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" h L~asea may have oontained provla1on 
~thor1a1n thJ Oompany to perf r aote of ~mini-

stration. ven so< ho ev r, mere occupation for 
4 years (up to l930J by a Leoaee Co pany und r a 
Lea e ter 1nated at th reque t of t Leeeeee in 
1934 and not followed by any further dtepl y of 
soverei nty would not be 11 ely to impress the 
International Court . 
(d) It is necessary to add that if yre could 
establish a clai~ to Title by occupation the ~e 
does not appear to be any euff1c1 nt evidence of 
intention to give up our sovereignty to support the 
claim that we have abandoned the Islan s , thoJ h 
the cancellation of the leases in 19.34 might be 
quoted against ue". 

Yo~rs sincerely, 

SGD: O. H ATON NICHOL~~. 

G~;e;n ent and subsequent occupation DY ~ne i,eeeec~ . 
Recent authorities however, require, to eeta~t1eh 
the necessary factum, not only actu 1 occupa on, 
but something in the nat~re of ad~inietrntion. 

Ld Marehol th~ Rt . Hon. J .S. Smute, 
Pie 0 P " CH K. C., D. T . 'D., 

• • ' • \1 • ' • • • 

!yde park Hotel, 
Knightabrtdge, 

LO~!>ON, S . ' • l. 

/The .•• · · 
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22nd ove ber, 1947. 

LI.Y dear Prime Minister, 

The following ls tho result of my investigation~ 
regarding the queet1oa of the Prince Edwnrd Iolando. 

The Commonwealth Relncione Office have expressed 
interest in learning or the consideration which the 
Union Government is giving to these Islands and hopes 
to be kept as closely informed as possible of the out­
come of the Union Goverll!Ilent'e examination of the 
problems involved. 

The Conmonwealth Relationo Office have held 
interdepartm~ntal discussions as a r sult or which they 
report that they see no objection in principle to the 
transfer of the Prince Edward Islands to South A.trice 
(or of Heard !eland, and with it the McDonald Islands, 
to Australia). As regards the present Title of the 
Prince Edward Islands, the views or the Legal Adv1eer 
to the Commonwealth Relations Office may be sumnarieed 
as follows:-

"(a) Occupation as a means of obtaining Title to 
a territory consists of two elements {a) an intention 
to exercise sovereignty (animus); and (b) actual 
occupation (factum) . 
(b) The evidence of animuA 1e very thin. There 
mere granting of licences 1s by itoelf of little 
value. The Islands appear not to hove been formally 
annexed t~ His Majesty's Dominions, nor it seems is 
there anything befo~e 1926 upon whicb we coJld rely 
to estobliah factum. Any advantage which we ~1ght 
have obtained ~rom the settlemwnt established in 
1909 in the Prince Edward Iel nds ould appear to 
have been lost by the warning t~ the s uth Sealing 
Company that their operations would be carried out 
entirely at their om riek. The result app are to 
be thnt any occupation of the Islands ould be 
regarded a a private venture nd not on behalf of 
the Crown. 

(c) Tne etro~et claim woald eee to reet on the 
Leases granted in 1926 by the Un1tea Kingdom 
Govern ent and subsequent occupation by tne Leaacee. 
Recent authorities however, require, to establish 
the necessary factum, not only actual occupation, 
but eometh1ng in the nattre of ad~1ntetrat1on. 

Ld arohal the Rt. Hon. J.S. Smuts, 
0. '., P . C., C.H .• K.C ., D.T.l)., 

Jyde Parl~ Hotel, 

/The ..... 

Kni ,h tsbr1dge, 
LO~oo· , s ... L. 
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"The Leases may have contained some provieton 
a~thor1s1ng the Company to perform acte or admini­
stration. Even so, however, mere occupation for 
4 years (up to 1930J by a Lessee Companv under a 
Lease terminated at the request of the Leeseee in 
1934 and not ~ollo ed by any further display of 
sovereignty would not be likely to imprees the 
International Court. 
(d} It is necessary to add that if we could 
establish a claim to Title by occupation there 
does not appear to be any sufficient evidence of 
intention to give up our sovereignty to support the 
claim that we have abandoned the Islands, though 
the cancellation of the leases in 1934 might be 
quoted against us••. 

Youre sincerely, 

SGD: G. HEATON NICHOLLS. 

,-, .&.~a.v _._. • ....,.a.eo--v __ .,.__..,.. ··---- ---- •- ·--- -·• ..,. __ 
Leasee granted in 1926 by the United Kingdom 
Govern~ent and subsequent occupation by the Lessees. 
Recent authorities however, require, to establish 
tbe necessary factum, not only actual occupation, 
but something in the nature of ad~in1stration. 

/The ..•.• 
Field Marshal the Rt. Hon. J.B . Smuts, 

O. M., P.C., C.H .. K.C., D. T . D., 
Hyde park Hotel, 

Knigntebrtdge, 
L0'\1>0N, S . V • l. 



/ 
c.qPY/PS. 

'> , 

22nd November, 1947-

SECR.T: 

MY dear Prime Minister, 

The following ie tbe result of my investigations 
regarding the question of the Prince Edward Islands. 

The conmonwealth ~elations Office have expressed 
interest in learning of the consideration which the 
Union Government is giving to these Islands and hopes 
to be kept as closely informed as possible of the out­
come of the Union Government's examination or the 
problems involved. 

The Conrnonwealth Relations Office have held 
interdepartmental discussions as a reeu1t of which they 
report that they see no objection in principle to the 
transfer of the Prince Edward Islands to South Africa 
(or of Heard Island, and with it the McDonald Islands, 
to Australia). AB regards the present Title or the 
Prince Edward Islands, the views of the Legal Adviser 
to the Commonwealth Relations Office may be eumnarieed 
as tollows:-

"(a) Occupation as a means of obtaining Title to 
a territory consists ot two elements {a) an intention 
to exercise sovereignty (animue); and (b) actual 
occupation {factum). 
(b) The evidence of animus 1e very thin. There 
mere granting or licences ie by itself of little 
value. The Islands appear not to have been formally 
annexed to Hie Majesty's Dominions, nor it seems is 
there anything before 1926 upon which we could rely 
to establish factum. Any advantage which we might 
have obtained from the ee~tlement established in 
1909 in the Prince Edward Islands would appear to 
have been lost by the warning to the South Sealing 
Company that their operations would be carried out 
entirely at their own risk. The result appears to 
be that any occupation of the Islands would be 
regarded ae a private venture and not on behalf of 
the crown. 
(c) The strongest claim would seem to rest on the 
Leases granted in 1926 by the United Kingdom 
Government and subsequent occupation by the Lessees. 
Recent authorities however, require, to establish 
the necessary factum, not only actual occupation, 
b~t something in the nature of administration. 

/The •.... 
Field Marshal the Rt. Hon. J.S. Smuts, 

O.M., P.C., C.H .• K.C., D.T . D., 
Hyde Park Hotel, 

Knightebridge, 
LO~ON, s.w.1. 



., 
9/8 /2 GPRIN'.lBOK. 25th vember, 19 7. 

S CR .T: 

doa.r Forsyth, 

I have tclegPaphed you today th t the 
nit d King om ~ov~rn nt h v no object~on to 

our 1 ed1ate occupation and ettective dm1ni­
atrat1on of Prince Edward lela.nde . The Prime 
in st r ill no doubt report to the Cabin t on 

hi di cJ iona here with the British thor1t1es. 

