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n,.. con tro.. ov r 
n ~ut o r the 

n.l con •in· oth r 
dl.: end OH t ic. J.'Cport 

. , on the preli ni?mry 
ilitico rind other 

~ c.ir Cut. tc ~f hv 
.osi ... io. • ftcr this gig nic 

opcr'!tion they \Ii ll cert inly re.. · b ttor no..,i tion than .nyone 
1.:lGu to oo• Li tc Just :JW mch i + .: :rorth l'ickin troublu in th 
di ffcr1.:n t :lr1.:o.c outside thi;: 1' alklrm:l 1 lunJ. Dl -pend ncies . 

4 . I nM inclined to think th th J.. ric '110 m .y hovu in ~nind 
a for1ll!ll cl'lirn covering the who:c. .... tctor frv1 thu \h .. ot1,,;rn ound'lry 
of the Fallcland tcl:mds :::>~nendoncie (lone. Boo Vi . ) , wcotwnric to 
Adelia !.'lnd (lon • 14~0 E . ) . E'lstw ri.., of thio , rcn Ronna ' n 
expedition 11ay vxtuna. nnd consolia. tc this cl.iin (U.espitc ull 
denials), and westwards thQir i•cport.; of occusional flit:;i1ts ovc1· 
W ... 11.ua Lnnd and P1·incuss Elizab1.:th L .1 (whu1•u :!:11..,worth l"l~du 'l 

U. S . cl im in 19.59) cug;:rcet the ac '\.. rin ~ of fu1·th r b"rP'. ini !l£" 
count rs . Thus~ latter flights r._ r to h<vc be n 3du dcs~ito 
A~nir"l Byrd ' s public st ' nt th t no vi.it to Au·trc.li::m 
tcrri tory \ms cont" .plc.t 

5 . A c l!lil • ov r oucn .. wid r" 1oulJ. le vu lcn ty of room 
fo1· b'lr-· inill · ~ l ut undoubtedly N"~' Zc l .nu. .•oul st _nd to loso 
;est . Le lly, it is indisput·clc th t thL JJlli..ric .ns hC'VC cquired 
inchcnt i•i,.hts to the. whole of th<..: co st' 1 r\.. ~ ~:l .iuch inl~d 
turritory 1:1 th UJicl L ~u i' cil"'ic occtor. lo country could contest 
U is . "'h1.,; oth r r1..n.:3 ru more disput le, but it r.li ht \7 11 be 
rg~w th t ~Y British inchoate or stron .... r ri hta c ired in them 

h v. l psc. • 

6 . o t of' the. ,~ 101·ican t~ok forct 'ill be; bac1~ in 
thu uni tu Gt t..-.., by C'" rly or . :i April. ':'l.c ,,, JCric .n .Presa 
r<..p..::>rt havu vc.vcr l timDS , :idc rd'cr..:ncc to th" f ct th t on their 
i·-turn of icl'll cl'lims \;ill 1:c i:;ut forw rt r...,eult of the 
discoveries ·, · , .md this is con ... irn .... d fror.1 oth r nourc\..C . We 
sl.1ould, I thinl., uxpcct soi.e offici l J.,mcricc.n 11ronounc;o1. .. nt o.bout 
tr.air ottitu c na. c.:lair:m somctiuc during tho next .ionLh 01· two . 

7 . ... ~ hilv th1.> 11Tirncc 11 of 1st m1rch r_,ro1•t th t on 8th 
Fcbrun.ry th Ar 1.:ntinc Fore;i -n m111stvr s id in 1ontc.:v1 QO thnt 
'Ar ontin~ c.nd Chile propos1.:d to isouu ~ joint invi+ tton to a.n 
int ·rn tion l confercncv ... n Bue.nos Air s to 'l clJ. th le. l cl .i.is 
of varlou n tionu to l• .. n 1 in the. Ant retie . 'fh-.. Unit Kin don 
roul 1:. .nvi t...,u in virtu~ of h .... r cl ir:'l£ and th<.. rni t 3 t t"o 'lS on 
~rican country. 11 This is nothin~ l~'i , but it y pruciplt(...to 
r tturc , rind it i in ·.ny t..vant lil.cly to a""t n ny Ar.leric· n 

nnounc-- ic..n t . 

( S - • } . . Rel. rts, 

l' r1,;i Otfic .. !,csc.~rch 
D rtr.1cn t . 

'tt.1 • rch, 1947. 



l . '/her i.S all t.he c rli r of!ici 1 nt t~nmto about 
ope~ t.:.on '"ti ·h Ju.'Tlp" (tho Af, ric .J1 .. in the 
Ant retie) ... ti· ca thr..t its obj ... ct w 'r'lri qri l to tent naval 
Lqu11 nt :.nd ... raonn l in )01 r conditiono, lr.10st 11 the 
later pr1..cs reports now e, pha iz tr t thv first obj ct i · to 
"bolster" .American clc.ins and th t the.. t ots Clr only 
oucondary consic.J.crotion . Tnio ic wt.'lt \'IO ':.llVI ys suopcct d . 
Th1.. volume of comnent to this ·1'1 ct in th" .Ancric n 1)r ss is 
v ry conoid..,rablc and is cl'~atinr; .... 1 tuation i'rom \?hat it 
rrill be diff1cul t for the Sta to !:>op rtricnt to Hi thdl''.r::, vcn 
in the Wllikcly . , th:i t the. y 1 ti. ;ht Hi sh to do .... o . So much 
otando out cl~· rl. . 'Nh9.t thc.r h v.., ctu'J.llY done 01· whcr ... they 
have be..:n ir. muc~... .. c aifficul t to dioc11tun3lc fl'OM the 
vacuo and con tr'1d1c tory reports . 

2 . A shore. station h::ic been est bllshed (nnd \1ill 
cviclcntly l u occupied during the corrl.n An to.retie .inter) ut 
"Li tt::..c Ar: ric " in the Foss Dcp n ency . Thti .... hip ... ar~ no.v 
yrup ring to il nort· g in . The or~~ covcr .... d by flights 
t.piJO r..... t.o ex:• nd ovt r the 1holc of' the Ros" Dcpcn <.;.1cy 
{c ntr l roup), J(l}';l;.;S W. I:ll .. :morth Lund 'll'ld M"ri Byrd Lnnd 
(e tern croui ), c.nd the e stcr~ ·cctor of the Australian 
Ant. retie Tc.1."ritory (\,'o.; tern group) . Airer 1't 1rom the lattc.r 
group ~re r~portcd to have flo\m over il.cs L::.nd ond 
Princ~ss Elizob~th Lund in th<.; Austr li:.n Antarctic Territory 

n1. over Princo.;..,o R cnhild L nd in the Nor\'./e ion ector. In 
f ct the only Clctor not visited is th Folkl,m Islan"l.s 
Lepcndcncic~ . This is perhaps ... ir;nific'lllt . 

3 . In dcciuincr our own policy I thinL ~re need c. 
11v1orking hypothcsi s 11 of prob bli;;; A;. ricnn policy . Fro n a 
consider tion of '111 the ev1d •nee, MY r,u<..s is that the task 
force hod instructions to I.cup out of the F !llclimd Is:i.WldG 
Dcnendcncics but to build up grounJ.s f'or ·rn of'ficie.l clulm in 
o'thcr nrc.rin, :ll'r.Jn .. d ir. the fol lowin ... order of >riori ty :-
( ) P cific sccto1·, (b) <"stern Roos Dependency, (c) v·ct~rn 
Ross Dcpendoncy, (d) uast<.;rn s<.;ctor or the Austr li m Antarctic 
Te1·ri tory, ( ) Uilk .... s L.md ".nil. "Amcric·m Hi hl·mtl" (hint rlo.nc.l 
of Princosa Eliz~lcth L'lTld) in the wo~t ... rn ... ctor of the 
Austr::i.li"'n Ant retie Territory, (f) any oth r "r1,;'lB within 
flyinrr di.,tnnc~ of' the "ircr .ft c rri re . Of th ac r 'lO the 
Amcric ill.S c :i b c confiiunt of "ct tin ( . ) \Ii thout nuch .1·gumcnt 
if thuy w:mt i . They h~vc n trong c sc for {b) ni 
comp ... r tiv ly ,,..,,..: o.1e f'or the othe;r rcns, but 11 \ ould be 
u uful b r ining counters . It bt:collll: t ere sin !y ·vi dent 
tl t they acci1.cd to d.opt iff'crunt t C

4 ics for the F lkl Jl1. 
Isl .1 s Jc na.encics . ~1hcr they re w r;..; o ... our c ... i vi tit.;S 

wh r ... there i ... the c rt· 1nty 0 1 cl ah of int r t not 
onl' wi "'h u.; 'l:ut .. 1 o ~ i th the Ar ·cntln ..., and Ch le n • ore 

n , or1.: vi c,1c i. tilt(.rin..,·throur:1 to sho t t ·hilt: 
.Ronnc's xp\; ition is ostJnsibly priv"t'ly onuor ~ ('llld can 
thcr for be rc~uli t u or su~ ort(.;~ "'6 conv nicnt) it h~o hud 
v r:; xtc.n ivc s ist'lllc ... frori v r 1 ?over .net o.;partr..-nts -
uch m1Jr .;siot nc~ in f c; t th ... 1 ny r viou pri vo.to 

Amcrlc n Antarctic exuc.;di tion . I .:us ct th t the St t 
D .... p~rtrcnt h..Lc ci th~1: hintot1. t or instr1ict1..d .onnc in tho 
part he l:'ln 1l·y, vrhich mu~t c...up\;nd on co.1diti..mr s hl f'indc 
thu•ll . If thJr i '1n "inci:l nt'' of ny ltinJ. tl . 1 1 

naturo.11· 
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POLAR CC''7 .ITT:E 

UNITED STAT'S EXPEDITIONS TO 

THE A!lTA tCTIC 

Annexed is a copy of a NotP. , prepar ed in the 

Fo1·t.:ign Offi ce Rcscal'ch :)epq.rtraen t , on the probable 

outcome of tho i·cccnt United states expeditions to the 

Antarctic . 

