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m: .7 T IGHTEiUNG O.E' rr.d/..LI!'TG LAW. 

Small blue whaleo and f: rir c-k 
whRles to be prot ectF 1. 

In con.formi t y with §:-; point C oi' the L~w regnrding 

the capture of ba.lee!'l whales of June 21st 1')29 with 

eupplementa.r.v le.vis of .June 30th 1932 nnd .June 26th 19~~-± 

the idinistry of Conu:ccrce decided y\3c terclay the t it nhe.11 

be prohibited to eaten oluc whRleo under 65 English ~eet 

end finonck •.hales under Sf> English :feet . 

Should such whales he ohot it in prohibited under 

s.n:{ c i rcumst~mces to puy quotas ( •11ho.le - riuota.s) oven 

tnough there may be ex:tenuo. ting c i. r eu11w tun.cc" . 
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA Downing Street, 

Circu).nr deapatch A No , 
36 {j October, 1934. 

Sir, 

With reference to my Circular despatch A No . 26 

of the 17th July, I have the honour to tra.nomit the 

Tre.ns'le.t\ot accompanying t r anslation of an article in the Norwegian 

press relating to the law regarding the capture of 

baleen whales. 

I heve the honour to be , 

Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

humble servant, 

A~ .. 
T.dE .MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 

UNIO~ OF SOUTH .AFRICA. 



"' Enclosure to Mr · Dormer' a deopatch l~o. 336 of 22/9/34 . 

fIBALING ll'ETIS • 

Japanese Competition in the Antarctic . 

As :may be recalled, the Uorwegian i'e.ctory ship 

"Antarctic" e.long with five whalers wo.s purchased by a 

Japanese aompany recently. 1.!r . Shibuya, of the firm of 
Re1sna. 

Ni ppon He.gel Kabushiki/ who purchased tho whaling vessels, 

a rrived at T~nsberg a few days ago in connection with the 

fitting out of an expedition to the whaling grounds in the 

coming season . 

In an interview Ur . Shibuya stated that on the 

arrival of the crew, in the middle of October and after the 

11 Anto.rct1c11 has been transferred to her new owners, the ship 

will leave for South Africa to join the whalers, and will 

then proceed together with three whalers southwards to whale 

in the Ante.retie, while two whalers will be sent to Japan . 

A ore . ., of 67 is of course :far too small to carry on whaling, 

and they will therefore be reinf oroed by a :further crew o:f 

70 to 80 who will be sent ~rom Japan to South .A:frioa, 

boarding the 11 Antarctic11 on her arrival. It is probable 

that some Norwegian whaling experts will also be employed. 

The Nornegian Journal of Commerce and 
shipping. 

Norges Hsndele og Sj~fartatidende . 

20th September, 1934· 
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. f 'a5. 9/~84/oo) . . 
No . ·336. 

...._ Sir, 

BRITISH L,;;GATION , 

OSLO. 

22nd Septembor, 1934 • 

I have t he honour to ti•unsmi t to yon her·ow1 th a 

copy or an extract f1·om the English edi t1on of "Norge a 

Hrmdele og 8jpfa1•tstidende" of Septc, ber 20th regarding the 

commenceruent of whaling operations 1n the Ant.arctic by o 

Jopanese coni:pany, • hi ch has pur·chaaed a Norwegian floating 

~actory and five catchers. 

2 . A copy of this deepEtch is being forvarded to the 

Department of Overseas Trade . 

I have , etc., 

( Sgd. ) CECIL DORMJ<;R . 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

SIR JOfil~ SI:'ON , G. C . S . I ., K. C. V. O., ' . P ., 

E'.i'C . ETC . ETC . 



r&r 10 A Jreie 
1,.IU ... Y, E .,,UA tOON" 

l<derrrce f'<o l..9/88/l 

The ~eo1etary for ~xt 

Pi·etoris. 

rs 

I 

SOUTH Al'•ICA llOUSIE, 

T•Al'ALCA• SQUA•t:, 

L.ONCON, W C.2 

I have the honour to trananit hGledth a copy 

of n despatch (received from the Dominions Office) torwarded 

by the Uritiah Legation at Oslo regarding prospective oom­

poti tion by the Japanese in the Antarctic the.ling industry. 

You will observe thnt the factory ship 

' ntarctio' ie reported to be due to vio1t tho Union and ~n 

vie of the fact that Japan is not at present a party to 

the haling Convention and that any co1t:1~rcial anterpriee 

of here .ould, therefore, not be subject to the restrictions 

laid down in the convention. is 'ajesty'e Government in the 

United Kingdom state they would be interested in any informa­

tion which might be available in tho Union to confirm or 

amplify the report from Oslo. 

I shall be grateful if you will be so good as 

to forward any particulars that may come to your notice in 

this connection. 

~olitical ~ecrotary. 

c.,. '. -... • ..... 
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Sir, 

C.L. 178. 1934. II.B. 

L'.BAGUB OF NATIONS 

CONVENTION FOR THE REGULATION nll' WHALING 

{Geneva. September 24th, 1931). 

RATIFICATION .BY THE UNITED KINGDOU OF GREAT BRITAIN 

AND NORTHERN IRELAND 

Geneva, 

I h~ve the honour to inform you th~t the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs of His llajesty the King of Great 
Britain, Irelnnd and the British Dominions beyond the Seas, 
Emperor of India, has :forwarded. to roe the tnstrument of rati­
fication by His Majesty the King , in respect of the United 
Kir.gl\om of Great Britain and Northern !:"eland, of the Convention 
for the Regulation of Whaling , sign~d at Geneva, September 24th , 
19~1. 

WhAn transmitting to me thls lnetrument , His Majesty's 
Seoreta.ry of Stai;e for Foreign Affairs declared, under the pro­
visions of Article 20 of th Convention, that His Majesty does 
not assume any obligations in r espect of any or Hie colonies , 
protectorates , overseas territories or territories under suze­
rainty or under mandate exerciset'I by His Majesty ' s Government 
in the United Kingdom. 

The said instrument of ratification was deposited with 
the Seoretar1at of the League of Nations on October 18th, 1934. 

