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~he Ro. s ~ca Co ittee f~ lt thnt th~ 1ePerenc in the 
minutes of the l i.nn.ncial ~ub-Co :i .it tee to t;. Govc;:rnor-.";c.nero.l ' s 
~1'!-rovnl being SOUgnt in the CV{ nt Of the C.CC l>tMCC Of tn'-
reco .-icndahons, implied th1t your C... ittcc u.d iittcd it is bow,d by 
the: constitution of the Ross Sec Co:nr:ii ttec, a.nd indeed the F.oss .:;t. 
Committee · .. ould .. rgue that it is. 

'l'hc inany a i :f'ficl.llt 1uestions i:wolvc<1 in ns csning J. f'nir 
1pportionmont of th~ residu.\l ~ssets are fully rccogni&cd , 
pc.rticulo.:rly ni ncc the funds h~ve u~ till 1a bctJn re rd .... o.:;s 

1
1oolcd , 

'rhe Pinancc Sub-Co,:i ittc.. • of tho t!o s •Ca Co .rnittco 'us .l.nstru::ted t...1 
prepare: otnilcd .t)TOpo~:i.ls · .. i thout a.clay. fho Rosr. Sc Co11:ii t tet. 
hns i:'l ind the crcc.tio; of a chu.ritnbL trust, a.dnini:.;t , ~ .1.1 haps 
by the Roy l .:i •• i ty of lo;. Zcc.l_n1 ~nl the Jltnrctic o:iociety, tn_ 
inco e to be un~d to ns.i.t private ors~ i-privatc cxpcdltions to 
':.ntclrctic 4 in the first inr;.t~mcc . :'he sh~rc o the o.s ets dut: to 
ti.e Ror e .., c. Co • itte\,; .oul 1 bo mndlc, in llccord.1..1cc ,,"i th ~ec"t:io-. 
~ (d) of its constitution. 

I •lS nsK·d to IX.port to the Co mitt1.c or i..'.'114 e nt th~t 
the. r co:n end.ntions of th .. ir ii.1nncio.l ~u'b-Co ittt .id not coi .. cnJ 
th 1 ves to th .• o.:.s er.. Co -:i 'ttce, to ou+ J.in.. tho countc r -
Jroposo.ls I hwc cnti:me.! nbcvc , l.11d to strt.s thL n t.J for :<grE.: lt 
b,t .en th two Co itt<.es on this ~ tt r . I nhould p rho.ps ic.ntio~ 
th t on tl.c. bnsis of you1· _c ttcr to tlr. BO\ Jr.n of b Jo...11u:: ry the Ross 
..)C::I. Coni;,i tt, h .d .1ot \.:XT_.Jt..ct.d l;h .t this qut ::rtion · oulc1 b r~ised so 
co1.n . .t. I n ntiD:lL l t..> th Co l tt , of :..i.1~c 11..nt y\,;sto ... ·d'l.y . the 
sche e d;.i.1br:.t"'d oy uir Jor .. ., .::.lessor ·.ht.n in Tc· .. t.c.nl1.1d r cc.1tJy 
;i~s thow,ht to be ::;omc.:· hz. t differc 1t fro:n the :.>roc>osft ls put for. .lN 
by tnc I.' iru.nci :U .:lub- Co .. i ttec. -:nd it .n.s bcli1. ved th• t he had -t$rc<:d 
to '.l provido.1 th1.t countries ::;hould ho.vc t.cccrs to surplus tl sets 
in ,..,ropo1 tion to tnc.ir ,>.!rt.cipo.tion :i.n the Co. 11.:>n\ c.a.lth Tr~1::;­
\nt.1rctic C:Xpedition . 

Yours sine, rely, 

(J.V. C'Ott) 
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TRAPS- .A. T;.P.CTIC EXP.E ITIOH - ---- ~ ~ 

Minutco of tho forty-second meeting of tl.~ l' .1 >l U<!P ~ul> 
Co1llI:l1 ttee held at Kirkland Hous1... on Mond y 9th r ... rch 1959 

a.t 2. 30 . pm. 
-- - - - ___ c ____ _ 

PRESENT: 

ALSO ATTE~mED · 

Sir Ed•1in Herbert (Ch irman) 
Sir Miles Clifford 
Mr. G.P .Pirie-Gordon 
Sir Vivi-n Fuchs 

I'1r . C. G. Johnston (Ke~p Chatteris &. Co . ) 
Mr. P . Williru:::i , (Kemt> Chatteris & Co . ) 
Kr . G. Greenfield (John F.rquharson Ltd . ) 

APOLOGI ES FOR ... 1.BSENCE WERE RECEIVED FROM· 

Ca.ptJ.in 1 .. R . Glen 
-----· - - - ------· - - -- - --------
The Minutes of the forty-first meeting of the Fin~nce Sub­
Commi ~tee held on 2lst November 1958 were confirmed. 

Financial Re..P_on_. 

l . The Treasurer t.bled a Statement of thP f1nAn0iAl 
position to date \~1ich w~s discussed in detail Having 
covered b. deficit of £12,000 in the New Zeal nd accounts , 
the Statement shows ~ p s1bla surpluo of £23 , 443, but it 
w ... s pointed out tha+ .:.t nay still be necec~ ry to repay 
the lo ... n of £5 , 000 received from the Mount ...,'verest 
Foundation . The surplus \/hen the .uxpedition is finally 
wound up is likely to be in the region of £25 ,000 to £30 , 000 . 

2 . It w. s reported th ... t the Ne\' Zealand IGY p-rty 
now occupying Scott Base had agreed to purchase the t\10 
Sno-C~ts left behind when the Expedition w~s evucuated , 
for £.600 each. 

Sule1L9f_~Thc_C1·ossin_B_2f~rctica ' . 

3 . :~r . Greenfiela reported th .. t ' The Crossing of 
Ant rctica ' hud now 30ld 104 , 000 copies in the English 
eaition, bringing in excess roy lties of £7 , 350 . ht present 
Sc.l.les c.:.re ste&dy w.t '"bout 500 copies per week. The ,imcric~n 
edition haa so far sold 9 ,000 copies. It hes been well 
revie\'eO. in the Ste.tes , na comforti..b1e follow-on sales 
are expected . 

Huskv Ldition. 

4. Sir Vivian Fuchs reJorted th~t the scri~t of the 
Husky edition of ' The Crossing of Antarctica ' h been 
delivered to ?leo'3rs. Cassells und edited ch~pterc re now 
being returned for final apJroval. It is h pea th~t the 
book ~ill be completely fini3hed by tho cnu of this month , 

School~e ... der. 

5 , It ~ s reported that Cassells h ve ma e an of.er 
for the public.tion of a Schools Reader to be compiled from 
'The Crosning of Antarctica ' , by Dr. Andre\'/ ";cotland who i s 
a noted educationalist. He \'IO ld use Sir Vivian ' (' text 
throughout , cutting the material do\m to about 176 pugos , 
ena writing linking Dl:.rugraphs to make the text intelligible. 
The published pric~ would be c..bout 8/6 , the bool{ would appear 
in the earl~· months of 1960, a.nd the royalty r..-to offered is 
7~. The Committee egreed to this proposal und Mr. Grecnfiel~ 
w·•s authorised to :'lroceed with negotiations. ..-
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BooL t.Q.. ~~ yirj. t!_e,!! by ... Georg_e_ L_owe .. 

6. The Chairman rer.iinded the Committee that e 
letter had been circul .... ted to r.iernbers ot ... ting that :~essrs 
Cass~lls were anxious thc.t George Lowe shoW.d write a book 
of his experiences, to include ch~pters concerning the 
~xpedition. He h~d so~ght permission irom the Committee 
to do this ~nd ~s it h~d not t en beon possible to ari&nge 
~ meeting, ~he Ch~irman hdd seen Mr. Lowe and h~u ~o~e to 
an ar1angement which he hoped the Comnittee would feel to 
be fair and reasonable. Cassells h~d offered £7CO for ) 
the book, ~nd after ?Ir, Lowe had ~~id tax on thi& money 
he wo: s likely to receive u.bout £350. C)ir .Ldwin had 
therefore c.greed th .. '\t permiosion would be eranted for this 
booli: to be written providing: 

(a) th~t ixpedition funds benefitted to the extent 
of £75, or ro ghly 20(o. 

(b) that ~he text of any material relating to the 
.... ctivities of the ::;xpea.ition should be submitted 
to Sir 'ivian Fuchs for approval. 

The Committee endorsed this decision. 

Hol!<?.!,ariurn for Sir Vivian ruchE_. 

7 , The Ch~irman said th~~ when he h~d proposed th~t 
Sir Vivian Fuchs should receive an honorc:.rium for writing 
'The Crossing of An-uc=..rctica• he had entirely ovdrlocked 
the faot that ~e is a member of the Comrlittee of Man~gement , 
c.nd ca1mot under the Articles of Associ ti on, rl:cci vc any 
payment from the Co!:!pany. '.'.)evero.l suggestions were m~de 
to overcome this technical difficulty, ~nd rir. Johnston 
saic: th~t r.te.!lnwhile_.,the money which had been paid to Sir 
Vivian, w-s shown-~6n the books cos expenses in connection 
with the prepar~tion of the script . 

.Pl2J?.O ~~). __ <?J2s ~.!s .. 

8. The Secret~ry reported th-t ~ 1 ttcr has been 
received from the Ch.,.irn:d>n of the Joss Sea Cor.llJlittee 
intim ... ting that the ~lew Zeal ... nd Company is now to be 
liqui~~ted snd e decision is necessary as to the disposal 
of itc c.<.sscts. Sir Niles Clifford said th ..... t when Sir 
John Slcssor w._s in New Zaalc:.nd, it w .... s .... gre .... d between him 
and members of tha Ross 5ea Com:_1ittee, th~t only one fund, 
with suit~ble Trustees, should b1; s ... t up to administer the 
joint assets of both ends of the Expedition, and that tlus 
co~ld probably best be handled in the United Kingdom. 

