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P.M. 107/8,

v LEGRAN

FRW: Seecretery for External Affeirs, fretorie.
10: High Commiss ioner, London,
10th Oetober, 1939,

Ho. 420 in view of existing ebnormsl conditions
and feet that production of whale eil bhes become an
urgent nesessity, Union yheling Company desires %o
anticipete opening date Anterctiec Whaling season
1939/40 by two or three weeks. Plesse sscertain
end sdvise by cable British and Norvegian attitude

end proposals in this regerd.
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FRAI: Secretary for External Affairs, Pretoris.

f ~ } 1 : 3 i AV 1A
f0: High Comml ssloner, London.

10th Oetober, 1939,

existing abnormal conditions
of whale oil has become an

SMELE s W e oo AL e
Whaling Company desires to
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FROM: High Commissioner, LOnGORm,
1G: BSeeretary for izternel Affeirys, rretoris.
Btk Getober, 1999,

No. 6183, Your te legrem 10th
Qetober, Ne. 40, iz view of the fest that,
wing to the war, British emc porwegisn wheling
compsnies will in sny csse uot ve gble to get W
the whaling grounds by the op&ning date they are
very alverse to & proposs’ of this kind, Apart
fros this the British Foreign Office sees greet
di feiculty in epprosching other fomeign countyries
concerned with sueh e propossl & wie presen t
juneture . Understocd, however, the practicabil~
ity being explored of extending the end of the

season by two to three weeks.




ihloubak.

FRUK: MHigh Commissionar, lLengon.
10: BSecretary for External Affeirs, Iretoris.

20th Qetober, 19389,

No. 913, Your te legres 1Otk
getober, No. 420. lu view of the feot theti,
owing to the war, British and Morwegiep wheling
companies will in eny cese ot be sble to get %o
the whaling grounds by the opening date they are
yery adverse to & propesal of this kind, Apart
from this the British Foreign (Uffioe seesr grest
di fficulty in aspprosehing othey foweign countries
concerned with such @ preopossl st the present
juncture . Uuderstood, however, the precticabil~-
ity being explored of extending the end of the

geason by two to three weeks,.
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statutory powey under waicd jovernment cen teke
ecessury steps y ratify 1 ternational zgrecmneii.
ovéernnent 1ATORAB ta Kl ng tang 0 sEGUre .LOga 1
soars next session of rerliiament gomsencing
Jenuary and if relative bill pesses will ratify
sreement without delay. In meantime making
every ondesvour to persuede whaling interesis

soncerned to obeerve ynditions internstional

greement,



fhued: Seeretary for IExterns]l Aff:
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J4 High VUommiseicner, Lo Ne
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fully recognised bLut there .is L oresgent

tatutory power under vhiech Uovernment can take
ecessary =teps to retify internstionsl ireenent.,
overpment Lntends takin tepe ecure ral
owers next session of rll - o], TUL
Japuery und if relative bvill sses will ratify
agreement vithout deley. eantime

Very endeavour } persuade 11ing terents
oncerned to ocbserve conditiont

reemnent,
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All communications to be add "
NV ERAAM | 1o be addressed
NYWERCOW to the Becretary
Adressear ash._ alla brinwa san dis
Sekretaris

In reply please quote
v

P "’;bay!éta,:i asb. na

Mo, H.N

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.—UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES
DEPARTEMENT VAN HANDEL EN NYWEI‘-’IHEID,'

IMPALA HOUSE,
IMPALAGEBOU,

COR. SCHOEMAN AND PRINSLOO STREETS,
H/V SCHOEMAN- EN PRINSLOOSTRAAT,

PRETORIA 19

THE SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS : PRETORIA.

WHALING - TAKING OF HUMPBACK WHALES.

With reference to your minute No. P.M. 107/5
of the lst instent, addressed to the Private Secretary
to the Minister of Commerce and Industries relative to
a telegram received from the Union High Commissioner
london, on the above subject, I append & draft cable
for despatch to London setting out the Union's position

in the matver:-

»pogition represented re whaling fully
recognised but there is at present no
statutory power under which Government
can take necessary steps to ratify
International Agreement stop Government
intends teking steps to secure legal
powers next Session of Parliament com-
mencing Janusry and if relative Bill
passes will ratify agreement w#ithout
delay stop In meantime making every
endeavour to persuade whaling interesis
concerned to observe conditions Inter-
national Agreement."

This minute serves to confirm my telephonic
request to an Officer of your Department this morning
to despatcp the telegram quoted above.