I enc one a copy of ett r I eont 
t the r1 e Mini ter on the 22nd Jove ber. 

Yours sincer ~. 

D. D. orsyth aq., 
Secretary for rternal Affairs, 

Union Buildµige, 
P TORIA. 

(c) The strongest claim would eeem to rest on the 
Leases granted in 1926 by the United Kingdom 
Government and subsequent occupation by the Lessees. 
Recent authorities however, require, to establish 
the necessary factum, not only actual occupation, 
but something in the nature of ad~inietratton. 

/The .••.• 
Field Jlarehal the Rt. Hon. J .S . Smuts, 

O.M., P . C., C.H . • K.C., D.T . D., 
Hyde park Hotel, 

Knightebridge, 
LO"'IDON, S. VJ. l • 
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•o,.POSIT._L , l.IANI:, LON OOH" , 

UNION OP' SOUTH AP'NICA , LONDON, W C, a. 

8PRtWGDOK. 25th Novem~er, 1947. 

\ 
' '\, \ 

MY dear Forsyth, 

I have telegraphed you today that the 
united Kingdom Government have no objection to 
our inmediate occupation and et't'ective admini­
stration of Prince Edward !Blanda. The Prime 
Minister will no doubt report to tne Cabinet on 
hie discussions here with the British authorities. 

I enclose a copy of a letter I sent 
to the Prime Minister on the 22nd November. 

Yours sincerely, 

D. D. Forsyth Esq., 
Secretary for External 

Union Buildings, 
PBTORIA. 

Aff'aire, 

I Ii 

(c) The strongest claim would aeem to rest on the 
Leases granted in 1926 by the United Kingdom 
Government and subsequent occupation by the Lessees. 
Recent authorities however, require, to establish 
the necessary factum, not onl7 actual occupation, 
but something in the nat~re of administration. 

/The •••.• 
Field Marshal the Rt. Hon. J .S. Smuts, 

O.M., P.C., C.H .. K.C., D.T.D., 
Hyde Park Hotel, 

Knightabridge, 
LONDON, s . w.1 . 



••Jog • i"'' lljfd••••,. 
MC>PPO•IT•:.Y, .JJo'llt,LONOON:' 

UNIO .. 0" SOUTH A,,RICA , 

SPRINGBOK. 

~ ( V .... My dear Porayth, 

eOIJTH ll"lt!CA HOU81t, 

Tltl\,,ALOAlt 8QUA1t•, 

LONDON, W C. 2, 

25th Nov~mber, 1947. 

I have telegraphed you today that the 
United Kingdom Government have no objection to 
our iumediate occupation and eftective admini­
stration or Prince Edward !Blanda. The Prime 
Minister will no doubt report to the Cabinet on 
hie diecuaeione here with the British authorities. 

I enclose a copy of a letter I sent 
to the Prime Minister on the 22nd November. 

Yours sincerely, 

D. D. Poraytb Esq. , 
Secretary for External 

Union Buildings, 
'.PUTOlHA. 

Aftaire, 

I ~ 

(c) The etro~et claim would seem to rest on the 
Leaaea granted in 1926 by the United Kingdom 
Government and subsequent occupation by the Leeaeee. 
Recent authorities however, require, to establish 
the necessary ractum, not only actual occupation, 
but something in the nature or administration. 

Field Marshal the Rt. Hon. J.S. Smuts, 
O.M., P.C .• C.H . . K.C., D.T.U., 

Hyde park Hotel, 
Knightabrtdge, 

LONDON, S.\'l.l . 

/The ••..• 
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It ould be appreciated if, in accordance 
th your undertcltinc , you woul arr n o tor 
jor Harvey or your Del)31'tment to undertake tho 

nocevsary enqu1r1os 11th regard to th n""oc r -
ent of tho art1oles listed above • . 

h vc ceused a telegram to ~ despatched to 
t 6h co~ 1ss1oner today for the procure cnt 
of ell vailable data in the posses£ton ot the 
United. Kin d<r! uthor i ties . 

CO r 0_., th10 l ttCX' 1i:,, bein addrOM ~ tO 
0 rer 1 Pool nd Dr . t'iu Toit for thrir "Orsonol 
.. d eeret 1t ror at1 n . 

Y lT"" ~inC'err.1 • • 

0. D. FORSYTH 
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!OP 

P. l .102/2 . 

p 0 R I A. 

17th D ce•lw1 , 1947 . 

!Ar de:lT Gibson, 

stablisl°'.Jl1ent of south f,fricon Sovm'cignty 
____ .... o .... ver Prine £> R(!r. .. rd Iolnna.s:.:.•---

I h~ve to 1 ce on rcc~rd th t t tie ~coting 1n 
my office todo.y , which as also Gttended by yourself, 

"or- ... T''ll oole, ancl Dr . u Toit , Un er- ::i cretary 
for ~r · ccl. ture, 1 t as d cid 1 to 1·ec end to tbe 
aov r ~t that the expedition to be ont to t~c Prince 
~ward rsl&nds s &O'lld include tii follOlfing : -

1 ulld1n rtisan - ~ore~an-CarpcntP.r . 
3 teorol o ical Officers . 
j el - ic un1cat1ons O 1ce~s . 
1 die al orderly e11d Dispenser . 
1 "caling end Gu no xpert. 
~ victicn • erts . 

It wcs ulso decided thnt it would be an advontago 
1f arrango~ents could b made, perhaps at a later date , 
for six Islanders :fro Tristan de Cunha to be trannfcrred 
to tn Prince dwa~d end arion I lends . 

h follov1.ng is e list of the supplies YJhich it 
1s tbou ht dll be required for the ex:ocdition a-

Jeep. 
ter t>ist1Uet1on Pl mt . 

ater Purific tion Plont . 
ter enD·s . 

ood Supplies . 
edicel supplies . 
1 nkets, etc . 

er rts . 
l otor Boat . 
Pr~-febricated Houses . 
eteorological and tel -co 1nicat1ons instruments . 
iching g ar . 

All n cessary tools - in.eluding agr i cultural implc-
sceds . ments. 
puel and Oil . 
Beacons. 
Theodolites and Levels, etc. 
Flaa and flag- post . 

It/ 

J ck ib&on, Gq., 
secret ry for J.:ra.nsport , 

Pfi,..:..LV IA· 
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P •• 102/2. 

AU~~ORII~ . 

17th Dcce ber, 1947 • . 

dear Poole , 

ntablishment of south /fricon CovE"r icnty 
over Prince td~urd I~lnndz: 

1th ref ere "e t.o the oeeting held in my office 
today, I now forward , .Lor your secret on<'i personal 
inf or ution, a copy of a letter I hovo nddresscd to 
tne uecrot&ry for Tran~port 1n rer~d to the aboVG-

ntioncd matter . 

I sho-.ild be glad to learn ..... n dua co l!'se whether 
you n v e ..,ucceedea in mt:u ... lrtt the necessary arrall8e­
rr.cnts in re ard to tne air reconnais ance and thE 
subsequ nt availability of a fri•~!~~. ~ ~. ·• (c u. ~ 
ikA. ~ ~ ~ ~ 11, G\~ l._,---#) ~i ~ ~ . 

Yours sincerely, 

ajor- Qoneral j . 1 . • Poole , 
C •• , C • .tJ. • ., D. b . O. 



P . ~ .102/ 2 • 

nETOl IA. 

17th Dece~bcr , 1947 . 

De r Dr . du Toit, 

~st 1lishmont of South African ~ove etenty 
over Prince Ddw rd islru1ds . 