9, Considerable discussion then took place on the 
v .... rious sue estions Hhich h ... vc been made regL.rding the 
form and membership of a suitable Body to be char god \Ii th 
the responsibility of adr:linistering the surplus monies 
earned by the 2xpeaition, &nd it was decided that the 
following recommendations should be submitted to the Committee 
of Man.:.gement· 

ka) that a new Body be set up to be called 'The Trans­
Antarctic ~xpe&ition FoundQtion. 1 

b) thc.t it be incorportltcd as a Company limited by guarantee. 

c) that is objects should be to encourage rcse~rch and 
exploration in Polar regions, with suitable ancilliary 
objects. It would support only rojocts org<:.niscd or 
developed in Cor.rionwcalth countries, or participated in 
by Commonwealth nationals. 

- .. 
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d) that the Trans-"ntarctic .i:.xpedition should gradually 
transfer its surplus funds to this Body , as and when 
convenient . 

c) that as soon as its cssets arc handed over , the Trans­
~ntarctic Expedition should be liquidated. 

f) that the Governing Boday of the proposed Trans-
Antarctic Foundation should consist of seven members: i) 

i . In the first instance~ Chairman nominated 
by the Tr~ns-Antarctic ~xpcaition . 

ii . One member nomi nated by each of the following 
organizations: 

The Royal Society 
The Royal Geographical Society 
The Scott Poler Research Institute 
The Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey 
New Zealand House 
The Commonwealth Relations Office 

g) When the Trar.s- Antarctic Expedition is finally 
liquidated, members of the Governing Boay of the 
newly est&blished Foundation should appoint their 
own Chairman as an addition to their own number. 

h) that , in the first instar.ct. , the Falkland Islo.nds 
Dependencies Survey be invit ... to undertake the 
administrative work of the new Foundation. ] 

10. The Secretary wc.s asked to write privately to 
Mr . Scott at Now Zealand House, outlining these recoI:l!'lendatione 
to enable him to obtain New Zealand reo~tions before the next 
meeting of the Com.f'li ttce of Management whcm the proposals 
would be discussed . 

11 . It \1as further agreed th ... t if these rccomr.iendations 
ar ~ccopted , tha Ch~irman of the Ross Sea Committee should 
be asked to obtain the Governor General of New Zealand ' s 
approval, and to h~!!d over to the n0w Body, any surplus 
funds left in their account . 

Grant t.Q_ Gl~~-o}._ofil_caf._J1.a~zin~. 

12 . Sir Vivian Fuchs se:.id th~t he w6.s most anxious 
that a glociological p~per written by Dr . Hal Lister and Dr . 
Jon Stephenson, on expedition worlt , sho -4.la receive Vlorldwidc 
circulation in ~he Journal of Glaciology . This is a 
reputable scientific journal receiving periodical support 
from the Roy~l Society , but it is very short of funds and 
the publishers ask contributors to assist financially in 
the prepar~tior. of the material for publication . 

13. The Conmittee agreed that £50 should be given to 
the Journal of Glaciology toward~ the cost of publication 
of this paper , this::wn to be regarded as part of the costs 
budgeted for the publication of scientific results . 

Lectures . ---- --
14. The 9ecrotary reported that 65 free lectures have 
oo far been given by members of the Expedition, ~nd the 208 
paid lectures have bro ght in £9 , 920 . The Expedition ' s 
share of this money amounts to £5,570 . Lectures fees still 
outst&nding amount to about £500 . 

The meeting adjourned at 3 , 40.pm. . /)/) 



1'RANS-AiiT,1RCTIC EXPEDITION --------- -

12th Harch 1959. 
22 Gayf ere Street 

LONDON • S. W • l. 

There will be a meeting of the Committee of I~nnag~ment 
at Glyn Mills , Kirkland House , Whitehall, S.W .1. n 
Wednesday 25th March 1959 at 10. am. 

l. 

2 . 

3. 

4 . 