() i o s

SECRETARY FOR COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES.
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concerned

the
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No. HoN

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.—UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA,

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES,
DEPARTEMENT VAN HANDEL EN NYWERHEID,
IMPALA HOUSE,
IMPALAGEBOU,

COR. SCHOEMAN AND PRINSLOO STREETS
H/V SCHOEMAN- EN PRINSLOOSTRAAT,

PRETORIA 18

THE SEC TAI FOR EXTER : ETORIA.

With further refsrence to your minute
No.P. .M. }._‘, 5 of the 1at 1t D addresse to the
Privete Secretary t t} I ter of C ce and
Industrie relative to & telegra ecelved from the
Union High Comt ) . n the abov bject,

)

I hav to inform you that the tw Al g companlies
in thea U "n have b I request t ‘L\I' the nec ._A::‘lt':.lf'_,
ste 11 ire that no 1 ack whe are taken by
thelr 2 pective peditions.

P In response to 2 it - 1 and
Johnson (S.A.) Ltd 187 i e atel Leader of
their expedition, - t 3 art for the Ant
arctic, to ol e 8 ctl he pro respecting
the ta pbat =1 5

% . The . tior 5] al : Ltd.
ha y1ready left for the Antarctic whi the yartment's

N

Sw



2e

Kindly inform the Norwegian Minister
in London of the extent %o which the Union whaling

interests concerned are co=operating in this matter.

ACTG., SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

:'\‘.:/"I..K.




) ) 107 /8
™ J.Uf/\.)o

The high Commissioner for
the Union of South Afriee,
.L-L'.\..)L_'.:, --o\.-l'c .

wOALLNG & LALDMLNU UL AURLDAVA LA LD o

With reference to my telegram No. O5U6

dated 9th December, 1939, in regard to the above

subject, I heve to inform you that the two whaling

companies in the Union have been requested to take
the necessary steps to ensure that no humpback

whales are taken by their respective expeditions.

In response 1 118 eal Messrs.
Irvin and Johnson (S.A.) Ltd., instructed the
'_t.s_o.ﬂj,,_.\"‘ bbhasdir ay TEXT.Y wrinr *n hig
vwastci=-Leader Vi LU L] bJ\.eLl. »'l-..ﬂ-.' Ji 4 UL 0 45
departure for the Antarctic, to cbserve strioctly

| " 4

the prohibition respecting the taking of humpback

The expedition of the Union Whallng

3

Company, Limited, hed already left for the Antarc-

tic when the Department's request wes made, but
the Company has since arrenged for & radio message
to be trensmitted to the expedition by the Naval

Control Service, to refresin from teking humpback

whales. L \F’/’ '\f"
W

Kindlyescseeo
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nUK3 he cecretery of otete for Lominion iffaiprs,
LUNGWOL.

vi The Minister of ‘xterusl Alfairs, reteris.

6th Janmary, 1944.

wrouiur wo. l. iy despateh le. 74
»f Uecembar -S<Znd. should be glad %o be iLnlormed
Oy Se.oglfan waetLer WM URlOnD WYErLaeas are pre-
waped W Lksbruct shelling oxpedllliaus W r'eliraia
from catching Bump-Dack w“heles on the wndersiending

referred %o in the despatoh uancer referencs.



1§

-
« WUe

»f vesember Z2nd.
by telegrsem vhether the Union Lovernaent are
ared to
from catehing Lump-~baek

referred to

EREFIPRYTTVIVIPY

lhe seeretary of .tete’ for Lominion .{fairs,
LOndoB.
‘he dipister of retorin.

1944,

Xternal .{feirs,

6th Januery,

wm Hbe L 1, uﬂﬂpﬂtCh T .'}4‘

Should be gled to be informed
ro-
instruct vhaling expeditions to refrain

vhales on the understending

in the despstoh under reference.



FROM: The Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs,
London.

TO: The Minister of External Affeirs, Pretoria.

6th January, 1940.

Girewder No. l. My despatch Noe. 74
of December 22nd. Should be glad to be informed
by telegram whether the Union Government are pre-
pared to instruct whaling expeditions to refrain
from catching hump-back whales on the understanding

referred to in the despatch under reference.



FROM: GSecretary for ixternal Affeirs, iretoris.

70: High Commiseicner, London.

8th Jenuary, 1940.

