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P. S. 16/5 

The Acting lligh Commisoioner for the 
Union of South Africa presents hio compliconto to 
Hie Excellency the Ambassador of Japan and haa the 
honour to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 
the latter's Note of the 23rd Novenbcr, 1960 
kindly tro.nsoitting inforoation on the procedures 
adopted by the Japanese authorities for the relief 
or thc1.r vcaael "Soyo." when it became icebound in 
Antarctic waters . This infol'ilation has been passed 
on to the South African nuthoritieo concerned . 

The Acting High Coomisaionor for 
the Union of South Africa nvn ls himself of this 
opportunity to renew to His Excellency the Ambasco.dor 
of Japan the assurance of his highest consideration. 

London, 
2nd December , 1960 • 

. 

~ 



.P.C.16/5 

IL 

6th Deccmb r, 1960. 

lRS. 

1th fUrther reference to your mnuto 102/2/7/2 
of 8th June ond to our interim r ply of 11th July, 1960, 

o mah to edviec that we cnquir d i~ormally ot the 
oreign Office laot eek wh thcr there hod boen any f'urthor 

dovolopmento 1n United Xingdom th1nk1ng on tho goncrel 
question of procodurco for the relief of veaoolo ice-
bound in Antarctic atere. 

o learn that euoh propoealo o have been mudo 
for the provioion of o Britiah icobrcak r for uo in 
Antnrotic .atoro hove been temporarily ohelvod ponding 
tho properat1on by the Colonial Offic~ of o paper for the 
Oobinot ~hich will exnmino in d tail th coete involved. 
lt io expected that this paper uill be reedy for oubmiaaion 
to tho Cabinet in about April, 1961. 

It wae euggeotod to us in tho cource of convor­
aotion that the oouth ~riCDn rcpreacntotivo on the 
Antarctic Treaty lntarim Group in aebington miB}lt posoibly 
care to roioe in thie bo<\y oo a whol , or in on inner 
group compo3cd of roprosentetivco of tho Unit d Kingdom, 
uotralio, lew Zoalond and th Un1tod St tea, tho quc tion 

of the adoption of recognised proc aurco for off ording 
relief to veeeelo becot:U..ng ioo-baundJ alternativoly, the 
cntter oould perhapo be dincusoed ot th proposed Canberro 

oting. Tho oreign Office offici l 1th hom o epoke 
ddod thst ho .ould be mentioning tho mutter to tho Unit d 

Kingdom represontetive on the lntori~ Group. .o oaid that 
.o would paoa the ougg et'ion on to you. 

ere sending copieo of this mi.nut , of our 
tlinUte of llth July, ot your l"linute of 8th Jwie ond of 
tho replies rocoived fron tho l1orocg1on and Jopaneo 

bDesi D 1n London to tho vouth J.fricon baeey in 
aohington for 1nformot1on, in ooee the queotion ehoul.d 

be broached informally with our repreocntotivo on th 
Interim Group. 

o should be glad if we could bo k pt 1.nf ormod 
of any turthor action you cay decide to toko in tho cotter. 

R~~E. 

11.cti.ng High Co:!l:liesionor. 
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I hovo passed on to Pretoria your eugecet1on 
thot the South Africon representative on the Int rim 
Group in .oohinflton mie)lt poauibly rois in that body 

o hole. or in on innor sroup cona1ot1ng of repro-
ecntat1voe of th United Kingdom, Auotrnl1e, N Zcalcnd 
and the United Gtotca, the queot1on ot the adoption of 
reooGllioed procodurcs for affording relief to veooolo 
becoming ice-bound in Antarctic atero. I 1ould oontion, 
howevor, that oinoe June we hnvo not hod any furthor 
indication thot the gouth African cuthorit1co do, in 
fact, 1ntond to purau the tter. l shell be in touoh 
1th you acain hen I hove received a reply from Pretoria. 

y \JV..J .r 

(A. F. Drake) 



/ 

P • ..,.16/5 9'h n.oeaber, 1960. 

Referring to our telephone oonvereation. la•t 
week on the queetion ot prooedurea tor th• relief of 
Taeaele beoonna 1oe-boun4 in A.ntarotio watere, you may 
recall that 1 undertook to let you have a note ot the 
Tiewa of the Sou"th ~rioan authoritiea, •• they were :1n 
June laet, when tlr. de Villiers ot thia Ottioe tiret 
ra1ae4 thie aat'ter informally with Mr. Uanlre7. 

Broadly, 1n the 'Yi•• ot the South African 
author1t1ea one of the biggeat basarcl• that all .Antarctic 
expedition.a fece ia the danger of relief vessels becoming 
ice-bound. !bis proved to be the oaee during the laat 
Antarctic 1ea1on when the Polarb~orn, the veaeel that 
conveyed the south Afrioan personnel and equip118nt to 
Queen ~ud Land, had to be aeeieted through the ioe by 
an .Argentine ioe-breaker. 

The "American Support Program" ia daoigned 
prinu1rily tor the support of United Statea atetione and 
expeditions in Antarctica, but do•• alao provide the 
necessary aos1etance by formal agreement for the new 
Zealand operations in th• Antarotio. A• far a• the South 
African euthoritiee are aware, this 1a the only agreemen~ 
of it1 type in ox1atenoe althout.;h the Jmor1cona have el10 
in 'the p•at been "'lery co-operative 1n responding on an ad 
hoc baa1• to oalla for help from other ex editions which 
have found tbemeel"'lea in ditfioultiea. 

Although :ru.ture expeditiona hich may find them­
aelvee ioe-bound will no doubt be willingly assisted by 
ahipa end ice-breakers of other countries ioh happen 
to be in the v cinity, tbie, in the South African view, 
is clear17 an \llloertain end riak,J b~oie on which to opera'•· 
ln the circuaatanoea the south African eutbor1t1•• started 
laat June loolc.ing tentatively into the poaa1b111tiea of 
a l••• hapheaard arrangement - perbap1 in 'the :nature of a 
formal agreeHnt - wbereb1 assistance might 'be aought an4 
oonf14entl7 expeote4 aa and when neoe••&r.Y· • a firat 
etep, and before 4ec141na whether to make any formal 
approaoh9• to other GOTernmenta, the outh Afrioan authori­
t1ea aaked ue to obtain infor•tion on the prooedun. an4 
polio1•• whioh might haYe 'been evolnd by other oountriea 
wiith expeditions in Antarotioa. lt wae in oonaequenoe of 
this thst we approeohed the Poreign Ottioe. 

K. G. olnnea, Eeq., 
.Allerioen Department, 

l reign ffioe. 

AD/AG 

/I have .... 



AIR HAIL. 
LUGPOS, 

\UNION OF SOlTIH AFRICA 
\ UNIE VAN SUIO.AFRIKA 

102/2A /2. 

0£PARTMHNT OF ExrERNt;L. AFFAIRS. 

DEPARTEMl!NT VAN BUITELANOSE SAKE. 

PRETORIA. 

-,b OEC1960 

Die Waarnemende Hoe Kommissaris vir die 
Unie van Suid- Afrika, 

LONDEN . 

Moontlike Bystand in Antnrktika . 

Ek verwys na u dienobri.ef P . S.16/5 van 6 Desember 
1960, we.arin u die moontlikheid opper dat die hele kwessie 
van bystand in geval van nood bespreek word by die vergader­
ings van die ~delike Groep in Washington of in die alter­
natief by die komende byeenkoms in Canberra. 

De mag meld vir u inligting dat die kweasie 
geplaas is op die voorlopige agenda vir die komende 
Canberra Byeenkoms van die Antarktika Verdragslande , op 
vooratel van Frankryk gesteun deur die Unie . Die agenda 
item se juiste bena.ming is ,,Wederkerige Bystand tussen 
Ekepedisiee" . 