5 , 

6. 

~~~~~~~-~~ 

A G E N D_! . 

Financial Statement . 

Finance Sub-Committee recomrne~dations on the 
winding up of Expedition aff~irs . 

Finance Suh- Committee recom.~en~a~ions onds~rtin~ 
up ' The Trans-Ant~rctic ExpeQ1t1on Foun a on . 

Report on: 

Sales of TH::: CJ.O'SSING OF ANT.iRCTICAi'o It 1eo '-f~ le <{' 
a ) J co f-.. "'-l , • "'· 
b) The Husky edition . 

c) The Schools Reader . l r C'"'9 

Report on Lectures . Lv 
./ Progress of scientific work . 

NOTE: Attention is drawn to items 2 and 3 
In view of the import£.n?e of t hese, 
~s m~ny members as possible will be 
this meeting . 

on the Agenda . 
it is hoped that 
able to attend 

C.R.L.PARRY. 
Se~ta.!'.!· 

- . --... 
--- ···-· "'"'"iui.1c1-::s snou.ta D~ asked to make direct atta.ngem:mts 
with the individual concerned who would be supplied with the 
necessary slides . This was a.greed and it was d~ciued that 
if Expedition members wished to eo on lecturing free lance 
they were at li bcrty to negoti~te any outu lly acc..,pt .. 1.blc 
e.rrange?'l.:?nt regarding fees, but the pr1;:se11t ter~s of their 
a.gracm~nt with the Committee r ea.rein{" lectures would continue 
to operate, whereby a proportion of any fee over twenty 
guinc~s is payable to Expedition funds . 

Disposal of thd Queen ' s Portraits. 

5. Sir Vivio.n Fuchs reported that h~ h~d been in touch ~ 
with the Pa.lac., r garding the disposL.l of th~ portraits _.).... 
signed by I.er Ma3 ... sty the Qu.:?en for the; Expedition . Hur - f 

~ \ 
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I})»- . 
. ~ ~ .. Minutes of the thirty-fourth meeting of the Correni ttee of 

TRANS-M.TARCTIC EXI .DITION 

~ Mr..nage~ent held at 64 Victoria Street on 27th November 1958 
at 4.pm. 

PRESENT. 

ALSO ATTENDED . 

Sir J~nes Wordie {in the Chair). 
Sir Llilen Clifford 
Mr. G.P.Pirie-Gordon 
Professor H.H.Read 
Sir Vivian Fuchs 
Mr. J.V.Scott (representing Ros;:; Sea Committee) 

Mr . C.G.Johnston (Kemp Chatteris & Co.) 
.Mr. P. WilliaTJ3 (Kenp Chatteris & Co.) 
Mr. G. Greenfield (John Farquharson Ltd.) 

APOLOGIES FOR ABS:SNC:B "JERE IThC:EIVED }'ROM: 

Sir John Slessol' (Chairman) 
Tb~ Rt. Rev . the Bishop of Portsmouth 
General Sir Jamee Marshu.11- Cornw 11 
Captei • R.Glen 
Mr. A.I' . iake (South Africa House) 

The Minutes of the thirty-third meeting of the Ccrnoittee of 
Management held on 27th October 1958 were confiI'I!led. 

Re- election of members of the Finance Sub-Committee . 

l . Th Secretn.ry s~id that in accordnnce with the 
Articles of 1ssocidtion, the Finance Sub-Committee has to 
be re-elected every twelve months. Sir Miles Clifford 
and Mr. Pirie- Gordon s~id that th~y were willing to serve 
for another year. 

2. It w.:ie proposed by Profossor Reud nd ::iccondcd 
by Mr. Scott that the Finance Sub-Comrittce 1a at present 
constituted, be !'&-elected for a further period of one yuar 
o.s from 23rd June , 1958. This wno c6..:-riec1 . 

Lecture Organisation. 

J. The Sccret~ry reported that tha total number of 
lectures given to aa.te by members of the .Lxpedition was 213 
of which 45 wer ... given free. Another 35 have bem1 booked 
up to the end of the year. Fees to ds:tte totalled £6,045, 
with a further likely .Cl,200 due at the end of the year . 

4. Sir Vi vi an Fuchs s .id that whc.n the office w s 
moved to the F.I.D.S. premises, with the reduced st ff 
ava-lable it would ba impcssible any long r to continue 
organising l ... cturcs on behalf of members of th Expedition. 
A number were a.lrc :..dy booked , but he proposed that any 
further enquirers should be asked to malt direct atta.ngco~nts 
with tho individual concerned who would bo supplied with the 
necessary slides . This w_a agreed ana it was d cided that 
if Expedition members wished to eo on lecturing froc lance 
they were at lib~rty to negotiqt uny mutually ace ptible 
o.rrnngem.:mt reg rding fees, but the pr"" s .. mt to:rl!'s of their 
a.grccm~nt with the Committee r e~rdine lcctur s would continue 
to operate, whert.:by &. proiiortion of o.ny f ce over twenty 
guine .... s is payable to Expedition funds. 

Dispo~al of thJ Oueon ' s Portraito . 

with the Po.lac .... r garding th1. disposed of th portraits 
5. Sir Vivian Fuchs reportvd thct h h d b an in touch ~ 
signed by I10r MaJ ... sty the Qu..,en for th .... Expedition . H.Jr 

~\ 
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Majosty had givon permission for tho portr~it from 
Shackleton, which had bcPn c .rri d across th Continent , 
to ba pr~scnted to the Scott Polar Research Institute. 
This had been accepted with gre t pleasure . The portrait 

t pr~sent hanginc in th~ London H .dqu rtero would bo 
transferred to th_ F.I.D.S. premis s when the office moved . 

6 · Mr . Scott said th .t pcrrnission had been granted 
for Her Mnjcsty ' s portrait presented to th Ross Seo Party, 
to ronain at Scott Bose for as long as this base continued 
to opera.to. 

' The CrossinP: of Antarctica. ' . 

7 . Hr . Greenfield reported npproxima te figures for 
the sole of the expedition book, explaini ng that fire 
figures for so.1 cs in J.ustralia and New Zealand were not yet 
availal>lo . Messrs. Cassells h .a indicated that about 
91.000 copies of tho book had alrc dy boen sold , which would 
produce excess royalticn to the Expedition of between £6,000 
and £7,000 . At present the book io selling a t tho rate of 
two thous nd copies per we13k , anc1 Caosclls have 9 ,000 copies 
in ho.nd which should cover a.dequc.i.tely any sudden additional 
dem~nds before Christmas . 

8 . Mr. Greenfield further rcport6d that the Contr&ct 
covering tht. Husky edition has b on signed . Thore will be 
nn advance payment of £500 and the first instalment of £250 
has alr~ dy been paid . 

Dieponal of Library. 

9. Sir Vivian .Fuchs remind~d the Committee that a 
valuable collection of books, including mony technical and 
refcr~nco works, h d b .... en prcsc.nt~a to tho :Expedition. These 
had b en broueht home and he fult thnt it would be useful and 
appropriate if thoy could be kept tog thc1· und"'r conditions 
where they would be available to those who might need them in 
the :future. 

10. After discussion it w s agreoa thit the library 
should be loaned indefinitely to the F.I .D.Scientific Bur~au. 

' Antarctic Cross~!!d '· 

11. The Secretary ra~ortod that tho Lxpcdition file , 
' Antarctic Crossing ' had hcG av ry successful 1 unching, 
and would now be.. shown publicly through the Arthur J.Rn.nk 
organisation . The first public scr ... cning will b..., at tho 
Gaumont Cinema in the HaYI:: rkct, for thr e w .. ck comm ncing 
on ThuradLy 4th December. 

12. The Chr~rcan indic~t-d th t thu remnin~or of the 
agenda conc ... rnod only Comp:my matters o.nd Ur . Greenfield 
thcreforo luft tho ~ ~ting . 

Financial Stateirent . 

13 . The Tru euror tabled tho financinl st tcr:cnt 
explnining c.cr. cl ust in detail. Mr. Johnston then took 
tho Comm ttoc through the Ba.lance Shuot for th€: y m· ndinz 
3lat October 1958 and submitted tho propooed report to be 
given by the Coin..."litt~t. to the Annual General M~oting . This 
was accepted u.nd Prof sscr Rc~d proposed !.l1d Sir Vivian Fuchs 
seconded th~ adoption of the o.coountc. Thie !lotion wo.s carri~d . 



- 3 -

14 . Tho Coorittv~ th0n .cccpted a R aoiution, 
proposvd by Prof~ssor Rend 1.lld stcon~ud by Mr. Scott, 
that the Annurl Gcn~ral Meeting bt? c ... llcd on 19th 
December 1958 . This w s c .... rricd . 

Th8 Meeting adjourned at 5. 55 po 

Dist~fBUTION 

------ . ,,_,. / 
,,,, ,/ 

I .,• I • 

I I ' / / .... 
,. t'\.I· \~ 

1 
.. 

1 

Q ..... ~arry 
' S.: CRETJ-RY 

TBANS-lu~TARCT!C EXPEDITION 

All Menbers of the General Cowaittce 
Corunonw.: a.l th R ... lations Office ( 4) 
Colonial Office (2) 
Now z~eland House (2) 
J,ustrn.lin House 
South hfric~ House 
Komp Chatt~ris & Co. 
H.E.thc G.:v~ror of the Falkland Islunds . 
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AIR llAIL 

13th Uovembor, 1958. 

IRS 

Trn.no-Antarctic Expedition 

I forward tor in!orc tion two copioe 
of the ninutee of the 53rd meeting of the 
Com::iitteo of Mnnngcment held on 27th October, 1958. 

t:. 

Actine Hi{;h Coi:m:deaioner. 

observa.tiono in cxtenso , ... nd a new-dep1rture Vlill b2 the 
public ti~n of en!'"ineering data produced by Dcvid Pratt . 

3. Sir Vivian also s.id that it in intended to 
incorporate tha result3 which \1ill a.ri3e frol!l the field work 
that wJs done from Scott Ba3e. In this connection ho is in 
close touch "Ii th Dr. Fall '1 in New Zealand . 

4 . In addition to the general geological publications 
which wi .. l a.rise from the work o.t both ends , certain 
paleobo~anical material of a si~ilar age and type had been 
found both from Shackleton ena Scott Bases. The study of 
this m::i.tcriu.l will be done by Professor Plumsto .... d in South 
Africa to whom the specimens will be de~pntched . 
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TRANS- Ai TA.~CTIC EXPT.DITION 

?i'.inutes of the thirty-third meeting of the Cornm1 ttee of 
Managemer~ held at 64 Victoria Street on 27th October 1958 

o.t 2 . 30 .p:n . 

PRESENT: 

ALSO ATTENDED: 

Sir Miles Clifford (in the Chair) 
Thr Rt Rev. the Bishop of Portsmouth 
Ge•-r· ~Sir James Marshall-Cornwall 
Mr G. P .Pirie-Gordon 
Sir Vivian Fuchs 
Sir Edwin Herbert 
Captain A.R.Glen 
Mr. J.V.Scott (representing Ross Sea. Committee) 

Mr.Ji F .Drake (South Africa House) 
Mr. r Greenfield (John Farquharson Ltd . ) 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSE!'CE <r'J::R: RI:CEIVJ.m FROM: 

Sir John Slessor (Chairman) 
Sir James Wordie 
Profeosor H.l!.Re~d 

The Minutes of the thirty- second oeeting of the Committee 
of management held on 23rd July 1958 were confirmed . 

Financial St~tement 

1 . The Tre surer tabled a sun~ary of the financi:.l 
position to datC' which v:r r discunscd in detail. J.n extru. 
.£.2, 500 has no•; been allocated towards the publication of the 
scientific results, to meet the recommendations made by the 
Scientific Sub-Co~Mittee, and financial provision hns been made 
for clericc.l c.ss1stance for Dr. Jon Stephenson in J,ustrc'.llia 
