
; 
Restricted 

P(54) 28 

Previous Reference : P(54) 27 

Polo.r Conunittce 

Fullclund Islands De-oendcncies Survey 
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to 15th July , 1954, have been receivecl from the Governor 
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The main construction work on the new Base Hut is completi.::cl . 
l'he Radio Sonde pronramme commenced on the lat .mly with the i'irst 
nscent to 10, 000 feet . 

Buse ' G', Admi1•nlty Bay 

Sno\l fell on most days during the f'irct week and. str·ong 'l'.'inds 
co.used heavy d1•ift , tempm•a ~ures were generally bolcm zero 
f'ahrenheit . The winds were mostly southerly during tho second week 
Y1itil temperatures rounj 1'1•eezinc point . 

Tho Bny is still ice f'ree except f'o1· oorno brash , the visible 
purt 01' Br«ns:f'iold Strait r cl"'.cinod :!.ce i'rcc until the lust ,·;eek in 
June \'/hem the eouthe1•ly wind broup,ht sorr.e nine tenths t.:ovcrace oi' 
light pack und a i'e\'1 isolated 'bergs . 

Base ' H 1 , Si(;'rw Island 

A 001• ioo or gn.los dur inp, the lat tor half of June broke up tho 
local son ice . One seal was kille>c1 ml.d olodged baclt to thi:;; Bnse 
for c1og i'ood. The ceiling and walls oJ.' the laborato1·y wore re­
painted. 

/South Gcorc:ia 



I 
.Prictio.1 on sled e runners al though surfaces appe red cuite C'Ood. 
The dogs :ere 10rr::ed sho1·t days in lo\/ temperatures to avoid..., the 
danger of lung fl'O:Jting; the only sympto.ns produced .1ere 
occasic;i~l short cou-hs from bronchial irri...ation. Do[is beccm;e 
yer~ tired a.1d listless during lov1 temper turei:; but appeared to 
oe in good condi t ioa on retu1·~'1 to Base . 

Preciouo and Ke1mey left Base on the 13th kigust 1'or Duse Bay. 
They intend to reinain in the field for _..bout 1Li days to make a 
general recon.1.aissance with a vierr to extenrJing tho local sux·vey . 

'rhe few good duys enjoyed over tho pe1'iod .1ere utilised on 
local our:.rey \1ork an1 ::ihort depot runs to Summit Pc os 1'or training 
young dogs . 

Base ' F' , At·P;entine Islands 

Weather over the period was settled Hith tenmeratures bet\leen 
zero and - 20° F. The ice conditions nere reported us fast ice to 
two .. ilec north of the Base and then heavy cr.maolidnted pack to 
the ho:=-1zon. 

D ily R dio Sande asceats were rr.aintained . 

Base ' G', AdmiraJtv Boy 

Strong e.,.st5r1y winds \:ith heavy snow and drift .... r1d tempero.­
tures between 1 O F . and - 26° F . prGvciled on mo:;t days. 'rhe Ba.y 
iG now i'aet ice sorr.e eighteen i;1cl1es thi.1k with a covering of' 
deep slush. The Bransfield Streit is l'eported liu ... vy pack to the 
limit of visibility. 

Because of' deep snoVI, travel \!as only possible on skis; on 
fi;i.e Ciays howGver parties e:~joy• d ski trips to Stenhouse Bluff,, 
Point Hmmiouin and Camp Depo't . Three '/et1dell Gc~tlo \/ere caught 
on the Buy ice and teke;1 b~ck to Baso 'foJ.' eog .food . Fishing 
partic:s caught a few I:otctheniu y:l1ich made e 11clcome chan;.)e of' diE- t . 

Bcue 'H' , Signv Island 

The ~/Cather ove1· the period was reported as moJ.erately good 
rnd c. considerable number of uc.ys nere spent in exercising the 
dogs a;i.d establishing a ce.r.!9 at North Point in retdinoos f'or the 
com1n3 . o rk: 01' collecting Weddell St.cl pup sldna . Seu ice 
continu c;. to :form on the Bays ourinJ cala.1 ueathcr but diem po~red 
a~ ... in '11th e:::ch gcle . 

South Gear~ 

Tb iniatr ... tive Officer reported meteorologic .1 routines 
u:-ichcng Stonehouse and Bonner ~iere visited by a '~iale catcher 
on the July . They ;1ere both in i;ood heel th .nd epirits and 
reno1tt:~ UUKing good progress ~1ith thoil· biologic~l ntudios . 
Their wireless trnnsmitting set, r1hich h d been out of action since 
early July, \tao completely ove1·h~uled nnd they '·ere p1·oviuc.d with 
a second net as a standby . 

A11 h .ses 

All porson1el are ruported to be in good health except for 
minor ailments . V/ireless £1.na rneteoro1ogical routi.um \/ere 
maint~1ned to schedule . 



' FAJ,KLA!-1> ISLAFDS DEPENDI'NCIES SURVEY 

Re lort for the neriod 16th ,July to 25th Aumiet; 19'lh. 

base 1 A1 
, Port I..ockroy 

The ,,c., ther was mainly overcast with frequent gales first 
from the !· . E. a:1d later from the s . E. a ld temperatures rou11d zero . 
The few 4'inF Clays r;i th clear skies and sunshine made a ~;el come 
change for person~1el. 

During calm periods young ice formed in the Bay but this \ms 
dispersed with every gale . An ice repo1·t received on the 14th 
Au~st stated that sea ice in the Bay was strengthening , that the 
Peltier Channel v:as completely covered ·,rith light pack ice and 
youn~ ice and that the Neumayer uas ten- tenths cov red with heavy 
pack ice and numerous ice bergs which had entered :from the south. 

Ionospheric routines continued without incident . The aerial 
system was damag d ' ring a ,gale on the 30th July but uas repaired 
almost immediately . 

Base ' B' , Deception Island 

The Baae Leader reported the weetller over the period as 
n rally overcast and unpleasant \Ii th frequent gules fro111 the 

•• • E. causing heavy drift and reduc 1 vioibility . Temperatures 
r 10~1 Vii th minimum down to - 11° '<' . 

Ice was reported to bF: st ill fast in t1ie Bavs and around the 
shores of the Island and then somu five- tenths lieht pack to the 
limit of visibility. 

Parties exercised the dogs on the sea ice 011 the few fine 
days a:.1C: on one occasion caugi:1t t\!O seals . Worlc wus 1nainly 
confined to indoor jobs . 

A -ritish party paid a social visit to the Argentine Base 
on the 1st August s.nd received a i•eturn visit from them on the 9th 

Base 'D 1 , Hone Bav 

Blizzard conditions prevailed for imst of the period . Ice 
re- formed in the Bay in mid- July and gruclually consolideted. 
A.'1taN:tic Sound was reported ten- te:1ths covered with light to 
medium pack ice . Clarke a~d Standring ere relieved ~t Vie~ Point 
Hut on the 18th July by Lewis and Mottershead \7ho remained in 
occupation until the end of the month. 

A party of four (Turner, Taylor, Standring and L~ppard) left 
Hope Bay on the 30th July and reached a point eight miles south 
of Cupe Longing on the 14th day out . A depot of 1,500 lbs, \1as 
laid on the shelf ice anc the party then returned to Base and 
crrived on the 19th August . Brash and d~ep ooft snow made the 
going very heavy f'or the first few days of the jour·ney and the 
p::trtv had to lie- up :for two days because of galeo . •rhe weather 
was chiefly notable fol' extre.ne lovt temperature which went down 
to a m1.nimum of - 50° F . end averaged - 8 . 6° F . for the whole 
journey. Temperatures below - 40° F . produced gl'eatly increased 

/friction 
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Fa).kland Iolande and is circulated for the in.formation 

of members of the Cornmitt~e . 

( Sirrned) • · • smeoley 
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Blizzard cond1 tlons p1'.'eva11ea ror nos't or "tne per.Luu . Ice 
re-1'ormed in the Bay in mid- July and grudually consolidQted. 
A."ltarctic Sound was rcpo1·ted ten- tenths covered with light to 
medium pack ice . Clarke and Standring ere relieved at Vie\1 Point 
Hut o:i the 18th July by Lewis and Hottershead \7ho remained in 
occupation until the end of the month. 

A party of four (Turner, Taylor, Standring cind Leppard) left 
Hope Bay on the 30th July and reached a. point eight miles south 
of Cape Longing on the 14th day out . A depot of 1 , 500 1 bs, \7as 
laid on the shelf ice anc the party then returned to Base and 
Elrrived on the 19th r:.ugust . Brash and deep soft snow made the 
going ve1·y heavy for the first few days of the journey and the 
partv had to lie- up for two days because of t:Salea . The v:eather 
was chiefly notable for extre1ne low temperature which went down 
to a minimum of - 50° F . end averan;t>d - 8 . 6° F . for the whole 
journey. Tempers tu res below - 40° F . roduced gt•eatly increased 

/friction 



north-u ist\lrly \./lnds and "tuu1':).JI' ,turus just nbov~ froozing . • ~ch 
Producod nu orou::; ~ol i:; :>ools· on th.,, soa-ico end .mdt.. oov"'r il 
a.runs unsni'c :for 'travel: ~ . ~u.1b.;;r of oi,)t..n ttc.1ior lvodc 
O.~iJOU.I'lid tu 't1lu north of' thv L ..... 10.iro Chunnol. 

~ho firsi:; · odd~ll JU)S w..ir0 ao .... n on th~ 13th Cu~tudoJr 
ere 3hvltur tU1d Throo Little Pigc Islondo • 

... r.ily Hndio Jondc nsc ... nts vr..,ro muinta.ined . 

B'loo ' G' :.d. .i rnl t•r Br-v· - .. - --------- --~---
U~l.)lvnE;Oil'li 'luO.thcr Jruvcilud OVvr 11\CJC't Of ·ctLO .Juriod \!i "Gh 

r~in, ouo•.1 or drifi; on nll days but thr1.h.. Tho icu in 
Drr.i12f'iold S cro.i 'C m1s dis;_:iurs..:d bJ tho at.rang nothurly \:inda 
lunvinc isolni; ... d icob .... rgs only bui; thu my ic.; r...:,:w.i11vd l ... vcl 
ond f'asi; . 

The Hu'C wus roJOA. 1iud -co be badly clri tvd ov..ir ond .. 1uc:il 
ti,l..: wns spunt diggin'{ out windorm o.nd doors c.nu :i onuu tunnel 
i'ro.! i;ho bnt;l:;: door . .t>ursonncl co ._>l(rt ... d n nu.1b.vr of Jobs 
indoors inclu ing .. 101.ing drm1 ..:rs nnd 'Cool racks for thu cngin'J 
shud nnd PA.intin iiho worl:sho~ • 

•• ..i,>._>roxi.1n1it..ly a hW1dreu Crabu:nor Scala in tho rough 
propor'lii"n of "Cr10 •• mlcs 'CO one fu .. 1r.lo w ro observed on '&hli 9'tr. 
SC?'liO nb .. r vn ico hu.:1..~ocks bo-r. \/con Le 2uing cmd 'Cho • .mi:; r:mco 
i:;o 1iho Buy und i:n Jl:zcurrc. Inlet . I f0\7 ;airs 01' Waddell 
Soals wore. s .,on on 11hu svu ice but. none.; Hi 'th ~>U;?G . Pour 
sonls 1.-.Jro ... ill1.,;d ruld skdgcd bnck liO i;ho Buso for food. 

Bo.so ..21.~ Signy Ish'.nd 

'tho \i..iai;hor rv.n.ainod reasonably good ovur .1ost of thv 
~1vriod . 

The work on Woddcll seals co .. •.1cncctl t.owc.rdo tho ond of' 
.. ucunt and s~ .. 10 f'ifi;;: s,rnls i1oro .11r.rkocl nncJ. oi rhtoon pui:) okins 
culloctod for tr...:~.t.mnt . 

Gouth worv.ia 

fhc.; .,"~d..1lnlsi;ra.tivo Ot':t'iccr ... ·v.;ica·t-.d -chnc .iutoorolo ical 
routinoo w..irc.; unchcnecd nnd -:;ho.i:; the offit;o had b ... n l'v­

dvcorc.1iod. 

