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Consequently , the Norwegian Government con­
fideru the establishment of an international administration 
for ~tarctica unnecessary for the carrying out of the de­
sirable scientific tasks, an cannot subscribe to an ar­
rang('ment, whereby Norw y would waive her exclusive sover­
eignty over her territories south of the 60 deeree south 
latituae. 1Jorway's sovere:gnty over these areas is firmly 
based upon international law , an the Norwegian Government 
is confident that the United States Government wlll appre­
ciate that Horway cann.ot , for rElasons of a national and 
poli t ical character , yield her exclusive sovoreignty over 
•1ho.t is Norwegian territory. 

The Norwegian Government assumes furthermore 
that the fact of some individual countries havine exclusive 
sovereignty over certain areas in the Antarctic will be an 
incentive for such countries to pursue scientific research 
there , for the benefit of all mankind ; Govereig ty can 
hardly be an impediment to scientific operations . Thus 
the nbovementioned Norwegian- British- Swedish expeqition 
shows that Norway ' s exclusi ve sovereignty over Queen ?~ud 
Land in no way i~pedes co- oper ation with f~reign gover n­
ments with regard to scientific activities in this ar ea . 

ibe Uorwegian Government has noted that the 
South Shetland and the South Orkney crouos , both situated 
so1th of the 60 degree south la~1tude are excepted from 
the proposed plan (excepted is alro South Georgia, situa­
ted north of the 60 degree south latitude) . By excepting 

\\ 

~ome of the most icportant areas , claimed by several coun­
tries , 1 t se cs that this plan "ould not prove effective 
in settling the most acute internntion-il dicagrocments in 
the Arttarc-tic area , which, as far as the Ilorwegian Govern-
~ent understRnd , is its foremost political purpose . The 
sncri.fice Iforway eventually would have to make by re­
nouncing her exclusive soverei~nty cvor Peter I ' s Island 
and the territory between the ~5 degree east longitude and 
the 20 d gre west lone1 tude (Queen Maud Lund) would thus 
not contrib1te effectively to the estnbli~h~ent of peace 
and harmony in the Antarctic . 

Uashington, - .c., fovcmber 15, 
1948. 
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lOR\~IA E IBASSY, 

"ASHI GTO l . 

he Ambassn or of 1orw·y resents his compli­
ments to His Excellency the Acting ~ecretary of State , and, 
referring to the Department of State ' s Aide- Memoire, dated 
.ugust 9 , 1948, concerning the possible establish~ent of an 
international status for the Antarctic ar~n , and to the 
note dated August 30 , 19~8, from the Charge d ' Aff3ires ad 
interim of this Embassy , the Ambassador has the honor to 
lnf orm His Excellency that the Norwegian Government has now 
studied with great interest the United States ' proposal in 
thi~ matter . 

Horwegian scientists have , as lmown made 
considerable contributions to the exploration of Ant rctica, 
and tho ·orwegian Government will continue to do its ut most 
to promote scientific research in this area . The Norwegian 
Government also firmly desires to contribute to the increase 
of international co- oper ation in this field . In this con­
nection ~ay be entloned that in 1949 a Norwegian-British-
5'-sedish expedition , \Ulder lforwegian leadership, will be 
sent to Queen Haud Land . It is assumed that this expedi­
tion w111 carry on its scientific research through 1952. 

The Norwegian Government is confident , how-
ever , that the creation of fully satisfactory international 

l
co- operation in the scientific field will be possibi~ with­
out e tabl " shin~ an international regime for the Antarctic 
ar , as proposed by the Unitea. States Govornment . It ,1111 
be r me bered that in a field of utmo~t importance in 
Antarctica , namely the meteorological fiel d , an interna­
tional scientific bocly - the Co~ittee for Polar Heteoro­
logy er ated by the International leteorologlcal Organisa-
tion - has already been established . As far as whaling is 
concerne , the International Convention for the Regulation 
of Jh ling, dated December 2 , 1946, lays dO\m that the 
International Whaling Colil!Ilission to be estnblished shal l 
encour~ge 1 recommend or , tf necessary organise studies and 
investigations r lating to whales and whaling (Article 
IV, l(a) . 

The rorwegian Goverru:ient assumes that the 
interested governments sho l concentrat their efforts 

inly on supportine and facilttntin the stipulated 
t srs o~ the lready xisting · t rnation 1 organisations 
ror scientific resear h in ntarctica. The ·orwegian 
Gov r ent real·ses 7 hrnrever, ha th ntern tional Coc-
ittee for P ~ar .et oro~cgy n the Int r tional 1hal·ng 

Co ls ion c nnot cover all fiolds \hr sci ntific re-
oearch might be desirable , n· ill conr tly welcome 

\ 

ny ropos~l for the stabl h ent of tio 1, urcly 
scientific, ·nternat onal org n sations. eir functions 
shoul , ho\ever, be clearly efin n co-or inated tG 
void comueti ti on bet,·een two or mor intern ti on 1 orga-

nisations . 

'oreover, the ~or\cgian Government de ms it 
~osirablo that all inter ste govern ents ledge the • 
s 1 ves ut nlly t i part to e cl oth r th r sul ts of 
~cie~ 1~1c research erfor c by their respective na-
1onal~ . 

I 



LUQflOS. 
Al~ MAIL. 

P. M. 102/ 2 . 

UNIE VAi"J. SUID-t\FRIKA. 
UNION OF SOU rH AFRICA. 

OEPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE. 

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

PR E T 0 R I A, 

/ \"" 1/ ~ \ Die Hoe KoI:llll·~saris vir 
~ ·,/ "' die Unie van Suin-t.frilca, 
;vl. ~ t~ L 0 ND EN. 

//l:· 
• • • •• 

tunerikaanso VoorGtelle vir 
Adtliniotraoic van dio Suidpoolgob1ed • 

• hcG hierby, ~it u cie in11cting, 
af skriftc nan van die antwoord van die oorweegse 
Regerine op ic ~erika nso voorstcllc vir die 
adt!linistrasie von ~ie SuidpooleebioC!. 

Hier ie 1nlir;t1ng is cocdgunstclik ann 
dio Departcrient t'!cu;r die No:orweecso linister in 
Pretoria verstrPk. nn a nlcidine vnn dio mcdedeling 
nan ho~ van die un1e-rccering sa sienawyse anngaande 

d-Ai'r1ka se alae enc b long in cnige toekonstige 
ntcrnas1onale adoiniDtrasie von dio Suidpooleobied . 

UITELANDSE SAKE. 

!orcov r, the Hor.,. oeian Govern ent deems 1 t 
Oe~irable that all interested govern ents ledge them~ 
s lves mutually t impart to e ch oth r th results or 
scie~ i~ic research crfor d by their r spective na-
ionals. 
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unn c S'J.ry for t~- c:::rryin out of ir bl ~i ntif1c t ks . 
nnd C'Ulnot subscrib to an :.lTNllr.1. t nt. , ., r by Jor·• -vy \ould \rUVC 

her ;JXclu::iv ... sov .r · ty ov r h r t rri to i outh of th (O CJ.~gr(;i;. 
south l"ti tude . 'or.:ny ' s sov r .i.1,nty ov r th s r M is firmly 
bo.s d upon lntt..rn"tiono.l 1 · ·, id thu lor« pi'\11 'k>v rnmcnt is 
confid nt th t t: .... United .... tates Gov'"'rnr nt \iil.1. pprvci t ... th'\t 
N~runy c illnot. fo-:- rcasom: of n n~tion'\l nnd pcllti<1 1 clnr.,ctLr , 
yield ht.r exclusive sovcr i nty ov l' wh t i or.1 inn t rri tory . 

Tho Nor.1eginn Gov1Jrnmcnt nssur. s furth1o:rmon; tiiat the r"ct of 
som~ individu"'l .;ountril..s hnving exclusiv ov r i ".Tlty ov1.r c1..rtttl.n 
'l.rO'l.s in the .'lnt ... rctic \lill b 'U1 inc ... ntivo for such cottntri.rn to 
pursue scientific rc;s<..nrch thor , for th bc.nt:fit of '\ll mnnklnd . 
Sovcr i~nty cm hnrdly be nn impGdim~nt to i;ci •ntifi~ oper:itions . 
Thue the nbove rnantioned Nori 'CRil\Jl-Bri tiuh-S'fodish cxr<- :ii tion sho\ s 
thnt Nor\la.y' s exclusive sovt..rcirmty ovc.r Qu '"'n Mn.ua. Lmd in no \-;ey 

inpcd~s co-oi;.~rntion \i. th for ... ir".11 •OVl rm nts \ i th r1..oga.rd to 
scientific cctivities in this nr n . 

Th:i Nor\7cgicn Gov~rnmcnt hM notl!d thl\t th '"'>0uth Sh tlnnd 
'llld the South Orkn y gi·.:>ups, both ~ · tu:i.t .. outh of th 60 durµ- ;.) 
south lntitude rre .xc ... pt~d :f'ro th propo d plnn (cxc ... ptt..d is 
nlso South Georgia. , situ:ited north of th 60 d 't"l'Ct.: south latitude ) . 
By excepting some of the most import!lllt ro- ''\3 , cl".im d by sev..::r nl 
countria!l , it seer.is th""l.t this plr.n \ :>uld not PX'OV~ fi'cctive in 
settlinp, th nost acute inbrna.tionnl d.lsfl[;rcc ocnts in the 
Antnrctic arcn, \,hich, ns fnr ns th Nor .. g "n Gov..,rnrnl"'nt underst.J.nds . 
io its for1..:::Dst political purpose, 'i"n ncrific .'orwny cv ... ntunlly 
\IOUld h'lvu to JM.k'"' by i•1mouncin~ hex· xolu.,lv sovcr ignty over 
Peter I's .:::slnnd l'.lld the t1..rri tory b t'i 1.n th1.: h5 de n·.,c c'lst 
longi tudc '1.nd the 20 dc~ec ' ... st lorl.C':i tud ( ';\!(.en .nud L!llld) would 
tnus not contribute cff,.ctivcly to the stnbli..,luni..nt of pence ond 
haroony in tho /mto.rctic". 

l1c.ehington . D.C. Novo11b.Jl' 15th, 1948 . 
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in 1.tm , fro . I"' ~i ~ 

Th 1w b ss dor of Honey µ-es nt3 hi.8 compli nt" to is 
xccll .. ncy the "'tinR Sccro.;tnry of t t . n r f rrin to the 

iJcpart . nt of 0t t ' ' s idc- .e:noirt,; , <l t d u U"t 1t • , ~911- , 
concornin,,. th possibl stnblibhmcnt of '\11 inttl:cnntiono.l. sto.tus 
fol' the nturctic :U' :?O. , md to n. not d.-it J U.."lflt 3oth. 19...S . 
fro1 the Ch'.\l'' d ' :\ff'n.ires tl int rim o this 1bnusy , the ~ .bnsso.d.or 
han th onour to ir.fo1.,.. l"Iis xc 11 ncy th:i.t the !:>l"'\ cinn Govecnm nt 
ho.s no\ s tudicu '1th J.'C'lt int rc<it th Unit t· t ' propos'\l i n 
this .n"..tt r . 

Nor i 

d rshi p , 
xpedition 

The OI'\ e i 'lT1 ';ovel"n?wwnt is confid nt . ho v r , tho.t th crention 
of ful.ly sntisf ~tory int rn •tion 1 co-o .r"l.tion in th rci ntific 
fi ld \1ill 'I) r:os .. i ! \ i..thout t:ibli.hin • nn int rn tion 1 rc~i.mc 
for th ntn.rctic ll'o.;ft . •· propo.. by th 'nit d 't \t 3 Govc.t·n-n<>nt . 
It . ill b r :n b r u .... t in n. fi 1 • of utmo t ir.lport me in 
.nt'.ll.·ctic , nri.: ly th'" aw tcoro 1 o ic l field . n int rnn.tion::U 
sci ... ntific body - th Co n::rl. tt"' for Po! ir • tcorolo r,y crci.t d by t he 
Int rno.tionnl k'Jrolo.Pic~ Ori; nis'l.tion - h<J.s n.lrc dy b n 
ost blished . '\:3 fnr s h lin: it. cone-rnud , th !:nternn t ional 
Convention f'oi· the legulo.tion of h lin. , dat d ~ c mb r 2nn , l946 , 
lays ao n th~t the fotern'ltion:il h lin ~mmi sion to be wRt'l.blish\..d 
ohcll ncourn.g •, r co nu , or , ::.r n c s o.r:y , or U\i stu ii s md 
i nv1.:sti tions rt.: ... o.tin to 'h'llo., ~1 :i:in ( u:t~ clc,; IV , l{ 1.)) . 