ond Mr . Johannes La Grange in South J.fr1co., who e.r both 
working up their expedition resultn . 

Recommendations from the Scientific Sub- Committee. 

2. Sir Vivi~n Fuchs reported th t the Scientific 
Sub- Committee had met "lnd, subj ct to thi. Committee ' s 
approval , h ... d decided on the forr-1 in which the expedition 1 s 
scientific m.terial nhould be published. He tabled copies 
of the F.I.D.S. Reports and said that the Sub-Commi'ttee 
r~comrnended that u separ~te expedition series should be 
published in a Dinilar forn &.nd si zc, ·1i thin the general 
frumework of the norncd F.I.D.S.Beports. It is estim..1.ted 
that the cotcrL1l available will require about 700 pages , 
of which there re likely to be 250 pa.geo of meteorological 
talilcs o.lonc . It is intended to publish the l'leteoi·ological 
observations in cxtenso, ..... nd a ne~ aep.lrture will be the 
public ti0n o; cncineer1ng data produced by D~vid Pratt. 

3. Sir Vivian also s id thac it is intended to 
incorporate. the result::i 11'h1ch \1ill arise fro'C'! the field work 
that w~o done froo Scott Base. In thic connection he ie in 
close touch •·11th Dr. :Fall" in New Zea.land . 

4 . In addition to the general geological publications 
which wi l arise from the work at both ends, certain 
paleobotanical material of a siMilar age and type had teen 
found both from Shackleton ano Scott Baacs. The study of 
this m~tcrinl will be done by Professor Plumst~nd in South 
Africa to whom the specil.'lcns will be dcspntch~d . 
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Final ' Times • Articles. 

5 . Sir Hiles Clifford reported th t he h d been to 
~0 Mr. Francia Mathe;; in connection with the two final 

Ulticles still due to the ' Tineo • covering the ocientific 
aspects of the expedition . Pressure h-d been put on Sir 
Vivi~n Fuchs to supply these but until the scientific material 
ha~ been worked up heh d found it impossible to\Tite articles 
which the I Times I felt able to publish . Sir r:iles had 
ex:plained this situation to Mr. Mathew who had now agreed to 
wait for tho .... rticles until the end of Noveober, but ho.d 
stated that 1t was essential that they should be available 
by then . 

6 . Sir Vivi~n said that he had asked all hi scientists 
to supply him with some kind of wri~ten material outlining 
their work from which he could compile these articles and he 
certainl• hoped he would be in a position to supply them , 
as required , by the end of November . He pointed out that 
the ' Times ' had in fnct reo~ived 29 nrticles during the ·. he 
expedition when only 20 ~~d been contracted for , and stated 
that he had provided two scientific articles to the ' Times ' 
which repre3ented the best that could be done "t the time that 
they were needed , but the ' Times' hdd not seen fit to publish 
them. 

Reduction of Headquarter3 staff and closin" of ~xpedition office. 

7. Sir Miles Clif!ord said tho.ii Sir Vivian Fuchs and 
the Secretary had reported to the Finance Sub-Co~~ittee that 
uhen Sir Vivian returned to the F.I.D .Scientific Bureau at the 
end of thic :,rear , it •·.as f elt that it wot ld be a ... propriate to 
give up the office premises in Victori~ Street and to reduce 
the headquarters sta:;_"f . 

8. Sir Vivian said that in order to deal with the 
scientific publications and wind u~ the affairs of the expedition 
it would obviously be necessary to retain a small staff for 
some time. The Colonial Office was :iw=i.re of the situation 
and there would be no objection to the finul stages of the 
wind r.g up of the Company being carried out at the F.I.D.S . 
offices where it woJld be possible for the reduced work to be 
continued under his personr?.l supervision. The photographic 
library and all office recorus and files could be accommodated 
there . 

9 . After discussion the Coomittee agreed that the 
Victoria Stree"t Headqu~rters should be closed down on 31st 
December 1958. J..dmiral Parry and Mrs. Honnywill would 
continue in the ecployment of the :xpedition after that date , 
but the remainder of the office staff would be discharged at 
the end of the year . 

Filr.i Premiere . 

10. The Secretary reported that the British Petroleum 
Compillly intended to launch the expedition filo nt a midnight 
matinee at the Leicester Sauare Cinema on 18th November . All 
the organisation for this event is being done from their 
offices a.nd the invita"tion list includes all those firms who 
su~portcd the Expedition . 

' The CroPsing of J..ntnrctica. • 

11 . Mr . Greenfield reported that Sir Vivia.n ' s book, 
' The Crossing of Antarctica ' is published in the Commonwealth 
today . The first edition amounts to 100 ,000 copies of which 
Cassells have nlready sold 60 ,000 copies firm and over 
20 ,000 on consigr.ment . If neceesary, they are i~ a position 



- 3 -

to ruoh thr ogh a re-print before Chriotmao . 

12 . Discussin the foreien s lea Hr . Greenfield so.id 
tfi t to dnte the book is bcin tr::.nslated and published in 

t en countr: s, including Polan • Czechoalovllkin and 
YugoEJl~iv1a. The first printing in I'orway will be 15 .000 
copies and in Gcn~ny 8,000 copies. Japan, Hungary, 
Finl nd and Brazil are still neeoti ting public~tion rights . 
American ?rig1nally intended to publish 5 ,000 copies but 
since seeing the firLt proofs t i figure had been increased 
t? probably 50,000 copios . He hared to sell ore scriql 
rights, both in tho United Kingdom 'lnd South J,frica . 

'Husky' edition. 

13. Mr . Greenfield also reported th t Messrs . Cassells 
are anxiouJ to publish a cadet edition of ' Tho Crossing of 
Antar cticc. ', to bo known as the 'Huoky ' ... c1ition , und the 
Finance Sub- Committee has alreudy authorised hir.: to proceed 
with negotio.tions . It would be published under Sir Vivi:m 
Fuchs' name , two specimen chapt0rs hul nlre..tdy been suboitted 
to Cassells and a>provcd, and thcv ~ould hope to receive the 
full text by tho end of March 1959 , and to sell something in 
the r~gion of 45 , 00 to 50 , 000 copies. The book would be 
a)proxinatcly 5, 000 words and it \'JO ld be very hco.vily 
i llustr{.tcd . 

14. Sir James Marsh 11-Corn\I 11 m •ntic.m a that the 
Dverest ~xp~dition hnd published a ' Schools edition ' of 
Sir John Hunt ' s book und he felt that the Committee might 
usefully consi~cr something sioilar . Sir Vivian f •lt that 
ossibly the ~usky edition n:ight s~rve both pur.onos , but 

it w'ls ~greE>d to bear the su t~s ion in mind and Mr . Greenfield 
so.id he wo ld di..;cuss it with tl _ publish.)rs . 

Disposil of s~rplus monies. 

15. Sir Edwin Herbert discuoscd the winding up of the 
Corrr;>c.ny und th1.. disposal of surplus monies which now looked 
as if they would be 1n the r_gion of C20,000 or ~ore. It 
was agreca that it i~ tio earl~ to arrive at conclus~ons on 
this matter at :JTCscnt, but members of the Coml"littee were 
a . kod to give some thvught to it, ~na th' 5ccr tu.ry w s 
r..:quect d to plac0 it on the u.g,mdr... for the noxt meeting of 
the F1na.nco Sub- Conr:ti.ttee . 

Awo.rd of' tho Hubbnrd Medal to Sir Vivir..n Fucho . 

16. It 7.3 ro 1 or~ed th~t th Nation l G~oeraphic 
Society in •r shington has m •• rd .d the Hubb rd Medal to Sir 
Vivian Fuchs, nd th&t he wo ld be goinL to ,,merica to rcceivt! 
it in February. The Cor:unittee off r d Sir Vivion their 
hc:i.rti et congr tul tions on "this w\;;lll d_.., ... rv1..d honour . 

Letter of th nk~ to th~ Ross S~a Co~mitt"'e . 

17. Sir :Edwin Herbert said thn.t new tho Roso Sea 
Conroi ttee h, s vi rt t'.llly "tie en wound up , he wo ld like to 
propose th t :i. l(tt r of pr ci t~on ~h~ul6 be s~nt to 
its Ch irrian "'xpr~ssing th~ th_nks of th ... Com~itt ~ for 
all tho fri .ndlinoss and co - op r .. t.ion they h . oho\·,n 
throu hout the couroc of th"' expecition. Thia w .s agreed 
unanimously .. nd thr Secrot ry w .... .; r.,11ucGt d to a.ok the 
Chairman to write in th..1. s .;onse t:"J f."r. Jowdon of th ... Roos 
Sea Cono 1 t tee . 

Dis tribution 
Normal. 

...-----.., 
Th meeting &.djot.pn d ... ~-~-37 . ;pm. . ,., 

l·J J . ,. ., 
/ I • \ 

l l S'.E1;1B.,'l! • '[ 
TRAt:S- t,:filCT!C lXPEDITION. 
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?th Auguot, 1958. 

Ti! GECR.P.TARY FOR Bn'ERnAL AFJJ~. 

Tro.nn-Antarctic Expedition 

Enclooed for in!ormntion arc two copioo 
o! tho Llinutea of the 32nd meeting of tho Committee of 
Management hold on 23rd July, 1958. 

I would cntion that copies of the minutes 
or the 3let meeting of tho Committee were not trClnfJmitted 
ao they were concerned al.nost entirely with th arrange­
ment £or the reception of Sir Vivian Fuchs and his party 
on their arrival £ro~ New Zealand. 

r ,.. 

RINI STER 

AD/DL 

c~;;;itt~;w;g;e;d-th;t-aii thi;vwork should be done before any 
profits are disposed of . 

) . The Chairman asked where it was proposed to lodge the 
Expedition records . Sir Vivian said he had in mind asking 
either the Scott Polar Research Institute or the Royal 
Geographical Society to accept them . He felt that the S.P .R.I. 
would be the right depository for all the office records and 
the photographs, when these have been finally catalogued and 
indexed . He also suggested that sufficient representntive 
pictures from the ~ew Zealand activities should be included . 
The Committee accepted all these suggestions and agreed that 
no surplus profits would be disposed of until all thin work 
had been done . 

/4 . 
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TRANS- ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION 
• 

MINUTES OF THE THIRTY- S!:COND MEETING OF THE COM?4ITT::E OF 
MANAGEMENT HELD AT 64 , VICTORIA STREET, S.W. l. AT 2. 30 P. M. 
ON WEDNESDAY 23rd JUtY, 1958 . · 

PRESENT: 

ALSO ATTENDED: 

APOLOGIES FOR 

Sir John Slessor (Chairman) 
Sir Vivian Fuchs 
General Sir James Marshall- Cornwall 
Captain A. P . Glen 
Professor H. H.Read 
Sir Miles Clifford 
Mr . G.P .Pirie-Gordon 
Mr . J .V. Scott (representing 

Ross Sea Committee) 

Mr . G.V. Brady (Australia House) 
'r. A. G. L.Turner (Commonwealth 

Relations Office) 