StonJhouso rvJori;....d sctisfc.~tory :?rocroos ui-ch his 
bivlORicnl mJrk :;md 'lihC."Ci hu has stur"CioJ. tho no>1 ror.oon 1 s work 
on Skua Gulls nnd Gunlioo .t?ene;uins und c. do'.tia.ilod inland survey 
fro :i R·iinbo\: Bo.y . ..ho fir.G't _,l1,,.Jhon'C .>uc..l bull hnulvd ou1i 
:iid-So Jtcmb., r • 

• .11 .i.lClSOS 

Ro.,>ort~d saticf .c'Cory ncco .i.;liah .. uni; c,,1' uir ... lvco nnd 
i1.;toorologic;ul sch.,o.ult..:s . .J:'Grsonnol ar.i o.ll \ivll. 



FALIG...t\l\".P ISL.\lms D~P1,,l'illL1iCILlS SUR~Y 

Ro.e_orL~o_r_t_hS>_ . ..E.Yrj._o..9:..._26-tb. nui;ru.st - 2-!Bt Sopto ;ibr:r·, 1..2.2.Y. 

~s_e__'l~r. _J?.ort_ 1..ock.roz 

':rho \7untilor 'ms .. 1ainly ovorcas"t i7i th altcrno.to north­
onstcrly and south-\iostorly fp1los giving tomrJoro.1iurJ variations 
botr;o..,n fr~·J ~ing poim; ond u l<'ahr ... nhoi t . Tho puck ic-. in the. 
Chnnnclo v~rivd with '\,hu winds fro.n open '¥1ato r to ninu-tunths 
covui' . All tho fast ico in tho Boy \"/:.lO diuporaod c:;:copt i'or c. 
small uroa ·co th~: norlih and uo.st of tho Island. 

Outside uctivi 'liies rict•u 11.ni 1iod b.Jcauoc u:f' th•, incl1,..1unt 
~1oathcr bu-c n number o:r indoor jobs vrcro con)lot..:d including 
onginu ov .... rhauls and ropuinting "hw lcitchon . JUl equip 1cn;, 
including thu ionospheric r Jc.;rd .r -.rus r.., )01•t ... d to bo f'unc't ionlnc; 
s::rtisf'o.ctorily. 

B'lSo ' B' . Th.Jcoption Island 

Thll woathor continued. nostly cold nnd unpleasant until 
1 .. id-Soptcobve vrhon thor:J nr.s so,1J i11provo, ... mt . Th-. fast ice 
aroW1d 'tho Ialnnd brok.J up during th .. :::'irst \/., .... 1: in Sopto..lb .. r 
and tho J.'tchos of op .... n ~~tor in balur'o Buy gruduallJ incrucs~~ 
in si ... u. A uido slir..,tch of open wator \/CS roportod S't!'.itchlr.g 
to th.., norlih running onst/wcct to th ... limit of viaibility. Th, 
:n1ck ic.: to tho south ond round Li vingstono Islc.nd is rvpori;,,.d 
to bu gradunlly thinning out . 

.• mrmbvr of' jobs \";cro co .. 1plotcd in and o.row1d tr .. o Bs.!:rn Hut 
nnd oovurnl ski trips ,,10.clc f"or ico obs0Jrvutions . 

Hoc.v.,r m10\·1fc.lls, gales and drifts pruvailud uvor aoo'li of t:-.. "' 
period with co..10 slight i .. 1:1ruvu .. k:nt 'tormrds tho ,.md. 11-lost of 
tho &.:,· ror.1~inca cuvurcd with rust ic(J in spite. or thu nu-.wroue 
goloo and high to(~1:>cr~i;uros. .A."ltcrctic Sound • .. uo r.J .. Jortou nirn.-
t~nths clooo pack. 

Pr .. cious and lfrmnc~r r ... i;urnod to Bt:ou on th. 25lih .. uguat 
h~.vinc co.-:1 ,lct..id u survey r ... connuisoanco of thu DucJ Bey area. . 
'fncy visited Vio·1 Point ftnd caught thrc ... ooals 'thurc.. 

:. purty of four, 'i'urncr Taylor, J~oppard and Standring lof't 
Bnso on 1ih.J 2nd $cpto1..bor i:o curry thv Capo Longing Dw~ot f'urthcr 
south . The \iOI'l.1 lnid UlJ for t.hroo dcys '1.t 13.>alt Islnnd by h ... nv~ 
anoufollo Md row• days ui; Vio\ Poim; by euloa . Thoy thon 
l».provioionod c.nd \1 ... ru rJport ... a i;o b"' 38 oilos Gou'th .Jf Capo 
Longine on th ... 18th Sopto1.1bc1• but stili oxp<;rioncinf! .::c.ny dc.ys of 
high \finds nlthoueh snor1 surfaces \/vrv good • 

.2owoll und Lowis were ni; Duuo B.'iy botmJon tho 10th end 16th 
So >t ... r.ibor lnun;ing souls. 

Locnl au. vvy v1ork con'liinuvd OJn i:.ho fuw fine drys o.s w.Jll uc 
a nu.1b.::1• of' short dog training runo i;o Sl.111,11 t .i?nus to do;_:>o-c !J'tOl'l 

~ ' J11
' , ~.rp;ontinc J;_q].~mds 

Tho vr ... nthor r 1:1::iinod cold but sott.l"d an .... the coo ico firra 
until th<, ... nd of •. ugust . Tl1i& \IO.o Collowod by n sorios of' t'rosh 

/north-east orly 
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The ut "&ached re porli for tho period 26-ch •• ucuo-r; -

21st GCi.J"GC.ibor 1954 has been rJccivod from 'tn<.: Gov1.;rnur 

of 'thu Fa.t.klnnd Iolande and is circula1ivd !'or -cho 

in:Cor .. 10."Gion oi: LilJ1Ub.Jrs of 'thl! Co .. u.ti '&liCO . 

(Signed) 11 . Smedley 

for basil Grc..:nhill 

'3 .. croiiury 
.Polar Coil ii t;i;uu 

Co 110n\looliih R..ila.tions Ufficu, 
Dcmning Sliruuli, 

25'th Uctob~r, 1954. 
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i. puri:y of four, '11urnor Tuylor, Luppard and Standring lcfli 
P~~so on thJ 2nd Sontowbcr to cnrry tho CaJO Longing lA.)ot rur'th~I 
oou'th . l'ho \lcro la.id u;.:> for "throo dcyo nli Bunk Islcmd by h.;av;y 
G.nv\tfnlls nnd !'our days m:; Vio\, .t'olnt. by cnlos . Thoy 'then 
r~provisionud c.nd w~r~ r~portud to bu 3U ~ilcr. oouth u!' Cap; 
Longing on i;h., 1 Bi;h Sopto1.1bo 1• buli si; il.1. cxpu rioncing 1'lCilY dcys cf 
high \linds o.li;hough snow surfr.cos \/uri:J good. 

rowoll. r.nd L~mis wurc o.t Duoo B.'iy botmion "&ho 10tll end 16i:::1 
So J'tor.ibor lnmting soals. 

Loc.:1..11 surv\jy work com:;inuod un i:;ho fuw fine d"ys U3 wull r..c 
a nu::iho r of' short doe; training rune 'liO Su. ll'Jit .c>mw to d'J.;>ct sto1'l 

Tho Yli..:athor ru.n:iinod cold buli 6C'ttlvd nn:.. tho coo ico !'in:i 
'lUlliil t'.'lo ond of ~.ugust . T!1is \ms t'ollowod by a. sorios o1' froch 

/nor'lih-easturly 
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1 O. LI.ND SURVEY 

The two su1·veyors recrui i:ed for service ot Hope Bny during 
1954 rmd 1955 were sent on u short course of instl'UC tion under 
Hr. Stephenson (ex British Gr'1hu.nlond Expedition} r-.t the 
Imperial College Summer School at Sellwood oefore oeing pos-ced 
South. They were given i:rnining on making an us-c1·0nomicnl f'lx 
and inst rue ti on in surve~r f'icld methods used in oolcr regions. 
They also vi sl ted the Scientific Bureau and i·ead "the surveyors ' 
reports relevant to Hope Bay srea. Maps and infort:iation on this 
area •uere ootaincd for th1.:.>n from the Direc-corate of' Colonial 
Survoys and copies of' the relative i:rigonometrical scheme :for 
Deception Island ootaincd :from the Hydrographic Office. 

K. Gooden (ex F.I. D. S. ) was employed oy tho Directorate 
of Colonial Sur·voys for 1;;ighi: weeks in sorting out surve,; data 
from D. Mo son ' s (ex F. I. D. s. ) 1947 survey notes, also sei;ting 
out the infor·mation so mai: it can oe used oy the Americans .in 
connexion with Ronne ' s air phoi:ogro.phic material. Tr.is was 
done in order to honour i:he agreement signed oetween Renno and 
Pierce- Butlor (ex F. I . D. S. ) in 1947. The inf'ormation now 
p::-ovidcd on tho map sheets nnd in the notc.:s vms in i·csponse to 
o. direct fltn tcment from tho Amcrico.ns of their noedn. Ii: is 
hoped that the provision of i;his information rnoy induce i:hcm 
to pr•ovide us with n set of their air photographs which would 
be cxt1·emely useful to the Director::ite of' Colonial SurYeys :lnd 
for other purposes. 

On the 26th ~ovember Dr. Fuchs attended a ffi"Cting at the 
Directornte of Colonil 1 Surveys a~ •·1hich all ove.il11ole 
Dependencies cor-r.ogr·r.iphical muterial \':rs examined ond its 
volue ~ssessed. Decisions on the mr.ip product.ion progranrne 

ere tnken. In the firs;; place the Directorate of Colonial 
Surveys will complete the compilation of the v1hole 1/200,000 
series and the production of new 1/500,000 shuots for the 
Marguori -r.c Bay - Alexender Lund C'.rea. 

Dr. Fuchs provided new r"runes, descriptions 01' fe'ltures 
etc. , to Dr. Rooerts, sec!·e-tory of the Place Nr-mes Co1Jmit.tce 
nna i;ogether they worked i;h1•ough some hund1•eds of names, to 
~vhich the 1~ 1ericons h "a agreed, for pr•esentrtion to the 
Committee. 

11. HUSKY DOGS 

;. co.nprehensi ve sci; of ins true tions on the co.re c.nd 
m'"\lntennnce of sledge dogs wcs added to Oporc.-clonal Inct1·uctions 
~t the oeginning of 1953 . 

- 17 -



/. 8. The Elvph"'.Ilt Sa~l 
I . G1•0\-:th -md ~ge n. I. La UJ, fl. A. 

9. Ncr1 Evidence of Sc::i- Lcvcl 
Ch~ngcs in the F~lkland Islnnds R.J. Adio, B. Sc. , 

Ph.D. 

10. Tho Emperor PLnguin 
II. Eniory )logy T. •11

• Glonis'ter, 
M. B. , B. S. 

The num'oer of copies sold up to tho end of Doccmocr wo.s oot'irecn 
70 :mcl 80 copier. of c~ch report . 

;.. numocr of ('lT'ticlcs wr it.ten oy F. I . D.S. and ex F.I. D.S. 
personnel were puolishod in v~rious journals including tho 
"Polnr Record" :md 11 ~·'\turc". 

Lectures 

Lcc'tures r1ere given in various parts of the Bri ti oh Isles 
as folloVls :-

Lecturer 

Sladen 

Sc adding 

Adie 

S'tonehouse 

:.ndl'C\7 

Spivey 

Subjec't 

Adelic Pcnsuins and 
Geographical 

J.dclie Pensulno and 
GeogrRphic al 

J'..delie Penguins und 
Geogrophicol 

t~delic Penguins rmd 
r.eograohicol 

zoological 

Gaographicnl 

Orni thologicnl 

II 

" 
Geogi·o.~hicnl 

II 
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R. Stonulcy returned to the Unltcd K1ngd~m from tho 

Dcpcmrloncioo in c~rly 1953 rlld w· s l'<.ti.inc.d by the Ilurc:;cu 
until the 7th Octoocr to com~letc a detcilcd report on his 
geological \"/ 01•k. In the course of his lrioor'ltory work he 
di scovc1·cd ~ munocr of for'1mL1ifc1'a in the si.;dimcni;s from 
W~st Jnmos Ross Islnnd. These wore suomitt~d to u specialist 
c.s they :n~r provido ndai tionnl c:vidonco reg"'rding tho "go oi' 
-chc sodimont::: . 