Th 

or ov r . th Nor•;. 
int re t d ov rnm nts leu,. -. th .... :.s 
oth r th r sults of sci 
l'\..sp .. cti v nntioru:U.s . 

ovcrnccnte 
fucilitn.ti ng 

iori -~inn 
tt 

s 1 t dcsir'l.bl th"t o.11 
utu'\lly to i. '1.rt to •nch 
pcrfo~ G by th ir 

Cons\. qu ntly , th... 'fort ~i '.'.ll ;ovt;rnm nt con3i« rs the 
esto.bli:-lrucnt of' 'l1l inter no.tio n'.\l o.c1mini:Jtrntion for Antorcticn 

/unnoc ssnry 
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"On th 9+-h u. ust L'l.st th p:irt nt d liv r to 
th Chilc'\n b"l.S y in n:H'!\.n u.. on tt._ Antirctic 
contin nt to th r •Ii t'i nt .hict. 'l.lao sub :.i. tt d 
to tho ".ovor . ntc of th_ nrg ntin ,, fublic, .ustr'l.111\ , :r'Ulca , 
Gr'-' t Lritrdn , Uon ".:Y ond .1.\ ~e'\lnntl. . 

asin" thcmo1.;lves on n numl: r of consid r tions con .uctud 
\,.i. th the juriclic::i.1 rG~im~ of th'\t C'Ontin nt , ru1d on tht.: 
:possibilities of exploiting its ~ci ntific pot ntinliti s nnd 
on the o.dvantnp;1..c of ::woidin~ nll risk of dlsturbln: th cor ':iio.li t y 
of r clntions bct\;ci..n friendly nntions the Gov rn."t nt of th(.; 'Jnited 
St :itoo of ,~ ~ricn proposJd in tht.: drn1't ri.gr em( nt n ny tc..m for tho 
int...irnl\tion~ino.tion of the .Jlt U'ctic , 'l.ldinp thr-.t th y :ould \m.rmly 
\:clco o.ny nw •c..stions nnd propos11ls .;hich Chilo l :i •ht \doh to 
r.inko . 

Tho Chile.an Gov r.n;~nt stu:ih.tl both docw.. nt::i \Ii th th ~ca t est 
core Md on 7th Octobyr the . .inist r for • 'orci :-n .!'fur s deli vcr ed 
his reply to the United st~tes ~bassy in '::Lntil\ryO . 

!n thic reply the incontrov1,,:rtibl ti tl f' of our country to 
the ChiloM .Jitnrctic sector \ _re r it r t d, and th- r e.ul ts of 
pr vious ntt pts to solve territori~ dis utcc by intLrn tion~li­
~tion , in gen r~ 'l.i.so:ppointi~ , \/'Cr\.: n:.. lyscJ. 

l\t. th1. S':lr.v ti.'lC , th ... Chileru:. Govern: ..... nt put on r ... cord th~t 
nolth r the sririt nor th- letter of th Rio n Jn iro Tr(..nty of 
194.7, i;u.i11h outlined n zon_ of f." curi ty for our c'"'ntinent in ~rt.ich 
the South N rican Antnrctic is includ d , could b r concilod uith 
tho propos 'l system of intt}rnn.tionnlizn.tion. 

For th n6 rttrsons , rur.on • oth~rr" , thu propoao.1 of th St'.\t e 
Do1,:u-tcLnt · a.o Wlr1Cccrt!lblo to the Chi! !\l1 Govurn; cnt . 

The r eply of the Ministry of For1.:i n .f'f·drs indic t a , hm.uvcr, 
thnt 1. t is not only acdr~blc but n1::c1,;srsory to '\Chi vc intorn'ltionnl 
coopc.rntion of o. ocii:.ntif.:.c no.tur in th .\ntnrctic , 'lnd ndds t h'\t 
the Govern;: ont of Chile \rould b ... r .... '\dy to subocrlbc t:l rin n.:_r,r ... ~cnt 
\7hich otc.blishc.d n \.'i.de int(..rch<mr, 01' coi ntif ic inform tion. 

iJlile ruaffir11ing th ... ucci 1on of "hil to C?XI'Y on 
unh-sit~tingly ind fence of h~r sov~r~i·nty tho not ot tcs th"t 
our Govcr nmont is p:- pared to study som fol"' mln d1. i n d to a.void 
int rn tion:'l.l incid nts in th- >nt'U'ctic t'hich mi •ht imp-Ur friendly 
re lntions lx t\... n friendly cou."l~ri(..s . In th ir of inion . it might 
be possibl to "rrive n.t n 1JOduw v1v~n i in th '.ntirct c r •ion~ 
\.hich \;ould avoiJ. th d.nn,_-crs of di turbc.nc or of int rn'.\tiono.l 
incidents tli thout oblip,im~ th int r et d n'lti.ons to put o:ff their 
individwtl. rights by so doing . 

Th ... Depnrtm1:nt of Sta.t ' s note nn1 th~ Chil 'U\ r nly hr.vc both 
boon of - res'"-'rv' d chn.:ractcr up to tho pr .. s nt . " 



CHILE. lN COUNTER-PROPO '.lLS 

Asscr.iblod in th... City of ----- sru. 

, duly :uthori~d r pr~ ~~t'ltivcs of 
_th,,,__e__,,Go_v_e_r_nn--n~t-s_o_f,,,_A:r~-c-n~t~i~n-'l-,~ustr'll.i~, Chil , th United St~tea of 
f.m ricn, Frruic .. , Nor."y, Neu 7.c.nl"nd , Md th .. Unitc-.d Kin dor.1 of Gr '4t 
Britain nnd Northern Ir~l'lnd h'lvc xnrnin d ~spacts referring to 
Antnrctica nnd hwe decided to solt.: .nly declore th ir ogre m .. nt \'Ii th 
respect to tho :f'ollovnng points: 

Trucing into consideration th~t in th Antflrctic Continent there 
still exist vnst rugions not well xolor~d or mnppcd . 

That tho scientific inv stip~tions l\hd ~tudi s \1hich mny bo 
obtninod f'ror.i the 1\ntorctic regions on meteorology , t rri.;strinl 
m~gnct1sm, co2mic rnys, gcolo!JY, rrt.~rinc biolop,y ct~ ., are or co.n be of 
gront vo.lu~ for nmrine nnd o.ir mwi'"'tion, in tho unu of tole-
comr .. unicntiona , the d velormcnt of O[!riculturc, rm1 mmy other hunnn 
nctivitics . 

Th'lt it ia the desire of their r .. swctivc Govlrn1:1 nts to mninttli.n 
close rclntions of friundahip o.nd nvoid nny motive for int rnntion~l 
dis 1.grecrient , ~d thot it is convcni nt , thur fore , to rrcvcnt conflicts 
of sov~rei ,nty or of o.noth r kind ~m diuturbing such friendly 
rel!\ tions . 

'i'h- repr i.:nto.tives of the sii:;n'\tory Govern: nts dccl trc the 
follomng: 

1. Th:1.t their respcctiv~ Govertll!l nts rti.11 C'lrry out n full xch'll'lge 
of scientific inforrnntio~ rcgcrdinq th Antl\rctic . 

2. Tlrn.t their r spec ti vc Govcrnm nts 1i 11 corry out, vi thout 
res rvc of any kind, and with prop<:r r ~ltrity , th oxchnngt.. of 'lll 
kinds of books, pa-nphlvtc, ll4"0r\Zint;S, m.'\ps, n'lvir,ntion cho.rto , 
photogrnphs , sketches, co:ni;ut'\tiono, '\nd, in 1encr'll, ,.11 d"tn \:hi ch 
they m,~y possess or obt~in reg'lrdin 1 /:.nt'U'ctic~. 

3. 'I'hnt their res pee ti vc Govcrrunonta \/ill ncourn 1c tho sen ling 
to hntnrcticn of tochnicrU. uxpcditions, nnd \ri.ll furnish th.I:'! the 
fo.cili tics for provisioning;, nnd 'illything els in \ccord'lnce v:i th 
intornntion'll usngc . 

4 . Thnt the <..otnblbhm nt of n ~ b :..ses, th c1U"ryin1 out of 
expeditions, or the cxerc.:sing of liku 'lctiviti , in thi.: tcrritorinl 
exp:utsion included in south or po.r 11 1 60 south rn l titude, v.r.111 not 
h~ the sovereign rights \mich th 'ir r ., cti vc countri s r:l..'ly hnvc 
within this r gion, and th:l.t none of th n v b"scs, xp di tions or 
activities alluded to before cn.n be invok d 0:3 ant c donts of 
domin~tion in this reg1on . 

5, Th~t while this Declarntion is in fore , th r JXctiv1; 
Govcrnm nts will not subj-ct th* fioh rr.im or tl fishin.. ... :flc .. ts of the 
n~tion'\litios of cnch of the pflrtici "..tin,: Govornm nt'" to t"\X s, 
fishing rights, or like autics . 

6 . The prcs~nt Dcclarn.tion \/ill t'lk fft;ct :f'rom this <i'lto 'l?ld 
will rcm'.rln in effect for n p;:riod of five y 'lrs . , ix months 'before tho 
oxpirntion or this tir.ic lir.rl t, the sign~tory Gov rruncnts \till consult 
one n_.noth r rcgo.rding the .:-.dvnntor,c of m otint, in ~ Antru-ctic Polnr 
Conference . If none of the sign1tory Gov rnmenta ahould m.:inifest to 
th1,; others its \7ish to t.rmin'\tC this D cl u-i.tion on tho do.to r ferrad 
to , it will continue in c.ff..,ct for nnothcr like puriod , 

Done in the City of------• on th - - - ---- dny of the 
month of in th .. yum: 194.8 . 

SECRET 
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' S~~ET 
P(48)34 

Prc~u_?. 'lcf ._~(!tf!-12.2.. 

POL.m CO .JTTEE 

United States Draft_ .l?roposnls for the::_ sott_~c~m 
of the r\n~nrctic ..lispute 

1\nncxed nr copies of the follm7i.ng documents: -

( i) Countcr - ,proposuls of :hilcan Government hll.Tldcd lo United 

St~teo reprcsentutive , bnntit\gO , on 19th July , 1948. 

(ii ) Stntement issued by Chilean unist"ry of Forei · n f f o.ir s I 

Santiago , on 29th October , 1948. 

(iii) Note from NoI'\ cgion '\mba.ss!ldor , ashington to United 

States ~ting Sccrctn.ry of Stnte , dated 15th bvember , 1948. 

(Signed) John Chadnick 

Common\ onlth Hclations Office , 
Do•:ning Street . 

Jin( Dec ember , 1948. 

Secretory, 
Polar Cor.rni ttce. 

ivco of 
t;o.tes of 
of Gr t;'lt 
t o 

_nt m t h 

'It ther e 

f be 
Lal 
con be of 

~-

r hUl'lrul 

1 rrurl.nt:rln 
mtion 'll 
1t conflict s 
Uy 

the 

11 t!XCh=>.nge 

hout 
of !\11 

' n \.nich 

sending 
the 

uith 

4 . Thnt the atnbH~rt-:Pnt of n \ b n s , th C!1rryinp, out of 
expedit ionc , or the exerci ing of lik~ 'lctiviti~ , in thu terr itor illl 
expansion included in south or pn:ralh.l 60 south rn l ti tuu , will not 
hn.nn tho sovoreien r ifpts ;:hich th ir r ctive coun•ri c m~y hnvc 
within this region , and th "l.t nono of the. n :v• b~sc::; , xpcdi tiono or 
o.ctivitico nlludcd to befort.. cnn be invok d :l8 nnt cc nts of 
domin~tion in this region . 