The Cha.irMan has suggested that the Note 

should bo considered as I tern l ( n) on the Agenda for 

the next n:cctins of the Polar Corrunittce , which is to 

be held. on Thursday, li.arch 13th. 

~ominionn Office , 

l~t.h March , 1947 . 

(SIG!'-IBD) JOHN CHADWICK , 

Seer .... tary , 

Polar Commi ttcc . 

__ .,, ___ """' -------- -- --- ---- --- ----- -
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if they w:m ... it . They h·.vo '1 tron~ c sc for (b) :nd • 
comp .r tiv ly w... one for the other -ircns, but 11 1,ould be 

inin11 counters . It. become a tJ1crc sin ly ..: lidcnt 
tr. t th--Y ecidcd. to dopt .J.iff'cr .. mt tactics tor the F lkl .nd 
Islru1J.s ::Jc '..,nd ... 1cics . uh.Jr(. !.hc.y re n\t ru o ... our cti vi tics 
cmJ. ·1hc1•e there ic the c rt· tnty c cl h or inter sts not 
onlL• with us 'tut l~o with th, Ar· ntin .., an Cnile'"ns . More 

n .or vi c..i1ct:: i c fi 1 t rin • · tnrou ·h to sho· / th . t \7hi le 
.aonn· ' s xp~J.ition is ostcn~iPly ~riv•tcly G onuor ... d (flll can 
thcr for be rci>ull teJ. 01 u. porkd "6 conv..,nicnt) 1 t h'ls h'.:1.d 
vvry xt~n ivc. s isto.ncc fron s ... v r l •ov ... :::'lralct up r tMCnts -
11uch rr.or ...,...,ist nee in f ct th n ny r .... viou riv te 
Ar.mric· n Ante.retie ..,xpt:::litlon . I uspcct. t.h t the St t 
D pnr·tr.cnt h .. ::i oi thcr hinted "t or in t1·uctcu .t.:>nnl in the 
J:)ru~t he c n 111-..y , which nu...,t depend on con i tions · a he find:J 
th..?1n . If tho1• i m "incident" of ny : nu. th v \!~'. 
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Ne Z aland'.., ler? ·1~y ola by re~ler i 1nt rvi 

J u h . ~enk~ns 
SpLcial orrtspo1aent of ~he hristiAn qci ~c C'ni t " 

ellin ton, 'e .. eo l~ nd . 
ollc•: ins th xpected l'etu1•n soon of the Hyrd Antfll'ct1c.: 

l1X[..loration with th(J ~niteu Stntes Lavy Ta3k I<crc - r1hich is 
thoi..ght he1·e to hAve prEicludeo exhns~ve · niteu Stat.es clal s 
ov r sc.uth pol r waGt ,s - keen inte r~st hrs b n r1.hlGCd in thfi 
3cuth PElcif ic re• •n 1 the i.)e · ar.c.n~y o' vario..is clAi11s t~ 
l'e , '08 th I' tOOf13 . 

h r'I'i t;, • inistcr, J?C t r l'I' oLl' 1 iri An 
int(;Jr•·i · to Th hri L.·H. '3 ·i .c onitor, tott.:L 

pcaitl n C'n the ol r t..L ti n . 

"I c • . nlAnd ogra hical slt\loti ... n," h aio, "nl'ltur~l .. y 
lead it to an int r ct 1r. ntartica hich iG no l OG activ 
or 1': t.n than th t cf the. countries in 101•c. no1'th rn la ti tuaes . 

'.ttC<'C'r'"l 
Gov rn nt " 
bei, g t 11 th 
de ~N , 0 llth 
ano 1 0 fl 

0 ~ r n':l nc an 1stt 

1 2) it AC ' pt • 
c..'.' r.:1'.inis._ · ti r 

ana S ,fS t t~ o,~th 

bt. t... n l n l tu 

Un~ t d :ir.gdr- 1 

c Ju oi;.ndcncy, 
of lt ti t..ldv Go 

o grL ast 

".I~ .~10·1. h1 .. t ... 'Y OJ. th<.. ,oss JJ1:;p n 1.cy ls 1 rely fl 

hist'Jry of • r~ t ... •r1 ois •ov i·y ar.J c.x~lol'fltion . :> r JA o Clark cs· 
L\-iho vls1t d the tr I'l'it')I'y ir. 1 41 nd fei1· f lly 8till xt.c.i it tC' 
the riti t. 1·c1 ·:!},-7 , CaptE ir. Jcott flnJ 8ir .rn(J t Sh •CKLton u~1·e 
mo1 hos ' ntr' t..ti n :o ::>ur 'm l 1.1 f th o. s ::i e •1r ... 
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ir'st 1,0.,t l 
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H 1. Co.r 1 ss or. i• f'Jr A ri 1., 
~ !"l' fry cf S.,. ~ f r I.i , 1n.1.on Aff irs. 

l th F or L ry , ~ 9!.i 7. 

WouJ.d yo l pi. ..,,. . r r -r to m.v .1.et t i· to yru of jOth ..ior. ry . 

I h£Jv no·; 0 ..... 11 ac-qua1n""ea with f•Jrtn l' dcvc.lop ..... nt Lu 
connectl "'r. \ l t-n AL15t-,ra..L 1en planning for tl..e estaol1s1h11~• t ....... 
ma1n·\>nE nc- .. ol' r;• least one p .... rmanont, osoc in tnu Antarct1e. 
prcl1m1r.ury int :>n t1on is to use tnc WYATT ~RP ana at J.-ti. " 
aux11io1•y veas Eech nhip y;ould .nak.a annu&..LJ./ o 1 ... r .. t"4l' i v 
· o thw Antarct.1.· . 

J.'01' tht.J 1'1rst exped1t1on at the oeg1m11ng of' t.i:. l.9 ~7/L 
Anturc tic suminer the WYATT E.ARF would take an ...tv nc ... iJ'•l't/ · r.c.. 
some stores. The aecono ship woJla or1ng tn~ fo4J.0w-~p p rt· 
the re1na1n1n~ stores and equ1pn£nt, inc..Lua1ng n11~1oft . Tl-
VIYATT EARF- couia th ... n oe uaea. for 11ghter1ng l:f' tl ..... lee con A1 t10 •• s 
at tne oase i ... re difficult for the s conct slip. 

Tnti auxiliary vessel wou.la l .... ave im, auit ly oft r discnargins:::, 
rJhiltl the WYATT EARF would remain to tok ... off th ... sururn.-r party , 
leaving a w1ntur party oeh1nd. In suos~qu,nt y ... c.ra th¥ process 
woJla ou r-peot .... d \ltn tn ... outgoing auAiliary tLJking off the 
winter p rty. 

Tnuee pJ.ons t re.. o aca. on th- ,11aint1.,;nE1nce of thu one perinc.n .... nt 
ooac . If moru oas-a than onu &r .... to ou u~t ol1 t~d furth .... r 
ship ing wi..L.L o~ r ... qu1r .... a . Accora1ng to •rt, pr .... llm1nrry plenning 
out11n~d eoovo, th .... mtnimum rvqu1r ......... nta nou~d o ... th ... continuing 
u ... u of t11 .. WYATT ~RI and th ... OVC.l.iObl.1.lty of' on ... OUXlJ.l"'ry Slllp 
fo11 

• 2· turn voy g, t tn.: o ... ginninp; of' ~ ct, Ant· retie au1mn ... r . 
It nas o n ina.1,c- t ... a + h t ..,Jen rm UXl.J.l' ry snouJ.a nc v.... -: 
dlS:pJ.(lCt:.1 ..... nt 01 OOUt 2,000 ':.ans r,na l l"np; Ol' .oo..tt 5,000 mllCS. 
It snc.uJ.a ht v widt. hr t.cn Ja E;;na t sood hola. c p ci. ty nd anould 
mount d\,jrrick equ.i.p.r.,nt c1 P' o"'"J of 111't1ng 01rcr'"ft. 

It ic v ... ry ciouot ul wn .... tn .... r au~h ship ~ould o., fount.. in 
A1... trr .Li . A£ th ... r.noJ..,, succ..:ss ol' th .... JXpt:.al t.i.on o. ... p .. 11 ... ., o.t t.,i ... 
rv il oi11•y of n · UXl..lirry, th:1 Au tr"'ll.'n Gov .. 1n1a1 .... nt .J ... J.- ...,_ 
v~ry grct ... fu~ if th ... Un1tya Kin nom ruth riti~s w~~la u~~ w~ &J 
ona~ voar to provi.au su~h ahip ~na wouJ.~ info~. tn-fu of £ .... 

r .... oUJ.t t tn .... ir rli#ut conv ... ni .... nc~ . 

