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Island, but on the expreHaed condition not to leave 

nn.y tr ce of 1to visit'. 

• At the Conference on 2nd Doceober, 1938, 

there wore preoent inter ul1a tho Permanent 

Secretary of the Academy of Goienceo, tho 

Director of the ueeo.m of latu.ral History , 

ropreecntat1vce of the H,ydrograpbic Ser ices 

of the Miniotry of arino, or th ntional 

eteorologicnl Otfice, of the Institute of 

Oocnno raphy, of the Office of Pi herie and 

of the Naval <Tenernl Staff. The ".nouguinville" 

visited the Island in Jon~ r1, 19~9. 



/ 

Extr ct from "Au Seuil de l'Ant rtique 
Cro1a1ere du 'Bougainville' by Dr. Re e 
Jeannel: Paris: Bditiono du uaewn, 
57 ru.e 0 ivicr (ve), 1941: 

Page 25 (Tranal tion). 'Discovered by Fr noh un, 

Marion Ialand 11 described CJ l?rench po ececion on 

atlaeoo prior to 1900; but it oppcoro to h ve beoooe 

J3r1t1 h 1n con equence of recent activitico. There does 

not ppoar, however , to have boen ony tre ty oigned on 

the cubj ct nor has any isaion made a for 1 oct of 

t in possesoion. 

It appears th t ao ewhere about 1900 a Prench 

1n1eter d cl red, in p sing, to the Ch.a ber th t the 

epublic had nothing to do with that lo t iolnnd in the 

So11thern e a. ince th ~ d te tllc isl d passed 

oil ntly ( nebruit) under ritish influence; but it in 

011.riouo th t up to the present anent doubto otill peraiat 

bout i to ti on ~.1 ty. 

h Coloni l drninietrotion doee not 0011.nt 

'l'iO Isl nd. ong French poeeeeoions, for the 

11 d pe of ad ec r oo riee only the Orozete 

Ial ergulen, ·t. P ul an terd Islands. On 

t e d, in arine circles there does not appear to 

inty th t the 1 land has definitely been 

1th1n the ritiah Empire. A dieous ion wae held 

o t 1e oint dtXrin the meeting of the pr r tory 

0 o the cruise o~ the oug 1nvillc II 

O e fr rid. t ered the 1 prcasion there that the poreonc 

pre ~o f r fro being in agreement. evertbeloes 

it eoided th t the ouga1nv1llo" hould c 11 t the 

I ...... 
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I•land, but OA the expre••ed condition not to leaTe 

any traoe of its Tiait". 

* At the Conference on 2nd December, 19J8, 

there were present inter alia the Permanent 

Secretary of the Acadel'D1 of Science•, the 

Director of the Museum of Nat~al Hiatory, 

repreaentatiyea of the Hydrographio SerTicee 

ot the iniatry of ~arine, o! the National 

Meteorological Office, of the Inat1tute of 

OceanographJ, of the Office o! Piaberiea and 

o! the Naval General Sta!!. '?he "BougainTille" 

Ti.sited the !eland in Januar1, 19'9· 



/ 

Extract from •Au SelU.l de l'Ant r.i;1que 
Oroieiere du 'BougainTill•'" by Dr. Rene 
JeanAeli Par1a: Edition• du Museum, 
57 r~e CuYier (Te), 19~11 

Page 25 (Tr8.118lation) . "DiaooTered by a 'Frenchman, 

Marion Ialand waa deaoribed aa a French poaaeaaion on 

atlaeee prior ~o 1900; but it appears to have become 

Briti•h in consequence o! recent aotiTitiea. There doea 

not appear, however, to haTe been any treaty •igned on 

the aubjeot nor has any miseion made a formal aot o! 

taking poaaeaaion. 

It appeara that somewhere about 1900 a Prench 

Minister declared, in pasai.ug, to the Chamber that the 

Republic had nothillg to do with that lost ialand in the 

Southam aeaa. Silloe that date the ialand passed 

ailently (eanabruit) under British influence; but it is 

c\U'ioua that up to the preaent moment doubta atill peraiat 

about ita nationality. 

The Colonial Administration doee not ooWlt 

Marion Ialand among Prenoh poaaeaaiona, for the 

''dependenciea" o! Madagaacar compriae only the Orozete 

Ialanda, Kergiljl.en, St. Paul and .Amsterdam Ialanda. On 

the other hand, in marine circle• there doea not appear to 

be any certainty that the ialand hae de!initel7 been 

included within the Britiah Empire. A diacuaaion wa1 held 

on thia point during the meeting ot the preparatory 

conterence on the orui•e ot the "Boagainville" . * 
One fr~y gathered the impreaaion there that the persona 

present were tar from being in agreement. Nevertheless 

it was deoid.ed that the 11 Bo11gainTille11 should call at the 

/Island, ••••• 



• Adtlr•ee t 
UAstt:, LO N OO N" 

80UTi< Ar'lll C 4 i<OUall, 

LO NO O N , W. C . 2 . 

l:>l-111 GBVK • Ith January. 1948. 

'o/ 

Irinc2 ~dward lslando . 

Jn continuation of my despatch o the 22nd 
JJecember 1 l now send you an extract from a trench 
semi-official publication, enti tlcd .. w S 1611 de 
l' ntai-ctique Croisi6re du 'Bou ainville•" by Dr. 
Hen6 Jeanne! , •hich affords a sign! "icunt Indication 
01 tne attitude of the authorities in ~aris on the question ot claims to these islands . 

You will see that, wnile the Prcnch themsel vcs pot forward no claim to Marion lsland, t1Joy 
ooem to be in some doubt about the ~ritish title . 

?}1~ Ir\~
( 1 oli tlcal ~ecretary . 

on tn1a po:a.:n.. - - 1 i.u.a 
, the "BOl.lgB n"T • the cru11e o"' 

oonferenoe on h that the persona 
h impre111on t ere 

One !ran~y gathered t e NeYerthele1e 
t being in agreement. t er• tar rom t the 

preaen w . " inville" ehou.ld call a d i ded that the Bouga it waa eo 

/Island •••.•• 
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Full Title . 
\; 

International. Radiotele
graphic Convention. 

1
unification of Pharmuco
pocial For~ulas for Potent 
Drugs : hgreement resnecting 
the ..• 

International Disputes: 
Protocol for the Accession 
of non-signatory powers to 
tho Convention of July 29, 
1899, for the Pacific 
Settle~ent of •. 

Contract Debts : 
Convention respecting the 
limitation of e~ploy:ment of 
force for the recovery of •. 

Hostilities: Convention 
(No . 3) relative to the 
openinq; of' 

l, 

Place end 
date of 

Signature. 

-·---
Berlin 
3/11/1906. 

How Union 
became 
Party. 

By acces -

5 

29 . 11.1906 sion of 
Natal . See 
also Art. 
248 of 
Union Con
stitution 
(vide 

Th(; Hc.gue 
14.6 . 1907 

The Hague 
18 .10.1907 

'fhe Ho.cue 
18.10.1907 

Remarks). 

Signature 
or U.K . 
bindc 
whole of 
British 
Empire . 

U . K . 's 
signature 
binding 
on whole 
of British 
Em.pi re . 

- do -

w:hen 
I'erminable. 

6 months' 
notice to 
Belgian 
Government. 

Concurrent 
with Conven
tion of 
29/7/1899. 

12 months' 
notice . 

- do -

~ihether 
bind in~ 
on S.W .A. 
and date . 

No . 

Where copy 
of' Treaty 
accessible. 

B. S.P. Vol. 
99, page 321 . 

B.S.P. Vol. 
99, page 
179. 

B . S . .... C. 
pa~e 276. 

B.S .P. Vol. 
v i1. 31!;. . 

B.S.P. Vol. 
c, p. 326. 

"7' 

--------
Remarks . 