1th reference to the meeting 1'.eld in my office 
toda;, 

1 
I naa for c.rd, f r lour ... er t Pd personal 

\ofor ation, a co y of a letter I h ~e addressed to 
tt. -> cret...i.ry ror .i.rur. p -t in recard to th3 above• 

.,t!vned ttor . 

I should be clac5. to leo.rl! in due course ·1etber 
J. o..i.r D .,.art!nent h ... s com to an dects1on 1th regard 
to th o f1c1al .no 111 h ve to be inclu~od in 
the party in ccrui£Ct1on with cuano and sealina . 

Yours sinc erely , 

0. 0 f-ORSVT 

Dr . t .s. du To1t, 
nder-~ecrctnry for cr1culturc, 

Iii. . 
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3. 

6 . The Proclamation subsequently to be published in the 

Ooverru:ient Gazette . 

7. A statement to be made to Parlia ent on the dote or 
publication of the Prcclamation. It is recommended 

that this atatcnent should make no reference whatsoever 

to South Africa ' s strategic interest in the Islands 

and shoul d be limited to an explanation of their val ue 

as a site for a meteorological station and as a 

source or guano und seal oil . Any reference to 

strnteg1c considerations mieht prompt unf&vourably­

disposed elements to interest the security council 

in tho matter . 

8 . A Bill to be prepared to provide for the administration 

of the Territory under a Department or State, e.g . 

the Office of the Prime U1n1ster . 

9 . A copy of the Procln:netion and of the statement 

transf crring to the Union Government e.ny previous 

proGcriptive right exercised by the United Kingdom 

Government to be lodged Tith the Secretary- General 

of tho United •attons . 

10. South African overseas representatives to inform the 

Governcents to which they are accredited of the terms 

ot the Proclamation, and British representatives to 
-do likew!oe 1n countries here the Union has no 

diplo::iatic representation. 



&OP SECRET. 

St ps to be taken in regard to acquisition of 
the Prince dward Islands. 

1. Signature of a Proclrunation by the Governor•General-

1n-Counc11 formal1y placing the Islands under the 

oovere1gnty of His ajesty the King 1n his Government 

or the Union of south Africa. 

2 . Proclamation might have the follcr.ring rough 

headings s• 

(a) WHEREAS the Union of south Africa hao in the 

past maintained a close connection with the 

Territory knO'i7I1 ns Prince dward Islands (con­

sisting of Prince Edward Island and !arion 

Island situate at lat1tude ••• ••• long1tude ••••• ) 

as exe~plified by the operations of the Southern 

Sealing company or capeto1'1Il from 1909 onwards 

nnd of the Kerguelen Sealing and Oiling Company 

of Capetown from 1926 t o 1934; 

(b) AUD WHEREAS the Territory has for many years 

been terra nullius, having long since ceased to 

be under effective occupat1on1 

(c) ARD hHEREAS the Territory is n071 under effective 

occupation by His ajesty•s Government 1n the 

Union of South Af'r1oa; 

(d) I ~ PROCLAI that the Territory is hereby 

placed under the sovereignty ot His ajesty 

the !1ng of Great Britain, Ireland and the British 

Do:ninions beyond the Sea 1n his Government of 

the Union of south Africa. 
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-,.,,-

In the evont o! forel n 
~ovorol nty over the 
C pt 1n 111 lanQ l 1 

to cure 
1 criod, the 
l lands . 

.h so - 2 

11 . ho lJepurt cnt or tornal ~r irs 1 rro.ngln u.n 
oxpod1tion to eotablioh poina.o.ent sottl ont 01 tho 
Iola.nus , \ lich will include the i'ollo in ~-

(a) 1 - Build in artisan (!<or n/C rpenter) 

( b) 3 - c~ orolo 1co.l uff icera 

(c) ~ - .i.'elec uni cations Offlcero 

(d} l - odic l vrderly/ 1 nsor (to be round by um ) 

(o) 1 - cal in Guano .xpert 

1 • is x edition to et. er l th 11 i: c-ulslte stores ·.111 
be carried to the I l nae in • • • • • GOOD HOPE and 

13. 

14 . 

U.. on bout 12th January 1948. 

nee to the 
d all other 
nt of tho 

1.hc 1'ollo in ill ucco p ny • •• • • • TR 

c t . .D • .nc.cr on ( • •• C. l 

(.; t . U •• r.:> Ohurst • h h • . ) 

c 1 . .J' • • J. 1th ( • '° •• 1 • - ~lpbor 

out co l te 
.n. 111 report 

( ) 

( b) 

0. hy . 

tori l resourc a for uil 1 
tone, n • 

{ c) 1 c ~ r hen 1 vc recce of tr h 
reference to u ntity, ~u lity 

, uc aa timber, 

t r 1th oc1al 
nd co s1b111ty . 

(d) ture of oil in rel tion to foun t1ons , ro da 
and 1r force recuir ants . 

( ) nj' other nttcrn rel tin to er nont occu1 tlon, 
1ncluGln col ctlon of buil ln ite • 
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to WHO 

!b1 flag has be n raised on beh lf or His 

~eoty's Goverrunent in th Union of South Afr1c 

on this day ot Dec ~b r, N1net en 

Hun~r d and orty r-even1 preparatory to the per-

anent occupation by the Govern nt or th Union 

of South Africa of this t rritory known s Harton 

IElnnd . 'fh1c occupation will tak placo v1th1n 

the cours of the next rev weeks. 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER JOHN FAIRBAIRN, 
S.A. N.F. 

CAPTAIN H. M. S .A .s . TRAUSVAAL. 



, 

TO WHO! Ii' AY cone R 

i'his fl g hos been ra1sed on behnlf of His 

fuj sty's Govern ent in the Union of South Africa 

on this day of Decc ber, 11n teen 

un~r d und Forty Seven, prepar tory to the per-

ncnt occupation by the Govern-Ont of th Union 

of South Afr1c of this territory known Prine 

:d11Jnrd Isl nd. 'l'hi~ occupation 111 tak plec 

lthin the course or the n xt row eks. 

LIEtrrENANT COMMANDER JOHN FAIRBAIRN, 
S.A.N.F. 

CAPTAIN H.M.S.A.S. TRANSVAAL. 
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P •• 102/2 . 

P T 0 R I A. 

20th Dececber, 1947. 

:COP SJ";CBF.T. 

My dear General , 

Establishment of South African Sovereignty 
over Prince l dunrd Islands . 

I for ;ard herewith , far your oocret and persona1 

information, a copy of n tolegrui 1 lio . 11.88 of the 

19th instant which h s just be01 r ce1ved from our 

High Coor issioner in London in regard to the above 

omtter. 

Thia telegram 1s the reply to the telegr1m we 

sent on the 17th idem eskiJlfl the His,h Co!Il:!lissioner to 

procure from the United K:l.ncdom authorities ull avail­

able data in regard to tho Islando . 

ajor-Gcn ral 1.H .E. Poole, 
c.B., c.n.E., n.s.o. 

Yours sincerely, 

D. . FORSYTH 



r~1'l'~h1e AJdr n: "lAN080U, PRETORIA" 

U.A.D. 16 

Td~tt1m1dreJ : ,. 1..ANDBOU, PP.E.TOIUA." 

Air..,_ - 1ut1 - -°'" W..ruull - ~ ....,..,_,,,... 
v.,,,.14 111 • .. -d ... I,.. £.. t 7"f1_ "1 .. ~"'--

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. - UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA. 