Sup ... r .. 1c1 J. .:.iu1·v ... .1 of tn ... "VIYA""T EA.RF l .s i.r loo... t ~.,. • l + tu ... 
hul.1 is lr1 gooa conu1t1c.n, out this l.6 ouin c ·~e ... u. Of ..L c-
l .. is tno..i 11t thot tnJ ne\~ engines >. 11ct1 • p ~ r t~ iJ.. .:!c. . ry 
~ill oe vr1..L ole locclly . 
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Sup ... r.1c1 .1 :;urv ... y of tn... 'WYATT ::.hI<':E- , " lll1...1." t .:"" t .• t tu­
hull 1., in sooC1 con-.1t1on, out this is 01..1ng c •• -<' ·-"" Of ...L~c •• ir • . 
It is thought t .1 • t tne r.e\i engines \'tll c11 • p 1· to ... e uc... . ry 
uill be r.vE1icole lo~rlly . 
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yal f' n • h sy. 

L .d r., 

jOth J nu ry, 19 

81.r . 

As ycu .ri.y be ::a\,aI·e , ple.'1s have be n un r 
co1 l:lidc.;"10.tion .. or· 'luite srne +in:e .fer a. s1.,;icntifi~ 
tJ:>..t. J<U tlc.n to t11e Ant...i.r"-i,ic \:it n British! Norw gian 
an l Swedish participation . 'rhe idea •WS C'l'iginat d 
by Pro.r ssor H. 11. Ahlmunn of the Stockholm High 
School , an'l '1. s'"'11emC;; h9.s sinct) btJon dro.ftod by hi'Tl 
in c on a"J lts.tior. with the Norwegian Geni;rf\1)hicai 
Soci ty an l th(; .. o~ral G ographi ·al Suciuty . LO:'ldcn . 

on 1 • 

A"c r"I. in t v t ... above , tho r\,c.;g'l n Govurrunt)nt. 
h . .v a .-.v1. d to sun.nit tc 'tho 01• vP,'l n P lrli lmt.:n• the 
1r~1osal t~l~ c .... rtiin 3muunt o~ ~~+ ~silo ~ea 
rontribu'1.i.O. t<' thJ int .... d1:.d Exp dition. Its 
r,Aliz'1tion ,;ill , hc.1 ... vv1', 1lso t.p nd uron Bl'it1sh 

nd S .t;.i..:.sh .f'.in«ncinl sup ol't to tn<;; t th.,. ex.pens s 
incurr ,a. by the. British nd Sw iial pnrti(."ir ."Lion md , 
t .. vin~ in mind the offiri·.1 cor +ribution hich tho 
·t-Oful' • inp: ineti ""ution~ in Gro...~t B:r 4 t tin ana Sw~den 
1il'! nJe:i :f'or --rv ru'lliz~tion of tne Bx1edition, it 
is 1 Oll t t d siro.blv th .t th1:. Gov rnn ntscf Gr ,at 
Bri+ in nd s.1c:.len b-. inf\,rm d c.f' y G vJrn.ncnt. ' s 

for ... e.il ttitu u in tnu t~cr . 

.... l"" "" w11st. Gvvu1•nm n" 
ri.ingly . 

I have, vtc . 

Thv Id.p ht Tionour abl u . 
... rne ... t Buvin, . t' . 

... t.; . c;tc . etc . 

( Sgd . ) 

s b ,on inf'Ol' 1CU 
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oa icur 1.... i •. i trc 1 

On ti 31'1 Ju.w.~ , 1..,46, Jr . Ju .n I.Cooke, at thut 
ti 'lC . i.1ictu .. • l'or Forei~n Afi'uirs 1 dren. ccd to 1 u .rote 
co.1vcyin"" the. vir,\rn o: t'1c. 1~rc;1,;nti•1c 'lov ... n.1 .. nt on the 
r1..cont iocuu by the UJli tc'i 1.in ; .. lo . uthori tic a O.L' .t new 
eerie.; O.L ... postage cto.11)0 fo1• t 11c Falkland I l _n c and 
t;u.;il' du,l:l,rndc.1cioo. I h .v1.. tt.c ho.10th' to i.1·orJ1 Your 

xcollc:..,1cy th .t I have bcc,.1 inot1•J.ct..:d by llio Ht.Jt:t>ty 1 0 
Pri.1cipal Scc1•utc y o;i. St ... to for 'or1,;i ;.1 Aff~.irG to 
co. ll l\lllic tc to you th..: i'ollowiJlg r ... ply to the. <.lbov<.. 
hOtC . 

':'he Pallcland Islands ,10vu now fol"' over a c ,1 tury 

~n i. in 
to th ... n .11 tor , 

a 
.... .L'O , ... r 



In thL 1 st co •. • unicat1on to Your Excellency ' 
E br ..,.;y tl.L 'lov~ l 1 ~i.t .... t t-d tr. t it \7&, it ccn t .t desire 
to m:i.int 111 \.Ille' · .1 eJ. 1th the "overn .cnt 01 l'C t in the 
tr <11 tio11 .1 rel· uio.1 of "'00 J.'•'it:ndship which h vu l\, yr, 
t.:x!cted. b tw u tt.<; t\to c0untr-1 cs . ut it is :so thia 
t"J.ov.r1. 1.,;nt ' c in~...,c:tp~t-lc d.uty , \ih>.1 V(r the situt..tion rc1,uires 
it.• to ...;• 1c uar'i i!luia_ ut olt ri :hte over poI'tion"' of 1 tc 
tcrritorJ 1 patri~ony , by ontcrinr the ncccsc ry r scrvco . 
Anti 1 t is in these cor. .. l1 ti one .... 10. ror tr.is nu1·po .. u t.1 .t tr.is 
1'7ovo 1• i 1f'.1 ~ i•cpc te it now to Yow· :excel l~ncy in re 'f' rd to the 
iSGU Of th!;.. ,!JOOt'i C ...,tt .. np; r .Jf'Cl'l'CU. to :tov<.. . 

I hove r.t the .; me time to 1 :ti'orri Your Excellency thut 
the Argontlnc Gov-..1·rn, nt has cuuscJ tht; Universal Pootal Union 
to bo iJ11'or .. cd , &s it lid in .i.945 0.1 the occaoion of the issue 
of' r.r i ti..,n nt np .. cor <1:...'1.0I' lt1n- the cc.1tcna1·y of the occupation 
of thu :rlu...l '.alvinSJs (F lklWlO. Iel new) tlu1t corrcspondc:.ncc 
rcachinr the; Ro ublic c.no. bearin the r.nhl .... t . pc wi::l be 
reg~rdcd E unstumped a.1d subject to the propri~tc 
P~Ilaltic_o . 

I ccordinp;ly r(.ncw to Your Exe llenc: the 
aoeur€.ucc of 1 ry ;o ... t dis ti l "'Uis~cd co.1sl lei· tior •• 

( s o. ) J k.' I • COv1\E • 
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(4/)8 . 
ri ti . Er.ic'lS y , 

uenos Aires . 

6th .,une, 1946 • 

..,ir , 

\ll th ref'crcnce ~o rey tcJ ogro1 No . ~86 of th.e 
L~ th June , I h vc the r.onour to encl osc a tr nslo ti on 
of' the note ~ddre sed. to me by th1,; tini..,tcr for Fcl'oi ;n 
Af'f 11•s on th .. .;ul joct of the rcccr.t iosue of s tarrps 
i: ring nup of tl.e Falkl' nd. I .;lands . 

in 
in 

<. • 
the f'iniatcr 1'or Forei "'n Aff irs 
cclcbr tions O.L t. P1·i.;oidcnt ' s 
hi1!1 th t T acsu. ud. t1 t this note 

l thow:h not quite 

j . I h vc s .nt no r ply ·,,11 t .... vcr to th" cmcloscd. 
co.¥1unic tion nd I _1.oul b •rut ... ful if I ni ht u'"' 
ins tl'UC t d in lU(.. COUl'GC -.:h t 'l1 uV/ l' 1 if UlY 1 you 1

.tould 
','i:Jl. to r t\.lrIJ. to it . 

4 . I 11 s i H.11·· a copy 0.1. thL ... .ii.;: tch to Hio 
j t:Y ' s '" :b sno.uor t · 1 shin,,.ton. 

I h'.r: c 1.:tc . 

ThL Ri ht Honou:.•ublc 
Err.cct bovin , L . P . 

c tc • c tc . c tc • 
Forci n Ofi'icc, London . 
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Cil'PU'.:0. too. r.ert:.Wi th for the tnforma ti on or 
membo1·3 of tho ~o.1J'li t tee a1·e "Opies of: -

(a' A 1esn4tch, 1~tej the 6th June, 194~ i rem 
His a os y ' s Ambassaior, Bu~oos ires 
tr nsmi t ting 

(b) a ~n•o . d1t l t,ho 3rJ Jun, 1946 , .1'1•0,1 tho 
Argmtinu inis"'i.cr of.' .,Ort ir11 Ai'!' irs . 

gn 

e 

(c) A · ot; ... , d i-ted ~r.' .3rr.i ·a. tU'll'Y, 1947 .crom Hia i·J;trnty 's 
A,, ..,, .i.se 101· to hf;, :.rr,en"'int; .uission of Fvre1gn he 

'fl'.lira . 

Doninions 0 'i"o , 
15th •' h•uary , 194 7 . 

The. J:{i •ht Honour[lul .... 
Ernc.;st Bevin , r..P . 

1,.: tc • u tc . o tc • 

(Sign d) ..i hn "'h'l hlick 

1u ·r·t;t ry 
Pul ....r 'o .nit t t1 • 

I huv ~ •tc . 

( s ~d ) :{. K. LEEP~ • 

Foreign Office, London. 
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Jccupation is tne only basis on wnicn a Iirm claim to 
sovereignty can be Ioundea. uevertneless otoer courses 
oi action , eucn as periodic v1c1ts oy snip or a1rcra!t wou1a 
strengthen an incnoate claim cons1aeraoly. iI, tnere1ore, 
tne union is seriously interested, it migut oe aav1sao1e 
to investigate tue poss1bil1Ly 01 one OI our wnalers or 
one 01 our Irigates making a cruise to tne islanas. 

