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TO: 

P.111. 102/0
• 

TE.LEGRA • 

Secretary for Ext rn l ff ire, Pretoria . 
i Co issioner , London. 17th Juno, 1947. 

lo. 639. SEC T (Dell) 

Your 558. 

POLAR C l ITm. 
ucb regret. that ~nion authoT~ ics hove not 

yet had oppo~tunity of conside1ing question . 

.,,, --- .. 

Government of V!ctorla t n search for the mlealng "Weratah" 

made a thorough searer. of both islanas . Further visits 

wer e mnd.e in 1929, 1935 by the ''D1ecoveryII 11
, 1939 by the 

Frflnch sloop 11 Bougtiinv1lle 11 ond 1n 1940 by :1. :.'. . S, 11 Neotune 11 

but none of these expea1t1ons succeeded in land1n~ . 

2. In 1906 Dr . ~\B . Newton , a 9r1tleh subject, aunlled 

to the Colonial Office for a concees1on to work the 1ano 

deuos1ta then thought tr> eYlst on the Pr!nce Edward IBlllnds , 

Nothing could be round !n the Foreign Office or Adm1rglty 

Arch1vos to sho~ that the 1elande had evP.r been claimed by 

~ny Gr>vernment . £ncu1ry of the French 1overnment in 1907 

ei1c1ted the renly that oueratlons on these lslandA would 

be n motter or indifference to them. Dr . Newton was 

~ronted D lcnec for 21 yeere from February 1908 . At the 

t1mo the Colonial Office informed thC' Foreign O!'f1co th'-'t 

in the/ . . . . 
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SF.Cl& t . 

P. •• 102/ 2 . 

P R i T 0 R I A, 

7 JUN l(V\7 

CHll F OF THE G NERAL STAFF. 

Princ t Ed.w~rd I slnnds and Heard Island . 

I send you her ewith for your conaid•ration a 
copy or a minute , together with tho relevant annexure , 
addressed t o ~• by t he Political Secrot ory t o the 
High Commis sioner, London, on the 20th arch end ould 
be c lad to have your comments on the passages in 
pa~es 2 and 3 dealing ith the quo s ti~n of Prince Ednard 
Islands and Heard I sland. You ~111 no doubt be 
interested in the aspects of strategy and security . 

I am asking the Secretary ! or Transport f or his 
co~ ent s on the separate aspects or mctooro lo~y and 
civil air routes . 

P.· 

' 4 .\ 

ACTIIm SECRETARY ron EXT:l!!P.N/ L A AIR • 

A /l!.B 

------ -.,,• 

eny Gover nment . Snculrv of t he French l}overnment i n 190? 

cl i c l t ee the r eol y ti.a t ooer ations on t hese isle.nd A woul C. 

bo ~ mu t ter of i nd iffer ence t o t hem . Dr . Newt on was 

~r~ntod a lc~AC f or 21 year s f rom Febru~ry 1908. At the 

t l mo t he Colonial Off i ce inforMed the> Forolgn Offtco t h"' t 

i n the/ .. .. 
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TE.L.EG Rill • 

FRO.: 3ecretery for Ext(rn ld. f ir , 
T~: •i th Co issi rer, Lon on. 

17th 

tro . 639. SEC .. m (D -..) 

our 558. 

!CLAR C 1 ITTEE. 

retor· • 

t.ne, 19 7. 

ucb regret that Un~ n autboriti shave not 
yet had opportunity of consid in question. 

/:>.· 

.ACTltm SECRETARY FOR EXTBRIH.L I\ ,JR • 

A /hB 

---- -.., 
rny Government . Enculr: of the French ~ovcrnment in 190? 

elicited the renly that oneratione on these islanda woul~ 

be ~ matter or lnd1fference to t hem . Dr . Newton was 

~r~niod a le~Ac for 21 yeere from Febru~ry 1908 . At the 

tlmo t he Colonial Office 1nfor."led tho Fol"o1gn Office thet 

in the/ . ... 