Nos P 1. liefercnce telegran

No. 1 dated 6th Jenuary from Secretary of State

for Dominion LAffeairs despateh No. 74 referred to

therein !

wt yet received, The two whaling

3 in the Union have been requested to

vorupsanlies

ensure that no humpbeck whales are taken by

thelr ex

nsocn nave

€edltions,. 4TV1ih and Joal

instructed their expedition sccordingly end

V100 will

ling Compeny are sending redioc message

expodition in the Antarectic.
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TELEGRAU

FROM: Secretary for External Affairs, Pretoria.

ier, London.

8th January, 1940.

'0: High Commissio

No. P. 1. Reference telegram
No. 1 dated 6th Jenuary from Secretary of State
for Dominion Affairs despatch No. 74 referred to

therein not yet receive The two whaling

d.
Companies in the Union have been requested to
ensure that no humpback whales are taken by
their expeditions. Irvin and Johnson have
instructed their expedition accordingly and
Union Whaling Compeny are sending radio message

to their expedition in the Antarctiec.
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to provide for a compensating extension of the present season,

this has proved impossible, for technlcal reasons. We are
therefore informing our expeditions that they may fish for a
period of three months from the time when they begin their
operations in the Antarctic, which will in practice equalise
the position as between them and other expeditions, while
it will not infringe the principle of the Agreement that the
season shall be limited to three months for the purpose of
preserving the stock of whales.

I am writing in similar terms to the United Gtates
Chargé 4' Affaires and the Norweglan Minister, while the
South African Government are being approached through the
Dominions Offlce.

(6igned) LAURENCE COLLIER.
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COPY FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1.
No« N. 7063/337/68. l4th December, 1939.

His Excellency

My dear Ambassador,

You will remember that at the informal conference
held last sammer to discuss questions arising out of the
International Whaling Agreement, 1t was decided that the
prohibition on the catching of humpback whales should be
extended for a further year by means of an additional
protocol to the Agreement. In present circumstances, of
course, it is impossible to adopt this procedure; but
His Majesty's Government feel that it is none the less
desirable that the prohibition should be observed during
this season, and, as I think you know, this view is &lso
held by the Norwegian Govermment. I have therefore been
asked to suggest that the governments of countries from
which expeditions are actually proceeding to the whaling
grounds for this season, viz. Jepan, the United States of
America and South Africa, as well as this country and
Norway, should come to an informal understanding to instruct
these expeditions to refrain from catching humpbacks.

His Majesty's Govermment, for their part, are prepared to
issue such instructions to British expeditions if similar
instructions are issued by the other governments concerned;
and I shall be gled to learn whether similer instructions
will be issued by the Japanese Government on the same
condition.

I venture to take this opportunity to mention another
matter connected with the Whaling Agreement. As you know,
the British expeditions sent out this year have been
prevented by the circumstances prevailing at the outbresk of
war from arriving et the whaling grounds on time; and,

though we have tried to secure &n amendment of the Agreement
to

Mr, Memoru Shigemitsu.




3
UNION OF SCUTH AFRICA Downing Street,
% oy ey . :
NO. 4 - ke December, 1939.

Sir,

I have the honour to transmit to you, to be
laid before His Majesty's Government in the Union of
South Africa, the sccompanying copy of a semi-officisl

_—lﬁiiﬁ;ggifﬂ' letter regarding the prohibition of the catching of

humpback whales addressed by His Majesty's Government

—

in the United Kingdom to the Japenese imbassador. Similar
letters have been addressed to the Norwegian Minister and
the Chargé d'Affaires of the United States.

2. I should be obliged if you would inform me
whether His Mejesty's Government in the Union of South
Africa would be prepared, on the understanding mentioned
in the letter to Mr. Shigemitsu, to issue instructions to
whaling expeditions proceeding from the territories
under their control to refrain from catching humpbacks.

I have the honour to be,

A . sir
= 7 , ¥,
: ¥ " -
of Y 3 r Your most obedlient,
2 » e
C, . ' A e humble servant, :
-.':"" 2 “ ) o
oot o y (e
y pe. 8 : i
A ' ‘//
L.'IL 4t - AN /
il l# // 4 -'/ -
A » ; iy R
~ 7
Q’:F' ‘}

THE MINISTZR OF IEJ(T.',H{-;J;L'fti*'r‘:'xlui‘j,

v

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.










i

x|

(-

1/ 0dv

i i 4 G A
4 L.
L]
o w - T
L+
4 A
n
il 3 i
T
-\

» -
t! g1 t
J 3 : 2
é g AR
i UL y
24
’ . 8 i

Februery

i nip

1V f
" & 17 n
T
’ i |
. A .:'. 1



L .y -
iie
3
i
»
il Bt ciit iU e
to
3 1
[ -
v ]
-
I
. eV o .
!