Abrogated by Intcr-
re tionaJ. Teleconmrunica
tions Convent ion of 
9 .12.1932. See L . h .T.S. 
CLI, p . 13. 

See B.S.P . CI, page 
161. 

6. I 

.. -



The.. fri.,. ... tc 11 ?L"'"'.nsv ... 1 11 
• rriv A off : I'ion IGl·~1d on 

25th D c .nb r .t 11 •. • • outh i.t'ric J1 ti. .., but •.r ., ~blc to 

... .1.'f\.ct · 1 n1int; .nd hoist the.. So lth , 1'1·ic .n Fl~• ri.t 11.32 !l . n . 

South .• l'ric n timu on the 29th rt.c ... rn1. r only . Tt.c f !r,g \"/'lS 

hoiotcd on Frincc Ed\f"l!'::l Ii-.;lrJ1d on thu hth Jnr1U'" ry, 1948 > flt 

3 . 55 ... 1 . 111 . South :.i'l'iC'Jl timo . Thi::; V1.H>ecl l .nd d uhorc 

p rti s on both isl·md:::; which \!ill continuJ in occup'ltion for 

•. f\:\: dnyn pending the hrri v·1l of pcrm."\ncnt st•1f!' to undcrt!'ll::o 

cl.lini.Jtr tir,n of the i:>l'Uldu -.n•l th.., pr0viciou of mut.J.:irolop;ic'1.l 

d"t• ·~cl \tirulooo cont'" ct . TlK fri J to fuund buth i ~lnnds 

ontiroly un0ccupi1.. \ . l!o h .vo und\.lr c ... nuir1t.r·.tinn the. isouc cf 

pl' cl . 1 ti.)n cJr.c'"'rnino; ·.:hich you will b1,; fu1•thcr .dYiscd. 

P1..n!.liM': th iGoJuc J., • .k'ublic ... t• t1... \c..nt ·.'tout \7hich you will 

lao 1.> c1v1ccu oc•cr cy 1 · ..,cin • : int' inc::l . 



TOP SECRET 

CJX to P(48) 9 

TELI:GRAI ! PROH : 

Di .. TED : 

SECRET,JlY FO. CXTERN.J. JJL:<..~IftS, Pf<l~TORIJ •• 

6th J,,Jrni..RY, 1948. 

You \lill huvu notic.,;:1 recent ~ruoi..I ruports re..'] rding cert in 

opcr~tions undcrtnkc.n by tho Union Government in connection with 

the Prince Edw~rd. Icl .. nd G!'Oup (Prince Bd\rnrd nnd ~·i.rion Iolnndo) 

oi tuntod cone twolvc hundred l'lilor; south- oouth-oaot of C· po TO\m . 

Those rt:!portr \Wrc un'1.uthoi.•isod nnd \/Cl .. C b oc 1 ontiri;.;ly upon prcoc 

conjcctu1•..;o built up on circurr.zt'.lnti'll evidence . 

Tho poai tion is th.,t thu Union G0Yc1•nmcnt h'..1.Y for some time 

felt tho need of ~ddition~l imtcorologic'1l inforn~tion to ~upplc-

mcnt that "'V'il~blc loc'llly nnd from Triott.n d Cunhn. such 

'1ddi tion .l inform.1.tion in i .. r..,.u !':lenauro r:ould be forthcoming 'l;;crc 

mctcoroloP,'iC'11 d .t continuouoly V'lilnblc fron the iol'illds in 

question . 

Tho Union Govcrnucnt h,.,o accordingly rc."olvcd to ~'3t'1blioh '1 

porrmnont 11ctcorologic'1l st· tion on un"' 01• o+hul' or both iolnr..dc 

·md, •1ftor coneml t'ltion with tho Go'lu1·nr .cnt of the Uni tcd Kingdom, 

to '1!'.Jlox thcr.t. 

Tho·.~gh thu prim".1•y object of th"' op~rution is the making 

'lV".ilnblc of much n<.:udcd m~tc.:orologlc 1 d'"1t~ it uill bo 

oppruci'1t~d th .t possession of thcoc ialindo mi~ht loo be of 

V'.1luo 111 the. ovunt of' th-. cst'1blinhr.i:-}nt of '\ll ir route from the 

Union to :~ustr· 11'1 uid/or N'"'""' zc.--.1,,nd '1Ild of :posoUlc ctr".1.tcgical 

V'lluc . J .. p .rt from tho c.bovc.: - cntioned conaidcr:-i.tions the iol .ndc 

h~vu little.. potunti'll vnluc . 

Their tLrr'lin nnd cli~~tc arc moot inhoopit'lblc . They may 

present pos..iibili tic:.s rov~rding gur.no ·:.nd cu· lin11 l.ut these 

nopcctc h'".V<.; still to be invcstig'.ltcd. 

- 1 -



TOPS ~~ 

p( 48} 2 
Prcviou~ rtcf: P(47) 45 

POL/.R C0 .. !1ITTE'.:: 

PRINCE ED\:ARD G_ OUP . 

Th~ uttuchod tclecr,m froM th~ Union Dcpnrtmont 

of Extorn l Aff \ir.., to tho Union 'Iit?;h Com.'TU.scioncr 

~in London, d tud th0 6th Jmu~ry, 1948 . hac bc ... n 

con .. '1.unic tt ... d by th .. south hfricon rop1· ... .;0nt' tivo on 

th.., co .i ttcc . 

(s . ~' lgll .. (l, 

cor:nnon\lv. l th I<t. l ti ono Offi co. 
8th J .m ry, 1948 . 

Joti..n Ch~1.\rick 

Seer t'lrY 
ro1·.1· uormn tt1:,;.., . 

)RIJ • • 

.1ng ccrt::..in 

c ti on Yli th 

on Iolnndo) 

c ·.pc To\·;n . 

y upon prcso 

r some time 

to 6upplc

Such 

:oming \7Crc 

. :.ndo in 

~toblish ".. 

h islands 

cd King.:1om, 

nv'lilnbl<.; of much ncod .... d meteorologic ,1 d lt'l 1 t \/ill be 

'1.pprcci t~d th~t posaossion of these iclr.nc1o might .loo be of 

V'.JlUC iil the. ovont Of' th.., CDt'",blishment Of :.n 'ir route fl""OID the 

Union to ;i.ustr 11. 'l!ld/or N ... u zcr.l :.nd "..!ld. of poeuiblu otr· tcgicul 

V'1.luc . J~p rt from the •1bovo- .ncntioncd consi krr,tionc tho isl•mdc 

h.vu littlL potcnti~l v~luc . 

Their tc.:rr"iin and clim'ltc n.rc most inhoopi tri.blc . Th ..... y mny 

prosLnt pocoibilitico rc.:g~rding gu·mo .nd cu·lin uut these 

'10p~ctc h'1.v1.: still to be invcstigntcd. 

- l -



(d) It 16 .1 ccnsary to i.!O.d tn.tt J. .. ru coulo. c.e:tablish 
u cl im to Ti tlc by occu.' t1011 th1..I'\.i aoos not ppcar 
to b1.. any sufficiunt t..vidi;,,nco of 1ntu.1tion to gi vc 
up our sov ... r..Jignt~ to nu:>:port th claim that we have 
ubandonco. t~u Isl ..nds, though tho canccll tion of the 
lu cs in 1934 l!light be ~uotcd against us . 

So fur as th .... actual occuiJation of tt.c l-'rincc ~dm•rd 
Islrmds by tho ..,ou.th A.l.'l'ican Govorrmont if' concor.1ud, if 
this \7ul'u 11ro1osod, !ill thc.t \,oula aucm nc..cc.:ssary in the 
.:'irat .t1laco would b'"' .l.'or the Soi.lth Af'rican rr0vurnmcnt to 
ostabl18h 'i 'ritlc to the I:3lanuc by et:L'octivc occupation . 
Any r<ction on thcsu linus could pul'hat-G be supported as 
Derfcctin the inchoate or doubtful title alrc.:ady vested 
in I is .:o.jcoty ~s u result of the previous action r..,.l.'crrcd 
to iil ~arFlrrra);>h 3 ( c) above . 