P . M. 102/(1. 

61'CBEiT . P R E T 0 R I A, 

-

1 7 J 

Tiffi Sf.CBfTARY FOR TRANSPORT . 

Prjnce Ed\'igrd lsland~ and Heard lslnpd . 

I send you herewith for your consideration a copy 
of a minute together with the relevant ann xure, addressed 
to me by tho Political Secretary, to the High Commissioner, 
london, on the 20th ~arch and ould be glad to have 
your comments on the passages in pa~eo 2 and 3 deoli~ 
with tho que~tion or Prince Edward Islands and Heard Island. 
You will no doubt be interested in both the meteorological 
as eet and in the reference to tho possibility of a direct 
air service bet een the Union and Australia . 

l am asking the Chief of tho General Staff for his 
cooments on the separate aspect or strategy ond security. 

/~-1 ~ --
1~- ~:l 

.. 

ACTlt1G SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFF.AlRS . 

pny Government. Encuir" of the French f'lovornment 1 n 190? 

elicited the renly that onerat_ons on these 1slanda woulc 

be n matter or indifference to them. Dr . Newton was 

~r~ntod a lc~Ac for 21 years from Februnry 1908. At the 

t1mo tho Colonial Office informed tho Foreign Offtco th~t 

1n the/ . ... 



COPY/&:H. 
tv P M. 102/2 . 

stcm;r. 

P RE T 0 R I A, 

1'1th June, lV4'1. 

CHI~ or 'I'll& GEJIERAL STAJ'r. 

Pringo Edyard I1lanA• and Hoar4 Inland. 

I send you herewith tor 7our consideration a 
oopy of a minute

1 
__ to~ether with the relevant Bnnexure, 

ad~reeeed to me oy the Political Secretnr7 to the 
High Commiee1oner, London, on the ~oth Mnroh ~nd would 
be glad to· have your oommente on th~ PaBA~gen 1n 
pagee 2 and 3 dealing with the Question of Prince Edvard 
Islands and Heard Island. You will no doubt be 
1ntereete~ in the aepeots or strategy and aecur1t7. 

I a• asking the Seoretnry r or Transport t~~ h1~ 
comments on the sP.p~rate aope cts of met nr ology an~ 
civil Air rout~s. 

(sgd . l A.M. HAMILTa.. 

f or ACTING S~CRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS . 

£>ny Governrr.ent . Snculrv of the French ~overnment 1n 1907 

cl1c1 tee the r e"Dly that o"Derat.:.ons on these islands would 

be ~ matter or lnd~fference to t hem . Dr . Newton was 

~rDntod a l eaRc for 21 years from Febru9ry 1908, At the 

time the Colonial Office lnforrrnd tho Foro1gn Offlco thl' t 

1n the/ ... . 



Wru so rocd om ondcrsttandt nomm" "" 
anrwoard 11 •ermdd 

Telearamadret 
T~l•&••Phlc Mlfreu "DflCHlllP' 

In reply pleu~ qUOI, 

No. L. G. S. 34/22. 

SU10.AFRIKA.-~~Jf4 errSOUTH AFRICA. 

::05THOOFKWARTH!R, 

GENERAL HEAOQUARTC:RS, 

PRETORIA. 

St;C..rtET 2Utb June , 1947. ----

S.l!:\..Rt-1.htlf .rurt u.1..i:.tt~AL HF~·,,.1.n:::> . 
------~-~-------------------

"f.. Your P. M. lu2/6 of 17tn June, 1° 47 
refers . 

ttpart : rom its economic valu~, accurate 
weat~er forecasting is of the gre~test importance 
in warfare and this factor a.lone from the General 

' Steff poinl of view is more thw1 sufficient to 
press a claim for .Prince .c.dward lsland. 

Pasaea t 

c 
- '\ \~ --

),4-

f'n'/ Government . 