ABGENCE R~CEIVED FROM: Sir Edwin Herbert 
The Bishop of Portsmouth 

The Minutes of the 31st meeting of the Committee of 
Uanagement held on 7th May were confirmerl . 

Financial Statement 

1. The Treasurer tabled revised estimates of expenditure 
for the Expedition in the U.K . based on the assumption that 
the organisation ~ould continue until the end of June, 1959, 
together with the available assets . He also reporte i that on 
the latest figures sent by the Ross Sea Committee, the New 
Zealand deficit would be in the region of £13,000 . It was 
clear that although at present there is an overdraft the 
~xpedition is likely to make a profit of hetween £15,001 
and £20,000 . The Comr.J.ittee felt that this was a most satis­
factory position and the Chairman and those present expressed 
their thanks to the Treasurer for all the hard work he had 
done in the interests of the Expedition . 

Disposal of Financial Assets 

2 . The Committee discussed the disposal of any surplus 
monies available when the Expedition is wound up . Sir Vivian 
Fuchs said that before the photographa could be handed over 
to an appropriate body for safekeeping, he felt that a certai~ 
amount of money ~n~ld have to be spent in taking prints from 
each negative e+c . nd in reorganising the records. The 
Committee agree ... i; all this work should be done before any 
profits are disposed of . 

3 . The Chairman asked v.here it was proposed to lodge the 
Expedition records . Sir Vivian said he had in mind asking 
either the Scott Polar Research Institute or the Royal 
Geographical Society to accept them . He felt that the S. P .R.I. 
would be the right depository for all the office records and 
the photographs, when these have been finally catalogued and 
indexed . He also suggested that sufficient representative 
pictures from the New Zealand activities should be included . 
The Committee accep~ed all these suggestions and agreed that 
no surplus profits would be disposed of until all this ~ork 
had been done . 

/4 . 
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4 . It was reported that various sue estions hnve been made 
for the diopo~nl of surplu::i funds . It wao generally accepted 
th + any profits should be used to assist exploration in somo 
way and r~r . Scott oui.d thgt it had been sugcested that a fund 
should be set up to enable young people from all the Common­
weal th countries who had participated in the Lxpedition, to 
take p~rt in ux~edi~ions . The Committee felt very attracted 
to this proposal c.:"ld it ·1.as o.GTeed to ref er it to the Fina.nee 
Sub- Committ.:c for fvrther discussion and recommendations . 

5. Mr . Turner nt;ntioned that before a.ny decision is ta.ken 
regardint; the di::ip.:>sal of surplv 3 funds the Commom.eal th 
Relations Offi cP would appreciate 1 t if they could be informerl . 

It W!i:'.1 Qbreed that however these funds are used it would 
be deoirable if the entity of the Company could be retained 
and it waE:l dccid~d to ask Sir Edwin Herbert 1 s advice as to ho"' 
best a Committee or Trustees could be appointed to control thQ 
funds , possibly under the aegis of the Royal Geographical 
Society , if they :1ould accept responsibility . Captain Glen. 
sug£;estcd that to begin with the existing Finance Sub- Commi tt11e 
might well be appointed Trustees . It wa:; decided to have this 
matter referren to an early meeting of the Finance Sub-Commit~e~ , 
to be calleu as soon es possible . 

newspai:>er CuttinR'.s 

6 . Sir Vivian Fuchs said that ever since 1950 the F.I .r .s . 
org~niration had employed a Press Cutting AGency to pro·-~ 
him with material on Polar activities, which he had found ver:· 
useful . Durjng the course of the Expedition the office had ktpt 
up the£c Fr~sa cutting books until he returned to the United 
Kingdom . He :'olt that it \"OUld be helpful to him if these could 
be continued . The Committee agre~d that the service should be 
uxtended un"til the Expedition is wound up . 

}~xpedi ti on H1ilr.i 

~. The Secre~ary reported that although a great deal of filr~ 
natcrial had been shot, \.'orld Wide Pictures were finding it 
difficult to make c:. major picture to run as long a:;; 90 minutes . 
They had,therefore, advised the British Petroleum Company that 
it would be a better commercial proposition to make a first 
class cocond feature film, running for between 45 and 60 minu1e.3 
and this had been agreed . 

Sir Vivian said that after British Petroleum have used all 
the material they require for making the film, he would like 
to ask them to give the Expedition any remaining footage which 
\JOUld probably be very useful in short lengths, either t s· O\" 
in school3, or for instructional or demonstration purpos 

Pro~rcss of Book 

8 . Sir Vivian reported that ha had just completed the officiai 
accou'l'lt of the Expedition . He felt that owing to the rushed 
circumstances in which it had to be written and the lack of all 
scientific material , there were certain deficiences, but Mess1s, 
Cassell and Co . 1=1.ppearecl to be ss.tisfiecl with the material that 
had been provided . 

Sir Vivian said he felt that when the book was published 
a number of people might properly expect to receive copies fr~e 
The Secretary said he thought that Messrs . Cassell and Co . wot1ld 
would present oach mcrtb~r of the Expedition with a copy, and 
Mr. Pirie-Gordon s id ~hat it wa~ quite usual for publishers to 
nake available e. CC'rtain number cf copies at trade prices . It 
v.as agrrcd that, \';hen the time car:ie, appropriate persons should 
be given free cripics with the compliments of the Expodition . 
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Sir Vivian.also said that he felt there was a market 
for a book of captioned photographs of the Expedition . The 
C? i~tee agreed and asked hi~ to discus3 the matter further 
w1 h tr . Greedficld . 

Scientific Renorts 

9 . . Sir Vivian said that as all his time had been taken up 
writing the book he had not yet been able to give attention 
to the important question of writing up the scientific results . 
He hoped to be abl~ to call a meeting of the Scientific Sub­
Commi tteo within a short time as many problems had arisen , 
both here and in Hew 7.calcnd , in connection with the publication 
of the scientific results . .. s soon as he had discussed these 
with t he Scientific Sub- Cor:-.t:i ttee l ,., rnld be in a position 
to make n report and recommendation • . 

Lect ures in Ameri ca 

10 . Sir Vivi an r::;portcd that various suggestions are now 
being made for members of the Expedition to give lectures 
in America . He had alr~ady stated that he personally was not 
willing to lecture in the States under the auspices of any 
Lecture Agency , and v;ould only do so if preosed , for rco.sons 
of national prestige; but he caw no reason why m"'mbers of the 
Expedi t ion should not accept engagements to lecture if they 
so wished , subject to ~h~ Coomittee's approval . 

• The Conmi~tce felt that it would be very unfortunate if 
Sir Vivian did not eive any lectures in the States and the 
Chairman said he would like to make ~nquiries through the 
English Speaking Union in Ar.erica about a short, suitably 
sponsor~d tour for Sir Vivian early in December . 

11 . The Secretary will be absent on leave from early in 
August until about 10th Scptcober on a visit to Ecuador . 

Tho "1eeting adjourned o.t 3 .47 p.m . 

,' 

Distribution 

..... 

( i ·~ ---_....-e-:?. .L . Parry 
3I:CilliTARY 

TRANS- ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION 

All members of tho Gtneral Comr:ri.ttee 
Comr1onwealth R"lations Office (4) 
Colonial Office (2) 
New Zealand House (2) 
.Australia House 
South Africa House 
The Ross Sea Committee (2) 
Kemp Chattoris and Co . 
H.E . The Governor of the Falkland Iolands 
Chairman, Scottish Appeal Committee 
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TRANS- ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION 

MINUTES OF THE THIRTY- FIRST MEETING OF TliE COMMITTEE OF 
MANAGEMENT H:3LD AT 64 VICTORIA STREET , S.'1.1. AT 2.45 P 6 ,o v 
ON WEDiiESDAY' 7TH MAY 1958 . • ,,~r.,r lhe fJ,,,. 

i~y-~ .. ,.. • ., 
:-~~~--~-----------~----------------------~------~-,r.i~~"~~,,~·~c~v~NOEN ~~ 

f Cfl -

i'RESENT : Sir John Sleaeor ( Chairrn~n) : ~ 14MAY1958 ~ ! 
Sir Jamee Wordie o °:J:. .. 
Cap\ ain A.R . Glen iu LONDON ~i .,. ~.. :-? • 
Mr . G.P . Pirie-Gordon ~ ,.. 

ALSO ATTENDED: 

APOLOGIES FOR 

General Sir Jrimeo Mersh£ill-Cornwa ,.. 
Professor H.H. Reod 
Sir Miles Clifford 
Mr . F.H. Corner. 

Mr . M.A. Willia (Coloniol Office) 

ABSENCZ RECEIVED FROM : Sir Edwin Herbert 
The nt . Rev . The Bishop of Portsmout' 

The Minutes of the Thirtieth Meeting of the Committee of Manage­
ment held on 3lo t M:..rch , 1958 ""ere confirmed . 

Arrnn .emento for rocention etc . of Dr . Fucho and ex lorcrn at 
.'lout; ampton . 

1 . A detailed Programme of Events, connected with the arrival 
of Dr . Fuchs and his party at Southampton woe tabled ond 
discuoaed . 

The following points were streoeed :-

a) a . a . Rangitoto berths Southampton (Ocean Terminal) 0630, 
Monday, 12th May . 

b) The special train (~1th seats reoervod for members of Committee) 
will lenvo Waterloo at 0700 precisely, otopring at Woking ot 
0729 . 

c) The special tra1n urrivee ot Southampton Central Station ot 
0834 . J3uoea are being provided to t ke the 001:1.mi ttee and 
passengers to tho Ocean Terminal . 

d) The Explorers, having paa~ed through Cu stoma, will lie re­
united with their relntivca and friendo ancl 11 those aboard 
the special train in 1n area specially llocoted ut the Ocean 
Terminal . (0845 to 0920) . 

e) Explorers move to position ready to meet The Mayor, Sheriff 
ano Town Clerk who rrive ot the South ..... nd of the Ocean Terminal 
at 0930 . 

f) Six cars proceed to Civic Centre at 0945 . The Committee and 
relatives of the txpedition will follow in two buses . 

g) Arrival at Civic Centre 1015 followed by Pre E Conference 
and Television nd news reel intervicwa. 

h) Civic Reception corruncnces 1200 . The M yor and Dr . FuchEJ will 
