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had occurred to us that it might be possible for the
Vessel which will relieve the South African weather
8tation on Gough Island to carry our expedition and
divert to Tristan on her return voyage. This, of
Course, would necessitate a short period at Gough Island
and it is felt that this might be a benefit as the
ge0logistes could examine the trachytic domes there as

& bagias for comparison with their studies on Tristan.

If pome form of South Africen asgsistance with |
the transportation of our expedition could be effected
early in the New Year we would fly our personnel to
Cape Town. The equipping of such an expedition presents
quite geparate problems and although it will be possible
for us to send = reasonable guantity of material by sea,
this will have tc be dome within a few weeks and I feel
it would probadly be beneficial for us to purchase many
items such as foodstuffs in Cape Town. If, as you suggest,
lir. Crawford would be prepared to co-operate in this
venture, I am sure his local knowledge of the isgland
would prove most valuable. Perhaps we could discuss
items which could be provided from this country at a
later stage. The major problems which come to mind are
those of suitable boats and radio equipment: a small
radio transmitter would be essential to enable the
expedition to maintain communication with any shipping
in the are=s in cagse of emergency. Perhaps regular
schedules might even be arranged with the fishing vessels
of the Tristan da Cunha Development Company. In any case
1 feel we must go into the question of range and
fregquenciees fairly carefully and some advice on the
frequencies usually employed on the Tristan - Cape Town
cireuit might be useful.

As you will realige, the plan for this expedi-
tion is in its very early stages and owing to the little
time available we must act as quickly as possible. I
should therefore be most grateful if you would kindly
give this matter your earnest consideration and engquire
on cur behalf what co-operation might be possible from
South Africa.

Yours asincerely,

(egd.) D. C. Martin

Assistant 3ecretary. .

J. A. Xing, Esq.,
Sou African Scientific Liaison Office.




COPY

THE ROYAL SOCIETY,

Burlington House,
London, W.l.

TCE/GEH/FBW
15 November 1961

Dear King,

Ae you are aware from our recent discussions,
the Royal Society is seriously contemplating sending a
smaell expedition to examine the voleanic activity on
the island of Tristen da Cunha. Soon after the eruptions
commenced, geologists in this country expressed their
interest in examining the island; in particular Professor
Kennedy of the Deparimesnt of Geology of Leeds University
stated that two members of his Department were most
anxiougs to vieit Tristan da Cunha at the earliest possible
date. Since then Dr. Lemaitre of the British Museum
(Natural History), who has already visited Tristan with
the Gough lsland Scientific Survey and in fact wrote his
Ph.D thesis on the mineralogy and petrology of the rocks
of Gough Island, hae slso expressed a wish %o revieit
the island.

Recently the gquestion of the possibility of a
small expedition was discussed at one of the Royal Society
conmittees and we have now set up a special committee %o
investigate the matter further. Our proposal is to gend
a small team of about half a dozen to the island to take
advantage of the rather unique opportunity of examining
an setive voleano of the type involving the protrusion of
a solid plug whilst it is sctually erupting, and this
means that any such expedition should visit the island
during the coming scuthern summer. Our committee will
be primarily concerned with detailing sclentific programmes
and appointing personnel, but meanwhile we are urgently
examining the possibdilities of transport to and from the
island because, as you will appreciate, this presents a
major problem.

We would very much like to seek South African
co-operation in this venture, particularly in so far as
transport to the island early in the New Year 1is concerned.
It is hoped that the relief of our party might be effected
by one of the vessels of the Falkland lslands Dependencies
Survey which will be returning from Antarctica about April
of next year and we are awaiting a decision on this.

You will, of course, realize that there is a
considerable degree of urgency about this matter if the
expedition is to spend a reascnable time on th# isalnd
and I should be most grateful if you wogld kindly explore
the possibilities of Scuth African co-operation and
assistance with the various departments concerned. It
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M. 1. BOTHA,

Minister.
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ALRMAL
URGENT 17th November, 1961.

IHE SECRETARY FOR POREIGN AFFAIRS.

Royal Soeciety Expedition to Tristan
ga Cunha

Enclosed for urgent consideration by the
appropriate South African authorities are three copies
of a2 letter dated 15th November, 1961, addressed by the
Asaistant Secretary of the Royal Society to Hr. J. A.
King, Scientifiec Adviser, in connection with an expedi-
tion the Royal Society is proposing to send to examine
the volecanic activity on Tristan da Cunha. Also attached
for background information are copies (in duplieate only)
of the draft mimutes of a meeting of "The South Pacific
Expedition Committee of the Royal Socciety held in London
on Tth November, and of a memorandum on the desirability
of a scientific investigation of the recent voleanie eruption
on the island.

2. It will be noted from the attached papers that
the Royal Soclety is considering the despatch of a team

of about half a dogen scientists to Tristan da Cunha

early in the New Year and that South African co-operation
in this venture is invited, particularly as regards the
provision of transport from Cape Town. In this regard
there is reference in the enclosed papers to the possi-
bility of passages for the members of the expedition being
obtainable on the South Afriecan Research Vessel whiech is
apparently echeduled to proceed to Cough Island in Jamuary.

3. The Scientific Adviser has already conveyed
certain preliminary information about the proposed
expedition in a personal letter (/19/K/4 of 10th November,
addregsed to Mr. C. Hide of the Scientifie Co-operation
Pivision of the C.5.1I.R., whom you may wish to contact

in this connection.

4. It would be most appreciated if this matter
gould receive urgent attention, and if we could be informed
ap soon as possible, preferably by telegram, whether the
South African authorities will be able to co-operate with
the expedition, especially as regards assistance with
transport. It is also possible, of course, that South

/African .,..




P:8.37/3

17th November, 1961.