~t may also oe pos~iole to ao as toe Australian Air 
Force have done ann arrange a meteorological reconnaissance 
tllgnt . 

1n tne meanwnile the ~r1tish authorities w111 explore 
tne position rurther ana let us uave tne1r co!Il11lents at tne 
next meetine ot tne colar ~ommitiee • 

.t' (4 () 14. unitea ~tates ~xped1tions to tue Antarctic • 

. mis note o..eals w1 th tue prooaole outcome 01 recent 
united ~tates expeditions to toe ntarctic. iour attention 
is specially airectea to paragrapns 4 ana '' wn1cu snoulu 
oe reaa in conJunction wita re1erence to toe map . .ue 
~oreign urtice representative explainea taat, accoraiog 
to tne ~tate llepartment, the American Administration aoes not 
attach nigh priority to tne noldu1g OI international 
aiscussions on tne ruture ot 1Ultarctica out wLUie tu1s 
may oe per1ectly genl;ll.ne, on tae otner nana tne uavy 
~apartment may oave iaeas Yery a111erent rrom tuo~e or tue 
btate uepartment. All tne 1nd1cations are tnat tne recent 
American expeditions Llave not oeen JUst a nautical manoeuvre 
undertaleen 1or scientir1c purposes, ana it is notewortny 
tnat the private expea1t1on led oy rinn nonne nas receivea 
much Sl;lpport and assistance iro~ Americ~n governmental 
autnor1t1es. .1.he present runerican position is taat 
waile taey nave never put rorwara any rormal claims tney 
hav~ oeen equa11y consistent in refusing to recognise 
claims put Iorwara uy otner nations . As Iar as tae 
oritisn ltommonwealtn is conceru.ea, we are certuuay at 
toe ne1gnt o! our power 1u tu~ AntarcL1c1anu ~ritau1, 
Australia and .1..ew Zeala.Lla will all oe nara put to it to 
maintinn erfectively tne areas waico toey nave placed unaer 
their s~vere1gn ty . .uew L.ealanc1 nas u1 tner tu iaggeu 
oen1na in estaol1suing an erJ.ective title to tu~ area it 
claims and tue toreign vtnce Legal adviser is::;uea a grave 
warning to tne i.ew Zealand nepresentative tnat unleso tne 
uew Zealana ~overnment tooK tae neces~ary steps in tie near 
.Iuture to consohaate tne1r pos1tlon, tuey mignt cut a sor1y 
tigure in any aispute orougnt oe1ore tne 1nteruat1onal 
~ourt or otner aro1trat1ng uody. 

vO IJ. dvt, 
11.t01: ical .:>ecretary. 

r . b. ~ince tne aoove was dictated tne minutes 01 tue 
meeting nave come to uand ann are enclosea. 

As regaras toe record. ot the d1scuss1ou ou tue .tr111ce 
hawara .1.slands, tnis is a 11t1.1e m1sleaai.11g. 11nat J. dia 
say under tn1s neaci was tnat i douuted whetoer tue union 
~overnment would wisn to solve the problem or tne 1uture 
or these islanas on the Qasis 01 annexation oy ~outn 
Atr1ca, but that we woula certainly be concerned in the 
main~il:i.n~ng or toe ~rit1sh uommonwealtn title to ibese 
terr1 tor1es. 
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~ be released as it was at present engagea on vital 1rinity 
.ouse iork. 

~(4f Jl2. noss .uependency. 

lhls paper g1 ves a report on a recent iuterv1ev1 
with ll.\I'. ~eter !Taser on tne suo3ect 01 tne noss Depenaency. 

r(47)1,. rrince hdward islanas anataara lsland. 
Thia paper raises tne question OI tne desirao1l1ty 

or attacning tne rrince ~dwaru islanas to tue union 01 
~outh !r1ca anatnara island to tne ~ommonwealtn oI Australia. 

A deta1lea nistory or ~r1t1sh claims to rr1nce 
~dward islands is given in paragrapus 4~~ to 40d or ~ore1gn 
uff1ce report aated. ~ 1st, 1~4'.:> Terr1tor1a1 claims 111 
tne Antarctic . Apy 01 tnie- report is :in your possession. 
1ou will note tnat these islanas may oecome of importance as a 
sta~ing point in a new air, route of ertat strate~c value 
toplne prjtish,J!i~pir~ \S~e paragrapn o J and tna tney may 
also be important as ~ site 01 a strategic meteorologicai 
station. 

J.ne Air Dri.n1stry representative at tne meeting 

I 
stressea taat tney are on tne direct route trom ~outn 
trica to Austra11a ana ur . rtooerts, the nrit1so expert wno 

knows the Antarctic better tnan any other representative on 
tne rolar vom.mittee , adaea that it will be possible to 
lay aown a lana1ng strip on one or tne 1sla.uas. ine 
Admiral ty representative expressed tue opinion taat tne 
islands nad no strategic importance wnatever irom tne point 
01 view 01 tne 1,avy. J.hey were 01 no use e1 toer as oases 
or even for snelter . A vr1tisn suomarine naa visitea rr1nce 
£dward i slana during tne recent war out as iar as ne 1Cnew 
nobody aad ever lanaect. 

lUere is no douot tnat , snould tne union evince 
iu terest , tne united Aingaom uovernment woula oe only too 
willing 'to assi~t in strengthen1rlg tue vr1tisn ~ommonweaitn 

!
t1t1e to these islands . AS you will ooserve , tne vr1t1sn 
claim to tne islands is at present an extremely uouut1ui 
one . un tne otner hand tnere is little aouot that cue 
race ior Antarctic oases nas oegun. it woula seem, tneretore, 

I 
to oe wortn wn1le tnat tne appropriate autnor1t1es in the 
union oe requestea to explore ~outn h!r1ca s interests l.Il 
tne tuture oI tnese islanas;-

1n the 11ela ot meteorology. 
in tne tiela or strategy and security. 
in respect 01 tne posuioility 01 airect air 
service to Australia \bearing in mind the 
potentialities 01 toe jet en ineJ . 

. ! t ~111 not nave escuped your notice tnat a large 
:::,onet wa.ahng Ileet is at present iu tae Afltarctic aria 
tnere is at present notru1g to stop a wiit 01 tu1s 11eet 
calling at tne islanas ana plunting tne ~oviet Ilag . 

Ui.r . beckett , the roreign u1±ice legal expert , woo 
aduressed the volillJllttee on tne proo1em 01 estaoi ishing e!~ective 
title in 1nternat1onul law, empnas1zett tnat in all tnese cases 

e.riect1 ve •.. ; 
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LO NDON , W, C. 2. 

~vth J.aarcn, 1~4(. 

SBChJ!jT. 

1he ::,ecretary tor .DXternal Atta1rs , 
vA!'.CJ l'U1 1.1.~ . 

A meeting oI tne 1olar tJomm1tiee took place on 
1hursctay, 1aarch l~tn, at w.11cn tne 1ollowing papers \copies 
ot wn1cn are encloseaJ were considered . -

r \41> 8. Argentine Antarctic vlaim • 

. me 1..iommi ttee took note o! tae latest correspondeuce, 
v1hicn is reproaucea in tne paper. concerning tne .argent1ne 
claim to tc1e l'alklano. J.slands .lJepeno.enc1es , wi tn special 
reterence to tue recent issue or stamps bear1n0 a map 01 
tnis area. 

r( 4 ( J'9 . tronosed .L10rweRian .uxpedi tion. 

ihe paper gives the contents OI a note presentea 
to tne tOreign vt!lCe Or:t tne ;ra • .1'0 bruary bJ tne .uorweg1an 
~mbassy . ilie un1teo. ~lllgaom 1.10vernment are prepared to 
assist tnis expea1t1ou so 1ar as tneir own commitments ano. 
c mmitments 01 vominion Goverrutents permit . .1.ne Air 
hllnistry nave been askea to proviae a crevt and poss1oly a 
plane as well • 

.r( 4 ( J 10. Proposed irusteeship 01' tne Iilltarctic . 

'll1is paper gives tne text 01 tne .rarliamentary 
question ana reply aeal1ng w1tu tue pos..,101l1ty ot placing tne 
.antarctic von tinent w1der united Nations trusteesnip . .LOU 
will recall tuat tn1s nas oeen ment1onea 1n tne press rrom 
tune to tin:.e , and reports snow tnat mr. l'eter .rraser 01 
11ew Zealand is inclinea to iavour internat1onul action . 

~l4{)11. rroposed AUstr lian oxped1t1on. 

tne australian rtepresentat1ve gave a review ot turtner 
develo ments ~n1cn uad taken place since the lest meeting 
and mentioned tnat tne noyal Australian t1.ir .rorce naa con­
aucted a series 01 meteorological ana reconuaisHance tlignts 
witn ~inco!n bombers in preparation 1or tne expedition. AS 
regards tne request in .lJOcument r{4{)11 ior an aul1..llary 
ves~el to accompany tne 11yatt narp , tne lJomimons uu1ce 
vnairman stated that an approacn to tne Admira!ty nad 
dravtn a blank and tnat tne roinistry 01 lrausport were 11ntling 
it very difticu1t to lay tneir nanas on a suitable vessel . 
~ttempts to ±ind one would continue. 1he Discovery 11 could 

not •.• ; 
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3. 

