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u4 faet tAd pro4ae\1oa of wit.al• oil aa.. ~ .. - • 
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TELEGRAM . 

FRU.~ : Secretary for External Affairs , Pretoria. 
1l'0 : High Commissioner, London. 

10th October , 19 39. 

No . 420 in view of existing abnormal conditions 

and fact t hat production of whale oil hes become an 

urgent necessity, Union tihaling Company desires to 

anticipate opening date Antarctic Uhaling season 

1939/40 by two or three weeks . Please ascertain 

and advise by cable British and Norwegian attitude 

and proposals in this regard . 



h1 gh (., i 1 r, J..O 

i : b retary tor xter r1torie. 

th ctob r. l 39. 

lio . 51.,. 

o. ~O. In view of t e feot that, 
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cospsJliee wllI in en7 case ot be able to get to 

'tlie rnol'1n grounds o.v \1 o ening date \he1 are 
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ti'O& \hie the British or i n Offioe LUtee greet 

di mcul:t7 ln ol) roochln • tlier fol'$1gn countriee 
concerned i th such e propoa 1 ~ t resent 

juncture. Understood, ho ver, the rscticabil-
it7 being explored of ext nding e end of the 

aeoson by two to three weeks. 
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Hieh Commiu~i n r , Lon l . 

Secretory for .... xterncl 4'foir ... , ... retorie. 

28th October , 19 39 . 

No . 513 . Your tel.grem 10th 

Qctoher , lo . 4::..0 . In vi ._.. of tl.e :foct thct , 

\ ing to the \ er, Brit· oh end 1. or,• egi on uhaling 

co pcni es \lill in cny case not be ~blo to get to 

tl:e t.h&ling grouvdc by t e o ening dcte they ere 
A 

very adv re::e to c profi s ... l f this l ind . :port 

from this tr e ri.ti ... h :Eoreit:,;n Of i co see£ ereet 

difficulty in op. roochin~ other foreisn countries 

cor cerned v1i th such o pro ... OElc. l et t' e .1:1resen t 

juncture . Underctood, ho\:over , the rrocticr.bil -

ity being explored of extendins t.e end of the 

aeason by tv:o to three v10oks . 1 
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TELEGRA •• 

FROI.i : The High 

TO: The S~cretary Pretoria . 

No . 542. Reference to the of the last 

International Tibaling Conference that the catching of 

hump-back Vlhales should be prohibited , the l.linister for 

Norway has informed me that the .orwegian authorities 

have included in t heir Tihaling Regulations for the 

forthcoming season a stipulation containing such 

clauses . They feel, however , unable to enforce this 

prohibition on Nor~egian Whaling expeditions unless 

other participating nations take similar steps and so 

make the prohibition of general application . It is 

understood that the Japanese have declared themselves 

willing to respect such prohibition on the same conditions 

as Norway. Apparently, therefore , the f inal decision 

now rests with the Union to which a special appeal is 

made to co-operate especially in view of the fact 

that such action on our part would at last bring the 

Japanese into line in regard to International co­

operation on the question of ~haling. I personally 

strongly endorse this appeal for our contribution 

to .ards the protection of the Tihaling stocks . Please 

telegraph reply a.s early as possible as the Norwegian 

authorities must finalise their regulations before 

their boats arrive at the fishing grouuds . 



FROM: Th 

TO: Th 

No . 542 . 

~ Pretoria . 
~~ 
r,~ 939 . -­,_, '4. 
~ 

ons of the last 

Internati he catching of 

hump-back wnalea should oe prohibited, the Uinister for 

Norway bas informed me that the Norwegian authorities 

have included in their Tihaling Regulations for the 

forthcoming season a stipulation containing such 

clauses . They feel , however , unable to enforce this 

prohibition on Norwegian Whaling expeditions unless 

other participating nations take similar steps and so 

make the prohibition of general application . It is 

understood that the Japanese have declared themselves 

willing to respect such prohibition on the same conditions 

as Norway . Apparently , therefore , the final decision 

now rests with the Union to which a special appeal is 

made to co- operate especially in view of the fact 

that such action on our part would at last bring the 

Japanese into line in regard to International co­

operation on the question of whaling . I personally 

strongly endorse this appeal for our contribution 

to~ards the protection of the r.haling stocks . Please 

telegraph reply as early as possible as the Norwegian 

authorities must finalise their regulations before 

their boats arrive at the fiahing grounds . 
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PRv : llish Co misoion r, London . 

iv: occrotory for xtornol ffoira, retoria. 

