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he ~outh African ationa.l Co tte for 

Antarctic Ree arch (~.A •• C ••• ) 1e th body which has 
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on Ant retie policy. 
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(a) Th inv oti ation of ci nt1f1o projects eoted 

(b) 

by int r atcd authorities Zor 1ncluoion in the 

national rosca.rch pro ro ~, ith due r rd to the 

rogra a r oomt:tend d by the Upeci 1 Cortm"itt e on 

Antarctic oocarch ( .c •• R.) 

he planning and oo-ordin tion ,f the 11 natio?llll 

progr~ o for oubm.ieaion thore ! to .A •• C.A.R. 

o) riod1c r-0porting, int r ali to .C.A.R. and to 

b r ta.tea, on ~outh Ai'rica•o Antarctio aotivitieo 

in o far a the scientific pro ra are concerned 

e.nd the publication of ob rvation d ti rut r search 

resulto . 

(d) The maintenance of n firm link b tw~en ~.A ••••• R. 

and the interested ac1ent1ata a.nd aci ntifio insti­

tutions in oouth Africa . 

Tho Scientific Advi ory C J'litt e of .A •• C.A.R. 

io at pres nt conotituted a follows:-

Chnirrmn 1 Dr. • ., • Rape on 

I ~. J.J. al3a rd 

Kr • • \. • ven yk 

'!>r. B.J. yer 

)r. .c. Trut~r 
Prof' . A.L. ~loe ! 
Prof. Sil!tpeon 

Dr. J .B. Moolma.n 

.Pr o1dent, Council 
r cientific nd Ind•etr1a1 
earch) 

( t oroloey) 

(Geo ·ti and Aurora. 
Auatre.11s) 

( J.edic l R se rch) 

Geolo8,Y' , Glaciology nnd 
r l tad g ophyaioal 
dieciplineo 

(G oer ph;V) 

/ . e I 
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Director, r1 ono trio l 
urvey - rx Ot'f1c1o 

Prof. J.H. cy-

rof. • , Jackson 

Mr. O.G. Hide 

) 

(D1oloL;Y and Oc onograpby) 

( 0 phy d 011 to-
logy) 

(Council for cientific ) 
and IndU3trinl Ros aroh • 

In a d1tion to the bove the follo 1n8 b~r 

h ve b o co-opted: 

Dr. .J. H Witt Ionoo :Ji idi e 

'tok r Ooot!do 

• .A. Dyer Biolor:y ny) 

r. . . ncelbrecht (Lo istics). 

rh aov rmncnt epartncnt no1 lly cone mod 

with retie tt rs is the Dopartm~nt of ~ nsl)Ort 

a budg tary provision for outh African act1vit1 s 

in Anto.rotica.. "'hi und r tho Honourable 

B.J. Johoem:ui, Jinioter of ro.nsport, l 

b ad 1 th rnn ,P<>rt, Joub rt. 

The intcrnation~l political a ic policy 

are t e oono 0 h 1gn ff 1ro h d d 

by the eo ry for orelen A.ff ir , • • • Joo te, 

ho 1 r on ible o the Hono ro.ble ric • ,,ouw, Jf.ini t r 

of or ign Affairs . 



A.vrvu.qL i( te Po,z, a.,: W cw 2~~L ~J.16/l 
:Y ~ A-rt ... r\ c"' ' ti r. CK ~ t:."17 A/"" '- />rftclti i> ~. 

N<:W 7..cal.111d ha! al\\a)s pb}1'd .ill active role in Commis<ion activ • , /<{{:,( 
·~nd it h.u drawn consider.1bk c1ssi,tanc<' from th<' scrYict'S omnu~ 
Slon has made mail.1blc to New Zealand tcrritoriM ' 1c aITa It has 
alwars rci;.irdccl the Cammi ion a\ pla)in"' -stnC'tcd hut v..ilunhlc 
part. m the eco11omic nn~l social dcvrl ut of the South Pacific region. 
partacularlr m f.illhtatm" c .Haun aa1d coordination among the 
govcnum:nts rcsponsil r ti~ ndministrntion of Pacific u rriton~. It 
\\clcomcs the · · :at1ons th.u the Commission ts becoming increasingly 
c:onccn ' dc,·elop contn..:ts hct\,cen tilt' i•lands n<lnum trations them· 

.111d to Coster n growth of n•gion.11 .:marc11c'i5 m the South l'actf1c • 

.\nt:irctic:1 
Duri11g 1h1• p:nt }"•'r :\cw Z1 .1l:111d's 1\11tru.-tic programme 111 ti,. 

Ro~s lkp1•ndC'11c-y wus continu<'d nt thr samt• level .is 111 l!J'i<1 GO ,\t 
Srntt !lase nurl at tl11• jo111t Uniti·d StatPs. ;'\cw ZC'~1l,111d I l.1llrtt St.it1011 
l'\!St'.11d1 ''·l.~ 11mJi.11akct1 i11 ni:ln\' l11.111clws of sci< 11n'. ' I hii 11·111 111cn 
11pr111 till' 19GO wi11t1•r 111 Srntt Ba~c. whili• over GO nv·n tOl'k p.orl in 
the s11m1111•r progn11111111•. ' I h11·1• "1:i1·t1tific otliccrs w1·11 as~ig1wd tl'l I l.1llrtt 
St~11io11 

Nrw Zral.11111 and 1l1r• Umll'll States li.H·1• c:on•i~tcntly mni11tai111•d rlat· 
cJo<c~t 11•J.1tiot1Ship OVL'I tl1c \\hole field or ,\lltdfCtiC OJ)('l.tliflllS, 1\, 

in previous \Cats, thr• r.111g.• of •ri!'ntilic 11clivitit·s s11rn•:1shillv t".1rrit·d 
through hv Nl'w Zealand p.trtic~ would have hren impos~ihlP "ithnut 
logt<ti<' support provided hv th1· United Stntcs authontic~. In turu th<' 
New Ze~lan<l Go\'f'mm<'nt hns ns far .1s possible pruvidt'<I f,1dhtic, in 
New ·ze:1land for United Stat<'s Antarctic cxp('{litions. 'I he ,\ •reenwnt 
of 2•• lkcl'mbt'r 1958 hctwecra the t1'0 <'ountncs co,cring the provisio11 
of fadlitics was rcnc\\!'d h}' nn 1:xdiangl' of :\mes on 18 Octohl'r l'IGCl. 
Th<' ,\i;:rtttncnt is to he rrgardccl ns remaming in force for the full 
period clunn~ whu h l1111trd StatC'S p1•rsonn('I, ships. arad aiKraft continue 
10 he h.1scd m i'\cw Zealand in connection with l'nited States Antarctic 
operations. It is subject to tcrm.n:ition by I ithcr Go\cmmcnt at ()() uays' 
Jtntk•·. 