In the meanwhile the British authorities will explore 
the position further and let us hove their conm:ents at the 
next ceeting of the Polar Committee. 

P(47) 14 . United States Expeditions to the Antarctic. 

This note deals with the probable outcon:e of recent 
United States expeditions to the Antarctic. Your attention 
is specially directed to paragraphs 4 and 5, which should be 
read in conjunction with reference to the map. The Forei~n 
Office representative explained that, according to the State 
De~artment , the American Administration does not attach high 
priority to the holding of international discusnions on the 
future of Antarctica but while this ~ay he perfectly genuine, 
on the other hand the Navy Department may have ideas very dif­
ferent from those of the State Depart~ent. All the indications 
are that the recent American expeditions have not been just a 
nautical reanoeuvre undertaken for scientific purposes , and it 
is noteworthy that the private expedition led by Finn Ronne 
has received much support and assistance from American govern­
mP.ntal authorities . The present American position is that 
while they have never put forv1a!'d any for1"11al claims they have 
beer. equally consistent in !'efusing to recognise claims put 
for\1ard by other nations . As far as the British Commonwealth 
is concerned, we are certainly at the height of our power in 
the Antarctic,and Britain , Australia and New Zealand will all 
be hard put to it to maintain effectively the areas which they 
have placed under their sovereignty . New Zealand has hitherto 
lagged behind in establishing an effective title to the area 
it claims and the Foreign Office Legal Adviser issued a grave 
warning to the New Zealand Representative that unless the New 
Zealand Government took the necessary steps in the near future 
to consolidate their position , they might cut a sorry figure 
in any dispute brought before the International Court or other 
a r bitrating body . 

(Sp, '.) D.B . Sole. 

A/Political Secretary . 

P.S. Since the above was dictated the minutes of the meeting 
have come to hand and are enclosed. 

As :regards the record of the discussion on the Prince 
F.dward Islands, this is a little misleading . What I did say 
under this head was that I doubted whether the Union Govern­
ment Ylould wish to solve the problem of the future of these 
islands on the basis of annexation by South Africa, but that 
we would certainly be concerned in the ~aintaining of the 
British Com~onwealth title to these territories . 
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2. 

P(47)13 . .f_rince Frlward Islands and Heard Island . 

This paper raises the question of the desirability of 
a tach1ng the Prince Edward Islands to the Union of South 
Africa and Heard Island to the Commonwealth of Australia . 

A deat1led history of British claims to Prince F.dward 
Islands is given in raragraphs 459 to 468 of Foreign Office 
report dated May 1st, 1945 Territorial claims in the Antarctic . 
A copy of this report is in your possession. You will note 
that these islands may become of importance as a staging point 
in a new air route of great strategic vallie +o the British 
Empire (see paragraph 61) and that they may also he important 
as a site of a strategic meteorological station. 

The Air Ministry representative at the meeting stressed 
that they are on the direct route from South Africa to 
Australia and Dr . Roberts , the British expert who knows the 
Antarctic better than any other representative on the Polar 
Committee, added that it will be possible to lay down a 
landing strip on one of the islands . The Admiralty represen­
tative expressed the opinion that the islands had no strategic 
importance whatever from the point of view of the Navy. They 
were of no use either as bases or even for shelter. A British 
submarine had visited Prince Edward Island during the recent 
war but as far as he knew nobody had ever landed. 

There is no doubt that, should the Union evince interest, 
the United Kingdom Government would be only too willing to 
assist in st rengthening the British Comrnonwealth title to these 
islands . As you will observe, the British claim to the islands 
is at present an extremely doubtful one. On the other hand 
there is little doubt that the race for Antarctic bases has 
begun . It would seem, therefore, to be worth while that the 
appropriate authorities in the Union be requested to explore 
South Africa's interests in the future of these islands : -

(a) in the field of meteorology. 

(b) in the field of strategy and security . 

(c) in respect of the possibility of direct air service 
to Australia (bearing in mind the potentialities 
of the jet engine) . 

It will not have escaped your notice that a large Soviet 
whaling fleet is at present in the Antarctic and there is at 
present nothing to stop a unit of this fleet calling at the 
islands and planting the Soviet flag . 

Mr . Beckett , the Foreign Office legal expert, who addres ­
sed the Committee on t he problem of establishing effective titlE 
in international law, emphasized that in all these cases ef­
fective occupation is the only basis on which a firm claim to 
sovereignty can be founded . Nevertheless other courses of ac­
tion , such as periodic visits by ship or aircraft would 
strengthen an inchoate claim considerably. If, therefore , the 
Union ls seriously interested, it might be advisable to in­
vestigate the possibility of one of our whalers or one of our 
frigates making a cruise to the islands . 

It may also be possible to do as the Australian Air 
Force have done and arrange a meteorological reconnaissance 
flight . 

In/ •• • • 
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A mePting of the Polar Committee took place on Thursday, 
March 13th, at which the following papers (copies of which are 
enclosed) were considered: -

P(47) 8 . Argentine Antarctic Claim. 

The Committee took note of the latest correspondence, 
which is reproduced in the paper concerning the Argentine 
claim to the Falkland Islands Dependencies, with special 
reference to the recent issue of stamps bearing a map of this 
area. 

P(4?) 9. Proposed Norwegian Expedition. 

The paper gives the contents of a note presented to 
the Foreign Office on the 3rd February by the Norwegian 
Embassy. The United Kingdom Government are prepared to assist 
this expedition so far as their own commitments and commitments 
of Dominion Governments permit. The Air Ministry have been 
asked to ~rovide a crew and possibly a plane as well. 

P(4?) 10. Proposed Trusteeship of the Artar4tic . 

This paper gives thP text of the Parliamentary question 
and reply dealin~ with the possibility of placing the Antarctic 
Continent under United Nations trusteeship . You will recall 
that this has been mentioned in the press from time to time, 
and reports show that Mr. Peter Fraser of New Zealand is inclin· 
ed to favonr international action. 

P(4?)11 . Proposed Aust.raltan Expedition. 

The Australian Representative gave a review of further 
developments which harl taken place since the last meeting and 
mentioned that the Royal Australian Air Force had conducted a 
series of meteorological and reconnaissance flights with 
Lincoln bombers in preparation for the expedition . As regards 
the request in Docu~ent P(4)11 for an auxiliary vessel to ac ­
company the Wyatt Earp, the Dominions Office Chairman stated 
that an approach to the Admiralty had drawn a blank and that 
the Ministry of Transport were finding it very difficult to 
lay their hands on a suitable vessel. Attempts to find one 
would continue . The Discovery II could not be released as it 
was at present engaged on vital Trinity House Yfork. 

P(4?)12 . Ross Dependency . 

This paper gives a report on a recent interview with 
Mr. Peter Fraser on the subject of the Ross Dependency. 

P(4?)13 . I .... 
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APPLICATI ON BY Mr. L,P.. CLARE-BURT FOR A 
SEALING LICENCE IN THE PRINCE ED\7ARD ISLANDS, 

On the 25th July Mr. L.H. Clare-Burt, 

c/o Dent and Good .. ln (Cape) (Pty} Ltd., P. o. Box 1446, 

Cape Town, addressed an annlication to the Under­

Secretcry of State for the Colonies, London, for a 

five year concession for sealing on the Marlon and 

Prince Edwerd Island grouo. 

In the apnllcatlon lt was stated that he had 

several good seaworthy boats at hls dlenosal es well 

aA flnanclal resources to undertake the venture. He 

ls a British Subject, born of Brltlsh p~rents, ln 

Auckland, New Zealand . Hla war oervlce 1a stated to 

include contractlng to tht:: Royal Navy and the South 

African Naval Force in regard to ri::palrn to vessels, etc. 

In view of the dlecueslonA which have been 

nroceedlng between t he United Kingdom and Union 

Governments, the Br1t1Ah Hlgh CornmiABloner's Office 

ln Pretoria hAs replied to Mr. Clare-Burt stating thFt 

his apnlicatlon ls being considered. At the request 

of the Department of' External Affairs the Hlgh Commissioner ' e 

Office has agreed to tempot•lze unt11 a dec1s1 on hae been 

taken regardlng the Union's ecqulsltion of the Prince 

Edward Islands. 

It ls now incumbent upon the Union Government 

to 1nform the Unlt~a Klngdom Government as to the nature 

of the reply they would li~e returned to Mr. Clere-Burt ' s 

It ls suggested that the Unlon Government 

In/ . .. 
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1nformet1on of Parliament on the llnee of F.E. C.2 but 

om1tt1ng reference to the strategic importance of 

the Ielende ; 

(d) leglelat1or. should be drafted t o provide for 

the adm~nletratlon of the Islands under a Deportment 

of State. 

• 
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P.E...G. 5. 

LCGAL STEPS TO BE TAKEN TO ESTABLISH 
SCUTH AFRICA!! 30VEREI'1N'l''.L OVER TF.E 

:'RINCE En•·ARD ISLANDS, 

It will be observed from the Aide Meooire to 

be handed to the Unlted Ktngdom by the Prlme Mlnlster 

(P. E. C. 3) that the Unl ted Klngdom au thorl ties are ·oe!.ng 

asked to take the steps t!.ey consider necessary to cede 

to the Un1on Government such title or clslm to ownclrshlp 

as they ma:1 et p.resen t oosseAs . In these circumstances 

it would seem that the urocedure to oe followed ls 

pr1mar1ly dependent on the vlews of the United Kingdom 

Government. The Unlon ~aw Advisers have suggested 

(o meann of effecting the contemplated transfer: .. 

