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LUGPOS. 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA. 
D E P A R T M E N T O F E X T E R N A L A F F A I R S . 
D E P A R T E M E N T V A N B U I T E L A N D S E S A K E . 

C A P E T O W N . 

7 - MAY 1 9 5 1 
The Ambassador E x t r a o r d i n a r y and P l e n i p o t e n t i a r y 

o f t h e U n i o n o f S o u t h A f r i c a , 
P A R I S . 

R a d i o L i n k - u p between K e r g u e l e n and M a r i o n 
I s l a n d s . 

I w i s h t o i n f o r m y o u t h a t I was a p p r o a c h e d i n 
t h e c o u r s e o f F e b r u a r y by t h e F r e n c h Ambassador w i t h a p r o -
p o s a l t h a t a r a d i o l i n k - u p between K e r g u e l e n and M a r i o n 
I s l a n d s i n t h e A n t a r c t i c s h o u l d be e s t a b l i s h e d . 

T h i s w o u l d e n a b l e t h e t w o s t a t i o n s t o e x c h a n g e 
i n f o r m a t i o n o f m u t u a l i n t e r e s t , e s p e c i a l l y o f a m e t e o r o l o g i c a l 
n a t u r e . I t was a l s o s u g g e s t e d t h a t i t m i g h t be u s e f u l t o s e t 
up d i r e c t c o n t a c t b e t w e e n K e r g u e l e n and P r e t o r i a . 

The m a t t e r was r e f e r r e d t o t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f 
T r a n s p o r t and t h e C h i e f o f G e n e r a l S t a f f who have i n d i c a t e d 
t h a t t h e y a r e i n f a v o u r o f t h e p r o p o s a l . 

The D e p a r t m e n t o f T r a n s p o r t i n p a r t i c u l a r welcomed 
t h e i d e a f r o m a m e t e o r o l o g i c a l a s p e c t . T h e y added t h a t i n 
r e g a r d t o t r a f f i c between t h e U n i o n and K e r g u e l e n i t w o u l d be 
p r e f e r a b l e f r o m an e n g i n e e r i n g p o i n t o f v i e w t h a t messages 
f r o m o r t o K e r g u e l e n be r e l a y e d t h r o u g h M a r i o n I s l a n d , i n s t e a d 
o f s e t t i n g up d i r e c t r a d i o c o n t a c t b etween K e r g u e l e n and t h e 
U n i o n . 

The Ambassador h a s been i n f o r m e d a c c o r d i n g l y 
and he h a s been a s k e d t o i n d i c a t e what s t e p s w i l l h a v e t o 
be taken to put the proposal into effect. 
D.B.Sole 

S E C R E T A R Y F O R E X T E R N A L A F F A I R S . 
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51, Avenue Hoche, Paris (8e) 

L ' A m b a s s a d e d e l ' U n i o n d e l ' A f r i q u e d u S u d 

p r é s e n t e ses c o m p l i m e n t s a u M i n i s t è r e des A f f a i r e s Étrangères 

e t a l ' h o n n e u r d e p o r t e r à sa c o n n a i s s a n c e q u e l e G o u v e r n e m e n t 

d e l ' U n i o n de l ' A f r i q u e du Sud é t u d i e a c t u e l l e m e n t les m o y e n s 

d e m e t t r e en v a l e u r l ' I l e M a r i o n . 

La t a c h e d u Gouvernement s e r a i t f a c i l i t é e p a r 

l ' o b t e n t i o n d e rapports officiels relatifs au développement 

d e 1'horticulture, de l'afforestation, du cheptel, etc... 

dans les iles soumises à des conditions similaires à celles 

prévalant à l'Ile Marion; il a donc chargé cette Ambassade 
de demander au Gouvernement Français si les autorités 

responsables des iles Kerguelen, Amsterdam et Crozet, n'auraient 
pas établi des rapports de cette nature et dans l'affirmative 

s'ils serait possible de les communiquer aux Autorités sud-

a f r i c a i n e s . 

L'Ambassade searit en conséquence très reconnais-

s a n t e a u Ministère des Affaires É t r a n g è r e s de tous renseigne-

m e n t s qu'il pourrait lui donner en la matière et qui seront 

a u s s i t ô t transmis au Gouvernement de l ' U n i o n . 

