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New Zealand has always played an active role in Commission activities,
and it has drawn considerable assistance from the services SOTIIis-
sion has made available to New Zealand territories | e arca, It has
always regarded the Commission as playing estricted but valuable
part in the econtmic and social devels it of the South Pacific region
particularly in facilitating ¢ ation and coordination among the
governments responsible—4of the administration of Pacific territones, It
welcomes the | wefitions that the Commission s becoming 111('?1':‘!“;:1\
COncerne 0 tlt-\'t']uln contacts between the i.-i.ui[.i.\ adminmistrations them-
wl to foster a growth of regional awareness in the South Pacific.

Antarctica

During the past vear New Zealand's Antarctic programme in the
Ross Dependency was continued at the same level as in 195960, At
Scott Base and at the joint United States - New Zealand Hallett Station
research was undertaken in many branches of science, Thirteen men
spent the 1960 winter at Scott | while over 60 men took part in
the summer programme. Three scientific officers wert assigned to Hallett
Station,

New Zealand and the United States have consistently maintained the
closest relationship over the whole field of Antarctic operations. As
in previous vears, the range of scientific activities su cessfully earried
through by New Zealand parties would have been impossible without
logistic support provided by the United States authorities, In turn the
New Zealand Government has as far as possible provided facilities in
New Zealand for United States Antarctic expeditions. The Agreement
of 24 December 1958 between the two countries covering the provision
of facilities was renewed by an Exchange of Notes on 18 October 1960,
The Apreement is to be regarded as remaining in force for the full
perind during which United States personnel, ships, and aircraft continue
to be based in New Z-'ﬂf.‘!ml in eonnection with Ut Ii"l] States Antare L1
operations, It is subject to termination by either Government at 90 days’
notice,

The Department of External Affairs has continued to take a close
interest in all aspects of New Zealand actmiues in Antarctica. It is
represented on the Ross Dependency Research Commttee, which is
responsible for drawing up the annual Antarctic programme, and on
the Ross Sea Committee which, set up to administer the New Zealand
contribution to the Trans-Antarctic Expedition, will shortly cease to
exist. The assets of the expedition are to be pooled in a central fund
to be used for the promotion of research and exploration in Antarctica,
One-third of the fund will be available for New Zealand projects. The
fund will be administered by a Committee of Management in London,
on which New Zealand will be represented, An advisory committee has
been set up in New Zealand to receive applications for assistance from
the fund

The spirit of scientific cooperation in Antarctica initiated during the
International Geophysical Year has found political expression in the
Antarctic Treaty which was signed at Washington on 1 December 1959
by 12 countries, including New Zealand. The Antarctica Act 1960, which
gives effect to the jurisdictional provisions of Article X111 of the Treaty,
wis pased by the New Zealand Parliament in October and New
Zealand's instrument of ratification was deposited on 1 November 1960.
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I mentioned to you last week that

4 o | T 3
1 $ - ™ 3 s annQ Ot
received an enquiry from the Chl lea abo

Wil 53 d

5 1 ~ 4 . 4 - s et im - v 6.'|I.I
orpganisation of Antarctic researci il south

I attach a copy of our minute %o FPretoria,
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embodying the Chileans' requesis you may h
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this on file.
(t.I. Steenkamp)
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P.8.16/1

South Afriocan Embassy
V000070000000 002007 0704

Srd August, 196l. |

IHE ACTING SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFVAIRS.

South African National Committee for Antaretic
Research: Chilean request for information on
gation of intarctic Research in S A,

The following particulars have been requested
by the Chilean Ambassador for trunsmission to his
Government:

"1)

The name of the Director of the Antartie
Institute of the Union of South Africa.

2) The names of members of the National
Antardic Commission, or of whatever
orzanization undertakes these functions.

%) The name of the Head of Director of the

Antawtic Department of the Union of South
Africa, and the Government Ministry with
which it 1s connected."

The Chilean Ambassador has been informed that
the onquiry has beea referred to South Africa, end 1

should ba glad to receive an answer for transmission %o
the Ambassador.
| A.J. OXLEY |
S Ales!
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The Chilean Ambassador presents his compliments
sador of the Union of South Africa, and, to enable him
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The name of the Director of the Antartic Inst
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8¢h August, 196l.

The Scientifiec Attaché,
South African Scientific Lisison Office,
Chichester House,
278 High Holborn, W.C.1l.

Trans Antarctic Association
United Kingdom Advisory Committee

{ith reference to your letter 7/8 of 3lst

July to the Ambassador, we enclose for your information
a copy of a reply received from Sir John Slessor, the
Chairman of the Trans-Antarctic Expedition, welcoming

your nomination to the United Kingdom Advisory Committee

of the proposed Tranas-Antarctic Association.

A. Fe DRAKE

Winister.