I beg to add that the above-menti oned Convention 
shall enter into force, in virtue of the provisions of its 
Artiole 17 , nine ty dayz aftar the receipt of the ratification 
of the United Kingdom of GrAa.t Britain and Northern Ireland -
i . e. , on January 16th , 1935. 

I havo the honour to be , Sir, 

Your obedient servant , 

For tho Seoretary-Generalz 

Legal Adviser of the Seoreta.riat. 



SOCJ~TE DES NATIONS LBAGUE OF NATIONS 
AH• TOllll CO WM U N IC ~T IO N POAT AN T 

'"'"ca IUJ[T PRllRr DC llA PP[L(A LI 
, .. .A flll 't ~ llllTHIR OOMM HI ATIOh ON 

THI~ a..ibJICT,. 1411 Ql.l')Tl 

N9 
NO C.L. 178. 1934. II.B. 
• ~ D ADDRras TO 111( atCAITARV 

CtllllftAl LlAO r or ~ATIOti• cr N fV.\ 

CONVENTION FOR THB R'JllULATION OF WHALING 

(Geneva, September 24th, 1931). 

RA~IFICATION BY THB UNITED KINGDO~ OF GRBAT BRITAIN 

AND NORTHERN IRELAND 

Geneva. October 31.1934 . 

Sir1 

I have the honour to inform you that the ~ecretary 
of State tor Boreign Affairs of His Majes ty the King of Great 
Britain, Iraland and the British Domini ona beyond the Seas, 
Emperor of India, has forwarded to me the instrument of rati­
fication by His Majesty the King, in respect of the Un1te1 
Kir:.gdom of Great 1ritain and Norther!l Ireland, of the Convention 
~he Regulation of Whaling, sign!!d at neneva, September 24th, 

, 

1931. 

WhAn transmitting to me this instrument, His Majesty's 
Secretary of Stat~ for Foreign A~fairs declared, under the pro­
vieione of Article 20 of the Cnnvention, that His Majesty does 
not assume any obligations in respect of any or His colonies, 
~roteotora.tes, overs~as territories or territortes under suze­
rainty or under mandate exeroiset3 by His .Ue.jesty 's Goverr1ment 
in the United Kingdom. 

The said instrument of ratification was denosited with 
the Secretariat of the League of Nations on October iath, 1934. 

I beg to add that the above-mentioned Convention 
shall enter into force, in virtue of the provisions of its 
Article 17, ninety daye after the receipt of the ratification 
of the United Kingdom of Gr~at Britain and Northern Ireland -
1.e., on January 16th, 1935. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

~ · - .&'or the Seoretar7-General: 

_1c:J7 
Legal Adviser of the Secretariat. 

/ 

- • 

The Mini ster of External Affair s 
for the Union of South Africa . 

P R E T 0 R I A. 



CO.c'Y. 

( N 75 :7i/3Z ·1/50) I•' 1 IEI GU OFI<'I CE , S • . L 

lGth October , 19~4 . 

S!.r, 

Jn accordance with the pro via ions of A1·ticle lo 

of the InternationBl Convention for the Regulation of 

'iThaling, I am direc1:;ecl by Se ere ta1·y Sir John Simon to 

tro.nmni t to you herewith the instrument of ra.tifice.tion 

r.f the Cc""I re::r':.ion by Hi.3 ~fojesty The R.1ng in respect cf 

the United. hing on of Greet Bri vu in £mJ Northern Ireland. 

2 . In accordance with ~~ticle 20 of the Convent.ion, 

t a"l to state t l,ct. nic" 1£a.jes1;y dou; not esm.imc any 

01;:::.e;utic.,1!6 in J·~opect. of c.ny of .f<1 s colon~ea, protec.:torntes , 

-Jvcrseo.s terri t.::cles or: territories unctcr su:;er•1.inty or 

under raanc.·at;e n",!l'Cise".i oy His Me.,jeoty•s Government in the 

Ur.~tcd Kind.om. 

L e· S<!..:1·eta.ry-General> 

Leogue of Nationo , 

Gene•a . 

I am~ etc . 

( Si t;r:.P. d j .? • LSI G H-SMI 'I 11. 
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.14NOV 934 

1 £~2. B . fo . u ,_ •) 4 ,.., Octo our, 19.:1"" . 

Sir, 

fi th re:ference ... o my Circu..:.ur de..ip tcL A .. .io .30 

of th .lli th Au ust ~ I have ... he r.onour to tra.n ii. tne 

cccompe.nyinc copy of a let~er to the s_crev r~-~ener~l of 

tte Lca~e of ne.tion- . d .. _d lbtn Oc'tobcr , orw rdi tne 

inotrt.rr.ent af rati:fic&tion Ly HL.. l t.:.JeStJ w!.ll Kinu, in 

ru oc ~ o! the Uni .. ed Ki • ciora of .... rec. t .:Jr i r. anu _- rthern 

Ircle...d o ' .1:10 Internc.tionW. Co v r. vi n ... or the I.ee,,ulE>-ti on 
' 

of c.Li:i , ~it,n d at Gc.ncvo on .. l .. e "4th S , ... e ... ber, 19..;1. 

2 • Hie I j e sty 1 Go verrrnen" in he United Kin dam 

ur' nreo8inG to lli ..... !.l ,,_ t., 1 s Goverm.1e ts in the oth(!r 

or.inion... .,ne hope tn t tn s wiL. E.Jt or ... .Ly see tr ~ir wCJ.;f to 

ta.k" steps irith e. view to r .... tify !1 , or ncced.in to, uhe 

Conven ... ior., a ...... ue cuoe ay be. 

I huve tl.e ono\J' to oe, 

Sir, 

Your mot obea1e. , 

humb.1..e rvwt, 

~~"~ 

c.ri. o.~ s-~ -
~ 

.... .... 

'Jtz("f jt.. 

~ 
.~ 



C.I. I. 

Tclcrramadru l 
T1lcgr1phrc Address I "NYWEACOM." 