/) .,,rJJ 

~ Vo.J"tr Glil~RAL. 
t,;HII!:F UF '.LHJ!. u11.N1kttL :)TAFE'. 
r--------- -----------

@> t4, (.. . f--4-" { ._N ~ ,._ A • :X} 

r~-

Enc•tlr" of the French '}overnrr:en t ln 190? 

elicited the r enly that oncrations on these 1slandA would 

be n mutter of 1nd1fference to them. Dr . Newton was 

Rront od a l cuAc f or 21 years from Febru~ry 1908. At the 

t1mo t he Colonial Office inforMed the> Foro1gn Off cc t hr t 

in the/ .. .. 



UNION o• IOUTH Al'lllCA. 

MINISTll'f OP TUNl•OAT. 

UNll YAN IUIDoAf'IUllA, 

MIN.-nllll YAN ,,_'I/OU. 

llilj. • • u . 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT-DEPARTEMENT VAN VERVOER 

S :CR~ • 

· c ,.. er t r. O"' 
PRT" ORL-•• 

4th 

t ... rw. l .pr ir ' 

PrinN• ru.war l Islan~ nd i · rd 
! slond . 

· 'i th referenc to your in tt "o . P. • . lCZ/2 of 

t'1e 17 t June , 1947, .,. · w.v to infor j'O' t:.t "t !.~ cons.:.dered 

t' ~t tri c ~ ar!i ~slnnd5 1ould not o ly lH o 

T"' ior. S 11t lso o_· 

i t' c vent of , dir ct rir rout • i 

r "out' .fr. C' nno. us tr li' , C. i i 

t.10 nrpr.rt ert is of tne crinion t.1 t 

.... 

:l"' to -:he 

cti~n 

o t ic islanC::.S 

eny Government . Encuiry of the French 'lovernment in 190? 

elicited the renly that onera tlone on thes e islands would 

be n matter or indifference to them. Dr . Newt on was 

~rent ed a l coAc for 21 yeera from Febru~ry 1908 . At the 

timo the Colonial Office informed tho Foreign Offtco thpt 

in t he / .... 
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•• 102/2 • 

p R T 0 P. I 

The High CoII!rlisa1oncr for the 
union of South Africa, 

L 0 Ji J> 0 N. 

• 

Prince Ed ard Islnnds and I ard Islond. 

Plea rcfor to your ~!nut o. 19/88/2 of 
tho 20th 'arch, dcalin int r 110 Tiith di~cusDions in 
tho Polar Co~~ittcc on the d sir b111tY or attaching th 
Prince Ed~ard Islands to the l'nion of r.outh Africa . 

This question has b en rcf orr~d to th cpart­
conccrned and their co ~ nt oho o hst the islando 

.ould not only b of use o th Union ac the s1te for a 
t oroloeical station, but loo for direction finding in 

th event or a dir ct cir rout bcinr, stnblishcd bet oen 
outh Africa and Austrnlic. 111tary consider tione olso 

indicate the desirability Of proc din further With tho 
proposal to strengthen tho cloi of the United Y.1ngdon 
or of tho Union of routh Atrica ~ sovor 1gnty over the 
islands . 

Intordoport~ nt 1 discue ions ere still pro-
CEl dinr, but you should inform th Folnr Co ittoo of tho 
co nto iv n abov nd ask wh t er tho vi n of th 
United in do de rt ents cone rned could be d avoil­
abl at an orly dato. In this rPgnrd you will recall 
th t • . Syers inti t ot th lest oot1n of th 
Folar Co 1ttce thnt h as end avour1ng to oac rtain 
the vi s or th appropric.t Unit d To.in do authorities 
as to how th British Co...,..onw nlth cla1 to th islonds 
could b st b sub~tantiat d. 

SECR TARY 0 U [RNAt. AFFAIRS . 