AD/AG

4. You may wish in due course to examine our file
and perhaps have copies made of recent documentation on
the subject of the Trans-Antarctic Association. I might
add that the Secretary of the Trans-Antarctic Expedition,
who is at present attending to the registration of its
successor, the Trans-iAntarctie Association, is Mrs.
Eleanor Honnywill. Her address is as follows:

[;2--.-

J. A. King, Esq.,
South African Seientific Limison Office,
Africa House,
Kingsway, ¥W.C.2.

AD/AG




'lHl _'lfR ANS-ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION

- -
22, GAYFERE STREET, LONDON, SW.
c:) : 3lst July 1961 1961.

(o) b o«._/(7

hmr e Ao baca D or™

Thank you so much for your
letter. We shall be delighted to

have your Scientific Attache, Mr.

King on the United Kingdom Advisory

Committee and the Secretary will be

> vt ave
getting in touch with him as soon as on
the Trans-Anterctic Associetion is gtic

9 N forma-
1% e,

ne

The South African

LONDON

ed

Tyrans-Antarctic Association should be submitted ¥o the
Department of Forsign Affairs in triplicate, %o enable
them to coordinate distribution to the Secretary for
Transport and the President of the C.5.1.R. On this
gecore it might also perhaps be ogssiblae for you to keep
ue in the picture by making available for our own file
copies of any of your reports and of the minutes of
meetings. We should appreciate it if you could do this,
though of course we do not wish %o add unnecessarily to
your burdens.

4. You may wish in due course to examine our file
and perhaps have copies made of recent documentation on
the subject of the Trans-Antarctic Association., I might
add that the Secretary of the Trans-Antarctic Expedition,
who is at present attending to the registration of its
successor, the Trans-Antarctic Association, is Mrs.
Eleancyr Honnywill. Her address is as follows:

/’2..-.

Jo Lo Kin8| Esq-’
South African Secientific Liaison Office,
Africa House,
Kingsway, W.C.2.

AD/AG




SOUTH AFRICAN SCIENTIFIC LIAISON OFFICE i

Office of the South African

Council for Scientific and Industrial Research

Telaphona GLUANCERY 9641

Cables & Telegrams NAVORS CHICHESTER HOUSE

278 HIGH HOLBORN

LONDON WCH 61.
une /0 B
Your Ral P.S.ls/l 515t July 1961
His Excellency Dr. H. Muller,
South African Ambassador,
South African Embassy,
Trafalgar Square,
w.C.2. P
]>L64~ EL_ hh*ﬂ;4
Trans Antarctic Association
United Kingdom Advisory Committee have
e p— on
ng
Thank you for your letter of 25th July regarding rctic

my nomination as the South African representative on

the above-named Committee. I shall be very pleased

to serve on this Committee, particularly as I have nf orma-
been associated with matters relating to Antarctica

over the past twelve years,

the

i |,

| Jog \./ Jaha X
s e Scientific Attaché. a
b Oy 4

S

ked
that your future reports on matters relating to the
Tyans-Antarctic Association should be sabmitted to the
Department of Foreiga Affaire in triplicate, to enable
them to coordinate distribution to the Secretary for
Transport and the President of the C.5.1.8. On this
geore it might also perhaps be soggsible for you to keep
us in the picture by making available for our own file
copies of any of your reports and of the minutes of
meetings. We should appreciate it if you ecould deo this,
though of course we do not wish %o add unnecessarily to
your burdens.

4. You may wish in due course to examine our file
and perhaps have copies made of recent documentatiocn on
the subject of the Trans-Antarctic Association. I might
add that the Secretary of the Trans-Antarctic Expedition,
who is at present attending to the registration of its
suceessor, the Trans-Antarctiec Aasociation, 1is Mrs.
Eleanor Honnywill. Her address is as follows:

[2.00e

J. A. King, BEsq.,
South African Scientifiec Liaison Office,
Africa House,
Kingsway, ¥.C.2.

AD/AG




26th July, 1961.

Dear  Jve

/

Trans-Antaretic Association @
United Kingdom Advisory Committee

You will have received the Ambassador's
letter of 25th July, formally confirming that you have
been nominated as the South African representative on
the United Xingdom Advisory Committee which is being
constituted within the framework of the Trans-Antarctic
Agsoeciation.

2. In this regard I am enclosing for your informa-
tion and file:

(a) & copy of ocur minmute dated 8th June to the
Secretary for Poreign Affairs. It was in
response to this minute that 1t was decided
in Pretoria that you should be nominated;

(b) copies of two letters dated Eth June and
26th July from the Awbassador t¢ 3Sir John
Slessor, Chairman of the Trans-Antarciic
Expedition, informing him that we should
like to be represented on the Commitiee
and of your nomination for that purpose.

3. The Secretary for Forsign Affairs has asked
that your future reports on matters relating to the
Teans-Antarctic Association should be submitted to the
Department of Foroiga Affairs in triplicate, to enable
them to coordinate distribution to the Secretary for
Transport and the President of the C.S.1.R. On this
gscore it might also perhaps be possible for you to keep
us in the pieture by making available for our own file
copies of any of your reports and of the minutes of
meetings. We should appreciate it if you could do this,
though of course we do not wish to add unnecessarily to
your burdens.