5. Th!!.t while this Declo.rnticn is in fore , tt. r JX..'Ctive 
Governments will not subj.ct th fuh nn'U\ or th fishing :f'lcats of tht.. 
nntion~i tics of co.ch of the P'U'tici "till.'~ Govorrur. ... nt'" to t'\X s , 
f ishing ri~hts , or like duti~s . 

6. The pros ... nt Doclor'l.tion '7ill tc.k ff1.ct .from this dntc 'lild 
will remun in effect for n IX-riod of fi vc y vs. • ix "k:>nths b\.lfor e t he 
c.xpirntion of this tine limit , tht:.: sir,n~tory Govurruncnto \;i.11 consult 
one 'UlOth r r gr:irding the r.dva.11t::-.gc uf' m vtln/ in ui iU'l.t'lrctlc Polnr 
Cont\:r nco . Ii' none of t he.. sign tory Gov rnmontt'l should mo.nif st to 
th oth rs ita uish to tc..:ri:iin te this D chr1.tion on the d'\to r (;Jfcl'rod 
to , it ;vill continue i n effect for rulothor liko p~rlod . 

Done i n the City of __ _.... ___ , on the.; ------- dny of t he 

month of in tho y ... <xr 1948. 

SECRET 
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U9BST 

Pola oomnitte• 

I to1•ard herewith four oopiee ot 

Polar oonmlttH nocument P(48).34. c10ai1oa 

w1 tb the Uni \ad Ste.tea dra:tt propoaale 

tor '\be 8 ettlement ot ~ .Anto.rcUc D1apute. 

6. The present Dcclarntion \71.11 t'l.k ff ct fror.:1 this dc.tc.. und 
will re.:n'\i.n in effect for o. pr.triod of fi v~ y nrs . ...ix n~nths b..:fore the 
oxpir C\tion of this time limit, tho si ·n'\tory Gov rn.""lcnts \lill consult 
one nnoth r rognrding the! o.dvantugc of r., otlnr: in :.n ,;.ntnrctic Poltr 
Conference . I:f' none of the sign:itory G<>v rnmonts should manifest t o 
t h oth rs ito wish to t rmin·tc this D cln..r'\tion on tho do.to referred 
to , it -.1111 contin ue i n eff..,ct for ooother like period. 

Done: in the City of --------• on th{,; ------ dny of t ho 
month of in the y1..ro: 194.8. 

SECRET 



c .102 . 

9th Dec mber , 1948. 

Y FOR EXTERI AL AFFAlliS, 

pt; T0.1. IA • 

The British I!lbassy report th!it th y r ccntly a proac 

tho Sto.te De}l3rtmont to find out •bother it s no.l opportune t 

hold a con! renc to discus tho A rlc3n plan for Antarctica . 

~ oy pparently advised tho m ric n authoritico tlnt 

_ lth countr1on concorned in the Antarctic were nora or less 

a ree nt th:lt the plan ~ould faro a useful ~sis on ~h1ch to 

moncc discu sions . The reply received ~s that as Am~rican­

Ar cntinian relations, concern1n3 evan ore delicate and 

moro inportant 1:3tters , are nbout to be oxnm1ned , 1t ns £olt tha1 

l it the futtu•e of Antarctica . 

ould not at present be poss1bl to hold a aon£ercnce o decide 

Those brief particulars ere clvon to Co on~c~lth ~issi~ 

at an 1.nf'ornnl meeting held on the 7th of Dece bor . 

CRARG D'AFFAmrn .'D n,TEf.IIJ . 

tho oth rs its ·wish to torinin \tc this ~ cl U'"'\tion on the d t r fcrred 
to , it will continua in effect for cnothcr like p riod . 

Done in the City of -----' on th.., ------ do.y of thu 
month of in th<; y nr 1948. 



SOUTH Al"JllCAN LEGATION 

WA&IHNGTON, Q, C. 

,,/ l~r 

The Political Secretary , 
Office of the H. C. for the 

Union of South Africa , 
London, ./and. 

1M-~ 
1r1~ 
-~IV 

• 

ould not at present be l 1t 

tho future of Antarctica . 

c .102 . 

9th Doc mb r, 194 • 

t,;mrc • 

V report th:lt th y r con ly 

out h th r 1t ; s no opportune t 

the A rican plan !or Antarctica . 

~m rican author1t1e th~t 

n the Antarctic ere oro or loss 

a fore .ii useful bns1s on ~hich to 

v received ~a that ns Am r1can­

rnin3 even ore delic~to and 

lbout to be oxno1.ned , it .as folt thai 

oos1blo to hold a conference to decide 

Those bri ! particulars ero given to Common~o~lth Missi\ 

nt an 1n1'ornnl maoting hold on the 7th of Dace ber . 

CllARG D I AFFA IRIS A'D INTEf. Il!. 

th othurs its wish to t .. rmin"tc thio D cl'U' tion on tho d"to r ... f~rred 
to , it vdll continue in cffoct for ono thor liko p riod. 

Dono in tho City of-----• on th ------ dny of the 
month of in th y or 1948, 

SECRET 
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~ P.M. ~02/2 

I 
Df PAl\Tl'IENT OF CXTEl\NAL AFFAJRS. 

OEPARTlMfNT VAN BUITU.ANOSE SAKE. 

With the compliments of the 
Secretary for External Affairs. 

Met die komplimente van die 
Sekretaris van Buitelanose Sake. 

Tho High Commissioner for the Union, 
LONDOli . 

My P. M. of 2oth September , 1948, and 
telegram ?Io . €32 of 1st Noveriber , 1948 , 
refer . 

r, 19'l • 
.... 

B lf11! o tactP.1. r1n 
• 

bai 

ld• 
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OUTWARD SAVING TELEGRAM FROM 

COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE F 
TERRITORL1L DEPT. 

F. 2870/22 Part II. 

TO: C,ilii".DJ, 
/,USTRALIJ", 
NEVI ZE .. L!.ND 
SOt."11! :.FRIO/, 

(GOVT. ) 
II 

ti 

II 

(Sent 18th December, 1948 . ) 

n. No . 93 st.VING SJ<~ORET. 

(BY AIR MAIL) 

My despatch D. No . 56 of J.4th DecrmbeJ:' . 

I.NT."LRCTIO 

Hie Majesty' a United Kingdom ;,mbassado1• in Paris hos 

reported t hat Prench Goverrunent do not (repeat not) propose t o 

make a f ormal reply to united states aide rnemoi re of 9t h •• ugust . 

FrenC'h /Jllbasoador in Washi ne;ton has already verbally inf'ormed 

St at e Departmont t hat his Government remain opponed to principle 

of abandonment of nation'll soverei gnty . They would however be 

prepared to consider i n t ernati onali sation o:r sci entific activi tiei 

In meantime they intend to continue vi th their present plans for 

explotta ti on and wvelopment . Hi s Mnjesty ' s 1.mbassador suggests 

tha t French authorities would later favour convening of a con.f'crcn 

between .. i'.ntattctic Powers on sci entif'ic and expJ.oratory plane . 

m~ 

lde 

Isl~ 
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"On thu 9th ' ust l"st th • trl.t .U p~t· nt d liv red to 
th Chilcnn Enb-issy in ,\:;hin.-:•ton ri o.::or'\Jldu: on tho .1\nb.rctic 
con tin •1t to tn •r \:i t'1 n draft 'lf,I'l.l • nt ;hict. \ins ~lso submi ttod 
to the Gover. 11.nts of the r.r~·.mtin"' ,{dpublic' ..us !.rnli'l ' Fro.nee , 
Gr nt Eri tnin . l!on·-;y ;md N ... , ler~lo.'ll. 

b~oin~ th ~elves on n nwnbcr of considcr~tions connected 
\ti th the juridico.l rt.gimo of th!'.1t contin .. nt, and on the 
poosibilities ot' xploitins its scicmtific potvnti~itioa nnd 
on th1.: o.dvnntnecc of o.voidine e.11 risk of' disturbin' the cordinli ty 
of relations bctMccn friendly nation:; tht) Goverrun nt. of the Unit ed 
Stn'!:l::> or uncricu propostid in th~ dro.t't ogreuroont n system for the 
intcrn"..t.iono.lisntion of th.., • .nt irctic. nJcling thnt they \~uld ~nrmly 
•:clcornc MY u ·1 stionz nnd p1·oposnls .hich Chile r.rl.ght ,,i,3h to 
make . 

The Chilcnn Gov ;rru:icnt studi ~ both docur::· nts with the pr co.tczt 
c'\I"o nnl on 7th October th~ :inister for :'orcigr. Lffnirs deliv.'.lred 
hi::; reply to the Uni tcd Stntes Embassy in Snntingo . 

In this reply the incontr.>vertible titler of our country to 
the Chil an Antarct le sector ' ere rci tcr ded , and the r •sul ts of 
previous nttv~pto to solve ter~itorinl disputes by intcrn\tior.~li­
v.'ltion, in g.,n .... rl\l disappointing, , ..... re r.nalyscd . 

At th~ St\M ti.:i ... , th ... Chilt?n..>i Gov r1un nt put on record th'lt 
noi th r ti er iri t nor th~ l ... tt1.:r of th IUo de Jnneiro Treaty of 
194 7 

1 
\1 .irh c-utl lnC;d o. zonl! of sccuri ty for otu• continent in which 

tho South /-r. .,...ic'ln \ntnrctic is included , coulu be reconciled ui th 
the rroposcd ~y"'"'• m of int<..rMtionnlizntion. 

l''or th se r-o.sons. runon:; others. the propooa.l of' the Stt\te 
Dcp:u-tmcnt • ..ic un"l.Cc~ptnblo to the ChilP. lll Govcrrunent . 

The reply of the Ministry of Foreign .• ff'\irn indic"t s, ho· i..vcr, 
tho.t it is not only desirable but nect?ssory to 'l.chiove into1·n:ltionnl 
coopcra.tion of a. scientific nntur~ in tho .mt"Ictic . 'Uld adds th~t 
tho Govornm<..nt of Chile; \,oulu be ri..ndy to subsc.ribo to M o.g?'i...CmtJnt 
\thich nte.blishcd o. ;li.dP. intcrch·mg of oci ntific informr tion. 

r.hile r nffir ing thw dccicion of Chile to c:lrry on 
unhosit~tir-cly in d .... fence of her sovur~i nty the noto nt~tes th~t 
our Govcrn."ll-nt is ~-po.r d to study some for'JUln di..oign"'d to o.void 
int rnntion:U incid nts in the .\nt:i.rctic ~.-hich might imp-Ur friendly 
relo.tions b .... t,·ccn friendly c:>untrii..s . In th ir opinion . it might 
be po .iblc to ".?'rive ~tu rnodu~ viv ndi in the Ant-u-ctic regions 
~mich uoula a.void th- dnngcrs of disturbn.nc or of int rnntionn.1 
incid nts Td thout obliRinci: tho int r.._ntcd n'.ltlons to put off thoir 
individunl rights by so aoing. 

Th n r"rtncnt of Sbte' s note nnd th Chilenn reply have both 
boca of ". r n :.:v '1. ~h~act<"'r up to th pr<;sont." 

le 



I !l!!IOJ! 011 OOUT!j A11 JOI\ 

91rcu1ar deepatoh p, no, .f.J 

Sir , 

,' F ,,../ 
COlDDOllnfll.th Relations otn.oe, 

Downing s treet. 

/4 December, 1948. 

\11th reference to JitV c1rouln.r despatoh 
D. No. 41 dated 9th September 1948, I have tho 
honour to transmit n copy of a rrce tranalntion or 

_a atntcment pu"bliohed by the Chilean Uinister of' 
~--Foreign Attairs on 29th october. Thie etatem9nt 

re-aff1rmfl Chilean claims in the Antnrot1o and 
givcc the rcaeonc why the Chilean oovernment toel 
unable to accept the united St atea aovcrnment•a 
pro ooals 'for en intemnt1~a1 re me 1n that aroa. 