Adressnr ub. all• brltwe un die 
Sdt1ci11os • 

.All CG111mun/callons co k addruud 
to ch• S.Creury. 

x 

( 

Vuwys In antwoord asb. n1 
In reply plclle ~uote 

No, H.N. ,, 4 No. C.I ... - ~.m • 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

OEPARTEMEHT VAN HANDEL EN NYWERHEID, 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCI! AND INOUSTRJES. 

MUTUAUOEDOU, KERKPu:tN, 

MUTUAL BUILDINCO, CHURCH SQUARE, 

PRETORIA .. ..~:th ... :Q.e.~.Qfil'Q.~*.t . _ ...... 193i• 

THE SECRET \RY FOR EXTERNAL AFFAmS PRETORIA. 

Competition by Japanese 
in the Antarctic. 

nith reference to your endorsement of the 

13th ul.timo, foruarding for the Deplll'tment's consideration 

a copy of a minute dated the 27th October 1ast from the 

Political Secretary London, on the ~bove subject, the 

Director of Fisheries survey, Cape Tovm reports that 

the Japanese \1haling Factory Ship 11Antartic11 wo.s due to 

leave ,/alvis Bay tmral'dS the end of last month. 

[The "Antarctic11 has been taking in stores at 

.alvis Bay, and as far as can be ascertained , \till, 

without calling at any Union ports proceed Ciircct to 

the who.1ing grounds accompanied by three whole catchers) 

f... .CRETARY FOR com ERCE ~ nmusTRIES. 



P •• 1<17,/5 

PRETORIA, 

15th D ce iber, 1934. 

fhc Political Seer tary to the 
Hinh Commiecioner for the union of South Africa, 

South Africa House , 
LONDON w. c.2 . 

ith reference to your minute No . 19/8 /l of the 

27th Octob r, regard:lr.g prospective competition by the 

J a.panese 1n the uitarctic Jhaling industry, I beg to 

atatc thot the Director of Fisheries survey, Cnpetolln, 

has reported that the Ja1>anese ilhaling Factory S.111p 

ri1.ntarctic" .as due t.o leave \ olvio Bay towards the end 

of lnot month. 

The "Antcrctic" has been taking in at.ores at 

1e.lvie Bay, end as far es can be ascertained, will, 

without ca1ling nt any union ports proceed oircct to 

the whc.lin8 grounds accomponied by three whale catchers . 

SUCRETARY FOO EXTLRDAL /FF. IRS· 
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Copy. 

Pas u tu .. 
c~.~~ 

.. ~.~A - ... ·····. ·············-
for e1 ' - .. '"'f'fON 

I llON 
01,.,f'\}1 At. 

Date ... ~ ( • I~ .... . ........ , .. Ir: t Is .. ••. ~~······-
1•1 t1eh Vice-Con Ill.at , 

1 th "ov b r, 1 

In reply to your l tt r of th 14th 1 tnnt I beg to 

intorm 1ou that the puxchas1 price tor th floating 

factory s . s . " tarction del1v ry t Tpn&b rg o.nd 1nclud1ng 6 

old lor cl1vcry alvie Bay, wa bout 1 c1llion orwo inn 

kron r . Th a ancae a cnt over r. ~oo ,ooo on the tactory 

ship alone he1e t ~~nober in rcpa.1r1 etc. tor he left 

tor rd1ft to load a coal car o. Th whalers are rath r 

old nd out of d te but the "Antarctic" not o out of 

h • s one 01' th lle:r hi ;;, ong the whaling 

factorieo but wao ~pplicd th a tent lip aft ~or haulins 

up hales. c wa , however, co l burner nilst all 

the wh ling oh1pe operating th16 e on tire oil burner , 

xcopt one, th~ "nuder¢y '• The "An arctic' ex • a. "Jp " 

w a built in u. . 1906 and conv to o h l1n factor~ at 

slo in 1928. lier d. w. a about ,000 tons nn 
1n 

e could 

carr7 bout l ,000 tons of wb lo 011/t r. e. 

o.ne e en cd bout O orw 1ana. l: ase1stant 

r, 1 ot.h r a j,ll 

t rwl e the crew on 1st en. n.e f ctor-; cnt 

from h i-e to r41:ft to loa co l , hence to al vi ay wh re 

th wh ler are and t n to th tch1ng ti ld in the tarot1 • 

01 ~ui ~out 70 will arriv Ge rt o t 

trom J sn fl j in t alv1 r 1th tor and 

outfit w11ch arc sent out fro Jn in in Ja &• e bot. It 

ccoaet'Ul th J w1c intend to carry on th Ante.retie 

haling. 

Youre t 1thfUlly, 

( d) 



Copy. 

( 10219/884/60). 

No.416. 

BRITISH LE ATIOU, 

OSLO. 

17th ove b r, 1934. 

Bir, 

1th reference to my despatch No.408 Cont'1dent1al 

of the 14th instant, I have the honour to tre.nem1 t to 

you herewith copy of a letter from the Br1t1oh Vice­

Oonsul at Toneberg, supplying turth r infor t1on aa to 

the whaling crai't purchaa d by the Jsp nese. 

I have, etc. , 

( Sd) Cecil Dormer. 

Dat& •.. 4.f ~.I.~.'!-.~.· 
' A-I - ••• ..-

/ntfl 's . . :~···· 

The Right Honourable 

Sir John Simon, a.c.e. I. ,K.c.v.o •• K.P., 

etc. , etc. , etc. 
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WHITl'.HAL.L 
T•lcph~t\C ... "? G. 0 r '44 9 SOUTH Arl .. CA HOUe&. 

" Teleg~•ph1c "Cld;::::-::-­
OPPOlllTEL'I', ...-. L.0NOON !' 

L.l!SOUARIC, 

,/ _ _.,,; 
•I;••• a M •c 

TRAFALGAR 5QUARt LONDON 1 W • C • 2 

~ .. 
19/88/1 13th December, 1934 . 

The Secretary for External Affairs, 

P r e t o r i a . 

Jananese Antarctic 

I have the honour to refer to my previous despatcr 

of the 6th instant on the above subject and to transmit 

herewith for information a copy of a despatch (received 

from Dominions Office) ·1h1'~h has been forwarded by the 

British Legation at Oslo supplying further information as 

to the craft purchased by the Japanese for whaling in the 

Antarctic. 