The purpose of thia note is merely to draw
your personal attention to our urgent mimate r.S.37/3
of 17th November (in the eame bag) in regard to the
expedition which the Royal Society is proposing to
mount for the purposes of investigating the recent
voloanic phenomena on Tristan da Cunha. South African
co=-operation has been invited in this exercise, particularly
&g regards transport. Time is of the essence, however,
and anything you can do to expedite inter-departmental
consideration of the matter would be of the greatest help.
We feel here that there is mach to be gained in co-
operating in this type of venture, particularly with a :
body such as the Royal Society, and no doubt you will ]
share this view. ‘

A. J. OXLEY

P. H. Philip, Esq.,
Department of Foreign Affairs,
Pretoria.

+ I%¥ could, perhaps, keep cur foot in the door for
any possible re-establishment of our weather
station, if we were to show this continued

interest in the island.
AD/AG
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&. It would be most appreciated if this matter
gould receive urgent sttention, and if we could be informed
as moon as poseible, preferably by telegram, whether the
South African authorities will be asble to co-operate with
the expedition, especially as regards assistance with
transport. It is also poesible, of course, that South
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08 agroed to report to Counoll that Sir Vivian Puchs .
the possidbility of diverting R,R.8, as
® oarrying & quantity of geophysical equipment, that Admirsl
ed to investigate the avelladbility of H.M.Z2. Proteotor, and
‘$Ba% 1t was 1ts view that, should it be possible, Dr Holdgate should be
#iven an opportunity of visiting the daland; Dr Holdgato was, in any
"":;dlpemm the ourrent southern summer with the Faliland Islands
encies Survey and if either H,M.S. Protestor or R.R.3. 3hacklet
oould call at Tristan da Cunhs on return from Antarctica it might be
Possible to arrenge for him to be aboard. The Committee agreed to

‘mtof.'.md.ll

(a) that, due to the urgent need for study of the Tristan ds Cunhs
wlcanic sotivity, an expedition be sent in December

' (b) that Cowncil set up & ssall ad hoo committee, consisting of

; Professor W.Q. Kennedy, 8ir Vivian Puchs, Professor L.R. Wager,
Sir Bdward Bullerd, Dr 8.H. Shaw and such others as Couneil
might determine, which would report direct to Council but
maintain lisison with the South Pecific Expedition Committes, to
oonsider the solentifio programme for a first expedition and
the means by which this ocould be achieved

(o) that approaches be smade immedistely to the South African Government,

the Royal Navy end the Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey con-
oerning the availability of shipping.

B e L R P T B P

) P o .. L R S

8 Noveambar 1961
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~ . THE ROYAL SOCIETY  c/155(s1)

VLT PALLYIL BAPBRUITION CUMMLLT SR

Iristan da Curnha

m&ﬂghald on 7 November 1961 (advance draf't)

__* At the Cheirman's invitation, Professor Kennedy reported that the
Moent valoanic aotivity on Tristan da Cunhe had followed & period of

__u Sctivity and that so far as wes known there hat been no similer
~#%%ivity on this island for some 2500 years. The present eruption was

o88 of particular soientific interest as it involved the protrusion of
& #alid plug or dome and in the pest there have been few opportunities
of studying voloanic phenomens under such conditions, Professor Kennedy
Foported that he felt it was highly desirable that a team of sclentists
should study this activity as soon as possible but apprecisted the

ty of getting persomal there due to the remoteness of the island;
it was understood the the Colonial Office would be taking no sction in
the near future, It was reported that there was an urgent need to send
& party of four or five solentists to spend at least a month on the island
and thet it was known that at least three were available and anxious to
8+ Two of these were geologists from Professor Kemnedy's own department
end the third was Dr R. Lemaitre from the British Museum (Natural History),
& petrologist who had visited Tristan da Cunha when he was & member of the
Gough Island Scientific Survey.

The Chairman said that it would be extremely valuable if a biclogist
oould also visit the island amd suggested that Dr M.W. Holdgate would be

" 'the 14eal person sines he already had some experience with the flora and

of both Tristan da Cunha and Gough Talamd. Dr Holdgate said thet,
view, the biologioal study was not so vital at this stage since the
ions sppeared to be fadrly looslised and, other than the effects

the gases might have produced, he anticipated few biclogioal changes.
He stated that he felt the bioclogiloal study would certainly be important
when the activity had quietened down and recoclonisation had commenced.

He would, however, welcome the opportunity to visit the islard et an early
date in order to make a preliminary blclogical survey and also to collect
peat cores with ash bands in order to cbtain more data on past voloanio

aotivity.

It was agreed that there was urgent need for a small party of
geologists and vulcanologists to spend & short time on Tristan da Cunha
the ocurrent southern summer and that it might be desirable to con-
slder establishing self-reccrding inatruments and arranging for more com-
prehensive geoclogiocal and diological studies in future years,

The main problea about mounting an sxpedition to Tristan da Cunha
was that of transport and warious possidilities were suggested. Sir
Vivian Puohs was azked . hether it might be possible to divert one of the
Falidend Islands Dependencies Survey ships returning from Antarctiocs and
he agreed that this might be posaible provided s strong case oould be made,
The Hydrographer sgreed to the suggestion that H.M.3. Protector might halp
and undertook to investigate this as he agreed that a series of depth
soundings around the island would be extremely useful. It was further
reported that the South Afriocan research vessel Eg_j_._a%tg would be
visiting Gough Ialand early in the New Ysar to establish a weather
station and that she might be prepared to divert to Tristan da Cunha,
The Tristan da Cunha Development Company had some passages on this vessel
and prepared to cancel theam in favour of the sciemtists., It was
in eddition to the interest of British ssientists it was
Belgian Institute of Vulcanology and the United States
0ffioe of Naval Ressarch were anxicus that soms action be taken and possible
South African interest was also suggested., In considering the posaidble
composition of the party it was
Eemnedy' s Department and Dr Lemad might usefully be supported by two
Tristan Ialanders and the Belgian vulcanclogist, Dr Tasief might also be

el
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agreed that the two geologlats from Professor
tre
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WA, _'f?fi) Pilting,

(1) Extent of rock falls and stadility of oliffs, recent frao-

turing.
A (J) Effect on water supply and Settlement,

.'2s  Past history

(a) Geological survey of ialand to gstablish volocanic chronologys

» . '{®) Collection of specimens of K/A dsting.