I h~7e the honour to be, 
l.r , 

Ycur :rnoct obe61cnt 
bumnle corv&n t, 

THE lllllIS'l'ER OF EXTEm~AL AFFAIRS 
mucm OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

(;d.} n, J. r J 1...- . AKE 

.:d 

ity 
ed 
ho 
rmly 

test 
ed 

i-

f 
ch 
th 

·vcr, 
onnl 
'\t 
cnt 

r.hilc r n.ffir.nne th~ dcci ion of .'.:hile to c~ry on 
unhcoit~tir.£1Y in defence: of hcl: sovcr ... ignty the note at11tco thnt 
our Govcrn:-nt is p!"Cpm·cd to study zom for uln d(;si •nwd to o.void 
int rnntion:U. inciu nts in th ... :'ult:.u-ctic ;hich might i.mp'tlr friendly 
rclntions bct''"en friendly coW'ltric..s . In their opinion, it might 
be po ~ibl to "'.rriv~ nt n r.iodus viv ndi in tho /.nt~ctic r gions 
\7hich \10uld avoid the dangers of listurbnnc~ or of int rnntiono.1 
incl nts Hithout obliging t.lic int r !;tad n'ltions to put off thoir 
ind i vid·.i.l\l rights by so ooinp.; , 

Th • 'U'tm nt of Sbtc 1 s noto nnd th Chileru1 reply hnve both 
been of ~ r ... s ... rv -;hru-oct r up to th p1-csont . " 
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The rrorwegi"ll Gov~rrunent "SOU!HCO furtl1er1nor" th:i.t th .. f'n.ct of 
ooma indlvidurtl. countries h'l.vinp: .xc ... usiv over i nt,Y" ov·r c-rtnin 
l\X' '-ls in the Antl'\.rctic uil.. b m inc rt:&.v for ouch countri s to 
purru sci ntific research th r , for th b n~fit of nll !'.lnkind . 
Sovcr i nty cm hnrdly bo c.n imoodim...nt to sci. nttffo o rations . 
Thu~ th rbov n r.tioncd Nor; cP.:in..n- Br. tish-S':edi.r-h xp di tion ::;hO\ s 
thnt Nor'.l".l.y ' r: c.xclusiv sov-.r" i..gnty ov r lu n ~url. I.And in nn ucy 
imixd e co-or ration ' ... th for i"'.ll ov rnr. nts \ i tl. r g:ird to 
sci ntific "Ctivi.ties in this nr !l. . 

Th 'lon i n ~vurruJK;nt h'\S not d th.,t th '<\Uth • h tlo.nd 
'Uld th <:;outh Ort--.n y ;:;roups, both tu'\t o 1th of th• 60 d1.PT" 

south l'\ti tuo.c ore xccpt~d fro th propo d plc.n ( xc pt d is 
ilso Jouth Gcor,ia , situ1.te'1. nort of th 60 d ::r sou'll htitude ) . 
By oxc ptir16 so ·- of the most i.cport'Ult ".'.r '\ • cl<U.m d by sev r-al 
countrh" , it s. .:: t;h"t this plan \:Ould not prov f' ctive in 
scttlin.' the 10ot acute int •rna.tion ..o..LS ;re ntn in tho 
Antnrctic ore.'\ . hie.I". , ns fFlr as th n Gov rnmcnt tmd~rst~ds . 
is 1 ts for most poli tico.l purpoc • Th sncri fie lorr:a.y Vl ntur:U ly 
'rould h v to rn"lkc by r nouncing h~r xclu iv aov r i~nty ov~r 

Peter I' o Islo.nd C'.nd the tcrri tory b t;, n th '•~ d :-rec trist 
lon i tuac and th 20 J.e 9"ec \ st lon L tud ( 'u n '\ud ku1d) \-:-Ould 
thus not contrib'IJ.to cffccti v 1.Y to tho ct~bli hi nt of pE.Jnce nnd 
harmony in th1;. u1t~rc tic . 

'r-ehin ton, D.C. Hov mh r 15th , 1948 . 



UP :rA1 
~N OF SOUTH AFRICA. Conmonwealth Relations Office, 

Downing Street. 

~ t~ December, 1948. 

With reference to rey- circular despatch 
D. No. 41 dated 9th September, 1948 I have the 
honour to transmit a copy of a Note dated 15th 
November, 1948 from the Norwegian Ambassador in 
Washington to the United states Acting secretary 
ot State, rejecting the proposals put forward in 
August by the United Statoe Government tor a 
special regime in the Antarctic. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your moat obedient 
humble servant, 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
UNICfi OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

in 

tus 
+ll , 
:maoa.c1or 
1 rnrn~nt 

'1 in 

~hn 
le 
lo sires 
"I this 

lip. 
ditior. 

er !l.tion 
ti fie 
·c •LLle 
mmcnt. 

by the 

ll 
1')46 . 

1blishod 
'l nd 
1)) . 

rnr.icnte 
should cone ntr .t. t11 1r ... 1~01·t ..... nl.> on .:iu oortt~· ll" fa.cilitating 
the otipulat d t t:i'.:s of th ilr xi tit int .. rn"ti.on 1 
"'" • ii "~\tions for sci ntific r .. "rct. in U1+ irctic • Th .. or\ .. inn 
Govt.rn: .. nt r filis.:r. , ho' v .... r, th'l.t th Int rn .tiono.l 'o .. :i tt for 
Pol'U' t ~l."Olo '.Y wiJ th rnt rnntion u r: J.in i.:crrrnission crmnot 
cover ul fi lds h r ... ~ch.ntific r s r"l'. mi •ht bw d sir bk , Md 
:ill con qu ntly • co, ~;ny propoL~l for t l t"blisru nt of 
dditionu , !JUI' ly sci nt.fic, int r1 tionnl or 'Ulis tlons . Th..iir 

functions shoulJ , ho v r , b cl r ly d fin 'Ulrl co-ordino.t d to 
avoid co tit ion h~ t\ n t\ o or raor i lt m tion..tl. or mrlsntione • 

.or {IV r, the • 'or. "i"..n -:Ov rru. n v ms it d ir ble th't o.11 
int r st d rov rnr.; nts pled?, the lv utually to i 1 ~t to cnch 
other tlL r sults of sci ntific r se .r-ch pcrforn by th 1r 
rcopectiv n~tion~~s . 

:c.nscqu ntly , the 'onr. ion Govcrni nt considers the 
otnblishmcnt of 'Ul interno.tion" 1 o.dr.i ni.Jtro.tion for Antnrpticn. 

/unn-c son.ry 
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in due course would be published and I requested 
tba t it in the meantime a1l7thing of 1.aportance, 
as a result of the expedition's researches, came 
to the notice ot my colleagues, they might be good 
enough t o bear in mind tho Union Government 1 a 
interest in the matter. 

A copy of this report is being forwarded 
to the High Commissioner in London. 

JIINISTER PLENIPOTBNTliRY. 

h Politic 1 uecretary , 
Of ·1c o too Rich Commis ioner 
for th Union of South Africa , 
LO :0 

Copy for your information. 

~ ~·,& .-,! 
SECRETARY OF LEGATION. 



/ 
-

- - _____ _.___, __ _ 

SECRET. 

5'1 AYenue Boche, Paris Be, 

20th .Tanuar1 1949. 

Tbo Secretar1 for External !.t'fairs, 
PJIE%0Rli, 

!IRIUIL 

36/6 

United States propose~ for an International 
Regime in tbe Antarctic. 

Referrillg to your minute no. P.M. 102/ 2 of 
the 30th Deceaber, I beg to report that during th.a 
last tour •••ks I b.ave b.ad two conversations with the 
offic ials at the French Foreign Office who are deal­
ing with the abovement1oned proposal. 

The position from the French point of view 
is that the United States Government has not made a 
formal proposal for the eatabliabmcnt of an internat­
ioal regime in tbs Antarctic and that th.e possibility 
tbat a conference on the matter may be called has not 
received any deep consideration by the French author­
ities. Their Ambassador at Wasnington bas been told 
that the French Government is not in favour or abal¥1-
oning the principle of national sovereignty and I 
gathered that no move will be taken by the French to 
further the holding of a conference such as that which 
the United States Government appears to think may ult­
imately be necessar7. 

I explained the interest the Union bad in the 
Antarctic continent and southern waters generally, and 
enquired whether, in the ev nt ot a conference bel.ng 
C£lled either to study Antarctic catters from a polit­
ical angle or alternatively trom a purely scientific 
one1 tbe Union's desire to participate in such discussions 
woUJ.d be favourably viewed by tbs French authorities. 
Ky colleagues in tho Foreign Off ice replied that, so 
tar as tb.ey were concerned! they could see no possible 
reason why such participat on should be refused, but 
that if an:y proposals for a confe1·Pnce were actually 
put forward the whole matter, including the Union's 
partic~Pntion, would have to be studied by the Govorne 
ments concerned. Until then tney natura111 could not 
bind their own Government in •DT way. 

Finally I was informed that the French exped­
ition to Adelie Land would probably spend a year in the 
South and th.tit if additional equipment were sent out 
the expedition might be awar tor two years. A report 



/ 
1~ of uxpuditions ard the exercise of nnlogoua ctivitics would 

\•Ot p1•ojudic(j thuir l'uGpuctiv~ sovor .... ign rights; ·ml th'lt none 
of thuso ncr1 bno~s, expeditions or rctlvitit;;O could b .... cited us 
prl;}cedont for occur ti on. In st.-.tinp; th'lt tho !'lu\! b oes , 
expcdi tions nd c ti vi ties could not b ... c 1 t tl. rl p1•ccud nt for 
occupE tion thuru is no intention '1'l: (le ol' ttributing to former 
br 61::G, expcdi tiot.s etc . more v luu than is duu to th1;; 
geogr phic , hL:.toric , logcl, diplom"tic m Ldriinistrotivo titles 
which nrl,;; coupled ... i th them and r ru thl;ir justification. 

Th.is ag1•cum nt would relatu to l'w s to the oouth of 
ln ti tudu 60 aouth, 11 thout exception, :ind could rerr .in in force 
for a aprtce of five YCRI•s OX' mot•e , nt tho end of whlch thu 
oignn to1•ieo would bu undei• obligt. tiou to d irJcuso r Mong thc'llswlvoe 
th.! ndv mtogcs or extending it fo1• t furth .... r period, or to seek 
G now brtois of' underntar.dil1l.:· · 

'l'hc ndv ... n tr gc of ·uch n .Joluti n ov....,r thr. t .... t.ggc.;ted by the 
State Departm..rnt resides, in thu judgmunt of tho uovel'.'tl'l'Jt,llt of 
Chilu, in th 'f e;t thct, tlrr•ough it.., .-~c..t.cy, t.11 tho b.!ncfits 
~1hich the lattur solution rromises will be obtninud without the 
nt;ed for the int r .. t ... d nations to renounce or helve their 
individual right , nd tlnt it Rives timu fo.t· wo1•king out, with 
the utmcot C'U'e, fin_l solutiJn of the problum. 

ln sueg .. tint.~ thi~ idc , thu Govurnrn~nt of Chile cont'orm 
with tho r U1;;Gt forrnula.ted by thu St to Dup 11•tr.1Cnt nd conaidor 
thot tht;y contrlbut0 in this m' nner, to tho he rmony \'/hich should 
pruv il among th,• no. tions t1i th inturestu in thu ut re tic, 
convinced r:s they ere that, c.t tl.e pr....,sent time, it iE.i important 
to void c.;ny c'lU;Je wha tsoevt.l!' of' dii'foronc<.;s, and <.;V1;;tl of fr·iction , 
between n. tions tt.nt base thei1· com.ion uxist .. nc • on the highest 
p1•eccpts of' western civiliz tiot! . This dcsir.,, common to Chile 
r.nd to the Unitud Strtes of .... meric , <.:• n finr.i its t.xpr~soion in 
a simplu fornn.ll , b~sed on good will .nd t.:o-oper t:ion, like tho 
one: which tho Government of Chi11.; h .... ve t:nd the honour to propound 
in this notu, inther thEr. in~ :rormul er~omont of 
inturnntior.nliz. tion which su1'fe;rs from thu drnwbucko cited . 