0£l'AllT11l1'1T Ot AGIUCULT\JU., 
UNION IUIU>INGS.. 

PIUTOlllA. 

PERSONAL. 

Dear Ur. Forsyth, 

;147 

DCP ... llJU1lNf VAN LANOIOU 
UNIEGUOU, 

PllET~ 

With reference to reoent diaoussiona, 

I wish to nominat.e Kr. T.L. Kruger, Superint.ndent of the. 

GOYernment Guano Islands, Cape Town, aa a sealing and guano 

offioer to aooompe..ny the expedition. 

Yours sincerely, 

A crING SECREv.RY FOR AGRI ru L'lU RE . 



.Jh then r•f 
t 1 ornin ' <' "R 
the s -c llud 11 1')'JY ... ery issior.11 cf 

s a ti &t it l > rurioured t! at ( ) ~l~ 11 _r r • 
1 s roc1 the Russians to pl nt t~e :outh Afri~ 
on an .f t.herto- unclaimcd re~ion 1 tl ~ Ant rct1c; or 
(t) s~e was Taclne to ~he assistance of t~e Australians, 
who l' d i· ce11tly occupied near 1 Island , anii l. d Pf./' led 
for hel . 

•• · r r: •11- ;oor1 q~ks ,hetc.er y - - n c nf"T' 
tl ese ruricur s. 

I OTL : 

o,. lieny 

In ·onsequence 0f the above r • iest I to' to .. ., . 
obl , wl o i ctine for .. r. ruthl ertson, and tol • '1-1 M 

t11af. re sorr~· t• a~ the Rand Daily ., 11 h d S"'-r fit 
to l ubl1 h th1.s story; tl .t t-r:e llPgation :node b~· 
·1ss PP1 " - o are unft;>un ~ed; n t t t.,., 1 st , id 
i-.011~ th vl ole ':'.lattPr tr e lrtt r pleas£' c 10· ld ')e . 

,.fttr consult'nz .,·th Ge cral Pool , 
h h j lqo had from Ce.~tL~n report r 
(a) ' >ove ' •ut th t. Co ... - . ., · ,.-.. tean , t;o ho'1 it 
ddre .st>d , h d simply f id tlat. l.h~ fr1.eotc> c 

rc:i se cruise and tl:lat hC' lad nC't~irie "• r.. r to :,ry , 
i;roed that to comply with the requ st 1do +-o 'Ile 

;r. roblP , na":lely , t'ct .e as' ll ...,ditcrs sr,oc1·1ly 
- nt'i.o"" "tMr.e ~-th'"' t tl-~z cruise , l"'irht s 1'"'e 011.., :' t.o 

1eople re inqtisitive, nd t ~t th best 'Y ould 
for tb 4 s DE..:p"ll't ""t to say ti t .. rtde hull 

rE.v led that t!.e fr 4 ate 1:tS cine on n exercise cruise 
Sc~t rs i~ crdAr tc tAst nP: ircless cc 1~1c tions 
ana that ~ d no i~t~r st in r.or ~nowlo1 e or the 

I l t ·r i "orl"" <l 1·r. ·ro"'lle lo"lw these 1~ ... ;·•". 

~; 
~-.12 . ll'.l4 ... . 
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FRmt: HIG COU! IBSIO , L ND • 
TO SECRETA.'11.V FOR EXT'CR AL AF AIPS, 

23 .12 .1947 . 

No . 1193 . TOP SECRET (EAS- PU13) . 

For Forsyth from Scallan: 

:uy 1192 . "Ds.ily ail" .. odc.y re! orts llo d 
state cnt by Commodore SturrccK, o.h ••• F., that 
mission of frigate Transv~al , sro.l~ fr C petown, 
is to investigate lanaing placev in c rtain 1 1 nds 
in Antarctica . 

"Daily £xprezs11 of toe!. , on the oth r ho.nd, 
stated that a Gouth African frigMte had hurric~ 
off on Uonday to th~ whal ing rour:ds 1500 il~o 
to the So11th . It s believed t..'1at tr uble h d 
arisen among 17 hnling expedition~, inclu in 
ritish, Dutch , or egian and R s 1 n ships . 

These reports hav evoked enquirieo to us fro 
both U ited rnngaon ond ustr lian authorities 
here, wnich we have been unabl to n r. 
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I ... .., J-- F 'O"T -.... 

On .,l- ' 23r<i Dec 1 .... .' • G1bscn 11 fur 
h 1 t en f ~ 1 oos~ib- "'or techntc l '"~asons 
to fr'gutes, as had been arr·nged, for tt• ccnv v nee~~ 
tr • 1 £. ·11 p· rty and tl ~ material to .l ·ince l ard Island. 

suid that th t t 1- c<=sentia" load ' ld a ount tc 
pproximotely 300 tons ruid ti at this w s •c, much for t~e 

t o fr1.~ates. 

He said tl at infe,.,..- ··· on he 1 .. ..1· .frc-'ll C ,ctc.m S\..~ ested 
lhat the "Gamt.oos", 11ich be:on 7 cd tc- :.he Gcver.~nnt , \")Uld 
be su · taJ le to take t' · :; ::.oad . I "nquirc. :r, at his ~ueeos-
tio1 , rrol"" Co ~rce qn1 Indus tries ( <1 iaol !'"'~rer) as t') 
the "C:lmt.oos", but rcun"l. that it belonged not +o U .., 'uut 
1 o .tlu r .i..ct , tu re . I thereupon con Lac ted M:r . Adams of Agri ­
cul t.u-e and he made enquiries from Capetown which revealed 
that the 11 Gamto )511 would be suitabl "'or 1 .. ch a ' ... i.p, 
lic-'f; 1 frv the • oi 1t of vie,.,· of ts cru t ... ir.~ r e illld to 
tll' .e a 1 oad such as t"lis . Se said , howev or , that the 
11 G ... :-itoos11 W..lS booked to leave on the zth January on a 
routine cruise to certair guono isla .. Js off t• . .,., ..... ··1th- ;esL 
co st and that this cruise colld not be postpor •• He 
.,aid t• at :! f the "Ga ntoos 11 were to b • usea for the ?rince 
Zdwurd trip , it 11/0uld necessltate t' 1r 'l'lt;ac · '1.!;: ll'\Ot'1""r 
ship tc -o +i ~ guano islanci.s cruise . 

c~ ·ubwe.1ent - · scussic"'l ""air 1.t h"'rr:, it tra""'­
ircd '· at :rir+l-> • .. more sc:- · cus thar oJ -ie1 ' 11"' t'1e 

cc-ll c' ion of Pl.lane would re ·1 t if the 11 Ge.mto ... r 1 o"' a 
substitute · r rot r·t on to thi3 job. 

Todt. (24t[i D,....,.."lit,v~r) I exrla.ined ti .., ... t • ':?r ~s 
abov to the Prirto ~Hni .. ter l ~d he rul (I ti.1nt 1.t was 
ossent~,.: that i.he t'ri""" .. coarJ trip l-t'11'1~ 1' '.i rto'.{en 
\ · t•i as l ttle del1.y as riossible, ad. t' t. we were to 
ask Ae;r.:culturc rf""r the use o~ L' u 11 Gc"'!toos11

• If I.he-· 
~r abl Le 'lfiBLG anotlter vu"" 1 for t' .:r ..., 1 o C")llec';.ing 

trip, the add ' tional el:,.. "ldlture jncurrcd t:}'l".,.."''Y is 
u11tl1cr"'-;ed by 14irn. 