4. You may wish in due course to examine our file
and perhaps have copies made of receant documentation on
the subject of the Trans-Antarctic Assoclstion. I might
add that the Secretary of the Trans-Antarctic Expedition,
who is at present attending to the registration of its
successor, the Trans-Antarctic Association, is Mrs.
Elesnor Honnywill. Her address is as follows:

[2e00s

3s Ke Kin&, Esq.'
South African Scientific Liaison Office,
Africa House,
Kingsway, %.C.2.

AD/AG




Jecretary,
Trans-Antarctic Expedition,
22 Gayfere Street,

S.W.1.

»: ABBey 7730, Extension 398)

5 Mrs. Honnywill recently mentioned to us that
i ocess of registering the new Association is not
t about two monthes and the

a
ok

z
therefore

be completed for

8

United Kingdom Advisory Committee will not
start functioning properly for some time.

\f‘-':‘.\-.: < s e nif /-/

(A. P. Drake)




P.8. 16/1 26th July, 1961.

May I refer to my letter of the Oth
June concerning South Africa's representation
on the United Kingdom Advigory Committee which
is being constitutied as =2 constituent body of
the new Trans-Antarctic Association.

1 ghould now like to let you know
that 1 have nominated Mr. J. A. King, Scientifie
Attaché, as the South Afriean representative
on the Committee.

As from the beginning of August, Mr.

King'e addrees will be:

=

-2

South African Scientific liaison Office,
Chichester House,
278 High Holborn, ¥.U.l.

(felephone: CHAncery Lane 9641)

H. MULLER

Marshal of the Royal Air Force
Sir John Slessor, G.C.B., D.S.0., M.C.,
Chairman,
The Trans—-Antarctic Expedition,
e/o 22 Gayfere Street,
S.W.1.

AD/AG

g



% P.8.16/1

25th July, 196l.

I understand from Mr. Drake that he has
already informally discussed with you the question
of South Africa's representation on the United
Kingdom Advisory Committee to e constituted within
the framework of the new Trans-Antarctic Association.

I now write %o say that, after consultatiom
with the South African authorities concerned, in-
cluding the C.S5.1.R., it has been decided to nominate
you as the South African representative on the
Committee. I have informed Sir John Slessor, who is
the Chairman of the Trans-Antarctic Expedition (the
predecessor body of the Trans-Antarctic Asvocietion)
accordingly.

May I take this opportunity of wishing you
a fruitful association with the new Committee.

J..'.L. King, 'ﬂﬂq.’
South African Scientific Liaison O0ffice
Africa Houge,
Kingsway,
.'.‘l.ctz.

AD/TIS/MIE
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Hepubliek MM VAN SUID-AFRIKA.

. ry 04D
Republic UGN OF SOUTH ARICA 102/2/4

DEPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE
Fore i T
DEPARTMENT OF RCHRNAL AFFAIRS
PRETORIA ,

'5. 1 r96!

The Ambasgsador Extraordinary and Flenipotentiary
of the Republic of South Africa,
LONDON »

South Afrieca’s Representation on
Trans-Antaretic Association.

With reference to your minutes P.S5. 1&§/1
of the B8th and 29th June, 1961, I have to inform you
that 4t has now been decided that Mr. J.A. King, Scientific
Attaché, should be nominated as the South African
Representative on the United Kingdom advisory Committee
to be constituted within the framework of the above
Association., You may sccordingly advise the Chairman
of the Trans-Antaerctic Association to this itiber.

It would be eppreciated if lir. King's reports
on matters relating to the Association could be submitted
to this Department in triplicate for onward tranemission
to the Secretary for Transport and the President of the
counecil for Scientific and Industrial Research.
e '_ 1 dl\ r "-,I i
s L 1
PACTING SECRETARY POR POREICN AFFAIRS. 6
l'\ A
OF ) ' ?
" 'II
— ANk
I:) ‘lll - ¥
P
Y | (‘*\ ——eaw weyeL OUCIELYy TO¥ NUYEL USOgrapnical H
Socliety, the Ocott Polar Research Institute and the !

Falkland Islanda lependencies Survey, all of which

Q‘r AN ? ‘\&\“\ have scientific connotations. ;'
\

. » & It is, of course, not intended that
. l‘;' B)a, ) responsibility for South Africa's representation
\ : would asutomatically in future devolve upon the
. incumbent for the time being of the post of
Selentific Attach8. The nomination would be open

to 2/.'...

e —




P.5.16/1

South African Embassy,
o s

AIRMAIL

29th June, 1961.

THE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS.

Irans-Antarctic Association

I refer to your file 102/2/4 and to my mimate
of 8th June, 1961, recommending that the Scientific
Attaché, ¥r. King, should be nominated as the first
South African representative on the United Kingdom
Advisory Committee to be constituted within the framework
of the above Agsociation.

An early reply would be most appreciated as
we are anxious to inform the Secretary of the name of
our nomines.

A F. BRAK!

Minister.

t ~\
AD/AG - % e |
" & | b
= e  sase TWIgEL OUGLELY, 10E OUyal USUEINpPpOLCHaHL
N Society, the Scott Folar Hesearch Institute and the

Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey, all of which
have scientific connotations.