DBS/ "EB . 
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United Kingdom Governn:ent to strengthening its inchoate claims 

in that area, the Polar Committee in November 1945' invited the 

Foreign Orflce and the Colonial Office to examine the qtestion 

whether lt was not desirable that the Prince Edward Islands 

should be attached to a part of the British Couunonwealth for 

administrative purposes . As a result of comments received it 

Vias suggested that the islands might either be attached to the 

Fa~lkland Island Dependa.ncies or ceded to the Union of Souto 

Africa. It should be noted, however , in connection with the 

first alternative , that the distance between the Frince Edward 

Islands and the Fa~lkland Islands is some 4,000 miles as com­

J;ared Vlith 1,200 miles fro1t South Africa . 

The United Kingdom Government have decided that 

there would be no objection to the Union Government "acquiring" 

the Prince Edward Islands should they wish to do so and they 

are examining the legal steps which "·ould be needed before the 

transfer or cession (if such it can be calJed) would take place . 

Union Government Folicy . 

Union Government Policy to the above proposal has not 

yet been defined but the departments con~erned are all in faVCllr 

of takine whatever steps are practicable to establish a South 

African claim to these islands . A decision is now required 

from the Governrrent ~hether or not South African claims should 

be pressed . The decision is of some urgency in as much as a 

reply~ to be returned to the application for a sealing 

licence to orerate in the islands . The issue of such a licence 

does, in part , denote the exercise of sovereignty and the 

United Kingdom authorities, to whom the application has been 
c{e,../erl"i""Cj 

addressed, are for the time being c?ANtw1t4.ng their reply. 

Recorr.mendations / ••• 

~-- ~-

I . 
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impressed with the strategic importance of the islands from 

the point of view of meteorological services and considers 

this factor a l one more than sufficient to justify the estab-
o.. c.l~ln"\ l•o 

lishment of soverei gnty over the Prince Edward Islands . '\',lhile 
" no proper expl oration of the possibilities has been made , i t 

is the opinion of British exper ts that a landing strip for 

air craft could be lai d down on one of the islands . The South 

African Department of Tr ansport consider s that the islands 

would not only be of use to the Union as a site for a meteoro­

l ogical station but also for di r ection finn i ng in the event cf 

a direct air route being established between South Africa and 

Australia . 

From a naval point of view the islands have no 

strategic importance as they are of no use either as bases or 

even for shelter . 

Economic Importance . 

Experience seems to have shown that the islands have 

little or no economic importance . No Guano has been found and 
~f (·t..r 

the sealing proved to be unprofitabl e w~ 1930. The lar ge 

,, .rr1 increase in the price of oil and skins since that date , and i n I 
· .-~~ c/1. particular a gener al shortage of oil , may, however , make seal :lnf 

{i-- ·~ /~Per' I""' of more importance in the fUture . An application for sealing 
i,,c. / ,/" licences to operate in the islands has recently been made to 

the Cnited Kinedom Government and this may be an indication 

that sealing is no\'1 more profitable . Although no minerals have 

been discovered the islands have not yet been examined by a 

competent geologist . 

Proposal to ceae the Islands to the Union of South Africa . 

As a result of the v1artin:e and post war revival of 

interest in the Antarc t ic and the importance att ached by the 

United I ..... . 

- -- - - ~-----~-

' ' 
I I r 
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to legislate for the territory, to issue whaling or other 

licences, to arrange occasional visits, to appoint Magistrates 

or generally exercise the functions of sovereignty . In other 

words little or no weight now attached to discovery; the re-
I 

qulrements of effectiveness of possession are now greater and 

the necessity of continuity of effective possession is now 

emerging almost as a new requirement of international law". 

On the basis of the above opinion the Polar Committee 

in London decided that it was extremely doubtful whether any 

but an inchoate British title now exists and that should the 

islands be formally annexed , the annexing power would have to 
Vil I (•e,d_ 

arrange at least that they should be VJMYted and to exercise 

some form of effective control. 

Strategic Importance of the Islands . 