I ho:QO th t this inJ..'ori~'l ti on \Fill 'be of assistc.ncc to 
your Govcrrunent . r.e, ho.fever, there re ro1Y further 
points on ,1hich you r .. 1uL.~c. ;.iidnnco from uc ue should 
naturt.1lly c c.nly too l ...... ppy to give you ;1hat further 

ssiatcncc i;,c cm . 

I am ,,·ri ting on simil r liuu · to Ucydon at 
J..uotr lio. douso r~ ·· rdin,; H(, .r ....... lLnJ .1.nd tho 
icDo 1~ld Islo.nds. 

Yours si:i.coJ..'lilY 

( s ·a.) J<.: l.n Chad'.rick . 



Co • ...,i .. \ l th l tion o~'fic ... 
x to P 4t '45 

:lO\/ .:. 8 tI'v t . 

l.t ov .~ r, 1947 . 

• • y u r H1.,; i t .. "-,n, 

,j.;Ul y._u plL .... r fer t Y Ur 11...tt..,r lf . 19/88/ vf th-.. 
c: l .... t .u •u t 'bout tho Princo El l'"'rJ. .uSl"":1dc? I ·, oc.irry th t 
...,ur r..,ply t th ... u int:J ,·1hich. you r-.i3 a ohoul h vr. been co 
lone; di.;l..,yvl. 

\:o \1ur-.; .:int i.1t'"'rt.stod to le rn l' th c n idur tiun "hich 
tho Univn Dc.:.l "rtt'1l..ntc c.::incornc,tl "re riving to thuoc Icl'Ul.ls, 

• ·~ml u..i h p ... th-- t uc ... y b..: kept ns cloGoly inf i'nul as pos.;iblc 
..>1' th utc 1 of' thvir c.:-....... in~ tion 1~ th1.. J.'Oblo invulvod. 

Th ... r ..;ult 1' ur O\m i::t ... r ... c., .rt1 i;.. it·.l 11 .... cu ·cionG hl..ru 
i., bri fly th'"'t '.Ir... ..,nvul i r:h ...... n:> 1.;bj..,cti n .... n l'inciplu tu th~ 
tr nuftr vf tho Prince. ~l·;;n.r.: Isl·.w:ls t~ S uth .n.fric" (or uf 
a0' r L ISl'".n '\r.l.. ti th it th.. cDon 11 1 .. 1 n u t nUCtr".li . ) . 
.n.C ru ~"'r ts th~ 11r-.;~cnt Ti tl1.. t..1 th1,,; Prince.. ~ w r Icl .nds, \1-.; 

h~.vu con:.iul tutl. our Lu -J.l ... J.vi ... cr nl , .: r y ... ur .. ;cc rot inl'o:rr .... tiun, 
his viu· re i •. y be; f.lU. 'lricc" "' f.Jll \7C :-

{b) 

(c) 

"l . Hv ii tc n, 

"'i tlc. tr..: ,.. Occu ti n ·.s . .C"n~ f' bt"'in1n
t1..rri t r~; c nsistc "'f t· · ... clc.10ntc 
tv c~:1..rci~1.. V 'l\,,i -mty ( 'ni. .UC); 

( ) ".n int ntion 
no. ( b) ctu·.l 

~ccup ti n (1'' ctu1) . 

Th c;vi.'.' '"'nc.., 1' .ni ru. i.., v.., •y thin. Thu . .er 
r .ntinr- -'-· l~c ... nc..:c is by i trulf r 11 ttl .... v lu ... . 

Th Is., r n 1.; . ~ , r n .. t t h vc b .... 1..n ('~r; l ly .. nnc:xc 
t .Ii ,'r j1...J ty 1 • D..> .. in.i ns, n r it Cl.urn, i thcru 
.. 1,ythi lf'" bl..l' r.., 19?6 up n , hi ch \/u c 111 l' ly t 
uct'\blish l'·.ctu:1. i.nY lvr,nt·icc uhicr. m ... ni "ht h•.vc 
ct· lm:i... fr ... th.., 01... ttl~. nt '-'ct-.bli hcd in 1909 in 

th Princt... T"' \i .r l IGl i • .l \I ull , .,P .1· t h".V1.. boon 
lJct by thv w .r.1in, t .... th<.. S uth ...iu 1L1 C rm'.lny th".t 
th ir per .ti ·n..i \I ul 1 b c rri l .;Ut untirvlY 'lt thc..ir 

\il1 riol~ . ih .. r .... cult,. nu r. t b ... th.t •ny 
ccu ti n t' t ...... Isl Jl 1 / ul br... r - r..lc 1 c priv11.tc 

v nturu .nl n t n be .1 .L.' f th er \/Tl. . 

.... 
'.... . 

- l -

L\... •.. n .. C 

nt :nd 
uthori tio ... 



TOP SECRET 
SOUT. AFRIC.l'I. HOUSE, 

.Ann.~ to r(47)45 
Tr fl r Squ.rc, 

Lonaon. · 1 • C . ~ . 

~lot Aw:;ust, 1947 . 

1·y tlcO.L' Ch ... dY1icl~, 

You \/ill r-..:cnll th t the q,ut;..;tion of the.; 
a06i.l" ~bili ty o ... uttuchin~ the Prir.cc 'Gd\/ i•d Icl .nds to 
th ... Union \: oJ di.:;cus:::1..cl ... t . cc. ting 01' the Pol'41• Oommi ttcc 
on th .... l..Jth : rch, 1947 . 

Th lUu~tion hus boon r ... furrud to th' Union 
D p .rt.1Lnt ... conc ... rnud md thvir co • :.;nt he.IS th"' t thu islc.nds 
would not only be =if ;,1dc to the.. Union · the. ni ti.! for •• 

t~or0locic·l t tion, but lso 1or irc..cti n finlin~ in 
the: eve.mt 1...f' ~ direct '1.ir rvut ... l in"" 1...ot blieh1..d b~tm;cn 
south •. i'ric n.nd i\uctr"11i • . ili t"'.rY Cl.)n.·icl ... r .ti 11: .loo 
ind.ic t-.. th lc ... ir oility of _>1·oc1...clin" furthlir ·:ith the 
pr oo ... 1 t1... · trcneth ... n th-.. cl .in c1' tho Uni t .... J. King lon vr of 
tLc Uni ... n ot' ., . ..lutt. J.fric J..' ..., v ~ r .... 1gn ty uvc..r the; isl'll'l. lo . 

1nt rdcp.rtrr~nt~~ Jiscuosion r ~till procecdin~ 
but I n vc bc ... n .ol~c.:i to rrini:! th.., fo1•0goin comncnto to your 
notice, · nd to en ·uir ..... \7h1.:thc.r thu vicmc 01 the Uni tud Kingdcm 
dJp rt110nt concurn1...d coulu. b.., r "' "'V il· :bl et .n ... 'lrly d'1.tC . 
In tr.L,, r .... ~ ri. you \'lill rc..c .11 th t I r . sy ... ru intin"tcd -:t the 
l·.nt rr .... utin - of' the Pol".r Cm• ti ttvc. th Lt lw \! •J cnuc".vouring to 
· .. cc,rtr in the. vi ... :s oi' tho r npropri to Unit l Kingdom 
· utllorl ti !\G to how the.. Bi·i ti h Cur:rr;10mrn'.l th cl .im to tho 
i3l~lll lo coul • b ... ct bu aub&t nti tu l. 

yo·1r inccr ... ly, 

G. St . J . Ch <.i..rick, E.;~ . , 
co .• .:>m:1.. l th '"'l tion o fie"', 

Domin· Sr ct, 
\;hit h 11, 3 . ·.: . l. 