TRANSBLATION
of

INSTRUCTIONS OGIVEN TOr=-

The Japanese Covermment formally declared
their intention to adhere to the Agreement for
the Regulation of Whaling of 1837 and to the
Protocol of 1938 before the commencement of
the present season, and they have been pre-
paring necessary intermal legielation in
accordance with these Conventions. However,

in view of the faect that & drastiec change

has been witnessed in the cironmatances
regarding whaling after the outbreak of war
in Furope, they have decided to postpone
their adhesion until the time when normal
conditions will prevail. llevertheleas,

the Japaenese Government have not the slight-
est intention of changing their attitude as
regards their adhesion to the Conventions, 3
and they are determined to co-operate with
other Governmente for the protection ol
vhales. The Jepenese interests con-

gerned shall, therefore, astrictly observe
the stipulations in the existing Conventions

in the present season.
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Wnales. The Jepaneee in
cerned shall, therefore,
the ptipulations in the exis

in the present season.




K.
i b ’
L L0 LING
. 2 "
4 4 4 B Belel L L C
v Y 4 o~ -
" "
% @ |
' -
et 1 E
' 4 "

vhales. The < anese
cerned shall, therefore,
the stipulations in the

in the present season.
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2.

3. In the expectation that the Agreement and the
Protocol were about to be ratified by the Union Government,
Messrs. Union Whaling Company, Limited, Durban, have sub-
mitted representations to show that the adoption of the
terms of the Agreement and the Protocol, without reserva-
tion, would seriously affect their industry.

4. The Company is particularly concerned at the
prospect of being prohibited from carrying on pelagic whal-
ing in the Indian Ocean, South of the Equator and North of
40 degrees South, and has asked for exemption until the
termination of hostilities.

S. A further request submitted by the Company is
that, under present conditions, it be permitted to operate
its factory ship "Uniwaleco" &s a land station in the At-
lantic Ocean, North of 40 degrees South latitude.

6. The Company, in submitting these representations,
emphasizes that six whale-catchers have been requisitioned
by the Defence Authorities and that there is a possibility
that more catchers may have to be released. It is pointed
out, moreover, that the normal total production of whale
0il by the Company amounts to only § per cent. of the total
world production.

7. In all the circumstances it is felt that the
guestion of ratification by the Union Government should be
held in abeyance pending further information on the issues
raised in paragraph 2. , .

8. I shall be glad, therefore, if(ihert;ioﬁ High
Commissioner, London, can be requested tq,bring to the no-
tice of the United Kingdom Government the tenor of the re-
presentations received from the Union Whaling Company,
Limited, and{tQ}ascertain to what extent, if any, relaxa-
tion of the provisions of the Agreement or the Protocol is
contemplated, regard being had to the present international

situationeeces«s
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UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA.—UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.
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DEPARTEMENT VAN HANDEL EN NYWERHEID,
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES,
IMPALAGEBOU,
IMPALA HOUSE,

H/V SCHOEMAN- EN PRINSLOOBTRAAT,
COR. SCHOEMAN AND PRINSLOO STREETS,

B ETORIR, o B et ST B s 1 sirron

THE SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS : PRETCRIA.

RATIFICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL AGREE-
MENT FOR THE REGULATION OF WHALING.

s
With further reference to your endorsement No.

P.M.107/56 of the l13th ﬂaﬁh-ﬂﬂfcoaering a copy of a minute
and annexure, on the above subject, received from the
Secretary, Office of the Union High Commissioner, London,

(iI have to inform you that with the enactment of the Sea
Figheries Act, 1940, it is now possible to give considera-
tion to the question of ratifying the International Agree-
ment for the Regulation of Whaling, 1937, and the Protocol
of 1938.

2. Whilst the Union Government is in a position to
ratify the Agreement and the Protocel and to take the neces-
sary steps for the application of the provisions thereof,
the question has arisen whether, in view of the present
international situation, there is not likely to be some
relaxation of the provisions of the Agreement and the Pro-
tocol. Moreover, it is not known whether the terms of
the Agreement and the Protocol are, under present-day con-
ditions, likely to be adhered to in their entirety by the

Signatory Countries.
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