receive the guests. ~xplorero will hqve individual hoota to 
facili to·~o introductiono. 

j) After the Reception is over, membero of the Committee ond 
relativco of the :x1 dition proceed in buoea to the Central 
Station at 1.20 . 

ls. ) Special train leaves for \mtcrloo 1. 45 precisely . 

l) Special train arrives Waterloo (Platform 11) ~t 3 .15 P .M. 

- 1 -
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The arrangements, are chiefly the responsibility of 
The Mayor and Corporation of South':lmpton and were unanimously 
approved . The Secretary emphasized the necessity of adhering 
strictly to the time- table to en ble the programme to proceed 
sm thly . The Secret ry confirmed th t Dr. Fuchs and his 
par~y had been given details of the progr nune . 

Arrangements on arriv l in London . 

2 . The Secret ry reported th t the situ.tion in Lond was 
nearly finalized, but ent~iled more complicated orgnnisation 
than Southampten . The programme waA tr1hled and discussed in 
detail . 

The special train with the Committee, explorers and 
relatives on l·oard will arrive at No . 11 Platform, Waterloo 
at 3 . 15 P . . 

The Se(Jretory $tated that a .1pecial areu about 50 yards from 
the entrtn~e to the pl~tforrn h3$ eeen set 03ide for reception 
purposes . A thwart the plat form and o,,n each s icle of the area, two 
large stendo will be erected to accor.;ednte press reporters, 
television camerae, etc . The ro'.)d space 'djoining the platform 
opposite the train will be kept clear to allo~ for movements of 
speciel cors . Sone London County Council School children will 
be allowed to view the proceedines. 

Dr . Fuchs will be greeted by Sir Edwin Herbert and then 
introduced to the Mayor of Lembeth and the Earl of Home who in 
turn, is introduced to the explorers. The Earl of Home will 
make a brief speech of welcome to ~hich Dr. Fuchs will reply . 

The Reception P rty will include, The Secretary of State 
for Air, The Rt . Hon. George R. Ward, The High Commissioners of 
Austral in , South Af1•ica ond the Acting High Cormnissioner of 
New Zealand and The Chairman of The London County Council . 
After the speech is concluded, Dr . Fuchs will be taken by Sir 
Edwin Herbert to the rcmrinder of the Reception P~rty end intro­
duced to the mernhers of this group. While introuuctions are in 
progress Mr. David kttenborough of the B.B.C . will h~ve n Llhort 
interview with David Strutton . 

On completion of introductiono and B.B.C . interviews{ Dr. Fuchs 
and hifJ porty move to their open C'1rs (weather permitting) . The 
procession through the streets of London ·to The Roynl Geogrdphical 
Society starts not later thfln 3 . 40 P . ~ The Secretary once more 
emphaoized the importance of exact timing. 

Buses for the Committee and pasoengers of the special train 
wiFhing to attend the pres~ conference ~t the Roynl Geographical 
Society will take passage in the tr~nsport p3rked ~t the end of 
No. 11 pl~tforrn . The Secret~ry emphasised the f ct th t members 
of the Com.~ittee "ill not be required in the special re~ (with 
the exception of Sir Edwin Herbert) . 

Presa Conferences . 

3 . The Secret ry reported that a Preoe Wecting called on Monday , 
4th M~y received good attendance, but little was reported the 
following doy in the newsp~pers. The object of the meeting was 
to brief the press with details for welcoming home Dr. Fuchs and 
his party . 

Two Press Conference have been ~rrnnged to cover the days 
hapDenings on M~y 12th, one at the Civic Centre at Southrunpton 
at 10 . 20 and the second Conference to be held nt The Royal Geographicql 
Society at nbout 4 o ' clock . Both will l st ep roxim~Lely one hour . 
Subsequent Receptions etc . 

4 . The major subsequent events were t~bled by the Secretary and 
det~ils of receptions, lectures etc. ware discussed. A copy of 
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the det~ile was circul"lted to member of the Comnittee . 

Roy .l Geogr phical Society Recention , Thursd.y 15th M~y . 

The Secret ry reporter. thnt about 4CC guests m~y be 
exp ted to ccept the Committee ' s 1nvitqtion to the Reception . 
Ab ~ 150 gu~ t h"J.ve no~ yJt replied. 

It ¥ ':l.s auggc..,ted th t •1t thL, Reception, members of the 
Committee ...,hould ·,ie r '.l b dge l'lbellcd "Committee" to f"'cilit te 
introductionn to Dr. Fuchi nd the explorerc. 

Government Rece~tion and dinner. 1gth Muy. 

The Secretnry confirmed that members of the Committee 
of Management would be invited to rittend the Government dinner 
and Reception at Luncoster House . 

Lectures. 
5 . The Chairman mentioned th t he hcped that Dr . Fuchs ·:.ould be 

pr otected from the press and other corrunitments in order th~t 
he could write his book in comp3rotive peace and quiet . The 
Secret ry replied th'lt all possible meanu had been taken to 
or ganise u clenr program.me for this purpose after the initial 
engagements . It was agreed that this be mentioned at both 
Press Conferences . 

Sir ~ilcs Clifford str~ssed the importanc~ of org~n1s1ng the 
lectures in Brussels and Holland . These dates will be discussed 
when the : xpcdition returns to this country . 

Finance . 
6 . The Treasurer renortcd th"'t the New Ze:::i.l rnd cl"' im for 

a?.nnged stores in H.?{.N'.Z.S. =nde9.vour had been :igreed by the 
Underwriters, and it is in the process of being met . The 
Secretary po nted out that this cl i~ hqd cre:::i.ted an enormous 
mount of ·:.ark ovdng 'to the fact th~t det~ils were lacking from 

The Ross Sea Committee . No furth ... r progre .... s wos reported with 
regar d to the sale of the Ctter ~ircr ft, but the Secretary 
confirmed th t the aircraft is heing looked after at Scott Base. 
About £-3, OOC moy be expected frcm the s le of the Sno- Cat ,,hich 
is returning to The Tucker 3no- Cat Corpor tion . Otherwise, it 
was stated, ~h3t there were no m0 jor ch"nges in the financial 
situation. 

Honours and l.\" ;i~ 
7 . The Honours and a•~rds for both p 0 rties ~na discussed . It 

was greed th t it was now too l"te to rccol""..mand n'3.mes for the 
Eirthday Honours list, ~nd th8t the rr.3tter ohould be discussed in 
detc.il v.ith Dr. Fuchs upon hie return . 

The meeting adjourned at 3;38~-

. 
I 

( \ \ o._r. ~~o:;ry 
... 'S:.CR::T.i.RY 

TRttNS- ANT1.RCTIC :::::XP:::DITION. 

Distribution . AII menbers of the Gener~l Comnittee 
Commc.nwe'llth Relationn Offices (4) 
Coloni3l Office (2) 
New Zealand Houue l ) 
Australi"l House 
So~th Africa Ho~se 
Th~ Ross Seo Coffimittee (2) 
Ke~p Chatt~ris & Co . 
H.B. Th~ Cov~rnor of the Falkl.nd Isl nds. 
Chairnan , Sccttish Appeal Com.~ittue . 
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The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa, 
LONDOU . 

Pronosed Award of Polar l'edal. 

Further to my telegram No . 94 of the lst ~ay, 
1958, in reply to your minute No. P.S. 16/l of the 
24th pril, in regard to the proposed award of an 
O .B . E . or • .B . :::: • and Polar l edsl to JJr . J . la Grnnge, 
South African and a member of the recent Co monwealth 
Trans-Ant retie Expedition, I now send you, for infol".Ill9.tion1 
co~ies of:- • 

(a) a letter, reference SAR .AL/9, addressed by 
the Rieh Commissioner for the United Kingdon 
to the Secretary for External Affairs on the 
17th April; 

(b) a personal letter, reference 113/34, adctressed 
by ~r . G.P. Jooate to the High Com..~iesioner 
for the United Kingdom on the 28th April , 
outlining the Union ' s attitude in tlia matter; 

(c) a minute No . E.M . 20/34 of the 1st t••l'l.y from 
the Prime 'Jinister ' e Office. 

{{ _ (. ""~ 
l sEcRBTARY FOR EXT RNAL AFFAIRS. 
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Io . ~A •• Al/9 . 

CO?rPIDr.I • AL. 

My d ..ir Jooat.e, 

~c . . 

7 !' 

I have received , through y colleague in 
New ue land , the enclosed meesag from Dr. V vian 
.Fuch i, the leader of the recent Comr.'lonweul th r nc­
Antarctic Expedition , conta~ning hi re uewt th t 
Mr. Johannes La Grange ehol.ll.d be reco e .1ded for 
the ward o.f the :Polar Medal. ;Dr. Fuchs ho.o o .. ked 
tn~t it shot ld be communic3t ~ urgcntiy t the 
Union GovernmP.nt. 

! understand from London th t Dr. ~~chs 
wu autboriseJ by the Expeditions Office t ere to 
IIUke r coUllilen~ations to the United F~ngdom Governm nt 
or the ward of the ·•ed l and that ha w1a adv ued 

to ap roach the other Cor:i"lon.vealth Gover:'llllents con­
cerned in the case of me b rs wbo re c tizens of 
their countries and whoQ be i~hed to recom:nend. 
: r er t that I h_ve been unable to secure a copy 

f the United Kingdom Gov~rnmcnt G zette in which 
the Roya ·a~rant concerning the Polar Medal was 
.~bli bed , I believe in 1953; in default of this: 
enclose , in case it may be of a i t nee to you, 
a copy of the draft ~arr~t s co!1l!Ilunicated to the 
Governcents of Canada, Australia, New O:ea1 R-nd and 
South Africa with Telegr am D No . 1 Saving of the 
6th Septenbar, 1952. 

I run not fully aware or the principles 
by •hich the Union Government Nould be guided n con-

i dcring a rccom endation of thi r ther spec~al 
na.ture. If it shou:d be t~ t they find the elves 
unsble to snonsor a reco ndnt:on in favour of ~r. 
La Gr n e , wou11 it perhaps be pos ... ble for tnem 
to suegest some other procedure whereby t 
cou: be ~1bmitted - order t t he y 
only ~e-ber f Dr. Fucb' d L Udm1nd 1 l 

rt ..,, wr .. o · .. 11 not rece ve the 4eda1 from t 
at the ceremony on the !.5th t!ay a.t \ h-ch it · 
the · dals should be presented. 

Should there be any 
be of assist nee to you in thi 
f 1rther tnfor tion or by way of 
pot hesitate t~ ~et me know. 

way in 
tter 

di cl 

Y ur nee 

( Sgd.) £>,. ch.Ul6o 
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r. Viseer, 
1' 1 . 0 1 3- 5421. 

he ~eoret ry for xtorn l Affoire, 
Union Duildin a, 

I • 

J. 

• • 20/34 • 

... t-5-1958 

l . With reference to minute •O· P. ~. 16/1 of th 
24th ril, 1958, fro tbe Offic of the Union ' s Hi h Com-
1ee1oner in ondon, I am direct d to intorm you th t it 

ie re-::rett d th t tho Union Govern ant ia unable to agree 
to t proposed a ard to Ur. la Grun e. 