(e) a cesslon by means of a ro~mal treaty; 

(b) ebPndonment of the Islanas by the United 

Kingdom Government, followed by a formal 

not!flcaticr. to that effect to the Union 

Government and occupetlon by the latter. 

It ls doubtful whether 1 t would be useful to discuss 

these t~10 al ternatl veo until the v.iewa of the Unl ted 

Kingdom Government are to hand. There are, however, 

certain aueetlons '~lch might usefully be considered . 

(e) It oopears to be desirable that the formal 

stens to effect the establishment of South hfricen 

sovereignty should be completed before the end of the 

forthcoming ses~lon of Parliament ; 

(b) to this end a declelon must be taken ae to 

whlch Dupartment of :::tate should be rtjsponslble for 

the admlnlstretlon of the Islands; 

(c) e. ~1'hlte .Paper should oe prepared fol' the 

inform& tlon/. 
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It ls doubtful whether t t would be useful to discuss 

these two alternat:ves untll the views of the United 

Kingdom Government are to hand . There are, however, 

certain ouest1onA whtch m:ght usefully be considered . 

(a) It oppcarG to be destrable that the f ormal 

stens to effect the establishment of South African 

soverelgnty should be completed before the end of the 

forthcoming session of ?arl1sm~nt; 

(b) to this end a dec1s:on must be taken as to 

which Department of State should be reenonslble for 

the adm1nletrat1on of the Islands; 

(c} a :Thite Paper should be prepared tor the 

lnforma t1on/. 
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exuendlture ae the reconnaissance could bo undertaiten 

~s psrt of norm&l service dut1ec. In the case of 

other departmental representetives specific Treneury 

approvE.:l may h ve to be obta1 ned . The aueo t!.on 

a1•lsee whether a Governor-General 1 s ·;arrant should be 

secured to cover ell the special expendlture lnvolvea . 

Q.ueAt1 on cf nubl tc! ty. 

It will no doubt become neceosary to 1naue an 

snnouncement to the Press regarding the despatch of the 

e xne d.:.. t l on . It :..,S t.e-m ~A.h1J..'1~ y _t:1la.%\l..e~ "\ .o.u~1: orrn 
. .A.0"'-J,'-·~~'1 

relat~_;;g :i;..., !JtGnn,f.er....¢''~fte -..Jbe\.1Jn1.t~"'ie1ngdom 

to t~ lr_pa.on.,ro:r ...S'OQt.h Afl"lca W.J..j..l \P.ave b~lY !finalised 

be~re £Pbys.'l>ed11.t1bn ~e1.;.e. .)l'..o.,.;-tbc&.e- clroue~t4.ee_a.. 
•"'' :.c.J.. 

it seems desirable thet the Press announce~ent should ,.... 

be confined to a statement that the e:xpeditlon ~ill 

lnveatignte the possibility of establlnhlng a permnn~nt 

or temporary meteorolcglcal station on the !Aland~ 

A reference to exploration of the posaiblllty ot 

eetablishlng a sealing centr~ could also be lncluned 

lf thlA is considered advisable. 
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Detr.lled vrrangement~ to be m de for the F.~oP.d1tlor.. 

It is suggested that these detailed arrcngements 

should be the primary recponelbll1ty of the Chief of the 

Generel Start . In the light of the lnformatlon which 

he \'lll be able to furnish, the meetlng might dee.Hie 

on the ~pnroxlmete date of deoarture an~ the probable 

lengt~ of absence of the exped1tlon . 

RenreRentRt1cn of other Denertm~ntA. 

The meeting should concidcr what other 

depsrtmental representat:ves or teclm1cal experts should 

be attached to the expedition. Conslderet.io:- should 

be given to the 1nclue1cc of: 

(a) one or more meteorologlcts (Department of Tr&r.snort); 

(b) one or more exoerte to lnvest~gate seP..l.lng 

possibilities {Department of Commerce and Industries) 

(c) one or mere surveyors (Director of Trigonometrical 

Survey); 

(d) a gEcloglst (Department of Mineo); 

(e) a representative of the Department of External 

Affairs end the Prlme Minister; 

(r,t) a reoresentatl ve of the Uni te6 Kingdom Government • 
.... -.. 

It may be of interest to note lr. thls cor.~ectlon 

that an Austr&lien exped:tion to Heard Island (which has 

certain s1m1ler1ties to the Prince Ed"·e.r<'l Islcnds) wlll 

cons.tat of 3 me~eorologiste, 3 w.Lreless operetore, 2 

surveyors, a geologist, ?. cosmlc ray exnerts, a 1esel 

englnee:-. a Doctor Emd a cook. The party w:ll live 

ln 5 nrc-febrlceted huts. (Rand Dally Mall presr, report). 

ucRt1on of exnenditu~e. 

As far ac the servlceE under the Jurlsdlctlon 

of the Chlef of tht General Staff are concerr,ed, 1 t 

\•ould not be necessary to secure author1 ty for special 

expenditure/ . . 
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P. E.C . ~ 

PROPOSAL FOR cmrnn:ED AIR-GEA RECONNA!SCl.AJ:CE 
OF Tf.t. PRrmE EDWARD 19! ANDS 

The Chief of the General Staff hne recommended 

thut a comblned Alr-Sea Reconnaleaance be undertaken aa 

soon as possible by the South African Air Force and 

South Afrlcen Navel Force, Both the South African Air 

Force end the South African Naval Forces are able to 

undertake the reconnaissance elmoet llt!Iledlately but it 

ls emphaa1zed that summer weather condltlons are 

eeser.tlal to the success of the venture. It ls . 

therefore, rcco mmer,ded that the reconnaissance expedltlon 

should be despatched lr. the course of the present summer . 

Ob1ectA of the Ex~e~1t · n~. 

It is suggested that the exnedltlon should 

hnve the following objectives: 

(l) To establish proofs or occupation. Thie 

would involve hoisting of flags, building or beacons, 

erection or huts and establishment of food stores ; 

( 11) to explore the poRsiblll.tles of establiAhlng 

e temporary or permanent meteorol og1csl etatlon; 

(111) to explore the posP1b111t1es of estebllshing 

e te~porary or permanent sealing centre; 

( 1 v) to ascerta.:.n .. hctt.er 1 t would be feaslble to 

lcy do··r..: a landlng strip should the need arlse; 

(v) to estauliah the posolbillty of malntelnlng 

regular com~unicntlons with the Iolande and aeapntchlng 

ner1od1c P.xpedltlone there, should it be decided that 

it la not reeslble to establloh permanent occunatlon. 

Detailed/ • . . 



ro t1 to t1 c ~ ubtn h v be n ! ... c ~~ 

~ tn tt v l "~. ty or t e nlt d 1. tl tlc t tt e 

l n~" nA • t 1e r :r !j t t t th tltt ~111 1 1n rh 

1"1 th t T' t.1 unl lt ' tr r. 

re t. nf' c ""' fl • 1 tl' t' 1"1'1, . c 1 

t" '""" A 
.,. Ct'v "n 

ov rP t (If t • .,. •cu'! t 

r .., ,.. r t, ,.,. 



/ 

he llov rn nt rr" th 'n in~ M• OU h rrtc 

• h t t' bbU h th nvttr \ ntv f t c n· r-n 11ver t."' 

l' r~ 'fl 1. nt",, rnur of tw 1 nl"s, "' ,,., 
,. ~ tn tr.~ 1 I'\ • 

,... t t 

n At 1 't A 'IC 0 J .. 
,.. ~ 1 tuJJ 

7 .. t 1 th c 

t t t t <f' 

le 

v T' 

t t 

r .. t 

8 v t t' ti 

1 } t n•t \ /4 ('t v h v t "l., fl T'C 

t em. 

t 1 P b 1' c 11 t t l v b r, 

l t h ,. , t~on 

t t t 

tr t 

A n~ 

th ,.II ir-

>' • • Pl~ ---cy 

t t e t • "~ 

t l t re ' l" 7, 

t. er of t 0 ate r nrt 1n 

:htch \. t eoted th"t the l 1 n h ul~ be e th r 

bv th" Yn1 cm rif outh frlc r tt oh tC' the 

l l n l n'1 e endcnclee . 

,r / .. . 



8 . 

19 . Ae ? first sten towerds eet~bllshme~t o~ Soutr. 

~fr1cen Rovere1.gnty 1 t ls aeslreble that the rn1 tea Klnp;do:n 

riovernmen t Rhoulfl nm· te.!.:e such ec tlnn 1it1 !:lay be necess:iry 

to tr~ns~er to the Un:on ~overn~ont euch title or clplme 

to o;.•nerAh n. Pt' thP.v mE'v nnE?BesA . No col'!'l!nun1c~t1on hra 

y•' t bel'n mr.rle to the TTni tea Kl ni;:c'lom GovernMen t !.n this 

re~era, ThP P~ me 'in1etP~ coul~ perhr~R ~a~reos tho 

neceRAerv re~ueAt to the i~1tea Kin~~n~ putho~1t1es ln the 

co•1rse of hlA fo~thcom1ni;::; v1R1 t to Lon~on. 

"0 . In the meantime tl:e Hn1on f!Uthor1 t!.es wlll exnlore 

whAt further ect1on ls practlc"'ble anC' necesscT"! to 

estrbl ' eh South Af~1cer. cl~im to aoverei~nty . 



?, 

r.terkct nrovldc~ there 1A Pffc>ct ve crmtrol to l)t'evont 

.. 1cl1scr1min ... tc slflughtr-r!.n-: of Sf' <>ls. If SP~lln~ tor the 

f1lr trpl" e shoulr'I "1rovo p '!)rof1 t.,blP vc tul"<', Pl' •nngc'!lcnts 

cnulr. no c'lou'ot bf! """rlP to collect Beol 011 .ot the SP"lC tlmc . 