G. H<.mi to1.m 



' ,, I·~ u ,,, ..... J. ---..-.-.----
p (47) 45 

Prev lous ilof: _ ( 47) lj 

POI.Ju{ CO 

Prince ""d\ln.I''i Irl Jlds 

Annc~rnd or· copies 01' :.. lctto1· 1'rom tho 

Douth African •• opresen ... 1.tivo on the Committee, dntcd 

____.. t~e 21st Au:;ust, and of the &ecretary 1 s reply, dated ----- th~ 1st November, 1947 . 

(Sir,n~d) 

Connonrrnal th ,elations Office, 
Do· . .nin,c:; Street . 
5th Jm1uc.ry, 1948 . 

John Sccretal'y 

Scc1·ctary 
Polm· Contri1i ttcc . 

..... - ...... ..,_.&. __ .,,' 

l .... t' 1947 . 

to 
Jm'Tli ttcc 

:m 
the i::lt.m'lo 

Ln • in 
..: tm.:cn 
1.; ".loo 
h th~ 
~om or of 
Sl 'UldG . 

rocecding 
ts to your 
tc d Kingdo11 
._.r.rly d~tc . 

tccl '1t the 
( r vouring to 
orr. 
11 to tho 

( Sl"'i.l) r . Hcr:i tovn 

G. St • J . C n 'J: i ck, E .... 'l · , 
co ... 1om \, l th l ti on... CCT'ic-., 

:)o,min · G +- r-. t, 
·.hit h 11, s .. :. l. 



J 

8 . 

E'C 0rnm1o no fl..1f..Qn~ . 

Ae. fl first sten towerde eet~bllshment of South 

~fr1cen Ao verelgnty 1t ls deslrpble that the l~1ted Kln~dom 

'}overnr:ent Ahoul~ nol·" take such c'.'C t1on as nny bo necessary 

to tr?nsf'er to the Union ~overn~ont such title or clP.~ms 

to O"'nerflhln pa th~v rrpv nn8sees. ~Io co~rnuniccit on hpe 

yPt bePn ;ni:d!e to the T'nltea Kjngcom 1}overn~ent in th1e 

l"E'""f'l"cl . Thf> Pl"trne !'.!n1 eter coulr'! nE>rhpnfl FiMrees the 

necessc>ry re,..ue0t to tre TTnited Kingcoin flutho"'ittes in the 

co11rse of h1e forthcom1nr- viei t to Lonn on . 

"0 . In the meantime tl:e trnion author! t1ee will exl"lor e 

wh"'t f'urther potion is nracticPble en~ neceasc,..v to 

estpbl'Ah ~outh Afrlcpn cl~im to soverelgnty. 
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erkot nrovi~c~ thPre 1A P.ffcct VP control to nrevcnt 

If APP11n~ for the 

fur trrcc flhou.l" nrovc " nrofit.,blf' vf'•1t.u,..", Pr"F1nge'llrnts 

cmilr no ~ oubt bl" "'1'~£' to collPc t fl eel o l !'l t thf BMlC time. 

15 . ~hr Prrs1rcnt o! the Co~ncll for 9c1Pnttfic ~nn 

Innuat'" ol Rf'St"'"rch who h"'S crms 1'1Prcr the VPJ" oua panects' 

of the matter, a~ree~ w1tb the gcnor~l consenAuA of opinion 

th?t stem~ ohoula be tflken to estpbllsh i-;outh Afr1cen 

envere1~ntv over the ifllpncls. 

16 . The oninions en:reasecl ln na ,..egrpnhfl 11 - 15 

!lbove p'l"f:? the vie\o'A of the 5outh Afr1cPn D. 'l")p"'tmPnts concerneC' . 

~rO:'.f>.~LtLC£.~ tr.~ Isl.aric<~ t11_~h~.:!l.!'1Jl of _so· •th Afrlce. .. 

1? . AA p result of' t!;e '"PJ"t lnc enc< DOS t-\·•nr re vi v~ 1 of 

interest in the ~ntPrctic 9n~ tre ir~o,..~pnce ett!'lchcc bv 

the '"nl t ec K!.:i~a l")r.l ~ove""n.~ent to stren,...thenlm; l ts inchoete 

cle ns 1n tbat pre?, the Pol...,r Coi:u:ii ttcc n ··ovE'rnber 1°45 

inv1te~ the Fo~e~~n Of~1ce Pn~ thP Col~n1Pl 0ffice to exemine 

the nueation "'hether it W"S not AeA :'"'bl(' thvt the ?r1nce 

Ech·ara Isl.,nC!s Rhoulr be FittPchec'l to ? n",..t of the Brl tlsh 

Co:n:nnnwevl th f'or aa:ninlstr~tive nu""nOAf'fl . As <'I reaul t of 

com'!lente rec01veo 1 t "'PS ~up;w;efltN~ that t11e 1alen<'IA ml~ht 

either be ettechec'l t0 the ~Plkl.,nrl IAl"na Denen~encles or 

ceded to the ··n1on of South Afric2. It should be noted, 

however, ln connect.:..on w~tll the 1'1ret ~lternptlve, tht"t the 

aie tancc between the ?rlnce Edwar~ IAlPn<'l s and the F--lkl3nd 

Islende ls some 4,000 oile~ ~a co~perAa w1th 1,200 miles 

from c;011th Africa . 

18. :'he 1 •n.t tee< Y.:i~~f. om no •f'""nr:ient subAeouently intinetet'l 

thet there "·nitlf. be no objectlon to the 1•n1on f'l.overn"lf'!n t 

''ecru1r ng·1 the Prince Ec'h·rP.rd Isl.ands sh01.;lc'l thev wish to 

eo so ~na thev ere ex"mlnln~ the leg~l etens which woulf be 

needer before thP tr.,nAfcr o,.. cee~ion (if such it can be 

celln~) woul~ tR~e ~1~ce . 

Recom~enapt1ons . / ... 
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13 . HP.tC'O!'.QJ.oftl£al Imnort~11cJ2.... 

In thP event of ?n n~r route bclng cetnbllsh~n 

br>tW('C'n the Union anc Austrel1 ... I Wh('n the ielpnds will "be 

rcnulre~ for direction fln~lng, r~gul~r and rrecuent 

weather reports from tho isl~nre will be essential ln order 

to eecur~ nnoou 0 tc metenrological orotcction. It le 

cetimAted that en emount of a.,.,,,roxim['tcly £15, 000 would be 

rcauircd to ~steblish e meteorological stntlon eoulnocd with 

rat. auE1te "'irelcss facili tics Elna thet ..,n 11mount of annrox-

1m~tely £6 , 000 1ncluc1n~ £2,000 for trRne~ort ~0ul~ be 

nPcees..,rv yearly to ~p1nt~in the stAtlon . Wht"ther or not 

the outlay woula bencfi t the services ln the Union bv a 

corrceoonning pmount • s e 0uestion which cpn only be 

enewerec by pct1u~l tr1c'1 . There arc crrte1nly lPrge 

Poss1bll1t1cs oarticulPrly ln reg~ra to ~cdluo r 0 nge fvre

ceosts (four t o five dPys) for whlch in tho southPrn heml

snh~re thcrf! ls 2 t nreaent too 11 ttle rc~ular .ln'f'or:ne tlon 

~veilable D~rtlcularly fT'Offi th~ Antarct:c an~ bo,..acr~ng 

resr ons. Profcs::1or '3n1lhPU8 who r('CC'ntly nurv• VC'C t~.., 

·~1on 1 e meteorolnglcpl e~rv1c~s consl~orea ~hat the ~stab-

11ehmcnt of temnorarv meteorological otrtlons on lsl~nds 

t owards the AntArctlc 18 ceslr 0 ble ln order to r~tcrmlne th~ 

velue of Emch stations for routlnc use .:.n th~ future. 