: .. Mcnsf'icld w•s l'l.to.incd during 1953 for work on the 
Weddell Sc·:l c.nd to wri tc ~ )C'.pur on South Go!')1·gic muteorology. 

Othor Sci.:ntific WorJ.~ nn1 Snocimens 

P1·01'ecsor 'l'illey of the Department of Minel'ology c.nc1 
Petrology agreed to his ot.i:.ff innking 150 rock slidE:s f1·om the 
m·:terials collcc11ed from King George Island; Dr. w. CnmpDell 
is to htucly "them nnd the British Museum (Notur·al History) to 
make the nnalyGis . 

The United Kingdom Gover nment Chemist. undcrt ok to 
eX"J'lline 14 vmter ~nmples derived from surf'nce Emow r.nd snow 
t"ken from 12 inches belor1 me curfucc nt Hope Bay. 

Some 7,000 eeological specimens were tested with o celgcr 
counter r1i thout ruiy signif'ic~.nt result. 

J, sm::ill spucimcr. ot' an c. lpnrently ver-y rich ccppe1· ore 
collect.ed in 1916 from oelow Copper Peak on Wieneke Islnnd 
is t.o oe cssnyea. 

T;>pic~1. col.lec'tions o:f rocks f'1·orn Hope B".y nnd f.inrE,UCl' i tie 
Boy nrc~s were deposited in the Dep"rtmont of' Mincrology nnd 
Pc'Lrology fft Cm.bridge 't;oge-r;hor with dctolled inforlm1tion aoout. 
them. Over 700 rock slides from the some e:>Urcc were also 
incorporn11ea into the Dep~rtmcnt ' s collection. 

Publicctions 

~he follovlng F.I.D.S. Scientific Reports were puollohed 
dul'ing the yer.r: -

1. Ol'B"I.1.isntion Md ~!e'thods 

2. :~ ne\7 .:n-c;hod of' i'.ge DetrJrminatlon 
in Mrunm"ls with Special Reference 
to the Elephant Seal 

I• 

s. 

6. 

The Uuper Cretnceous Caphalopod 
F~una o:f' Grc.homlo.nd 

LoPcr ~ret.~cc~us Gi.stropoda, 
L"mcl 1 iorcmch.ic. o.nd Annelidn 
f'rom ~lex'Ulder I Land 

Fossil Penguins f'rom the 
Uid- Tor'Licry of Seymour Island 

Tho Emperor Penguin 
I. Brooding, Boh~viour end 

Deivelopment 

The Geology of' Sou"th Georgi=. I 
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• SCIP.N'"IFIC BURF:.o!.U 

J.s from the 1st ;,pril, 1953 the Foll.land Islands 
Dependencies Scientific Bureau oecomc an integral onrt of the 
Fulkland Islo.nds Dependencies Survey. 

Gonornl 

The Bureau provided infor.no:tior. on request to a numocr of 
individuals and goverruncnt departments jncluding tl1e Foreign 
Office, 1-1 . I.O., Admiralty ~nd the Ministry or Dct'e:nce. 

B. Stonehouse and his ~.ssisto.nt N. Bonner v101·:ted r::.t the 
Bureau planning their uxpcdi tion to South GoorgiCJ. from the 1st 
July until their departure. The Emperor Penguin nnd chick 
orough t from Mer gue,;ri tc Bay oy S tonehous o in 1 949 and let er 
set uJ for exhio.i.tion ct the Festivnl of Brite.in 1;ras uresentcd 
to the Scott Polar Resc~rch Institutco • 

Examples 01' F.I.D.S. 1'ield survey sheets and various 
pieces of equipment were lem; to the Scientific ?.usoum from 
t.pril to the 17th Jrnu""ry, 1954 for showing 11t the Exhioitio::i 
of Navigo.tion. 

Dr. R. V. Hesketh, recruited by Rear Bcse us Scientific 
Officer for the geophysic"l progrcmme at the t.rgentlne Isla."lds, 
wcs attached to the Burecu from the 16th Nov~~ber. Dr. Fuchs 
is to c.1·rtmge :for Hesketh to et'tend v .... rious Depc1•tu1en'ts cmd 
Institutions for .;_nstructions on the mnintcmo.nce ... nd operci;ior. 
of the vnrious equipme!'!'ts. R.J.F. Taylor was attached to the 
Burec.u fro1n .rul~' ur:til his depc.r'ture 1'or the Dependencies in 
October, prepnring f'or his si;udies on dog haulc.ge, nu'tri .,ion 
and physiology. He visited v~rious firms c.nd orgruiis~tions in 
connexlon with tho design o.."l.d mnnufnc ture of o spccicl winch 
for control testing of frictional resistance values for 
different s1.;dgc runner materials over tho various snow ~.na ice 
surf,..,ces mc't in the .: .. nt-irctic . 

Rotnl~cd Personnel and their work 

nr. W • • T. L. Sladen continued his studioc of the t.dolie 
pc.nguin through 1953 ·riorking under Dr. Lack cu:. Oxford. Sladen' s 
film, "The Life History oi' the Adelia Penguin" w::.s shovm to the 
zoologi~al Socie-iy of London and nt the In term tion':ll Film 
Festival end was very \'Jell received. Ho hos designed en 
improved typo of ring for use on tho Giant Skuc roid penguins 
and, working in conjunc:tion with Dr. Fuchs nnd Sc:crct::iry, I'.I.D.S. 
hos produced a oird ringing sche1iu sui taDlo for cpplic'"tion i."'l 

the Dependencies. 

R. '• LRWB completed his service wi i;h the Survey r-.t the 
end of Sept;ernoer end his work hns since oecn puolished in four 
scp11rcne F. I. D.S. Scie!ltific Reports entitled "The Elephant 
Seal'' • He was granted c. C:'Jllbridge Ph.D. for his work. A 
lnrge collection of Eleph~nt Seal skulls collected oy L~~s 
vrnre pres or. tod to the British Museum; Misc King of' the 
zoologictil Dcp!'.\rtmcnt is to wri tc o. paper on the morphology 
of these skulls. 

R •. J. !.die nlno f'~nishcd hie v•o 1{ with the Survey ct the 
ond of Sopi;cmoar :md his work is to no puulish-.d in six 
scpnrnte F. I. D. s. Sc icutif'ic R~ports cn'ti tlod "The Potro:ogy 
of Grnhrunland" . He wns clso grc.nted n C".luOridgo Ph. D. 'for 
this work. 
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nor th-~··os t "'xtremity of Dundc.e Isl "Jld "lild \'/'tlk ;d some two to 
throe. miles to the Argentine B~so, .. ,hich wns f'ound to 00 

1cc~piod oy three men. A 1ritten protest w"s hr.nd~d to tho 
on ~r ~ut ho nervously rcfusud this saying his W"S only ~ 

sub- r.se nnd the Commrnder wns st~tioncd at Hope Bay. Tno 
;ri ti sh pnrty then returned to tho R. R. s. "John Biscoe"; the 

ussol called nt Hope Bo.y for mo.il and soiled to Stanle·· 
arriving on the 23rd Dccemccr. 

3 

6. ME'l'EOROLOOICAL SERVICE 

Sec Annunl Repor"L for ·1953 which follows under separate 
cover. 

7 • HEADC'U \RTEi1S AND REAR EASE: 

F.K. Elliott 
J . R. Green 

Miss R. M. Gurd 

~liss P. L. Nor'thwood 
Uiss c. Rowlands 
J.B. Browning 
Mrs. F . Rooe1''tS 

Stnff Housini:t 

Secretery 
Assistnnt Secretary 

(Stores Section) 
Chief Clerk (Personal 

Assistant to Governor) 
General Clerk 
Stores Clerk 
S torel:.ceper 
Office Assistant (Rear Buse) 

The Secretary' s house was completed end occupied fro11 -:;he 
6th Dece.'noer, 1953. Anot.her house Vi"'..S purchased tovmrds 1ihe 
Gnd of tho year which hos oeen extensively modernised and 
repDirod C'.nd will coon be occupied oy the Senior Meteorologiccl 
Assistant. A prcf'uorico.'ted oung::ilow pu1•chnsed in t.he UnJ. -c;ed 
KinFdom, ~rrivcd cy F. r.c. Chnrtcr Vossel in Dccemoa~ m.d is 
oeing erec 'tcd for the Assisto.n't Secretary. 

Rccrui t.ment 

The new snlnry scnlcs, by which the Duty Allowt.ncc wns 
consolidntcd .Ln the snl~ry , look more nt t rac'tl vc nnd w ot•e 
introduced in 'time for the 1953 recruiting se'" son. More 
o. .,plico.n ts rosnl tcd especially for General Assiston't, 
t~1::T.oorologicf'l Ooserver, Diesel Electric Mechanic 'Uld Wireless 
Oporrtor ~lcchanic vocor.cies. Choice of applican'ts h~.d oeen 
very r031il'ict. d for iihe provlous 'tYIO or throe years out tllis 
inc re ,so in the nur:tocr of c.pplico.nts hus resul 'ted in c. m".rked 
improve~en~ in the type of persons selec'tod. 

Pal~r ?~Adr.ls 

Some ~oxty-five F.I.D.S. and ex F.I.D.S. personnel 
cttendod Inves'tiiture~ nt. Buckingham ?aloce during Oct.ooer 
c.nd recci vcd the Poler Uednl from Hur H"'.joE:'tY 'the Quco."'1. 

8 . HYD!!OGRAPHIC S~ 

The or act ice of carr ying a Royal Naval Survey Unit on the 
R. R. S. "John Biscoe" was d.iscont.inued a't the end of the 1951/52 
season. However the Masi;cr o.nd Officers of t.he vessel contir.ued 
to maite ooserva'tions and sigh'tS in 'the Dependencies as 
opporiuni 'ty o1'fered and much of the info1·no.'tion i·equircd oy the 
Hydrorraph~r (your sovingram No. 2 Colony of the 8'th January , 
1953 , rei'el's) was collected dt1 r ing -c;he 19.52/ 53 and. 1953/5li 
f'eo.sons . 
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1 

~uring the voyage over n week wcs spent ct the Argentine 
bs an 8 lnying the f'ound~tions for the new Bcse H~t The main 
~;ldi~g1at ~dmiralty Boy uas in such n state of di~repnir 'that 
~ · t o t h .d to be pulled down "'.l'ld re-erected on new 
.i.oundctions . 

~his voyuge, first delayed oy the mishcp ~t Dnrwin c.nd 
then by difficult. ice conditions, w-:s the 1-:st of the GO"'.son 
and the vessel s:uled for the United Kingdom on the 11th May 
and m'r' i vea at Southrunnton on the 11th June. 

~ On her return it oecome known th3t Her Majesty the Queen 
hau. oeen pl eased to ~pprove the redesign!::. ti on of' the Survey 
Vessel ns Royol Resenrch Ship. The R.R. s. ".Tohn Bl scoe" was 
nlso invited to take part in the Coronation Royal Naval Review 
and work on pnin-cing the hull s-carted almost immc:dinteJy. She 
was rec.dy just ir. time or.a took up her position next to the 
Cano.di~n Ice Breaker Dioerville; a fitting climax to c tryir.g 
out succesful season. 

The nnnual refl t nnd io~.ding was completed oy, the 1st 
Octooer when she left Southr.rrrpton for the 1953/54 rumuul relief 
of' B~ses . The R. R. s. "John Biscoe'' lof't on her f'irst southern 
voyage on the 9th Novemocr ~d reljevod all Bases except the 
Argentine Islands. Ligh't pack ice wns encountered on the uay 
to Admir~l ty Bay within u r~.dius of 20 miles of No1•th Forcland 
and Cupe Mel ville mid heuvy p~ck on the wny to Dc.:ception Islr.nd 
from Cnstle Rock to ~ithin one nile of the Bellows. Port Foster 
W3S still fast ic~ end "ih~lc1· s Buy ~oout thrt.e tcn'ths pack ice. 
The Base Mcchc.nic Arthur F:::.rrnnt died on the 17'th Novemoer, the 
eve ?f the vessel ' s ~rriv~l ~t Deception Iuland, anrt wns ouried 
or: the 22nd Novemoer . The inquest and ouric.l service were 
~onductea by Cnptr.in Johnsto~. 