Political Secretary. 

Cc-· . ~ ·c• ...... . 

~.~ ..................... .. 
Passed to .................. ··· ... · =r .. ~ 

O@oH~1eE111 lln 

for INFORMATION 
e1uP06M. ~ 

q ;·;·l·}.>.·;. lnitia/s .•• ~ •• ~.:. .. ~~:4 
Dato ..... 1 ... • · ··- - ~ ~ 

~· ~·~ 
~(~ 
~ 
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UNION OF SOU:i. i ii.PiUCA 

Circular des ntch A No . 3B 
DJwnin Street, 

J H Dece b r, 1934. 

\ 

A'7~1. I 
~ v 

..,.., 

Sir, 

With reference to my Circular deep tch B No .162 

of the 24th October , I have t 1e hono~r to transmit the 

accompanying copies of Treaty Series Paper No . 33 of 193~, 

(0md. 4751) containing the text of the International 

Convention for the ReE,-ul tion of lha:!.in , signed at Geneva 

on the 24th September, 1931. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient , 

humble servant 1 

'l'HE MI asTER OF EXTERNAL A.FF.AIRS, 

UNION OF JJU.H AFRICA . 

J. P •• t .. ¢. • ~· ~ . . 



('. M '~1 / { 
C.l . 1. 

Tf/ceraphlc Address i 
T1/1eram1dru f " NYWERCOM." A// communlc1tlons to be 1ddru1td 

ID the S.crcury. 

Adrmur ub. 1/le brltw• un die 
Sdrcurlt . 

/n rtply plus. quo11 
Verwys In antw-d ub. na 

No. C.t. 114 
No. H.N.- ·- ~ ........ 

UNION OF SOUTH A FRICA.- UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ANO INDUSTRIES, 

DEPARTEMENT VAN HANDEL EN NYWERHEIO, 

MUTUAL BUILDING, CHURCH SQUARE, 

MllnJALGEBOU , KERKPLEIN, 

PRETORIA - ...... l~.~lLf..~J?.rn.g.Y. t ........ ~ 193 .... 5 • 

l 5FEB193~ 
~HE SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL Af<'FAIRS : PRETORIA . 

Treaty Series Paper No . 33 of 1934. 

With reference to your minute No . p .~: . 107/5 

of the 15th ultimo , the Dep::i.rtment would be glad to 

receive a further copy of Treaty Series Paper No . 33 

of 1934 (Cmd 4751) containing the text of the Inter­

national Convention for the Regulation of \rhaling 

signed at Geneva on the 24th September , 1931 . 

fsECBETAAY FOR COLiL:ERCE AlID 

~l 4.q(~ 
INDUSTRIES . 

.. 



' 

2. 

Japanese fishing enterprises, including the fishing in 

Soviet Russian waters . 

5. The Ambassador has informed the Foreign Office 

that the Japanese Government have almost certainly not 

considered this matter but that an opportWlity will be 

taken of making further informal enquiries, the result 

of which will be reported to his Government in due course. 

HIGH CO.fil.USSIONER. 



Tc,t.phon• Tl JP 5 • a 4 4 80. 
80UTH A~RICA HOU81l, 

Tt!. legMphic Add;:;::=:- i;! S St IT M , I • 

WHITEHALL ff. 
"oPPO••T"'i.zi:'..LONooN:' • 10 AP } TRA~ALOAR ~OUARI, L O NDON , W . C.2 

R 19J"l 
• 

~ 
19/88/1. .. 18th March 1935-

" 

Cc...--........-.......,....~ ••. - c. .. 

~ • c:>---' s...:: .... ~ ~ : ....... -
The Secretary for External Affairs, 

P R E T 0 R I A. 

With reference to your minute Ni P.M.107/5 

of Dgcember 15th, 1934, regarding Japanese efforts to 

establish an Antarctic whaling industry, I have the 

honour to inform you that, at the request of the British 

Government, the Ambassador in Tokyo has made enquiries 

of Mr . Aikawa, the industrialist who presides over the 

important Nippon Sangyo (Japan Industrial) Company , 

regarding the commencement of these operations . 

2 . Mr . Aikawa replied that the Nippon Hogei 

(Japan whaling) Company, of ~hich he is the virtual 

owner, had bought the Norwegian whaler "Antarctic" in 

July last year with a view to extending the Company's 

operations in Antarctic waters . 

; . hether the Company would increase the present 

scale of operations or not, ~r . Aikawa stated, would be 

decided "after examination of the results of the new 

venture, and careful study of the general situation.-

The British Ambassador states that Mr . Aikawa 

is said to be endeavouring to obtain control of all 

Japanese ••• 

. . 
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Telephone· WHITEHALL. ...... i 
(7 LlNtel 

Tcllgraphlc Addreu -

•mo"""· _,,._.,<.co"'°( : 

•OUTH A,.RICA HOUSa, 

TRA,.AL.OAa. SQYARll, 

LONDON, W. C.2 

P.S.17/25/4. ,,, , 4th April, 1935. 

The Secretary for External Affairs, 

PRETORIA. 

In continuation of my despatch of March the 

18th, in regard to the Japan~se efforts to develop a 

whaling industry in the Antarctic, I have the honour to 

inform you that the British Embassy in Tokyo has 

communicated to the Foreign Office that the following 

note appeared recently in e.n account of the activities of 

the Nippon Sangyo (Japan Industrial) Company:-

Nature of 
buainess. 

Whaling and 
Floating 
Factories 
for whaling 
products. 

Subsidiary 
.9EJ!!pany. 

Japan 
Whaling 
Company 

Remarks. 

Whalers under its 
control are 23 out 
of the small total 
of 30 in Japan. 
After building new 
floating factories, 
will advance into 
the North and South 
Seas . 

High Commissioner. 

PB.88 a 

DSN.. ..:Z.· $. ~ 
c C1• • • • •• r 



C.L. 60. 1935. II.B. 