5th Deceaber , 1939 • 

• o. 555. y tel 542 of 

t e oth I\ ve~ber. Huop-back haloB . Reply 

ursontly required . 



l,1 1 

FRCM ; High Commissioner , London. 

TO : Secretary for External Affairs, Pretoria . 

5th December , 1939 . 

~To . 555 . My telegram No . 542 of 
.. 

the 25th November . Hu.mp- back ~hales . Reply 

urgently required. 

r 
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Frtv~ : S'ecretary fo~ Bxternol Affairs , Pretorie. 

TC : EJ.i:;h Conmissioner , London. 

9th December , 1939. 

No . 506 . Pooition represented re r.haling 

fully recognised but there is at present no 

sto.tutory pouer under which Government can take 

necesaery ctepc to ratify international agreement . 

Government intends taking steps to secure legal 

powers next session of Parliament commencing 

J anuury bnd if relative bill passeo Tiill ratify 

agreement without delay . In oeantime making 

every endeevour to persuade whaling interests 

concerned to observe conditions international 

ugrecr:i.cnt . 
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All communkat on1 to be ackfruud 
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~kretarl1, 
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No. c r 404 OU. 
N o, H N , -- --- ---

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.- UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTEMENT I/AN HANDEL EN NYWERHEID.' 

IMPALA HOU8E1 
IMPALAGEBOU, 

COR. SCHOEMAN AND PRINSl..00 STREETS. 
H/V SCHOEMAN· EN PRINSLOOSTRAAT, 

PRETORIA I .. .. ............ - .• 19 .. . 

THE SECRErARY FOR .&TERNAL AFFAIRS : PRb'TORIA. 

RHALING - TAKING OF RU11PBA.CK 'HlIAll5. 

With reference to your minute No. P.U. 107/5 
of the lst instant, addressed t o the Private Secretary 
to the .Minister of Commerce and Industries relative to 
a telegram received from the Union High Commissioner 
London, on the above subject, I append a draft cable 
for despatch to London setting out the Union's position 

in the mati;er:-

•Poaition represented re whaling fully 
recognised but there is at present no 
statutory power under which Government 
can take necessary steps to ratify 
International Agreement stop Government 
intends talcing steps to secure legal 
powers next Session of Parliament com­
mencing January and if relative Bill 
passes will ratify agreement "Rithout 
delay stop In meantime maki ng every 
endeavour t o persuade wha ling interests 
concerned to observe conditions Inter­
national Agreement." 

This minute serves to confirm my telephonic 
request to an Officer of your Department this morning 

to despatch the telegram quoted above. 

ri0 

INDUSTRIE.3. 

/ / 
1.7~·/~JP 1~1 ~ -~~-,~~-

/ SECREXA.RY FOR COMMERCE AND 

--~ /1 
I 
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- request was made , but the Company hao sinoe arranged 

!or a radio message to be transmitted to the expedition 

by the No.val Control Servioe,to refrain from to.king 

humpback whale~ 

4. It will be appreciated ir the Union High 

Commissioner, London , can be advioed ot the measure 

or co-operation on the part of the Union whaling 

interests concerned. 

SECRETARY FOR COLTh!ERCE AND INDUSTRIES . 

MCL! 
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c.1 .1. 

Tolt~ 't c Addl'WH I .. N YW ERCOM .. 
Trlf'f. :'\df'tt " 

A ll <Of11munlcahon• tt .,., •ddrn .. d 
l o lht! ~crolllry 

' Adretteer •lb alte brMw• ean d • 
8ekreta:rlt 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.- UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES, 
DEPARTEM ENT VAN HANDEL. EN NYWERH EID, 

IMPALA HOUSE, 
IMPALAGEBOU, 

COR. SCHOEMAN AND PRINSL OO STREETS, 
H /V SCHOEMAN· EN PRI NSLOOSTRAAT, 

PR ETORIA - .................................... 18 ...... . 