The l>t-p.1rtment of gxtc111nl ,\flairs has c:ontinucd to take a do r 
intl'rcst in nil nspect of :\'cw Zeal:ind activitic<i in Antarcttca It is 
rcpr<'S<'ntcd on the Ro§s neJ1c11denr:v Research C'..ommittce, which is 
rcs1xins1blc for drawing up t 1c annual ntarctic programml', and on 
the Ross Sl'n C'..ommittrc \\ hich, sC'l up to admtni<tcr thl' NI'\, i'.calaml 
('0111ril1uti1111 to the 'l'mns-Antnrctk gxpcditio11, will ~horth• c:ra~e to 
exist. 'I he n• cu of tlo•• <'Xpeditiou arc to he poolo·d in a l'cntr,11 fund 
to "" 11S!'d for tl11• promotion nf 1£'sc,1rch a11u C'xploratio11 i11 ,\nt.11ctic.1. 
On<•·thinl nf thP fu11d \\ill ht• av.1il.1blr for l\t-w Zl'.1laml projccL,. Thr 
fund \\ 111 h•' ,uhni11i-i1·11·d hv a C::o111mittC'1' of ~fa11.i~1·rncnt i11 L11ndo11, 
on whirh Nrw Zt'.:ilarnl will he• n·pn·si·11tl'd. An ad\'isory r.ormnltll'P has 
h<·t·n ~1·t up i11 :0.:<·w l'..<•al.111d to rC'rl'ivc 11pplic.1tio11• for assi~t.1m1• from 
tlw h1ml. 

Tiu• ~piiit of ~t'i1•11tiric C'<>0pt·mtion in Antarnica ini1i,11rd during tit!' 
l ntrrn:lllcmal Grophv••ral Y1«1r lt<I\ found politic.ii l':>(prcssion in till' 
Ant.irc·ti<· l'rr:uy whirh W•U <11•nc·d at Wnshi11gto11 on I I >cr1·mhc1 I '!ill 
hy 12 1·m111tri1·s. indudir11t ~f'W z ... 11.111d. 'll1r A111arnic.1 i\('l 1%0, \'lhich 
~iVI' clfrn to the jurischctio11.1I provisions of Artidc XII I of till' I rc.1ty, 
w '' passed hy thr New Z1•al.md Parlianwnt in October nml New 
Zt I mJ's imtru11wr11 of r.11ifiration was dcpO'iitcd on I No\cmbcr 1960 
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P.S.16/l 

The South African ~mbasoy preaonto ito 
oomplinonts to the Embassy of Chile nd hao the 
honour to acknowledge the receipt of the latter's 
ote No . 503 of the lat August , 1961 1 rcqueuting 

certain particulars of the organioation of 
nt retie research in South Africa . 

The information is unfortunately not 
available at thia E~bassy and the enquiry has been 
referred to Jouth Africa . The South African Embaaay 
will be honoured to convey the reply to the 
Chilean E baeay when it ie received. 

The South African Eoba oy takeo this 
opportunity of renewing to the Chilean mbaosy 
the aooure.nce of its higheot conoidcration. 

London, 
6th Auguot. 1961. 

TIS/llJE 



P.S . 16/l 8th AUlJUOt t 1961. 

---
I mentioned to you last eek that we hnd 

received o.n enquiry froo the Chileans about the 
orgnniaat1on of Antarctic research in South Africa. 

I attach a copy of our ninute to Pretoria, 
er:ibodying the Chileans' request: you ay ieh to have 

th1e on file . 

(T . I. Steenkamp) 

J. A. Kine, Eoq • • 
Jouth African ~cientific Lia1oon Office, 
Chichester louae, 
278 Hieh Rolborn, w.c.1. 

TIS/l'JE 



P. 0.16/l 

South African ba oy 
l//ll//lll//llll//llll 

Airr:lail. 

3rd Aueuot, 1961. 

TllE ACTING s~cn.T RY FOR FOREIGU AP AIRS . 

South Afrioo.n National Oo itteo for Antarctic 
Reocaroh: Chilean rcqueat for information on 

oranni ntion of J\ntarotio Ro cA.J:ch in s.A. 

!!'ho followinb particuln.re hnve beon rcqueotod 
by tho Chileo.n Ambusoador !or trunemie ion to hio 
Govorncent: 

"l ) Tho name of the Director of the Anto.l'tic 
Inotitute of the Union of South Africa. 

2) ~he nameo of mcoboro of tho Hutionnl. 
Antnxctio Cowmieoion, or of w'ho.tevcr 
or,nnization undertaken theoo functions . 

3) The nor.le of the Head of Director of tho 
Anta.utio Dopa.rtncnt of the Union of South 
Africa, and tho Government Ministry with 
which it is connected. " 

Tho Ohiloa.u Ambaeaador hno boon informed that 
the enquiry haa been re!errod to South Afrio , o.nd I 
ohould bo gl d to receive on onowor !or tra.n m1so1on to 
tho Ambassador. 

TIS/MJE 

I A. J. 0 x LE y I 
lliniatcr . 



EMBAJADA DE CHILE 

No.5Q3 
VSC/M~ 

The Chilean A.~basnador presents his compliments 

to the Ambassador of the Union of South Africa , and, to enable him 

to comply with ins tructions received from hls Government, irould be 

glad if the following particulars could be forwarded to him: -

){ 1) The na.:ne of the Director of the Antartic Institute 

of tho Union of South Africa. 

2) The names of membero of the Hational Antartic 

Co:n:lission, or of whatever organization undertakes these functionD. 

3) Tho name of the Head or Director of the Antartic 

Depart:ont o! the Union of South Africa, and the Government Ministry 

with which it is connected. >( 

In thanking the Ambassador of tho Union of South 

Africa for his courtesy in attending to this enquiry, the Chilean Am­

bo.soador avails himself of the opportunity or reiterating to His Excellency 

the aseurances of his highest consideration. 

LONOOU, let August 1961. 



P. S. 16/1 

8th August, 1961. 

The Scientific Attachc, 
South Africnn Scientific Liaison Office, 

Chichester Houae , 
278 High Ho1born, w.c.1. 

Trane Antarctic Aeaoc1at1on 
United Kingdom AdviAory Committee 

1th reference to your letter 7/8 of 31st 
July to the Acbaasador, we enclose for your information 
a copy of a roply received from Sir John Slensor, the 
Chairnan of the !I.'rane-Antarctic Expedition, welcoming 
your nomination to the United Kingdom Advisory Committee 
of the propoeod Trana-Antarctic Aesooiation. 

AD/AG 

A. F .. OnAKE 

IJinister. 

4. You ~ ish in due course to examine our file 
and perhaps have copies made of recent docu entation on 
the eub~ect of the Trans-Antarctic Aeoooiation. I might 
add tho.t the Secretary of the Trana-Antarctic Expedition, 
who is at present attending to the registration of its 
eucceeeor, the Trana-Antarctic Aeoociation, ie 11ra. 
Eleanor Honnywill. Her address ie as follows: 

/2 . . . . 

J. A. KiD8t Esq • • 
South African Scientific Liaison Office, 

Africa. Houee, 
Kingsway, • C. 2 . 