Because of ice car.di 'tions H. H. s. Nereide v;as unaole to 
reach Dece!'>'tion Island to land a contir.gem; of Royal Mnrin~s; 
consequently the R.R. s. "John Biscoe'' had to rendezvous wi 'th 
her of'f Cap0 Mel ville to transfer th~ men and their ·oaggage 
1'or onward transport to Deception Island via Admiralty Bay. 
The Marin~s were landed early on the 30'th Novemoer ocfore t.he 
vescel sailed 1'or Port Lockroy where she arrived late t.he 
same evening. Light pack ice o.nd oranh ·ms encountered on 
the passage. 

All stores were discharged oy the 2nd December and the 
vessel lef't for Hope Bay. '.i'his Base was relievcJ. end a surve:{ 
and geological party 'toge"ther ·ni th their dogs and equip.ncnt. 
transported across to Joinville Iclnr.d. The "John Eiscoe" 
finally sailed fol' Signy Island on the 7th Dcccinro r . 

Numerous large grounded iceoergs were seen Detaeen Hope 
a.."ld B1·ansfie1.d I slo.nds mid clong the northern co,..st of 
D' Urvillo Islri.nd. Mnny arec.s of pack ice wore avoided on 
pc.scngc -covmrds Signy oy dotours to the northward. Signy 
Island \"/US ref\ched on the 9th and cle",rod by the 11th Decc .• 10cr 
when course wc.s sot. for South Georgio where on 111•ri val ounlrn1• 
fuel, f'l'osh v1~ter o.nd gns oil in d1·un1s were loaded. 

The vessel cleared South Georgia on the 15th D~ce!lloc1· and 
r.ras instruc tcd to sot course for Dundee I slr.nd, to inv..,stignte 
an Argon tine B~1sc there. The :pv.ss~gc vms mndc in foul weather 
conditions and course had 'to be nl tcrcd continuously northv ~·ds 
tc ovoid pock ico. Active Sound wos ~oW1d to Ou completely 
covc1·od with thlck f'e.st ice out n pr.rty v·as landed. on the 
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"Polar Maid" and arl'i ved o.t South Georgie. on tho 1 Oth Octo er 
On orrival Bonner reported sick and on the 13th it · o.s found • 

ecossary to remove a perf'oratcd gangrenous n,tJpendix \'i th 
localised pGritonitis present. 

Bonner made stea~y progrc:.ss toVTards r covery out had to oe 
~eft oehind at Lei th Haroour Hospi tul for another three v1c.eks 
~;hon Stonohou~o r,1ov ed to the Bay of Isles on tho 29th Octooer 
taking \71 th h.Lm a tcmpo1·ary assistant locally ongc.p:cd. Their 
hut v1us e1·ec ted in ~\mplc Bay end oiological studies st"ri;cd 
almost immediatel~T· Geni;oo nnd King Penguin emoryos \ere 
collcct.cd and despatched to the Scientific Bureau. King ?enguino 
were mark~ d and ochavlour s'tudics started. Plankton i·uns muc1o 
alor.g the shore produc cd ini:;ercsting roaul tS o A dctailod map 
oi' th? or•cn wns completed :md a general map of tho Buy of Islc.s 
v1ell :i.n hand oy the end of Decemoer. J .. v1ecther log was kept. nnd 
ooserv"tions taken daily. 

The pru·ty is to rem:.in nt the Bny of Isles un'til e'lrly 
1955. 

4. HEALT"rl I.ND rmRJ.LE 

.,s in 1 952 the heal th of survey personnel was ve1·y good 
excep~ for minor ailme4ts and the case reported in my 
Confiileni;ial telegram No . 115 FIDEP oi' the 3rd Septcmocr, 1953 .. 
M1.. rale appears to hc.ve oeen p-:.rticulr:rly high c.t all Bases 
during 1953. The deni:h of J •• :i. Farrant. reported ir. my tclcgrc.1!1 
No. 149 FIDEP of the 18th Novemocr, 1953 had a depressing effect 
on Bose B for a time out this soon disappen.-:·od v1hcn new personnel 
arrived. 

5. 'l''1E Rl~LIEF OF P.' .. SES 

g1rs"t Southern Vo;ro.gc 

The s.v. ",John Biscoe" left Po."ti Stanley on i;ho 24th 
November and retur·ned on the 17th Dccc nocr, 1952 'lf'~or relieving 
B1~en D, B, G Wld Hin th'"t"t order r.nd visiting Grytvil:.on nnd 
Loi·th H rnour at SJuth Georgia . PracticnllY no ice wus scon 
du1•ing the voyage. 

Socond Sou'thcrn Vo--o.r:re 

The s. v. "John Biscoe" left. S"tnncly for her socond voyage 
on the 13th Jnnu~ry, 1953 out unfortunately re.n o.eround ~t 
Darwin, where she h~d culled to load provisions, and sustair.ed 
serious damage to her rudder and steering gec.1•. Th-. engineers 
were aole ;,o mnke tem:>or""rY repc.irs on 'the spot nnd the vessel 
\7"lB then r.ole to return to Stanley for further c.i~"minci;ion. 
I'ti w .s found necesscry to send her to Mont1evideo for dry- doc'·ing 
rnd rE.pnirs before sl1c sniled sou'th r:gain . Further i;ern:lornry 
repairs wore mode in Str.P.lcy to rnn1~o hor sufficiently sec.worthy 
for tho 1 , OOO mile journey. hll cargo ~ s unlondca ·~d sne 
loft on t.ho 22nd ~anu-,ry. Repairs •1cre put in h'lnd immedi.-'toly 
on arrivrl in Montevideo. Repairs were complct~d v~ry ~uickly 
rir.d "tho vessel retu1·ncd to s·vmlcy for re-lot.ding. She f'in:\lly 
sriled for the Dependencies on the 25th Feoru ry. All B~ses 
and south Georgie we1·e visi-:;ed and the onnu".l relief completed. 
He<>vy pack ice wns encoun'tered 1.>etwcen Port Lockroy and the 
Al'gondnc Islands "",nd "t one 't.ime the veonel wc..s oeset off 
Doumor Islc.nd for· four dnys . Wide detours h~d to oe me.de aft.er 
leaving Hope Boy 1'or Signy Isl"nd to cvoid hoc.vy consolidci;ed 
p"ck. She W'!S r.gain ooeet on tho 3rd J.pril for 18 hours of'f' 
Bridgeman Island. The ship returned to Port Stnnley on 'the 
2L• th April. 
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The Base was visited cy the R.R. s. "·T'>hn Biscoe" during 

~he 1952/53 su111mcr on the Jrd Decemoer 1952 ar.o the 2 tn 
4 ~ .recrucry , 27th Uarch ar.d 'the 13"th Apr1i , 1953. · 

(:f) Base ' H' , Sirmy Island 

As at Admiralty Bay the work at Bose mainly centred round 
the me'teorological progra 11me and 79 pilot onlloon ascents were 
success~lly complet~d • . sea ice ~onditiono oetwoen Signy and 
Coronai;1on Island wci. o d1sappoin'tlng and it was only sccu1•e 
between early July and the middle of August . Ho\·;ever when the 
ice was thei·e eood u~e was made of it o.nd sevc.ral sledge 
jou1·neys wePe 1110.de to Coronation Island. Rock spcciincms were 
col lee tod fr om o.11 ports vis i tcd and a col lee ti on mn.de of the 
mcto.mo::phic rocks of Si rin~· Island. On the roquest o1' the 
Scien"t1fic Bureau certain d.ta about Weddell s~~ls were 
callee ted , including nose/t'1il moas\trcmen ts and specimens of 
teeth , 1'lipper nails nna Si{'lllso A short repor·t on the 
par turition of a Weddell Seal, illustr ated oy the cctual 
photog~aphs 'taken, wns prepared oy Owen. Routine seal counts 
\'/ere mnde during the yeo.r "..nd on ornithological log !rnpt. 

(g) South Georgi~ 

South Goo:x•aia Exuedi tion 

This expedi don, orgc.nised o:nd led oy Dunc~n Cc.rse, w".s 
financed f'rom Falkland IslCTids Dependencies Surve;y funds. The 
four mc~oors (D. Carse, Leader, K. Werourton , Medical Of~icer, 
A.F. Trendell, Geologis"t ~r.d G. s ... illie, Surve~or) together 
with 311 the.i..r bo.g~ogf' and equi:pmeni; re"l.ched South Georgic. on 
the 1 Oth Octooer. Unforttll!11tely on arrl vnl W'"'rourton we.a :rour.d 
to oe sui'fering from ::i. duoden£'.1 ulce1' nnd "l though he reg-;ir .. cd 
re".son".oly good he'll th nfte:x· "trentmen t in Lei th Haro our Hospi tel: 
wns neve1· :f'i t enough to tCJ(e cny pnrt in the slcdee joui~neys. 
He w::.is returned "to England in J::mun.ry, 1 954. 

During Octooer Cnrse lnid depots with the help o"f tho 
sealers while Smillie ~nd Trend~ll geologisod in the Dartmouth 
Point. aren. The port~r left Grytviken at the ond of Octooe1' on 
their main northeri! jourr::.ey nnd reached Cnpo !'forth c.nd Schieper 
Bay. Results were only moderately suc<.:essi'ul bucau.se of dif'ficuJ 
trnvel conditions, ex"tr~el~· oa.d Wt:other c-nd only huv ing three il 
the p:u·ty. '!'hey rei;urned to Gryi;vikcn on the 19th Dccanooro 

The pcrty storted out on their main south~rn journey on 
the 12lih Ja.nuc.l'Y , 1 954 o:nd returned c.f'ter 38 a '\ye in the 1.'i old. 
The we.,ther \7'tS very g,od out the country proved too precipi taus 
f'or tr .... vcl 'Uld v1 .s impossaole oey,md Dryg lshi Fjord. Survey 
results were dis~ppointir.g but geologic~l results excellent, 
n great deal of data ceing collected on the igneous co~plex 
of' the area. It vms estaolished oy astronomical fix that Cape 
V"hsel is some 1i i~les s. s.E. of its charted position ith a 
genernl tendency to symp~thetic movement ln the rest of "the 
southern end of the Island. Smillie left South Georgia for 
Englcnd on the 15th Uarch, 1954 out Carse and Trendall stayed 
on end made 11 furth13r journey to the Royal Bay/Gold Hcroour 
crou. They successf'ully completed o trigor.ometricnl "tic- up 
octwoen their 1951/52 ond 1953/54 survey work '"'.lld did some 
addi tionnl geology. Ocrso c-.nd Tr·endc.11 loft for England on 
tho 17th Apl'il , 1954. 

Survey of Kin~ Pengui~s 

B. Stonehouce (Biologist) und his asoisi;unt N. W. Bonnei.· 
left Glasgow :ror South Georgia on the 29th August, 1953 ir. 'the 
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The mnin occuna'tion d ring the year ·ms .r teorolo 
In addition to the normal oD"crvntion l ti fY• 
wo1•k .us carried ou't on the G""'

1
. 11 1 a r u n ., experimental 

0\7 pre.;suI'e .1 clro '""n 
generator and in connexion 11th )f lo't onlloon tail a~cents 
Afn~~~er of sno / flake crysMln .1c.:re fixed and a collectio; 
o ty slides resulted. A total of 119 pilot oalloon ~ 
"i6l'e made. ....scen'ts 

Rosultc from the Gill genc.:r""tor \"lero disa. •noim:;ing· v1h .t 
proved to oe r'. dnne;erous como.in tion of che .. 1ic: le in tt~mptc 
to gcner·~te hydro en, i·cs 1 ted in t\:o c:xplosiono. rrue ex ericnee 
r.ined howevel' led to the pe1·fection of the tecnniquo for 

operation du1·ing 1954. 

Somo oi1•a rincing : .s under1;nken "lnd n nwnoor o:r Chionis 
:.loa ( Sho"thoill), Cothc.r".c'tc Skna ( Skut~) t: . .nd Ph"la.c1·ocon ,x 
~'triceps (Sh"g) were ringed. 

The sche,nc ~or H. Smith to oot· in f'if'ty ~e'11 pup s ~ins 
foiled oec·•uEe of' the de'lrth 01' puoping Weddells. None wer·e 
'taken out counts ' ere m"de ::m 'they· weI'e nll sexed \/hen 
circumstances pernit'ted, 'thnt is on nll occ·.sione except ·hen 
they were un::,opr·o'.1.chcole oec...,use of' ro1,,te sea ice. Sc::-.ls 
generc.llY ·;ere found to oe very sc· r·ce ir: the :..re-. for most 
of the ~re-:r ·..:nd it we s ever. found di!'f .icul c to p1·ovide i'ood 
for the few dogs m .int~ined . 