ID~ . 
.,,.... S:FXRETARIS V~ELANDSE SAKE. 

uwixiaen"G'.i.y cxpeo~oG e und hon nee eoary. Ao o first 
at p, una b fore 4ecid1na wheth r to k ony to al 
opproachea to other Governmcnta, the outh Africon authori­
t1oe oak d ue to obtain informntion on tho procodur s nd 
policieo which ~ight have been evolved by oth r countri s 
1th xpedit1ons in hnterct1ca. lt a in oonuequeno of 

thic that e opproached the Foreign Offic • 

K. G. 

AD/AG 

c1nneo, sq., 
ric n D partm nt, 

reien Office . 

/1 .... 



AIRMAIL, 
lUGPOS, 

UNION OF SOUTH .AFRICA. 
_---:;U~NIE VAN SUID-.AfRllC.A 

lC'? /t(./f /l . 

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
DEPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANDSE SAICE. 

l.i.LTOR!A . 

30 Nl 6l 

The Act1n~ Hi•h Commiesi~ner for tho Union of South A~rica , 
LONDE.!\ . 

Acquisition of an Oliver 006 ~ieool 
Tractor for S . A . N . A . ~ . 

ti th further reference to yo1lr :-ainute I . .... . 16/5 
of the ~(lth ay , 1::;60 , and to ,..flra,eraph d of the note dated 
13th ~ay , 1960 , addre~sed to you by the Nor c•ian h1nbaesy 
in London , I ohould like to invite your attention to 
the fact that no indic•tion has yet been 5iven n~ to whether 
any refund is aue to the Union in re~vect of the .eut and 
two heater valves which were not fittEJd to the abovementioned 
tr•:i.c tor ordered for the .... outh African t. tional Antarctic 
ExL e i tion . It .1ould accordin ,,ly be apprecia.ted if you 
coul m ce uit ble en uiries in thi connect'on • 

.t;,. ·Ct ~~i RY FOR r.r LlliAl A • \IH..J . 



• S.16/5 

"'he South African High Oommisoion presents 
ito oomplimento to the Royal ,orwegian bae y a.nd 
has the honour to refer to the bneey•e Note of the 
13th o.y, 19601 regarding the ~rocure ent and fitting 
of the Olivar u.0.6 dieeol tractor ordered to ards 
th end of 1959 through essra. E. • Beede A/S, Oslo, 
tor the South African Nation~ nt retie :ex edition. 

A the Norwegian :b ... sy will rec 11, it 
wae sta1;ed in th 1r oto th t esar • B. . Heede A/S, 
as well e the innut'~cturera, ere inveetiB!lting the 
oircumatanoee in which the liver tractor w s receiv d 
in Cnpe Town ithout a seat ae e~bly and two heater 
valvoa :hich, in conse~uence, had to be eup~lied by the 
local gents . mhe ~ baesy inti ted 1'Urther th t, if 
it era found that the vaiua o~ these aoceaeorioa had 
not been aubtrnctGd in the nnufacturer•s rice, the 

ount ~n question would be rofundea. 

he South Afriorlll High Commission hao tho 
honour to in oro the or eginn baeey that it has 
r oontly received nn enquiry from the South African 
authorities concerned ne to whether refund io in 
t at duo in ree oct of the acceaeori s ontioned. 

In the oircu stances the routb A£rican lligh 
Commie ion would be oet n. prooiative if th• Norweginn 

baeey would be ood enough to r fer t is enquiry 
to th a ro riate quarters. 

'Ihe South frioan igb Co!Dllliaeion vaila 
itself of tbie op ortunity to re~ew to the oynl 

on- ian b eey the e.esuM.nce of its highest 
conaideMtion. 

London, 

9th Febryary, 1961. 

At/AG 



AD/AG 

The Royal iiorwegian ... :ribaosy .i!resents its 

COC'lpliments to the Jouth if rican lii[jl Co nission and 

h'lS the honour to acknowlede,e recei.L>t of its note ;:o . 

• . J . lli/5, dated t .. 1e 9tl February, 1,...61, rega.rdinr, 

the irocure ent and fit.in.:; of ~1e liver C.C. 6 diesel 

trac or ordered tove.rds the end of 1);9 throUf]l essrs. 

> • •• eede .l/J, Oslo, for the ~1.mth .b.fricari .. 1ticnal 

"•ntarctic ~xpedi ti on. 

he contents of tho note fro~ the :outr African 

Hir,h l!c JDiosi.on r as been conveyed .. o the l onteL,ian 

1iuthori ties. 

"1e l'ornecian . iluaosy avails itself of this 

o • .tcrtur .. ity t.o renew to ti--e Jouth Afric,.n ligh Co.Jmission 

the assurances of i s l hest cc.nsider-..tion. 

l.ondcn, 1 th ebn1ary, 1>61. 



P. S.16/5 

AIRLlAll 

9th ~y, 1961. 

THE SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

Acquisition of an Oliver 006 Diesel 
Tractor for S.A.N.A.E. 

As requested in your minute 102/2/7/l of 30th 
January, 1961, we duly drew the attention of the 
Norwegian Embaeey in London to the otatemente in their 
Note dated 13th ay, 1960, th~t eeers. B. M. Heede A/S and 
the mt\.nu~ cturere were investigating the oircumete.nces in 
which the abovementioned tr<lctor wao received in Cape 
Town wit~out n Eeat aose~bly ~nd two heater valves, and 
that if ~be VT\lue of these ncoeosoriea had not beon 
subtracted in tho m~nufacturors• price the amount in 
question would be refunded. We enquired whether e.ny 
refund had in fact been found to be duo. 

In response to our co.rre:nunication we received 
an acknowledgment from the Norwoei,o.n Embaacy dated 18th 
February, 1961, intimating th~t the contonts of our Note 
to the Embassy had been conveyed to the ~orwesian 
authorities. 

We have not yet heard from the Embaoay again 
in thia connection and it woUld seem therefore that 
~. M. lleede A/S are not disposed to make any refund. 

e .ould not in the circumetancee propose to follow the 
catter up unlces you spcc1fic~l1y instruct ue to do so. 
We shall, of course, report to you again ehoUl.d a further 
reply be received from the Norwogian Elllbaoey. 

JJinieter. 

AD/AG 
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~ 
I should be grate!ul if you ..o.ettl:d also advise 

the Norwegian authorities that~~eP ~eea~i-ng Norway-

.station,, it ;2.a..-tb.e 1 ntentioR ot.\he South African Expedition l\C~ 
~~ 
~a new Antarctic site....:W~cb ~situated +<> -r1ie.. 
n-..n...-~ --t" ~ ~_;.__ ~ ~ ~ ,... ., .. er 
~~x4.ma'4Jel.y-Aa.J.!way-&eerer-to-tbe-e&as1: haft- Norway 11. n..._. 

S n ~ ~ 'i&~i&-n-and-to-the Jfox t~~ • . ' -...At t~at time lt xs ~'i:i_~ipetea ti:la:t.the buildings 

ana certain of ~he Norwegian equipment presently on loan 

to the South A!rican Government wi l l by virtue of weight, 
l.r\,...,.54/vAb/e. ' 

size or position be iapeeei~±e 'e eal~and wilL therefore 

have to be abandoned at Norway Station. It is assumed 

that euch equipment cen -tJ.ua, i.n.. tbe ciF4Wfte•aneee mentioned,. 

be regarded as being unsuitable for use in terms of paragraph 

2 of the Norway Station Agreement. ::> 

< 
It 12 &~lH~etetl ~ 9ther .Norwegian equipment 

at Norway Station will, however, be capable of being 

'9&1¥"'88d an<i of4eiae moved to the Hn:templutw new site 

where it could again be used to advantage by the South 

African Expedition. I have accordingly been requested to 

enquire whether• and ~: eo oa what basi: the Norwegian 

Government would be prepared to allow the transfer of 
SallltR.b/e 

such '6QJ.¥1LSeabtt equipment to the new ei te, a.-....«,~ .HJ/ ____ 
~-~. 