Econom:c I :n,."Q.r_!encc ...... 

14. Exoerlcncc:> nrior to 1939 ee.:-ms to hPve shown that 

the 1slrncs ":ere of littl0 or no econoMlc imnortpnc.~. In 

1942, houevcr, it was renortcd th~t consl~crpble o~entltlee 

o! gu.?no were> denos1 tea enc the DenP,..t.men t of Oomncrcc and 

Industrlna "°'"' cons~(lcrs thpt i ';; should be posslble to obtain 

~ cons1Aer~blP a~ount of gueno onnu~lly, ~rovtdcd lt la 

collE'cted boforc the rplny sc:>peon sterts. Mr . G.D . Irvin 

of Irvln r1nd Johnaor con~lAcrs that there Drl" fa\·ournble 

eP~l1n~ no~slb111t1c~ from th~ nolnt of vt~w of the fu~ 

merkr t/ ... 
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dev(•lonmt?nt of tht- route but !~_1R e...£Q.!H.1ngcnc_y_:th1£1! 

------'no~• be ~ ~Jf.d i CC..:!'..:..! th lpUCh mor,£ _fr!'..rj nu A ~ t t_r_n,i;_l on, 1 ;J 

~~fw of tho nreRnnt altuPtion Pna noaslblc dev~lonmente ln --- ---------..-. - -.. ·-----·----·---
l.ud1z._en£ th~J~J:.~c11Q....E~.§1 . 

11 . In the onlnlon o~ the South Afrlcpn Chief of 

'lr>nerpl StAf-r, rnoc'lcrn lon~ rnngc w~"'aT)ons, the fr.ct the t 

accur~tc WOPthcr forccaat~n~ ls of the greetest 1mnortancc 

in Worf~rc, 0 nd th0 preP,nt unc~rteln OOSitlon in tho 

Indi 0 n OCt8n mekc theRc i slpnds of the ~rcptrst strat~gic 

1Mnor tence to thP Pnion . From th~ short term view the 

lslends would undoubtedly be e liPblllty to tr.c Union e.nd 

e.t the most ,.·ould orovlde s metcorologicol station which 

ml~ht cor.slder~bly imorov~ the forec8stlng of South Afric~n 

w~ Pther cond1 tio?"e . In the long view, however, the C1UCst1on 

er isc>s that 1f C\outh Afric.a rors not l?V clplm to thf' 

1sll'nn s now P.na the Uni tea Klnga om e llows such clplm E'S it 

hes to 12T>se, there is the !'lnf!slblllty th?t they mpy be 

clc1m~d bv some other country that mew not b(' frlen-Jly 

diepoeea towerds the Union. For the n~oncr defence of the 

Union, thrrrfor~, the island~ must r~maln et lPest ln 

fr1cnalv henCle . It is felt thPt the nnlv WRY to onsurn 

thiB is for South Afric~n sovrr~lgntv to be est~blishcd as 

e oon ~s !'\Ose1blo. 

12. ?rovidcd costs are not ? ~pjor conBl~eratlon t 

shou.lc be noss1bl0 to l"'Y ~o"m a l::inclng strip pnc to 

construct a smpll harbour but unt l E proncr reconnaisaancc 

is made, it is lmnossible to give even D rough estimate of 

the caplt3l cost . Tho South Afrlc2n Air Force ano the 

So11tn Afr icon Ni;ivel Fo::-ce ~re in a noel ti on to uncertake a 

combi~~a air and ePo rcconnalssance almost imnedlntely, but 

to E'nsure succeAe such reconnaisennce shoulc be ma.de cur!.ng 

' the ureeent Aummor weath0.r cona1t1one . 

13 . / . .... 
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material conditions of the territory concerned. It is no 

longer ·auff1o1ent merely to legisla te for the terrltory, to 

lseue whaling or other licences, to Rrrangc occasional 

visltA, to anooint Magistrates or generally cxer~ise the 

functions of sovereignty. In other words little or no 

weight now attached to o.iscovery; the reouirem~ nts of 

effecti venees of nos session cire noi•1 greater and the 

necessity of continuity of effective nosncssion is now 

emerging almost es e ne\o.• re'"'uirem·~n t of internetional law" . 

9. On th~ basis of tr.e above ooinion the Polar Committee 

in Lone or. accldca that 1 t l-:ae extr..,rnc>ly doubtful whethe.r 

any but an inchoate British title now exists ~nd thet should 

the 1el:)nc'ls be ""or!!lally f!nne:xcd, th0 annc-xing 'DOto:er would 

havo to arrAn~e at least th~t they shoul~ be visited and to 

cx~rci~c some form of ffectivc control . 

Stret~gtc Imnortence of th.e..J;slendA . 

10. In May 19~4 the United Kin~aom Air Ministry 

coneloered t he eltu~tion in the Antnrctic from the point 

of view of air tranenort. The Air Staff concluded that 

"the Antarctic if eu1t?bly developed might make poselble an 

air route from the United Kingdom to Australia and tho 

P~ciflc via South Africa . Thie ~·ould probably reauire the 

estobllshment of staging points on t he Prince Edward 

Islands and M9couerle Islend, as well as at aev~r~l Pointe 

on the Antarctic continent, 

of first rAtc importance if the mein Emnlre route to tho ---·-
Eas~ ~a broken by oncmr occunRtion o~ OQ!!1Jnet1on of~Id~~ 

or gf aomo other ceaentisl link". As this cont1ng~ncy was 

at th~ time a remote one th~ Air Sto""f did not recommend 

dev~l onrnent of the routc> but 1l .... 1A e c_'ID.JWQ!l~Y which must 

now/ ... 
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In 1926 thr islands ~ere lC'ascd by the Unltod 

. 1ng~om Government for ten years to tho ~Kcrguolcn SPal1ng 

8nd Oiling Corrro~ny of Cape Tol>·n. 11 This Brlt1sh Conmany, 

s subsidiary of Irvin end Johnson (S.A. ) Ltd . , was granted 

rxcluAivo whalln5, scaling, guAno end mineral rights. ThP 

terms of thu lcas0 ~ncludcd ocrmisslon to dieol~y the Bri tish 

flag as occasion might r cruirc in oroof of occuoation and 

t hu obllgr ti on to c r C'ct e neviga tlon~l beacon . By 

renmls t of thr Company tht"' least' was term lna tf'd in 1934, 

the Comoe.ny stating that they had not exC'rciaod their 

rights under the l~esc since 1930 and that conditions 

had ccv~lop0d which prohiblt0~ u~0 being made of these 

rights; no mlncrpls or guano hgd be en found an~ tr~ ryrlc0 

of b&l made cleph~nt SPellng unurofltablo, 

Th0 ruostion of l cgsl title to thP. !ql~nde. 

7 . There ePDC'ars to be eom0 doubt wh thor the United 

Kingdom Gov0rnm0nt ~oe~eseed a good tltle to thP lsl~nas in 

1934 J tho a~to when thi' last l caec was t crm1nat0d) , 

1f 1 t is consld 1.. rE'd that this existed. ln 19:34 th(\rc rom"1ns 

8 . The l egal as~cct o~ tcrrltorlal aovcrolgnty h~s 

been summarised bv the ~~gal Acvlsur to the For eign Office 

es follows: 11 Cle.1m to tcrri torial soverf'!.gnty may br' 

dlv~dcc lnto three cetegor13s: 

(a) Claim by virtue of discovery, which glves 
lnchbate right of short durat i on, 

{b) Claim by virtue of formal act of annexation, 
again g!vlng inehb~te right, eff~ctlve only 
for ~ 11m1te~ P• rlo~ to nfrf cct a clnlm by 
edm lni s trci t1 on. 