THE SECRETARY FOR EXTERUAL AFFAIRS PRETORIA. 

Whaling : Taking ot Humpback Whales . 

. ith further reference to your minute 

Uo .P .U. 10?/5 or the 1st ultino, addressed. to the 

Private Secretary to the Minister of Commerce and 

Industries, relative to a telegra m received from the 

Union High Commiss i oner , London, on the above subject , 

r-;. have to inform you that the two whaling companies 

in the Union have been requested to take the necessa ry 

steps to ensu:-e that no humpback whales are taken by 

their respective expeditions. 

2. In response to thie a ppeal Messrs . Irvin and 

Johnson (S.A . ) Ltd., instructed the Catch-Leader ot 

their expedition, prior to his departure for the Ant­

arctic, to observe strictly the prohibition respecting 

the taking of humpback whales . 

;. The expedition of the Union V1haling Co • • Ltd., 

had already left for the Antarctic when the Department ' s 

request ..... 



2. 

Iind.11 intora the Norwegian Minister 

in London of the extent to which the Union whaling 

interests concerned are co-operating in this matter . 

• ones 

ACTG. SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFlAIRS . 

HJ/WK. 
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P R E T 0 R l A, 

.. 8 J1m1940 

The High Commissioner for 
tlie Union of ~outh ~frioe, 

LOlWOH, U .c. 2 . 

1HALING : TAKI G OF HUllPBACK BAJ.ES • 

1ith referenoe to my tolegrom No . 506 

dated 9th Deoembor, 1939, in regard to tho above 

oubjoot, I have to inform you that the two whaling 

compenioo in the Union hove beon requooted to take 

tho neoeaaery otepe to onoure that no humpbook 

whales ere taken by their reapoctive expeditions. 

In reoponso to this appeol eosra. 

Irvin and Johnson (S.A.) Ltd., inotructed the 

Cotoh-Leader of their expedition, prior to hie 

departure for the Antorotic, to observe strictly 

the prohibition respecting tho taking of humpback 

halos . 
The expedition of tho Union holing 

Company, Limited, hod olreedy loft for tho Jwtorc­

tic 1hen tho Deportment's request was godo , but 

tho Company baa since arranged for o radio neaaage 

to be transmitted to the expedition by tho Navel 

Control Service, to refrain from taking hwnpbnck 

wholes. :~y~"'< 
(J 

Kindly •••••• 
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TELEGRAM .. 

FROM: The Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs, 
London • . 

TO; The Minister of External Affairs, Pretoria. 

6th January, 1940. 

Ci:redar No. 1. Ky despatch No. 74 

of December 22nd. Should be glad to be informed 

by telegram. whether the Union Government are pre­

pared to instruct whaling expeditions to refrain 

from catching hump- back whales on the understanding 

referred to in the despatch under reference . 



Gocret ry for xtcrnol ff ire, 'r torio. 

iv: Bish ~o iosioner, Lon on. 

8th J nuvry, 19~0. 

o. P. 1. Bef rcnco t lo 
o. l dot d 6th January tro or tary of btoto 

tor o nion bff i d tch o. 7~ r r r d to 

th rein not yet rec iv d. he t o wh lins 

Co pani a in tho Union h b n r que t d o 

onour hot no h pb ck holoo a n by 

th ir oxpeditiono. Irvin ond Johnaon ho c 

invtructed their exp dition accordingly ond 
Union .holing Coupeny oro vending radio DOosoge 

to thoir cxpodition in the mtorctic. 
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~ 
TELEG!W . 

FROM: Secretary for External Affairs, Pretoria. 

TO : High Commissioner. London. 

8th January, 1940. 

No . P. 1. Reference telegram 

No . 1 dated 6th January from Secretary of State 

for Dominion Affairs despatch No . ?4 referred to 

therein not yet received. The two whaling 

Companies in the Union have been requested to 

ensure that no humpback whales are taken by 

their expeditions . Irvin and Johnson have 

instructed their expedition accordingly and 

Union WhaliLg Company are sending radio message 

to their expedition in the Antarctic . 