I -c .. ror"led r-r •. dal!'s a~corcl'lngly; also G i1C'\r&l Poole 
n..,,q 'rr. Gibson . 
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Th High Co 1se1on r for the 
union of outh /\fr1ca, 

L 0 l D 0 11. 

• 

Princo r.dward Islnnds and Re rd Iolnnd. 

P1ca r~fe'l" to your ~nut o. lQ/88/2 of 
tho 2 th ' rch, dcalin inter alla 1th discus ions in 
th Olar Co-~1ttOC On •he d ~1rab1ltty Of tt8Ch1ftP th 
r1ncc I» ard I lands to th l~1on of routh fr1ca . 

This qtost1on hao b en r f rr to tho opart­
nts concerned an~ t ir co~ nt sho s th t tho 1slando 

ould not only b of use to h Union s th s1t ror a 
ct orolorlcal stetlon, but also for d1r ction finding 1n 
h cv nt or a d1r ct ir rout ~o1n stnbliohcd bot en 
outh Africa and ustr 11n. 111ta:ry con 1d rations al o 

indicate th~ d sireb111ty or proc in furth~r with the 
~rotosal to str nr,th n th cla1 of he nit d Y,in ~orn 
or of the 'Union of routh Afr1c ~~ sovcrci nty over th 
1slund!l. 
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should assist very materially in arriving at a more 
accurate assessment of conditions appertaining to an 
open sea exposure. From the meteorological point or 
view the establishment ot reporting stations on both 
islands would, therefore, have definite advantages. 

6. Value or a Meteorological Station on the Prince 
Edward group of islands. 
---------------~--~-

During the period H.M.S.A.S. Transvaal was at 
sea I prepared and analysed a daily meteorological chart 
making use of the data contained in wireless broadcasts 
from Waterkloof and consisting of reports from Union 
Meteorological Stations and Tristan da Cunha. l therefore 
bad the opportunity of examining observations at the islands 
in conJunction with other data and, although this extended 
over a very brief period, it was sufficient to indicate the 
potential value of the station in the construction of more 
accurate weather maps for the Union, and to demonstrate 
that some of the hypotheses on which ocean analyses are 
at present based will require modirtcation. 

A very det8iled and careful analysis over an 
extended period will require to be made before an accurate 
assessment of the value or a station on Marion Island can 
be made. It is, however, not improbable that the station 
•ill be or great value in assessing the subsequent behaviour 
and movement of disturbances observed at Tristan da Cunha , 
and thus assist materially in forecasting weather in 
the Union. 

With the establishment or a first class 
Meteorological Station on Marion Island and with Australian 
station3 on Heard and Macquarie Island, important gaps in 
the chain of high latitude meteorological stations in the 
Southern Hemisphere will be closed and it is strongly 
recommended that a team of research officers should 
concentrate on the problem of •eather forecasting for 
medium range periods (up to a week). Some research on 
this problem was carried out towards the end of the war 
but has since been discontirrued and it is felt that the 
time is nOlf appropriate for the resumption of this 
investigation on an intensified scale. 

In conclusion I have no hesitation in stating 
that the establishment of first class Meteorological 
Stations on the Marion, Heard and Macquarie Islands will 
be welcomed with acclamation by meteorologists throughout 
the world. ln any scientific investigation the attack is 
on the most simple form of the problem before proceeding 
to the more complex, with vast expanses of ocean free 
from the complexities caused by the intrusion or land 
masses, provides a natural laboratory tor the investigation 
of tu.ndamental problems in meteorology and there can be 
no doubt that the establishment of a station on 14arion 
Island will be recognised as a major contribution towards 
the development of this science. 

(Sgd.) ? 

Senior Meteorologist. 

Division of Meteorology, 
15th January , 1948. 



4o°F · 11th the protection of warm clothing I round the 
conditions invigorating after the warm humid climate of 
the Transvaal at this time or year . 

A striking feature of the weat her conditions 
is the suddenness wlth which changes take place . Abrupt 
changes in wind

1 
cloud , visibility and weather frequently 

occurred with startling suddenness during the short 
period IDlSAS Transvaal was in the vicinity of the islands . 

The position selected for the anchorage 
enjoys considerable protection from wind and swell and 
while the ship was at anchor winds were generally i ight 
and the swell slight , although a few miles seaward the 
sea was considerably disturb ed . This anchorage is 
however , exposed to North-1·festerly "rinds and especial 
care shoul d be exercised with a falJing barometer with 
which this wind direction may usually be associated . 

Fog should be of fairly frequent occurrence 
in the vlcinitY of the islands and was , in fact , 
observed on a number of occasions from Harion Island , 
but on none of these was the anchorage or the Northern 
coast of the island affected . 

Climatic charts show the prevailing wind near 
the islands to be ·rest- North- icsterly and that gales are 
or frequent occurrence . ·11th the South\lard migration 
of the high pressure systems in sUlillJer , however 1 spells 
of settled weather lasting three days or more with l ight 
\rinds (but with the risk of fog) may reasonably be 
expected . 
5. s~l ection of a si tE'! for a Heteorolop;i ca:i_ 

Observing station. 

One of the difficulties of setting up a 
Meteorological Station on oceanic islands which rise 
abruptly from the sea is that of finding a suitable 
exposure where meteorological el~ments may be observed 
free from the influence of the island itself . Local 
orographic cloud or rain and the distortion of the wind 
direction by the physical features of the island tend 
to make observations unrepresentative of the open sea 
conditions . 

Any arrangement in which the observer is 
required to assess and eliminate local effects is \Ul­
satisfactory and the exposure of the reporting station 
is therefore of paramount importance . 

As far as I was able to judge , no site for a 
Meteorological Station free from orographic effects is 
available on either Marion or Prince F..dward Island but 
to reduce those effects to a minimum a site as far 
reooved as possible from the mountain peaks should be 
selected , and it is for this reason that a site on East 
Cape has been recomoended . It is hoped that the prac­
tical difficulties of erecting a station on this Cape 
will not prove insurmountablo , as a great deal of value 
as a meteorological reportine station would be lost by 
its erection in a poor exposure . 

Should a detachment betnaintained on Prince 
Edward Island the most suitable slite would appear to be 
south Cape , and report~ from this locality , in conjunctio 
with those from a station on l1arion Island at East Cape 

6./ ... 
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vb3ervation trom the ship showed that tho belt 
T
or kelp a few hundred yards of !shore was almost continuous. 
he kelp is of a soft texture and not at all like the 

henvy tubular kelp tound in Union waters, and the propellor 
of the ship's motorboat was able to cut through it without 
difficulty. The depth of the water in the belt of kelp 

NOear the landing place is 15 fathoms. 

The telp helps to dampen an agitated sea and the 
island's shores are tree ot surf, the only movement being 
tidal and the up and down movement associated with the 
swell. 

3. Fauna. 

The island abounds With seals and sea lions, 
some ot the latter reaching a length of 15 to 20 feet. 
They are ponderous creatures and are able to move over­
land very slowly and with considerable difficulty. It is 
surprising, therefore, to find them at places above the 
cliffs to which the only access is over steep ground and, 
at the rate at which they were observed to travel, the 
journey from the water's edge could not take much less 
than a day. 