. s 4, It is, of course, not intended that
7"Ff ng Q responsibili for South Africa‘'s representation
\ would automatically in future devolve upon the
d incumbent for the time being of the post of
ZS Selentific Attaché. The nomination would be open

to 2/....-

o




P.5.16/1

South African Embassy,
o LTI

23rd June, 1961.

THE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Rumoured German Expedition to
Antarctica

With reference to your file 102/2/7/2 and
correspondence in the above connection resting with
my mimite of 11th April, I append for your further
information the text of a letter now received from
Vegstralian Farmers:

"We have now obtained confirmation that
the people concerned are the 'Deutsches Institut
Fiir Auslandsforschung', Prinz Albertstrasse 142,
Junich.

"However, it seems that both on account of
shortage of time and funds, it is unlikely that
they will be able to organize an Expedition to
Antarctica during the coming season, although
they express hopes of being able to do so in
1962/63."

A F. BRAKE

Minister.

AD/AG

eaaw TWEFERL OUGLELY . 108 ;-.'oy'll U‘omphical
e\ Soclety, the Ocott Polar Research Institute and the
Falkland Islands Uependenclies Survey, all of which

A have scientific connotations,
&
\ e Q &, It is, of course, not intended that
Ff 02% responsibility for South Africa's representation

would automatically in future devolve upon the
4 incumbent for the time being of the post of
Selentifiec Attaché. The nomination would be open

to 2/.....
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WESTRALIAN FARMERS TRANSPORT LIMITED

CHARTERING BROKERS AND SHIP MANAGERS

Telaphane N°

EY ug;:c":l““ UNITED DOMINIONS HOUSE SANICH ROUSE Basi
N vty 51 EASTCHEAP R

j ;n {"‘:’m i LONDON E.C3 INLAMD WESTAUST, LONDON, TELEX
; Fomgmas WESTAUST LONDON

LONDON REPRESENTATIVES Thuea o 24197
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL LINE

PLease QuoTe RNS/CW/GEN/A.25. 22nd June, 1961.

NGRS
EUIE
&'/ \\f
R A
&/ LONDEN \<
[

®( 23JuN19g) !

2\ LONDON

The Minister,
South Africa House,
Trafalgar Square,
LONDON, W.C.2.

Por the attention of A.F. Drake, Esg.

=
S
A e
Dear Sir, ;ﬁ@AH £
German Antarctic Plans.

-

L We have now obtained confirmation that the people concerned
are the 'Deutsches Institut Fir Auslandsforschung', Prinz Albertstrasse

142, Munich.

However, it seems that both on account of shortage of time and
funds, it 1s unlikely that they will be able %o organize an Expedition
to Antarctica during the coming season, although they express hopes of
being able to do so in 1962/63. _l

As promised, we will let you have this information as soon as we
can as you will no doubt wish to inform Pretoria.

Yours faithfully,
For WESTRALIAN FARMERS TRANSPORT LTD.
al

gt g p
gVbM/AfLQ,,L/Lri,/cfdefa

R.N. Salvesen,

NV ) — s swwgEmE OUGAWGLY,y i08@ SOyAL GeogE hical
ﬁociety, the Ocott Polar Hesearch lgﬁzgtute and the
Falkland Islands lependenclies Survey, all of which

\ﬁplﬁ*e\
5 skljxg- have scientific connotations,
§ O

4, It is, of course, not intended that

L ¢ (0
1 responsibili for South Africa's representati
\ I ‘52 would automgcally in future devolve upon t:!mon
1 ;ncunbant rgr the time being of the post of
Selentific Attaché. The ncomination would be open

to 2/.....
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P.5. 16/

8th June, 1961.

I refer to your minute 102/2/4 of 15th
Hay and to your telegrems Nos., 79 and 93 regarding
South Africa's representation on the United
iingdom Advisory Committee which is to be conati-
tuted within the framework of the new Trans-
Antarctie Aansocisztion.

2. The Chairman of the Trans-intarctic
kxpedition (the predecessor body of the Trans-
Antarctic Association) has been informed of ocur

accaptance of the invitation %o be represented
on the United Zingdom Advisory Committee, and

that our represestetive will be the nominee of
the /\mbassador.

P LT

Je In this regard, it is recommended that

My, J.A, King, Scientific Attaché, should be
nominated es the first South African representative
on the Committee., It is considered that lr. King
would be the appropriate choice firatly, because

be has had direct experience of Antarctic matters
including a visit to the area; and secondly, im v:
of the fuct that the mctivities of the Trans-
sntarctic Association (the objects of which will

be broadly the encouragement of ressarch and
exploration ia Antnrctxc regions) will to some
degree possess a scientific dasis, It may be added
in this refard that, apart from the representatives
of Australia and South Africa, the United Kincdom
Advisory Committee is to consist, in the main, of
persons with close assocliations with such bodies

as The Royal Society, The Hoyal Geographical
Society, the Oecott Polar Hesearch Institute and the [
Palklnn& Islands lependencies Survey, all of which
have sclentific connotations,

b, It is, of course, not intended that
responsibility for South Africa's representation
would sutomatically in future devolve upon the
incumbent for the time being of the post of
Scelentific Attaché. The nomination would be open




to review in the event of Mr. King's absence
or transfer from lLondon and periodically there-
after depending on staff circumstances.