'I 
G~stt ur 

/fr~ 



to provide tor a compensating exteneion of the present season, 

this hos proved impossibl e , for technical ronoona. \le are 

therefore informing our exped1tiono thot they may fish for a 

period of threo months from the timo when they begin their 

operations 1n the Antarctic , which will in p1·actice equalise 

the poei t1on ae betV1een them ond othor exped1 tiona , whil e 

it will not infringe the principle 01' tha Agreement thnt the 

aeaoon ehnll be limited to throe months for the purpose of 

preserving the stock of wholes . 

I em writing in similar t e rms to tho United Stntee 

Charge d' Aft'oireo and the Norwegian Minioter, while the 

South A1'r1cnn Government are being approoohecl through the 

Dominions Oftice . 

( Signed) LAURENCE COLLIER. 



c 0 p y 

No. N. 7053/337/63. 

FOREIGU OFP ICE, s . w. 1. 

j4th December, 1939. 

My dear Ambassador , 

You will remember that at the inforI00.1 conference 

held l aat armner to discuss questions arising out of the 

I nternational Whaling Agr eement, it was decided that the 

prohibiti on on t he catching of humpback whales should be 

ext ended for a further year by means of an additi onal 

pr otocol t o t he Agreei:oont. In present circumstances, of 

course , it i s impossible to adopt this procedure; but 

Hi e Majesty ' s Government feel that it is none the less 

desirable that the prohibition should be observed during 

this season, and, as I think you know, this view is also 

held by the Norwegian Government. I have the refore been 

asked to suggest that the governments of countries from 

which expeditions are actually proceeding to the whaling 

grounds for this season, viz . Japan, the United States of 

America and South Africa, as ~ell as this countr y and 

Norway, shoul d come to an informal understanding to instruct 

these expeditions to refrain fran ca tching humpbacks. 

His Ma jesty's Government, for their part, are prepared to 

issue such instructions to British expeditions if similar 

instructions are issued by the other governments concerned; 

and I shall be gl ad to learn whether similar instructions 

will be issued by the Jape.neae Goverrunent on the same 

condition. 

His Excellency 

I venture to take this opportunity to mention another 

matter connected with the Whaling Agreement. Ae you lmow, 

the British expeditions sent out thie year have been 

prevented by the circwnstances prevailing at the outbreak or 

war from arriving at the whaling gr ounds on time; and, 

though we have tried to secure an amendment of the Agreement 

to 

Jdr. Mamoru Shigemitsu. 



-

UNION 01'1 SOUTH AI-~HICA Downing Street, 
'.) ') NO. 74 •w ._, December, 1939. 

Sir , 

I have the honour to transmit to you, to be 

laid before His Majesty's Goverrunent in the Union of 

South Africa, the accompanying copy of a semi-ofricial 

~ letter re~arding the prohibition of the catching of 

humpback whales addressed by Hie Majesty's Goverrnnent 

in the United Kingdom to the Japanese i'\mbassador. Similar 

lett~rs have been addressed to the Norwegian Hinister and 

the Charge d'Affairee of the United States. 

2. I should be obliged if you would inform me 

~·hether Hie Majesty's Government in the Union of South 

Africa would be prepared, on the understandin~ mentioned 

in the letter to Mr. Shigemitsu, to issue instructions to 

whaling expeditions proceeding from the territories 

under their control to refrain from catching humpbacks. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

humble servant , 

UlUON OF SOUTH A.F'RICA . 



T R A • e L A T I 0 r~ 

of 

tC 10 T r. IV 0 : -

Tho Jepenese Gov rn cnt for~clly declared 
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COPY/CdV • 3/246 

20th Febru ry 1 1940. 

De r du aoit , 

e love, fro tiir.e to ti , corre !'IO ded witr 

tle lirr Co miseioner's Offi eon the nubjcct of the 

Int rn tional halinR '· re ir.ent 1937 ond Protocol 193B, 

pDrticulorly witl re~ord to the quevtion of t~e 

r tificcticn of the f, rcemcnt by tl.e Union of "'outh Afrim 

1e opprecicte, of courue, tle con~titutioncl 

ond trcr difficulties \ ict: l!ave hitl rto fltood in the 

oy of such rvti ic tion , but we ~ ther tt.ot a ill ee 

to tcve been introGuced into tt.e Perl iament of tbe Union 

of ~outr ~fricc durin thie seecion , wticb , if passed , 

ould reve enebled tle ~outr. Afric n ovcrn ent to pro-

ceed witl tl:e ratific tion . 