LEAGUE OF NATIONS 
--------· 

CONVENTION FOR THE REGULATION OF WHALING 

Geneva , September 24th, 1931 . 

ACCESSION OF ECUADOR 

Geneva, 3 APR. ·~.,5 

Sir, 

I have the honour to inform you that tho 

Permanent D legato ot' Ecuador accreditnd to the 

L~ague of Nations deposit d uith the Secretnriat , 

on April 13th, 1935 , the 5nstrument of acoeasion 

by His Excellency the President of the Rcpnblio 

of Ecuador to the Convention for the RegL1lntion of 

Whaling, signed at Geneva on September 24th, 1931 , 

in nc~ordance with the provisions of Article 16 of 

the Convention . 

I have the honour to be , Sir , h 

Your obedient Servant, 

~or the Secretary-Gen~ral : 

Acting Legal Adviser of the Secretariat . 
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SOCilfi'E DES NATIONS TJEAGUF. OP NATIONS 
DANll 'TOU'f( COIO•Ul<ICAllON POl!TANT ... ANY ,. lllTHCA OOMMl.OlllCATIOH ow 
IUR Cit IU.ICT l'R t11r or .............. L( , .. ,. •un .. rOT Pt(A9[ OUOTt 

N9_ Nq C.L. 60. 1935 . 11.B. 
CT 0:•0A1aeu•;. MOKlllUll Ll If lllT.&111[ 

Cl~lA•~ t ..... Cl Tl ta H.&'T ~ ... c•<iVt 
A~D A0011[ •TO - THC St IHTA ' 

(" .. l .. AL.L AUUt l'U MATft)H • lilt \fA 

CONVE...~TION FOR THE REGULATION OF WHALING 

Geneva, September 24th , 1931. 

ACCESSION OF ECUADOR 

Geneva, April 30th . 193o. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to infocm you that the 

Permanent Delegate of Ecuador accreditAd to the 

League of Nations deposited with the Secretariat , 

on April 13th, 1935, the instrument of accession 

by His Excellency the President of the Republic 

of Ecuador to the Convention for the Regulation of 

W'na.l ing, s ignecl at Gene-va on September 2<1 th , 1931 , 

in accordance uith the provisions of Article 16 of 

the Convention. 

I have the honour to be, Sir , 

Your obedient Servant , 

For the Secreta.ry-Gen~ral : 

ti./.< j'"lt 
Acting Legal Adviser of the Secretariat . 

The Minister ot External Affairs 
tor the Union or South Africa , 

PR E T 0 R I A. 

~O··d· .,_ ~~. 
~-..iu-~ 

h 
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P. S. 17/25/4,. 

ll O U T H A' R ICA HO U SE, 

T RA,ALOAR SQUAR&, 

L O N O ON , W .C. 2 

14th !Lay , 1935 . 

The Pl'ime Minister and Minister of External Affairs , 

PRETORIA . 

I have the honour to refer to my despatch of 

April the 4th on the subject of the reported establirllment of 

a J apaneee whaling industry in the Antarctic, and to state, 

for your information , that the British Foreign Office has 

been advised by the British Legation in Oslo that the "Tidens 

Tegn" of April the 8th containe1 a report from Tonsberg to the 

effect that the Japanese Whaling Expedition with the 

"Antarctic Maru", formerly the Nor wegian floating factory 

"Antarctic" had ceased operations on the 16th Febr uary when 

its production amounted to 12 , 955 barrelo of oil . 

It was reported that whaling commenced on 

December the 24th and that a production of about ;o ,ooo 
The Minister stated 

barrels of oil was originally aimed at. 

that it was rumoured that there had been considerable dis­

satisfaction on board and that fighting had taken place 

between the members of the Japanese crew. Eleven Norwegians 

who had accompanied the expedition left for Norway from 

Australia , and six of them it was stated were due to arrive 

in London on April the 5th . 

'~ ~c.L--- .__ 
G t 

"""'r ,. 0 • • a .. es uur aan ...... ....... ...... ... . 
oo~ng 

Vtr I fa r. I. () 
af1H:Httie/1ng 

n t "t. C.• lo , . p t '"• .,a um......... ..... araa .... ~ .... 



C.L. ?Z. 1936. II.B. 

LEAGUE OF NATIOilS 

COP lTI 1 C 'I 0" tALI 

Geneva , Sep ember 24th , 1951 . 

RATIFICATION BY ll'RAIWE 

Goneva., 

Sir, 

I ha.ve the ho. our t ii for ycu that the 

Miniot r fr Fo·c'g .. f e tell R public 

r tu·· cation bas f'or.ar t t i 

by His E.cel e 1~Y he ~ l B i:;ublic of 

the Conve in f0r the R ;ul tio1 of a.ling , s tgned 

o.t Genav o S .P, ,,b . 24ta , 19 " n n.ccordi:mce 

wi th the pr visio.s of Ar~iclc 1 0f tis G nvcntion . 

The caid instcun;cr.t of ra'"fi~ tion wo.a 

depos i t 1 ~ith th C creto. ·iat o ( ~ 16th, 19~5 . 

I have the h nour to be , Sir , 

Your obeii nt Servant , 

For the Seer tary- G a ral , 

of le S cretar iut. 

ns 

he 



SOCIETH DES NATIONS 
0 .A" I T OUTt CO llM U " IC .A TIO !i PO •T.-. liT 

8UR cc SUJCT PAllflr or A APPILIA Lt 

LEAGUE OF NATIONS 
IN ANY FUATHtR OOll" U " ICATION ON 

THIS eus.ircT PLf A&l QUOT[ 

N9 
N'! C. L . 72. U~35. II.B. 

CT D'A D~t81[A 1 llO>illEUA lt 8lCAhAtAf 

CtNCAAL DE LA aoctlTi DI• •uT•t>N8,C.t•tvr 

A ND A00 .. [18 TOI- THl ltCllETARV• 
CfHCRAL,ll &OUC: Of ttATION• , ClfilfVA 

CONVENTION FOR THE RllXlULATIOlT OF WHALING , 

Geneva , September 24th , 1931 . 

RATIFICATION BY FRANCE 

Geneva. Uay 27th. l 935 . 