Pleas e accept, Your Excellency, etc •••••••••••• 



Suggested Note to the Norwegian 
Ambassador in regard to the 
Necessity for Abandoning Norway 
Station and for Establishing a 
New Base for the South African 
National Antarctic Expedition . 

Your Excellency, 

I have the honour to ref er to our exchange of 

notes on the 30th October, 1959, in terms of which an 

agreement was concluded between our respective Governments 

for the loan to South Africa of Norway Station in 

Antarctica1 which has been occupied by the South African 

National Antarctic Expedition since December, 1959 · 

In this connection I have the honour to inform 

you that the annual accretion of snow at ~orway Station 

during its approximately four years of existence has been 

such that the buildings there are now not considered to 

be safe for human occupation oeyond tho end of 19bl. ~ 

tAe circl.Wle~aaeee-'ihe South African Expedition has 

concluded that it will have no alternative but to leave 

the present installations at the end of this year. 

It would be much appreciated if you~transmit 
~ . aA' yz,..a_ ~ -1-.M 

:the t:&~iftg- ini'ormation to your Government, aaa eeltld at 
. 5il5 

~ave1 the sincere appreciation o:f i;he 

Government of the Republic of South Africa to the Norttregie.n 

authorities for their kindness in having maae Norway Station 

available on loan to the South African Expedition,a\lri::ng 

·tthe pe1iod in ~~ae,ieft"I As a co-signatory of the Antarctic 

Treaty my Government is most gratel'ul for the willing 

co-operation of the Norwegian Government in tnie connection. 

I . .. 
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4. nie oprigting van n nuwe basis sal onder andere 
die volgende onvermydelike gevolge h@:-

(a) Die geboue by die bestaande basis sal 
ontruim en laat vaar word o 

(b) Sekere uitrueting {wat ook ingevolge die 
ooreenkoms aan die Unie geleen is) sal 
vanaf die bestaande na die nuwe basis 
verwyder word indien aaar geen beswaar 
teen so n stap is n1e. 

(c) Sekere ander Ui~rusting wat, as gevolg 
van Aie feit dat dit te groot of te swaar 
mag wees, nie verwy6er kan word nie, sal 
saa.m met die geboue iaat vaar word. Die 
ooreenkoms maak daarvoor vooraientng dat 
die Onieregering nie vir uitrusting ~er­
a.ntwoordelikheid sal aanvaar hie nadat 
dit onbruikbaar of ondiensbaar geword 
het . 11 

et die oog op Suid-Afrika se bogenoemde ooreen­
koms met Noorwee waarkragtene one bewoning van hul basis en 
gebru.1k van hul uitrusting geregµleer word asook die feit 
dat die ligging vir die voorgestelde nuwe basis in 
Koni~in-Maudland gelee is, blyk dit nou onvermydelik :te 
wee~ oat il,;e Noorweegse owerhede in verband met die 
verhuiaingA§ . A . N.A . ~ . genader sal moet ~ords 

' 
Daar mag dan net vir u inligting bygevoeg word 

dat dit Suid-Afrika se beleid in die afgelope paar jaar 
was om nie eers by implikasie die soewere1nitei.t van 
NoorweU of enige ander moondheid in Antarktika te erken 
nie. Hierdie probleem van one erKenning of n1e- er$enning 
van die~oorweegse territor1ale eia in Antarktika is 
byvoorbeeld gladnie tydens die onderha.ndelings ten opeigte 
van die ooreenkoms insa.K:e Noorwee-Stasie geopper nie . nit 
word dus nodig geag dat hierdie kwessie ook in toekomstige 
onderhandelings met die toorweers vermy moet word en in 
die huidige geval word aanbeveel dat bloot ~ verklaring 
van die-i'eit dat ons ekspedisio verplig ie om te vernuis 
oorgedra moet word sonder om enigeins die indruk te skep 
dat one goed.lteuring vir sodanige optrede aanvra. 

et inagneining van bogenoemde faktor is ~ie 
ae.ngehegte konsepnota opgestel om as leiding vir u te 
dien wanneer u die aangeleen~he1d by die Noo?'\,eegse 
Ambaasedeur aanhangig maak. Inaien u van mening is dat 
die voorgeetelde nota enigsine gewysig moet word na gelang 
van plaaslike of ander omstandighede waarvan u dalk bewus 
ie, eal dit op prys gestel word indien u eera die Departe­
men t aal raadpleeg aJ.vorens u met die Ambaasadeur in 
verb1nding tr.ee . 

W_ 4..~-...... ../ r-r: f7- - --;s 

,.,.._wAA.RN. SEKRETARIS VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE. 

• JI 



lUGPOS 
AIRMAIL 

llfPUBUfi<: VAN SUIDAfll~ 
ltlPU!l.IC Of SOUTH AfllCA 

£.A. 37. 

102/2/7/2. 

VERTROULIK. 

ilia 

Verhu1eing van S.A.N.A.E. nan Nuwe 
Basis in Antarktika. 

Verwys aseeblief na u diensbrief nr. P . S.16/5 
van 3 November 1959, waarin u die Departement meegedeel 
het dat die ooreenko~s ineake Noorweij-staaie op JO 
Oktober 1959, by wyse van n notawiseeling itussen u en 
die Noorweegse Ambassadeur in Londen gesluit is-

In hierdie verband wil ek u graag meedeel dat 
die Departement van Vervoer onlungs as volg versle.g gedoen 
bet oor die noodeaaklikbeid van n verhuieing vanjaar van 
one ekepedieie in Antarktika:-

111. Soos u bewu.s is, bepaal die oorspronkl:i.ke 
ooreenkoms tu.seen die Suid-A!rikaaose en Noorweegse 
Regerings dat die geboue en uitrusting by die huidige 
basis in Antarktika gratis a.an die Uni.eregering geleen 
word. 

2. Die geboue by d!e basio, wat oor,,epronkl1k 
opgerig 1~ met die bedoeling dat ait ~legs vir een 
jaar gebru.ik sou word en nou reeds vier jaar in 
gebruik is, r1D reeds in so m swe.k 'toeatand da-t 
hulle nie meer as veilig beakou VIOrd n1e en die Departe­
ment het beeluit om aan die einde van l9bl n volledige 
nuwe basis, op 'll ander ple · , op te rig. As gevolg 
van die beaondere omstandighede en toestande wat in 
Antarktika heere, is dit nodig dat voorrade vir n 
nuwe basis uitgeetuur word voordat die basis werklik 
o:pger1g worCi en die 11.Polarhav11 , .at tans na die basis 
op pad is, het dan ook voorrade v.ir hierdio doel aan 
boord. 

3. Tydens veldwerk het die huidige ekoped1e1e n 
baie geekikte plek vir so n nuwe basio aangetref. 
Dit is ongeveer helfte nader eon die kuslyn as die 
huidiBe basis en is ten noord-ooste daarvan gelee. 
Reelings is getref om die voorrade vir 1962 na 
hierdie plek te neem on dit daar te berg totdat die 
nuwe basis opgerig word. 

I I .. . 

VERTROULIX. 
\I I 
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can then, in the circu..eatancce ontioned, bo 
//regarded ae being unsuitable for uec in torxne of 

para.graph 2 of the Rorway Station Agreement . 

It ie expected th~t other Norwegian 
equipment et Norwgy Station will, however, bo 
capaole of being salvaged and of being mov d to 
the contemplated new aite where it could again be 
ueod to dvnntngc by the South African Expod~tion . 
I have accordingly boen requeoted to enquire vhethcr, 
o.nd if ao on tlhtlt basis, the Norwogio.n Governmont 
~ould be proparod to o.l.low the tro.nuf or of such 
oalvagoable e1uipment to tho now eite. 

Please accept, You.r Excellency, the renewed 
aoeuranco of oy higheot conoidcr~tion. 