{c) Collection of specimens for palaeomagnetic work. It would
be interesting to use the same specimens for both (a) snd (b).

o] B

(f) Collection of pest ocores for c"’ dating

(g) Evidences of explosive activity in past

wis 11.(d) Bxaminstion of the other secondary cones on the island.

w4207 (8) Re-examination of the nsture of the Settlement platform.

of any ash bands.

geological hiatory.

This programme would necessitate & field expedition including a
joist and a geochemist, in sddition to geologists., In view of
transport difficulties, the entire field perty should not exceed from
four to six scientists. Thers is reason to believe that the trans-
“portation difficulties to the 1sland might be overcome.

Any sotion which may be taken, mist be taken soon, 1.00:

1 . ¥hile the eruption is still in progress,

2., Preferably during the summer season in the Southern Hemisphere.

P There is some small element of danger as the sruption may develop
" 4pte a viclently explosive phass. The risk, however, 1s a oaloulated

one which any volcenologist would asocept,

This eruption on Tristan da Cunha presants
to Anvestigate what 1is virtually a newly initist

a unigue opportunity
eod voloano situated on

boe of the major struoturel features of the earth's surface (the Mid-
Atlantic Ridge) and such an opportunity might not recur.

¥.Q. KENNEDY




. TOR/A(&) THE ROYAL SOCIETY eR/A(61)
¢ _

| ired of & Bolentific Investigati | .

A Voloanio Eruption on the of Tristen da Cunha

T™he island of Tristan da Cunha in the 3outh Atlantic represents a
ave voloano, of presumably Pleistocens to Recent age, which has boen
Wllt wp from the floor of the oocean, on the scuthern part of the Mid-
Atlantio Ridge., Something is known of the petrogrephy of the island,
but no very precise geologicsl dsts are availsble concerning the
fetadled structure and voleanio chromology of the island.

‘ There is no record of an eruptiom within historic times and, on
! the basis of the soant geochromologiocal data, it would appear that the
. woloant has been completely insctive for e period of at least 2,500
! ' 'years. © At the deginning of August, 1961, manifestetions c” highly
localised, seismioc activity initiated a phase of reorudescent volcanisa
which oulminated, at the beginning of Ootober (B-10 October), with the
development of an active volcanic oentre in the area of the settlement
Platesu at the northern end of the island, This led to the evacuation

o~ of the populstion,

It is apperent, from the eye-witness scoounts, and froa photogrephs
Sabed doring the sarly phases of the eruption, that the type of voloani- ._
sity imvolves the protrusion of & solid to viscous lave dows. u

«", - ‘ﬁo eruption on Tristas is partioularly interesting in view of;

di: The very long period of quisscence (probably several thousands of
years) thst preceded the present remewal of aoctivity;

2. The naturs of the voleoanioity (i.e., protrusion of & lave dome
pather than explosive sotivity or norsal emission of lavs);

Sl =

3, The eccentrio position of the new foous of activity relative to
the main central crater.

| , A soientific study of the phenomens now being displayed is clearly
] 5 . deaipatle and must be regarded as the responsibility of British science,
- an investigetion should include:

Ay Rresept eruptive phass . -
' ' (s) Detailed cbservationa of the type,magnitude, rate of growth,
ete,, of the sctivity.

I " (b) Temperature and viscosity of the extruded material, nature and
character of gas emission, ete.

n"

4

(o) Critiosl exsmination of the rest of the island for any signs
of sotivity elsewhere, o.g. fumerclic sotiom, land slips,
orscks, chenges in shore-line, changes in water level in the

‘ lakes.
, (4) Geochemical character of lava, gases, fluids, eto.
(o) Magnetometer survey.

(f) Gravity survey.

(g) Beismic survey.

e r———_— P
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likely to
goodwill m.c mu contribution to South African

;I‘m'“lnarlhmponwaoyusomwupnfnh |
v to arrange for & ship returning from Antarctic bases -
;.hﬁ'hmmxnm Dependencies Survey to csll at Tristan

‘ Cunha 0 uplift the members of the expedition. The Royal

Society would be very willing to acoommodate the expedition %o

any sailing date which can be arranged, but it 4s hoped that it
ﬁuhﬁhhlunnurlyuponibh,ma bar has

been suggested as s departure date. In order that it may move

short notice the Sooiety plsns to comsign a lot of heavy
quipment from their stores to their agents in Gape Town (Thomas

®
=

Cook and Son, Ltd.). As a first rough estimate it is expected
::lt the totel weight of expedition equipment will be sbout five
NBe

I- I look forward to hesring from you about the possibility {
| of passages in the Gough Island relisf expedition ship, or failing !
this, any other alternatives there may be. I may mention that
Adniral Bierman, who is on an oversess visit, is at present in
Gﬂwwtdnmwnhmmw.m.ﬂmoﬁur .
is available, it is proposed that the possibility of !
| sending e South African Naval ship should be disoussed with him,

Mr. A.B. Crawford, whose name oame up in the discussion at |
thsbyllﬁoouv.iaanmtm‘rdthluthrmmu |
stationed at Cape Town. There is probably no one better informed |
on'!riltmhcmhnthanhhandlnmth:titﬁnbomst '|
helpful to have his sdvice on & wide variety of matters. I hope
tiet the Direotor of the Weather Bureau will be agreeabls to his \
uﬂiulbcmwuaumlmtmnwﬂdhwuuﬂl {
to have the Director's permiesion to write direct to Crawford if

this can be arranged. |

Mr. Coggins of the Tristen Development Co. is over here at !
present, and he has promised all the assistance he can give to i
the Roysl Society. I gather thet be would be willing to tranafer l

| berths he has booked im the Marionetie for the use of the Expedition. .]
I understand he is due to leave for South Africe on Monday .

This expedition will, of course, huve to be planned very
quickly, and I should be most grateful to have informstion about
the matters reised in this letter as soon as poasible.

With kind regardas,
Yours sincerely,

Jdohe %
Chief Scientifioc ;on Offioer

JAR/PAA/URY
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-. 17th November, 196l.