De I should be greteful %o learn as soon as
possible whether you concur with this recommen- 1
dation, If so, Mr. King would report to you om j
all matters relating to the Trans-Antarctic f
Association to enmable you to co-ordinate the
distributicn of material to all interested
authorities such as the Vepartment of Tranaport
and the O.: oI.;-i.

B L BOTHA

Minister.
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P.8. 16/1

8th June, 1961

Doay S22 Jt
f_
/

As you will know, South Africa
was recently invited, on behalf of the Committee
of Management of the Trans-Antarctic Expedition,
to nominate a representative on the United
Kingdom Advisory Committee to Dbe constituted
within the framework of the new Trans-Antarctic
Associatlon.

This invitation is greatly appre=-
ciated and is accepted with pleasure. It has
been arranged that the South African representative
on the Committee should be nominated by myself
and I hope to let you know shortly who will Dbe
appuvinted to that body.

May I take this opportunity of

conveying my cordial good wishes for the succesa-
ful functioning of the new Association,

'3%.),zarrxtﬁf
;f?%-c/ (7{

H. MULLER v

| = Ty

»

Marshal of the Royal Air Force,
8ir John Slessor, G.C.B., D.B.0., M.C.,
Chairman,
The Trans-Antarctic Expedition,
¢/o 22 Gayfere Street, {
= W
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FSQM: SECEXTERN CAPE TOWN,
wv 24e 5¢ 614

T0: H.C. LONDON,

R: 25.5¢61,

Nﬂ-g};
Your telegram No.85.
Proposal re representation in Transantarctic

Association approved.
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- nlsell as volg hieroor
uitgelaat:

W.N.N.R.

«We feel very strongly that we should have direct
representation on this Committee and that Mr. J.A. King, our
present Scientific Liaison Officer in London, should be the
person to represent usas he is very familiar with Antarctic
matters and has attended a number of meetings on Antarectic
Research (8.C.A.R.) in London and is very familiar with the
workings of S.C.A.R."

Departement van Vervoer.

«This Department agrees with the view that, in the
light of the changed circumstances, it would be more appro-
priate for South Africa %o accept direct representation on
the United Kingdom Advisory Committee. It is accepted that
direot representation will not entail any financial commit-
ments.

«It is considered that a member of the staff of the
High Commissioner would be the best choice as representative.
Should a person with sufficient knowledge and background
regarding Antarctic matters not be available, however, it is
suggested that the scientific liaison officer of the C.S.I.R.
in London be nominated as the South African revresentative."

Loxws

VERT ROULIK.,




AIRMAIL,
LUGPOS.

H(‘ L ;\) UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA
) UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.
DEPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE
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PS. lell

Flease also see minute P.5. 12/22/3
dated lst Hay re asapects of future relations
between the Union and the United singdom and

the Commonwealth.

7
M. I. BRYHA
/12/6
—
AD/AG
T " Copies of the minute and telegram mentioned in
| A the minute from London, have already besn paased to you.
W<
a4 -::
-_I..._,- u; J}_.L"‘ J =
FT\ - L ‘\- 3 3r
,\\ SECHRERANY FOR BXTERNAL AFFAIRS.
The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa,
LONION .

pormatidyn with reference to your

Copy for your A
Ad 24th March, 1961.

minute No. P.S. 16/1 oF 't




scientific authorities.

~ Copies of the minute and telegram mentioned in
the minute fros London, have already bean passed to you.

JE.F.

¢ ' - ".\,_\ F -
Lie AN SRORERARY, JOR BXTERNAL APPAIRS.

The High Commigsioner for the Union of South Africa,
TONDON.

3 Copy for X An with reference to your

o -
r M-‘b o

PERNAL AFFAIRS.




scientific suthorities.

" Coples of the minute and telegram mentioned in
the minute from London, have already been passed to you.

awF. i

¥
SECRERARY. JOR BXTERHAL APPAIRS.

The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa,
LONION .

Copy % n with reference to your
‘ arch, 1961.

—~in
+

_ATRRRNAL APPAIRE.




P.8.16/1

AIRMAIL

11th April, 1961.

THE SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFPAIRS.

ggggg;gd German Expedition to Antarctica

I yefer to your file 102/2/7/2 and to my
minutes of 23rd March and 7th April, 1961.

Westralian Farmers have now informed us that,
according to Dr. Robin, the Director of the Scott Polar
Research Institute, there have for a number of years
been several groups in Germany interested in arranging
expeditions to the Antarctie. So far, however, nothing
has come of this and it is not thought that at the

moment any one group has got the backing of the German
scientific authorities.

A F. DRAKE

Minister.