H. Muller 



/ 

P. S. 16/5 25th July, 1961. 

Your Excellency, 

I have the honour to rcfor to our exchange 
of notea on the 30th October, 1959, in terms of 
Which an ngreement ma concluded bet\'een our respective 
Goverrutcnts for the loan to South Afric3 o~ orway 
Station in Antarctica, which hno boen occupied by 
the South African National Ant retie Expedition aince 
December, 1959. 

In tbia connection l hnvo tho honour to 
inform you that the annual acer tion of snow at 
Nor~a.y Station during ite approxinately four years 
of existence bna been such th~t the b-~ildinge there 
aro now not considered to be s~f e for hum~ occupation 
beyond tho end of 1961. In the circuitatanceo the 
South African Expedition hao concluded that it vill 
hnvc no altorlh~t1ve but to leave the prcoont inotalla­
tiono at tho ena of this year. 

It would be much apprccisted if you would 
trnnamit thia information to your Govornnont, and 
would at tho ell.l!ie time convey tho ainccrc appreciation 
of the Goverrun-ant of the Republic of South Africa. to 
the orwegian authorities for thoir kindneaa in ho.ving 
:ma.de Norway Station available on loan to the South 
Africnn Expedition d~ring the period in question. As 
a co-signatory of the Antarctic Treaty my Govcrn.I!lent 
ie oat grateful for tho wi:lling co-aper tion of the 
Norwegian Government in thie connection. 

I should be grateful if you ould aloo 
advice the .orwegian authorities that after vacating 
Norway Station it ia tbe intention of the South African 
Expedition to move to a new Antarctic cite Which is 
oitunted approxim.~tely halfway nearer to the coast 
th!lll Uortiay St3tion and to the north-east theroof. 

At that time it io anticipated that the 
buildings and certain of tho Ilorwegio.n equipnent 
presently on loan to the South African Government 
\rlll by virtue of ~eight, size or pooition bo iLlpoasible 
to enlvago nnd will therefore have to be e.banCloncd at 
Norway Station. It ia aeaumed thnt euch e~u1p~ent 

I CO.ll ••••• 

Excellency "oneieur Erik Braadland, 
Aobaeoador Extraordinal'y and Plenipotentiary 

of orwo.y. 



London, 27th July, 1961. 

Your Excellency, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 

of your note dated 25th July, 1961 regarding the 

South African Expedition to Norway Station in Antarctica. 

It has been noted that the expedition has concluded 

that in the circumstances mentioned in Your Excellency's 

note, it will have no alternative but to leave the 

present installations at the end of this year. This, 

together with the other points dealt with in the note, 

have been passed on to the Norwegian Government, and I 

shall not fail to infonn Your Excellency as soon as 

their reply is to hand. 

Please,accept, Your Excellency, the assurances 

of my highest consideration. 

I. r. 

~~· (Knut Aars) 
Charge d'Affaires a.i. 

His Excellency Dr. Hilgard Muller. 
Ambassador Extraordinar}' and 
Plenipotentiary of the Union of South Africa, 
South Africa ~use, JI 
Trafalgar Square, ~~ 

w.c.2. ~~ <J?Jio 
(_ .~~~i\1 fj 
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South Africnn . aaey. 
///Ill //I/I/I///////// 

LONOON. 

3rd Augaet, 1961 • 

.. ORF.TA.RY FOR FOFIEIGn AFFAIRS. 

South African National Coc:iittce for 
Antarctic Rosearch : Third R port to 

s.c.A.R· 

We have received from the Department under 
a complireent e1ip two copieo of the bovcment1oncd 
Report recently published by the c.s.I.R. It ie 
presumed that tbie document has already been GUbmittcd 
dir ct to s.c.A.B. nnd that the copieo Oeepatched ~o 
uo wore intended merely for our own inforlt!ltion. If 
thio i eo - and we should be gla<'l to have your confir­
mation - e would propose nevertheless to pa.es a copy 
to the Scot-t Po1ar Research Inotitute for their records. 

It ould bo appreciated if a further two 
oopiea of the Report could be sent to ue if available. 

~he Scientific Attaohe, 

l f. DRAKE 

IUniet r. 

A copy of the Report ie attached for your 
information , pending a reply from Pretoria. 

I f. 

AD/AG 
Minister. 

South .. Africa-HOuse , ....... 
Trafalgar Square, 
w. c. 2. 

v•••VlJ V.L ouuvu AI r1ca, 

?· 
i~\ f Hie Excellency ·oneieur Erik Braadland & UJ Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotenti 

1> of 01'Vay, o:ry 
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LUGPOS 
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFTAIRS. 
DEPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE. 
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J ti 
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South'" Africa -ifouse, v•
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OUUl.U Al r1oa, yr, ~ ,~ 
~ ~/D r\ ~ r;r 

J '1 fJ 

i Hie Excellency oneieur Erik Braadland, 
~ \ ~ Ambassador Extraordinary and Plcnipotcnti ry 
~\ -p ot orw y. 
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AtltMAll.. 

LUGPOS. 

102/2/7/2 . 

Republic ~ o F ~TH Aftt•CA. 
Republ1 ek 1.A1K VAN su•o·A•R.11CA. 

Department of Foreign Affairs. 
ll!f>JUIMEIC Ofx mtllNAllOratfMI"~ 
DEPAR.TEMENT VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE. 

VERTROULIK. PRETUH.LA • 
.. 

Die 

... . . l 

~~ ~ 
LONOEN ~ 

Bui tengewone en Gevolmagtigde Ambassadeu ~ 
van die Republiek van Suid-Afrika, · i( - 1 SE p 1961 

LONDEN. E Jf-~ LONDON /,,..., 
~.I: ·~ 

/y ~~ 
.4ff11CAl\ \.~ 

Verhuieing van S. A. N. A. E. na ' n nuwe 
Basis in Antarktika . 

Ek verwys na my eneregenommerde dienebrief 

van 7 Julie 1961 en verneem graag of die Noorweegse 

owerhede dalk al gereageer het op die voorgestelde 

verhuieing van die Suid-Afrikaanse Nasionale Antarktiese 

Ekspedisie na ' n nuwe basis in Antarktika. 

- SEKRETARIS VAN BUITELANDSE SA.KE . 

A'D/ AU ---
South'" Africa -H'Ou;e, .... ., vu.o.vu V.1 OVUl.U Al r1ca' 

y,~ 
~\l . I I Ip 

IJ ~ Trafalgar Square, 
W.C.2. ~ ~10 r 

l\ \ 

(.. .\~~ \1 
r,r J; fJ 

Excellency onsieur Erik Braadland, 
Ambaeeador Extraordinary and Plenipot ntio.ry 

or orw y. 

?· 
~~{( 



P. S.16/5 

South African Embassy, 
lllllll/llllll/llll/I/ 

.AIRJJAIL 

30th August, 1961. 

THE ACTING SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

Establishment of a new Base for the 
South African National Antarctic 

Exnedition 

I wioh to inform you that o. note in connection 
with the above-mentioned matter wa.s duly addressed to the 
Norwegian Ambaeeador in London in accordance i;d.th tho 
with the draft which accompanied your minute 102/2/7/2 
of 7th July. 

In response we received an acknowledgment 
dated 27th July from the Norwegian Charg~ d'Affaires a.1., 
indicating that the contents of our note had been duly 
conveyed to the Norwegian Governncnt . The Charg6 
d'Affairee added that he would inform ue of his Govern­
ment's reply as soon as it was received. 

Tho purpose of this minute is merely to inform 
you that we have not, as yet, had any further reactions 
from the Norwegians in the matter. 

A. J. OXLEY 

AD/AG 

AJJ/ AV 

South- Africa-HOu;e, w'"' 

Trafalgar Square, 
w. c. 2. 

~\l . I I Ip 

Y'· ~f;t( 
Excellency •onsieur Erik Braadland 

Atnbaeaador Extraordinary and Plenipotonti~ 
ot ornay. 



• 



Your Excellency , .,. 

London, 13th October , 1961. 

I have the honour to refer to my note 

of the 27th July last regarding the South African 

Expedition to Norway Station in hntarctica. 