L'Ambassade remercie à l'avance l e M i n i s t è r e 

d e l ' a i d e q u ' i l voudra bien l u i a p p o r t e r et s a i s i t c e t t e o c -

c a s i o n p o u r l u i renouveler les assurances de sa très haute c o n -

sidération. J.FOURIE 

P a r i s , l e 1 8 J u i n 1 9 5 1 . 

MINSTERE DES AFFAIRES ETRANGERES 

Service du Protocole, 

Quai d'Orsay, 

Paris (7e) 
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51, Avenue Hoche, P a r i s (8e) 
3 1 s t J u l y , 1 9 5 1 . 

THE SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 
P R E T O R I A 

(in d u p l i c a t a ) 

M a r i o n I s i a n d Development 

W I t h r e f e r e n c e t o y o u r m i n u t e No.P.M. 1/96/2 
o f t h e 6 t h J u n e , 1952, I s u b j o i n a t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e 
c o n t e n t s o f a n o t e d a t e d t h e 2 7 t h J u l y , 1951, r e c e i v e d 
f r o m t h e F r e n c h M i n i s t r y o f E x t e r n a l A f f a i r s : -

" W i t h r e f e r e n c e t o t h e n o t e o f t h e Embassy 
o f t h e U n i o n o f S o u t h A f r i c a d a t e d t h e 18th J u n e , 
1951, t h e M i n i s t r y o f E x t e r n a l A f f a i r s h a s t h e 
h o n o u r t o t r a n s m i t t o t h e Embassy t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 
w h i c h i t has r e c e i v e d from t h e competent F r e n c h 
a u t h o r i t i e s r e g a r d i n g K e r g u e l e n , Amsterdam 
and C r o z e t I s l a n d s : -

T h e F r e n c h M i s s i o n s o n t h e A u s t r a l I s l a n d s , 
w h o se a c t i v i t i e s h a v e o n l y been o f two y e a r s ' d u r a -
t i o n , have so f a r d e v o t e d t h e m s e l v e s e s s e n t i a l l y 
t o s t r u c t u r a l work w i t h t h e r e s u l t t h a t i t h a s 
been p o s s i b l e t o r e a l i s e i m p o r t a n t a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
and s c i e n t i f i c i n s t a l l a t i o n s . 

"As a r e s u i t o f t h e p r i o r i t y a c c o r d e d t o 
s t r u c t u r a l work, t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e M i s s i o n s as 
r e g a r d s l o c a l a c c l i m a t i z a t i o n o f f a u n a and f l o r a 
h a s a s f a r been t o o l i m i t e d t o a l l o w t h e f o r m u l a t i o n 
o f any a u t h o r i t a t i v e o r r e l i a b l e c o n c l u s i o n s . 

"The e x p e r i m e n t s u n d e r t a k e n i n t h e l a t t e r 
f i e l d w i l l f r o m now o n be p u r s u e d s y s t e m a t i c a l l y and 
i t i s hoped t h a t t h e r e s u l t s w i l l s u p p l y m a t e r i a l f o r 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n w h i c h t h e F r e n c h Government w i l l be 
o n l y t o o p l e a s e d t o p l a c e a t t h e d i s p o s a l o f t h e U n i o n , 
t h e r e b y c o n t i n u i n g t h e good r e l a t i o n s a l r e a d y s t a r t e d 
on t h e o c c a s i o n o f t h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e p o s s i b i l i -
t i e s o f permanent r a d i o - t e l e g r a p h i c l i n k s between M a r i o n 
and K e r g u e l e n I s l a n d s . " 

J.F0URIE 

JF/CS 
SECRETARY 



P.M. 1/96/2. 

PRETORIA. 

17 - 8 - 1951 

DIE SEKRETARIS VAN VERVOER. 

O n t w i k k e l i n g van M a r i o n e i l a n d . 