G5 Hide, E84e,
I.S.&.D,.
cts.IlR.'

Proposed Royal Soeie tion
fo T g

#ith reference to 'y letter of 10th Vovember, Professor
8.F. Jackson and I had a discussion with lr. G.0. Hennen and
Dr. D.C. Martin of the Noyzl Society on 15th November. Since
then Dr. Mertin has written to me formally and I enclose a
copy of his letter. I also enclose, for your information, =
copy of the minute of the South Pacific Nxpedition Committee
(now reconstituted ns the Southern Zone Expedition Committee)
of the Roysl Society and a copy of a membrandum prepared by
Professor 7.(. Kennedy (Head of the Hesearch Institute of
African Geology at Leeds University) on the desirability ol an
expedition to Tristan da Cunha.

The Royal Soclety seeks South African co-oparsation in this
expedition and in perticulsr would be glad if we could assist
in providing transport for the party to the island. It has
been suggested that the Scientific party might include one or

| sore South African members. It has been reported that

Professor Jimpson has been contemplating a visit to the island
and, if this is correct, he may be willing to co-uvperate in a
joint expedition. Another possibility is that a Jouth African
Geophysicist or Geochemist may be a useful addition to the team.
It seems likely that specialists in either of these fields may
be more valusble to the proposed expedition than Geologists,
especlally as there is the suggestion of imcluding Ir. Tasief
who is considered to be the leading vuleanologist and has carried
out investigations on sall known active velcanoes.

rrofessor Jackson and I think it important that we should
do sll we can to assist the ‘oysl Society in organising this
expedition and I heve spoken to Mr. John Oxley who is also in
sgreement snd is sending a letter to the Department of Fareign
affairs in to-dsy's diplomatic bag. Professor Jackson hes, I
pelieve, written a persomal note to Dr. Naudd. With the loss |
of our Commonwealth scientific links I think that co-opersilon
with the Noyal Society in this venture affords a good opportunity
for a practical demonstration of a wish on our part te continue
to work in close collaborationm with British scientists. I may
sgy that the Royal Soclety continues to regard South Africa as
an eligible participant in its Commonwealth co~operative under—
takings and | em convinced that it will be wvery mueh in our
poientific interests to foster and snooursge the [riendliness
which has been made evident. Although it is outside my province
te do so, 1 venture to remark that the proposed expedition to
explore an sctive voleano on an isolated island has all the elements
of populisr appeal and that co-operstion with the Hoyal Society is

/2----
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" i FRICAN COuNcIL Fop SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH I
I 1 70 CHANCRry gay
| ) SOUTH AFRICAN SCIENTIFIC LIAISON OFFICE
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278 HIOH HOLBOARN
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Mlyr

Scientific Liaison Officer 17th November, .96Gl.

With the Compliments of the

-
] . ixpedition
h; "\uw q"‘a“p\. (./u'rw-, QA prey
Wt ")vb"(..‘ bwr a oh#""""""*\ th lovesber, Professor
I_ 5 . th l‘u". r-:'o;-O HQM .ﬂrd
L’ hﬁy h &10" w‘- ] 15th November, wLDoe
ally and T enclose a |

IMC“ W ]/1-5:- P"'f'*— for your iniormstion, a

X: | ¢ Hxpedition Committee
A 1\|\U\L'_ & Expedition Committee)
' embrandum prepared by
r search Institute of
(/ n the desirability of an

"dcan oco—-oparation in this
glad if we could assist
_in providing transport 1or e peswy <0 the island., It has
been sugrested that the Scientiric party might include one or
'wore South African members. It has been reported that
Professor Simpson has been contemplating a visit to the island
end, if this is correct, he may be willing to co-cperste in a
Joint expedition. Another poseibility is that a South Arrican
Geophysicist or Gecchemist may be & uselul addition to the team.
It seems likely that specialists in either of these fields may
be more valuable to the proposed expedition than Geclogists,
especially as there is the suggestion of including Pr. Tasief
who is considered to be the leading vulcanologist and has carried
out investigations on all known sotive velcanoes,

Yrofessor Jackson and I think it ilmportant that we should
do all we can to assist the 'oysl Soeclety in organising this
expedition and I have spoken to Nr. John Oxley who is also in
agreement and 1s sending & letter to the Depsrtment of Foreign
Affairs in to-dmy's diplomatiec bag. Frofessor Jackson has, I
believe, written a persomal note to Ir. Naudé. #ith the loss
of our Commonwealth sclentific links I think that co-operstion
with the Rogyal Society in this venture affords s good op; ortunity
for a practical demonstration of a wish on ocur part to continue
to work in close collaborstion with British seientists. I may
sgy that the Hoyal Soclety continues to regard South Africa as
an eligible participant in its Commonwealth co-operative under-
takings and 1 am convineced that it will be very much in our
scientific interests to foster and encourage the friendliness d
which has been made avident. Although it is outside my province f
to do so, I venture to remark that the proposed expedition te )|
explore an active velcano on an isolated island has all the elements I
of' populer appeal and that co-operation with the Feyal Society is

i
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I'HE SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT.
THE PRUESIDENT: COUNCIL FOR SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL

L RESEARCH.
n

e ——— —

Royal Society Expedition to Tristan
da Cunha.

I encloge hercwith for your urgent 2ttiention copies
: o L&

g ol in ccumenta :
. & . il . ] b f-‘ v . L ]
Ly X the inlister in Lond M o

. r, /¥BN, dated t) t vember,

1 | adareased t9 the Scoi ific Attaché
n by ¢ saietant Secretary of the
i1et%y.
o inut f the Roval soclety, reference

C/158(61), of a meeting convened on the 7th
\Ovember, 1961,

te oyal Society lemorandus . L{6l) of the
14th November, 1961,
3 vilgse annexures, it will Berv

that 11 tif4 edition ¢ istan Anha
it ns i th loyal Jeiet) ) rve the
- reyt in action. You will note that
{ 1tion to'eoneist of four scientists

ibly ¢ Islanders, who woul Like to leave

VI ¥y Arly in the new year,

18, ver, I ith =
b ri 8 H¢ *Oclety has enquiz
7 in thies re Ard, possibly
¥y m ing available the requl i accommodation in the South
alricarn research vessel ”"=i;nubta“, wikieh it ig understood
/1ll be sailing f : land early'in lanuary,

AlShough it is not menglioned in the Attached
Lt oceurs $o this Department that he 'R.3.A."
be sailing about that time for Antar®tica.