2. In gen ral, porm1ee1on for the aoo ptanoe by 
~o~tb African oitiz ne of non- wouth Afr1cun a ard c n only 
be eou t hen such awards re o de in reooBDition ot -

(a) services in the sul ried mployment ot the 
!orei overnment cone ned; 

(b) ervioea ae Honor ry Con of th foreign 
overnment oonoerned for 1n1mu.m p r1od 

of three yeere; and 
(c) distinguish d servioes in the a Vin ot 

life . 

3. In view of the a ecial oircumeto.nc a obtainin in 
this o oe, no objection was raised to the pro o od award to 

• la ~ran e of the ol r edol, but the Pri e inieter is 
ot th o inion th t, in view of the rules set out above, 
which h v been strictly obeerved by th Union Governm nt 
in r oe t yeare, there is no ~uetifioation for llow1n 
a-. 1 r n e to accept an addition 1 rit1ah aw rd in reco -

n1t1on of his services with the Co onwealth Trana-Antarctic 
x dition. 

4. he etutement in the above ntionod inute th t 
"the ol r edel ••••••• 1a not a wt to d c r tion", does 

not/....... . . . .. . 



2. 

not appe r to b x1st1n olar edal w s 
1nat1tut d by th een so a y o by oyal rront, 
n w rda are no.rm lly m d only on reoo n tion by 

th irst o d of th 1r lty . or over, t e olar 
d l ia 1nc~udod in tho list ahowin th order of rece­

of the of 1c1al United in do orde~ , decor t1ons 
la . 

• V. VlSSER 
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P.J. 16/l 8th y, 1958. 

Dcor oir, 

1 return hore~ith, as diacuaecd 
by telephone with your office , the r 11 
ticket end identity cards t t h ve been 
sent to ce for the reception of the 
Antarctic Expedition t ~utha ton. 

om· r 1th Ull) , 

.• ~- do Villiers 

The ..,ecre tary, 
Trans-Ii tarctic xped1tion, 

64 Viotorio Str et, s. . 1 . 

~or 

1closure 
.rman of 

shoul.d 
later 

nd for 
ed out 
ould 
ta 
roughly 
dings. 

tently 
Police 
closed 
e 
r you 
icipate 

bers of 
facing 
the 

i Home. IdV/AG ___ ;:, two 
lines at an angle to the cameras and Dr . Fuchs will 
escort Lord Home down each line introducing each member 
of the Expedition. Lord Home will then walk to 
the microphone and extend an official welcome home 
to the Expedition on behalf of Her l'!ajesty •e Government. 
After this, Sir Edwin Herbert will talce Dr. Fuchs over 
to where the other official guests are standing and 
intr~duce him to each one. During this time, Daviu 

Guidance at South~npton. 

Our own represent r-t ives will be travelling on the Special 
Train and will be evailablc at every point throuchout the day 
to assist pe..ssengcrs and to control the coaches which will 
convey th~o to tho Ocean Tor:iinal and 1 ter to the Civic Centre 
in Southo.npton. It would be approci-ted if everyone would 
conply with their requests ond follow thl:lir instructions as 
quickly a.s possible as tho v.:;.rious operations h .ve been cs.re­
fully tined and it is inporta.~t to cvoid undue delnys. 



/ 
PATRON ti[R MA.OC' 8TY 111 QUl!l!N 

T UE THANS-1\NTAHCTIC EXl'ED I'l' ION 

64,VICTORIA STREET,LONDON,S.W I 
T•L.• .. "ONE. TATt. OALLtntv , ••••• 

2nd lilay 1958. 

I write to confirm the 3rrangements for 
the arrival of Dr . Fuchs on fl~ay 12th. 

The Special Train will reach Waterloo 
(Platform 11) at 3.15 p.m. where a reception enclosure 
is being reserved . Sir Edwin Herbert, Chairman of 
our Finance Committee, will be your host and we should 
be grateful if you could arrange to arrive not later 
than ~m. 

The arrival is being televised live and for 
this reason careful arrangements have been worked out 
as to v1here people should stand and how they should 
face . Sir Edwin will explain these arrangements 
and we would appreciate it if you could remain roughly 
in the position indicated throughout the proceedings. 

In case by some mischance you inadvertently 
get separated from the main party, the Railway Police 
have asked that we should issue you with the enclosed 
identity card as they anticipate large crowds of 
reporters etc and it might be helpful to them if you 
could have this with you thou.eh they do not anticipate 
having to ask you for it . 

As the train stops, Dr. Fuchs and members of 
the Expedition will alight from a central door facing 
the television cameras; he will be welcomed by the 
Mayor of Lambeth who will then hand over to Lord Home. 
Meanwhile, the explorers will be marshalled into two 
lines at an angle to the cameras and Dr. Fuchs will 
escort Lord Home down each line introducing each member 
of the Expedition. Lord Home will then walk to 
the microphone and extend an official welcome home 
to the Expedition on behalf of Her i1ajesty's Government. 
After this, Sir Edwin Herbert will take Dr. Fuchs over 
to where the other official guests are standing and 
introduce him to each one. During this time, David 

Guidance at Southannton. 

Our own represcnt~tivcs will be tr::i.velling on the Snecial 
Train and will be c.vo.ilablo at every point throuchout the day 
to assist p~ssengcrs and to control the coaches which will 
convey then to tho Ocean Torninal and l tr.r to the Civic Centre 
in Southo.npton. It would be appreci~ted if everyone would 
cooply with their requests and follow th~ir instructions as 
quickly as possible as the various operations h.ve been care­
fully tined and it is ioporta..~t to c.void undue delays. 
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Stratton, Deputy Leader of the Expedition, will be 
interviewed in front of the television cameras for 
the benefit of B. B.C. viewers. 

At approximately 3.30 Dr . Fuchs and the 
explorers will be directed to their care. The 
procession will form up and move off as soon ae 
possible . 

Dress will be ordinary lounge suite and the 
route to be followed by cars going tlf the station 
should be via Westminster Bridge Road entrance, the 
cab road to the Main Entrance to Nos. 11 and 12 
Platforms. Cars will be directed to the Reception 
area on Platform 11 and subsequently marshalled for 
the return journey. Those cars joining the procession 
will be placed immediately behind the vehicles 
conveying Dr . Fuchs and his Party. 

/~~~. 
e.;r!h. I~ 

The Hon. Dr. J.E .Holloway, 
South Africa House, 
Trafalgar Square, 
London, W. C.2 . 

Guidance at Southarinton. 

Our own rcpresent"tive"' will be t i1· 
Train ~nd will be cvailablo~at cv8 ry p~f~; t~~~u0~0~~ocSpecial 
to nss1at p~nsengcrs and to control the coaches ~hich ~i1day convey thoo to tho Ocean Tcrnin"l and 1 t t · wi 
in Southa.npton. It would b~ "" . .. er o the Civic Centre 
co::iply with th . " apprec1 ... ted if everyone would 
quickly as os~~~l~e~~ests and.follow th0ir instructions as 
fully tinedpand it i; i~~~r~~~i0~~ ~~~f~t;~~~ehd;Ia~~~n care-



CODE TELEllRAM 

.F'ROM: SECEXTERN, PRETORIA 

DESPATCHED: 2.5.58 
TO: HI H COMMISSIONER, LONDON 

RECEIVED: 2. 5. 58 

No. 94 
Your despatch ot 24th April. 
It is regrettea that in accordance with rulee governing 

the acceptance of awards by Union Nationals Union overnment are 
unable to agree to the proposed award to Mr. La range. In view 
ot the s~ecial circlllnstances no objection was raised to the 
proposed award to him of Polar _edal and United Kingdom author1t1ca 
already informed to this ef~ect. Explanatory letter tollows. ~ 

• / 1(1, ?~ . 
v (S..'j , ~..;,I. ~--U:· J 

/PS ~-4 ~ t~J,.....,c v• ~ \ '1 

I'. ~ 1. 'yttl..- - "'-~..-4' lr1 ® 

------ -- ------ ··~~-~~!~v~~ ,. ~~: ·a;,?/~ 
tickets are enclosed herswith - the return fare will be £2 .10 .0 
which will include brcakf~st and lunch. Those who are only 
travelling fron Southanpton to London will be charged £1.5.0. 
Cheques should be m:.de out to "The Trans- J.ntarctic Expcdi tion" 
end sent to this office at y ur earliest convenience. 

J,rri val of the SS Ri.t'GITOTO . 

J.t present the Rangi toto is expected to r..:iach Southa.;i.pton 
at about 2.ar.i. on 12th May but she will NOT be handled by the 
Docks until 7 . ao . The Cabin Class Hall of the Ocean Teroinal 
will be reserved as a priv.te enclosure for the Expedition. 
Those going down to neet the ship will be taken str.:iicht to 
this point and will not be peroitted on board ship . No one 
will be allowed to meet the Expedition until after they have 
cooplied with the I:u:iigration and Custoos fornel.ities, when 
they too will be directed to the Cr.bin Class Hell fron the 
opposite direction. It ts expected that all formalities and 
baggage exa.oin.:ltion will be co:J.pletcd by 8 .15 .an and those of 
you who live locally ~ nd ar: goil1£ to r:ieet the ship are asked 
!'OT to arrive at the Ocoan Tcroina.l until after 8 .15 .ao . 

Guidance at Southannton. 

Our own represent"'tives will be travelling on the Special 
Train and will be cvn.ilablo at cv~ry point throuchout che day 
to assist pcseengcrs and to control the coaches which will 
convey then to the Ocean Ternin~l and 1 ter to the Civic Cent re 
in Southnnpton. It would be epprcci~ted if everyone would 
co~ply wi~h their requests and follow thuir instructions as 
quickly cs possible ~s the various operations h .ve been c~re­
fully ti~ed and it is ioporte.nt to avoid undue delays. 



/ TRANS ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION 

2nd May 1958 64 Victoria Street 
London. S . \I .1. 

Inforr:w.tion reg~rding the arrival of 
The Trans llntcrctic Expedition in 

England on 12th Mey 1958. 

Introduction 

ArrangePents for the arrival of the Expedition on 12th 
May have now been completed end I enclose an identification 
Pass which ou should have with ou throu hout the day as it 
will facilitate trnnsport arran&enen s and ensurn entry to 
the different functions. 

Arrangements for spending Sunday night in Southaopton. 

Mrs. Honnywill will be spending the night of May 11th 
at the Polygon Hotel Southanpton. \7ould those of you who 
are also staying in South~npton overnight please let us know 
beforeho.nd ·:1hcrc they will be, or contact Mrs. Honnywill at 
the Polygon so that, where neccss~ry, &rr.:i.ngenents can be 
onde for transport to the Ocean Teroinnl early next ~orning. 

Instructions for those tro.vellin~ in the Special Train. 

Would those who ar.:;i liravelling to Southanpton in the 