Sir. 

I have the honour to inform you the.t the 

Ministe r fo r Foreign Affairs of the French Republ j c 

has forwarded to me the instrument of ratification 

by His Excellency the President of the Republic of 

the Conventi on f or the R~gulati on of Whaling , signed 

at Geneva on September 24th , 1931 , in accordance 

wi t h the provisions of Article 15 of thio Convention . 

The said inst1·ument of ratific ati on was 

deposited with the Se cr etariat on llny 16th , 1935. 

I have the honour to be , Sir , 

Your obedient Servan t , 

For the Secretnry-General , 

Acting Legal Advtser of the Secretariat. 

The 1 ... i nister or External Affairs 
for the Uni on of South Afr i ca , 

P R J T 0 R I A. 

c:...-4.. -.... ""r . 
43.~.A-~ 

Gestuur a.an .................. ........ . 
Q~ff 

v1r n 
~ 

atumJ':'.~ .~\ 

) 

f 

s 

e 

d 



~ ... .,, . 

c 

on . 

ciepos1'tea. vll'tn "tne i:;ecre'ta.r1a.'t on UlO.Y .LO'tn 1 L.';l.,b . 

I have the honour to be , Si r, 

~our obedient Servant, 

For the Secretnry-General, 

Acting Legal Advlser of the Secretarlat. 

The 1n1oter of 'xternal Affairs 
for tho Union of South Africa , 

P R T G R I A. 

"~ -.....11"~· 
'3.-:> A., 

Go t / r 12an ......... ................ . 

e 
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R /BX. P •• 107/6. 

PRETORIA, 

24th &lune , 1935· 

INDUSTF.mZ. 

e · .nalins. 

I be to refer t.o circular t.clegraos 

D. 57 and 58 ot the 23rd ~ b'Clll the .;Jjecret.ary of •it.ate 

for Dominion ttairs, London, copies of which were for­

warded to you tor consideration on th 3rd inst.ant, and 

'to st.at.e that an eurq inti tion of your vie o would be 

appreciated. 
In t.."lis connection an enquiry has been 

received from the High Cot:missioner for the United f .. 1ng­

dom as "to whet.her any Regulations i.avc been r:i.'lde by the 

Union Government in pursuance ot the aling Convention, 

1931, and I shall be glad to learn hat reply should be 

ret.w-nec.1l 'to the enquiry. 

SLCRETAlW FOR X'I'BP. AL F m.:>. 



S. W • .\.127 

In antwoord 11ebewc tc referetr na: 
In reply plea e quote. 

No. _ A . 483/l 

SUIDWES-AFRIKA. - SOUTH WEST AFRICA. 

. . 

KAN'.l'OOH VAN l>IE 
on·wf, OF THE 

Administrator, 

WINDHOEK, 

The Secretary for External Affairs , 

PRETORIA. 

\!HALING . 

I have the honour to acknowledge the 

receipt of a copy of a telegram, dated the 23ra 

1lay,l935, from the Secretary of State for Dominion 

Affairs to your Department, on the subject of 

whaling . 

As far as I am aware the question r aised 

in the telegram does not affect this Territory/but 

the Administration will of course fall into line , , 

with any measures adopted by the Union Government . 

There are no sea- going whalers registered in South 

\'lest Africa. 

Your endorsement No . P .M. 107/5 of the 

3rd instan t refers. ~,¢~. 
ACTG . SEC&TARY FOrt SOUTH \:EST nFRICA . 



p M ltrf}/~" c.1. •· 

Ttl4Ct1phrc Address I 
Trlr1ramidra f "NYWEACOM." 

All communlcarlons co ~ eddr•utd 
to the Sccraury. 

Adrusrcr alb. allt brltw• 11n die 
Scluc1,,is, 

In rtp/y pftase quoc. 
v-r• In anrwoord esb. na 

~o. C.I. 400/ 8 • 
o. H.N.. •.• • -·-· -····· ·-

UN ION OF SOUTH AFRlCA.-UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ANO INDUSTRIES, 

DEPAATEMENT VAN HANDEL EH NYWERHEID, 

MUT\IAL BUILDING, CHURCH SQUARE, 

MUT\IALGEBOU, KERKPLE1H, 

PRETORIA ._ ...... 2nd .. JU.l.Y., ..... -···-·········· .... 193 §.!. 

THE SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS PRETORIA. 

Whal.inS· 

With reference to your minute No. P.M. 107/5 

of the 24th ul.timo, on the above subject, the cir­

cu1ar telegrams B. 57 and 58 of the 23rd May from 

the Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs London, 

are receiving tbe Department's consideration and a 

further minute will be addressed to you in due course. 

f A~!NG SECRETARY FOR COIAllERCE AND nii'AisTRIES: 



" 2. 

control the present activitieo of the Provincial Ad­

ministrations in regard to fishil\'.; in union waters and 

also deep-sea fishing . Preliminary discussion on the 

subject took place at the first meetine of the Provin­

cial Consultative Committee which met in Pretoria on 
I • the 24th ultimo • .and at ~Jhich the Department was repre-

sented. 
The proceedings were, ho\/ever, of an informal 

nature and it was agreed that the matter vrould be con­

sidered in greater detail at the next meeting of the 

provincial Consultative committee during October next . 

In the circumstances it is felt tbat, beyond 

the possibility of action by the Provinces concerned, 

nothing can be done in the direction desired by His 

llajesty's Government until the question of control has 

been settledJ 

~ting SECRETARY :FOR cow.r~RC8 /! ro IlIDUS'l'RIES. 



r. M \bl I .; c.1. 1. 

Telqram1dru \ 
1 •lc1raphlc Addrw "NYWf.ACOM." 

Mr.ue•r ub. '"' brlf'N• un die 
ScJ<rt(lfff, 

All comm11n/c1clons to be 1ddrused 
ro cht S.ueury. 

V-ys In 1ncwoord asb. n1 
In rtply pluu quot• 

No. HJ>l, 
No. C.I. 

4QQ/8 . 