In U.ay 1944 the United Kingdom Air Ministry con­

sidered the situation in the Antartic from the point of view 

of atr transport . The Air staff concluded that "the Antarctic 

if suitably developed might make possible an air route from the 

United Kingdom to Australia and the Pacific via South Africa . 
' This would probably require the establishment of staging points 

on the Prince Edward Islands and JJacquarie Island , as well as 

at several points on the Antarctic continent . Such a route 

could indeed be of first rate importance if the main Empire 
~(I""'; W'\6.:c,-: <I"'­

route to the East was broken by enemy occupation or i:alvJ,~Q 

of India or of some other essential link" . As this contingency 

was at the time a remote one the Air Staff did not recommend 

development of the route but it is a contingency which must now 

be studied with much more serious attention , in view of the 

present situation and possible developments in India and the 

Middle East . The South African Chief of General Staff i s 

impressed/ ••••• 

-=,--- -, . 

. I I I 
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11 
Company of Cape Town" . This British Company, a subsidiary of 

Irvin and Johnson (S.A. ) Ltd., was granted exclusive whaling, 

sealing, guano and mineral rights. The terms of the lease 

included permission to display the British flag as occasion 

might require in proof of occupation and the obligation to 

erect a navigational beacon . By request or the Company the 

lease was terminated in 1934 , the Company stating that they 

had not exercised their rights under the lease since 1930 and 

that conditions had developed which prohibited use being made 

of these rights ; no minerals or guano had been found and the 

price of oil made elephant sealing unprofitable • 

. :o 
The question of legal title..: the Islands . 

There appears to be some doubt whether t he United 

Kingdon Government possessed a good title to the islands in 

1934 (the date when the last lease was terminated). Even if 

it is considered that this title existed in 1934 there remains 

a doubt whether the islands may not now be regarded as having 

been abandoned and as having reverted to the situation of terra 

nullius . 

The legal aspect of territorial sovereignty has been 

summarised by the Legal Adviser to the Foreign Office as fol-

lows: 11Clains to territorial sovereignty may be divided into 

three catagories: 

(a) Claim by virtue of discovery, which gives inchoate 
right of short duration . 

(b) Claim by virtue of formal act of annexation, again 
giving inchoate right , effective only for a limited 
reriod to perfect a claim by administration. 

(c) Completed claim by occupation, i.e . by the establishment 
~nd maintenance of the necessary administration. 

In this connection the standard of what constitutes effective 

occupation and control must vary with the material conditions 

of the territory concerned . It is no longer sufficient mer ely 

to I ..... 

--- I 

i I 
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1 the islands were never formally annexed before the leas~ was 

granted. Dr. Newton, however , never hoisted the British flag 

nor did he occupy the islands or make any other use of his 

concession. 

In 1909 the Southern Sealing Company of Cape Town 

advised the Acting High Commissioner for South Africa that 

they had established a settlement of twenty men on 'arion 

Island for the purpose of collecting elephant seal oil and 

skins and that they owned a small steamer which was being used 

to maintain communication with Cape Town. The Governor of the 

Cape Colony informed the Foreign Off ice of these developments 

and was instructed that in view .of the licence granted to Dr . 

Newton in 1908 the islands "must be considered as already under 

British sovereignty" . 

In 1910 it v1as pointed out that the Legal Adviser's 

opinion was based on erroneous premises, that the action grant­

ing a lease had not been made effective by sufficient acts of 

occupation, and that the island had never ceased to be terra 

nullius . 

In 1910 in reply to an enquiry whether the islands 

were British territory the Norwegian Government were informed 

that a licence had been granted to Dr. Newton and that the 

United Kingdom Government were not prepared to grant a licence 

to more than one applicant. In reply to a similar enquiry from 

the French Government in the same ~~Qit was stated that the ,.... 

islands had been annexed and were under British sovereignty. 

In reply to an enquiry from the German Government in 1928 it 

was stated that the islands had been annexed in 1908 and that 

a 21 year licence had been granted to Dr . Newton . 

In 1926 the islands were leased by the United Kingdom 

Government for ten years to the "Kerguelen Sealing and Oiling 

Company/ ••••• 

- - ~ 
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POSSIBLE ESTABLISHMENT OF SOUTH AFRICAN 
SOVEREIGlfl'Y OVER PRINCE ED~': ARD ISLANDS. 