As you no doubt know, tr.e Jcpcnece ~ov.rnrent 

recently ennounced , t1rou t tteir Acbosscdor in London , 

their intention to post one tleir formal adhesion to 

the halinr ~ ree ent end Protocol "until nor el con­

ditions re train~ intern tional wh lin atoll o~ein 

prevail , but , at t E € tice, tte rave riven 8 

~enerel unnert in t £t ttc il o ide by the ter s 

of tie i ree nt , ~nd lcve i cued inDtructions to 

JepDnese wl lin expedition in t r ~ of tle enclosed 

tr nsletion . 

Althou r tl~ere tcs b en r,cn ll l disc pointment 

ov r the decition of tle J p ne.e ~ov rn nt , their 

expressed int ntion too serv tle epirit of the Agree ­

ment and Protocol raD b en welcomed . In thic connection 

it ould r,ive rreot sati,foction ere the Union rovern­

wcnt fo find tle celv s inc onition to proceed ith 

the ratificction of tie k r cment ond rotocol et an 

ecrly d te, oc this ould undoubt dl eke it eeeier 

F.J . DU OIT, ESQ . 



COPY/JC 

19/88. 

AIR .AIL. 

r-o i t C HOUS , 

s u 1i 

.c.2. 

29th r bru ry, 1940 . 

lntcrnctional ~ line Agr mcnt • 

. ith furtl r r ference to rev1ous 

correspondence on the · ovc rubj ct, I no~ bee to 

nclose, for your infer at·on, c copy of a letter 

received fron th Do inio s Office, tocothor ith 

tlc enclosure referred to thorcin . 
The contenis of the lett r speak for 

tie selv s, end tho igh Co isoioncr ~ould 

appreciet it if t is ttcr could le broug' t to 

tho notice of the inist r cone rnod in the hope 

tt (, t th enellin l on ill l passed 'thout 

f il during tloe reaent oe inon of rl mcnt . 

(~ d.) F.J. du Toit 

S C TARY. 



TRAN SLAT IO 

ot 

maTRUCTIOUS GIV j TO:­

JAPMESE !lHALIJIG f;<PEPITIONS 

llhe Japanese Government form a.lly declared 

their intention to adhere to the Agreement :for 

the Regulation of 1hal1ng of 1937 and to the 

Protocol of 1938 before the cor.mcncement of 

the preoent oeeson, Wld they have been pr -

pnr1ng neceaoary internal l egiolut1on in 

ccordo.nce With theoe Conventiona. Ho ever, 

in vie of the fact that u drnot1c chanee 

bno been m.t:nesoed in tlle circ11matunceo 

rcgnrd1ng whaling ufter the outbreok of uar 

in Europe, the~ hQve decided to postpone 

their udhooion until the t1r.ie 17hen nonnal 

condi tiona tli.11 prevnil. Ucvertheleoo, 

the Jc.p£1n0ae Government hnvc not the al1Cht­

eot intention of chnnging their attitude us 

regardO their dheo1on to the Conventions, 

and they are det rained to co-operate with 

other Governrnento tor the protection of 

\'lhnles. The Jeponeoe 1ntereato con-

ccnied ohD.ll, therefore, strictly ob crvc 

th~ ct1pulat1ons in the cx1ot1ne Oonvcntiono 

in the present oc~son. 

I 



,, 

in intcr~tio l 111 b ll in ' but, 

t t• s t e, tl y hc:.v ['ivcn 

that t CY r.111 bl by th t 

t 1ng 

nd 

ition.G 
vc in tl"' ctiona to u 

ilthoi(,h there ll1 o be n enc l io 1 

over c1 ion of the J ~coe ov r~ cnt, th 1r 

c intention to obn rv th o ir"t of the c:rcCI:?cnt 

n:.. rotocol bu been elcooe . In thi connection, it 

civc ere t e~tisf tion re the Union Covcrn:!lcnt 

to fir. th poo tion t.o procee \11th tho 

tific tion o the 

t. 10 u o btc l.y 

um otocol t n c rl.y date, 

it c- icr ulti. tely to 

brin in '"' nn. c a 11 ucco1 in l.y be 

inf'o t1on you r:..y vc. or · receive 

i"ul !'or uny 

to the 

c o the propocc l "'ieilc.. tion. 