I have now received a reply from Norway 

regarding the disposition of the buildings and 

equipment at Non·1ay Station. The Norwegian Government 

are agreeable to everything at Norway Sta ti on , \Ii th 

the exception of the metereoloeical tower, which the 

Nor#agian Government has loaned to the South African 

Government under the agreenent of the 30th October , 

1959 between the two governments , being transferred 

to the contemplated new site of the South African 

station in Drenning Maud Land and remaining at the 

disposal of the South Rfrican expedition free of charge 

for as lo~ as the expedition may have use of it. 

rhey have no objection to the buildings being destroyed 

in order to provide material which oa.y be of use in 

erectin the new station. ~he metereological tower 

should re~ain in position in case it should be required 

for future observations, particularly ~lith regard to 

His Excellency Dr. Ril.gard f.luller r 
Ambassador Bxtraordinary and rlen1potentinry 
of the Republic of South Africa , vffi 
South :dr1cn House , '\-., 
rrafalgar Square , _ ~ '(v--
·;.C. 2. 1'-u ~ 



- 2 -

regarded na being unsuitable for use in tcrmo ,of paragraph 
2 of tho Norway Station Agreement. ~he general tenor of 
the reply would oecm to suggest, however, that the Norwegians 
would entertain no objections on this score . 

AD/MJE 

f. ORAt\L 

lliniater. 
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South African mbasay . 

lll/lll/lllllllllll//I 
Airmail. 

17th October, 1961. 

THE SECRETARY FOR POREIGN AFFAIRS . 

Eatnbliehment of a new Baao for the 
South African National Antarotio 

Expedition. 

1th reference to your minute 102/2/7/2 or 7th 
July and our interim reply dated 30th August, 1961, I 
tdoh to inform you of the following ooonunication, dated 
l;th October, which has been received from the Norwegian 
ChargG d ' Affaires a.i. in Londoni-

"l hnve the honour to refer to my note of 
the 27th July last regardins the South African 
Expedition to Norway Station in Antarctica. 

I have now received a reply from Norway 
regarding the disposition of the buildings and 
equipment at Norway Station. The Norwegian 
Government are agreeable to everything at 
Rorwa.y Station, with the exception of tho 
meteorological tower, which the Norwegian 
Government has loaned to the South African 
Government under the agreement of the 30th 
October, 1959 between the two Governments , 
being trnnaferrcd to the contemplated now oitc 
of the South African station in Drenning Maud 
Lo.nd and recaining nt the disposal of th 
South African expedition free of charge for 
as long ne the expedition may have use of it . 
They have no objection to the buildings being 
destroyed in order to provide material which 
nay be or use in erecting the ne1 ota.tion. 
'?he metoorologioal tower should remain in 
position in caoe it should be required for 
fUturc observations, particularly with regard 
to the movement of the ice shelf." 

~he receipt of thie communication has been 
acknowledged with thanks . 

It will be noted that the Noruogian reply does not 
directly oonfir:m the aaoumption expressed in our no~e to 
tho Norwegians Embaoay that, after Norway Station has been 
vacated, certain of the uneulvagcablc Nor~ogian equip~ent 
presently on loon to the South African Govorn~cnt may be 

2/ ••••• 



20th October, ig61 . 

r. Oho.rg6 d ' Affaires, 

I ho.vc the honour to acknowledge with thanka 

receipt of your note of the 13th October, kindly con­

veying the vie\7B of the nor egio.n Goverru::ient regarding 

the diepooition of the buildingo and equipment nt 

Norway Station in Antarctica . I have informed my 

AD/MJm; 

Govornoent accordingly . 

Please accept. Sr . Ohargfi d ' Affaireo, the 

aosuro.noe of my high consideration. 

r . Knut B. Anro, 
Charg6 d'Affairee a .1 ., 

Norwegian Embasay . 

H. MULLcR. 

The receipt of thio co 1 ti acknowledeod with thanks . cmun oa on hae been 

It will be noted that tho Nor 1 
directly confirm the aaaucption expros=~~ ~ ~:~1~0~09~ not 
the llo:nvcgian Embassy tha.t, after llorway Station h 

8 
b 

0 

vaoatod, certain of the unsa1vagonbl n as een 
proecntly on loan to the South A!r1o:n grwcgian equ~pgent ovornmcnt may be 

+ L 2/ ••••• 
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voy e to int rtice. Yeu(..el echedulet1 tJ leave ua 1an <.:!lrly in 
noce ilber· on~ will sail from Ca.ie ._';:,en to .mtart1co early in uan. 1;:!62 

returninc. to OuJ,Je i'um fter about 3 J,Hli!Uklie .. enain, on let:.; con-
ditl ins enc.Junterer1. Offi"et' w0 VJ have.: t-.> ns 1.ie nuty at "J fJ 

~oun n..>t later than Jan 2nc'I. an"! hie. alr uc· aea f re fr·or.1 e.nt'I to 

!!in£..l nd will e _laid oy 'franer:>ort • 
.t'le ae 1rLently ascertain 1het'1cr suitub.L oftl • r 

avail ble iur thl .... 1>\.11'£-.> ... e. I.f' a.,, tele r h nhet+rar u lary and 

.>ther ervicet c.m<'l1 ti .mi:.i 1·c1uested. ..,UL stet'! y )U incl..ine •1estralian 

.b'ar ero in y.rnr cnguiries. 

Please accept , Mr. Charg6 d ' Affairea, the 

aoeurance of ny high coneidcrntion. 

H. MULLER. 

r. Knut B. Anrs. 
Oharg6 d'Affaires n.i., 

AD/MJfil, orwegi.an Embassy • 

The receipt of thia conttlunication hao been 
acknowledged with thanks . 

It will be noted that tho Norwegian reply doee not 
directly confirm the noaumption exprooaod in our note to 
tho Uorwcgian Enbaeey that, after Norway Station hao been 
vacated, certain of the unenlvaeeablo Norwegian equi~ent 
preoontly on loan to the South African Government may be 

1 l 2/ ••..• 
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P. G. 16/ 5 

>2nd ove ber, 1961. 

I am writin,n to you nt the u cation of 
lomo.n , 1th whom I discuu cd on the tele one today a 

roquoot o have received fro the South A!rlcan De artmcnt 
or Transport . 

The Depa~tccnt ia anxioua to recruit , in an 
advioo.ry capo.city , n nGuitable navigating ofticer" with 
Antarctic experience , to acco pany the new uouth A.t'rico.n 
vcsael , now nearing co pletion in Japan , on its !iret 
voya c to Antarctica . 4ile vcs al is scheauled to leave 
Japan curly in December, d will sail from Cape Town 
to the Ant retie early in Janun.ry , 1962, returning to 
Cape Town af er about three months , depending on tho ice 
conditions encountered. 

o are in!orQo~ 
would have to nssu e duty at 
2.nd January. Bia air or sc 
United Kingdom would be paid 

th t the otticcr concerned 
Cape Town not lntcr than 
f arc from nnd b ck to tho 
by tho Department ot ~ransport. 

e have been sked to certain ur ontly 
whether a ouitablc officer io ovailablo in the United Kingdom 
for thio purpose and , if so , to advise the Gouth African 
authorities o~ the aalnry and other sorvlco conditions 
roqueatod. 

.e a proc1ato , ot courso , th t it will not be 
onsy to fill this vacancy at this tine of the year , but 

o should be very eratetul inaoed tor any a istancc ~hich 
you mi it be able to give us in the utter. 

,1r ivian Fuchs , 
Director, 
Fal~lo.nd Islands Dependencies .urv y , 
22 Gayforc trect , 
LC ... 01: , ••• l . 
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No237. 