Geography and History. 

The two islands of this group, Marion and Prince 

Edward, are situated 1,200 miles south east of the Union . 

They were discovered by the Frenchman 'Marion-Dufresne in 

January 1772. In 1776 Captain Cook sailed between the two 

lslands and gave them their present names. From 1802 onwards 

the group was visited by American and British sealers, but 
l:."t:• vi.t:l·l 

very little definite information about tA6m has survived. 

During the nineteenth century soundings off shore were made by 

British and French vessels . In 1873 a party from a British 

naval vessel landed on Marion Island for a few hours. In 1910 

the "Wakefield" v1hich had been chartered by the Government of 

Victoria to search for the missing ''Waratah" made a thorough 

search of both islands. Further visits were made in 1929, 

1935 (by the "Discovery II"), 1939 by the French sloop "Bougain­

ville" and 1940 by H.M.S. "Neptune" but none of these expedi­

tions succeeded in landing. 

In 1906 Dr. W.B. Newton, a British subject, applied 

to the Colonial Office for a concession to work the guano de­

posits then thought to exist on the Prince Edward Islands . 

Nothing could be found in the Foreign Office or Admiralty 

Archives to show that the islands had ever been claimed by any 

Governcent. Enquiry of the French Govern~ent in 1907 elicited 

the reply that operations on these islands would be a mat t er of 
r.:\:-> ,,. 

~~ ~ indifference to them . Dr . Newton was granted a lease for 21 t',-. V":J 

~ .> y ~/ years from February 1908. At the time the Colonial Off ice in-
~ 

formed the Foreign Office that in the opinion of their Legal s./)~~ 
J ·'"~ Advisers, "the granting of a lease and the hoisting of a British ..r ..,f 

-!' .,,,t ~.'> flag by the occupier were tantamount to annexa t ion" . Consequently 
,.. j ~ .. , 

_.... - I :; 
J>" ·~YI)'- \:.ef ::-.; 11' ;-• 

-;." ~ ..._. 
'(;~ ~.,: .,.Y ,,.•) (_v /JJ . 
i\ .;~ Y1.r \0 II 
" r '> ... 

v \.'t> 

the/ ••••• 
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DB::I/ D 

p . • 102/2 . 

PRE.TO I 

"' I -

TID .. P bIDEL'I , CO'J CIL l'OR iJCU.NTIFIC 
:> Il.Dl.i,,;1 RIAL RCH: 

0 (Jl/.!'f! 
OVl:.R PR! ~CE 

copy t s attsched of a memorandum on th above subject 
h1~h h ~ be n pr pared 1n this lJ£Jp 1'tn:ent . 

2 . Xou .111 note froir. tho concluding par :roph that ~he 
Uni on lrov rl1l!!ent is r.o\• required to def114e 1 ts pol i cy in 
t his cmtter . 10 enable th attor to ~ pi·oporly c onsidered 
in ab1net it 1s d sir d to co~pile a or aet 1lcd analysi s 
s tting out in full the advantal,es and d:1.Gaavcrnta os . hich 
1ght accrue to t~e ~nion should the su ostcd policy be 

pursued, end ossessir the . ractico l po s1Lil1 tles cf putt i ng 
such a policy lnto effect . 

3. ny contribution to consiaerl! ti on of tnis que~tion 
which you re able to r.iaKe lYOUld bo r 1.1tly ap~ r cle t od by 
thi teporti:Jent . 