Yours cincercly 

'l'he Jupo.nese intcrcots con-

cerned oho.11, thcrei'orc, strictly ob crvo 

th~ ot1pulot1ono in the cxistillG Oonvcntiono 

in the preaent oeaaon. 



/ 

. J. 

.S/246. 

~o. February, 1940. 

De 1• du it, 

.c h::..ve, fro tiae to t1 , corr o e with 

the H1c.h Co::n1as1oner'a Ofiice on the cubject of the 

lnternution l bGlillf "{TC nnt l 37 una. otocol l uO, 

p rticularly uith reguru to the ~ueation or the 

r tif1c~t1on or the LCI" c nt by the Union of outh ~~r1ca. 

u rrc1 te, or cou a the conot1tut1o l and 

other 1ff1cult1c .uch ?L. vc hi thcrto too in the cy 

or o ch r tific tion, but we th t 111 G to 

lu..ve been intro iced into the urli nion 

rinc this oeasion. t.hich, if l vc enabled 

the o th .i'r1c Jl over nt o occ cl 1th the 

r tific tion. 

the • nc o ov rn nt 

cccntly rmouncc, throu h th.ir b a 

tllo1 int ntion to postpone th ir to 

or in on on, 

hc .... ion to the 

11n 

:1. IT 

cc nt n rot col until nr 1 1 iono 

\'ih.nlcn. The Japaneoe 1ntcreoto con-

ccrned ohnll, therefore, etr1ctly ob erve 

the at1pulnt1ons in the ex1et1nc Convontions 

1n the present oeaoon. 

. 
I 
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Tclcrraphlc Address} "NYWE.ACOM .. 
Tt111r1madru 

~(r'~ I;.~,} 1.~~ 
All communlc1ti0lll 10 be drusc..,-; " 

10 iltc ~crcl•ry. f '1 
Adrusur ub. a/le brlwe un d/1 ;.e._ ) 

Sduturir. 

LEH/ 

In rtply plusc quote 
Verwys In 1niwoord asb. "' 

No. C.I. ltQ.l•/_I C.I'\ 
No. HN. o: 'T~• 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. ·UNIE VAN SUIO-AFRIKA 

I 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE? AND INDUSTRIES, 

DEPARTEMOH VAN HANDEL EN NYWERllEIO, 

GOVERNMENT BUILDING, PARLIAMENT STREET. 

GOEWERMENTSGEllOU, PARLEMENTSTR.V.T, 

CAPETOWN.-1 r-: l'I 1 a4 
KAAPSTAO, ""ti~ t-

193 -

T.i.rE SECRETARY : OR ID:TLRHAL AFFAins CAPE TO', ;'J:J . 

I nternationnl tholing Agreement . 

\1" t'h re!'erenCl tC'I ;{OU ... entlorccmcnt ro . p .r . 

107/5 of trc l~th inctcnt coverine a copy of a minute d 

o.n ox:nre , on tl C1 ubc.vo ""Ubject , received !'rom the Socretury, 

Of!'ico of ~1 c Union 1:igh Cor.ll!linsioner, London , I beg to 

irfor1 you that tlie matter has been i rou'""t to the notice 

of tl e ... on'>urablo the J.:inister of Commerce and Industries. 

2 . As you are , no doubt , mmre tl.c Seo. Fisheries 

Bill , which will enable tne Union Goverrutont to give 

practical effect to the Intorno.tlonal ~reem nt for the 

Reculo.tion of Tihaling, has been reo.d a first time in the 

House of Assembly durinJ the present Seccion of Parli~7.ent . 

S .. CRETAP.Y FOR cc:::::ERCE .I D II~USTnIES . 



p . iJ . 107 /5. 

P R l T U R I A, 

2 Q 1.:i·.~ 1940 

DIE SEKRETARIS VAN HANDEL & NTI1ERHEID • 

KA A PS T A D • 

• alviskonvensie van Londen . 