Penguins are to be !ound on the beaches in 
thousands and they, like all other life on the island, 
are completely unafraid ot huz3n beings. King penguins, 
standing about 2~ feet high, are in large numbers and 
have a bright yellow patch at the back of the head and 
neck. Plumed penguins live in the rocky crags on the 
cliffs and greet passers bby with an agitated raucous 
cackle. 

Studded over the foothills were numerous 
nesting albatross within a mile or so of the sea. The 
nests are on the top of a small mound about 3 feet in 
diameter and raised about a toot above the surroundings. 

Other birds included a brown-coloured hl-d, 
larger and more heavily built than the albatross, and 
with a protruding chest, and a small white bird which 
lived among the penguins. 

A remarkable £eature of the island is the 
apparent absence of any insect life , and no insects of 
any kind were seen, even in the vicinity of dead birds. 

To support the seals, sea lions, penguins, 
duikers and other birds which abound, fisn must be 
numerous but none were seen although the water is 
extremely clear. Hand grenades thrown from the ship 
at anchor failed to bring any fish to the surface. 

4. Meteorological Cong!!ions neftr the Island•~ 

The Antarctic Pilot describes the weather as 
"bleak, boisterous and foggy'' and it would be difficult 
to improve on this concise description. 

The air temperature varied between a minimum of 
37° F. to 8 11aximum of 46° F. and the sea temperature 
was practically constant and remained within a degree of 



This pas~age was unexceptional and the strongest 
wind recorded was Force 4 on the Beaufort Scale , which 
is described as a moderate breeze . Early on rriday , 
9th January , a rendezvous with m-iSAS Natal was made and 
documents exchanged between the ships . A much needed 
supply of cigaret tes was transferred f r om Hl>IBAS Natal , 

2 . GP.neraJ Impressions of the J~land~ . 

l!arion Island rises to a height of 4200 feet 
above sea level and at the time of the visit was snow­
capped above 3000 feet , approximately . Orographic cloud 
usually obscures the peaks but on occasionc when it is 
absent the island presents a most strlklng picture . It 
is a picture which cor.ibines the strong contrast of snow 
and black volcanic rock with the delicate hues of the 
grass and mossy vegetation , wh:ch covers the undulating 
foothills , and ranges in colours through the shades of 
green and yellow . Interspersed are outcrops of red­
tinted koppies . 

Unfortunately lt was not possible for the sh:.p 
to circumnavigate the island close inshore and a nearby 
view of the ;rorthern and Eastern shores only was ob­
tained . Elsewhere the coast appeared most inhospitable 
and any landing placei exposed as it would be to the pre­
vailing wind and swel , is likely to be extrer.iely 
hazardous except on a small percentage of occasions . 

The coastline terml.nates with a vertical drop to 
the sea of ?O to 100 feet on tho North and East coast 
for most of its length , but this is interrupted at a 
number of places by rocky beaches behind which the rise 
from the sea is steep but not vertical . These beaches 
all appeared to be strewn with well roun:led boulders 
ranging in size from about 1 to 3 feet . No sandy beach 
was seen. 

Above the cliffs are the foothills rising in un­
dulating slopes for a few miles to the peaks . Hear the 
cliff edge is a belt of grass which wo·ud appear to be 
suitable for cattle grazing , but this soon gives way to 
a kind of water grass and mossy vegatation . No shrubs 
or trees were seen find, excepting near the cliffs , the 
ground I traversed was everywhere sodden and springy 
underfoot . Even on sharply risinn ground this was the 
case and a ship ' s officer who walked inland up the 
sloping foothills reported that it seemed to become more 
sodden further inland . 

near the coast a number of small water pans , 
100 or oore feet in diameter , were seen and there were 
several streams of fresh water 1 one of which flowed 
into the bay near East Cape rei-erred to earlier ln this 
report . 

The soil on Marion Icland appears to be rich 
and suitably chosen crops may become well adapted to 
the conditions . It also seems possible that the 
peaty soil of the swamps may prove suitable as fuel . 

Prince Edward Island is situated North- North­
East of Marion Island at a distance of about 14 miles . 
It rises to an altitude of 211-00 feet above sea level and 
was free of snow when seen . It seems probable that the 
island is less boggy than 14arion Island , but I did not 
have the opportunity of landing to make a check on this 
impression. It may be mentioned that the magnetic 
compass was disturbed in the vicinity of Prince Edward 
Island . 
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30th December and I, in company with the other officers 
attached to the ship , was permitted to go ashore just 
before noon. The intention was to make an overland 
expedition to East Cape, but soon after landing the 
recall signal was hoisted and no excursion from the 
vicinity of the landing place could be made. 

That night a sudden squall developed and the 
ship put to sea and remained hove to in the vicinity o! 
the island in fresh winds and a moderate swell until the 
afternoon of 1st January, when she was again anchored. 

A period of settled weather ensued and on 
3rd January stores for the shore party were landed and 
I was permitted to land soon after noon. 

Captain Broadhurst, s.A.A.F. and I set out 
overland for East Cape along the coast and reached a 
point about 3 miles from the landing place and in close 
proximity to the Cape before being recalled. Near the 
landing place a three-legged iron pot (presumably a still) 
about 4 feet high and three feet in diameter was found 
together with some pieces ot wood, iron hooks and other 
items! but there were no signs of the existence of 
build ngs near the sight. In closer proximity to Bast Cape 
a well prot~cted bay about 1000 yards across was seen, in 
which there was a flat protruding rock with vertical sides, 
which appeared to present good possibilities for the 
con.iruction or a harbour. The ground rises sharpl1 round 
the bay and a cableway would be necessary for haulage to 
the higher ground. No other landing places more suitable 
than that used were seen along this portion of the coast 
or at East Cape. 

Du.ring the whole of 3rd January stores were 
landed for the use of the part y to remain on the island 
after departure of the shipl and this operation was 
completed by the early even ng . 

On 4th January a party of 12 officers and men 
were landed on Marion lslaDd . Anchor was weighed and 
course set for Prince Edward Island , which had not pre­
viously been visited during the expedition. 

Xhere was a belt of fog between the islands, but 
both islands were clear and the ship was anchored about a · 
mile from Prince F.dward Island. The Captain and party 
went ashore and hoisted the Union Flag and deposited the 
annexation document. 

No other landing was made on Prince Edward Island 
and it is therefore only possible to report on observations 
made from the ship. The island appeared to be less marshy 
than :t.iarion and was tree of snow. In a fissure bursts of 
steam were observed but it is not possible to say whethor 
these originated from hot springs or from slight 
volcanic activity. 

Owing to a failure or the Radar equipment and 
uncertainty in regard to the extent of the fog on the 
return passage, the ship laid oft from the islands and 
cruised in the vicinity until the afternoon or the 5th 
January when the 'edical officer and First Lieutenant were 
landed on ~rion Island. Soon after, the anchor was 
weighed and the return passage to Cape Town commenced. 



REPORT ON EXPEDITION TO THE PRilCE 
ED JARD ISI.AlIDS 

by 

Hr . J.A . King, Senior Heteoroloeist, 
Den~r1Mnnt of Transport . 

1 . Chronolo~ical Sunmarv . 

In accordance with instructions from the 
Secretary for Transport and with subsequent arrangements 
made with the Director S.A.U.F . I reported to Lt . 
Comdr . J . Fairbairn, Officer Commanding HMSAS Transvaal, 
at 0900 hours on Sunday , 21st December 1947, and the 
ship put to sea two hours later. 