Tho l.liniotry for Forci&n Al'f'i:iirs seizu this opnortuni ty to 
rupl.: ... t to th~ Un~ te"I St tern Emb sry th1;; o ur net.a of their 
highest e teurn. 

Santi go, 7th October, 1948 . 

To th.... Emb ssy 
of the Uni tA:d State::J of America. 



/ 
sure, 1hich nui ther the Govern. ·-nt of the..; Uni tcd St too of 
A T1co nor ony oth~r of thooe invitud by this Govurn!Tl'"~nt to oign 

hu pact :t•el 1ti vc to the; 11nt retie oul'l lsh to s ign to th t 
continent, but 11hich l ther countries excluclod .from the agre rl\;nt 
woul~ wioh to uttl'lbutc to it. Hence, f't r lengthy 
ncgotintions 7hich drngged on until 1920, tho impl' 1ct1c bili ty of' 
the cystcrn wna roco nist:d md i-:or 1 y - •ho..,o e •ogrophicol 
Eitu~tion in respect o.f Spitzber~en i, vimil ,r to th t of Chile 
in rcs1 ect o:!' the South Hmi.:ric n 11nt retie - 1. c;i vun thu full 
and nbeoluto sovereignty over the isl nds unrlo:r rt.if'c:.rcnco . 

If', in thu cases pointed out, '1nd in ... o mnny others, the 
system rcferrod to brolce down, ccflnt likelihood of' success is 
offered in tho l.1ffa1r rel:ttin' to the Antr1t-ctic tc:rri tory, owing 
to the lm•ge numher of count11 .i.1;:;a inturu~~tod nd th..., very 
rtiffcrent chor •• cter of its titl~s. 

But there oxists bE;£ldes onothcr lmportont runcon whlch has 
been nll11dec1 to bt:f'o11e and which, of itself alom,, would suffice 
to cauec the Govel'nment of Chile to hes1 tote in giving its 
approval to thu draf t submitted by the State Dopnrtmcmt, and tho t 
io its clisflgreemi:.:nt with the tcrm.::1 of th, T1•coty ot: Mutual 
J...soist nee signed in Rio de Jant.iiro on the.: 3rd of' September 1947 
by all tho Americ~n countries , incluning the United States of 
.... me:t ic . 

By urticlu 40 of the c ia Tre~ty it 1~ l.1d do•n, in effect, 
thut th~ .nnt'lrctic region boundud by long! tudus 24 nnd 90 west of 
Grcenw1 ch .forms port o:f the. " sccuri 1 ty zonu of Arooricn ''. 'l'he 
spirit and the letter o"f' the Treaty of !tio clt; Jcnt.Jil•o c.:ould not be 
reconc..:lled with a syctem ot: internution lizatior1 in \ hich oxtro­
continent l countries were nllm·1i;.;d decisive in'Wrv1.;ntio1., since 
such countries would hold the majority of' votes in th~ ndministration 
end Govo1•nment of territories situi.ted in o zone tnu protuction of' 
:hi ch \'tus concidurod by the JHJ'E1•icr n notion .... , in n solcr.m 

instrument, ns beine; essential for tho s~curity of this continent. 

3 . Notwithstanding the dif'f'lcultios roontioncd, the Governmeut of' 
Chile fully shc;rl;} the fundamcnt 1 ideL. oi' the Sta t.J Dop. i·trnent' s 
proposal ri..;lnting to tho 'dv&ntu~e oi' p1·omoting oc..:icntU'ic 
studies nnd invcstigntione in the .Hntnrctlc, pm•ticulm·l.v with 
reg"lrd to m ttc1•s of mctoorology, terro..;tri( l mngnetie:m, coGmic 
rays, geology, m.:rinc biology etc . Interm:i.tlc,nnl co-opcrntion in 
this dirt:ction is not only dcs.irc.ble .uut nucons i•y, ond the 
Gov~rnmunt 01' Chile ·1ould be dispos"'d to aul>scri be, \Ji th the 
utrnout pl 'laura, to ar1 greeMent by ·.hi ch th1,; Governmmts with 
interests in the s~id regions would engogu to uff'oct full 
exchnngc of' intorm<itlon in thl.., respect, which could be extended 
to booko, pc..mphlets, rcviewG, mn:µ , ch·rtc , photographs nd 
other publication~. 

4 . Tho Governm nt of Chi11.. likowis(l f'ully har the preoccUpfJtion 
of tho Government C'f' th., United St· tea o'£ .nm rica that the 
controversier. over GC'VurLdgnty in the l.ntorct1c rnny 1isturb the 
rolat1onc of the countries ~hich h~ve, or prot.nd tc cloirtIB 1n 
thot region. Hence, notwithstanding their dot rmim:tion to 
proceud with firmncos in defwncc Lf thu b101c pr1nciplua of 
sovcruignty, thic Governn nt ar proparod to study together with 
the othc;i• f'riendly Gov .... rnm nts , formulae aimed t iwo1ding 
incidents of on intcrn::1tionnl chnrac .. c.r which might perchnnce 
a:t'fcct those cordial rulations which it is the fc·rvE.mt desire o:r 
Chile to maintain unimpaired . 

In this respect they con ... ider that, uo the: first ctep in this 
oil'ection, the countries mentioned b.v thu State Dopartmcnt in 
their druf't agreement could accede to a declaration in which it 
could be statud th t the cst~blishment of now bases, thu carrying 
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/, 
rf;ody 1ndcfcas1 blc, but simply to fix the extent oi' their 

JUrisdiction in occordance w1 th fnct.; nd with precudonto of' long 
s A ding. Conoequently Chile does not make cloimo of on intern tional 
cl rue tor in this zone, but limits herself to the exercise of full 
and obsolu te sovereignty over rcgiono v1hich havo lwaya formed p rt 
of her territories . 

2 . The idcn of internationalization advocated by the State 
Department finds its moot f(ithful expression in articles II and !II 
of the draft agreement submitted to the EmbaGsy of Chile in 
Washington, 'by virtue of which the eight Govurnmc.:nts above nar"led 
would combine und unite their claims ond' intercots in the Antarctic 
Continent, and would submit them to th..i authority indicated in the 
some agrucroont, would each one of them promise not to seek 11 a i vision 
of territory, and wouln , at the proper time, irnrrendcr to a co0111ission 
with full exccuti ve llnd administrative powers, Lhe govermoont of the 
territories which compooe the Antarctic 

In othol' wordo, u Government such as that of Chile, wh:tch 
exurcises full and effective sovereignty over their Antarctic 
Torritorieo, would l>c ploced on a complete par with those Governments 
which m.;rely have claimc to m3ke . Worse still, by virtue of the 
proposal under reference, Chile would have to our1 r onder to nn 
internntionnl commission tho::ie powers of government ond administration 
which she effectively excrcices , and would find h1..:rsclf in a position 
identical with that of countries •;hinh have never exe1•cised such an 
admini atro ti on. 

The mere stntomcnt of the conditions in which a free and 
sovereign nntion, such as Chile, would f'ind itself, un1er the regime 
of' intcrnntionalization, sufficus to dcmonstrnto how inooceptable 
this would be for' its Government. 

On the other hand the system of interw:itionoliZf1tion ouegcsted 
does not seem to be the most proctical method of l'Cllching a defin1 te 
solution of' the Antarctic problem, as is desired . Even thoUGh the 
d1•aft talks of internationoliza tion - a regim:J Vlhich has been applied 
by preference to strnits end to river- ways - the Ministry for 
Foreign A:f'fairo bcl ieve that ·1 spc:cies of mul tiplo condominium is 
under concitleration, since 11 tho contrnc ting parties combine unrl 
unite their claims and interests" , without time lirni t, engaging not 
to seek division of territory. If this wao not the exact 
interpretation, the regime proposed would have for Chile, the 
disadvi:mt.·lgeu of' a condominium, since it would amount to the 
rununciation of her exclusive dominion in tho ttnturctic so as to 
share it collectively with other nations . 

The leeoon of history is adverse to condominia ao u solution 
to territorial disputes. On the occacions whore this system has 
been applied, increasing and successive difricultios have arisen in 
moc;t cnscs which have brought about the subsequent abandonment of' 
the condominium, or have, rather, boon tho c'luoe of grove conflicts 
which have done irreparable da1J1:.'1ge to world p~occ . 

It VJould bo easy to quote different cxamplus of condomtnio 
which have broken down completely , such ns thot of Samoa, or thot c•t: 
the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. But the.re is no need to prolong this 
comrn.mication in such a manner, as there cxisto a case s1m1lf'lr to 
the pres<mt , the mere memory of which suf'ficua to discourage the 
system of' internotionolizotion proposed. In 1914 Great Britain, 
France, Gcrrru:my, the Uni 'ted Sta tee of Amer ico, the Ne thcrlcndo, 
Russia , Denmark, Sweden ond Norvmy tried to invent o form of 
international ::idministration for the orchip0lago of Spitzbergon , 
situated within the Arctic Circle, by which a decision regarding the 
sovereignty of these terri torics could lJe ovoiuod . There wuo no 
talk a t that time of internationolizotion but rather of the 
archipelago continuing to be "terra nulliue", a statue quo , to be 
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ti on Diplom tic Dop rtrnent 

Conf'idential No. d 

NOT~ VLRBALE 

The Ministr.v for Foreign Affairs hns tho honour to refer tc 
a roomorandum handed over to the Chilean .8mbassy in Hashington l.Jy the 
State Dcp rtment on the 9th of last August concerning the Antarctic 
Continl..nt 

The said momor~mdum st 1tes thn t various conr·iderntions 
rulative to the legal r-egimo of the above continent , to the 
po:::sibili ties of promoting and exploiting 1 to ochntific 
potcntiuli ties, md to the udvantagc of removing ol l danger nf 
disturbin~ the cordial. relations existing between friendly countries , 
have lt:d tho Governrnent of the United States to tho conclusion tho t 
the est 11JJ1shmunt "'f an internutional i•ogime in the Antorc tic 
Con tint.mt is the most practicable mcthnd 01 solving tho problem of 
the oppooing claims to the said regions , .:ind of removing the causes 
rf possible international conflicts . 

Animated by this spirit, 6nd with the object rf finding basis 
of discusaicn ucce:gt•iblu tr the interested Statco, the Stote 
Dep 1rtment rila0 handed over a draft agreement which \•ould be signed 
by Chile, Argentina, Australia , the United SUtes of America, 
France, Gre lt Brita in, Norway and New Zeal nd, and which would be 
considurud us an ngreement on the 1nterna tionaliza tion of the 
Antarctic . Tho State Depnrtt'lvnt add that the Governlllf.lnt of the 
United Statesof At00rica will have the utmost pleasure in receiving 
the aur,gm;tione which the Government of Chilo may find it convenient 
to muke to them, and will conclder the &lttirnative propositions 
which may be submittecl to them. 

The Gove11nmErnt of Chile hove studied the above rromorunc'lum oncl 
the c1rt1f't ngreemcnt accompanying it with extreme cm•e both because 
of the imporl.Eincc of the m.'1tter under conoic1erntion and boci:tuso it 
origi nntud with on American country to which they wore bouncl by the 
closeEJt tics of friendship . '£he earll3 coneide1•utions have induced 
the Ministry for F~roign Ai'fairs to express to the United Sttltes 
Embnsoy nd, through their intermediEry, to the Oovcrnment in 
Washineton, in an exact and complete forn, the points of view cf 
Chilo in re lo ti on to the matter of the Antarctic Torri torios, even 
though the provisions of the Treaty ~f Mutual Assistance signed 
last year in Rio de Janeiro would suffice to justify the Chilean 
Governrront 1 s 1nnb1li ty to accept the idea ouggested by the State 
Department. 

1 . As the Govcrn_rnent of the United Stntcs of' America will know 1 

tho Government of Chile defined, by the supreme decree of the 
6th November 1940, and in conformity with numerous geographical, 
historical, legal, diplomatic and adm1n1stroti ve pr•ecedents, the 
conf'inos cf the Republic in those ter•ri tcrics which extended to the 
Polar Region styled the South American Antarctic. By virtue of this 
decree all those territories, islands, islets, rocks, gl1 ciers etc . , 
known or unknown, and the respec ti v~ territorial wa tors, exioting 
within the limits of the polar sector bounded by longltudeo 53 and 
90 1'1Cst of Greenwich form the Chilean .Antarctic or Chilean 
Antcratic Terri tor~r . 