AD/AG 



PATRON H ~ MA.I TV TtH QU N L 

THE THANS-.ANTAHCTIC EXPEDlT ION 
~· A I/I. A " Q "- H"' ••o•OtllDS.OMC 

(!) w( 
22, GAYFERE STREET, LONDON, S.W.1 

•r\tf'HO*'L -.nee., ,., o , :111 "& 
llf •AM fAAN POI.AP 0Wt. t LONDON 

31st July 1961 . 1961 • 

(!) {h,. th r-, 

1 
\" 

19etf ~ ~~~,y 
Thank you so much for your 

letter. Vie shall be delighted to 
have your Scientific Attache, Mr. 
King on the United Kingdom Advisory 
Committee and the Secretary will be 
getting in touch with him as soon as 
the Trans-Antarctic Association is 
registered. 

·' ..... '\'""',t 
~ H.E.Tbe South African Ambassador 

The South African Embassy 
LOUDON . 

a.ve 
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Tr ne:Ant retie Aoeociation should be submitted to the 
Department of Foreign Affairs in triplicate, to enable 
them to coor~inate distribution to tbe Secretary for 
iranoport and the President of the C.o.I. R. On thie 
score it might also perhaps be poeoiblo for you to keep 
ue in the picture by making available for our own file 
copies of any of your reports and of the inutes of 
eatings. e ehould appreciate it if you could do thie, 

though of course we do not wish to dd unnecessarily to 
your burdens. 

4. You ~ ish in due couree to examine our fi1e 
e.nd perhaps have copies made of recent docu entation on 
the subject of the Trane-Antarctic Aeoooiation. I might 
add th!lt the Secretary of the Trans-Antarctic Expedition, 
ho io at present attending to the registration of its 

successor, the Trans-~ntarotic Asaociation, is Llre. 
Eleanor Honnywill. Her address ie as follows: 

J. A. King, Eaq., 
South African Scientific Liaison Office, 

Africa. Houae, 
Kingsway, .c.2. 

AD/AG 

/2 .... 



SOUTH AFRICAN SCIENTIFIC LIAISON OFFICE 
11 

Office or the South Alrlcan 

Council ror Scientific and lndunrlil RCJcan~h 

To!.phono ~ mc.tP.Y 9~1 
Cabin & Tolq""'' NAVOP.S 

M~~ 
~ 

CHICHESTER HOUSE 

278 HIGH HOLBORN 

LONDON WC1 

O..r P.cl. 7/8 
' 1961. 

Your Roi p • $. 16/l .3lat July 1961 

His Excellency Dr. H. Muller 
South African Amb&ssador, ' 
South Atrioo.n ~bassy, 
Trafalgar Square, 
w. c. 2 . . ... 

Trana Antarctic Association 
United Kingdom Advisory Committee 

Thank you ror your letter of 25th July regarding 
sr:; nomina.tion as the South Af'rioan representatiTe on 
the aboTe-named Committee . I shall be very pleased 
to aerTe on this Committee, particularly aa I have 
been associated with matters relating to Antarctica 
over the paat twelve years. 

~- ~~ 
if'"-'.~ 

J . A. ~ . 
Scientific Attache. 

have 
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keel 
th~t your future reports on mo.ttere relating to tll~ 
T~ ne-Antnrctie Association should be submitted to the 
Department of Foreign Affairs in triplicate, to enable 
them to coordinate distribution to the Secretary for 
~raneport nd tho President of the C.o.I.R. On thie 
score it might also perhapa be poes1blo t or you to keep 
uo in the picture by fil9.k1ne available for our own file 
copiee of any of your reports and of the minutes of 
reeotings. e should appreciat it if you could do this, 
though of course we do not wish to dd unneceaoarily to 
your burdeno. 

4 . You ~ny wish in due course to xamine our file 
and perhaps have copies oade of recent documentation on 
the cubject of the Trans-Antarctic Aecooi tion. I might 
add th t the Secretary of the Trana-Antarctic Expedition, 
who is at present attendin8 to the rogietration of its 
euccessor, the Tra.ne-Antarctic Aeaoc1ation, io Ltre. 
Elennor Honnywi.11. Her addreee ie ae follows: 

/2 .... 

J . .A. King, Eaq., 
South African Scientific Liaison Office, 

Africa Bouse, 
Kingsway, w.c.2. 

AD/AG 



/ P. S.16/l 

26th July, 1961. 

J~ 
I 

!rans-Antarctic Association : 
United Kingdom Advisory Committee 

You will have received the Amb3ssador'e 
letter of 25th July, formally confirming that you h~ve 
been nominated na the South African representntive on 
the United Kingdom Advisory Coiniittco ~bich io being 
constituted within the framework of the Trans-Antarctic 
Association. 

2. In this regard I an enclosing for your ini'on:!a-
tion and file: 

(a) copy of our minute dated 8th June to the 
Secretary :for Foreign Affairs. It wae in 
reaponee to ·this minute that 1 t as decided 
in Pretoria that you should be norainated; 

(b) copies of two letter dated 8th June and 
26th July f r om the A baoaador to Sir John 
Sleeeor, Chairman of tne Trana- Antarctic 
Expedition, informing him thnt o should 
like to be represented on the Committee 
and of your nondnation for that purpose. 

3. ~he Secretary for Foreign Affairs baa asked 
th~t your future reports on mo.ttere relating to the 
Trane-Antarctic Association ehou1d be oubmitted to the 
Department of For3ign Affairs in triplicate, to enable 
them to coordinate distribution to the Secretary for 
~-ranoport and the President or the C.o.I.R. On thie 
score it migbt also perhaps be possible for you to keep 
ue in the picture by IJAking nvailable for our own file 
copies of any of you.r reports l.llld of the minutes of 
meetings. e should appreciate it if you could do this, 
though of course we do not ish to dd unneceaoari1y to 
your burdens. 

4. You may wish in due course to examine our file 
and perhaps have copies made of recent docu entation on 
the subject of the Trans-Antarctic Associ tion. I might 
add th t the Secretary of the Trans-Antarctic Expedition, 
who is at present attending to the registration of its 
eucceseor, the ~rnna-~ntarctic Aaoociation, is Mrs. 
Eleanor Honnywill. Her address is ae follows: 

J. A. King, Esq., 
South Afric n Scientific Liaison Office, 

Africa Houee, 
Kingeway, w.c.2. 

AD/AG 

/2 .... 
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Socreta.ry, 
Trana-Antarctic Expedition, 

22 Gayfere Street, 
s.w.1. 

(Telephone: ABl3cy 7730, Extoneion 398) 

5. Ura. Honnywill recently mentioned to us that 
the process of registeriilg the new Aaaoc1at1on ie not 
likely to be completed for about tgo montho and the 
United Kingdom Advisory Committee will not therefore 
start functioning proper ly for some time. 

(A. F. Drake) 



P .S. 16/l 26th July, 1961. 

~y I refer to letter of the 8th 
June concerning South Africa' a repreoentation 
on the United Kingdom Advisory Committee ich 
ie being conetituted as a constituent body of 
the new ~rnns-Antarctic eoociation . 

l should no like to let you kno 
that I hnve noI:li..nated Mr. J. A. King, Scientific 
Att ch6, as the South frican representative 
on th Comnittee. 