\ ¥




. ; turn voyage from Tristan da Cunha evidently
‘oblem since there i possibility
- y be e to
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(# in 1 3T nas commente informallx
| : . 1] ol 1Nl J.ll_.,L_J
vy

n $ - 1 — & v
4. iy POIGRDE, rve %o (eéep our foot
i + s yye § v . < ~ s
i ¥ 10 ANy po ible re-—i tablishment of
ur weather station, if we were to show this

continued interest in the Island".

111 ;! tle be bearing in mind ¢) fact that
. tlons % T muonvealth scientiet r
L 7 iency to treat their South Africa: counterparts,
A i vel, LE Ll I1e Q:%umhf aI'e til
3 rt of tl e Comr u_'-_.'-.“l_-.;; ‘8. There may be technical, and
tacti < ntare in encouraging this tendency 0y going

It L ir ay to be co-operative with them.
I+ 3 o ¢ 4 i ¥ - —_ 4 " . g
y s ‘— Appreci ated 11 L_ request could be
ded as a matter of urgeney, and if this Department could
a8 B500n a8 poesible what pLyY should bs returned

P. A. Philip

The Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the Republic of South Africa,
LONDOHN »

Copy for your information. Your minute
No. P.S. 37/3 of the 17th November refers.

(1N
D)

ol

' SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
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ATRMAIL

24th November, 1961.

With reference to my personal note of 17th '
November about the proposed expedition to Tristan da
Canha, I should like to let you know that we have taken
advantage of his presence in London this week to acquaint
Admiral Biermann with the plane of the Royal Society.

Admiral Biermann was interested to hear about
the expedition and suggested that, if necessary, he
would be availadble for consultation in Cape Town as
from next week.

A. J. OXLEY

« H. Philip, Eeq., k
Department of Poreign Affairs,
Preteria.

i
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P.8.37/3 /3

{ 29th November, 1961.

'I', 1961-
’ _j Aso - f;'
In accordance with the request
in your letter (ref. 6/19/R/4/1) of the
27th November to me, I have handed to
the Ambassador your memorsndum about the 7th
proposed expedition to Tristan da Cunha.
da
As you know, Dr. Muller leaves Saka
London for South Africa this evening. pp—
wquaint
He will discuss the matter with t
the authorities in Pretoria. .
i = about
il e T r,'z ™
| :
| »a

A. J. OXLEY

. J. A. King, Esq., ’ ,
| Chief South African Scientifie Liaison
Officer.

AJO/AG 'r
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I H. Philip, Esq.,
i Department of Foreign Affairs,
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i ;::?txion I would Suggest that, if poesible, Prof. Simpson and
B “ tl.: Gevers should be msked to Join the expedition and, in addition,
1 stk P. expedition requires the services of a geophysiciast, we should
! 5. fof. A.L. Hales or one of his staff if they are prepared to
| m Finally, Mr. A.B. Crawford who is a member of the Weather il
! ?m end whose address is Port Meteorological Office, P.O. Box ’
; :7_1. Cape Town, should be brought into any discussions concerning &
Tisten da Cunha as I gatlsr he 1s most knowledgeable on this sub= &
1" Jeot, and I would even go as far as to suggest that he should join By
] the expedition.
L] .;l.
| :
| /1/\»5—/9......‘_..' 3

_.1 S.H- !md.

|
| PRESIDENT: COUNCIL FOR SCYENTIFIC
ARD INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH

T
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A further possibility investigated was the use of
Sommeroisl vessels Plying betwesn Cape Town and South America.
Tue Boyal Inter~Ocean Line bas oaly two passenger vessels sailing
A% sonvenient times and they are $he "Staat Banka" leaving Cape

o8 3lst Deceaber and the "Pjisidena® loaving Cape Town on
t Jlet January, both bouad for Rio de Janeiro.

|

The "Tjisidana" will be retuming from Rio de Janeiro
for South Afrios om wbeut Ben Harch.

This shipping line has investigated the possibility
of landing a party on Tristan da Cunha and I gather that as there
AF® no harbour facilities at Tristan da Cunha, persons and equip-
Bent would have to be off loaded at sea and the ocompany is prapared )
o do this only if ome of the ships of the Tristan da Cunha !
Development Company, namely, the "Framocis Repstto" or the "Tristania",
or, better still, both, are in the vicinity at the time.

I have approached the Tristan da Cunha Development Company
in thig conmexiom and they have unfortunately indicated that their
Ships will not be in the vicinity of Triatan da Cunhs until the
od of Pebruary. ‘This makes it rather late for the Royal Socisty
Expedition.

e e L

Mention ia made im your mimute of the "Marionette" and
as there is some confusion concerming the ownership of this vessel,
I should like to point out that the "Mariomette™ has been ohartered ¢
by the Tristan da Cunha Developmont Company to make voysges to 3
the Prancis Repstto™ and the "Tristania® fishing in the vioinity j
of Gough Island. This vessel is due to leave at the end of
Decamber and again in February, 1962, but unfortunately the company
has indicated $hat no berths are availabls for extra passengers.
However, the Department of Transport whioh is respomsidle for
licensing thess veesels, bas indicated that they might be prepared
to allow more pasaengers on the "Marionette™ im the interests of the
expedition.

In some further communiocations I have received, I under-
stand that most of the recognised landing areas on Tristan da Cunha
bave been destroyed by the lava flows and this, no doubt, would
make landing the party somewhat difficult. In view of the situ-

ation outlined sbove, end the fact that landing the party might i
be difficult, I would atrongly recommsnd that we should ask the b
South African Ravy for assistence in this project. y

The South African Nevy has no programme in the vioinity
of Tristan da Cunha, but I understand that Admiral Bierman who
wag in london reocently, has been informed of our requirements and
is well disposed to ths proposal to use a South African Naval frigats
%0 take the party %o the island. I gather, however, that permission
for this to take place would have to be taken up with the Department
of Defance and this is 3 matiter whioh your Department should oon-
aider.