YOUR NO 214. 
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1. ON RBOOWENDJ\'rION i'AI.lCLAND IS.I.aAlfDS DEPEND.&NOlBS 

SURV&Y YIB ImAitVIBWXD TH014AS FLAOK. llLAOK AG1'."1l 36 HOLDS 

14AS'lER ' 8 ORRTigICAT& AND HAS ~ ~IRST OP~ICBR AND Tlilli'ORAHILY 
IM OOi.IMAND 011 SHACKLETON. BB WORlUID li'OR B'IDB PROAt 19.5.5-59 
HAVING FOUR SEASONS .C.N S.I'l'ISH ANTARCTIC fJKOTION. HAS .NOT __ _ .._ ,1 

.tUC.l:'EAT NOT VISITl!.'D ARB.A O' SOUTH .AJ.t1RIOAN .BASE9 BUT THI~ NOT 

Rlil>E.AT NOT OONSID.&RJID IWPORTANT. 
2. ~IDS CONSID.&:.R PLAOK RELIABLE AND W~ POR.iiRD iAVOURABLi 
11g1rmIJ lM.t>lilli~SION • 

• ). llIDS SUGUJWT SALARY BK BAS.&.'D ~RO RA'i'A ON .t>R&SEll'r 

li.BMUNllRATIOlf -'AST&R OP SHACKLW.l'ON r • .8 £ 171 6 .PER .AHlfUM .t'LUS .PRO 

RATA UNIFORM ALLO~'iANOB O:r £35 PER ANNUM. THll':SR Ril>RESBNT 
STANDARD iL&:RCHANT NAVI RATES SLLGHTLY w~IaHTm> ON ACCOUNT 
S~l!:OIAL CON'OifIONS. THIS BA.SI~ AGRRi:;.ABL& ~L.AOK PROV!DKD SUITABLB 
SUBSISTDOlli ALLOWANCB OR EXP~SES .t:'A'X'ABLE IN CAYlli TOWN IP 

.R '¥UlR.b."D CJ.'Q LIV.8 ASHORE t>KNDDG ~~&LS' D&i:ARTURK. 

4e PI'DS ALSO .PAYS O.FiICAJW GlUTUI'.l'r 01 AP.t'"ROXIMATlil.Y 

£.50 PXR ANWUM WHlCH .MIGHT BB .PRO ~~ '- FOR li'LAOK. .PRB~llLY 
.5• FL.ACK ~ARh"D LBAVE AlfY'rillE DEOI"4BER BPDIMX BY 
SEA ON AOCOUl'f'l .BAGGAGB OONSID~IOIS. PRACTIOK SEYAS ~O .Bi 

THAT HALI' SALARY PAYABLE WHILST ON ~ASSAGB ~ITH ~ULL SAJ.ARY 
COJICJaENClNG ON AliRIVAL OAPR TOWN. 
6. J'LAOK .11ROBA&.Y ONLY SUITABLE .iil.t'ERIKNOED O@li1IC.liR 

'" ,,.., ... 
AVAILABLE IN tllITAIN AT ~RESENT. :&AlU.I~T ~liXJiuIOK WITBIB 
S&VEN DAYS T~R~ Iil.P'~ATIV& OllLY ALT&RNATIVK OU.Ln 8ll TO 

~ Oii'IO!.:.ll Di NOR AY 
OJ:'.c'OSIT&LY 

I 
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Yuur tel 10. 257 • 
. e are now inrurmed by irans~ort that there h9e 

been a new develop.nent in t'mt the SCI'Vlcee ..>!.' a South A!'r ican 
Naval Ot icor with 111·evioua Aritartic ex1 erience have become 
available. After care.f'ul c..>naineration it has been ~eci~ed 
to appoint him as navl~ational adviser t..> the expedition • 
.t'lease vxf'l&in tile foreG01nd t..> .!.''~DJ ana J.t'lack and e:x1 ress 

fl .. recie.ti n foz· their helptralness. JvJJ.v 

'\" \l· ~~· "' :r 
~ ;\.> ' i:> A ,.J. / -t' --1~Jt.. ~~ ~~ '1P 

~ "\ ~ a1 '' . ~~~ ).;1\ 

.3e PID8 SUOOBST SALARY BB BASBD PRO RATA. ON .PRESli:ft 

RlliUK&RATIO• JIASTBR O• SHAClU&TON l.B £1716 ~BR ANBUM ~LU8 ~RO 
RATA UJIIBORJI ALLOWANOB 0.f £35 .PBR AlfNUM. THKSB .u.PR.&:smrl' 

ST.AND.ARD UROHAN'l' .NA.Yr .RATES SLIGHTLY WBIIJHTBD ON ACCOUNT 
S~BOIAL OO:tnlITIONS. THIS .Bt\SI~ AGRKEABI..& Nl..AOK PROVIDB'D SUITABLa 

SUBSISTDOB ALLOWANC:I OR BXPEN8B8 k1AYABL'lll m OAP& TOW:N r• 
R ~unum ~o LIVB ASH~ PDDDfG YUSKLS. D~AltTURB. 

4e P.I1>8 ALSO .PAYS OJ'J'I &RS GRATUITY OJ U ROXIMATBLY 
.eso .t>&a Al'QfUll WHIOB MIGHT BB .PRO ~ri: - .FOR !PI.ACX. .PU.l'BRA .. I' 
S. JLAOJC ~ARiro LBAVB AJJrl'DIB DBO.UB£R ftQIWI BY 

au ON AOOOURT BAOOAGB 00.NSID™TIO s. l'IL\OTIOB SB&M8 TO Bi 

THAT HALlP SALARY PA.YABl& WHILST O.N ~ASSAGB ITH .fU.W.. a.u.ARY 
OOllllOOfClKG Olf AiiRIVAL OAPB TOW!f. 

6. n.AOX PROBABLY ONLY SUITABLB lli'BRlUOJm O~ IOD 

AVAILABLK IN B.UTAIN Nl .PRJ5S.Bl'f'.l' • .-..... W.i.IST DBOI IOJI WITH.DI 

.....::;:- UVD DAYS :f~il IJIPXRA'l'IVL ONLY ALTBRNATIVK oum g 'rO 

$KKK OiIC IN MOR AY 

01'.t'OSITBLY 



LUGPi>S 
All#'Jll 

'R t 
v r 

_i .. .•. \9Q\ 

n rrcvol ctl a Anba 
ublic van .,,1 d-Afrika, 

c. l ri 1;t A!l\ van 'n Nuuo nas 1 s vi r 6 . A. ' • A. . 

et verwy-in na u 'ensbr'ef n • • 16/5 v n 17 
61 .... l di t op pry., geatel worc.t 1r. di en u u 

oorn e se 'roll ,e. in Lor.Jen kan meedcel dat die Suid­
Afrikaanee o erhede et gen('lee kennis gene Jl het van en 
CnlRC hUl Opregte dank aa.n die JOOI'We Rn1 T ::l II 1 
01rdra v'r tul tegecoetkomendheid ten op igte v_n d"e 
v'>or t de v r i 1ing vo.naf 11111.>I"• ay ... t t n" n!l die 
La e b si ~an die bergbaro ~declte v orweegse 
e.n:ro.mat en to\;rust1ng wat ta.ns deur ;.;i.A. r.A • • georuik 

t' • 

~ nn·~ ·s ook gen m v n le felt~+ lie 
roorwe~r::;i dalk veruere gebruik vo.n i.c eor rund1ge torine 
by 11 or ay Stati0n" .ml kan ma k en di' tori al, 
o reenkometi lul versoek, gevol lik nie daarvandaan 
verwyder word nie . 

Geliewe ook u kollega mee te deel 
metter tyd a.an hom verstrek sal 11ord v n di 
uitrust·ng wat na die nuwe basi vuru uif · 
w t by 11Norway ta•·on" agter elaat · • 

e.t lyste 
a pa.Nat en 

van die 



8th January, 1962. 

,r. Chnrg6 d ' Affciroa , 

I have the honour to revert to your note of the 
13th October, 1961, convey1Xl8 the views of the Norwegian 
Government r~ga.rding the dio oe1t1on of th~ bui1dinae and 
equipment at Uorway Station in Antarctica.. 