4 . Other D pa~tments concerned arc bcin osKed t o pr epare 
sim1l i· a sGos sruonts and on rece1 pt of ol l the .re l evant a.a t a 
it 1s proposed to convene a IDeet1ng for rur thor discus sion 
cbout th end ot October . I t would be a pf r ciated , ther ef or e , 
if yoUI· views c ould re ch me boforo the 29tb c tobor. 

b RE ,y 

.l u.L IS n 'UU.L Q v.:; 
.41 1ve ro h 
J.l be 1 valve • 

4 . vt o~ DepartIJ nts c cern•d d to pr pare 
si 11 1• as cssmcnts and 011 receipt of oll th r levant d t 
it 1s ro oscd to convcn meeting ror :furth r d1.scusa1on 

b ut t e end or ctober . It w ld b r c1 t d, th re-
f ore, 1f your views could reach m for the 29th October • 

nw . 
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p 0 R I t 

T•o co11c~ nrc at~ chca of a c -or u~ n th 
obovo subject hich hJs b en r- p r d in this D portmcnt . 

2. You \'Jill n~tc fro tht. cc.nc.u .1.r~ p 1· br rh that 
the Union Ccv rn ont is no r uir~J to ,fin its olicy 
in this tter. .o enable the tt r to e r.rop tly 
cor.sid red in C bir.ct it 1 d~~1rod to c pile ~ore 
detailed antlysi~ ottinc out in !ull the dv nt gas end 
di dv nt s .hich ~i lt accru to tho ~~ion should the 
sugc tcd iolicy be 1ursu d, ond s es~in& the practical 
possibilities of i~tting such polic/ into ffect. 

3. ro th1~ end it oul be approci tod if ~ou ould 
indly r n c for the rcpar tion of such e docu ont 

d sling with the importance of tho i lon s fro n 
econo~ic t n.~o1nt, r. rtlcul rly in re ~ro to sool1 
poo 1b111tica. In this connect1 n yo~ will no doubt 
b inter ted t n tc th t tr. r-i.1c.t1on tor ~eoling 
l1cenc referred to in ~ h l2 of the ac o~ nyiug 

or ndu cmenat ...,. !'rom L.1. . l r - urt, c/o Dent 
nd uoo1w1n, y.v. ~ox 1 ~o n. ny in!or t1on 

you y h ve bo~t tl1 n nd th L c. r und to 
his pro os d ct1 v1 ties, rui. 
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UR 1 

on th 
D ~ rtment . 

ro~b t.hat 
its ·1>ol1 cy 

e r:ro~e1 ly 
pile a mor 

4. oth r De1 rtmonts concern d ar b in as ed to 
r ~are si 11 r e~ses- ent~ and on ~ c ipt of 11 the 

r lev ct data it is proposed to con en a ting for 
furth r j cussion ab ut the end of ctober . It wowld 
b p rcclot d, the1cf r , if your vi could reach m 
b for th 29th Octobe1•. 
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1r, 

I ir cte... ~ the 1gh ie ion r 

tor t nit d Y.1113d.OI't to refer to hi ch 

'JI u 0 ccrets17 of t t f 01• t?ic 

Colonic on th ~~th July vna th u~ot o [lY1 

ror e acsl1n lie nee in the ~ar1on end r1 ce 

word I lttr croup. 

tn rcpl¥ I u: to 1nrorn: 1 u t t 1our 

plication 1 till un 1• coru id r tion i t et 

• 

tu.rt r lett r ill b n r s o y.Ju iri u cours • 

1 r.n: , 1r, 

Your CJ oJ.1 nt rve. t, 

( { ) ,J. It 
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copy 
c/o D nt & Good 1n {C o){l•ty) Lt • , 

P.O. OX J.4..1.6, 
CU> TChi , 3 . ICA. 

25t July, 1947. 

The Una ' s crot r~ ot "'t tc for tho Colonies, 
cm1ng Btre t. 

LO l , U. . 1. 

Sir, 

I respectfully beg to a;ppl.y for o. five yeo.r 
conceoo1on for sealing on the arion and Prince d.ard 
!eland grou.v 1n the Southern Indian Ocean. 

I have oev ral goodm oeaworthy boato at m.v disposal, 
ae ell a th financial. roaourcea to undert t thio 
venture, and, ohould oomc be auc~usoful, I am pr pared 
to pay any royo.ltioa which mny be levied in this 
connoction. 