( o) I . ... . 
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1n the onln1on of thelr Legrl Acv1acre, 11 t ho granting of a 

\ eaac and the hoi!'I t.i.ng of a Brl t1ah flag bv the oco1mier 

tantamount to snnexatlon". Cnnaeouently the islands 

wer~ nP.v~r f ormally annexed before the lease was granted. 

Dr . Newton, however, never hoisted the British r1~g nor did 

he occuny the islands or mak~ ~ny other use of his concession. 

3, In 1909 the Southern SiPling Compnny of Ceu ~ !otrn 

ad vis ed the Acting ~1~h Commisel0n0r for South AfricP th~t 

they h'1a cetnbllsh0n p aettlcmf'nt of twenty men on Mari on 

I 1:1loncl r or the uurnoee of coll Pc ting clf'oh11nt seal on !1nd 

ekinf\ and the t they 01•1nt d e. sm::>ll etepmer which was being 

uerCI to 'lleintoln cor.lmunlcatlon wl th Cepc Tm"n . The 

Governor of th~ CAne Colonv informed the F~relgn Of~1c c of 

these cevelocments end \<'i:is lnstructr>a tha t 1n view of the 

licence gr~ntcd to Dr. Newton in 1908 the islands "muet be 

crnsla erea ea ~lre<>~Y unde r Brl tlsh sovC:'rel gn ty" . 

4 . In 1910 it w<is no~nted out thc-t t hl' Ll'gr:il Adv1surEl 1 

on1n1on was b~sed on erroneou~ pre~1scs, that the actlnn 

grqnting e l oa s c h~d not been ~ece effective by sufficient 

ectA of occun~t1on, qnc thet t he 1elana had ncvor ceasca 

to b0 terr~ nulllus. 

5 . In 1910 in reply to an cnaulry "'hi' thor the l"fllande 

were Brl ti ah tcrri tory the Norweg1~n Govt'rnml"nt were 

informed that a lic ence had been granted to D~ . Ncvton end 

that the Uni tcd Kingd.o~ Govcrnmt-nt wti r c not nrcpDrcd to 

f:rent ~ llcrnc"' to mor" than one pwlicnnt. In r epl v to 

e sirniler enouir~· fr~m thi' FrC'nch G-ov .... rnment in t hf• s ame 

vca;r it \'1aE1 et::itca thr-:t thf• 1slen~s heo b ncn annc:rnc and 

wcr~ unc\r Britlah eov~rclgnty . In r rply to an onoulry 

froM tho Germon Govornmcnt in 1928 it w~e atat€'d that the 

isl~nde ho~ bc0n 3nnexrd 1n 1908 an~ thnt a 21 year 11o~nce 

h~d brr n gr~nted to Dr. ~~¥ton. 

6. / ..... 



/ 

ESTABLISPMF-NT OF SOUT'1 AFRICAN SOVEREIGNTY 
--- OVER PRIN.QE_ EDWhSD .~BLSUDS ,_ _ 

l . The t wo 1sll'.'nde of thle group, llar1on end Prince 

Ed\•'ara, ore e"~uated 1,200 m1leA oouth east of the Union. 

(let . 46° 45 1 S, long . 37n 50 1 E.) Thev were dlecoverea 

by the Frenchman Mo.rion- Dufreane in Jvnuory, 1??2. In 

l ??6 Co.T)tain Cook sail ea bet\\'een the two 1 elands E1nC gave 

them their oreaent names. From 1802 onw.'.lrd a the group 'i:aa 

vlsltea by American vn~ Brltlsh ecalere, but very llttlc 

definite lnformat1on about their visits hes survived. 

During the nineteen th century 11 ound1ngs off shore \orere mt'de 

by Brltlsh and French veeRels. In 1873 a Party from a 

British naval veaeel lended on Marlon Ielend for D fey hours, 

In 1910 the "Wakefield" whlch hod been ch~rtercd bv the 

Government of V!ctor.l.3 to search !'or the mls sing 11 Werateh 11 

maae a thorough seurch of both iolan~o. Fu-rther viAite 

were mecl.e ln 1929, 1935 by the 11DiecoveryII 11 , 1939 by the 

French eloop ''BougE\lnvllle ·1 !'Ind 1n 1940 by u. M. S. ' 1 ~cotune" 

but none of thoao exnea1t1one succeeded in land1np:. 

2. In 1906 D ... . W,B. Hewton, a B,.,1t1eh subject, applied 

to the Colonlnl Offlce for e. conoeeeion to work the 1ano 

deooe1to then thou~ht to eY1st on the Prince Edward Ialnnds . 

Nothin~ could be roun~ 1n the Foreign Office or Admiralty 

Arch1vce to ehow thnt the !elands hnd ever been claimed by 

l'ny Government. Enaulry or the French 'tovernmont 1 n 190? 

el1c1ted tho renly that oncrptlons on these 1slandn woul~ 

be R matter of ~nd1ff~rence to thee. Dr, Newton wao 

~rentod a lc~Ac for 21 years from February 1908. At the 

t1mo the Colonlal Office informed the Foro1gn Off1co thet 

in the/ .... 



ESTABLISHM};NT OF SOUTH AFRICAN SOVEREIGNTY 
OVER PRINCE ED ARD ISLAtIDS. 

Geography and History . 

l. Xhe two islands or this group, Marion and Pr ince 

F~ ard, are situated 1 , 200 miles south east of the Union . 

(lat . 46° 45' s, long. 37° 50 ' B. ) They were discovered by 

the Prenchmlln l!arion-Dufresne in January 1772. In 1776 

Captain Cook sailed between the t o islands an1 gave them 

their present names . From 1802 onwards the group was visited 

by American and British sealers, but very little definite 

information about thei r visits has survived . During the 

nineteenth century soundings off shore were made by British 

and French vessels . In 1873 a party from a British naval 

vessel landed on llarion Island for a few hours . In 1910 

the ".akefield" which had been chartered by the Goverm:ent of 

Victoria to search for the missing " aratah" l!lllde a thorough 

search of both islands. Further visits ere ade in 1929, 

1935 by the "Discovery- II", 1939 by the French sloop "Bougain

ville" and in 1940 by H.U.S. "Neptune" but none of these 

expeditions succc ded in landing . 

2. In 1906 Dr. Vi.B. Nanton, a British subject, applied 

to the Colonial Office for a concession to ork thefllallo de• 

posits then thought to exist on the Prince Eduard Islands . 

Nothing could be round in the Foreign Off ice or Admiralty 

Archives to show that the islands had ever been claimed by any 

Government. Enquiry of the French Goverm!lent in 1907 elicited 

the r ply that operations on these islands ould be a matter 

of indifferonce to them . Dr . Newton was granted a lease for 

21 years from February 19o8. At the time the Colonial Office 

informed the Foreign Off icc that in the opinion of their 

Legal Advisers, "the granting of a lease and the hoisting of a 

British flag by the occupier ere tantDl:lount to annexation" . 

Consequently the islands ~ere never formally annexed before . 
th r. I • .... 
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c £>mm~ na ~jJon 9. . 

19. As ~ flrst sten toweraa eetabllshment of South 

African EIOVerelgnty 1 t is deaireble that the t'n!. tea K.nv, Or.! 

1-overnf'ient shoulrl nol· tE1ke euch ection ae moy be neceasDrY 

• to trpns~er to the Union rovernmont auch title or clp.ims 

to o;.•nerAh1.P eei thPV mpv noE1sesi:;. No com.T.un1c~t1on hrs 

yf't bern m:-<le to the Pn1 tec'I K1nrr0om GovernMent in this 

Thf> p,..1me ''1n1 F.1ter couln nerhp'l)B Ac1Clrees the 

neceBEl,,rv re,.ueElt to the Pnlted King;Al')in flUtho"'1ttes 1n the 

c 0'1rse or h1 A forthcoming v1B1 t to Lonrlon. 