I have now been asked to infor!!1 you that the 
South African authoritioa are moat arnteful for the co­
oper tion ahown them by the llorwegian Govern.'!lent as 
regards the propoced transfer fron Norway Station to the 
new base of the salvageable part of tho UorwcGia.n ap­
paratus and equipr:lent ~hich ie presently in uac by the 
South African national Antarctic xpedition. I should be 
glad if thie expreaaion o! thanks could be paoaed on to 
your Government . 

The South African authorities have not~d that 
the meteorolo~loal ~ower at Norway Statio~ ~~Y poo ibly 
be required !or future observations and, in aocordancc 
with the ~orwe5ian Government's request, it wi11 not be 
removed . 

I ould add that the South African authorities 
will in due course provide listo of the apparatus and 
equipment transferred to the new base and of that left 
behind at Norway Station. 

Please &cocpt, Mr. Che.rg~ d'Affairoa, the 
assurance of my high consideration. 

H. MULlff 

Ltr. Knut B. Aars, 
Charg~ d 'Affnircs , a .1. 

Norwe6ian Embassy . 



London, 16th January, 1~62. 

Your Ilxcellency , 

I have the honoilr to acknowledge the 

receipt of Your Excellency's note of the 8th 

January, the contents of \1hich have been passed 

on to the l~oruegian Govern.:ien t . 

}lease accept, Your ~xcellency, the 

assurance of my highest consideration. 

:Us ::xcellency Dr. Hilgard duller 1 
rlmbassudor Extraordinary and rlen1~otentiary 
of the Republic of Jouth ,1frica , 
South :1.fr1cu House , 
(rafalgar Square, 
I .c • 2. 

Yr. Knut B. Ao.ro , 
Charg6 d 'Affairea, a .1. 

Norwegian Eobassy. 
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• 
VII . Principal scientific equipment . 

VIII . 

(a) The principal scientific equipment at the base 
consists of the following: 

(i) One "Stoffregen" All-sky camera . 

(ii) One radiosonde receiver (Vaisala type) . 

(iji) One radio theodolite . 

(iv) Meteorological instruments for surface 
observations . 

(v) Two QHM (Quarts Horizontal force Magnetometers) . 

(vi) One BMZ (Magnetrometic Zero Balance) . 

(b) Communication Equipment . 

The principal communjcation equipment will 
consist of two 11 G. 40" Redifon transmitters with a 
power output of 750 watt each , aa well as two 
receivers . 

Transportation Facilities . 

Thore will be four tractors (three Muskeg 
caterpillar and one Oliver OC . 3) as well as t wo 
dog teams at the base . 

IX . Facilities for rendering assistance . 

The expedition would be quite prepared to 
render any assistance within 'its means . Facilities 
for doing so are very limited , however, as there 
is no aircraft stationed at the base . 

X. Other expeditions . 

No other expedition(s) will be organized in or 
proceed from South African territory. Other 
expeditions might call at South African ports on 
their way to or from Antarctica but no particulars 
in this regard are available . 
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( c) Geology . 

General reconnaissance of area between 
the base and approximately 2oW and 403o•w , 
down to latitude 11°3o•s . Samples for 
geological and palaeomagnetic studies will 
be collected . 

(iv) Cartography. 

Limited cartographic work will be carried out 
in the vicinity of the base and during traverses . 
Cartographic , navigational and survey assistance 
will be available to all disciplines . 

(v) Glaciology . 

Station and traverse observations will be 
carried out at, and in the vicinity of, the base 
measuring snow ~ccumulation and ablation , stake 
patterns , snow surface observations, snow 
stratigraphy, Ramsonde soundings to 150 cm. 
below snow surface, and microscopic examinations 
of ice crystals . The distribution and nature 
of the pack ice will be recorded during the 
relief voyages from Cape Town to the base . 

(vi) Oceanography . 

During the relief trip the oceanographic 
programme will include the following: 

(il (ii 
(iii 

(iv) 
(v) 

sea- surface temperatures, 
bathythermograpp measurements, 
water sampling, 
collection of plankton samples, 
observations of marine and bird life . 

(vii) Medical Programme . 

This will be carried out at the new base . It 
will consist of an extension of the present 
programme of observations regarding the acclimati­
zation of Man to cold and stress, with special 
reference to metabolic changes of calory and 
vitamin adjustments . 

(c) After the winter of 1962 several trips will be under­
taken from the base to the ice shelf and in the 
direction of the mountains . During these trips 
various observations will be made . Samples will 
also be collected . 

I .... 
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(i) Upner Atmosphere Physics . 

(a) Ionosphere 

(i) Vertical incidcnco sounding 
Antarctic Station (New Site) 

(ii) Oblique incidence sounding 
Antarctic Station (New Site) 

(iii) Ionosphere recording programme 
Antarctic Station (New Site) . 

(b) Aurora and Airglow 

Visual observations will be made at 
the new base . All- sky photography will 
be carried out . 

(ii) r~t~_o!o!.o_~. 

The programme of convo1.tional surface 
observations at the four standard hours 
0000 , 0600, 1200 , 1800 GKT will be continued . 
Radiosonde and radio·;;ind soundings will be 
carried out once daily at 1100 GMT . If 
possible wind and temperature measurements 
at several levels above the surface and snow 
temperature measurements down to 4 m will 
be continued. Blowing snow will be 
measur ed and optical phenomena will be 
observed and recorded . 

(iii) Earth Sciences . 

(a) Geomagnetism. 

Contir"!:ltion of preFi~nt programme. 
Reco~ding of \v •• :~al and horizontal 
coraponents and declination of the earth ' s 
field using a low oensitivity magnetogr aph . 
Absolute measurements will be made at 
regular intervals with the QHM and BMZ 
apparatus. Magnetic traverses will be 
carried out in conjunction with seismic 
and gravimetric programmes in the area 
from the ice front to the mountains between 
roughly longitude oo and 5oW. Field 
observations will be made with a Proton 
magnetometer . 

(b~ Gravity. 

Surveys will be carried out at , and 
in the vic~~i+v of , tho base , using the 
Worden J.'iast.:.r ltll.del gravimet..ir . In additi on , 
~vrvcys will be carried out during 
~ravers cs. 

I .. . . 
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{b) Pre- fabricatcn buildings and equipment for an 
entire new base have been sent out in the "RSA" . 
A working team of 13 employeeo of the Department 
of Public Works accompanied the boat . They wil l 
be responsible for the erection of the buildings 
and will return with the ship . The new base will 
be put up at 70016 s , 2021 tt and will be known as 
SANAE . 'lSouth African National Antarctic 
Expedition) . When this base is completed , the 
existing base will be abandoned . No other bases 
will be established . 

I V. Details of Personnel . 

v. 

(a) The 1962 expedition consists of 15 persons namely: 

(b) 

( c) 

1 Radio technician (leader) 
1 Medical officer 
1 Radio operator 
2 Diesel mechanics 
5 Senior Assistant Meteorologists 
3 Assistant Meteorologists 
2 Carpenters . 

These T"lnti. will spend the winter of 1962 in Antar ctica 
and will J.v v -~ •• co the Republic by February 1963 . 

The leader of the exnedition i~ &r. M. J . du Pr eez . 
He was deputy leader~during 1960 and is well v er sed . 
with Antarctic conditions . 

The Master of the "RSA " :.s Captain K. McNish. The 
ship has a complement of 37 (14 ofr'icc>rs und 23 crew 
members) . During the present voyage Commander 
Netterberg of the South African Navy is acting as 
adviser. He accompanied the "Polarb;jorn" during 
her visit to Antarctica (1959/1960 summer) and 
joined the United States ' "Operation Deep Freeze 61 11 a s 
South African observer . 

Armaments nossessed by personnel . 

Only thr ee . 303 Lee Enfield rifles will be 
available for uce by the personnel at the base . 

VI . Programme of wor~nclu2ing scientific activities . 