UNIE VAN SUIO-AFRIKA.-UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

DEPARTEMEHT VAH HANDEL EH NYWERtlEID, 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES, 

MU'T1JALGE80U, KERKPLEIN 

MU'T1JAL BUILDING. CHURCH SQUARE 

PRETORIA ................ ?..1J'•h. ... JUlY.i.--···· ..... 193 .. 5 • 

THE SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS PRETORIA . 

Whaling Legislation. 

\li th reference to your minute No . P .u .107 /5 

of the 24th ultimo, on the above subject, it has to be 

pointed out that in the absence of "Chlion Legislation 

dealing with the control of whaling this Department has 

no r.la.Chinery for taking steps similar to those taken by 

t.he British and Norwegian Governments. -L The control of whaling is at present vested 

in the uaritime Provinces which have from time to time 

issued proclamations, dealing with whaling, under their 

Fisheries Ordinances as follows: -

Cape Province - Ordinance uo . 30 of 1920. 
Proclamation No . 47 of 1929 as 
amended by Proclamation 107 of 
1929. 

Uatal - ordinance uo . 11 of 1916. 
Procl amation No. 181 of 1916. 

Further, the l:andat~d Territory of south \lest Africa has 

issued Proclamation No . 50 of 1923. 

Since the above Proclamations were all issued 

prior to 1930 it appears that no Regulations have been 

promuieated by the Provinces in pursuance of tbe YJbaling 

convention of 1931. 

As you are no doubt anare the Department has 

under consideration the auvisability of introducing 

legislation with the object of co-ordinating under Union 

control .•••• 



.. 

HN/ 
r.~. 107/6 • 

• 

PRETORIA, 
?th Auguat, 1935. 

Sir, 

~1th reference to your oral enquiry of the 

l lst June, relative to \1heling Regulations , I have the 

honour to state, in confirmation or the information furnish­

d to you 'by th• Director ot Fisheries, Capetown, that no 

Regul tions have been promulgated 'b"J tne Union Government 

in pursuance of the Whaling convention of 1931. 

l have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

,\l.~[~ 
SECRB'l'ARY FOR F..XTCRNAL AFFAIRS. 

The Acting r oliticnl secretary 
to the High Commissioner for 

the United Kingdom, 
10 Bryntirion, 

PRETORIA. 



'l'h 

COY!/ 
P •• 107/6. 

PRETORIA, 

?tll Augu t, 1935• 

a1r, 
1th r f renc t,o your oral enquiry 

ot th 21st, June , r lnti v to 
l.1nS gul.D.tiom , I 

-:v t.h honour to tnt , in con:ti.n'Wlt.ion ot in-

f or tion fUrniobcd to you bY 't.h Director of Fis r1 a, 

en town, 1:.h t no Regu :t1one h n pr utcc1 by 

th Union Gov rnmcnt in purouunc of ing Con n-

tion of 1931· 
I htl: tho honour t,o 

s1r, 

Your o di nt Servant, 

t 

( gd) P.R. Both t 

GnCIU!T/UtY l'OR EXTDRllAL AFFADlS• 

• 



- 2 -

cours as the Briti Gov mm nt, it i thought that the 

procedure outlined above ou1d, in th circumstanc s, the 

only avaiJ.abl ans of falling into li 
th proposed curtailment (let December, 1936, 

to the 16th !!arch, 1935) of Whaling ope1'ationa refers to th 

next ae on, euch provincial Proclemo:t.ions could be made to 

operate pending the coming into force of any Union legisla­

tion with regard to deep- ea fiahing which may be contem­

plated at later date, it being assumed that such legisl.a .. 

tion will deal with waling· 
I would be glad if' you would advise me soon 

as po ibl of the views of your partment concerning the 

propoaal8 ot the British Government, and aleo - if those 

propose.le are regarded :favourably - on the question of Whet.bar 

a solution of the difficulty of machin ry can be found on the 

linos indicated above• You. will appreciate that it is desir­

ed to return an answer to the Brit.i h Government's ca.bl grams 

of 23rd ~ o:t. an arl:y date • 
In the meantime a reply h been Mreseed to 

the High Commissioner for the United Kingdom on the question 

ot gulations
1 

end a copy of it is nclosed :f'or your ~or-

mation. 

SECRETARY FOR EXTBRl AL AFFAIRS I 



---- I 

SHI P •• lCll/6. 
• 

PRi..'"""'TOBIA, 

9th August, 1935. 

THE SE~TARY FOR COUIZRCE AND nmusTRIES: 

\Vha1ing Leeiolation. 

Jith reference to your Wnut.e No.40CV8 of 

t.he 24th ul:timo regarding the subject not.ed ov , I b g 

t.o recall that the Convention tor the Regulation of 

(Geneva., 24th September, 1931) a signed, end 

ratified (in 1933), on t.he re co n&ition ot the then 

Department of it!ines and IndUstries. 
It is t.hou~t that you will, th ref ore, be in 

touch with the Uaritime Provine a regarding the Q(lm1nist.ra­

' t1on of th convention,,. should be glad t.o be tnformed:-

1) 1fbether the Provinces of Natnl ani of 
t.bc Cape have official knowleeige of t.he 
Convention, and 

2) whether the ordin&noea and Proclamations 
in exist.enc t the time of the ratifica­
tion of the Conv nt.ion re taken into 
consideration found to provide ade­
quate enabling legislation '!or the exe­
cution of obligations undertaken by 
the union in terca of t.be Convention. 

If' the reply to (2) nbov is in the attirela­

t.ive, and your minUte 10. J.14 Vol. 2 of t.h 23rd october, 

1934, writ. ten w1 t.b that kno 1 dge , a t\J,rt.her conaidera-
QrdinanC s oul.d 

t.ion arise , viz~ -
allo the llaritime FroVinC , in consultation (if sired)., 

th your Department
1 
to is u Procl t.ions with vie 

to eting th British Govern:nent' suggestions contained 

in their cablegrams of th 23rd y t. . 
If your ~nt d cid e to adopt. th 

~0 ·~ \~'\ ' 
V~Y. ~.,\· 

cour / • •• 



"' T tltitam1dra l 
T1lqt1phlc Addrta { "NYWEACOM." 