~"',. nu.,1oer of' cllort journeys \7erc :n .de c1 ring 'the y ~ r 
mo.inly for "tho pui•pose of' sc~d hunting c.nd ice ooserv tions. 
The nen froze over ver:· qui.ck!•· af'ter the departure of tne 
R.R. s. 11 .rohn Biscoe" and journeys ,·:ere made to C"'pe Tuxen on 
the l.J.th e.nd 19th J·.nril. :. t.hree day man-h t ling trip \7::-.s meidc 
to B'>oth Islc.nd oe't"'leen the 23rd r !1d 25th .·.pril to m· i·e ice 
ooserv tionc; the Bism".rk Strni t w •. s comploT.el:V ice free . 
The 1iont nor·ther·ly posi -cion ru' ch~d on the trio Vlr.r, Port C:mrcot, 
the vdnter•ing str.tion 01' the "Frr..ncr.is" in 19011; ..._ l~r·e:c 
.::'lirn, ucehive in shnpe, erected on -chc:..t occncion on the r•idge 
aoove the small hnroour ·tos found i.o oe ln exl!ellent condi tiono 

During .Tune a.."ld LTuly n numoe~' of sec.l hunting tri_yc •r1e1~0 
m"'de to 'the v 1•iouc c djacent islands md on the 27th July f'ro,n 
Clayton Hill on Pete1·.-nann Island open wa'ter r1as ooserved to 
have Leached the northern end of' Hovgaard Island. 

A tl'ip was made to -che mainland in early Septo;noe1' f01· 
ice observa"tions. By this 'time open water had reached as far 
south as PvcorJiann Island and f'urthe1• Joui·noys ore considered 
lmr..,ssir>lc. 

( e) Basa ' ll ' , Admi al ;;y Bay 

Rou'tine meteorological oocervations nd ·1ireless schedules 
were ain 't&ined throul"hout i:he year . A Pin men T i.ne and 
laoour was spent on m'lintenance ~.nd rep ir·s to the B~rne Hut. 
A new store shed, pre~o~ricated in Stnnley, ·1 c cro~-ced during 
the 1952/53 ~mmmcr. 

Personnel f'iund recre~tion in skiing, occ~oional -crlps 
on tho Geu ice exercising 'the dogs nnd nwnorous walkl; cround 
tho pcninsul"t and over -che Kell .... r R·mgc. To' 1·as th'o er.a of: 
'the :rear a numoer of tripe were nr .. dc to Point Thomns to collec't 
penguin e e,:- . Personnel have t icen a keen interest in 
pho1.oe;1·nuhy ::.nd p::.inting. 
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~ edical Research 

The medical officer continued ~1th urinary Vi't~nin c 
ooservntions out oecause of' his lone ~oeences from Bose 
on sledge journeys there still re.nains much work 'to oe 
done n the suoject. 

Hetcorology 

Ful~ routine ooservr<tions md climf\tological worl: 
was C''rried out 'throughotit the ye'1r. i. new ·mei:o 1c.;-te11 

to7cr was erected towards the end of Decenoe~ 1952 to 
rcplf.'.ce 'the 01·iein:.\l or.c doGtroyed oy the wind during 
1952 . The nt..W toVler wi thsi;ood frequent hu1·l'icane fore c 
wind o during the yec.r without sus tainlng drun·lgo. 
Experimental recording wind inntrumen'ts "nd a "Dewccll11 

recorder were installed in Morch. Work on tho instr~ncnts 
"took up a consider:..:ole runoun"t of t.ime out results, except 
in 'the case of the recording volt meter (ryind speed) 
wore unsa.tisf'uctory oecc.use of olectric"'.l fc:ults . Sno 1flake 
f'ixa t ion wns unde1·tc.1:en whenever possiolo and 106 pllo't 
oulloon nscents 1ere successfully completed. 

Neorly ~11 months during ~he yenr wel'e ch"'r£'cterised 
oy hif,h mee.n VlindG. The month of Mny, \lhich in 1952 wc.c 
oy f"ol' the indiest mornh , pl'o·1ed the opposite in 1953 
with c'"\lms recorded f:.:>r nearly one third of the oonervc."tions 
;. gust of 1 2S l:.nots ·;,as recorded on the 30th :.pl'il and 
over a period of eight hours t:\'t the time the1•e was a 
continuous meai1 r:ind of 80 lmots. The mon'thly mee.n 
tempero."tu1·es ·,ere roughly comp::iruole wi 'th t.hgse of 1952, 
though t.he lowest minimum ;;empcr--.ture of -14 F ·::as 
conaidernoly higher ~ha.n the lowest .ninimu for several 
months of the previous year . Snowfall was heavlent duri~g 
,', .. ugust nnd lecst during July and Sopte.r.oar. 

ornitholo& 

';:the first penguins we:·e seen in the r 'okery to the 
west of the Bo.se Hut during the le.st weel~ in Septe110er 
and they returned in full f'orce during the cecond i:ec~i:. in 
Oc'tober. The f'irst eggs ":ere found on the 5th November 
and lot.er approximately 1 ,400 were collected. The 
J,rgen'tine Bace memoers 'llso collec'ted egrs, out oy 
arra.ngemen't oe'tween the Bri'tish B·se Le~der and 'the 
.:.rgen'tine Commander a limi 't vms se't of 1 , 500 eggs for 
e· ch Br.se. Ir. m\s clso agreeJ tho.t porDcnncl t'i.•om 
visiting ships ;·10uld no't oe ollo\·1ed to collec't eggs. 

J.pproxim~:tely 300 oirds \'ere killed for dog food 
during "the year. Some coun'ts c..~d ooserv~'tions were me.de 
'towards the end of the year. The amoun't ot' tr~velling 
done this year from this ocse w s highly satisfactory u.~d 
reflects credi't on the o~se leader and o'thers concorncd. 

( d) Baco ' F ' , Arr.i:c.n'tino Islmds 

The Brrne wes relieved in 1953 on tJ1e 7th Harch nnd until 
the "John Biscoe'' left ngnin the importan't vtorl~ for all 
conccI'nea. \':OS the ouilding of :founnations f'or me p1•oposed 
new hut on H:irinn Poin't. 
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(vi) Comoined Denot, Sm·vev and Geological .Tourney 

to Cooe Lor.s:ring 

Depot Pai•ty : 
Duration: 

I.ilea Travelled: 

Survey Party : 
Duration: 
Miles Truvelled: 

Geological Party : 
Duration: 
Miles Travelled : 

Maz•sh and Po\, ell 
3rd to 24th Octooor, 1953 -
22 days 
216 

Blait:lock and Stratton 
3rd to 30th Octooer - 28 days 
240 

Standring and Coley 
3rd to 30th Octooer - 28 dcys 
220 

The plan WE:S t·or a combined party to :>l~ce c. 
depot in the vicinity of Cope Longing for· use on 
a survey journey to Evnn's Inlet in 1954, to mcke 
an astronomical fix at Persson Island, to run c 
traverse up Victory Gl'.:cie1•, to spend u r1eek 
geologising in the Cupe Longing urea with o. vic•:1 
to throwing more light on the rolutionship oetween 
the Trinity Peninsula ser·ies nnd the met:ozoic scdimeno;o 
in the area ::-.nd to move n deno'I; from :.zi nu th Hill 
to a more sui toole position C:t Pi o;t Point. : .11 these 
tnsl·s were comple-:;ed us well "S three hourly 
meteorological ooservn~ions throughout the journey. 

(vii) Survey and Geology of Joinvillc o.nd 
"<l;lncent I slar1Js 

Pr:rty : 

Duration : 

riiles Travelled : 

Bl~iklock, Stratton, Standring 
".nd Tnylor (new recruio;) 
7th Dece1oer, 1953 to 3rd 
Feoru ry, 1954 - 59 days 
210 

The plcm w::.s for the R.R. s. 11 ,Tohn Biscoe" to 
tr::urnport n fully eq,uipued pr-rty of f'our men un<l 
"two dog te'U7ls i;o J'oinvillc Island to mnke topogrc.phical 
nnd geologicnl surveys of the Islond and as much ns 
possiole of the ndj'lcent Islands. 

The party wns i-.nded vith little trouole p.nd 
set up o.se depot crunp three ~iles north-woso; of 
Cc.pe Kinnes . J. weelt wns spent relaying loads 
inlnnd rmd then i;wo journC'ys were made round the 
Ielnnd during v1hich o;he .1ajori ty of' the curvcy nnd 
geology \" ~s completed, with the cJ:ception of the 
Firth of Tay shore. Mos't of the rock outc ..... ops on 
Join ville were v1si tod n.nd tho gre~ter P'lI't of 'the 
Islnnd found to oe comnosed of sediments of 'the 
Tt'ini ty Peninsula se1•ies with some intrusions. On 
the no1·th- east const a n"'rror.i onnd of conglomerc.tes 
simil~r to 'the J'ur~ssic conglornerntos seen in the 
nor"thern end of the ?enir.sulG, yielded c few poor 
pl~nt fossils and were do•mf"ul ted ng'lins't the 
older sediments. 

Regul:ir meteorologici;il obse1•vc.tions wore 
maintained during the journey and sea ice ooserv~tions 
tronsmi tted to Hope Bny when observed. ~·· munoer of 
ndul t, penguins r.nd chicks were weighed ".t the O::\se 
depot camp rookery. 
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h"'d Deen ooscured oy 10•1 cloud during the 
1 9'•7 journey to ~. ';rgueri te Bny. Geolon \7 s 
to be undertn.ken .s 'tir.1e '1Ild circumst'\Ilces 
permitted. ~ 1,200 lo. depot h~d occn pl~ced 
on Burn urdoch Nun'1tr.k during 1952 nnd it ~.s 
~1-:.nnod to t'11rn on sufficient food for r. 40 dny 
Journey from there. 

The fil'st stnr't w~n rioorti ve oec .use D"ld 
wecther forced "the p~rty to lie un 'it View 
Point for four d:iys. They rt..rturned to Hopo 
B".y for more provisions ... nd mndo n f1• nh stnz•t 
on the 4th Mo~r. The overlnnd route previouiuy 
used in ;.pril wcs follor1ed to Beehi vc Nun".tnl~ 
from where p~rt of the depot wns coJlccted, and 
!1 considerooly shorter rou'te vms found ~c.:ross 
Russell und Victory Glaciers to Pitt Point. Th0 
survey of Robertson r:nd .rnson Isl""Jlds 'll".S 
comple1ied out there ;ws insufficient "time to 
complete the survey of the mriinlnnd co~.st . 
Goologicnl examini.nions ·;;ere m"'.de nt Rooertson 
ond Jcson Islands ruid t11e Se~l Nunntri:·<S. J~son 
Isl md proved to oe l~rgely composed of 
microgrrnites proo~oly intruded into the Trinity 
Peninsuln sedimcn"ts. Tnis mid-winter journey of 
756 miles wnG a note·11or"thy r.chicvement. 

(v) Journev to Jru~es Ross Islrnd 

Support Purty : 
Duration: 
Milos Travelled: 

Guologic'11 P"'.rty : 
Dur"'.tion: 

Milos Tr-welled : 

Survoy P".rty : 
Durntion: 

Milc:J Tr~wulled: 

T".l t ::ind King 
6th to 11 "th J·.ugus1i - 6 d"'ys 
100 

Col~y ~nd St".lldring 
6th :.ugust to 10th Scptemocr, 
1 953 - 36 d'1ys 
300 

Bl~iklock '1nd Str~tton 
6th :.ugust to 15th Scptomocr, 
1953 - 41 a~ys 
350 

'.i.'he oojoct of' the journey w·.s to comnlete 'the 
survey of the sou~hern h'llf of ,J--..ncs Hose Isl md, 
to rn~ke nn 11strono~ic'1l f'ix f\ t Snow Hill Inl"'.nd, 
to circumn':'.vig{".'tO Jn._,1es Ross Isl-md r.nd -sc·~nd 
Mount H'~ddington. The geologicnl P".rty were to 
cx'"l.mine Seymour, Snow Hill 'lnd Cockou1·n I a1~.nd, 
the N~ze --.nd tho cliffs north of the B"Y oy Hidden 
L'lke. 