(a) During the first part of their stay , the expedition 
members will assist the Public Works Depar tment team 
with the erection of buildings for the new base , and 
will complete any work which may remain when the 
ship leaves . 

(b) The scientific progr~mme for 1962 will include : 

I .... 
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I. 

(a) 

(b) 

( c) 

(d) 

II. 

INFORMATION CONCERNING SOUTH AFRICAN 
ACTIVITIES IN ANTARCTICA : 1962 . 

.. . . 
Ships . 

An Antarctic Research ship , the 11RSA 11 , was built 
for South Africa 'oy a Japanese shipbuilding 
concern during 1961. The "RSA" is a 1550 gross 
ton cargo/passenger boa·t, with one turbo-charged 
diesel motor of 1560 BHP capacity . The vessel 
was constructed in accordance with Lloyd ' s 
Register of Shipping and has been certif1ed as 
"+100 Al +LMC Ice Class I Strengthening". She is 
capable of sailing at approximately 13 . 75 knots . 

The "RSA" will be in operation in the Anliarctic 
during the 1961/62 summer season . She left Cape 
Town on the 6th January, 1962 , with t;he 1962 
expedition on board. After her return from 
Antarctica she will also undertake relief voyages 
to the South African weather stations on the 
islands Karion and Gough (approximately March/ 
April 1962) . 

The vessel has a helicopter platform but does not 
carry a helicopter or any other aircraft on the 
present mission . The ship is sailing from Cape 
Town direct to Antarctica and back . She will 
not call at any points during the voyage . 

The date on which the vessel will return to Cape 
Town will depend on the progress made with the 
erection of buildings for a new base (see 
paragraph III(b)) but it is expected to be back 
by the beginning of March . 

Armament and m~litary equipment . 

Except for one . 303 Lee Enfield rifle t~c "RSA" 
does not carry any arms or military equipment . 
The rifle is being used to shoot seals to provide 
meat for the dogs at the base. no military 
equipment of any description is being kept at the 
South African base . 

III. Bases . 

(a) The 1960 and 1961 expeditions occupied a base at 
10°30 S, 2°52 W, on loan from the Nor1•!egian 
Government . 

I .... 



LVGPOS 
Al'™All 

The Ambaeao.dor Extl'aordinary and Plen11otentio.ry 
of the Republic of South Africa, 
---~ONDON . 

WASHINGTON. 
PARIS. 
BRUSSELS. 
CANBERRA. 
BUENOS AIRES. 

The Charg~ d ' Affairee of the Republic of South Africa , 
SANTIAGO. 

Exchange of Inforzration on Expeditions and 
Stations in Antarctica , 1962. 

I should be grateful if a copy of the attached 
memoranduJ11 ounur.arieing South Africa'o proposed activities 
in Antarctica during 1962 could be forwarded to the 
government to which you are accredited for their information. 
It would be appreciated if the Ambassador, London, could 
also provide hie Russian and New Zealand colleagues 
with copies for thie purpoae. 

A copy of the memorandum ie aleo being made 
available to the Norwegian and Japanese Governments 
through their Consuls-General in the Republio. 

112~ 
j SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS • 

. ~ / 



P.ll.16/5 

Tho South African Eobaasy prcoonto its com­
p11ment to the ew Zeal.and High Comm1eo1on and, nt the 
r quest ot tho South African autnor1t1ce, h~o the honour 
to enclose for tho information ot tho ew Zealand 
Governocnt two copies of n ocor ndum sw:l!lnrioing South 
Africa's propoeed aotiv1t1co in Antarctica during 1962. 

!he South African E ba ay tnkeo thie opportunitJ' 
to ronow to th ew Zealand High Oo iasion the assurance 

of 1ts highoet conoiderntion. 

London, 
lst March, 1962 . 

JJ)$ 
J SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 



111 11/2 . 
New Zealand High Commission, 
415 Strand, 
London, w.c.2. 

The New Zealand High Commission presents jts 

compliments to the South African Embassy, and has the 

honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Embassy's note 

PS. 16/5 of l March 1962, with which were forwarded 

copies of a memorandum describing South African activities 

in Antarctica during 1962. 

It is understood that copies of a similar su111JRary 

of New Zealand activities have been transmitted to the 

South African authorities through the South African 

Embassy in Washington. 

The New Zealand High Commission avails itself of 

this opportunity to renew to the South African Embassy 

the assurances of its highest consideration. • 
r-•~ ,f 

London. 
2 March 1962. 

~ J SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRSo 
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'~',Y~ I:;~ 
c · ~ p, ·o/'J ·-

New Zealand High Commission, 
415 Strand, 
LOndon, w.c.2. 

The Secretary of State for Foreign 

Affairs hns tlic honour to acknowledge 

th!! receipt of Alt;, e~ ~{} 
~ H.. Bf' i o.-. 

11AJ,(Jl'¥'~dor I J l\..llt. 

n.o. P. S 1c, /..r 

lssion presents its 

Ln Embassy, and has the 

.pt of the Embassy's note 

which were forwarded 

HGJtJ- I . ng South African activities 
which is n·rddng attention. 

Forrig11 Offir.e, 
es of a similar summary 

/.{OJt/... bl . t91o1l '6 
been transmitted to the 

gh the South African 

1 

--- ··- ........ a~•··uu n.1..t!,11 ~ommission avails itself of 

this opportunity to renew to the South African Embassy 

the assurances of its highest consideration. / 
" ' / ,<..,( .. 

London. 
2 March 1962. 

fl)$ 
j SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 



vu .. lJ,.<Vk~ 
"l 11:. 1-j "'- EMBASSY 

OF THE UNION OF SOVIET 
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 

IN LONDON 
) 

I 
13 Kensington Palace Gardens , 
London, Vl.8 . 

The Embassy of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics present their com­
pliments to The ...,v ... .;h .Sric .n ._nb..i~SY 

and have the honour to acknowledge receipt of 
its note of 1st 1.i ::..rch 19r,2 l,o . P. u . ~6/5 

and enclo...,ure 

the contents of which have been duly noted . 
The Soviet Embassy avail themselves of 

this opportunity to renew to he ~outh 
+- • b •• rican , assy 

the assurance of their highest consideration. 

London , 3rd L ..rch, 19(2. 

w-* j SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 



P.S.16/5 

South African baeey, 

/l///////lll//l/llllll 

AIR 1\IL 

7th arch, 1962. 

~change of Information on peditione 
and Stntione in Antarctica, 1962 

Your r.d.nutc 102/2/7/l. of 14th February refers. 

In acknowledging receipt of copies of the 
~emorandum sur;::r;nrising south Africa's proposed activities 
in Antarctica during 1962, the ew ~eal.o.nd High Co.mnission 
in London has indicated that, according to its infornntion, 
copies of a aimiler mumiary of ew Zeale.nd a.ctivi ties have 
been transmitted to tbc ~outh African authorities through 
oar ~aasy in ashington. 

In the circumstances the Depn~ent r:,ay perhapo 
think it appropriate to channel future exchanges of 
information in this field with the Now Zealand Government 
through tho South African Embassy in aehington, rather 
thnn through this reission. 

Copy to Washington. 

A. F. Dt?.A.K£ 

L'!iniat r. 

AD/AG 

w$ 
j SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 



P.S.16/5 

The South African Embassy preoonte ita compli­
mento to the Embaeey of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
llepublica and, in acknowledging receipt of the Embaesy' e 
note 261/A of 2nd March , 1962 , has the honour to express 
to the Embasoy its appreciation of the very procpt at­
tention which was accorded to ito requeot £or information 
o.s to the likelihood of aeoiotnnce being available froo 
icebreakers of the Soviet Union for the South African 
.Antarctic vessel "RSA" . 

The South African Em.basey takeo thio opportunity 
t o renew to the Embassy of the Union o! Soviet Socialiot 
Republics the assurance of its highest consideration. 

London, 

6th March, 1962. 

AFD/)(JE 

~$ 
j SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
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