Aa from the beginning of August, Kr. 
King's adarees 111 be: 

5outh African Scientific Linieon Office , 
01:.iohester Hoi.lBO, 

278 High Holborn, . 0 .1. 

(Telephone: CHAncery J,ruie 9641) 

''/ ~..J s s·---c_~ ~ 

H. MULLER. 

rehnl of the Royal. Air Force 
Sir John Slcseor, G.C.B., D.s. o., K.C., 

Cha1r.1:.S.ll, 
The fro.ne-Antarctic Expedition, 

c/o 22 Gayferc Street, 
s. .1. 

AD/AG 



P.S.16/1 

25th Ju1y, l.961. 

I~ fvlr. 

I undcr .. tand from l r. Drake that ho bac 
already inforonlly discu ed :rl.th you tho queation 
ot South frica •o representation on the United 
ingdon Advieory Cocmitteo to ~e constituted within 

the frmnewor of the new Trans- Antarctic Ao ociation. 

I nou write to say that , after con ultation 
\'11th the South Africnn authoritioo cone med, in­

cluding the C. S. I . R., it hao been decided to nooinate 
you as the South African representative on the 
Co::::mittce. I have informed Sir John Sloosor , who io 
the Cboiroan of the frnnn- Antnrctic Expedition (the 
prcdoceacor body of the ~rans-Antarctic As ociation) 
accordingly. 

~ I take th1.o opportunity of 1ishing you 
o fruitful esoociation with the neu Conmittee . 

J .A. King, Esq., 

s-:.......~_:;,, 

H. MULLER. 

South African Scientific LiaiDon Office, 
Africa Houoo, 

Kingaway , 
l . C. 2 . 

AD/TIS/l'JE 
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LUGPOS. 
AIR MAIL 

1-ubliek J\M VAN SUIO.AFRIKA. 
Re Ubl 1 C Im!~ OF SOUTH AFRICA 

102/2/4 

DEPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE. 
ei 

~he Ambusa dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the Republic of South Africa, 

LONDON. 

South Africa ' s Representa t ion on 
Trans-Antarctic Association. 

With reference t o your minutea P .S . 16/1 
of the 8th nd 29th June, 1961, I have to inform you 
that it has now been decided that .r. J .A. King, Scientific 
htta.che , should be nominated as the South African 
Represent t ive on the United Tingdorn dviaor y Committee 
to be constituted within the framework of the above 
Aasoci t:on . You may accordingly advise th~h~irman 
of the Trans- ntarctic Association to this i~e.t . 

It would oe appreciated if t:r . King ' s reports 
on matters relating to the Association could be S\lbmi tted 
to this Department in triplicate for onward transmission 
to the Secretary for Transport and the President of the 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research. 

~ 

cf-r.~ 
y ACTilfG SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

4 . I t ls, of c ourao , not i ntond d that 
r apon 1b111ty tor ~outb f ricn' repr a nt ution 
would utomatlc lq in futur devolv upon th 
incumbent .ror the ti o b 1DfS or tho oat of 

c1cntif1c A1itnch6 . '.i'h no inntion ould b open 

to 2/ ••••• 



P. S.16/l 

South African Embaeey, 
/////l/////////ll//lll 

AIBMAIL 

29th June, 1961. 

THE SECRETARY POR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

~rans-Antarctic AsAocintion 

I refer to your file l.02/2/4 and to my mnute 
of 8th June, 1961, reco::n:iending that the Scientific 
Attnch6, ~ • King, should be nominated as the first 
South African representative on the United Kingdom 
Advicory Committee to be constituted r.ithin the framework 
of the above Association. 

An early reply would be moat appreciated no 
we are anxioun to inf orl!l the Secretary of the name of 
our nomi.neo. 

AD/AG 

A. F. r>RAKE 

Ilinister. 

-- • ._ J~ ovc::un;;r, znc ttoytu; gru.pn;i.ca.a. 
ocioty the ott olar eo rch Inotituto o.n tho 

Fo.l. lo.nd Ialanda ependcnci Gurv y, all of which 
h v ci nt1£ic connotntiono . 

4 . It is, of courao , not intend d that 
r poncibility tor ~outh trica ' rcproocntation 
ould utoma.tlcnllT in futur devolvo upon th 

incumbent for tho timo b 1:ng of th poet of 
cicntific Atto.ch6 . ':i'h nomination ould b open 

to 2/ ••• • • 



P. S.16/1 

South African Embassy, 
//ll//l/l///lllllllll 

AIRMAIL 

23rd June, 1961. 

THE SECHETARY FOR FOREIGN AFPAlRS 

Rumoured German Expedition to 
Antarctica 

With reference to your file 102/2/7/2 and 
correspondence in the above connection rooting with 
my minute of 11th April, I append for your fUrther 
information the text of a letter now received from 
Weetro.lian Far.mere: 

" e have now obtained confirmation that 
the people concerned are the 'Deutaches lnetitut 
Fiir Auelandsforechu.ng', Prinz Albertstraese 142, 
Munich. 

"However, it seems that both on account of 
shortage of time and f'unda, it is unlikely that 
they will be able to organize an Expedition to 
Antarctica during the coming seaaon, although 
they express hopes of being able to do so in 
1962/63. II 

AD/AG 

A. F. BRAKE 

I:4inister. 

-- _,._ """7a.• ovcA.e,.,;r, TnC oyni ti ogro.,ph1cnl. 
Society, the cott Polo.r oourch Inat1tutc anc th 
Falkland Isl dn epen enc1 urvey, 11 of hich 
h vo cientitic connotations. 

4 . It is, of couro • not int ndod that 
pono1b111t:y tor outh tricu's r pr ocntation 

would automatlcall.y in f'-utur d vol v: upon th 
incumbent :tor tho ti being of tho poet of 
ciontific Attach6. Th no~innt1on .ould b open 

to 2/ ••••• 



WESTRALIAN FARMERS TRANSPORT LIMITED 

Crecu.... 
It T U>TON CH.,..wa.11) 

~ ... ~ ['f<lr~ 

AP~ CWllA.TLY • C 
J R SMITH 

CHARTERINC BROKERS ANO SHIP MANAClRS 

UNITED DOMINIONS HOUSE 

51 EASTCH EAP 

LON DON E.C 3 

Te epho"• N° 
"ANSION HOUSl 606 4 

Tel•gram• 
INL>ltO WCSTAU'ST L.0JrCOON .'f&.r..:D'. 
rOKICll!lf WUTALIST.LOhDON 

Tn.oM 2Al07 

LONDON Rl!:PRESENTATIVES 
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL LINE 

PLUllE OuotE RNS/CW/GEN/A.25. 22nd June, 1961. 

'!be Min1ste r , 
South Africa House, 
Trafalgar Square, 
I.ONOON, w.c.2. 

For the attention of A.F. Drake, Esq. 

Dear Sir, 

German Antarctic Plans. 

I:: We have now obtained confirmation that the people concerned 
are the 'Deutsches Institut Filr Auslandsforscbung', Prinz Albertstresse 
142, Munich. 