AD/AG

] " Ceoples of the nimite ANT TUISGran RENTIOAPU =
§/ 7 the minute froa London, have alrealy been passed o you.
L

_'\_:"\.-\. \'“'r.,"l J‘}‘J} J.E_. B
i 4 g\f‘"«\\\‘s SECRETARY EOR BXTERNAL AFFAINS. _
The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa, /
LONIDON .

Copy for

n with reference to your
mfnute No. P.S. 16/1

arch’ 19610 ‘

E
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WESTRALIAN FARMERS TRANSPORT LIMITED 1

CHARTERING BROKERS AND SHIP MANAGERS
Directors Telaphane N®

N B aics UNITED DOMINIONS HOUSE MANSION HOUSE 6881/4

E ® RCHARDS AP MeGUINE S| EASTCHEAP Telagrams

C W BAYLY ue J.ﬂ.amj_th . LONDON E.C.3 INLAND WESTAUST, BILGATE, LONDON
Wa wa 8. IGANIGE WESTAUST, LONDON

LONDON REPRESENTATIVES
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL LINE

PLease Quote RNS/CW/GEN/A 25, Tth April, 1961.

The Minister,

South Africa House,
Trafalgar Square,
LONDON, W.C.2.

For the attention of Mr. A.F. Dreke.
W

Dear 8ir,

Confirm, our telephone conversations this morming the

name of the firm in Johannesburg who ha¥ebeen making enquiries through

their London Office about vessels for = German expedition to Antarctica
in 1961/62 1s:-

South African Shipbrokers (Pty.) Itd.,
P.0. Box 2863,

1st Floor,

Prudential Assurance Building,

93, Marshall Street.

Apparently, the person in charge 1s Mr. Cordell and we
shall be most grateful if enquiries could be made of this firm by your .
Department with a view to finding out something about the German plans. b

For your private information, we have today spoken to
Dr. OGordon de Q. Robin who is the Secretary of SCAR. He tells us that
for a number of years there have been several groups in Germary interested
in arranging expeditions to the Antarctic, but so far nothing has happened
and 1t 15 not thought that at the moment any one group has got the backing
of the German Scientific Authorities.

Yours faithfully,
For WESTRALTAN FABMERS TRANSPORT LTD.

A
S5 A ’-,‘; I’JI _ ' ‘
ﬂ‘\k_,%i f{’ ){‘\ ;___{f i,

R.N. Salvesen.

T Coples 0f the RifUTEe UNT TIISETEM HEATLVANE =n - |
\[ ¥ the minute fprom London, have already been paassed to you.
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W A . SECRERARY JOR BXTERNAL APFAIRS. |
X LThe High Commigsioner for the Union of South Africa,
LONION .

formatidyn with reference to your
M 24th Merch, 1561. | ,

Copy for your Al
l.'fnute No. PIS. IGA o
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102/2/4.

FRETORIA.

. : S Ty W IR by

DHR SECRETARY P03 TRANSPORT.

Your minutes lMo. @B 12/1 of the 19th Ney and
19th June, 1959, refer.

IHDUSTRIAL RESEARCH.

U¥ent letter No. 14/243/4 of the 24%h Hevenbar, 1359,
refers.

L ] re N
- i = 4

Tranpsintaretic txpedition 3 Parmation -
; W s of the E‘ku‘-&ntmﬂc Association

,l.__.,'_- i - 5 # - 4 ~ "

1 refer to azy evenly mumbered minute of the 16th
l‘ehrur{ 1961, vezarding the formubtlon of a Lrums-intarctic
Apgocia ion in which it was stated that steps werse being
taken to give effest to the proposal tlat South Africa would
Le repressuted on the Aseociatlion by the Comacameslth
Relations Office nominee on the United Eingdom Advisory
Committes. In this ccanection I now endlose a copy of
minute Ho. PeSe dated the Warch, 1961, from the
office of our High Commissicner in London enquiring whether
we would bo prepared to mtu:tigﬂuim noninate

| sted by the Mmﬂﬁ Reletions Office
on vreconsiderction of the matiers - rends

oer ¥ MQ ——— s preliminary reaction is toc

sndoree the view expressed by the High Comalssioner's Office,
vigs Msesase that there wo 4 be sonethi 0 ho&:&no&
ted adon

capting direect representatl

> Defore hon;ru-. lying to this l.fflﬂi. we would
like to seek your views on this subject.

' “f/ Copies of the minute aad telsegram mentioned in
Jﬁg_; the minute from London, heve slready been passed to you.

Bl
g

4 e ,\,«-‘*’f Ak JEF. 80Tl
W & W2 P LY
L\ & SECREPANY POR EXTERNAL AFPFAIRS. .
The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa, / l

LONDOK . ‘B

Copy for your Al n with reference to your

Al Formatid
‘minute No. P.S. 16/1 o ¥ 24th jlarch, 1961.
rfh‘

; -y - :
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P.S. 16/1

AIREAIL
EC FOR AFFAIRS.

Rumoured German Expedition to Antarctica

Your file 102/2/7/2 and my mimute of 23rd
March refer.