"0. In the meantime tl:e TTnlon ciuthor1 ties ;.rlll exT"lOr(' 

whAt further action ~s uractic~ble ?n~ necees~,..v t0 

estpbl"sh South African clr1m to soverei~nty. 
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mrrket nrovl~e~ there la Pffcct ve control to nrevont 

It AP~lln~ for the 

fur trpC'e shoulfl '!"')ro\•e ;:i nro:flt"ble vl"ntur", Pl"'M1gerncnte 

cnulr nn <"oubt bf' "'"rf" to collt•ct EIE"el oil Pt thr SP.':lC- tloe. 

15 , ~h~ Prcsl~cnt of thP Councll for ~clrnt1f1c ~nr 

Inrua t 1nl RE'EH"~rch who h"e cnnA 1 rte-rer the vpr.lous ea'l')ectr. 

of the matter, a~raos with tho genor~l coneeneuA of opinion 

thAt Atene chould be t~ken to cstebllsh ~outh African 

envorP.l~ntv over th~ ielenas . 

16 , Tht! onlnlonA exnrt-ssea ln n<>,.,flg,...,,..,hs 11 - 15 

Bbov~ are the viewA of the <Jou th Afr1cpn D·~n;P·tmente conoernea. 

f,.,O:'£>A"i_1!.2.Sf~ th~ ~al..e.;:ia!'l t'!_);h~.':p_11_1) _of _£0 .. th ~fr1ce .. 

l? . AB P result a~ the wprtlnc <>nc post-w"r reviv<>l of 

intereAt n the Anterctic anr thP. 1c~o,.,t~nce sttechec bv 

the r·n1ted Kln~an~ 1ove"nxent to stren~then nR lte lnchopte 

cla tmr. in the t prep, the Pol,,,.. Comml ttec n .. ovomber 1°45 

inviter the Fo~e:~n or~1ce pnr thP Colrntel 0fflcc t0 exemlne 

t he ~ueat1on whetter 1t w~s not ~eAlr~blc thct the Pr1nce 

Erlward IAl::inas shoulr b~ att.;ichec'! to fl n?rt of tho Br1 tleh 

Com"lnnwe11lth "f'or ad:n!.nlstrl'!tlve Tlurnoewei. As " result of 

comments receiveo it v•ps Rllp;il;eatea th?t the 1slanrA J'lllght 

either be 2ttache~ to the F~lkl~n~ !Rl~nd Denendenc1ea or 

ceded to the ·-n1 on of South Afr!ca. It should be noted, 

h owever, ln conr:ect.:..on w~tb the f'.lrst Alternptlve, that the 

~lstonce between the ?r:nce Edw3~r Islpn~s and the Fplkland 

Islpnds ls some 4,000 ~.:.le~ ~s co~p~rP.a w!th l,?.no m lea 

from ~outh Afrlce . 

18 . .,,he r~n! ten Kini.;f. om (}o•:e,...nM.cnt subse~uently 1.n tloetec 

thpt there wrmla be no object!.on to the "n!.on "'rovernrn~n t 

"Bcru1r1ng' the Prince Eawpra Isl=nas shoul<'I t•1ev ":lah to 

~o so ~nrl thev ere ex~~1n!nR the le~Rl stenA which woulf be 

needer before the tr~nsfer o,., cPar.lon (1f such .:..t CP~ be 

c~lle~) ~oul~ tRke ~1~ce . 

Recon~enaetlons . / ... 
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In the cv~nt or ~n n1r route bclng eetPbllshed 

bntw00n the Union nnd Austr~lln, wh0n the lal~nae will be 

ronulrea f or direction fin~lng, r 0gular and frecuent 

weather reports from the ielpnds will be easentiP.l ln order 

to secure aneaua t c meteorological orotcction . It le 

est i mated that an amount of an~roximetely £15,00' would be 

rcauired to establish P me t eoroloFiCAl stati on eou1noed with 

rdlnuate ~·irelcss facilities Pnd thet rn amount of annrox-

i mPtely £6, 000 lncluoin~ .£2 , 000 for transnort \''oulr be 

n~cPss~ry yearly to mp1ntpl n the station. Wh~ther or not 

the outl~y woula b~neflt t he services in the Union by a 

corrceuonn1ng amount le e ~ucstlon whlch cpn only be 

pnswerea bv actual tr1 nl . There ere cnrte1nly l~rge 

nose1b111t1cs o~rtlcularly in r eg?r d to mealun renge for P.

c~sts (four t0 five dPve) for which in the eouthPrn hem1-

~nhore thcr~ le at nreeent too 11ttl~ rc~uler ln~ormation 

~veilable OA rtlcul~rlv from th0 Antarctic Pnd boraorlng 

rest'..ons . Profce sor Snllhaus who rc-cc11 tly surv• yea the 

"nion ' s meteorolo~icel s.:>rvices corsi~ered that the estab

lishr.lent of temnorary meteorological st~tlons on isl~nds 

t owards t he Antarctic ls dealroble ln order to dPterm!ne tho 

value of Auch stations for routine. use ln the future . 

Economic Ill'!'Or_!fnc~ . 

14. Exoerienco nri or to 1939 se.:>ms to heve shown that 

the iBl?ncs wore of littl~ or no ~cononlc i mnortpncP . In 

1942, hov~vcr, it wae renortcd thet conslccrpble ouPntlties 

of gueno wrrc denoe i tcd end the Deuertment of Commerce end 

Indus tr1 e now cone la crs thpt 1 t should be no~aible to obte.1n 

a cons1aer abl c amount of guano annuPlly, ~rov ded it 1s 

coll<'ctv~ bf.".lf°ore th o r?iny see. son starte. Mr . G. D. IrYln 

of Irvin and Johnson cons~Acre that tbere are fevourPbl e 

sPel~n~ noes1b~l1tica from th~ noint of view of th0 fur 

mnrkf't/ . .. 
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dev\>lonmt"'nt of th ... route but lL±.Le....£.QnH.ngenc~_\!h1ch 

!fil.!8 t__n~_b_Ls tu.Qi£.~__!'.!.! th t;uch ~.£ f.<'rj..mll!.~n t_$2Q..._J :i 

.Y.1-£!1._Qf _th~~t slturtior. ~na noeslblc devC'lonment~ in 
·-~-- _,,_ --- ---·----- -

In9.!e..~ pn£ ..!hr:.J~.iaa1 Q. EPs t . 

11 . In the onlnion o~ the South Af~icpn Chiof of 

11-cnerPl Stpf'f, P.loc'!C'rn lon::; rani;c w.-..,!lons, the f~ct th:tt 

~ccurrtc WCPthcr forccRst-~g ls of the grerteet lmoortence 

in w_;1rf-.ri:, t-nd th'-1 nreP"nt uncorte ln oos1 ti on in the 

Indlrn oc0~n mrk0 theRt 1alpnds of the grcptest etrategic 

lnnortence to t h" Union . From th~ short t8rm vlev the 

lslenda would undoubtedly br ? 11~b111ty to the Union ?.nd 

0 t th~ most "·ould orovlda El Metcorologicol sti:-tion which 

might considar~bly lmorovc the foracastln~ of South Afric~n 

wcp ther condl tloz:s . In tho long vlr~, ho •evrr, tho ~ucstion 

oris ~ s thnt 1f ~outh AfrlcP ~O'"'~ not lpv clpim to the 

islena~ now ana the lin1ted Kln~C' om '-'llowe such clplr.i rs 1 t 

h!iA to 1'1net>, tlrnra ls the: no~a1bil1 tv tf'<>t they mr.y bC' 

clpimcn bv some other country that mav not be frl0ndly 

a iePOEl Gd towera S the tTnion , For th~ n~o~cr acf0nce of the 

Vn1on, ttcrrforP, th~ lelanan must r0mn1n et l~est ln 

frl~ndlv hpnds . It is felt thPt thr onlv WRY tn ~neurr 

ttlA la for South African sov erei gnty to be establlsh~d as 

12. Provided costs arc not ~ o~jor cons1ocrat1on lt 

should be noss1blC' to le:' ~own a lcincHng strip ena to 

construct a smell harbour but until e orooor ~econnalesancc 

ls m~de, lt ls imnoss1ble to give oven e rough 0stlmete of 

the capital cost . The South Afrlcen Ai r Force ana the 

South Afr1con Nrvnl Fo!'ce ~re in fl nosl tlon to unae~tak, a 

combined air end s~~ r~connaissance almost 1mnea latcly, but 

to ensure succeAR such rcconnalssance shoul~ be made du~1ng 

the nr0eent summ~r weatr1r con~1t1ors . 