However, it seems that both on account of shortage of time and 
funds, it is unlikely that they Will be abl e to organize an Expedition 
to Antarctica during the COOiing season, a l though they express hopes of 
being abl e to do so in 1962/63. J 

As promised, we will l et you have this information as soon as we 
can as you wi 11 no doubt wish to infonn Pretoria. 

I 

tvu-
f-

Yours fai tbfully, 
For WESTRAUAN FA™ERS TRANSPORT LTD. 

7 
f~~~ . . 

R.N. Salvesen. 

-- - -J .... ,.. OQ'O;LWllTt :rue :aoya.i ueogra,ph1cal. 
ocioty, th cott Polar Reocnrch Inatituto ana the 

Fo.lkland I lo.nd ependonci ~ 7 • 11 of hich 
h vo ci nt1£ic connotationn. 

4 . It is, of couro , not int ndod that 
r spona1b111ty £or ~outh Africn's rcpr ontation 
ould nutom~tlcnlly in futur d vol upon th 

incumbent £or tho timo b 1ng ot th po t of 
cicnti!ic Attach6. Th nomination '\'IOuld be open 

to 2/ ••••• 
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P •• 16/l 

L 
8th Ju , 1961. 

1'ro.na- ntnrctic 

I rctor to 7our mi.nut 102/2/4 of 15th 
IJny o.nd to your tolctJra.mn Hoa. ?9 nd 93 regarding 
outh !rica'e reprc cntation on th Unitod 

lrin dom Advisory Co 1tte which in to be conat1-
tuted i 'thin tho tr: or of the no Tr no­
lllto..rctic , ocinticn. 

2 . £he ~ ir !ll1 or th .. r n.s-1.ntaretic 
bcp dition (the prcdec or body 0£ the Trano-
ntarctic . oci.ntion) ho.c b n J.nt"om ~ of our 

ace pt!lnee of the 1nvit tion to b pre ont d 
on the :n.ite l...in om .Adviso~ Cocrdtt , and 
that our rcprosent tiv will b th nomin e of 
th Dbac aa.or. 

~. In this r caro, it io roco ndod thnt 
a.tr. J .A . ing, OC.1ont11 ie ttach6, chould b 
notlinated a the firat outh A£rican rcpr ntntivc 
on the Uol'\mittoe. It is cono1dor d tho.t IAr. King 

ould be th iropr1ate choice firotl7, bocauao 
h h a h~d di ct expcrienc of mtarctic mattera, 
incluain{; a ieit to th ar ; and a cond.l;y, 1n vi 
ot th !act that tho act1v1t1 s ot th no-
Antnrctlc oeociation (th obj cts of which will 
bo bro dly the ncour nt ot r s arch d 
er_.>loration in Antnrct c re iono) rill to one 
degre po ss a cientitic b is. It b ddcd 
in this rer;o.rd that, p rt fro th ~prcsontotives 
ot ustrD.lia and outh .Afrlco. , tho United Ki dom 
Advioory Cor31 ttce la to conniot, 1.n th a.in, ot 
porsono with close aooci t1ons 1th auch bodieo 
ae ;i.h ~yal ciety, :£: oy 1 Geogro.l)hical 
Society, the cott Polo.r o arch Inot1tuto and tho 
Falkland I lands pendenc1 a rvey, 11 of hich 
hav ci nt1~1c connot tions. 

4 . It is, o! couroe , not intend 4 th t 
r spon 1b111ty for South fricn's rcpr ocntntion 

ould nutomatlco.lly in future d volv upon th 
incumbent £or tho timo being of tho po t of 
uciontific Attach • !l'he no~in tion ould be open 

to 2/ ••••• 



- 2 -

to rovio in the event of Mr. Kin{)'s ab nee 
or tran.ot r fro~ London nd per1od~call7 thero­
fter depending on ata.!1' eircu atanco • 

5. I hould be e;rctcful to learn oon n 
pos ible other you concur \71.th this recommen­
d tion. If eo, ur. King would ~ort to you on 
nl.l mattors relnting to the Trans-Ant retie 
Aoaoci t1on to enabl ;you to co-ord1nnt th 
distribution or torinl to 11 intoro tod 
uthor1tie ouch ac the ~epo.rtoent ot Tronoport 
nd th c.s.I.R. 

, l. BOTH A. 

inieter. 



P.S. 16/l 

8th June , 1961 

_D,,w~1~ 
Ao you nill knov , South A!rica 

waa recently invited , on behul! of the Committee 
o! Management o! the Trans-Antarctic Expedition, 
to nominate n representative on the United 
Kingdom Advioor;r Committee to be constituted 
within the framework of the new Trans-Antarctic 

Aaaociation. 

This invitation is greatly appre­
ciate~ and ie accepted ith pleasure . It has 
been arranged that the South African representative 
on the Committee should be nominated by myself 
and I hope to let you know ohortly ho will be 

appuintcd to that body . 

May I take this opportunity o! 
convaying my cordial good wiohea tor the oucceau­
ful functioning of the new Association. 

H. MULLER. 

arehal of the Royal Air Force , 
Sir John Sleseor , G. C. B., D.G. O., ~.c. , 

Chairman, 
The Trans- Antarctic Expod1t1on , 

c/o 22 Go,yfere 6t~eot , 
s . .. l . 
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7 . h L!d be 

l h ve ~entl d t. t 
vuld be happy to erve on 

d ~ tea . Co1ld the int ent b re err 
lease? ahnll then or~ t the letter to .,1r 

9th y, l 61. 

1tr4 
• Dr ke 

Second Secret ry 

t 

lly t r . 
ttee .:.r so 

r eel icn, 
JC"h l ;.,lessor. 



CODE TELEGRAM 

F !M: SECEXTERN CAPE TCTNN • 

... . 24. 5. 61. 
TO: ll. C. LONDON. 

R: 25. 5. 61 . 

Your telegram No. 85. 
Proposal r~ representation i n Traneantarctic 

Association approved • 

.,We feel very strongly that we should have direct 
representation on this Committee and that Mr . J . A. King, our 
present Scientific Liaison Of icer in London, should be the 
person to represent us as he is very familiar with Antarctic 
matters and has attended a number of meetings on Antarctic 
Research (S.C . A. R. ) in London and is very familiar with the 
workings of S. C. A. R. " 

Departement van Vervoer. 

11 This Departnent agrees with the view that, in the 
light of the changed circunstrmces, it v:ould be ore appro­
priate for South Africa to accept direct representation on 
the United Kingdom Advisory Committee. It is accepted that 
direct representation will not ent 11 any financial commit­
ments . 

11 It is considered that a member of the staff of the 
Hieh Commiosioner would be the beet choice as representative. 
Should a person with sufficient knowledge and backeround 
regnrdinf: Antarctic atters not be available, ho\1ever, it is 
suggested that the scientific liaison officer of the C. S.I . R. 
in London be nominated as the South Ai'ricnn representat.Lve . " 

I . . .. 
V RTROULIK. 



CODE TELEGRAM 

0 : HIGH co rs~IONER : LONDON. 
TO: l:lECEXTERN CA.PE TOWN. 