Ek erken die ontvange van u diensbrief 

No . H.N. 404/60 von 15 deser, en vermoed det u 

hierdie uepartement te syner tyd daarvan in 

kennis eal stel dot mot die rotifikasie van bo­

genoemde Konvensie 'n aanvang ken gemaak uord . 

F nu P E:Ss1s 

SEKRETARIS VAN BUI 1rEL.A1DSE SAKE. ; 
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3. 

ailuallcm am th• need tor UWJ"U. edequat.• llUpplita or 

/ 



3. In the expectation that the Agreement and the 

Protocol were about to be ratified by the Union Government, 

Messrs. Union Whaling Company, Limited, Durban, have sub­

mitted representations to show that the adoption of the 

terms of the Agreement anCJ. the Protocol, without reserva­

tion, woula seriously affect their industry. 

4. The Company is particularly concerned at the 

prospect of being prohibited from carrying on pelagic whal­

ing in the Indian Ocean, South of the Equator and North of 

40 degrees South, ani has asked for exemption until the 

termination of hostilities. 

5. A further request submitted by the Company is 

that, under present conditions, it be permitted to operate 

its factory ship "Uniwaleco" as a land station in the At­

lantic Ocean, North of 40 degrees South latitude. 

6. The Company, in submitting these representations, 

emphasizes that six whale-catchers have been requisitioned 

by the Defence Authorities and that there is a possibility 

that more catchers may have to be released. It is pointed 

out, mor~over, that the nonnal total production of whale 

oil by the Company amounts to only S per cent. of the total 

world production. 

7. In all the circumstances it is felt that the 

question of ratification by the Union Government should be 

held in abeyance pending further infonnation on the issues 

raised in paragraph 2. .,...£,el 

8. I shall be glad, therefore, if (the~i~igh.:_) 
Commissioner, London, can be requested ~bring to the no­

tice of the United Kingdom Government the tenor of the re­

presentations received :from the Union Whaling Company, 

Limited, and~·ascertain to what extent, i:t' any, relaxa­

tion of the provisions of the Agreement or the Protocol is 

contemplated, regard being had to the present international 

situation •••• • 



C.J. 1. 

Telacramadr11t1 l .. PtYWl!RCOM." 
Tolovaphlc Addrttt I 

Adre .. eer ub. alle brlewo u11 die 
hkr•tarlt. 

AU communlcaUon1 to M addreued 
lo th• S.cretaty. 

Verwy1 In antwool'd a1b. na 
In ,..ll!Y plt&H quolo 

No. H .N. 
No. C.1. 

404/60 

UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA.-UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

DEPARTEMENT VAN HANDEL EN NYWERHEID. 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES, 

IMPALAGEBOU, 
IMPALA HOUSE, 

H/V SCHOEMAN· EN PRINSLOOSTRAAT, 
COR. SCHOEMAN AND PRINSLOO STREETS, 

mE SECRETARY FOR EXTERlIAL AFFAIBS PRETORIA . 

RATIFICATION OF 'IRE INTERNATIONAL AGREE­
MENT FOR THE RF.GULATION OF WHALING. 

With further reference to your endorsement No. 

' P.M.107/5 of the l3th Mcinh lo.st coveriJ?.g a copy of a minute 
' 

and annexure, on the above s¢>ject, received from the 

secretary, Office of the Union High Commissioner, London, 

~I have to inform you that with the enactment of the Sea 

Fisheries Act, 1940, it is now possible to give considera­

tion to the question of ratifying the International Agree­

ment for the Regulation of Whaling, 1937, and the Protocol 

of 1938. 

2. Whilst the Union Government is in a position to 

ratify the Agreement and the Protocol and to take the neces­

sary steps for the application of the provisions thereof, 

the question has arisen whether, in view of the present 

international situation, there is not likely to be some 

relaxation of the provisions of the Agreement and the Pro-

to col. Moreover, it is not known whether the terms of 

the Agreement and the Protocol are, under present-day con­

ditions, likely to be adhered to in their entirety by the 

Signatory Countries. 

3. . .... 



... 
• 

b ine hod to the present intorn tion 1 ituction 

and the nr d for eceurint ede u te u li r 
hele oil. 

llJ/CdV ..... c J. 1alRb . 
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2. 