As the Government of Chile then hud tho opportunity to make 
clea1• , in J seuing the ca id treaty they did not attempt to carry cut 
an unnecessary act of annexation, nor t o asst: r t a right which was 
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SECRET 

P . { 49) 4 

r 

Provi~un reference P . (48)34 

POLAR cm.nr::TTEC: 

I 

Uni ten St tea Draft Pronos 1ls f'or ( oettlument of 
the Antnrctic Dispute 

Annexed is a translution of u formal Note 

Verbnle doted 7th October, 1948 from the Chilean 

i1inieter of Foreign Affairs to tho United Status 

Embassy, Slntingo, rejecting tho United States 

propos11ls for o opccial regime in the Antarctic . 

Commonwealth Relations 
Downing Street . 

21+th JtlnUUl'Y, 1949 . 

(Signed) John Chadwick 

Secretary, 
Polar Committee . 
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---., --- • ,---o•• ""'"' a.-cr-.i.rc vv c.-..pJ.cnlj 1.1u i.nt:: uru.11ed Swtcs 
Embassy nd, through their intermediary , to the Government in 
Washington, in an exuct and complete f'orm , the points of view cf 
Chilo in rclAtion to the matter of' the Antarctic Terri torios, oven 
though tho provisions 0f the Treaty cf Mutual Assistance signed 
last yeor in Iiio de Janeiro would suffice to justify the Chilean 
Government ' s inability to accept the idea suggested by the State 
Department. 

1 . Ac the Government o:f the United St toe of America will know , 
the Goverrunent o:f Chile defined, by the supreme decree o:f the 
6th November 1940 , and in co1if'ormi ty with numerous geographicol , 
historical, legal, diplomatic and adminiotrctivo precedents, the 
confines cf' the Republic in those ter ri torica which extended to the 
Polor Region styled the South American Antarctic . By virtue of this 
decree all those te1•ritories, isl£.nde, islets, rocks, glaciero etc . , 
kno'9n or unknown, and the reopecti vu t .. rri torial Vlt1ture, existing 
wi t hin tho limits of the polar sec tor bounded by longitudes 53 and 
90 woe t of Greenwich form the Chilean Antm•c tic or Chilean 
Antaratic Territory. 

As the Oovcrnmen t of: Chile then had tho opportunity to make 
clear , in issuing the snid trea t.v they did not a t t ompt to carry cu t 
an unneccssar,y ac t of annex~tion, nor t:::> ass r t n right which was 
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ou.$ of cx!J(!di tions nnd thu uxercisc of n logou c ti vi tics would 
not p1•cjudico thuir l'espcctivu sovoroign righto; nd th t none 
of these new bnacs, expeditions or act1vitice could be cited 110 
precedent :for occup· ti on. In st tinr; th t the 'l'lOw b sea . 
expeditions nd ctivitios could not be citud as prccwd~nt for 
occupc.tion thur is no intention I'll.do of ttributing to for.n"'r 
be swo, expcdi tiohs etc . mor~ v lue than is due to the 
gcogrPphic , historic , 1'3gr.1, diplom,,tic ... nd drniniotrntive titles 
which arc c ouplod with them and ro their justif'icn ti on. 

This agreement would relcto to cri;.cs to tho south of 
J.n ti tudw 60 sou th, without exception, nd :oulo rem 1 n in force 
for c suoce of five yeni•s or moI10 , nt the end of which the 
signn tor lea would b1.,; under oblign tion to dlocuss '!long thcms0lvos 
the ndvnntagos of extending it for' furthwr r.x·ioc1, or to seek 
a nuw basis of understr:rnrtl~ . 

Tho r,dvrr.tr ge oi' .mch n soluti >n ovur th t cugg stod by the 
Stote Departm~nt resides, in the ;judgmt.nt of thu Government of 
Chil(j , in the f.1ct that, throuph its gt.mey, 11 thu bencfi ts 
\:hich thE; latkr solution promisco v ill be obtoinud without the 
need f'or the intcr~st1;.;d nations to renouncu or ahc.:lvl:l their 
individual rights, "nd that it givce timtJ for 1orking out, with 
the utmost c l!'e, fi nnl solution of the prvblurn. 

In sugg . ting this idc , the Govux mn nt of Chile.: conform 
\'Ii th the re U1,,;0t formulated by tht; St tc Dwp 11•t1.ient cmd consider 
that they contributu in this lllf.nn1.:.r, to tho ht.rmony \' hich should 
prevail amone thu nntions with interest ... in thu ,,ut'rctic, 
convinced as they are that, ut the pr.,sc;;11t tiiro, it is important 
t0 vo.id uny c use whatsoever of' diff'erencuo, nd cv0n of' f1•iction , 
between n tions that base thci1• common exiatcnco on the highest 
p1·ccepto of' western civiliz~ tion . This des1.ro, common to Chile 
nnd to the Unitud Sktes of AmericL , c n :find its expression in 
c s.i.mplu formul ., bused on good will 'tnd co-op1:.:r tion, like the 
one which the Govur nme nt of Chile hE vo h'ld the honour to propouna 
in this not1J, l'l thor then in u fo1•mril groemcnt of 
intornatiouoliz. tion which su:f:f'E.Pe frrom th1;; dr11wbacks ci tcd . 

The Ministry for Porcign !.'ff irs oei zu thls opportunity to 
rep nt to the U1ited States Emo ss.v thu oe ur.ncus 01' thc.:ir 
highest urtecm. 

S nti go, 7th October, 1948 . 

To the Embassy 
of' the Uni tcd states of' .Ar.ierico. . 
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... w' , 1hich n .... 1 thur the Gov..,1•nnt..nt of' tho Unit d Jt tuo of' 
Am~ricn nor ny other of thooe invited by thi Gov rn!Tl(,nt to ~ign 
tho p1ct i•ul tivc to the .hnt retie 1ou11 'J. h to .. ign to th t 
continunt, but which ther countrio., excluJ d from the grt;u .1\:nt 
would wioh to '!tt1'ibutc to it. Hence, f'tur 1 ngthy 
ncgoti tiono Which dragged on until 1920, th.., impr ctic b111 ty of 
the cyotem \lrto rcco nis .... d and UorH y - 1ho. e "ooe1' 1phic 1 
situ tion in ru.,pec t of Spi tzbcr["on i eimil r to th t of Chile 
in respect o:r the South #!l.:ric n Jint rctlc - p;iv n th full 
nnd absolute .. overeignt.v over tho isl ndo unrler r ·f'eronc" . 

If', in th cc.. .. es pointed out, nd in ea m.'1ny othevs, the 
Byatcm roferr ud to broke dom1, ncant 1H~e11hood of Guccuas is 
of'f'er1;.:d ln thu ai'f'air re la tin to the An tore tic to1•ri tory, owing 
to tho large number of countricc interuatcd nd th very 
dif1\.irtmt chm•ncto1• of' its ti tlos . 

But there uxists be. ido:-J n.nothc.r imno1•tant reason which has 
boon ~lluded to b .f'ore n'l \ hich, of itself' ulon , would suf'fice 
to criuoe the Govi..;l'nment of Chilo to hosi t· tc in giving i to 
"ipprovul to the dr f't submitted by the St·te ::::>...ipartrncmt, and thot 
i::; its dioagreernL:nt with th(. terms of th T1·uoty of' Lutunl 
l.nsiat nee aiencd in Rio de Janeiro on thu 3rd oi' September 1947 
by 11 tho Amc1•ic n countrit.:s , including the United Stn tea or 
limE>r ic . 

By rirticlo 40 of th.., ., id Tr. ty 1 t i~ l .id do~ n, in effect, 
that thu nnt retie rugion bounded by longi tudc.s 21 and 90 \test of' 
Gruetmich forms part of the "sccuri ty zon~ of' ,\ffiaricri" . 'l'hu 
spirit and tho lotter of the Treaty of Rio de Jon il•o could not be 
reconciled with syctcm o:r inturn tiorL.lizntion in which cxtra-
conti nont 1 countries were nllowud decisi vu inturv1..ntion, since 
such countricc \~oulri hold the majority o!' votes in tt. dministrotion 
i:.nd Govo11nrn nt of tcrri tories si tuntud in zonu tho protoc ti on of 
which wun con.,idi.:rod by tht;; Arooric:..n mtions, in n sol rnn 
inotrumont, ;S being uascntial for the secu1 i ty of' this continent. 

3 . Notwithstanding the dif.ficultien ment.ionc.d, the Govei•nment of 
Chilu fully Ghcru the f'undcimcntal idua of' the !lt1.1 tu Dup rtrnont ' o 
propose l rel ting to thu dv .ntn ·o of' p1•omoti ng scientific 
n t:.udics cmd invcntigntionc in the Jmtarctic, 1m1•ticulnrly with 
r13g (rel to m3ttu1•s of 111etoorology, terl·u. tri 1 m: gnoticrn , cosmic 
r ys, geology, mnrinu biology etc. Internttionnl co-opcrotion in 
this diroction is not only desir ble but nocuco i•y, ·md the 
Govornmunt of Chile ·1ould b...i d ioposcd to sub.-..cri bo, i th the 
utmost pl 1 ... uro, to nn ngreement by vhich thw Govornroonto with 
intcrects in the s id regions would 01 ~ g to f'f' ct ·1 .f'ull 
exch ngu of in.formation in thL.. r cpect, \ bich could be extended 
to booko, p mphl tG, rovi<...\ ... , map., ch rto , photographs · nd 
other publicntion • . 

4 . The Govcrnm nt of' Chile..: like ~i.~e i'ulJ.y .·h re the preoccupotion 
of' the Governm nt o:f' th. Uni t .... d St tes of' Al'!le11 1ca th t tho 
controversies ovur coverci&nty in thi.? ,nt re tic m:: y dioturb the 
relations of thu countries ihich h Vtj, or r;retand to cl ims in 
th11t region. Hunce, not\'/i that.anding thoir dct rminntion to 
proce~d 1th f'irmncso in defcncv of th1,; b nic principles of' 
sove2•eignty, thio Govurn 71 nt ar prepar i to . tu y toge th.:ir with 
the other friendly Oo•:crnm..,nts , formulnc aim ·d Lt voiding 
incidontc o:f.' n intcrru.tionnl eh rrc 1..r nhich might pcrcb~nce 
nf'f'oct thonr cordial rolations which it io th :ferv(.;nt dooire of 
Chilo to msintain unimpai11 cd . 

In this respect they conciddr thot, is tho f'irst step in this 
direction, tho countries mentioned by the St ito Dcp rtmt.mt in 
their draft ogreement could acccd~ to a dccl r tiun in which it 
could be ot ted th t the ost· blishment of nc\'1 b«atJs, th carrying 
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~ dy indefensible, but simply to :fix th~ ex~nt or their 

uriediction in accordance with facto nd with proc •donto of long 
&tanding. Conoequently Chile does not make cl ims of an intern tional 
ch c tor in this zone, but limits hera..:li' to tho exercise of full 
and absolu to sovcre ignty over regions which he. vc 1 ways formed part of her terri tories. 

2 . The idea of internationalization advocated by the State 
Deportment :finds its most faithf'ul expression in articles II and III 
~f the draft ngrcement submitted to the Embassy of Chile in 
Washington, by virtue of which the eight Governments above named 
would combine and unite their claims and interests in the Antarctic 
Continent, and v1ould submit them to thu authority indicated in the 
same aereeroont, would each one of them promise not to seek a di vision 
of terri t.ory, und would, at the proper time; suri1endc11 to a corrmission 
with full executive and administrative powers, the government of the 
territories Which compooc the Antarctic 

In otht:r wor·do, a Government such as that oi' Chile, which 
exerciaes full and ef'fective sovereignty over their Antarctic 
Terl'i tories, would be placed on ·1 complete par with those Governments 
which m1::rely have claimc to make. Worse still, by virtue of.' the 
proposal undor reference, Chile would hove to ourronder t<" an 
international commission those powers of government and administrati~n 
which she effectively exercises, and would find herself in u position 
ldentical with that of countries whinh hove never exercised such an 
o.dmini strll. ti on. 