D: 20. 5. 61 . 

No. 85. 
Your minute 102/2/4 or 15th J4ay. Would recoamend 

that we inform Secretary Trans-Antarctic Association that our 
representative on United Kingdom Advisory Comndttee will be 
the nominee of the South Af'rican Ambaee&dor. This formula 
haa been adopted by Australia and will allow riexibility in 
representation. Grateful for your urgent telegraphic approval 
aa registration and Association must now be proceeded with. 

us vo g hieroor 
uitgelaat: 

W . ILN . R. 

,, 1e feel very strongly that we should ho.ve direct 
representation on this Committee and that Mr . J . A. King, our 
present Scientific Liaison Of icer in London, should be the 
person to represent us as he is very familiar w1 th Antarctic 
matters and has attended a number of neetings on Antarctic 
Research (S .C. A. R. ) in London and is very familiar with the 
workings of S. C. A. R. " 

Departement van Vervoer . 

11 This DepartDent aerees with the new that , in the 
light of the changed circumstmces, it :ould be ore appro­
priate for South Africa to accept direct representation on 
the United Kingdom Advisory Committee . It io accepted that 
direct representation will not ent 11 ar.y ~inancinl co it­
n:.ents . 

11 It is considered that a member o'f the staff of the 
Hieb Co iasioner would be the best choice as representative . 
Should a person with sufficient knowledge and b ck round 
regardine; Antarctic rrat~ers not be available , however, it is 
suggested that the scientific li Lison of~icer of the C. S. I . R. 
in London be nominated as the South African reuresentat ... ve . " 

I . ... 
v RO' LIK . 



-
AIRMAIL. 
LUGPOS 

UNION Of SOUTH AfllCA 
UNIE VAN $UID·Aflll<A 

102/2/4 . 

~~-
~· VE~RCJULIX . 

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
DEPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE 

DRtNGEND. PRETORIA. 

t y 

Die Hoe Kommisearjs vir die Unie van Suid-Afrika, 
LONDEN . 

Trana-Antarktika Vereniging . 

1 

Met vcrwysing na u d1enebr1ewe P . S . 16/l van 
24 en 28 r.:aart 1961 moet ek u meedeel dat daar beslui t ls 
dot dit jJ).,J:>_egin~el wenslik sou weos dat Suid-Afrika 
regstreeke Oj)'tT1e Verenigde Koninkryk ae Adviaerende Komi tee 
van bogenoe de Vereniging verteenwoordig moet wees . 

Geen bealis ing io eBtcr tot duaver gavel oor vlie 
die Unie op hierdie liggaan: moot verteenwoordig nie . Die 
President van die Wetenakaplike en Nyworheidnavoraingsraad 
en die Sekretaris vaJ1 Vervoer het hulaelf ns vole hieroor 
ui tselo.at: 

/ , N . N. R. 

11 We feel very strongly that we should have direct 
representation on this Cammi ttee and that Mr. ,J . A. King , our 
present Scientific Liaison Of icer in London , should be the 
person to represent us as he io very familiar with Antarctic 
matters and has attended a number of neetint,s on Antarctic 
Research (S . C. A. R. ) in London and ia very fo.miliar with the 
workings of S . C . A. R. '' 

Departe.i ent van Vervoer . 

11 Thle Departnent aerees with the view that, in the 
light of the changed circwnsts.nces, .1. t ~;ould be ore appro­
priate for South Africa to accept direct representation on 
the United Kingdom Advisory Committee . It io accepted that 
direct representation will not ent 11 any financial co it­
n:ents . 

11 It is considered that a member of the staff of the 
High Co iosioner would be the best choice aa representative . 
Should a peraon with sufficient knowledge n.nd backeround 
regardin~ Antarctic matters not be available , howev r , it is 
eu geeted th t the scinntific liaison officer of the C. S. I . R. 
in London be nominated as the Soutb African representative . " 

I .... 
V RTROULDC . 
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n with reference to your 
arch, 1961 • 
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• 
The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa, 

LONIDN. 

Copy for ;1our 
min te No. P.s. 16/1 o 

n w1 th reference to your 
arch, 1961. 
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scientif ic authoritles. 

AD/AG 

Co 1oa cf t 
t a min to ro L on, 

• R~ 

fUni eter. 

y 

1 
ou. 

I • 
The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa, 

LONJX>N. 

Copy for _.Your 
minute No. P.s . 16/1 o 

n with reference to your 
arch, 1961. 
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The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa, 

LONDON. 
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arch, 1961. 
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P.S.16/l 

AIRMAIL 

11th April, 1961. 

THE SECRETARY FOR EXT RNAL AFFAIRS. 

Rll~oured Gerl!llln Expedition to Antarctica 

I refer to your file 102/2/7/2 and to my 
minuteo of 23rd J.!a..rch and 7th Apr~l, 1961. 

'eotralian Fari:iera have now informed us that, 
according to Dr. Robin, the Director of the Scott Polar 
Reaearch lnotitute, there have for a number of years 
been ocvera.l. groups in Gen::any interested in arranging 
expeditions to the Antarctic. So far, however, nothing 
hn.e come of this and it is not thought that at the 
moment any one group has got the becking of the German 
scientific authoritiea. 

r. RA 

iniater. 

AJ)/AG 

Co 1 8 0 t n l. O oa ... n 
th ninuto tro Lo don, ed to ou. 
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). ~'"' 
The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa, 

LONDON. 

Copy for ,;your 
minute No. P.S. 16/1 o 
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WESTRALIAN FARMERS TRANSPORT LIMITED 

CHAR.TER. INC BR.OKER.S AND SHIP MANACER.S 

0 '«IOl'll 
t T LOTOll CM.A111t11u, JI 

.1. l riQulO'I I 
UNITED DOMINIONS HOUSE Telephone W' 

"AHSIOH HOUIC 8881/4 

t. • R~&Rt)S A 7 !~~:: Tel•g••=• c"' IAYL~ • C J.n.Smith. 
K.W. F.dward.5 . 

51 EASTCHEAP 
LON DON E.C.3 hc~AHD Wt.ITAUIT.elLOAJC.LONOON 

LONDON RtPRtStNTATIVtS 
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL LINE 

fOaf C.lf WUtAUST LONDON 

°f>LUllE Quon RNS/CW/OEN/A . 25. 

The Minicter, 
South Africa House, 
Trafalgar Square, 
LONDON, w.c .2. 

COHFIDENl'IAL. 

For the attention of Mr . A.F. Drake . 

Dear Sir, 

~ 

7th April, 1961. 

Confirm our telephone conversations this morning the 
name of the firm in Johannesburg who ha been making enquiries through 
their London Office llbout vessels for a German expedition to Antarctica 
in 1961/62 is: -

South African Shipbrokers (?ty.) Ltd. , 
P.O. Box 2863, 
1st Floor, 
Pnldential Assurance 1111lding, 
93, Marshall street. 

Apparently, the person in charge is Mr . Cord.ell and we 
shall be most grateful if enquiries could be made of this firm by your 
Department with n view to finding out something about the German plans . 