Thu proposed pl'lil W'"l.S for tho p~rties to 
tr~vel together ris °f'"'r ns C"'PO L~chM m waon the 
support p-.rty would return to Hope B~y ".nd the 
survey und gcologicol p?.rti .... s woI'lt sopnr"'.tely. 

:.11 the o"ojects 'f the :iourney ~1ere c.ompleted 
ar. well :.o.S some contouring of: the ice cap and 
visits oy the geological party to a numoer of 
outcl'ops on James Ross Island. Crotaceoui:; and 
Tortiort sediments v1ere s'tudied nnd 11 collection 
of Cretaceous fossils made. 
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P .rty: 
DurPtion: 
Liles Tr--.velled : 

Pc:.rt.y : 
Duration 
'iles Travelled : 

pr.,1•ty: 
Dm--~ ti on: 

Milos Trnvelled : 

Coley ~ind Ke.up 
~~th to 29th July , 1953 - 10 d~yc 

~;~rsh 'l.Yid Tnl t 
23rd : .ugust to 3rd Septe ioor - 1 2 dr;y 
25 

Broolcf leld 'llld Kemp 
17th Septemoer to 1st Octocer, 1953 -
15 oc:rs 
30 

The hut ·.ws er· cc t cd during the mon 't:h c of May , 
JW1e nnd July. The timber cmd accessories ·.1ere 
sledged to the tide ere.ck at the 1'oot of Lnst Hill 
oy vr.rious p'..'..rtics f1"'om B'l.se going to col lec't se'll 
rne--.1i . The m"..terir.ls were sledged across D•tsc Bay 
to the site oy Tei t nnd Po..-1ell r1ho r.lso erec tcd the 
fr"~iework end l:omplcted the outside ooarding. It 
is bntercsting to noi:;e t.hnt the tcmpc.rnture '1VOr'lged 
-1 2. Fr.hrenhei t du1·ing thP.se operf'.tions. Broold'leld 
and Tol t r.oreoleted the interior o1' the hut . The 
site chosen is ~n excellent one frcm the su~ling point 
of Vi.,;W "S sculs hnvo Deen oDservcd in lih"':.t cren 
pr .ci;icclly "'.11 the :;-c'"r round. For mutuorolog.i.cal 
ooe:or vntions the cxoosurc is ver good r.l though 
visiDilitv to the south r.nd south-e~st is limi"ted 
occuuse of' 'the height of the cliffs on tho northe1·n 
side of View P0int. 

(iii) Reeonnniss'lllce Overlnnd Rout6 ~nd Dooot L~·in~ 
,To11rnoy "tO Russell Glf".cier 

Pat·'ty : 

Dut"nion: 

Milus Tr'.\V.Jllcd : 

h ·rsh, Blniklocl~, St.:m1ring end 
Stratton 
2l+th fJc.rch to 3rd .oril, 1953 -
11 d'.:l;i,·s 
1 20 

Tho pn.rty tr~.vol lcd DY the us'J'11 J.·outo f'rom 
Hope Boy to Duse Bey and thence ncross i;he sun ice 
to VLM Point. .:. good snf'e overl"nd i·oute vi~ Brana 
Vcllcy w s th6n followed i;o Beehive NW1rtck , ·1hcrc tihe 
depot was lnid, end an e~sy rou'tc found ~cross Rus~cll 
Gl "C ior·. 

(iv) .Tou.ney to .Jc.son Islnnd 

Durntion: 

Mi lea TI"'.Velled: 

M"\rsh, BlnH~lock, St".ndring and 
Strct1ion 
27th J.pril to ~.nd r.ay (f'clse s-r;o.r.:;) 
'1nd then 4-th May to 17th July 
81 dayG 
756 including frlsc si;o.rt 

The oDject of' the journey wns for c. co.noined 
survoy nnd geologicnl p•rty to tr"lvel nouth to the 
Jnson Irlrmds via Cnpe Long.i.ng ruid the Senl NW1c-.tc.1~s 
Survey wns concernecl with the 01·e--.s:- Robertson .. md 
,T"!.son I sl::mds r.nd thfl.t p·u•t of "Lhe mr.inlnnd coast which 
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li"ost of the 1953 personnel , inclttding tho Base Le"der rmd 

Su1·veyors, hru'J nlre{'dy served th1·ough 1952 so the ror · during 
1953 w~s genc.1·nl 1 Y n coni;inuo.ticn of tiho w~r·l· done the previous 

Jf yo. r . 

Sled.a:ing 

The following journeys were undertaken: -

( i) Local Survey :md G1·ology: 

Pnrty: Bl~iklock, Stratton, Stonolcy 
(relioYcd lntcr 1952/53 sc'1son) 
end Coley 

Duren.ion: 28th Deceaoci·, 1952 to 
Jrd Jnnu~ry, 1953 - 7 dnys 

r.1iles T1•nve1 0d. ·50 

The pltm i'l".S to cx"tcnd tho loccl Survey cmd 
Geology to the Thim!Jlc Pot~k are;a out li 'ttlo w .s 
~chicvud because of low cloud. Progress ucs made 
du1·ing the year \".'i th tho trinngulc.tion of the 
Br.se areo. 

(ii) ,Tonrno:vs in Connexion \7i th "the Ol'C.!tion rind 
QCCUD~tion or View Point Hut 

P.::?.rty: 
Duration : 
Miles 

Travelled: 

Pn..l''tY : 
Du1ation: 
Mileo 

Travelled: 

Party : 
Durntion: 
Miles 

Trcwellcd: 

P:-.1·ty : 
Durotion: 
Milos 

Tr~velled: 

Pnrty : 
D1ir·nion: 
Miles 

Tr"velled 

Pnrty: 
Dur'!tion: 
Miles 

T1'uvelled: 

P:irt:y: 
Dur"tion: 
Miles 

Trovelled: 

Bl~iklock and hlarsh 
7th to 13th Feorurry, 1953 - 7 days 

50 

Kemp '1nd Powell 
7th to 25t.h Feorurr.v, 1953 - 19 d;ys 

60 

Strctton and Coley 
20i;h Fcorw·ry to 11 i;h Mr..rch, 1 953 - 20 dc;y:: 

60 

Blaiklock nnd Brookrield 
7th to 19th M"rch, 1953 - 13 dv.ys 

60 

Tnl t nnd Powell 
11th ~o 20th flny, 1953 - 10 drys 

110 

Tni't and Powell 
29th llny to 13th June, 1953 - 16 a~ys 

60 

Tnit end Brookfield 
16'th June to 2nd July, 1 953 - 17 dr.ys 

50 

- 4 -



\ ORK .'.T B.'.SES 

( n) Bnse ' J. ' , Port Lock1'ov 
I 

• 
Tnis EQ.se con"tinucd ui th the Ionoophe1·1c progr~ ne end 

rnndc continuous oose1'v'".t.lons through th ... " 
shor't or·eulrn of 12 ".l1d 18 h out e. ye .r except for two 

i 
· · ours cnused. oy r.unor f'r.ul ts in t.he 

cqu pmon t . · 

T~o rnan~r.l equipmen't was operated ct three-hourly intervals 
un~il. i~~rch wh~n t~e f1:1l~y ~utomntic equipmc.nt supplied through 
thu Dir ~c tor of ScJ.entif:i.c end Industrial Re:se"rch wno ins-culled. 
Ti:e uqu:.i.pm7n~ mQde ooserv'!tions cver:,r hou1• end 1·nn continuously 
w~ t~ surpr1 singly little n t"tention. Tho rosul ts follor:ed ' 
sim:i.lnr t r ondr. to those oo~crvcd du1·ing 1952. 

The ; ,uto- Dioscl Genern.tors v1ere ovc.rhnul0d o:r the R. R. s . 
" Johz:i Biscoe" engineers during the 1952/53 summer "nd rnn 
co~tinuously, 24 hours d~ily, duvinp 1953. 

:.n ex'tension wns ouil t to the Bnse Hut to provide cm of'fic.:c 
Pnd rn~io room :nd so nllo\"1 sufficient space in tho origin!1l 
rr.dio/1onospher1c ro11m to house the new equipment. 

Routine meteo~ologic~l oosorvntions were m~dc at six­
hourly intcrvcls. 

( o) B'lse 'B ' 2 Decent ion Isl~nd 

,·.s in 1952 mo.:;;; of the v;ork r.t th.is Bcoo wcs meteorologic;al. 
Schedules llere maintained in spite of' the Base oeing unde1•s-i;nf'fed; 
one ;nn wns re"turncG. 'to Stanley nt the oeginning of the ~·eo.r ~G. 
'11\0t.hor \'1"'S incnpr.ci t!lted for several months dUJ.'ing the yecr by 
illness. Fif'ty- ninc pilot o~lloon ~sccnGs wore completed during 
the yeOI' • 

The lof't of t.hc mnin hut wcin fitted out to cccommoclr.te c 
contingent of Royal f,iurines during the 1952/53 summer nnd w~s 
cg..iin usoa oy the relief contingent dur.ing the 1953/54 sur.m1er~ 

Two Surveyo1·c, recrui'ted for service r.t Hope Bay during 
1954, were t;cmpornrily posted to Deception Islnnd f'o1• tho 1953/54 
summer. Thoy were provided with equipment nnd mntoricls oy the 
Di rec tor o:f Colonicl Surveys oeforo loe.ving Englc.nd nnd mede a 
complete topographical survey of the Island. B~se personnel end 
Royal ~arines assisted them to set up c~.rnps ct various plo.cce 
on the Island; stores und equipment Y:erc moved cy a comoin.:i..tion 
of small boats and sledges {'both man ~d dog haull?d). 

(c) Base 'D ', Hopo Bny 

The yec.r 1953 proved c very full one for this Base. It 
stcrted ·11th m-u-.y struct.U-'cl improvements to the Bose Hut which 
greatly incrensed tl:e warmth and comfort. ,\ second sto1·e/ 
emergency hut was erected in order to house mo.·e stores under 
cover then hi'th·r~o. In order to provide sufficient scnl meet 
for dog food 1'.t r1'1.s decided to mr.intain t.wo men ~nd one or "tYIO 
tcrJ11s of dogs in Duse Bay ns often cs possible. To make their 
lot; e=i.cior a smo.11 living hut rn:.s orcc"ted at View Point ns n 
conv1.;nicn t centre. The hut was p1•cf'col'ica'ted in S t r.nloy , 
delivered to Hope Bey oy t.he R.R. s . "John Biscoo" and "trnnspor'tod 
to the site oy dog sledge. The hut was erected by Base personno: 
and occupied for considernolc periods au1·ing tho ye-;r. Rndio 
::md motcoz·olo6lCnl og_ui:pmont was provlded anc1 o'osorvations 
ucms.ni tted t.hrice dnlly to st-mley vi!l Hope Buy. The rcnul ts 
proviclcd en J.nterosting compnrison oetwocn the r1ee.thcr on er.ch 
side or Trininy Peninsula. 
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Base Nr.me l .. ge .. ~ppointment 

... Hope Bey G. f . :J ... rsh 27 t!edic"l Of'ficer/ 

f s. . J . St~ndring 26 
Br..se Lcc.der 

Geologist 

K. V. Blc-.iklock 25 Surveyor 

D.G. Str~tton 26 / .. ssistcm; Surveyor 

B. Kemp 22 Ueteor·ologic:::l 
1.ssisto.nt ( S<,nior 
Duties) 

J 0 ,'i,. Coley 23 ?rntcor-ologicnl 
: ... ssi st::int 

G. H. Brookfield 32 Mcteo ... •ologicr.l 
OoscrveI' 

M. F. Tr.it 29 Meteorologiccl 
oose1·ver 

l':. E. C. Powell 25 Diesel Electric 
Mcch"l.nic 

P . i'. King 31 Wireless Oper'Ltor 
Mechanic 

.Argentine D •• 'i.. Enrrett 20 Meteorological 
Islands OoscrveI'/Bcse Leeder 

F.L. Johnson 23 Meteorologic::il 
hSSlstont (Senior 
Duties) 

H. Smith 27 Hei;corologicul 
Ooscrver 

D.i •• Clcrke 21 Diesel Eleci:;ric 
Mechcnic 

. '• T. :Kelley 32 Wireless Op~r~i:;or 
McchD.nic 

AdmiroJ ty R. F. Wormvick 25 Motcorologic{..l 
Boy /.saistrmt/Bcse Le~dc 

(Seniol' Duties) 
R. J . Bm1J~s 23 Mei;eorologicel 

01.)server 
G. E. Henunen 27 Hcteo1·ologic n.l 

Oose1·ve1· 
B.L. Golcorne 23 Dt escl El cc t;ric 

Mechnnlc 
J. Turnoull 33 Wi1·cloos Opel· 1 tor 

IJech-mic 

Signy Inland l .• G. Tritten 21 Meteorolo ical 
ooserver/Bnze Leeder 

R.: .• Berry 23 Heteorologic~l 

~Esistnnt (Senior 
Du'tieo) 

D. Parson3 20 Uetcorological 
J.ssiotant 

R. J . Ten ton 25 Diesel Eleci:;ric 
Mcchar1ic 

T. G. Owen 24 Wireless Oper~tor 
UechD.nic 

- 2 -



/ ANNUAL REPORT ON T'rlE 

FALKLAND ISLAHDS DEPl'.:"mfil·crEs SURVEY 

FOR 1953 

1. DISTRIBUTION OF BASES 

Tho Survey maintained the f'ollouing Bases during uio 
year: -

Plc.c.:c Name 
Ba~e Gcograph1ea1 r.stooliEh-

Lettcr Position mcnt 
Lat. s. Long. w. 