The outward passage was uneventful and Prince 
Edward Island was'sighted early on Chri~tmas morning a.t 
a time when the weather and vlsibility were deteriorating, 
the wind freshening and swell increasing . The Captain 
decided against an attempt at landing until the weather 
conditions improved 7 and the ship was accordingly hove to. 
The wind remained a~ gale force (exception for short 
periods) until the afternoon of 26th December 7 and the 
swell remained heavy and of average length until the 
afternoon of 27th December . During this period the 
height of the waves was estimated to be about 25 feet 
from trough to crest and occasionally exceeded 30 feet . 
The highest wind velocity I recorded~ns force 8 , 
described as a fresh gale on the Beaufort Scale and 
falling within the limits of 34 to 4o knots ln speed . 
Rainfall was small and occasional showers of snow of 
short duration occurred . Air temperatures varied 
between limits of 390 and 460 F. and the sea temperature 
was practically constant at 400F, 

On the morning of 28th December a course was 
steered between the islands from 'lest to East and the 
Northern coast of Harion Island examined for a possible 
landine place . On this coast the most prominent and 
remarkable feature is Boot Rock, which derlves its name 
from its resemblance to a 'Jelling ton boot , a.nd rises to 
a height of 250 feet above sea level . An examination 
of the coast from the ship revealed no sign of habitation 
nor could the charted landing place be identified . 
During the day the wind again increased to gale force and 
the ship was once more hove to . On 29th December a 
further examination of the coast of llarion Island was 
made and finally a sheltered cove to the East of the 
charted landing place was selected for the landing, and 
the ship anchored about a mile off shore . The name 
11Transvaal Cove" has been assigned to the landing place 
in the ship 1 s log . · 

The Captain and a party drawn fron the ship 1 s 
company proceeded ashore , hoisted the Union .'lag and 
deposited the annexation document in a brass cylinder . 
On his return to the ship the Captain decided that no 
further landings would be made that day . 

Off the Northern coast of Marlon Island there 
is a belt of kelp about 50- 100 feet wide and 200 yards 
offshore . Owing to the difficulty of pulling a boat 
through tho kelp with oars , a line was erected between 
the shore and an anchor seaward of the kelp , and the boats 
hauled through the kelp on the line . This was 
completed early on 

? • I . .. 
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Rainfall was small and occasional showers of snow of 
short duration occurred . Air temperatures varied 
between limits of 390 and 460 F. and the sea temperature 
was practically constant at 4ooF . 

On the morning of 28th December a course was 
steered between the islands from \lest to East and the 
northern coast of Marion Island examined for a possible 
landing place . On this coast the most prominent and 
remarkable feature is Boot Rock , rhich derives its name 
from its resemblance to a lellington boot , and rises to 
a height of 250 feet above sea level . An examination 
or the coast from the ship revealed no sign of habitation 
nor could the charted landine place be identified . 
Durine the day the w.i.nd again increased to gale force and 
the ship was once more hove to . On 29th December a 
further examination of the coast of l:Srion Island was 
made and finally a sheltered cove to tho East of the 
charted landing place was selected for the landing, and 
the ship anchored about a mile off shore . The name 
"Transvaal Cove'' has been assigned to the landing place 
in the shlp ' s log . 

The Captain and a party drawn fro~ the ship ' s 
company proceeded ashore , hoisted the tJnion 'lag and 
deposited the annexation document in a brass cylinder . 
On hi~ return to the ship the Captain decided that no 
further landings would be made that day . 

Off the Northern coast of Marlon Island there 
is a belt of kelp about 50- 100 feet wide and 200 yards 
offshore . OWing to the difficulty of pulling a boat 
through the kelp with oars , a line was erected between 
the shore and an anchor seaward or tho kelp , and the boats 
hauled throueh the. kelp on the line . This was 
completed early on 
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Rainfall was small and occasional showers or snow or 
short duration occurred . Air temperatures varied 
between limits of 390 a.~d 460 F. and the sea temperature 
was practically constant at 400F. 

On the morning of 28th December a course was 
steered between the islands from lest to East and the 
Northern coast of Harian Island examined for a possible 
landing place . On this coast the most prominent and 
remarkable feature is Boot Rock , :hich derives its name 
from its resemblance to a !ellineton boot , and rises to 
a height of 250 feet above sea level. An examination 
of the coast from the ship revealed no sign of habitation 
nor could the charted landine place be identified . 
During the day the wind again increased to cale force and 
the ship was once more hove to . On 29th December a 
further examination of the coast of Harian Island was 
made and finally a sheltered cove to tho East of the 
charted landing place was selected for the landing , and 
the ship anchored about a mile off shore . The name { 
"Transvaal Cove" has been assigned to the landing place 
in the ship ' s log . 

The Captain and a party drawn fron the ship ' s 
company proceeded ashore , hoisted the Union lag and 
deposited the annexation document in a brass cylinder . 
On his return to the ship the Captain decided that no 
further landings would be made that day . 

Off the Northern coast of Marlon Island there 
is a belt of kelp about 50- 100 feet wide and 200 yards 
offshore . Owing to the difficulty of pulling a boat 
through the kelp l-rl th oars , a line was erected between 
the shore and an anchor seaward of the kelp , and the boats 
hauled throueh the kelp on the line . This was 
completed early on 
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short duration occurred . Air temperatures varied 
between limits of 390 and 460 F . and the sea temperature 
was practically constant at 4oor . 

On the morning of 28th December a course was 
steered between the islands from West to East and the 
Northern coast of !farion Island examined for a possible 
landing place . On this coast the most prominent and 
remarkable feature is Boot Rock , which derives lts name 
from its resemblance to a ~ellington boot , and rises to 
a height of 250 feet above sea level . An examina tion 
of the coast from the ship revealed no sign or habitation 
nor could the charted landing placo bo identified . 
Durine the day the wind again increased to gale f orcc and 
the ship was once more hovo t;o . On 29th December a 
further examination of the coast of Harion Island was 
made and finally a sheltered cove to the East of the 
charted landing place was selected for the landing , and 
the ship anchored about a milo off shore . The nB.I:le 
"Transvaal Cove" has been ass1encd to the landing place 
in the ship ' s l og . 

The Captain and a party drawn from the ship ' s 
company pr oceeded ashore , hoisted the Union .'lag and 
deposited the annexation document in a brass cylinder . 
On his return to the ship the Captain decided that no 
further landi ngs would be made that day . 

Off the Northern coast of Marion Island there 
is a belt of kelp about 50- 100 feet wi de and 200 yards 
offshore . Owing to the difficulty of pulJing a boat 
through the kelp wlth oars , a. line was erected between 
the shore and an anchor seaward of the kelp , and the boat 
hauled through the kelp on the line . This was 
completed early on 
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short duration occurred . Air temperatures varied 
between limits of 390 and 460 F. and the sea temperature 
was practically constant at 400F . 

On the morning of 28th December a course was 
steered between the islands from West to East and the 
Northern coast of Marion Island examined for a possible 
landing pl ace . On this coast the most prominent and 
remarkable feature is Boot Rock , which derives i ts name 
.from its resemblance to a ·:ellington boot , and rises to 
a height of 250 feet above sea level. An examina tion 
of the coast from the ship revealed no sign of habitation 
nor could the charted landing place be identified . 
Durine the day the wind again increased to gale force and 
the ship was once more hove to . On 29th December a 
further examination of the coast of l!arion Island 't/aS 
made and finally a sheltered cove to the East of the 
charted landing place was selected for the landing , and 
the ship anchored about a mile off shore . The name 
"Transvaal Cove 11 has been assigned to the landing place 
in the ship ' s log . 