For your private information. we have today spoken to 
Dr. Gordon de Q. Robin who is the Secretary of SCAR. He tells us that 
for a number of years there have been several groups in Oermary interested 
in arrenging expeditions to the Antarctic, but so far nothing bas happened 
and it ls not thought that at the moment any one group has got the backing 
of the German Scientific Authorities . 

Yours faithfully. 
For WES'l'RALIAN FARMERS TRANSPORT LTD. 

R.N. Salvesen. 

o 1 a of t 
the min~te fro Lo don, 

,. 

·~~ 

The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa, 
tmuxm. 

I • 

Copy for '}/Our 
minute No. P.S. 16/1 o 

n with reference to your 
arch, 1961. 

. L..~.....,,,..., ~llliAL AFFAIRS. 
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The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa, 
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Copy for )JOUr 
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arch, 1961. 
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P.S. 16/l 

Aiffii~IL 

7th A:pril, 1961. 

THE SECRETARY FOR EX'TERi~AL AFFAIRS. 

Rumoured Germnn txnedition to Antarctica 

Your tile 102/2/7/2 and my minute of 23rd 
thrch refer. 

e have today learnt from Weetrnlinn Farmers 
that t~~~JW.quiriee they have boon receiving through 
anotherA~irm as to the ava.ilqb111ty of the "Polarhav" 
for a. 11 German expedition" to Antarctica leter this year 
have originated from the following concern in the Union: 

South African Shipbrokers (Pty . ) Ltd . , 
· (Mr. Cordell), 

let Floor, 
Prudential Assurance Building, 

93 rahall Street, 
Johannesburg. 

(P.O. Box 2863, Johannoaburg). 

The le.teat request received from Joho.nneoburg 
has been for nn indication froJ!l the Ownera o.P the "Polarhav" 
of the terms and conditions on which that voeoel could be 
r::.ade avail~ble . On this score, however, ao we hnve already 
reported, ~estra.lian Farmers are, of course, endeavourizl8 
to secure for the Department of Transport first option on 
the ''Poln.rha.v" until about June or July. 

We should be interested to learn the result of 
any inveotigetion which n:a.y be made into thi"J rather 
myeterioue matter if the details are not alre dy known 
to you . 

Minioter. 

AD/AG 
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AIRL.'IAIL 

URG T 
28th f.la.rch, 1961. 

THE SECRETARY FOR BnERNAL AFFAIRS. 

Trans-Antarctic Expedition i Formation 
of the Trana-Antarctic Asoociation 

1th reference to your file 102/2/4 and 
followins on my minute of 24th March, 1961, I a.pp nd 
for ooneid ration the text of a letter dat d 27th March 
~hioh we have now received from the Seer tary of the 

Trana-Antarctic Exp ditioni 

"Ae you are aware, it is expected that when 
th Trans-Antarctic xpedition ie finally wound up, 
its necete will a.count to approximately £30,000. 
The Committee of Unnngcment has decided to hand 
over thiE money to a ne\"1 Company, to bo known ae 
the Trana-'~tarctio Association, formed to foster 
res arch and exploration in the Antarctic. 

It has been decided that Advisory Committees 
shall be et up in both the Unitod Kingdom and New 
Zeal.and, to asaess any claims l&B.de on the funds, and 
to mo.ko recom:nendatione to an exeoutiv 'CoJ!Jllittee 
of Management' Which will coneiet of two memb re 
from each country and an independent Chairman. 

It has already been nsrecd that the United 
Ki%18dom Advisory Coro:nittee shall oonsiat of the 
following peroons, each one having close associations 
with the l3ody shown b aide bis name, and that in due 
cour e, the l3od1ee theme lve hall nominat th 
memb rs to this Colll!!li ttee: 

Sir Miles Clifford, Chairman (!rhe Royal Society) 
Captain • R. Glen (The Royal G ograph1ca1 

Society) 
Dr. G. de Q. Hobin (Scott Polar Res arch 

Institut ) 
Dr. R. J. Adie (Falkland Island Dependenoic 

Surv y) 
Mr. David Stro.tton (Deputy Leader, Trane-Antnrctio 

Expedition) 

It h e :f'urther been agreed with New Zealand that 
the new •committee of Manngementt shall consiot of 1 

Sir Edwin Herbert (Chairman) 
Sir Vivian Pu.cha (U.K.) 

• G.P. Piri -Gordon {U.K.) 
Dr. R. Soott-Ruosell (N.Z.) 
Mr. J. v. Scott (N.Z.} 

/You .••• 



- 2 -

You will remember that it as recommended, 
and cc pted at our last Committee of Management 
eoting, th t the Oomil!.onwca.lth Relations Office 

ehou1d be invited to nominate one momber to tho 
U.K. Advieo17" Co:cmittee, who wou1d be specific lly 
charg d with the responsibility of watching over 
the interests of Australia and South Africa, both 
of Whom provided eubstantiaJ. financial. aoaiota.noe 
and eont representatives on the Expedition. 

I have today heard that under the ohanaed 
ciroumotancea in the status of South Africa, tho 
Commonwealth Relations Office do not feel thia 
wou1d be euitablo, and I ac thorefore writing to 
suggest that South Africa should hers lf nominate 
one member to tho United Kingdom Advisory Committe • 

I ould be most grateful. if you will find 
out whother ouch a suggestion would moot with approva.1, 
and ould a eure you that my Committee ould welcome 
a South African nominee." 

As indicated in my minute of 24th March, a 
eimila.r invitation has been extended to Australia. 

It would be appreciated if I could be inf ori:ied 
e oon as possible whether a representative from this 

Office may be nominsted as South African member on the 
Unit d Kingdom Advisory Comnittee. 

r A. J . 0 XL E y J 
L- -

Minioter. 

AD/AG 
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'P. 8.16/l 

28th to.rch, 1961. 

Dear Mrs. Honnywill, 

I thank you for your letter of 27th i~arch, 
1961, kindly conveying an invitation for a South 
African repreoentative to be nominated av a member 
of the United Kingdom Advisory Committee to be 
constituted within the framework of the new Tra.na­
Antarotic Association. 

Ae I have explained, I have referred the 
matter to the South African authorities e.nd I hope 
to let you have a reply fairly shortly. 

Yours sincerely, 

/fb 
(A.F. Droke) 

Mre . Eleanor Ronnywill, 
Secretary, 

Trana-Antarctic Expedition, 
22 Gayfere Street, 

s.w.1. 

AD/AG 

·---o·- ............ v ., ... '""" £1UYCWUc:t· , ~':1?':11 1.n wnl.Cll you 
ra1a d th possibility that the direct r preaent tion 
of the Union on the Unitea Kingdom Advisory Cor.:mitteo 
:might involv additional commitments Which could not be 
undertaken. On thie acore, however, the Ootmlonweo.J.th 
Rolationo Office assure us that direct r preeentation 
would not cntnil any financio.l oommitmente. It oeema 
clear ~hnt the object of the new Aoaociat1on (vid tha 
reoomoond~tione of the Fin!lllce Sub-Oommittoo oent to 
you und r cover of our minute of 15th December, 1959 ) 
would be to utilise the income fron the aosctn tr~e­
ferrod to it by its predecoaoor, the Tra.na-Antarotic 
Expedition, by making granta for the ncoul'fl6 ment ot 

~i~~~c~ ~f 1i~w:x{.:ro;1~,1~ ~~~n .... 
~~ i.i~ 1;Jfi- ' \~u ~of ~---"~~"'--I.I----~-



P.S.16/l 

AIR IAIL 

URG T 24th t:!l.rcb, 1961. 