Port Lockroy, 
Palmer Archipclogo A 64. 50 63 . 31 5 

Deception Island, 
South Shotlnnds B 62.59 60. 3li 5 

Hope Boy, 
Grahcmlond D 63. 24 56. 59 10 

A1·gcr.'tine Islands, 
Biscoe Archipelago F 65.15 64.16 5 

Admiralty Boyt 
58. 24 Sou'th Shctlrulds G 62.03 ~ _, 

Signy Island, 
South Orkncys H 60. 43 45 . 36 5 

The disti·ioution nnd s1in1'fing of Bnscs for 1953 wns 
ousically thu same ns in 1952; a sixth man was posted t0 
Docoption Island out he hod to bu r0turncd to Stanley for c 
minor operation which prev0n1iud him froni roturning tl"l tho 
Dupcndoncics until the 1953/5Lr swnmer. 

2. PERSONNEL 

Ba so Name Ago Appoi.n 1imen 1i 

Port Lockroy W. s. P . Ward 33 Sciontific Assistnn't/ 
Bo.se Leader 

F.G. Bird 25 Goncrcl Assistun't 

A.H. .Martir. 27 G~ner3l Assistan~/ 
m.itcorologico.l 0 Jscrvt 

C.G. Coll op 28 Wirolosn Opcr'1'tor 
}fochanic 

H. <T. Rooinson 24 Diuscl Electric .~ccho.nic 

Dec option r.w.N. Clarke 27 Metoorologicnl ooservcr/ 
IP lend Bnsc Lendel' 

D. J . George 21.J. Meteorological Assist~1t 
( Sc11i.>l' Duties) 

F • J: ... Hull 20 Me"&eorologlcc.l Assis tnnt 

1 •• n. Farrc.nt 39 Di encl Elec tl' ic Uechnnic 

B. Teyler 29 Wireless Oper~tor 
M ccn ".llie 



/ 

Paroe:raphs 

1 • 

2. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

a. 
9. 

1 o. 

11. 

FAU\LAfm ISLAt1DS DEPm·nE!·crEs SURVE1 

ANNUAL REPORT 1953 

Title 

Distribution of Bases 

Personnel 

Work at Bases 

Base ' A~ Po"t Lockroy 
Base ' B' , Dccoption Islnnd 
Base ' D' , Hope Bay 
Base 'F', Argentine Islsnds 
Base ' G' , Admiralty Bay 
Base ' H' , Slgny Islund 
Scuth Georgia 

Health and Moralo 

The Relief' o:f Bases 

Hcteorological Service 

Headquarters and Rear Base 

Hydrographic Survey 

Scientific Bureau 

Lo.nu SurYcy 

Husky Dogs 

. ... ~ ........ . 

Pap:co 

1 and 2 

.) - 11 

3 
3 
3 - 9 
9 - 10 
10 
10 
10 - ·1·1 

11 

11 - 13 

13 

13 - 1~. 

14 

14 - 17 

17 - 18 

18 



estr1c'ted ----
P( 5U.)3/J. 

Previous Referenoe: P(54)33 

Polar Committee 

Falkland Islands Depenc1encies Surve.Y. 

The attached annual repor't for 1953 has oeon 

received from the Gove1·nor of the Falklancl Islands 

and is circulated for 'the infor:natior. of members 

of the committee. 

(Signed) H. Smedley 

~or Basil Greenhill 

Se;creta.ry 
Polar Commi'ttce 

Com.~onwealth Relations Office, 
Downing St.rcet. 

5i:h Novcmoer, 1954. 
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Commonwealth Relations Office , 
Downing Street. 
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........ ... .... 

id 2 

11 

9 
10 

. 1 ·1 

. 13 

. 14 

17 

. 18 





7. S', 'fta ~ 

jp IDENTI.rJ. 

1 . ..s the result of further acts 0f trus1 n.sa nd infringomon'te 
of cur sovoroignty ccMrllittod in tho r~n during tho •• ntarctic 
sens on of 1953-4, \,e have 1·ound it noc ... ssarY to qddross :further 
protosto to the •. rgcntinc Govornl"lent. Thus~ ccncorn:-

(a) The crnstruction cf further huts on Bl'itish territory 
,;j tllout ttlC pu1·mission of Hor lfojosty' s GovG.1•nment ; 

(b) :.n incrousc in the numbc1' of unauthot'iSC(l unifo1·mcd 
rursonncl m11intaincd by tho ,,rgtmtino Govui·runcnt in 
two such huts at Ho:pc Bay, Graham Land; 

( c) The ostablishm~nt cf a navigation beacon on Nelson Island 
in tho South Shetland Islands, again n~thout the 
I crmissicn of Her M'1josty' s Government; 

( d) Tho issue of a Lav· regulating \':hi:i.t arc described as 
,.r cntinu "National Territories", in .hich there is !iil 
inplicit suggosticn th~t the Falkl.and Islands and the 
F tllcland Island Dc111ndencics aru under the jurisdiction 
of tho ,.rgontinc Government . 

2 . lio have in cur 1rotosts 1;m~ h$sisod thr.i.t thosu actions 
cC'nsti tuto infringe .ents of our scYcroi mty in tho 1U' .... a, and ha·re 
ro e&tcd to the •. rgcntinJ GoYcrnnc.;nt th~t the Falkland Islands and 
Falkland Island De,Jondoncics arc and r..,11· in undol' tho so,·01•cignty 
of the Vni tnd Killt"fdom "1Ild that tbis s0vcroi nt~r cannot b u rugardod 
11s qualified in any '"a.Y . 

3. Copies C'i" tl1is mcmcr'.tl1dum ar, being 11asscd to tho Governments 
of Canada, ~.uatralia, ~m7 Zealand ancl South ,.frica. 

COMHOmm,.LTH RBiu'.TIO?rS OFFICE. 

23rd ~ovcnbor, i95q . 

! 



nasc ' P ' I Ar....s!,1t111~ Islnnds 

P<..riods of m:<.rm m.othLr and s"'vcral golc..o ore. r~1 ortc..d to have 
produced e considurnble amount of local thawing and tht< sea. ice 
io now rotten in r1..vc.rnl orc.'.ls ·.rith open water lL.nds . Th ice 
to tho north nnd wc.st how ... v ... r is still very firm to the 11m1 ts 
of visibility . 

Routine meteorological obsi;..rvations and Rndio Sondo ascents 
hove continued daily . 

Many Weddell Sc::al s ·::i th pups have be.en seen which ic intt.rcstins 
in view or thu fC\r neon last year . Birds 1J.re E;ro.dunlly re. turning 
to the area. . 

]?_ill\0 ' 0 ' , Admiral t:v Bn:-r 

The w1...o.thcr was gum::rally cloudy with sn.Jw, rnin, or d1'ift on 
moet days and stI'ong to gale force winds from the. north or north­
oc.ot . Tcmp ... rntur .... s were high e.nu the snow covc.r ia nevi soft ~'l').d 
slushy . L .. vcl fuet ice still remains in the Buy «nc;. "':;.~tends from 
Point Thomas to on~ mile nutside Point Hcnnequin . Th~ ice in the 
Bransfield Strait has varied bct~een one tenth o.nd nine- tenths 
covc..r of medium pacl~ with isJlotcd t \bular and cantellat"'d icobcr_ s . 

A party co.mpud at Lissick Covv from the 16th to the.. 19th 
Scptcmb~r nrtics fro~ Base hov~ bL en out from Bnsc on short 
slci journc ., • 

A fC\7 ·,ea .. tell suals w"'r"' seen and scmc 150 Crobcr~tcr Se!'lls 
b<. tv:L.c.n Le Poing Glo.cier n.nd tht. entrance to t.hc Ba~r . A number of 
Terns cmd Skua.s hcv .... rL:turne:d and peng.tlti.s wur , first observed nt 
Point Thomas rool~ ... ry on the 14th OctolJ1 r . 

~se ' H', Sie;n.v Islnnd 

'.i'hc. eca ice. is reported to be still font around the Islr-n<l 
uxcupt fer n lorf•c. pool of open Hr tcr off thu south cor. Gt; there is 
po.ck bLyond to the horizon . 

•••1orl~ on \"'l;ddcll pup nkins is progressing and o total of 26 
have.. nov; bc."'n talcc..n . An Elc:phont Seal and SCVLrEll Gvntoo Pi....nguins 
Vll..l'C occ.n during Sc..ptc..mber . More penguins had rcachLd Gourley 
Pvint rool:c..ry by mid- Octobc..r 'Uld scvc..ral Elephnnt Sc.al pups v11,,rc seen 

B~ ".Tohn Biscoc11 

Thc.. relief' vc.sscl h .. :rt Southar.1pton on thu 4th Octobc..r ond 
rLochcd St . Vincunt on tht.: 13th . She has given hi..r cxp-ctc..d timc:.o 
of arrival at Montcvide Stanley s th"' 28th Octobt;r ... nd the. 
3rd Hov1.;111bcr ':'~o}Joctivci. · • 

All Bosco 

He vu rcportud thct m"" tcoi'ological rmd wir1...luos nchE..dulcc hnvc 
b"'-.n well maintained and th:it 1il>l'Som1el 01·"' all well . 



FALI<LAf.11) ISUNDS DEPimDL:NCIES SURVE'l 

~ Report for the period 22.~d Sentembcr to 19th October, 19SS 

Base ' A', Port Lockroy 

North- easterly and south- westerly galQs with tuavy snow 
sho\~•i.;rs and temperatures ne~r freczinE pcrsistod over most of the 
l ~riod , Four clear calm sunny days at the end of &cptc.mbcr· \7erc very 
vrelcomc and enjoyed by oll . The pack ice in the Heumoyer and 
Peltier Channels was under constant movemt..nt and v£ricd from oi:en 
water to nine- tenths cover , 

The inclement ~·1eathcr mostly limi tcd octi vi tic.a to indoor \/Ork 
and scvcrul rooms we1·c painted and redecorated , 

irst penguins were seen on the rookury on the 14th 
Octob .. . 

Base 1 .0 '..i....Dcccption Ir.land 

The weather was reported o.s mainly overcast 
milder but ·:ti th so:ne prccipi tat ion on most days . 
uatcr round the Island haP grc.dunll. r ···~doned but 
change to ice conditions is report "- • 

but ec.ncrally 
Th~ belt of open 

other.rise li ttlc 

Sc.v1.;ral repair ro.d maint1...nancc joos v1cre cooploted including 
ovc..rhauling th~ bouts , outboard motors and sledging c~ui1mLnt , 

Cape Pigeons , Terns and Sku.as arc e;rndually r ... turning . 

Bnnc ' D', Hope Bay 

The.; unut.il high ''inds 1-'rcvailed ovc1· most of thu I•uriod and the 
Bay •.:ae: :t•c..portc..cl as icE: fr0e cxc(,pt when northerly r1ind s brought in 
ic..c from Antarctic Sound . 