The Captain and a party drawn from the ship ' s 
company proceeded ashore , hoisted the Union . •'lag and 
deposited the annexation document in a brass cylinder . 
On his return to the ship the Captain decided that no 
further landi ngs would be made that day . 

Off the Northern coast of Marion Island there 
is a belt of kelp about 50- 100 feet wide and 200 yards 
offshore . Owing to the difficulty of pulling a boat 
through the kelp with oars , a line was erected between 
the shore and an anchor seaward of the kelp , and the boat 
haulod through the kelp on the line . This was 
completed early on 
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short duration occurred . Air temperatures varied 
between limits of 390 and 460 F. and the sea temperature 
was practically constant at 4ooF . 

On the morning of 28th December a course was 
steered between the islands from West to East and the 
northern coast of ?!arion Island examined for a possible 
landing place . On this coast the most promlnent and 
remarkable feature is Boot Rock , which derives its name 
from its resemblance to a "ellington boot, and rises to 
a height of 250 feet above sea level . An examination 
of the coast from the ship revealed no sign of habitation 
nor could the charted landing placo be identified . 
Durlng the day the wind again increased to cale force and 
the ship was once more hove to . On 29th December a 
further examination of the coast of l!arion Island \ras 
made and finally a sheltered cove to tho East of the 
charted landing place was selected for the land:ing, and 
the ship anchored about a mile off shore. The nane 
" ransvaal Cove" has been assigned to the landing :place 
in the ship's log. 

The Captain and a party drawn from the ship ' s 
company proceeded ashore , hoisted the union lag and 
deposited the annexation document in a brass cylinder . 
On his return to the ship the Captain decided that no 
further landings would b~ made that day . 

Off the Northern coast of Marion Island there 
is a belt of kelp about 50- 100 feet wide and 200 yards 
offshore . Owing to the difficulty of pulJing a boat 
through the kelp with oars, a lino was erected between 
the shore and an anchor seaward of the lrnlp, and the boat 
hauled through the kelp on the line. This was 
completed early on 
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short duration occurred . Air temperatures varied 
between limits of 390 and 460 F. and the sea temperature 
was practically constant at 400F , 

On the morning of 28th December a course was 
steered between the islands from Test to East and the 
northern coast of Harion Island examined for a possible 
landlng place . On this coast the most prominent and 
remarkable f eature is Boot Rock , which derives its name 
from its resemblance to a 'ellington boot , and r i ses to 
a height of 250 feet above sea level . An examinatlon 
of the coast from the ship revealed no sign of habitation 
nor could the charted landing place be identified . 
During the day the wind again increased to eale force and 
the ship was once more hove to . On 29th December a 
further examination of tho coast of Itarion Island was 
made and finally a sheltered cove to tho East of the 
charted landing place was selected for the landing , and 
the ship anchored about a lililo off shore . The name 
"Transvaal Cove" has been assigned to the landing place 
in the ship ' s log . 

The Captain and a party drawn from the ship ' s 
company proceeded ashore , hoisted the Union •'lag and 
deposited the annexation document in a brass cylinder . 
On hie return to the ship the Captain decided that no 
further landi ngs would be made that day . 

Off the Northern coast of ~rion Island there 
is a belt of kelp about 5'0-100 feet wide and 200 yards 
offshore . Owing to the difficulty of pulling a boat 
through the kelp 'Tith oars , a line was erected between 
the shore and an anchor seawar d of the kelp , and the boat 
hauled through the kelp on the line . This was 
completed early on 
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Rain1·a11 was sma.1.J. tlU\A v ............ ~ ........ -

short duration occurred . Air temperatures varied 
between limits of 390 and 460 F . and the sea temperature 
was practically constant at 400F , 

On the morning of 28th December a course was 
steered between the islands from lest to Eust and the 
Northern coast of liarion Island examined for a possible 
landing place . On this coast the most prominent and 
remarkable feature is Boot Rock , which del'i ves its name 
from its resemblance to a 'ell1ngton boot , and rises to 
a height of 250 feet above sea level. An examination 
of the coast from the ship revealed no slgn of habitation 
nor could the charted landing place be identified. 
During the day the wind again increased to gale force and 
the ship was once more hove to . On 29th December a 
further examination of the coast of Harion Island \Jas 
made and finally a sheltered cove to tho East of the 
charted landing place was selected for the landing, and 
the ship anchored about a milo off shore . The na~e 
"Transvaal Cove" has been assigned to the landing place 
ln the ship's log. 

The Captain and a party drawn from the ship ' s 
company proceeded ashore, hoisted the Union ~lag and 
deposited the annexation document in a brass cylinder . 
On his return to the ship the Captain decided that no 
further landings would be made that day . 

Off the tforthern coast of Marion Island there 
is a belt of kelp about 50- 100 foet wide and 200 yards 
offshore . Owing to the difficulty of pulling a boat 
through the kelp w.i.th oars, a line was erected between 
the shore and an anchor seaward of the kelp, and the boat 
hauled through the kelp on the line. This was 
completed early on 
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Island, ba on the expre ocd condition not to l e 

any tr ceOf ite vioit • 

At the Conference on 2nd Dec b r , 1939, 

thoro 1ero present in'tor •lia the Per ncnt 

3eoretary of the Acndeny of oieno e, the 

Director o~ the uaeW!l of tural Hioto:ry, 

r pr ent tives of the H,Ydrogr pnio Services 

o tbe inistr of rinc, or tho rr tionol 

teorolo ic 1 Ctfice, o! tha Institute ot 

Ooc nographJ, of the Office ot iohorico ond 

of t e v l General Gt ft . !l'he t1Boug inville • 

v1oi~cd the Iel nd iD Janu ry, 19}9. 

:m 

1.d 

oa 



Extr ot from 11 All Seail de l' A t rt1 u.e 

Oro1 1or du 'Bougainv1lle' " by Dr. enc 

Je el. aria: diti on du ua um , 

57 rue C vier (ve), 194li 

! tio J . Di cover d by nc n , 

rion I l.Jln :v de oribed a 

tl1~0 p~~or to 1900; but it 

ranch po e ion on 

o re to h ve b com 

riti in o~ reoo t ot1v1t1oo . here does 

not , to l b en ny tre ty i n.ed on 

t • ubj ct nor D y to l ct of 

t po oion. 

lt th t ore bout 1900 Pren ch 

1110 er cl rea , in p sina, .. o the C er th t the 

blio u nothin to do 1th t t l oet ioland in t he 

01.1thern 0 19 . ince that d t tho iol d p 

ilc tty \ .nobru.1 ) un er r1 i h 1n'.fl'1 oe; bu it iB 

ow-iou t t I.LP to the proaent noment doubt till peroist 

ut 1 t tion Uty . 

Th ~oloni l d 1niatrot10ll dooe not count 

l"ion I l nd on r nch possco 1one, tor th 

I 

b 

1 

0 t 1 

r c0tlpr1Ge only the Crozete 

r o.len, t . ul nd terdarn tel nds . On 

nd, in rin oirclo there do s not appo r to 

cert inty th t t e ial nd o d initely b en 

d ithin the ritiah ire . A l cueeio e held 

o1nt d .a-1 th etin o t 

c n eronc o the cruise ot tho • 

Ono fr rfly therod the i pro ion th 

pre cnt were f r fro being in o r o ent . 

t po on 

vertheleas 

it dcci ed th t the ou 1nv1lle' hould o 11 t the 
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