Na a a n l e i d i n g v a n my d i e n s b r i e f n r . P.M. 1/96/2 

van 9 Augustus 1951 s t u u r ek h i e r n e w e n s , v i r u i n l i g t i n g , 

'n a f s k r i f van d i e n s b r i e f n r . 20/26 g e d a t e e r 3 1 J u l i e 

1951 van d i e U n i e Ambassade t e P a r y s , i n v e r b a n d met d i e 

o n d e r v i n d i n g van d i e F r a n s e R e g e r i n g i n d i e o n t w i k k e l i n g 

v a n K e r g u e l e n - , Amsterdam- en C r o z e t e i l a n d e . 

D.A.V. FISHER 
SECRETARIS VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE. 

D i e Buitengewone en Gevolmagtigde Ambassadeur 
van d i e Unie v a n S u i d - A f r i k a , 

PARYS. 

Ontvangs van d i e b e t r o k k e v e r s l a g word met 

dank e r k e n . 

SFKRETARIS VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE. 
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4. In t h e absence o f r e p o r t s from whaling s h i p s 
the i n f o r m a t i o n f o r the completion o f weather a n a l y s i s 
i n h i g h s o u t h e r l y l a t i t u d e s is very meagre, but i f the 
intended f l i g h t is scheduled t o take p l a c e b e f o r e t h e 
A n t a r c t i c i n f e r e n c e is brougnt i n t o o p e r a t i o n additional 
d a t a f o r a l i m i t e d p e r i o d will be added to those given 
in the inference b e i n g broadcast d a i l y from ZRO.1/2 at 
1015 G.M.T. 

5. The Department o f Transport would be happy 
t o a f f o r d any a a s i s t a n c e p o s s i b l e . It would be a p p r e c i a t e d , 
however, i f a d v i c e c o u l d be f u r n i s h e d a s soon as p o s s i b l e 
g i v i n g the dates when the f l i g h t s w i l l take p l a c e . 

P R E T O R I A , 
20 November, 1951. 

D. B. SOLE 
[DHS/HduP?]. 



The Department o f E x t e r n a l A f f a i r s has t h e 

honour t o r e f e r t o y o u r the Embassy's Note No. 85 of 2 0 t h September, 

1951, in r e g a r d t o t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a n a i r l i n k 

between Madagascar and K e r g e u l e n I s l a n d d u r i n g November 

o r December a s an experiment and has the honour t o s t a t e 

t h a t 

1. On t h e 8th October, 1951, arrangements were 

brought i n t o o p e r a t i o n f o r t h e scheduled t r a n s m i s s i o n o f 

M a r i o n I s l a n d r e p o r t s t o K e r g e u l e n I s l a n d a t 0645 and 

1245 G.M.T. from W i n g f i e l d (Cape Town). These messages 

i n c l u d e r e p o r t s o f o b s e r v a t i o n s made a t 0600 and 1200 

G.M.T. w h i c h are the o n l y main s y n o p t i c h o u r s a t w h i c h 

o b s e r v a t i o n s are made on M a r i o n I s l a n d . 

2. D u r i n g the w h a l i n g season an A n t a r c t i c 

i n f e r e n c e i s b r o a d c a s t from Cape Town r a d i o (ZSL) a t 

2130 G.M.T. on the f o l l o w i n g f r e q u e n c i e s : 

148, 4735, 8333 and 16670 E c s . 

3. These b r o a d c a s t s b e g i n when t h e w h a l i n g f l e e t 

i s on the A n t a r c t i c f i s h i n g grounds and i t i s expected t h a t 

t h e s e r v i c e w i l l be i n t r o d u c e d a g a i n during December. 

These i n f e r e n c e s are i s s u e d in p l a i n language and g i v e t h e 

p o s i t i o n o f c e n t r e s o f low and h i g h p r e s s u r e and f r o n t s 

t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e i r e x p e c t e d f u t u r e development and/or 

movement. 

2/..... 

P.M. 102/2/3. 
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
DEPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE. 
19th November, 1951. 
The Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
Paris, 

With the compliments of the 
Secretary for External Affairs. 

Met die komplimente van die 
Sekretaris van Buitelandse Sake. 
For your information 



Amb. 

If you are [suing?] Admiral [Barjol?] 
again. might I suggest that you [sound?] 
him about the Kerguelen Island project. 
(see below) 
25/8 