#e have today lesrnt from Westralian Farmers
that thgygpquirioa they have been receiving through
another,firm as to the availdbility of the "Polarhav"
for a "German expedition" to Antarctica leater this year
have originated from the following concern in the Union:

South African Shipbrokers (Ptﬁ;) Ltd.,
., ( - CONOII),
1st Floor,
Prudential Assurance Building,
83 Marshall Street,
Johannesburg. I
(P.0. Box 2863, Johannesburg). L

The lateat request received from Johannesburg
has been for an indication from the Owners of the "Polarhav"
of the terms and conditions on which that vessel could be
nade available. On this score, however, as we have already
reported, Westralian Farmers are, of course, endeavouring
to secure for the Department of Transport first option on
the "Polarhav" until about June or July.

We should be interested to learn the result of
any investigation which may be made into thiarather
myeterious matter if the details are not already known
to you.

A F. DRAKE

¥inister.

AD/AG



URGENT 28th March, 1961.

Trans-Antaretie Expedition : Formation
of s Asso

With reference to your file 102/2/4 and
follo on my mimate of 24th March, 1961, I append
for consideration the text of a letter dated 27th March
which we have now received from the Secretary of the
Trans-Antaretic Expedition:

"As you are aware, it is expected that when
the Trans-Antarctic Expedition is finally wound up,
its assets will amount to npg:oxinatoly 30,000,
The Committee of Management has decided to hand
over this money to a new Company, tc be known as
the Trans-“ntaretie Association, formed to foster
research and exploration in the Antarctiec.

It has been decided that Advisory Committees i
shall be set up in both the United Kingdom and New |
Zdemland, to assess any claime made on the funds, and

to make recommendations to an executive 'Committee

of Management' which will consist of two nembers

from each country and an independent Chairman.

It has slready been agreed that the United
Kingdom Advisory Committee shall consist of the
following persons, esch one having close associations
with the Body shown beside his name, and that in due
eourse, the Bodies themselves shall nominate the
members to this Committee:

Sir Miles Clifford, Chairman (The Royal Society)

Captain A, R. Glen (The Royal Geographical
Society)

Dr. G. de Q. Robin (Secott Polar Research
Institute)

Dr. R. J. Adie (Falkland Islands Dependencies
Survey)

Mr. David Stratton (Deputy Leader, Trans-Antarctic

Expedition)

It has further been agreed with New Zealand that
the new 'Committee of Management' shall consgist of:

Sir Edwin Herbert (Chairman)
8ir Vivian Fuchs (U.K.)

¥x. G.P. Pirie-Gordon (lel)
Ir. R. Scott-Russell (N.Z,)
u.l". :l 'l 300tt (le.

/You ...



AD/AG
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You will remember that it was recommended,
and accepted at our last Committee of ement
meeting, that the Commonwealth Relations 0ffice
should be invited to nominate one member to the
U.K. Advisory Committee, who would be specifically
¢harged with the responsibility of watching over
the interests of Australia and South Afriea, both
of whom provided substantial finaneial assistance
and sent representatives on the Expedition.

I have today heard that under the changed
¢ircumstances in the status of South Afriea, the
Commonwealth Relations Office do not feel this
would be suitable, and I am therefore writing to
suggest that South Africa should herself nominate
one member to the United Kingdom Advisory Committee.

I would be most grateful if you will find
out whether such 2 suggestion would meet with approval,
and would assure you that my Committee would welcome
a South African nominee."

Ags indicated in my minute of 24th March, =

gimilar invitation has been extended to Australia.

It would be sppreciated if I could be informed

as soon as possible whether a representative from this
Office may be nominated as South African member on the
United Kingdom Advisory Committee.

A, J.OX

Minister.
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P.8.16/1

28th March, 1961.

Dear Myrs. Honnywill,
I thank you for your letter of 27th March,

1961, kindly conveying an invitation for a South
African representative to be nominated as a member

of the United Kingdom Advisory Committee to be
constituted within the framework of the new Trans-

Antarctic Association.

Aes I have explained, I have referred the
matter to the South African authorities and I hope
to let you have a reply fairly shortly.

Yours sincerely,

D

(A.F. Drake)

¥Mys. Eleanor Homnywill,

Secretary,
Trang-Antarc¢tic Expedition,

22 Gayfere Street,
S.W.1.

AD/AG

e s SV AW Wi G J UM MIWUVSHIUEIy LYDY, AN wrnien you
raigsed the possibility that the direct representation
of the Union on the United XKingdom Advisory Committee
might involve additional commitments which could not be
undertaken. On this score, however, the Commonwealth
Relations Office assure us that direet representation
would not entail any finaneial commitments. It seems
clear that the object of the new Association (vide the
recommendations of the Finance Sub-Committee sent to
you under cover of our minmate of 15th December, 1959 )
would be to utilise the income from the assetw trans-
ferred to it by ite predecessor, the Trans-Antarectic
Expedition, by making grante for the aqoouragement of

T T s e
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P.8.16/1 k/

AIRMAIL

URGENT 24th Nareh, 1361.