The latest informetion I havs receivad ooncerning the
 } Expedition 1s that it will now consiat of from eight to ten persons
| § and South African participation would be welcomed. In this latter

-l f e a s £
/
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THE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Proposed Royal Society Expedition to
Tristan da Cunha

I refer to your minute and enclosures of 22nd November,
1961.

At the outset I should like to say that we give our
full support to the Royal Scciety's proposed expedition to
Tristan da Cunha, both in the interests of science and our re-
lations with the Royal Society and the United Kingdom.

We shall also do everything possible to help them in
this venture and hope that it will be possible for two South
African scientists to join the expedition, namely, Prof. E.S.W.
Simpson, University of Cape Town, and Prof. T.W. Gevers of the
University of the Witwatersrand. Both of these men are very
much interested in the geology of Tristan da Cunha, and Prof.
Gevers is probably South Africa's only vulocanologist.

In the papers that dccompanied your letter, the Royal
Society stated that its main requirement was for transport to the
island at the end of December, and it was hoped that the relief of
the party might be effected by one of the vessels of the Falkland
Island Dependencies Survey which will be returming from Antarctica
about April of next year.

Subsequently, Mr. J.A. King, our scientific liaison
officer in london, hes reported that the Royal Society was con-
gidering the possibility of the expedition being transported direct
40 Tristan da Cunha from the United Kingdom in the "Kista Dan".
This vessel has been chartered for the Royal Society expedition
to Halley Bay and is due to leave at the end of December.

It is now learnt, however, that the "Kista Dan" will
have to leave the United Kingdom on 2nd December, in which case
4t will be impossible to transport the Tristan da Cunha expedition,
and, accordingly, we have investigated other possibilities.

The Department of Transport's vessel, the "RSA", unfor-
tunately has a very definite schedule of commitments in relieving
our Antarotic and island stations. 1 gather, however, that it
might be possible to pick up the Reyal Society party on its return
yoyage in _lpril.

-‘2—/0¢.




1/64/1

FIETORIA .

80. 11, 148y

SHS SECICTARY FOR DRFENCE. (In duplicate).

loyal Soclety “xpedition 40 Tristan da
—-Cunhas

This Department has recently received an enquiry
frem our Embassy in London relating to a gropoesal by the
Ro Soclety to dend a small scientifiec azpedition teo

ston da Cunba ‘eArly in the new year to obeerve the
volednie phenomens at present taking place thera., This
enquiry wae referred to the Seorstary for Trangport and
the Prosident of the Couneil for Scientifiec and Industrial
Eepearch for their comment. For your infermation 1 enclose
copies of the following corrsspondence:

(1) Minute from-lonGen, #o. P. 37/1 of the
17th Govember, 1961,

(2) Letter %o the Seisntifioc Attaché in London
from the Assiatant Uecretary of the Hoyal
.'F:wi-r-ty. Ho. TCR/GSH/PEN of the L5%h Rovember,
1961.

(3) ¥inute from this Departnment reflarred 0 above,
%o. 1/64/1 of the 22nd November, 196l.

e have now received 2 reply from the Preosident
of the Couneil for Scientifiec and industrial Hesearch,
reference 11/26/4 of the 29th Hovember, a copy of waich is
énclosed for your inforcation and coament.

Tou will obwerve that the koeyal Society bas
enqulired whether South afrioa oould asadst the sxpedition
by providing tranegport for its menbers and their egquipment
from Caye Town 0 the island early ia Jamuagy, lﬁﬁg. You
will note also that the C.S.1.is vtrongly recomaends that
such aselistance Le givem if at all poesiule. Ihis -
Pepartnent would support tiis recomnendation. It would;
howavar, sp.ear that desplte exhausztive enquiries regadding
saa transport of verious types nu vessel iw ilzsle foYr
gnis purpone at that particalar Sine. The Legal socle!
has explained that the expedition is partiemlarly aniidus
not to delay its departore Leyond early January 1:;;1{
pooaune the volcanle cruption will not last indefinitely
apd socondly obeczuss the tentative plane for their return
yoyage reculre departure from the island in ¥arch or sarly

A.pl'uo
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has Loeer nformally approached and that ses posslivilisy
@xieots that a Zouth Alrican naval frigate might be available
:O tm’a & .Tlrt the » *rt}f t" ristan.

VUL commente on this possibility would be much
ab'l’r.“"‘j ‘h-‘d 28 S00Nn as ! '{"-.-lk‘;j ™

UL point cut that this matter has not yet
wi

seen 1 umiltiod t' ouI inipter sinoe L ned firet of all
to obtain the vi:s f the Departmenta et directly concerned
“nd el:  § l y8z'a ¥ r'e i J Lo TEN o N

8 understand thet the Depardment of Tansport will
also be furnishing thoir commente in dus course and these
will be tranemitted to vo '@ #00n A8 they are recoived.

PoB. Phils

SECRETARY POR POHRIGN AFPPATHS,

THE SECHETARY FOR TRANSE ORT. .‘
THE PRESIDENTS JUNCIL FOR SCIENTIFIO AND INDUSTRIAL NECSEARCH. J

The Arbassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
£ the Iepuuﬁi- of South Africa,
——— Lii, 1l NDUH o

py Lor your infermation.
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SOUTH AFPRICAN SCIIKTIFIC LIAISON OFFICE.
Office of the South African
Oouncil for Scientific and Industrial
Ressarch

Ohiohester House
278 High Holbors

Telephone Chancery 9641 LONDON W.C.1.
Cables & Tolngrnzz Favors :
29th Nobvembery 1961. .

Our Ref: 6/19/R/4 -
Your Ref: {}jé§§4/1

C.G.Hide, Esq.,
158Dy CaSeEuRay
P.0O. Box 395, PRETORIA.