The main slodgc l'arty (Turner , To.ylor , Lcv11nx·d onCl Standring) 
r0turnod to the Bar;-.; on the 6th October havin('.. tr vullcd a totf',l 
distance oi' 362 milc.s . They r(.:portcd that aft r· bdng ht.:ltl up by 
gales ut Beak Island and at ViE.w Point they me.de v1..,ry good :progr"'ss 
south and i'ino.lly laid a 1300 pound de.pot of food and :fuel at 
Pedurscn Nunutal• . Geological v;orlc wac carril.d out nt Cape Lon ing 
and at Pl)durscn Nunat:::..lc. , On the return journey tho ro.rty occuvicd 
Vh.\t Point Hut, for u r1eck to r .... st the teams . The dogs hnd lost 
m ... ight on the. journey but soon r£- turnc..d to nori. al n.ftc. .. ' being i'c.d 

on seal . 

Uot .. crshend, Kenney, Precious and CJarke left the Bose on the 
25th 3eptc1ubcr to occupy View .1: oint Hut and to hunt at..ul::; in Duse 
Boy . Precious and Clarke returned on the. 5th Octobt.r and r1...yortcd 
having killl,;d a number of seals and naving sto1'cd th1...m above Duse 
Bay tide cro.c:: and at Suw.ni t Pc..ss . 'l~ot tt...rGhc.s.d and Kenney returned 
on the 9th having maintained routine mt.tcorological obsc.1•v'ltions 
daily , made an astronomical fix snd caught a numb1;..r of sc.ols . 

'r,;o !JOl't i. cs o.c,~in s1,;t out for Duse Bay on th 18th Oc to"'uc.r ; 
Clarke. , rookfi1,;ld, KclL'l"lCY and Precious r i•c to mnl~1w " short survey 
journey and Taylor ::i.nd Mottershead arc to try :rc:.oding dogs on \':ho.le 
pcrrunican und.1,;r field conditions . Taylor has rc:.portc.d thc.t h ... is 
mol<.ine; somu progr .... os with his frictioni:.l v1orl<. and thr.t tho 
OC!,Uiprncnt is proving sutisfactory . 

Kenney hns added :rurthvr dE.tail to the. local OUl'VCY bct1tccn 
alodgo journcyo . A number of se:.oln w..:rc caught ncrir the Bo.cc during 

Scpt"'mbcr . 
/Bar.c ' F ' 



FALKLAND ISU~ms DEPI;NDEl!CIES SURVEY 

~ Rcnort :f'or the period 22nd Sentember to 19th October, 19'14 

~ase 'A ', Port Lockroy 

North-enotcrly and south- westerly gales vii th heavy snov; 
sho-.·:t;rs and temperatures near freezing persisted over most o:!' the 
1 criod . Four elem· calm sunny days at the end o:!' &c:vtcmbOI' we1·c very 
welcome and enjoyed by all , The paclt ice in the Ncumoyor o.nd 
Pel t1e1· Channc13 was under constant movE:rncnt and vr rled from open 
water to nine- tenths cover . 

The inclement weather mostly limited ncti vi ti cc to indoor· 11ork 
und sovoi·ul rooms r:e1·e painted ond redecorated , 

The first penguins were seen on the roolt:t.:ry on tht: 14th 
October . 

Base ' B' ..1--Dcccution Island 

The ;·reuther 1-.os reported o.s mainly ovc.rco. ... t 
milder but with some precipitation on most doys ~ 
\to.tt.r rnund the Island haf' gradunll . .i..dcned but 
change to ice conditions is report ~ · 

but gc..nc1•olly 
The belt of open 

othE.:r.1ise li ttlc 

Sc.v1..ral i·opair • .l maint1..nancc joos Y1crc completed including 
OVLJl'hauling the.. boo.,,s , uUtboard motors and slcci.5ing C _Uil_:!TI\...nt • 

Cape Pigeons , rcrns and Skuas are gradually rt:tur·ning. 

Base ' D' , Hope Bay 

The usuE.il high '•inds prevailed over most of th1.. !Juriod &nd the 
Boy 1.rnc roportt.d ns ice:. free except v. hen north~rly winds brought in 
ice from Antor•ctic Sound . 

The mnin sledge party (Turner, Taylor , LcpJ,.ord and Standring) 
returned to the B1.H:1...: on the 6th October havin tr .vollc.d a total 
distance of 362 milc..s . They rq:iorted that nftt r b ... in~ held up by 
gales at nook Inland and at Vic..rr Point they made v~ry good p1·ogr,_.ss 
south and finnlly laid n 1300 pound dc~ot of food nnd fnE.l at 
Pedersen Nunatak. Geological worl: wo.c carried out t Cope Lon( ing 
and at Pedersen Nunatc.k , On the return jou1•ney the party occu:r,0 ic.d 
Viuu Foint Hut for a r1eck to rest the teams , Tho do~s had lest 
m .. ight on the. journey but soon r ... turnui to normal a:ftt-.1.' buing i'<..d 
on seal . 

Mot .. crshcad , K(.;nney, Precious and Clarke left the. Bo.su on the 
25th September to occupy View Point Hut o.nd to hunt auuls in Duse 
Bay . Precious and Clarl~c rt. turned on the; 5th Octob1.. r and rq:..ortcd 
having killed a numbc.r oi' sen.ls and having stort.d thc..m above Duse 
Ba~· tidu crac!: and nt Surr"!li t Pass . Mott1..rohc.:ad and Kunncy returned 
on tho 9th having maintained routine mctc.orologico.l. oboc.1•vations 
daily, mode an astronomical f'ix nnd co.ue.ht o. nwn'bc.r of sc.als . 

~'.·10 J;arttcs c.t,ain s1..t out fol' Duse Boy on tr.1.,: 18th Octoi:>cr; 
Clo.1·ku , Bl'ookf'icld, Kenney and Precious r re to mnlw " short survey 
journey and Taylor oncl Mottershead arc to try fc..cding dogs on v:huli.; 
pemmican undur field conditions . Taylor has i•cportt.d thr.t he is 
muking somu progress with his :!'rictionc.l work und tho.t the 
equipment ic pr•oving sntisfactory . 

l{cru1cy hos added f'urtho;.:r de;toil to the local oui·vey bot·.-:uc.n 
slcd~c journcyc . A number of ocols Ylcrc caught n<..:!ll' thu Base during 
September . 

/Banc ' F' 
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The at teched i•e:port, for the period 22nd 

to 19t.h October lg54 h 

Se1iternber 

, . , as been received from the 

Governor of the Falkland Islands and is circulated 

tho information o:r the members of the Corruni ttee 

(Signed) J .A. Molyneux 

for Bas~l Greenhill 

Secretary 
Polar Committee . 

Cununom·cal th Relations Office , 
Downing Street . 

_l5 November , 19 

indoor work 

for 14th 

'lC.l ally 
~lt or open 
iso li ttlc 

including 
iIJm ... nt , 

ing . 

riod and the 
LS brought in 

l Standring) 
.d a total 
held up by 

good p1•ogr-c .. ss 
fuc.l nt 

Pcct.<.rson Nunatalr. uc;oiog1ca.L ' urr. na ............. --- _ :;ope Lon ing 
and ot Pederson Nunnt::.lc . On the ruturn journey the party occ..tpicd 
Vi~\/ Point Hut for a ,. eek to rest the teams , The clogs hrid lost 
m .. ir,ht en the.. journey but soon r ... turnt:d to norm.'ll aftc. .. • bi.;ing i'c..d 
on seal . 

Mot .,crshcnd , Kc.:nney, Precious and CJ.arkc lc..ft the.. Boso on the 
25th ... cptcmber to occupy Vic\1 Foint Hut and to hunt souls in Duse 
Bay . Precious and Clarltc re.turned on the. 5th Octobl..l' :ind rc..portt.d 
having kill~d a numl:lc..r of seals and naving sto1•t-d ti11.;m nbovu D"..isc 
Bay tide crac:: and ot SUir.""'..i t Pass . Mottc..rehcad and Kenney returned 
on the 9th having maintoin~d routine mc..tc..orologicol obo~rvutions 
daily, inodo on ost ronomical fi:r. ond caught a nui.1bt r of' oc...als . 

Two I artico c.£,nin sc.t out fol' Duse Boy on tt. 18th Octooc.r ; 
Cl r•ko , rookficld, Kc.nncy and Precious nro to rnokc.. .... short survey 
journey ant'! Taylor and Mottershead arc to tl'y :!'c.edinr, dogs on whale 
pcnunican undur ficlcl conditions . Taylor has rcportc.d thi:.t hu is 
ma.king somu prosrcoa v:ith his friction::..l worlc imd thnt the.. 
equipment is pz·oving satisfactory . 

Kenney h s added :rurth .... r detail to the local ourvoy butv1Cc.n 
sledge ~ourncys . /'. num'bc.r of seals wi.;rc. caught m .. or thu Base during 
Suptc.:mbcr . 

/Booe ' P 1 
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Y. No . 110 co.Wm ~NT I .L 

u.1<. 11.c.
1 
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f th J.r1rch 1954. 

.• 1~:l.":1CTIC . 

;,rg .. mtine Hinist .... r of 1 qrine ~ccnmr mil:ld by Gommander-in-C h i ef 
of ·.rgentine Fl..iet and othor senior N val Officol's , left Duenos 
!~ires on 19th Febru.a1·y , in NFwal Tr~J..ort L~S ECL,.IR~ RS for visit 
of ins ection of Hrgentine bR.ses in J\ntnrctica . Statement 
'lnnouncing this -:as J:'rovneati"';'"e , an was to offcet thnt this was 
f'irst vi61t oi' a C tbinct Minist1r to 11 our .nt retie Sector" , where 
pe1·.1onncl h 1. bel)n •:orking fnr :mrny ye i•s in constant assertion of 
J\rgentino sovereignty . Visit ~.'ls th..is cle'1.I1ly dcsignod r., t 
demons tr ti on of \rgcntinc cl'1im to sovui·ui nty. 

2 . H. M. f'ri l'l.ta ST . \USTgLL :J .. Y wn.s instructed to cont=-tct 
Argentine vcsocl , tn usenrt .rgontinl3s thrnu •tinut visit, dis_r,laying 
evc1•y c<"urtooy but underlining ~t evul'y st :i.ge Bl'i tis 11 sovereip;nty . 

'3 . Morinwhil..> Uni tu 1 Kin · lnrn "mt·1ssn 'ln1· in l.:-Uc.moa /-1iroe was 
instructo l th t ··men cont ct '\''l.S m<J. :~ h~ hl"'ul i infOl'M ll'gcmtine 
For0i m ?iini ... t-.:1• nr. Sfly th t , 1 thou h • 0 v;oal h vo liked long.:; r 
nntic , " W<'Uld o om• b EJt tn cn.::u1•.., th t I inist-r wn.s at'proprintcly 
wolcornud in !..>I'itish tcrritorius . 

4 . Cont ct v.~ s ir L with .• r · . .mtinv vcasul on ,arch .3rd, and '\""essol 
was ccom11UliO 'I. by ST . • oT •'LL .Y to )c.c tion Islan"l . ::1nistcr 
of i 1 at'inc ~cl in'..l • ri tish off1..r of ssistfllleO on ·roun s th!lt " he 
was only visiting .• r i:.:ntine b"l.ses11

• h • roteste"l inst frigate ' s 
arr iv 1 without -;11.rnin'l' in :.rgentin"' '" tora n · r ... c ... ivo 'l. sui tr-i.ble 
reply . L tor . in convurs<\tion v;ith C'l t<\1n of fri at , ranistt;r 
object to b ing follm. 1. arot.ill an 'l. too vie, th it ho!l()Ur h<\d no·;; 
b~1,;n s tisfic by r.utuu .xch mgc of 1rot .sts . 

5 . On! rch ~th Gnit.J Kin or:i ,\mb SS'llor s aka s instructc 1 tn 
Argontinc .etin Foroien inistcr, who took n0tc of nmbassn.rlnr ' s 
communication 'ln S<\i • thRt objoct of voy v \•' s to raise mol'ale of 
Arp,entinv ,.ntr'\rctic "l. ·t chr!'lonts . 
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this ... .., t , uc.i. lt 1~, t 
vvl1r. 1 ··I-. ~ ... t 111.,;C .1.-r lit 
V luut1.. .... 1• ..... ; huving s..ivr. .,..,. ... f th , ,, 

i -.1 ... t.l1.. .,.~ .. 1- thy 1 r t t .... Unh P.1:.Y 1 .i . 
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