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EDITOR'S NOTE 

This volume of the South Afri can Journa l of A ntarctic Resea rch 
has been given over entirely to a prese ntati on of th e pre liminary re
sults of the first of South Africa 's Second Inte rnationa l BIOMASS 
Experiment (SIBE X I) cruises into the Prydz Bay region , A ntarcti ca . 
The primary aim was to contribute towards the identification of the 
dominant physical, chemical and bio logica l fea tures of the region. 
Similar survey programmes were attempted in adj acent a reas between 
D ecember 1983 and March 1984 by France , Japan and Australi a . T he 
areas to be covered by these participatin g na ti ons , and the survey 
grids within them, were established at a SIBEX Planning Meetin g 
he ld during the Fourth SCA R Symposium on A ntarctic Biology at 
Wilde rness , September 1983. 

Since all contributions in this volume ari se directly from the SIBEX 
I cruise of the SA Agulhas, and present p reliminary results , with the 
final analyses and interpretations of data to be published indepen
dently by the pa rticipants in the open scienti fic lite rature , the layout 
of this volume departs slightly from the norm . An overall synopsis has 
been included in orde r to bring toge the r the indi vidual contributions 
in the fo rm of an integrated , inte rdisciplinary summary of the main 
findin gs of the cruise . 
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