!rHE SECRETARY FOR :EXTERNAL APPAIRS. 

Trans-Antarctic Expedition s Formo.tion 
of the Trans- Antarctic Aooocintion 

I refer to your file 102/2/4 and to r:ry oinute 
of 25th January, 1961, in which we mentioned thn.t 1e 
were Il!ak.ing arrangements to give effect to tho propoea.l 
that the Commonwealth Relations Offic nominee on the 
United Kingdom Advisory Committea wouia represent South 
African inter sta on that body, and in relation to the 
new Trann-Antnrctia Association as whole. 

On reconsideration of the position, however, 
the Comnonwoalth Relationo Office have now told uo 
informally that, in their view, it would be more 
practicable nnd ap~ropriate for South Africa and 
Austrnlin to have t heir own reprecentativoa on the 
United KinadomAdviaory Committee. The Commonweal.th 
Relationo Office itself wou1d propose to fall out of 
tho picture entirely, 1eavin8 the United Kingdom'e 
intoroets to be looked after by the ropreeontntiveo on 
the Advioory Co:u:mittee of the various scientific 
sociotiea oto. concerned. e understand that this 
arrangement is likely to prov quite acceptable to th~ 
other intereot d parties. The Commonweo.lth Relations 
Off ico have asked us therefore whether we would be 
pre ared to nccopt an invitation to nominate a repre­
aentntive to the United Kingdom Advisory Cocnittee. 

In thia connection we would ref er you to 
para.graph 6 of your minute 102/2/4 of l9tb ovember, 
1959, to the Secretary for ~ra.nsport, and also to your 
telegram no. 140 of 25th November, 1959, in which you 
raieed the possibility that the direct reprceentation 
ot the Union on the United Kingdom Advisory CoIIJilittee 
miBht involv~ additional commitments Which could not be 
undertaken. On thie score, however, the Co:mionwealth 
Relations Office assure uo that direct representation 
would not entail any financial oommitmenta. It aeema 
clear that the object of the now Aasooiation (vide the 
reoommend~tions of the Finance Sub-Oo.mmittoe acnt to 
you under cover of our minute of 15th December, 1959 ) 
would be to utilise the income from the aosetu trane­
ferred to it by its predeceesor, the Trane-Antarctic 
:Exp dition, by making granto for the e:icouragement of 
Anta~,1,'~ reeearcht)and exploration. ~r> ~ t)" 

r\ h~1 
'I ~4-~~~ Jjf,7rf r/)~, ~~J•1 ~ ~~ ,1,In • • • • 

_ .. .......___ \ ~~ ,, 1JjJii- ' t~u\"~~tr!J..:.....-J;JJl;U&J.1U11--"\_v _~---~--
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In the circw::i.stnncee 1 t so ems to ua that 
ther 1ould b something to be gained by accepting 
direct representation on the United Kingdom Advieo17 
Committee, and nothing to be l.ost. e have told the 
Commonwealth Belationo Office that e can ace no 
objection to their proposals but that we are never­
thcleee referring the tJ.Stter to you for your approval. 
V.e expect that we eha.11 shortly reooive a formal. 
invitation to nominate a represontativo to the Committee 
and we ehould be gratefu1 theref orc if we could be 
inform d ae soon ae possible ~hcther this invitation 
may be ooepted. e would add that, in viow of the 
feeling of the Commonwealth Relationa Office that it 
is unneoeeenry for them to be represented on the 
Co:mmitte , non-accepto.nce on our part could mean that 
there would be no adequate I:lnChinery for representing 
and promoting any interests we may have in the a.oltivi'tiee 
of the Trans-Antarctic Association. So far ae the 
Auetra1ians ar concerned, we understand thnt they wou1d 
probnb1y gree to the proposo.ls for their representation 
on the London Cox;;mi.ttce, subject to Ce.nbcrro.'e concurrence. 

AD/AG 

~ f D ~K 

Uinieter. 

r 
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P. S. 16/l 

AIRMAIL 

23rd March, 1961. 

THE SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFPAIRS. 

Rumoured Gorman Exoedition to Antarctica 

Your file 102/2/7/2 refera. 

~e referred in our minutes P.S.16/7 of 21st 
February and let nrch to rumours which had. reached 
Westra.lion Farmers from South African sources of a 
poaeible Gorman expedition to the Antarotio late in 1961. 

In th1e connection Weetralian Farmers have now 
sent us the enclosed map which they have obtained from 
the other firm of London ehipbrokers who recently asked 
them to enquire whether the "Polarhav" would be available 
for a German expedition should 1t materialise. Thie other 
firm had apparently been sent the mep by their agents in 
Johannesburg whose nace, however, ie not at present known 
to ua. 

estre.lian Pnrz:.oro point out that the map is 
a German edition of the old I.G.Y. plc.n dating from about 
1954 and that it ie in several respects inaccurate, as 
the programmes ot some countries have altered since that 
time. 

In our minute P.S.16/7 of 21st February, we 
mentioned that the rumoured Gorman expedition might be 
bound for :Breid Bay. The original inform3.tion roceived 
by eatra11an Fo.rmere in fact referred to Byrd Bn:r 1hioh 
estmlian Farmers interpreted at the time as typing 

error. However, the map oonfiroe the existence of Byrd 
:Bay acjaoont to the area of Neu-Schwabenlan~ designated 
German thereon. 

Weatra1ian Farmers point out that if the G rmana 
do plan to go to Byrd Eay, situated nbout 7fSPW longitude, 
they will be pr tty near the South African baee and 
"presumably in territory lying vii.thin your province". 
Accordins to Westralian Farmers, the Germo.ns displayed 
some prospective interest in this area in the middle 
thirties, though this wae not followed up in any tangible 

ay. 

Westralio.n Fari;iero have been actively making 
enquiries to establish whether there is any foundation 

/!or •••• 

, 
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for the rumour of the German expedition. As a rcoult 
of their bringing the matter to the notice of the 
United Kingdom authoritiee, we underetnnd that the 
Britiah Embaeey in Bonn in fact approached the German 
Foreign Llinietry who, it turned out, had no knov1ledge 
of any euoh expedition. The Foreign Of ice in London, 
to whom we have spoken informally, have confirmed this 
and the preliminary indications are therefore that there 
is no eubetance to the report. 

Nevertheless, we learn from Weetre.lian Farmers 
that Dr. Robin, the Secretary of s.o.A.R. and the 
Director of the Soott Polar Research Institute in 
Cambridge, ia also looking into the matter and it ie 
hoped that he will shortly be able to establish Whether 
there ia any truth in the rumour. 

1nister. 

AD/AG 
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