15. ~h~ Pr<'Ai~cnt of t~r Councll for ~clPntlflc ~nr 

In~ustr1Pl RPB~prch ~ho h~s cnns~~ere~ the VP'l"ious esryects 

of the matter, ~~re~P with the go~cr~l coneensuA of opinion 

thAt stens should be tAken tn cst?bllsh ~outh 'fricen 

sovere1~ntv over thr islPn~s . 

16. The oninlons exnresaP~ ln n<>l"p.grp"1h8 11 - 15 

obovr are the vim··i:; of thl" <3outh AfricPn Dnv•"'tmentfl concerned . 

~rO!;..Q.~"'L~'2....9e.r~- t:_fl!. Jfu_~<' ~ t n _ ~hL'jlJ..'lQ _of _Eo· th Africe. ... 

l?. AA p result o~ the 1··prtlnc c>nc'I post-\·'[>!' revlvrl of 

!nterePt in the ~ntarctic ann t he lr.~o~t~nce attechcn bv 

the T'nited K!m;c'10m 'tove~r..~ent to stren,,.thenln~ lte lnchopte 

ch ms in ths t Rrec>, the Pol"'!" Cooml ttC' O n .. ove~ber 1°45 

nvlter th~ Fo~e!.~n or~ice nnr thP Col~n!al 0ffice to examine 

the ('IUeAtlon whether it w..,s not Cle81:?".,blc thDt the Prince 

Enwnra Isl~nas Ahoulf be attscheci to e nprt of the Brlt1eh 

Comrnonwenl th for nom1 nlstrr.itlve nu .. nosPB. As " result of 

com'!lente recc1vec 1.t \··9s i::1.ig~eatcc' t hPt the lslenc'lA mlght 

either be ~ttach~c' t0 the F~lklpnr I~lPnd Denencenclee or 

ccnec to the ··ni on of South Afr!ce. It should be noteo, 

however, ln conncct:on wit~ the ~i .. st ~lternptlve, that thP 

cilstancc between the ?r~nce Enw.,~r Islpn~s 8nd the F .. lklanc 

Islrnds le eone 4,00 m~le~ -..s co'Dpprea w!.th l,2'l0 miles 

fro!Il So1,•h Africa. 

18 . The ''ni t ea :aniZdl"I~ '1ovP"'nr.icnt subAeouently !nt1~tec1 

thpt there "1n111a be no object!or. to the "nlon 3-overn"lr>n t 

"flc"ulr.tng;' the Prince Ec"rP-r~ Islonas ehoulci thev wish to 

co eo l!nci they el"e ex.,mlnlni:; the leg:il etenA which woul<' be 

neec'ec before thr> tr..,nAfer Ol" caE1slon (lf such it cpn bl' 

Cf'lle~) \•10U1<" t.qke "1l"Ce. 

RPcommennetlons . / ... 
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, 13 .&t"o!.QJ.Qg!crl Imnotle.Q.c.Q... 

In th~ cv~nt of ~n P-ir route bclng oAtPbliah~d 

b~tw~"n the Union ~na AustraliP, when the 1el~nds w111 be 

reoulred for direc tion finclng, r0gulDr and frecuent 

wcnthcr reports from th~ lsl3nds will be cssent1Rl 1n order 

to secure ndeouatc meteorological urotcct1on. It le 

estimated that an p.mount of an~roxlmetely £15,000 would be 

rcouircd to establish e meteorologlc~l stnt1on e0u1nued with 

eaeouRte wlrclcse f~c111t1cs pnd th~t an Pmount of aonrox-

1mi:i tely £6 , 000 lnclua 1ng £2, 000 for tr"lneryort 'l·•oulr be 

nPcess~ry yeRrly to ~~ 1nt~in the st~tlon . Wl·it"'ther or not 

the outlDY woula benefl t the services 1n tho Union by a 

correauonn1ng pmount is P nucstlon whlch cpn only be 

l'nswerecl bv @ctual triel. ~hore arc ccrtelnly lPrgc 

noss1b111t1es uartlcularly in reg~ra to ~cdlum range fore­

Ct'Sts (four t0 five d<>ys) for which in t ho e outht>rn hem~­

anhore thcr P. le et uresent toe 11 ttl0 regular ln~o,..:na tlon 

~vpllabl e uarticularly fr.om th~ Antarctic An~ bordcrin~ 

rc'1.''ons . Pro""e>a"'or C3nllhaus who r0ccntly surveyed the 

··n1on 1 a meteorolog1cel services coneic'lored that the catab-

11shmont of temnorary meteorological atet1ons on lsl~nde 

towa,..de the Antf!rctlc le d.esir;ible ln order to drtermlnt.1 tha 

valun or such stations for routlnc use ln the future. 

~conom.l.c I "'"IOrj;,.encc . 

14. Eroerloncc nr1 or to 1939 se~ms to hevc shown tha.t 

the lGlC"nC!s ~rorc of 11 ttle or no economic 1r.rnor:;ancP . Ir. 

1942, however, lt wae renortnd thet conel~creble ouant!t1es 

of guenl) W<'rC' dcnos1 tcd pnd the Dl'uertmcn t of Com.-:iercc and 

Industrlos now conal~ers thpt 1 t 1:1:r.ould be oosslble ti) obtain 

a cons1nerabl0 amount of gu3no P.nnu~lly, nrov1ded lt ls 

collected b0forc th r r~lny see.son stsrt~. Mr. G.D. Irvln 

of Irvin vna Johnson con~.'..~cre that thE're are fevourpble 

sPal1n~ no~s1b111t1es from thP nolnt of view of thr fur 

mprk. t/ ... 
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develonm~nt of th0 route but !~_1a ~-QQD!!.ngrnc~ which 

mu~t_now be stu~~-2!.!.!h_~uch reor~ enr1ous.e~f.!l.!1Q!l.r....J:.~ 

v1cl·· of _the- nreacn.t .... !LltuPtion_Pnd noesible dc>vrlonmentfl in -----------
Indle,_f.Of ..ih~-11J:.dc'll.c: Eps t. 

11 . In the ODlnlon o~ the South Afrlcpn Chief of 

~~nerpl StPff, moccrn lon~ r~n~c w~anons, the feet th~t 

pccurete wopthl?r forccnot'n~ ls of the gr0pteat imoortQncc 

in wnrf~rc, vna t~Q oreP~nt unc0rto1n oosition in the 

iMoortancc to the Union. From thl" short t(rrt vlt'w the 

islpnda would undoubtedly b~ p liPbillty to the Union snd 

? t thl? most would orovlde a metcorologic~l atetion which 

might cor.sldernbly improve> the forecastlng of South African 

wcpther condttlons. In tho lon"-= vi ,.,, however, the C1Uestion 

er!scs th~t 1f ~011th Afrlcs:i rio 0 not lpv cl"lm to th<' 

iSlt.'ndA now P.nd the United Kingdom s:illo\\'a Eluch cl.~!m cis it 

h~a to lanee, th~re ls the ~oaslbility th~t they mpy be 

clpimccl bv so!:le otht"l" c ountry that mew not be frl0n'3ly 

dlADOEled toweraa the T~ion. For th? nroncr acfence of the 

~nlon, thor0forr, th~ island~ must r~mnln at l~ast ln 

frl.:nal:v henas . It ls felt thAt tho onlv ~ay to nnsurr 

thlA is fn~ South Afric~n soverelgntv to bo established ~a 

~ oon ns ~o0 s1ble . 

12. ?rovlded costs are not e ~~Jor consl~cratlon lt 

should be noselble to lpy ~o~~ 8 lpnclng strip end to 

construct a smell harbour but until a oroner reconnaissance 

ls made. 1t ls imnosslble to gl\·e even e rough cstlm?te of 

the capital cost . Thr South Afr1cen Air Force ana the 

South Afrlcar. N">Vrll Force ~re ln D T}091 t1or. to unae .... tak,"' n 

combined air end ~Pa reconnaissance almost 1mmenlatoly, but 

to ensure succens Auch reconnaissance should be made during 

tho nroeent sum~or weath0r conattiona . 

13 . / ..... 
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(c) Comolotcd Cl31m by occuoatlon, i:e . , by the 
eAtabl1shment and m~intenancc of the neceasary 
Adminl strati on . 

In this connection the standard or what constitutes 

Pffcctivc occunation and control must vary wlth the 

roeter1al conaitlons of the territory concerned, It ls no 

longer suffic1;nt merely to legislate for tho territory, to 

issue whaling or oth0r licences, to arrange occ~eional 

visits, to annolnt Magistrates or genL rcilly exercise the 

functions of sovora1gnty . In other worcs little or no 

weight now attached to discovery; the reoulrom0nts of 

effectiveness of nossess1on arc now greeter and the 

necessity of cnntinultv of effective noesese1on ls nov 

emerg.1.ng allllost E!S a ne"~ renu1rement of internAtlonal law 11 • 

9. On th~ bASis of the above oolnion the Polar Committee 

in Lon<' on accldea that it wee extremc>ly doubtful whother 

3ny but an incho~te British title now ~xlets and thst should 

tho 1slonc'ls be -t'ormAlly E!nncxc>d, th\'.' annexing no\' r would 

l~vo to qrran~~ ~t lepet that they shoul~ b e visited ond to 

ex~rciee eomc form of f~ectlve control . 