13 . / . .. . . 
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In 1926 the islands wcrr leased by the Unltc>d 

Kingc'I om Govrrnmcnt for ten year a to thfl llK0rguclcn 80elfng 

Ema Oiling Comopny of CA.pr Town. 11 This British Comoany-, 

a subsidiary of Irvin and Johnson (S. A.) Ltd., ~as grnnted 

exclusive whaling, aoslln~. guano ::inc mlnerel rights. The> 

t~rms of the lcaa<' included ocrmleslon to disol~y tho British 

flag aa occasion mi~ht r cculrc in oroof of occuoatlon end 

t~< obll~P.tion to crrct e nevl~atlonal beecon, By 

renuoe t of the Company tht~ lea en waa tcrmlna tC"d in 1934, 

the Comoeny stating that they hsd not exrrcisod thelr 

rights under th0 l~Psc since 1930 and that conditions 

had ccv~lop00 which prohibited u~~ b0lng made of thrso 

rights; no miner~ls or guano h8d been found anc'I the nricc 

of b~l made el~phpnt s~eling unnrofit8ble. 

Tl!p rucstiov of 10gal title to th~ Ialende. 

7. r:'hc>re armcars to b(' som<' doubt wh"thcr the Unit cd 

King~om C-ov rnrn~nt uos~ces~a a good title to thr ial~nns ln 

1934 l th0 d"tE'l whC'n thi> 18st leesc was tcrminat\.'d) . 

if lt is considorod thpt this existed in 1934 ~ rom~ins 

a doubt whethc>r th~~ s mey !19.L!l~t:..J2.Lr.~e~Le..!! 

bfil.:~.illL be ~11_~fillrill.2n.UL~.!la eLba v i:Jg_r .cttr t ~Q. tQ....~ 

8 . Thr l~gal es~ect o~ torritorlel sovereignty h~s 

been summarised by the Legal Acvlscr to the Forolgn Of~ice 

es follows: "Claim to tcrritoriBl sovcrrignty me.y bf' 

~lvidcd into three categories: 

(a} Claim by virtue of discovery, which gives 
lnchbatc right of short duration . 

(b} Claim by virtue of formal act of onnC'xetlon, 
again giving inehcate right, 0ff('ctivc only 
for e llmitea n, r o~ to D~rr~ct e olnim by 
admln~ str.,tiol". 

(c) / ..... 
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tn the oolnion of their Legel A~vlncrs, rttho granting of a 

case and the ho1stlng of a Brltlah flDg bv the ocounler 

were tantamount to onnexatlon". c~nscouontly the lslnnds 

were ncv~r formally annex~d before the lease waa granted . 

Dr. Newton, howev0r, never hoisted the Br1tlsh ria~ nor dld 

he ocouoy thL: 1elt!nds or oakl°• sn;.r other use of hlA concesolon. 

3. In 1909 the Southern S~rling Comp~ny of Cenc Tot:n 

advised the Acting qigh Comm1as1cncr for South Afric~ that 

they h ?l" est~bllshn~ 0 eettlcmrn t of twenty men on M~r1on 

Isl?na for the ournoee of collPct1ng el oh~nt sc?l all rnd 

e&:~n~ end tht1t they 01··ned a em~ll stc,0 mer whlc:ti l»as being 

Ul'P~ to rne1ntn1n c omrnunication w1 th CD'OC ':'m··n. The 

~overnor of the C~oe Colony informed the Fnrelg~ Of~1cc Of 

these aeveloomente ena wee infltructea th!lt in view of thfl 

licence grentca to Dr. Newton in 1908 the 1sl8nds "must be 

C"ns1aerec'l es alre:>cy unc r Bri tlsh sovc>re1E;nty11
• 

In 1910 it was oo1nted out tht't tht> L.:>~Dl A<'lvlscrs 1 

on1n1on vas based on erroneouE prem~scs , that thr actlon 

~rqn~~ng a loaao h~d not been ~e~c cffrctivo by suftlc1ent 

set~ of occuoetlon, ~n~ thpt the island hed nev~r c~asca 

to be tcrra null1us . 

In 1910 in reply to an enaulry wh.~ th0r thr. lt1lands 

were Brl tlsh terr1 tory the Nor\o·ogl.?n Govt'rnr:H'nt were 

informed. that l1 liccncf> :had b€<'n gr:rntea to :>r. ~1 C \o,ton end 

that thr United King~om GovE'rnmC"n t ~~re not nr~o~rca to 

"'rE1nt p, licC"n c:. to mar•" than on, .. eTJOlicnn t. In r 0plv to 

E1 81rn1ler cnaulry from th0 FrClnch Gov .... rnment 1n th1"' enmc 

vce;r 1 t \·1as stated th~t thf• iBlF1nas hea bncn annexed <>nd 

'"' r unc.r Br!tish eov'rdgntv. In r~ply to an cnaulry 

fro!"! the German (fovernr::E'r. t ! n 1928 1 t wea A tatt'd that the 

islands hoa br0n annPx~d 1n 1908 ana thnt a 21 y~ar lio~noc 

h~d b<'cn grantP~ t o Dr. ~~vton . 

6. / ..... 
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ESTABLISHMgNT OF sot T'I AFRICAN SOVEREIG:TY 
OV~R PRINCE_ EDi(l\RD ISLANDS._ _ __ 

Ge.Qg!:L'nhy stil Hte:.tor:v . 

1 , The twn lsl~nds of thls group, Marlon and Prince 

Eawara, are eituntea 1,200 miles s~1th eest of the Union . 

(let . 46° 45 1 S, long , 37o 50 1 E, ) Thev were discoverea 

by the Frenchman Marion- Dufresne in Janunry, 1772. In 

17?6 Ca~tain Cook eailec between the two isl~nds a~a gave 

them their oreeent names. From 1802 onwo~as the group was 

visited by American end Brltlsh sealers, but very little 

definite lnfor~r.tion about the!r visits has survived. 

During the nineteenth century sound!nge off shore were made 

by British and French ves$els , In 1873 a Darty rroo a 

British naval vessel lended on Marlon IelAnd for a few hours . 

In 1910 the "Wakefield" wh!ch hnd been ch~rtere~ by the 

Government of' V~ctoria to search for the mis sing 11 Werateh" 

maae s thorough search of both islands . Further visits 

were made in 1929, 1935 by the 1DlscoveryII 11 , 1939 by the 

French sloop "BougDinville 11 and in 1940 by F . !t S, "Neptune" 

but none of these exnedit~ons Aucceeaed ln londln~. 

2. In 1906 Dr . W,B, Newton, a British subject, aDplied 

to the Colonial Office for a conceealon to work the tano 

depositfl then thoug:ht to ex~st on the Prince Edward Islands , 

Nothing could be fauna in the Foreign Off lee or Admlrel ty 

Archives to show that the !.elands ha ever been claimed by 

E.'ny Government , ~ncmir" of the French 'tovernment ln 1907 

elicited the renly that oDeratlons on these islands woula 

be n matter of indifference to them , Dr. Newton 'll'ae 

grontod a lonAc for 21 yenrs from Febru8ry )908. At the 

time the Colonial Office informed the Foreign Office th~t 

!n the/ .. .. 