Ky full name 1a Lindsay Hilton Clare- Burt, (l.Jld I nm 
a British subject, born of Britieh parents, and my 
birthplace no Aucklruid, Nei7 Ze land. 

My ar service includoa contracting to Hio Uajesty' o 
Royal Nnvy and tho South At'rionn Navy in regard to 
repairs to their veaeela, etc., 

In v1 of the orld shortage of oile a.nd t tc, I 
trust, Sir, that you will con.aider my appl1c tion 
favourably, and grant me tb.c concoe ion, so t t I nay 
exploit the poso1b111tie of obt ininr; tho above 
co od1t1ea from these iol nde. 

Th.ariking you in nticip t1on o. your kind 
cona1deration1 

Yours ta1thtu1ly, 

{8gd.) L. H. Claro-Burt. 

---

D~I D 

KH. 

1 on 

vi 

oUcy 
1 

n:S 
th 

teal 

~ 

'!& tn 
Lo 
l 
~r 

' 

" 

l • 



or t 

lc1p tlo tor ur 

I 
I 

vi 

'Ol1CJ 
1 
e 

nd 
th 

ic l 

d 
DI 1n 
to 
1 red 

KH. of 
n 

DfAJ/ D ... .l l "'• 

I i 



/58 

lly eer .,olc, 

OFFICE OF THE HICH COMMISSIONER 
FOR THE UNITED ICINCDOM , 

PRETORIA . 

J J - octob r, 1~47. 

At tnu au estion of thQ co onwealth 
Relation~ u flee I urr: sonuine; you - in the ho.e thvt 
you oro the ri~ht person - copies o· t10 l~ttero 
addressed oy a 1·r . L .}' . Clor1::-.ourt o.f C o ~o,m to 
tho Colonial Office, apl-'lyin0 .. or a uual1n0 lice11ce 
in the l~erion and Prince .l!iU.Ward !;;land cJruup. I olso 
~ncloae o cop.f of' the intorin: ruply Hhicll \IC hove nu t 

scmt to l~r . Burt . 

'.L'he reason .for this tcrr.pori.,.ine is thot, 
as y..>u nill lmo.1 , the f'uture of' 'l(heoo ialanus corr.c 
Ul1iler ..i.iacuesion at the 1 eet 1llJ on }(.arch 1,3th of' the 
Polor Corad. ttee in London, which you attt:inded. Since 
than en interu.e. artrr.ental i eting was held in Lon..ton et 
which it ,70s u.eciJ.ed that no obJection / uld be seen to 
thE; .:>Outh .ti.:fr1can and Australian Govcrnr ents ' cqu1r1J1L'' 
Prince .i...d'ftaro. and Heard Islano.o respectively shoul they 
wioh to do so . 

J'oreover, as you ill .1•obouly no 1, S 1.1.th 
Africo Ho1.1se i.ave recently .ri t~n to tl <;; Co n:o l ealth 
.olotio 16 c.,ffice to 1 .fern: tl .. err. t at the Unio.1 t;;. ert1 .c ts 

c..> 1c rn d are no consi ... c;rin,.: ~l ether the Prince d .• ard 
Isl nus st,uuld be oc _uired oy tr1ei ; a u.. in c.:> sel,.1.tence 
the Uni tcd l.in..,uoL. outhori ti~s t.r ex il in.., t 1e ... tr ·n..;th 
of' t ie ir m n title to tl.e Iul nus n the lee l stcpo 
1hich ..>ulu. 'Ut: n e..i.ed bef'ore the tra 1sfcr ( i cl it c n 

be called) , oul.i ti.u e • lace . 

In the circwt:stanca a rt: 11.; to l r . urt on 
the linos of rr.y htter s E.n.cd. the or.J.y couroo thut coulu 
prop~rly be odo.ted. 

:::> . • t:)(JU:; .... s . , 
:> c:P, .... 'I - v.1; ..:.1 • .: .... '<I:r.L J\.PJ:t'1.:RS, 

PRL"l'DRIK. 
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