Atretf'gtc Imrortflncc of thi3 Islendei, 

10. In May 1944 the United Kingnom Air Minletry 

conelrt red th~ e!tu~tlon in the Antarctic from the point 

of view of air transnort . The Air Staff concludc>d that 

"the Antnrctlc if euit~bly develoned :night ~akc ooeelbl.:> an 

air route from th~ Unlt~d Kingdom to Australia end the 

P~clfic v1A South Africa , This wculd prob~bly reoulre the 

cstsbllshment of staging points on the Prince Edward 

Islands pna Macoueric Islend, as wall es at eevcr~l no1nts 

on the Ant~rctic continent. 

of first rptc imnortAnce if the main Emnire route to the 

~C~~ wee brnkcn Qy_cn~my occ~tion n~ nQ!!l.lUeJ~l.QD Of~l rtA!~ 

IJ:r...rd. §QmP oth0r ces<'ntlel 11 ... n!s.~. As this contingtncy was 

at th~ time a rcnot~ one the Alr Stnrf diC. not recommend 

develonnent of thQ ro1.tt~ but 1 t_lA A cqnt.1.ruU'JJQV which nuAt 

now/ •• . 
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In 1926 th~ i elands wcrP leased by the n1tcd 

K1ng~om Government for ten yPare to the "Krrguclcn 8Pal1ng 

e.na 0111ng Corrroeny of CRoe To"·n . '' Thie British Conmany, 

a subsidiary of Irvin end Johnson (S. A. ) Ltd ., was granted 

<'xcluAiv0 whalln~, eesllng, guBno pnc m1ncr~l rights. The 

terms of the leas~ ~ ncludod oormlseion to dlsol~y tho Br1tleh 

flag as occasion mi~ht rc~ulro in oroof of occuoatlon ~no 

th1 obligAtion to ~rrct e nevi~atlo~~l beecon , By 

rema's t of the Company th1• 1 es1 waR term na ted in 1934, 

the Company stating that they h~d not exercised thelr 

rights under th~ l~es( since 1930 and that conditions 

had dcv~loped which prohibi tea uEl1' bPing made of these 

rlghte; no minerals or gueno hed bee~ found an~ the nr1cc 

of b~l made cleph?nt e~~ling unoroflt@ble. 

Th~ rucstiov of l~gal title to th~ Islends . 

? • There ant><' ers to bo som<' a oubt wh<'thcr the Hnl t od 

Kingdpm Gov0rnmcnt ?O~~css~d a good title to th0 iel~n~s in 

1934 I tho d:cot0 wh< ... n th,., last lcaE:lc was tC'rrr nat0d) . Ev en 

if 1 t is cons id creel thet this exlat. a. in 1934 th""rc rcmoins 

a doubt WhPthPr th~ iSl?ndg meV not Q~'.::., b('l_r?ge!.'deg_e! 

hf!.~-lllL~r?}_~a £.n~-fJl9.__g_§_he v ~ .ng__r£..Y.££~ tg_~ 

8 , The lcgql aso~ct o~ t~rritoriel sovereignty hns 

be n summarised by the ~egal A~vieur to the Foreign or~ice 

es follo\o:e : "Claim to territorial sovcrrl.gnty mey br. 

dlvldod into thre~ categori~s: 

(a) Claim by virtue of discovery, which gives 
inchbatc right of short dur ation , 

(b) Claim by virtue of formal act of ~nn<'xat1on, 
Again giving lnchbat~ right, eff0ctlv~ only 
for a llmitea n~rion to o~rfoct a claim by 
edmln1strPti on . 

(c) / . . ... 
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,.t.n t he OT>i n1on Of thei r LegP.l A0v!acrs, 11 the granting of a 

~eec Bnd the holstlng of e Br1tlsh flog bv the ocounl~r 

wcr£" tantell'.oun t to annexation'' . c~nseouently the i s lands 

were nrv~r f ormally ~nnexcd before t he lenao was granted . 

Dr . Newton, however , never hoisted the Br1tlsh ~lag nor dld 

he ocouny t he islands or make any other us( of hiA conc~ee1on . 

3 , In 1909 the Souther n StPling Cofflp~ny of Cen~ To~rn 

advi sed t he Act i ng f.Ilgh Commi ssioner for So11th AfricEJ th<i t 

thf'y h.'."Cl. ce t nbl.i.ehrc'! o aettlcmrnt of t went:v men on M:1r1on 

Islena ! or t he nurooac of collPcting clfnh~nt eo~l 0il ~na 

skin~ and that they m .. nt''d e em~ll stc:>mer wh1cr "·as being 

ue1Pd to "1e1nt.,1r. comr.:un1cat1on wl th Ceue Town . ~c 

f}overnor of the Cnoe Colon:v lnfor'lled the Fnre gn Of 1'icc of 

these develoo:r.ent~ 2nd Wes in~tructf'd th~t ln vie"· of the 

licence grante~ to Dr . Newton in 1908 the islands "must be 

c~nstaererl es alrepfy undrr Brltlsh aovcrel ;nty 11
, 

In 1910 it was no1nted out thpt thl~ L~~el A<'lvlscrs ' 

on ni on ~os based on erroneour pr~m1acs , that the action 

gr~ntlng o lOASO hrd not been ~DCC cffrct 1vc by Auff1C1Qnt 

ect~ of occunption, pnc that the 1eland h~d ncvor Clasca 

to be tcrra nulllus . 

5 . In 1910 i n reply to en cnau ry whPth,r the l~lands 

wcr<? Brl t !.sh te r ritory the ~orwegian Govt"rnmrnt wcrC' 

1nfor m('d that llccncr ha~. b~cn grantee to D.,.. . NC\o'ton end 

that the unac~ K1ngdo:n Govcrn:n"nt w\~rc not -orcnarcd to 

~rant ~ llccncP ~o mor~ then on~ ~1)1')11cnnt . In rC:>pl., to 

a s i mile r cnoulr~· from thf' Freme!'! Gov~rnment 1n tht· enmc 

veer t was atstcd thnt thr isl~n~s hed been anncxca and 

w~ra und·r British eov~rcigntv . In r~Ply to an ('nou1ry 

~roM the German Government l n 1928 it wee stated that the 

lolrnds boa b~Pn ann~xrd l n 190e en~ thnt e 21 y~ar 11ouncc 

hea bC'cn grnntcc t o Dr ... N;-"•ton . 

6 . I ..... 
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ESTABLIRHMli'NT OF SOUT"! AFRICAN SOVEREI'i.'l"l 
OVER PRI:JCE EDW~D J:SLANDS._ -·- . _ 

~eogr~nhy efil History . 

1 . The two 1sl~nds of this grouo, Marlon and Prince 

Sdwara, are e tuatea 1,200 miles emtth east 0f the Union. 

(let . 46° 45 1 6 1 long . 37° 50 1 E, ) They were discovered 

by the Frenchman ~arlon-Dufresne 1n Jpnuarv, 1772 . In 

1776 Cantaln Cook ssilec between the two iel~nds ~na gave 

them their nreeent names . From 1802 onward a the s;i:roup \':a.a 

vlelted by American P. nd British sealers, but very little 

deflnlte information about their visits hes survived . 

During the nineteenth century souncUnga off shore were made 

by British and French ves~els , In 1873 a narty from a 

BritiAh npval vessel lended on Xarlon Isl~na for a rev hours . 

In 1910 tr e 0 t~akefi eld 11 ;.•hich hAd been ch-..rtererl by the 

Government of v~ ctorla to search for t he missing 11 Weratsh" 

made a thorourh senrch of both tslanao. Further visits 

were me de 1n 1029, 1935 by the ''DiscoveryII '', 1939 by the 

French sloop 11 Bougv1nv1lle 11 nnd in 1940 by H. ~ . . S, "Neptune " 

but none of these exneoitions succeeded in landln~. 

? . In 1906 DT" . ···.B. '!ewton, a British subject, auplied 

to the Colonial Office for e concession to work the 1ano 

deposits then thought t') eYist on the Prince Edward Islands . 

Nothing could be found in the Foreign Office or Admiralty 

Archives to shol·' that the islands he~ ever been claimed by 

rny Government . Eno·1lr of the French r.tovcrnment ln 1907 

elicited the re~ly that onerat:ons on these islande woulc 

be a matter of 1ndiff0rence to them. Dr. Newton was 

grDntod a l caAC for 21 years from Febru~ry 1908. At the 

t1mo t he Colonial Office informed the Foroign Offlco th~t 

ln the/ .... 
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Government of V!.ctorla to search for the m1a ... 1ne>; 11 Weratsh 11 

maae a thorough search of both 1elan0o. Fur-ther vla1ts 

were mode in 1929, 1935 by the 11D1ecoveryII", 1939 by the 

French sloop 11 Bouge1nv1lle~ and in 1940 bv u.· .s. 11 Nentune 11 

but none of theAe exnedltlons succeeded 1n landin~ . 

2 . In 1906 n~ . ~~B. ~ewton, a B~itlsh subject, annlied 

to the Colonial Office for a conceeeion to work tl1e 1ano 

denoslts then thou~r.t to e~1st on the Prlnce Edword Islands . 

~othing could be touna in the Forelgn Office or Admiralty 

Archivos to show that the islands had ever been cla1~ea by 

l':l:f Governmcn t . £ncu1r• of the French ~ovcrnment in 190? 

cl1c1 tP.d the r enly that oneratlons on these 1slandR would 

be n mDtter of indifference to them. Dr . Newton was 

~rontod o looac for 21 years from February 1909. At the 

time the Colonlal Office informed tho Foreign Offtco th..,t 

in the/ .. .. 