Special train please not~ that tho train will leave Waterloo 
froo Platform 11 at 7.ao. and it cannot be held for any late 
nrrivols. It will stop ct ~oking et 7.29 ao at Plntforo 4. 
for the benefit of those wishing to join ii; there . The 
tickets are enclosed herewith - the return fare will be £2.10 .0 
which will include br~akf -ist &nd lunch. Those who are only 
travelling fron Southanpton to London will be charged £1.5.0. 
Cheques should be nc.de out to "The Trans- Antarctic Expedition" 
and sent to this office at y Jur earliest convenience. 

Lrrival of the SS fu.fGITOTO . 

J,t present the Ra.ngi toto is ex_t>ected to roe.ch Southampton 
a:t about 2 .o.n on 12th May but she will NOT be handled by the 
Docks until 7 . :J..'C . The Cabin Class Hall of the Ocean Teroinul 
will be reserved as a priv. te enclosure for the Expedition. 
Those going down to neet the ship will be ta.ken str'1ieht to 
this point and will not be pernitted on board ship. No one 
;-1ill be c.llowed to neet the Expedition until o.fter they he.ve 
cooplied with the I:rr:i.igration and Custons fornclities, when 
they too will be directed to the Cr.bin Clase Hall fro!.1 the 
opposite direction. It is expected thct all formalities and 
baggage exo.oiniltion will be co:nplctcd by 8 .15.a.n and those of 
you who live locally nd ar:: goinc; to ncct the ship are asked 
NOT to arrive at the Occa.n Tcroinal until after 8 . 15 .an . 

Guidance at Southannton. 

Our own represento.tives will be travelling on the Special 
Train nnd will be available nt CV8ry point throuoiout vhe day 
to o.saist pessengcrs and to control the coa.chos which will 
convoy then to the Ocean Tcrninal and l~t er to tho Civic Centre 
in Southnopton. It would be appreci ~ted if everyone would 
conply with their requests and follow th0ir instructions as 
quickly as possible ~s the various opcrationa h .ve been care­
fully tioed and it is inporta.~t to nvoid undue delcys. 
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Proar~nne Et So th~~nton. 

0700 

0815 

0834 

0845 

0920 

0930 

0940 

0945 

1015 

1020 

1110 

1200 

1315 

1330 

Special Train lee.vcE.l \"ht1:..rloo c ... l line at ·;oking 
(7.29a.:i at Pl tforra 4) 

Fo.nilics end friends ;ill be dritte<l to the 
Cnb1n Clces H~ll at the Oc an Terninal . 

~rrival of Spcci~l Tr~in nt c~ntral Station 
where Buses · ill be provided to t~ke passengers 
to th ... Oce .... :1 Tcmina.l . 

Explor~rs nov~ into position ready to nect the 
Mayoral Party coninc to welcone the::i. 

The Mayor o.rri ves at tho OccE.n Tcrr:inal and is 
welconed by the Cbaiman. Dr Fucns o.nd neobors 
of t11e Expodition will be proscnted. 

The Mnyor.:.l Party a"YJ.d the explorJrs will leave 
the Cabin Cl&cs Hall by the South End entrance . 
Aftc.r the dep<rture of the explorers far.iilies 
Pnd f"rierds \"ill be dir.3ct~d to the se.ne entrance 
o.nd will be tal~en to the buses which will then 
convey then to th~ Civic Centre . 

A car procc~"'ion com -...fing the r~ayoral Party and 
tha explorors will oovc oif, led by the Chief 
Constable. 

Tha car procession will reach tho Civic Centre. 
r~etlbcrs of the ~xp0c1i tion w:.i.11 t once go to the 
Council Chur.tcr to ncct tho Pross. Fa..,.,ilies 
and friends will, on arrival , be directed to the 
Public Gallery of th~ Council Chaobcr fron which 
they ce.n liuten to th~ Press Conference. 

Press Confcrcnca in the Council Char.bar . 

Press Conference \'/ill be closed and Dr. Fuchs 
will give Television and Newsreel interviews 
in o.nothcr roon for ~hour . Members of the 
Expedition will be free for o.b ut i hour end will 
then be directed to the Guildhall in preparation 
for the Civic ~ec~ption. 

Civic Recc tion in tho Guildhall. All &tlests 
will ba rcc ... ived by th !lnyor r.nd Dr. Fuchs. 

Civic Rece:tion will ter in~te ~nd fa ilies and 
friends will b .. directed to the buses waiting to 
t::.kc the~ b~ck to Central St ... tion . 

Buseo will l~cv~ ~or the St tion. The explorers 
will follow l ... tcr with the Mayornl P rty. Fa. .. ilies 
are asked to kce.;.:> c. soc.t 1r1i thin th~ir circle so 
th .t they cnn be joined by neob~rs of the Expedition 
when the~, arrive 

1345 Spoci.::l Train will luev~ for London . Luncheon 
will be served. 

/~rri val in London. 

1515 Special Train will drew into Platforr. 11 at 
Vlaterloo. i: .. hers of the I!xpcdi tion will ali5ht 
froo one special door in the c~ntrc of tho train 
into e speci,i reception enc osure ~nd will receive 
rm offici~l ·.-1elcone fro .. the Secrc.t:iry o ... State for 
Co:inonwealth Rel tions c.nd other V.I.Ps. 
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Funilies c.nd friends will :i.li ht fron different 
doors ~t the front and th r ~r of th train and 
will not be c.blc to enter the spocial enclosure . 
Every cf fort will be nade to err nge for th~n to 
rercin n:~r cnou{;h to the ~xp~dition to h~ar the 
speeches etc. but the speci 1 enclosure will be 
entirely surroun1cd by television a.nd ncwsteel 
cac.~rns nc. r.:porters .nd this po.rt of the progrru:JI:le 
will be televised ''live" by the BBC . 

1\ car proccesion will be f orncd ... nd m:::nbers of the 
Bxpedition, followed by the V.I.Ps who ha.vc come 
to welcoae ther.i, will leave \lo.tarloo flild drive to 
th .. Royal Geo(;ra)hica.l Society by the followir.g 
route: Waterloo 'Bridee, Strand, Traf .l.lgar Square, 
The Mall, Constitution Hill , Hyde Park Corner and 
Knightsbridge . 

Fa-.ilies and friends •.1ho wish to go to the Roya.l 
Geographical Society will be directed to special 
buses. 

1630 Press Conferancc ~t tha Royal Geogra hical Society. 

J.t the conclusion of this Press Conference ~eobcrs 
of the Expt:dition will be free to go ~o""e 

Dr . Fuchs, David Prt:.tt and John Lewis will L ... tc.,;:_..e.pJ?ear on 
the BBC Television prograone "Panore..oa. '! ~ 

I -------
I -/ , __ . ..--

I {1~ C .'R .Ir.rarry 
l SECRETARY 

TRANS-lNT.kRCTIC EXP~DITION 
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P.S.16/1. 

AIR J.1ilL. 

24th April, 19.58. 

THE SECRF.TARY FOR EXTERNAL .AFFAIRS. 

Aw rds to Commonwealth Trana-Antarctic 
Expedition. 

1. I attach, for your consideration, a copy ot 
a letter ddressed to the High Commissioner by Sir John 
Slessor, arshal of the Royal Air Force and Chairman ot 
the Committee o! anage~ent ot tho Trans-Antarctic 
Expedition, in which Sir John outline• the procedure to 
be followed tor the making or a arda to members ot the 
Expedition and in which he seeks guidance in the particul r 
case of the South African member, Mr. Johannes la Grange. 

2. e have since diocue ed the m tter informally 
with r. Parry, the Secretary ot th Trana-Antarctic 
Committee and have aucertained that the aw rds contemplated 
are or the or4er ot the O.B.E. or .B.E. r. Parr~ was 
nwore tbnt r. la Grange might be ineligible for an 
award of tht nature but explained that it would be 
invidious for the Committee on its own initiative to 
omit the name ot r. la Grange trom ita list ot meritorious 
candidates. It Mr. la Grange's name 1a not to be submitted 
to the uean, they would prefer that decision to be taken 
by the Union Government; they would porticularly wiah 
~r. la Grange to know that he had not been overlooked 
in the Committee's list ot recommendations. The High 
Commioaioner ha• accordingl7 informed Sir John Sleoaor 
that the Union Government will b adv1s d o~ hia 
Coau:iittee'e desire to recognise r. le Gr ngo'e o rTicea 

nd th t h will be ~ormally notified or th Union 
Government's repl7. 

3. e have also been in!ormed that Dr. Fuchs has 
already de a direct recommendation to the Polar Committee 
that certain members or his Exp dition, including Mr. 
la Grange, should be awarded the Polar ed l. The 
Polar Medal, a 7ou will be aware, is not a State 
decor tion and is bestowed by the Polar Com 1ttee itself 
!or res rch nd diacover;r in the Pol r field. It io 
ther tore similar in kind to the decor tiono awarded by 
national Acadamica an1 Institute in the Union and we 
prooumo that it will not be noceaoary to nt r a caveat 
ag inat th propoaed award o! thia modal to r. la Grange. 
It is poDoiblc that the presentation w111 be made, on 
bch lf of the Polar Society, by Tho ue n or by some other 
member or tho Royal Family but tbia will not alter the 
origin or nature of the award.. 
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P. S.16/1. 

24th April, 1958· 

11~' .J~ Jd~ , 
Thank you for your letter or the 2~rd April, 

1958, about the proposed awards to members o! the 
Commonwealth Trans-Antarctic Expedition. It gives 
me great pleasure to know that your Committee wishes 
to pay a tribute to the services r ndered by the 
South A!rican member of the Expedition. 

As the Union Government does not ao a rule 
submit the nacies of South Arrican citizens for honours 
or awards by The ~ueen, it seems unlikely that an 
exception ill be made in the case of la Grange. 
I appreciate, however, that your Oommittoe would 
not of its own initiative wish to omit la Grange's 
name from ite list of recommendations o.nd that the 
!inal decision must therefore be left to the Union 
Government. 

I am accord~ngly advising the Union 
Government of your Committee's desire that la Grange's 
services be recognised an~ will notify you as soon as 
poosible or the Government's reply. 

J. E. HOLLOWAY 

Marsbnl of the Royal Air Force, 
Sir John Sleseor, G.O.B., D.S.O., .C., 

64 Victoria Street, 
London, S. .1. 
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wharo a Government reception end Press Conference should 
bo held . This is still under consideration . 

Social functions after the Exnedition r~turns. 

4 ~ ~t was reported that the Expedition and their 
wives will be received at Buckingham Paluce on the 15th 
May ~hen Dr . Fuchs will receive his uccolade . The 
Committee felt that it would be appropriote if Her 
Majesty would consent to present Polar medals to th 
~embers of the Expedition at the same time and the e 
Chq~rmru; und~rtook to approach the Polar Medal Committ 
asking if this could be arranged . ee 
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