The mere statement of the conditions in which a free and 
sovereign notion, such as Chile, would find itself', under the regime 
of internationalization, suffices to domonatratu how inooceptuble 
this would be fo11 its Government. 

On the other hand the system of' internationalization suggested 
does not seem to be the most prc.ctic3l muthod of' rcr:iching a defin1 te 
solution of the Antarctic problem, as is desired. Even though the 
dra1't talks of internationalization - a :regiroo which has been applied 
by preference to straits and to river-ways - the Ministry for 
Foreign A:ffafro believe that a species of multiple condominium is 
under conaidera t1on, since 11 the contracting p[trtics combine and 
unite their claims and inte;rests" , without time lirrli t, engaging not 
to seek division of' territory. If this was not the exact 
interpretation, the regime proposed would have for Chile, the 
dieadvont~geo of' n conaominium, since it would amount to the 
renunciation of' her exclusive dominion in the Antarctic so as to 
share it collectively with other nations. 

The lesoon o:f history is adverse to condominia as a solution 
to territorial disputes. On the occasiorui whore this system has 
been applied, incr~asing and successive dif:ficultios have arisen in 
most cases which have brought about the suhooquent abandonment 01· 
the condominium, or have, rather, been tho cause of grave conflicts 
which have done irreparable dnrnge to world peace . 

It would be easy to quote different examples of condominia 
which have broken down completely, such r:ts tho. t of Samon, or tho t of 
the Anglo-Egypt!un Sudan. But there is no need to prolong this 
comanmication in euch a rnnnner, as there exists a case similar to 
the present, the mere memory of.' which eUf'fices to discourage the 
s.vstcm o'£ internationalization proposed. In 1914. Gr..,at Britain, 
France, Germany, tho United States of Amcrico, the Netherlands, 
Russiq , Denmark, Sweden and Norway tried to invent a form of 
international administration for the erchip~lago of Spitzbergen , 
situated within tho Arctic Circle, by which a decision regarding the 
sovereignty of these territories could be avoided. There was no 
talk at that time of inLernotionalization but rather of the 
archipelago continuing to be "tcrra nullius", a otatus quo, to be 
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Diplcim tic l)t)p rtrn: nt 

Confidenti~l lo . 4 

NOT~ V ..... RBAIB 

Thll Uinistry f'or Foreign A:ff~irs h"ls the honour to rc.ft.r to 
a memor ndum h'1nded over to thu Chilean Embassy in Washington by the 
State Dt:p1rtment on the 9th of last August concerning the Antarctic 
Contin-..nt 

The said m~morandum st· tes th~ t various consideri tions 
relative to the leglll regime of' the nbovc continent , to the 
pm::eibili ties of promoting and cxploi ting :1 ts scientific 
potentiuli ties, nnd to the advFmtagc of removing rQ 1 danger nf' 
disturbine the cordial relations cxioting between friendly countries, 
have l d tho Governm..,nt of' the United Stutes to the conclnoion that 
the es tublishment f\f an international i·egimo in the An tare tic 
Continent is the most practicable mcthad of solving the probl~m of' 
the opposing claims to the said regions , und of removing the cnuses 
0f posoiblc international conflicts . 

Aninuited by this spirit, and with the objuct cf finding . basis 
of discussion ccceptoblu t0 the interested States, the State 
Depa1•trrient nlo" handed over a draft f'lg1·eemont which would be signed 
by Ohi l o, Argentina, Australia . the United States of America, 
Franco, Gre t BI'i taln, Norway ond New Zeall'lnd, and which would be 
considert>d us an agreeroont on the intcrnntionalizotion of the 
Antarctic . The State Department add that tho Govern~ent of the 
United Stat€Gof America will have the utmost pl aouro in receiving 
tht: ouuguutiono which the Govcrrunent of Chilo May find it convenient 
to make to them, and will consider the oltorn1tive propositions 
which m y be submittecl to them. 

The Government of Chile hnve studied the above tremorundum ancl 
the draft agreement accompanying it with oxtrome cLJre both hcc'lm:e 
cf thu importunce of' the matter unri~connido.t·otion and bt:Jc'1use it 
o:i:•lginoted with an American country to which the.v were hound b.v the 
closoot Lies of' frienr1ship . The suroo consiac1•0 tions hovo induced 
the Ministry for Fcrcign Ai'fairs to oxpreno to the United States 
Embasoy nd, through their intermedi ry, to the Oovornment in 
Washington, in an exact and complete form, the pointo of view of 
Chile in re la ti on to the matter of the Antarctic Terri torics, even 
though the prcwisions t'li' the Tre& ty cf' Hu tunl Assistrmce signed 
l~st year in Rio de J neiro would suffice to justify tho Chilean 
Government's inubility to accept the idea sugguotod by the State 
Department. 

1 . Au the Government of the United St tos of America will know , 
the Government of Chile def'ined, by the oupromu decree of' the 
6th November 1940 , and in conf'ormity with numerous geographical, 
historical, legal, diplomatic and adminietrGtive precedents, tho 
conf'ines of' the Republic in those terr! tories \/hich extended to the 
Polar REgion styled the South Americon Antarctic. By virtue of this 
decree all those territories, islands, islets, rocks, glaciers etc . , 
known or unknown, md the respective territoriul vntors, existing 
within the limito of the pclar sector bounded by longitudes 53 and 
90 west of Greenwich form the Chilean Antarctic 01• Chilean 
Ant~ratic Territory. 

As the Govormneut of' Chile then had the opportunity to make 
clour, :in ls suing tho said treaty they did not at tompt to curry cut 
an unnoceasary act of nnexa tion, nor to asao1•t n right which was 
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.LllS't year in HlO ae .;ane1r'J WOU.10 SUII ice t.() JUS'tilIY 't.OU 1...onileun 
Government ' s inubility to accept the 1dco ouggeoted by the State 
Depnrtm-nt. 

1. A .. the Government of the United States of America 1>1ill know , 
the Government of Chile defined, by the oupromEi doc1•ee of tho 
6th November 1940, and in coni'ormi ty .1th numerous geographicnl , 
historical, legal, diplomatic and administrative prccodcnts, the 
confines of the Republic in those territories which extended to the 
Polar Region ctylcd the South Americnn Ant retie. By virtue of this 
decree all those territories, isl nda, islots, rocks, glaciers e t c . , 
known or unknown, nd tho respectivu turritorial 1atura , existing 
within the limits of the polir sector bounded by longitudes 53 and 
90 wost of Greenwich form the Chilean Antarctic or Chilean 
Antnrat1c Torritory. 

As the Government of' Chile then had the cpportuni ty to maku 
clear, in i ssuing the sRid trea t y they did not att empt to carr y out 
nn unnecens ry ac t of annexation, nor to assert a right which waa 
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Foreign M1n1st r was Just as anxious as h was to avoid these. 
Th Ch rge d 1Aff ires n.1. adds : 

SF/JM 

8 fter outl1n1ng to h1m br1efl1 our point or view 
ae e t out 1n the Aide Memo1re vhlch I 1 ter 
handed to h1m, I once nore emphne1~ed that this 
infor al ap roaoh was intended pr1 r1ly to 
place South At'r1ca's 1nt rest on record w1th 
the Ch11ean Fcre1gn Office. B1n1lar approaches 
hnd already been nude to the other eeven 
Ocvernmente concerned. 

Se or Riesco r plied that it was apparent to h1o 
our two countries had many interes~1n common 
on tho antarctic Continent, And he felt that our 
expr seed desire to be naeooiated with futur e 
d1souse1ons on the control of th1s territory was 
both reaRon ble and underotundabl . The whol e 
question vas , howev er, r ather un ec1ded at the 
moment, and he very cruch doubted wh th r a lasting 
solution coul d be found on the baele of the 
proposals put ~orward by the United States 
Gov rnment. These were not aoo ptable ln their 
present form ei ther to Ch11e or Argcntin or, for 
that matter, to NOI'll'&f, and ln hie op1n1on they 
at111 had a long way to go before there was any 
hope or agr eem0 nt nnong t the e1eht powprs 
or1g1nall7 concerned.• 

StP han F. du To1t 

t.' in1eter. 



B.A.22 1 
4/49. 

February gth, 19~9. 

Tho Secretnr1 for Ext rnal ffa1rs, 
Cap Town. 

United States Proposalo tor 
Ant rct1o Reg1m 

With reference to 1our Minute P.M.102/2 on the 
above subject, I w1sh to report ae follows : 

l. On rec i pt of the minute, I prep red Note in th 
form ot n aide memoire for present t1on to the Arg nt1ne and 
Ch1lean Fore1gn Offices and was able without th usual delay 
to eoure an interview vith the Aoting Foreign M1n1 ter in 
Buenos Air s. Dr. Bramugl1 had not yet r turned from Paris 
and th1a r ot ho.d some dvantage aa ther 1s feeling 1n 
Bu nos Air a that General Sosa Molina who 1e also Minister 
of War probably 1n general has more influence ~n the Argentine 
Cabin t than Dr. Brnrnu 11a; on the Antarctic question in 
p rtlcular, l have l•ttle doubt that h hae the greater 
int'lu nee. 

2. In the int rv1ew I m de a etate nt to ~~m on the 
lines of four letter to the Norwe 1an Minister 1n Fr toria 
and o.t th conclusion handed hill the 1de 111emo1'r • 

3. During my state~ nt when I ind1cat d our 1ntcrest in 
bin aseoci ted uitJi any international org n1z t1on or 
m clt1n ry which may be Clev1sed for control and dl!lin1 tr tion 
of the Ant retie continent, he interrupt d me with a question 
very eagerly put: 11Would South Mr1an r oo nif Br1 t1eh claims 
to eoverelgnty there•? 
I r plied thllt, as I had stated, South Africa was at the moment 
not de l1n with ny of the confllct1n~ el 1me, ehe v e in 
fact not yet in a position to co ~nt on the Am r1c n propos le 
which were only now being stud!ed by the Union Gov rn ent; for 
the pr sent South Afr1cn w o only pl cinfi on recc!'C.'! her inter et 
1n the matter and h r et ndpoint on the v r1ous 1R uee would 
have to be awaited. 

4. It was obvioue to ~ th t Sos ~olina•e roach to our 
claim to be ae ociated 1n nny Antarctic plan, would be conditioned 
by wh~th r 1n hie opinion w vould r ly be on more supporter 
for Brit1oh claim • 
The etatu ot the v r1ous ember-states or our Oo onwealth is 
not y t readily undP.retood here. 
ft r 1 r~ply 1t seemed t t he show d r at r 1nt reet 1n our 

position and 1nd1c ted that he cou1d well under t nd our 1ntereat 
in th Antarctic. Be7ond that he offered no cotll!l nt. 

5. I th.er upon immediately adv1oed the Oh&rge d ' Affa1ree a.1., 
Sont1ngo, 1n order to pr par h1o tor the an wcr in c ee a 
B1m1lar question was thrust at him vhan he pre ented the o se to 
th Chilean Forei n Office. He r uorto, how ver, th~t 1G 
1nterv1 w at no time tou b d on emb rra sing or oont nt1ous 
queetiono and th t he gained the 1mpr s ion that the Chilean 

Fer 1gn 



.... 