Dear Cyril,

Propogsed Royal Soeiety Expedition
40 Tristan da Cunha,

| fhank you very much for your letter of the

. 244k November, I can assure you that Dr. Martin is

i very appreciative indsed of all that is being dome in
South Africe in sttompting to arrange transport for this
expedition. I am sSOrry if I have complicated the position

. by referring the watter through more than one channel,

but 1 thought in this case it would be of advantange %o

have the coe-operation of the Department of Poreign Affairs.

1 may mention that the Ambassador (Dr, H. duller) is due

to leave on the 29th for a visit %o South Africa, and I

have recently given him a memorandut on the subjeet of

this expedition, A copy has been posted to you and should

be in your possession.

Fith regard to the use of a small boat, it is
proposed that the expedition should take one as part of
thelir eguipment, but no decision as to the size and type
has been made and it was thought that 1t would be advisa-
ble to consult Mr, Crawford on this podnt, No more precise
information about the weight of eguipment to be taken,
beyond the indication I gave you previoualy (5 tons), is
yet available, vut 1t is not thought that the total
weight will exceed this figure.

The Royal Soclety say now that it is almoat
certain that H.¥.d. Protector, returning from the Antarctic,
will be able %o eall at Tristan da Cunha in April, T
South African scientists accompany the expedition it would,
however, be very useful if they could return to Cape Town
im the "RSA", otherwise they would have to return via the
' tnited Kingdom, I think, too, that if the ship can viasit
' +he island in March, there may be some considerable advan-

tage if a part of the party who may have comple ted their
observations could then be withdrawn. The Woyal Society
were pleased to hear of the interest of Profeasors Simpaon
and Gevers and 1% is understood that Professor Kennedy,

who is Chairman of the Sub-Committee set up or organiee

$his expedition, is writing perscnally %o Professor Simpson.

ni /
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DIE SEXHRETARI: V.M RUEDISING,.

{In Tweevoud)

sdoyal “oclety" 'kepedisie na Tristan da Cunha,

In opvelging van my enersgenommerde disnsbriswe
van 20 November 1961, en 15 Desembder 1961, heg ek vir n
intigting "n alfskrif san ven skrywe nr. 5/19/ﬁ/4/1 van 29
Sovembor 1961, van die fuide-Afrikeanse Yetenn¥=plike ' kakel-
bemmpte in Londen aan "n baampte van die tYetenskaplike en
dywerhaldsavorgingsraad, Pretoria,

Oie onderhandelinse vir die verkryging ven die
diencste van @le .“tasgt Sanka,; wearvan in bladay Stwee van die
aanhungsele melding gemasshk word, het selertdien misluk.

inngesien die Ekegedisie grasg in Jamuarie 1962
wil vertrek is die asngesloonthelid nou drin.emnd &n u

“ apoediag?e antvoord op ny bosencemde akrywes sal Gus op prye
rertal word,

E,kL Dhi“p
ERETARIB VAN WUITELAFLDER RSAER.

DIE SEERETARIS VAN VERVOER.
10U diensbrief nr, A 1174571 van 30 November 1961, verwys)

DIB. PRESIDENT
diensbrie

YERENSKAFLIEE EN NYWERHEIDRAVORSINGSRAAD,
i November 1961 verwys)

; — —3Die Buitengewone en Gevolmagtipgde Ambassadeur
: van die Republiek van Suid-Afrika,

i LOKDER. 5
| (U diensbrief nr. P.iS. 37/3 van 17 November 13961, verwys)
j_
L' Afskrif ter inmligtigg asseblief,
4-- . e
) Lll 4% v 'AF‘ 1/
\ Sl =Ty e 1
,"2)\] \ . 2 el 8 ' /E. TI .:I/ﬂh{u\ E SAKE,
. -~ o> fonsor
| G2 -
A %
t s ﬁ\fb
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- inngesien dde mk=podiste “in Jeguaris 1562
wil vertrek is die asngeloontheid mou dringend én a

mﬁgﬂ:{wooﬁ op my bogencemie sirywew sal dus op m
&

P. Y. Philip

SEERETARIS VAN WI?'TAR’“'. SAKE,

van 30 ll'onnber 1961, verwys)

EE EN NYWBRAETDRAVORSI RGSEAAD.
an ovember L-

—3Nie Buitengewone en Gevolmgiiﬂa Ambassadeur
1 —

. Van di. !e bliek van d=Afrika,

(v ugnsb_ru m-. "PiS. 37/3 van 17 November 1961, verwys)

Afskrif ter inligiiy
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61
LETTER TELEGRAM

SECEXTERN, PRETORIA.

1st January, 1962,

YOUR NUMBER 2,0, ROYAL SOCIETY GRATEFULLY ACCEPTS OFFER
GOOD HOPE IF WINIMUM PARTY OF EIGHT MEN CAN BE ACCOMMODATED
mmm;cwmmmmmmmnmm

ROYAL SOCIETY INVITES CRAWFORD DEPARTMENT TRANSPORT TO JOIN
EXPEDITION AND IF HE IS AVAILABLE PARTY WILL COMPRISE
ADDITIONALLY FOUR GEOLOGISTS ONE RADIO OPERATOR AND TWO
TRISTAN ISLANDERS STOP SOCIETY WOULD NEVERTHELESS STRONGLY
PREFER OFFER ALTERNATIVE DATE IATER IN JANUARY AND PASSAGE
FOR TWELVE STOP DEPARTURE BEPORE EIGHTEENTH WOULD
NECESSITATE LEAVING AT CAPE TOWN SMALL QUANTITY IMPORTANT
EQUIPMENT NOW IN TRANSIT AND LIMITATION OF NUMBER TO EIGHT
WOULD EXCLUDE BIOLOGISTS AND OTHERS STOP GRATEFUL URGENT

REPLY
OPPOSITELY
I i h ¥
S ) \,0"‘"”
A= L= 6;;
\,—1 g 9 > W '\'.v--"u"r’
v R ’
e ‘I \/ J L J}.* l. W ? : - ]
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ACAN COUNCIL FOR SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH | &

HSOUTH AFTHICAN SCIENTIFIC LIAISON OFFICE
CHICHESTER HOUSE

278 HIGH HOLBORN

LONDON W1

s ldlhz.