THE SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

Trans-Antaretic Expedition : FPormation

of the Trans-Antaretic Agsociation

I refer to your file 102/2/4 and to my minute
of 25th January, 1961, in which we mentioned that we
were making arrangements to give effect to the propossl
that the Commonwealth Relations Office nominee on the
United Kingdom Advisory Committee would represent South
African intercsts on that body, and in relation to the
new Trans-Antaretic Association as a whole.

On reconsideration of the position, however,
the Commonwealth Relations Office have now told us
informally that, in their view, it would be more
practicable and appropriate for Scuth Africa and
Australia to have their own representatives on the )
United Kingdom Advisory Committee. The Commonwealth
Relations Office itself would propose to fall out of
the pilcture entirely, leaving the United Kingdom's
interests to be locked after by the representatives on
the Advisory Committee of the various scientific
societies eto. concerned. Ve understand that this
arrangement is likely to prove guite acceptable to the
other interested parties. The Commonwealth Relations
Office have asked us therefore whether we would bde
prepared to accept an invitation 4o nominate a repre-
sentative to the United Kingdom Advisory Committee.

In this connection we would refer you to
paragraph 6 of your mimute 102/2/4 of 19th November,
1959, to the Secretary for Transport, and also to your
telegram no. 140 of 25th November, 1959, in which you
raised the possibility that the direct representation
of the Union on the United Kingdom Advisory Committee
might involve additional commitments which could not de
undertaken. On thie score, however, the Commonwealth
Relations Office assure us that direet representation
would not entail any financial commitments. It seenms
clear that the object of the new Association (vide the
recommendations of the Finance Sub~-Committee sent to
you under cover of our minute of 15th December, 1959.)
would be to utiliase the income from the assets trans-
ferred to it by its predecessor, the Trans-Antarctic
Expedition, by making grants for the encouragement of

Antargtic research and exploration. q
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In the circumstances it seems to us that

there would be something to be gaine
direet representation on the United
Committee, and nothing to be lost.
Commonwealth Relations Office that w

4 by accepting
Eingdom Advisory
We have told the
@ ¢can see no

objection to their proposals but that we are never-

theless referring the matter to you
Ve expect that we shall shortly rece

for your approval.
ive a fo

invitation to nominate a representative to the Comnittee

and we should be grateful therefore
informed as soon as possible whether
may be accepted. Ve would add that,

if we could be
thie invitation
in view of the

feeling of the Commonweslth Relations Office that it

is unnecessary for them to be repres
Committee, non-acceptance on our par

ented on the
+ could mean that

there would be no adequate machinery for representing

and promoting any interests we may have in the acitivites

of the Trans-Antarctiec Association.
Australians are concerned, we unders
probably agree 1o the proposals for

on the London Committee, subject to Canberra's concurrenca.

| |

So far as the
tand that they would
their representation

¢ mRAKE

Minister.

|

AD/AG
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'/ P.S. 16/1

23rd March, 1961.

THE SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

Rumoured Cerman Exocedition to Antarctica

Your file 102/2/7/2 refers.

We referred in our minutes P.85.16/7 of 2lst
February and lst March to rumours which had reached
Westralian Farmers from South African sources of a
posgible Cerman expedition to the Antarctic late in 1961.

In this connection Westralian Farmers have now
sent us the enclosed map which they have obtained from
the other firm of London shipbrokers who recently asked
them to enquire whether the "Polarhav" would be available
for a German expedition.should it materialise. This other
firm had apparently been sent the map by their agents in
Johannesburg whose name, however, is not at present known

to us.

Westralian Farmers point out that the map is
a German edition of the old I.G.Y. plan dating from about
1954 and that it is in several respects inaccurate, as
the programmes of somé countries have altered since that

In our minute ?.S5.16/7 of 21st February, we
mentioned that the rumoured Cerman expedition might be
bound for Breid Bay. The original information received
by VWestralian Farmers in fact referred to ngg_gix which
Westralian Farmereg interpreted at the time as a typing
error. However, the map confirms the existence of Byrd
Bay adjacent to the ares of Neu-Schwabenland designated
German thereon.

Westralian Farmers point out that if the Germans
do plan to go to Byrd Bay, situated about T#°W longitude,
they will be pretty near the Scuth African base and
"presumably in territory lying within your province"”.
According to Westralian Farmers, the Germans displayed
some prospective interest in this area in the middle
thirties, though this was not followed up in any tangible

WaY.

Westralian Farmers have been actively making
enquiries to establish whether there is any foundation

SLOF ssen I



for the rumour of the German expedition. As a result
of their bringing the matter to the notice of the
United Kingdom authorities, we understand that the
British Embassy in Bonn in fact approached the German
Foreign Ministry who, it turned out, had no knowledge
of any such expedition. The Foreign Office in London,
to whom we have spoken informally, have confirmed this
and the preliminary indications are therefore that there
is no substance to the report.

Nevertheless, we learn from Westralian Farmers
that Dr. Robin, the Secretary of S.C.A.R« and the
Director of the Scott Polar Research Institute in
Cambridge, is also looking into the matter and it 1is
hoped that he will ghortly be able to establish whether
there is any truth in the rumour.

_ F. DRAKE

Minister.

AD/AG
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