3 . In the expectotion thct tte reecent ond 

the rotocol ere obout to b ratified by the Union 

Governn nt, rerc. tnion hclin Co pony, Li ited, 

rbcn, h ve cubmitted reprec nt t1one to 61ow th~t 

the doption of tl e t r c f the ~reecont and tho 

rotocol, without roeervction, ould v rioucly effoct 

their industry. 

4 . The Conpony ir JErticulorly concerned ot 

the prospect of bring p?obibitcd from currying on 

pelagic whelin~ in the Indion Ooeen , ~outh of the 

quetor and ·orth of 4C de reeD South, end hos (Hiked 

for exemption until tl:e ter ,in tion ot hoctili tiec . 

5. A furtrcr rcque~t oub ittcd by the Cocpany 

ie that, under preEent condition , it be r~ittod to 

op rote its factory ebip Uni aleco' os o lend ototion 

in the tlontic coon, tortl of deprceB ~outl 

latitude. 
6 . Tho Conpony, in cubmi ttin thc~o rapresen-

tot ione, ecphaeize~ thot six hulc-ootcherE h~vo been 

requiEitioned by the efence J:uthoritics ond tlct there 

is po~vibility tb t ~ore cctchero &EY hov to bo re­

l osed. It ic pointea out , oreov r , th~t the normal 

totel production or ~hole oil by the Comp ny ~ounte 

to only 5 P3 r cent. of tl e total world production. 

7. In 11 the circu t coo it io felt that 

the ueotion of retiticotion by tl nion "ov rm:.ent 

ebould be t.eld in ebeyence ~en~inn ftrtl r infor otion 

on the isauee raised in porv ~ ph ~ . 

a. I eholl be clod , tlcrefor • if you ould 

bring to the notice of the United hinr,don ov rnm nt 

the tenor of the re1rcecntutionv received fro tr.e 

Union hr.lir1, Cozr.pony , liirnited, und rwcertuin to whet 

extent, if ~ny, relexotion of the provieionc of the 

Agroccent or the Protocol iE cont ~plated, rcrord 



ee tuu1 

• • 107/5. 

t!J/~le&? tur'~ 

~s 
~ C I 

(¢· tt/z!irtJ . . 3 JUL 1 Mn 

~he l irh Co i ioner 
for the Union of loutb frioc, 

LO 1 01 . 

atificction of the Int rnctionol 
hcrcei:ent for the e ulti tion or 

holing . 

• 

ith r fcrnnce to your inut o. 19/BB 

dot d '9th Fcbrucry, 194l, I hev to inform you 
that ith the enactment of the ~ee iahericc ,ct, 

1940, it i~ now poosiblo to r,iv conoiderotion to 

the que tion of rotifyin~ the Internotion 1 Agreo­

nent for t} e c ulct ion of h ling, 193?, end th 

Protocol of 1938. 
2. .hilet tho Union overnioont i in o po-

oi tion to rutify the re nd the Pl'otocol 

ond to tc th n ce~eary Dt pc for the p licotion 

of th rovi ionc th reof, tho uc tion hoc ori en 

hctb r, in vi w of trc pr ent int rn tionol Di ­

tu tion, thcr i not lik ly to bo o r lcxotion 

or th ~rovicions of tl ree1 nt nd th ro-

tocol. oreover , it iD not }non wh tter tie tcrme 

of the ree ant end the rotocol arc . und r preDcnt 

doy condition , likely to b odhcrod to in th ir 
entir ty by tho ~i netory Countries . 



UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

Circular d~apatch D. No. 120 

Sir, 

-~ ... 
c 

.l'.~'Dou1n1ona Office, 
' " Dowping Street, 

\ l t1 July, 1940. 

' .. r 
~ 

With reference to my ciI·cular despatch B. No. 66 of 

August 4th, 1939, I have the honour to state that the instrument 

of ra tifica t1on by the Government of Eire of the Protocol 

signed in London on June 24th, 1938, amending the International 

Agreement of June 8th, 1937, for the Regulation of Whaling, was 

aeposited with Hia Majesty ' s Government in the United Kingdom 

on June 20th, 1940. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

humble servant, 

---- .-..-... 

yff-. 
' 
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