Adrmttr asb. 1//t brtcw• aan di• 
S.lt.rtt.aris. 

All commun/c11lons ID be addrased 
co !he S.Creeary. 

V-ys In 1ntw00td ab. na 
In rtply plusc qYOU 

~:: ~f·_ ........ 19.Q/8. 

UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA.-UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

DEPA.RTEMEMT VAN HAMDEL EN HYWERHEIO, 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES, 

MUTIJA.LGEBOU, KERKPLEIN, 

MUTUAL BUILDING, CHURCH SQUARE 

PRETORIA .......... 7.:th ... S~p:tem'O.e.r. .. ............. 193 

THE SECR!:.'T IRY FOR EXT~AL AFF crRS 

tniaiing Legislation. 

Tith reference to your minute ro . P .r . 107/5 

of the 9th ultimo , on the above subject, the Department 

is in communication with the Director, Fisheries Survey , 

Cape Tovm . 

As soon as a reply is received a further minute 

will be addressed t o you . 

P,CRET ffiY FOR C011£RCE AUD INDUSTRIES. 

v 



excessive destruction . His i~ajesty' s Government regard it as 

highly desirable therefore, if the stock of 'holes is to be 

cafeeuarded, tho.t o.ll whale fishinc chould be subjcctcrl to 

rcstric tions clesj gned to achieve that object , ac conterDlated in 

th International Convention and as rcGe;ribcd i ll ReGUlations 

made by the British and NoI'\Jegian Gove1·.roncnts . 

b . In these circumstances His r:ajesty ' s Ambassador has the 

honour to invite an ex,ression of the Yie\ s of tne Im1.,cn•iul 

Japanese Goverruncnt on this subject o.nd to suggest that they 

should consider the t.uestion of becomine a ~1art.y to the convention, 

under Article 16 of \ hich )I·ovision is made for the accession to 

it of any State, whether a nember of the League of nations or a 

non- member, \'thich '"as not an original signatory . 

6 . His l~ajesty ' s Arnbassador is further instructed to 

enquire of the Imperial Japanese Governrr.ent 'f•hether they " ill 

consider the desirability of alo. ting restrictive legislation in 

the case of .ra.1)anese 1-.1halinc shi,?S on the lines of that 

contemplo.tec1 in the convention. 

Brit inh Embassy , 

TOKYO . 

July 1st, 1935. 



C 0 P Y. 

Nv . 109 

( 7 /338/3, ) • 

His Majesty ' s Ambassador presents his compliment3 

to His Imperial Japanese !.1ajesty ' s ~iinister for Por·eign 

Af'fuirs and , under instructions from His Majesty's 

Princi.pal secretary of State for .l''oreign Affairs, has the 

honour to ir.v1te rlis Excellency's attention to the 

following mutter: -
2 . In September , 1931, an International Convention 

for the Regulation of 1fualing was signed at Geneva, the 

object of the Convention being the preservation of the stoc¥ 

of whales to the mutual interest of the countries 

interested in the industry . 
~ . Japan was not a party to this Convention and at 

the time of its signature was not, it is understood, 

interested in the question. 
But in 1934 a Japanese 

Corrr::iany , the Japan Whaling Company , o )Crated by the Japan 

Industrial Company , _t>urchased in Norway a vecscl with which 

to engage in the industry in the Antarctic and, according 

to ir.f'or iation in the possession of His Maj es• ' s Ambassador, 

the company in question did actually conduct operations 

during tne 1934-35 season. 
4 . According to the latest information obtained fro~ 

British and 1,or\rcgian whaling ..,ou"'ccs, the stock of whaleo 

in the Antarctic, or , at any rate , of blue \'hales, auring 

the past season snowed definito si...,!'O 01 dc_pletion throug.'1. 

cxcescive/ 
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TEIEGR, •• 

of St te for D in· r. f' ire, London . 

irs, Pr tor in. 

18th S w ber , l.n35 . 

Ci.rculrr B. 91. ny teleo-a::. of tre 23rd t....; CircJlcr B. 57 . 

11 o.ling Industr~ (ships) R-Q l.r tions 1935 h ve .r o: been 

.adc wcing it u condition of liccr.1.ce to be .:.ssued to ships 

er d in treating \;1.£.:.les that 11 tl. re sl• 11 at be 

cliv .. 'ed to or treated in ships c..r.~ .hue tb t l.os been 

tr : ... en in en;J \7 tc rs of Sou~ of 4<P Seu th at e.:n.y ti ;:.e 

ot' .er t!1cn d..iri.I the _-ier:!.od fro Dece ber lst to I..:arch 

15th next .Lollo.li.ng, bott. a tes inclusive . 

0.J f •• ~ •••• : .. 
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Adr-r ub. a/It bmw• un di• 
Wreurlt. 

All oommunlcallons co be tddrtsMd 
co !he Swcury. 

v-r• In ancw-d ash. 111 
In r~ pluse qUOl• 

No. H.N. J'll'\I'\ 'S 
No. C.I. ,,_ ':1'V~•ll. • 
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THE SECRErARY FOR EXTIBNAL AFFAIRS PRETORIA. 

Whaling Legislation. 

~ith fU.rther reference to your minute 

No . p.u. 107/5 of the 9t.h ultimo, on the above subject, 

the Department is informed by the Maritime Provinces 

that although they have no official knowledge of the 

International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling, 

provisions exist in their respective Fisheries Ordinances 

which vtould enable them to issue Proclamations for 

carrying out the British Government's suggestion that 

whaling should be limited to the period December 1st 

1935 and March 15th 1936. 
The Department agrees that in the absence 

of Union Legislation dealing vrith whal.ing, the Maritime 

provinces should, in the meantime, proclaim a restricted 

period during which whales may be caught. 

The Director of Fisheries survey has been 

requested to consult with the Provincial Administration 

of the Cape and prepare a draft Procla.IIBtion for 

promulgation by the two llaritime Provinces . 
You V1ill be further advised when the Proclamations 

have been issued. 

fsECRETARY FOR COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES. 