With the Compliments of the
Scientific Liaison Officer

: lsnanmRY 70K FOREICK AFFAIRS.
o
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TIMEDIATYE _CODE TLLEGRAM. A

SBCEXTERN FPRETORIA
_ 2.1,82

o TO: GS.A, EMBASSY LONDON
R RE. 2.1,62
Ho. 2

_ Having regard to contents of your telegram no., 240,
| Arrangements have been amended as follows. South African
. Frigate Transvaal which is larger than Good Hope will sail from
" Simonstown on January 22nd. and can accommodate Tristan da
' Y Cunha expedition consisting of not more than 12 persons with

equipment. Hessing charges as pefore 70 cents will be
reguired from expedition members, FPlease inform oyal dociety.

o 2 Not yet known whe ther SFYRR) () can accompany
. expedition, Will telegraph soonest,
o s Asgume you will arrange clearance for Tristan and #

Gogh for Transvaal instead of Good Hope.

fo

! QELJNW l;bq}"lj::lﬁ?j
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IMEEDIATE CODE

003 S.A. EUBASSY LONDON.
m 5;1. 62,

Your telegram No.2e

Understand that Royal Society propose o hold
press conference on Tristan Expedltion. Please indicate when
eonference will take place as we propose to issue short ratual
press statement on South African co=-operation simultaneouslye

5- o, e ""3

i " ?-

| SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS.
lo
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fith further reference to your letter of
15%th November, I have much pleasure in informing
you that the South African Frigate will
sall from Simonstown on 22nd January ond be
able to ecsbark the neabers of the Woyul Society
Frpedition to Tristen do Cunha to the mumber of
twelve personse snd comnvey them with their equipe
ment to the island. lenbers >f the expedition
will be required to scet nosaing churges smounting
to 7u cents (7/=) eash per doy vhile sccommodated
in the ship.

I take this opportunity of wishing the sembers
of the Rapedition suocess in svery aspect of this
enterprizse »nd an onjoysble voyuge in Drzpeyugle

Fith kind regerds,
Yours slooeyely,

Jefe LANE,
Chief Soientific Lisisen Of{icer

L™

v Os AoPs Dreke, Bage
South Afries House.
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VISITS OF CONMMONWEALTH NAVAL UNITS 70 COLONIAL PORTS

Yo Visit

informal Visits

NOTIFICATION PROCEINEER

Through diplcmatic channels i.e. United
Kingdonm or Commonwealth High Commissioner to
the United Kingdom Government (representing
the Colony to be visited).

Notifieation to be sent by the Commonwealth
country concerned, or by the :ipropriato naval
authority, direct to the Colonial Seecretary

of the Coi « Acknowledgment to be sent

by the Colonial Seeretary through the same
chiannel. The United Kingdom High Commissioner
and the appropriate Naval Commander-in-Chief
or Naval Headgquarters to be informed at the
pame time.

Operational Visits Notification to be sent by the appropriate

Notes (1)

(11)

naval authority of the Commonwealth country
concerned to the local naval authority, where
one exists, otherwise to the Colonial Secretary,
copy to the Naval Commander-in-Chief or Naval
Headgquarters in whose area the Colony lies.

It will be assumed that the local naval
aunthority will keep the Colonial Secretary
and (if congidered necessary) the appro-
priate Naval Commander-in-Chief or Naval
Headquarters informed.

For both informal and operational visits
by S.A.N. Ships to Colonial ports, the
Conmander-in-Chief, South Atlantie, will
be regarded as the "Commander-in-Chief in
whose arean the Colony lies".

Definition of Visits (a) PFormal visits are those of a formal

nature reguiring special honours and
ceremconies to be rendered. The visits

are normaldy made when important personages
are embarked, when participating in
Raticnal Ceremonies or on other specisl
oceasicns.

(v) Informal visits are those involving
participation in logal ceremcnies in which
formalitiea normally are restricted to the
customary salutes and exchanges of e¢alls;
they may, and usually do, include the
objectives of operational visits.

(e) Cperational vispits are those made
primarily for logistics, repairs, search
and rescus, transport of personnel,
recreation, passage through territorial
waters, combined exercises, material triale,
or in connection with other operational
tasks. Calls and other formalities are
reastricted to those necessary.




4

wuo be obtained gave rise immediately to the wider
f whether the code of procedure agroed in 1954

be applicadle now thet South Afrios is no
z‘l'l‘ 2 member of the Commonwealth.

5. ‘e accordingly discussead tho matter informally
®ith the Foreign Office. The United Xingdom view, e
SXpressed to us by the official consulted (who is on
sscondment to the Foreign Office from the
CiH.0. and is currently concerned with 3 uoestions arieing
frn: Sonth am«* doparhnffm the omnuuth) u

Lhat e : a tF u:rud notiﬁuum
jlmohn was implieit in oonpequance of the new coneti-
tutional position. Jie suggested that we ghould contimue
t0 work on the basis of the procedure cutlined in the
neaorandun referred to above. Thus, assuming that the
"Tranavaal's™ visit o Tristan da Cunha and 1-1m
is "operational®, it is in this instance necessary {
that the South African Naval Chief of Htaff nhould not Iy
the British Conmander<in-Chief, Seuth Atlantic aand Jouth
Anuom of it: As a matter of ccurtesy, the
Haval at this Esbassy is aleo inform n;
the Tritish Adairalty.

6. We have gone into this matter at some length in
that it raises wider issues than the specific viasit of

the "Transvasl” to Tristan da Cunha and Gough Island.

Extra copies of thig minute are therefore encloged for

the Seoretary Tor Nefence and other interested authorities.
They will no doubt he able to judge whether it is at all
nscemsary to look further into the satter with a view to
formmlising the arrangesents governing the notification

of viaits by South Afriean navel units to Colonial ports,
t0 weat the new constitutional position.

A F. DRAKE

ifiniater.

AD/AG