-5-

P .. RT II . --
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n ... PI'l.Si...nt-Jt.y int .... r<..st in it', Ln .. J,_v ?1[ 1..xch ng ... opinions 
on th .. l'i..p .. Ht, t.r11v .... s .... t th ... follo\,iug Jn lu ... i:JnEJ: 

"1 . Th1.. dociuty lC.;\..116 it n1.cus&t.ry to point out tn...i out­
stt.n .ing rolo of th1.. 1'uSDit n ... 011...ntist-u.xplorur., in 
th1.. 1..iscov ... ry of tho .. nttr·ctic, thuy hi..ving r ... 1lltuJ 
by th .... ir ~isc JV1..rh.s th1.. i..ssortio1. 01 :... nu1.1b.r of 
f:lr ... ign oxplori..rs, iucl.iuine th\J wvll - known B.c•1 tish 
m.vig ... tor, J ... nos C..ook, wh, u~ni1..1.. th1.. cxistunct.. ::>i 
t.n .. nt .... rctic contim.nt. This r:.>11.. of th1.. Rus ... i~ns 
in thu iscov1.ry ut th'- •. nt~1·ct1c is osp1..cit.lly 
t.pp !'unt from th1.. I'(..Blll to o th1.. •• ua£;ir;..n u.xpu ... i ti:>n 
tv tho •• ntcrctic in th1.. "'' rly 19th cunt.iry . 

11Th1.. ttuss1::..n nc. vigi.. tors rlolli11esh1. us1..n :. n1.. LC1zt.rcv in 
lel9- 1821 circl1..u thu .... nt .. r·ctic contin1..nt, first 
t.,t>pl ouchJ1.. its shorus i..nu on Jt.nut ry 22, 1821 , 
iiecov(..rcJ Pvtur I Isli.tu;, ... 11..xt.nuur I Lt.nu, tho 

Tr:.v1.rsc lslcnJe :..u~ oth~rs . In rocJgnition of 
tho sorvicus ~f th~ Russi:..n n vigL tors on1.1 of the 
sc u thvrn Poler Sc.oe rt ... s n .. 11.. • ;; llingoh:..us1..n Jt::.. . 

"2. 1'ron whc:.t is stc tou in s"'ction 1 stums thu inuispu­
t:. blo right of th"' ~oviut Uniun to p:..rticip:..tu in 
th1.1 aolu tLm 01 probl1..mo of th< ... .nnturctic . .~o 
c.ttompts to SJlvo thu pr•ool , of th1. r1..giino of thu 
.nntt.rctic without tho pcrtlcip: ti )n of thu '3uviut 
Union c n fin i :..ny justil ic: tbn. 'f.hu probl1..i"'iS 
of t.ho .. ntcrctic must bu solvv .... in th1. iirst 
inst ... nco by tlloa"' st:..ton \,hioh h'-.v1. thu hintoric:..l 
r1ght to pi...rticip:..tu in tl.iu sJlution. How"vor, 
jCC'Jr ing to r1.ports in th1.. 1oro1gn pruos c1.rtvin 
stctl.s cru t.tiu1pting to s~cur~:.. SJllltion of 
problems of thu ... ntorctic \, i t.hout thu purtic ip .. ti')n 
of th ... .3ovi1.t Union, t"..g:..inst '1hich th1,, Gu:;gr:..phic:..1 
Socioty of thv USSR ctnnot but r1.gist1,,r most 
vcisivo protost . 

".3· :No solution of th1.. problu1 v1 th1.. .cJgi1.1v ot. the 
.• nt:..1•ctic viithout t11 p ... rt cipi..ti..,.r. 0f th Sovfo t 
Union C'-n hcvc lt..g, 1 101 co, :..n1.. tho U$8R h .. s ... very 
r ... c.s'Jn not to r1.co0 n1au c.ny ..ic.r. s Jlution. " 

PRr.vn.. - ll.2 . 49. 
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Ph.V.J.. (C.c,nt' ... ) 11th F ... brut..ry, 1949° 

'L t ly", s L .. Pro1c.ssor .}. v. Kc.lvE;nik, 11,1t.riy g.,vvr1 .. 1 .ns 
by r.H,,.c..na oi unilt.t1.1•.1 t.cts ht.v... b ...... n t1ying t.J i::\Jclc..1 ... this 
Ol' thc.t si..ct.Jr J ..... nttrctic 1 n1.. t. b ... th1. il• pro_pvrt,y Ni tl.;ut 
ony c nsultr..tionG witn th1,, .,ovi1.t Unil)n, h1ch ... lea hc..s its 
int..,r ... ets in the;. J.nt:..rct1c . 

11 Th1,, G1. >gr, phict.l Joci1.ty 1..u-.1.lS 1t nvC1..uutr:,• tJ r1.. •• 1inJ 
tho Hholv w-.1rl'"' J11c"' r.w1•1.. tht t th1.. 1 '"t l l oluu1busos of th"' 
... nt.rctic wv1•1. th1. crows C.>f tho Ruoi..i ... n v<.;ss~la 'VoatJk ' c.nl1 

'M irny '. 

"Thu Go..>gr .i:>hic:..l 3oci1..ty 1...lao t1.lhv1;.io tit t tho .... ntir1.. 
coogrt phic ... 1 public of th1..: country , wl~.cn it r1.pI'\1S\..nta , ahoulJ 
not only lift its v~ic\, in uvf1.ncv of thu Russit..n initi l 
oxplorora oi the. ... nt ... rctic t.nJ , ... ccJr ... ingly , 1n 1. ufuneu of 
hiatorictl t11 u t h, but s14oull! t.lso urg1..ntl.v r1..quust thi... Sovivt 
Govul'r.t.lc.nt t.> ini'on .. th" for\,ign et, ti..a conc .. rning thu Sovi1.t 
rights ... n ... intt-r1..sts in th1.. •. nt ... retie" . 

"Ru .r1.c.blo 11
, s~i~ Pro1\..SS'Jr v. Yu . Viz1.. , "w\..rt: the 

geogri..phic ... l inv1..stigt:.tions 1Jf BcJllingeh .... us\..n c.nJ Loz1...r1..v in 
the .. nt retie, rosto11th. in our n-.nor.v by th1. i•1..port of 
L • . J . ·1..rg . Thu &ovi1..t Uni ... n, ong:..gt-J~ in thl.: Jo1~c.nc1. c..nJ 
s tl'1..ngt .1..ni..1e.r; of its young st ... to, 1..urinc th-. first p .... riou oi 
its 1.1Xiot1.ne .... n-.tur:..lly \/t.S unt.bl1,; t'1 uliVOt\.. UCJ uttcntion to 
quusti?ns lf thu .. ntt.rctic . Hom.1vu1•, S..ivic t p1..oph. n"' v1..r 
f'Jr gut tho grc.1...t 1..iecov1,;1•1\..Ei 1;iG1..0 by th ... Russic.ns in thti 
.r1nt· retie '-'ni... hOV1.. t.l\,..,ys COllu~ 1..r..i.:; it nlCt:.EISUl'.Y t.:> r\,minu thut 
priority in the uiSCOV1,.;l'Y of thu u?Uth1..ru contini..nt b1,,longs 
to thu uss1 .... ns . 

111 ollowing tho Gr1..c.t Put1•iotlc 1or thu oovh t Union ~u1...nou 
it n1..c-.ssLry t.> :.>l'g nic ........ ~h~·ling "'xp-..iition in tho ,.ntcrctic . 
This wo111\. ecmo t;, b1. uc~o 1.P nii.."' by oei1..ntific invoetigu tions 
in th1:. •. nt retie '!I. t ... rs . Thus t .1.. prolongou intc;r1·upt1Jn 1n 
the Uussion •• nt~1·etic (,X.<,)1..ui ti'JllG h:..c CJ .Iv t? t..n I. nu . 

"Howov1.r, th-. lung int1.:r1upt1un in th1.. <.xplor-.ti.1n of the. 
•. ntare tic by Russit.ns e ... 11 in no \7C.y sh· k1.. th hietoric-.lly 
JUSt11 i..i1.o r gbt of thw •• uGei· na to pC.I'ticipc.tion in tho 
solu i; ion of pro ult. .. ., of th... ....n tc.rc t 1 c" . 

'l'h1. :floor ;~o gl v~n to kot.l'-· • iir l .f>rofus or .r; . r; . ;;>hV1;;1,.v , 
who etctuu th' t tn ... Hus.;-~-n ...J!t: .• retic \,x1 ... ti n ,f Bullingeht.ueun 
t.nu L .... zc..rov ;c .. .., Cd. o n.>tt.Ll., in t.1w r ... sp ••t th-t it. untir Plll'~.Jn­
nol consist~. 1,,xelu~iv~ly of Ruas1c.ns . 

luesic n n:..vigo tiuns in •• uaai. n v ... c c.ls 11... ti..C. n th1.. 
fiLSt t ~iue V1.l' th" nnt~rctiC Ln.1 t~ ... r1..by h~ ~BSi..I'tCu RUGLiLn • 
priority for tnis uisn~v"'ry . 

In CJnclueiun th .... g-.n1.1rt-l m 1.. ting unc..ni11ou ... ly c.. u.tJt'-l.A 
th;.1 :follo vine r\,eolutiun : 

"The f 1.1nurul m1..1,, tinf of tll1.. Guog1• ... vhic l .JOelu ty of tho 
UdJR, h' ViflG h.-i..r tnu r .... i)ol't o1 th1.. p1•1..oi1..ont of ti'- vOCitJty, 
J.c· uumieif 11 L . J . 1,,rg I Hussic.n Diacov1..i1 i1.<S in tht. .nOtl retie 
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PR. VJJ,. (Cont'.) 11th F1. bruL ry, 1949· 

11! OYinc f<...rth1.r t ... th<.. n .... rtl. u ... ut., th1.;y iuc..,v r1. . tt..i•uu 
smc.11 1::11 r1 s m .. 1 1.....i t.1u Thruu r tl.1.l'Q.i th ... n ut r - .•• 11N-l 
Rozhnov Isl r .. • • In th ... sc.; ·,1t.t1.ra t. u1•u w ru 11 i• t.i of ,;h l"'a . 
Pint.lly th<..Y ... 1BCJV1.rc .. 11ir 1 . OI'L..Vir10v Icl:...r , , ikh:..ilov 
lslt.n · (in h0nJur of vtpt~ in-co i.10 or ... liikh ... iluv) ... n ... Vi~ 
.. r11rol .;,h:ishkov Islt.n.:! . ..11 thu:J\. 1..,lt.n .a nJ\I b1.c.r JnE:,liSh 
n .. : ..... n on tho r.11.. ps . 

"Fror. tho t:>outh dhi..tl:..n~~s tnu 'Voo .. Jk' i..nl! ' tirny ' sat 
th .. i1 c0urs1. fur n10 .:!u <Tt.n ... ir.> :..n. r ... turnl.. ... to Kronst .. t on 
July 24, 1821 ... ftt.r 751 '-'-YS . In eill tht..y trc.v1..rsu ... ov1..r 
92,000 kil~1otr.s . 

"Tho uuscription of thic:i r1.mcrk~bl1. voy1..ogu wt.a publisho1.o 
by ollingshr.;.us1.n un ur tho ti th 'Two Exploroti·rns in tllo 
• n t re tic Oc1.un .... n. V<Jy;..g ..... r 'unu the /or lJ in th ... Cr;ursc. 01 
1819, 1820 c.n, 1821' • Tho 'oscription C.)mprieo1.o tuo volumc.s 
~1th ~n t tlas Jf :'!Cps ~n· viLws . 

"Thu voyc.gc. 01 th .. 'Voatok' uni; '1ir11.y 1 t1..longo c...11ong thl: 
~ost r-..1t.rkt.hll: gv..>gr ... phic:...1 1..iacovl.iri"'u in history . 

"It shoul. not b1.. forg~tt1..n - t.n ... m .. 1..,nphuais-. this - th::.t 
the. right J pri.'.>rity in th<.. 1.oiscov ry uf t. nur.1bur of te;rrito­
rius ?f thw .. nti.rctic hiotJric1..olly r1...1c.ins for Huosio on~, by 
succ.Ja .. ion, or tt.o US.:3R - tho st.me i•ight h.V whi cJLF._rc.nc1,; li.ys 
clu 111 to .. u\,;lio Lc.n1.o, ~1ucov ... rl: ... by JJWilont D1 Urvill<.; , Russi::. 
n ... Vl..l' t.bunuonou thus ... rights :..n_ th1. Sov1 ... t Govv1•n11 .... nt ht.S nvt,/'\, l" 

gi von co no ... nt t.) c.nyon ... t c•;n trvl turri to1 i1.. a 1.1isoovorv • by 
Russi::;n sv ... 1111..n . 

"In the.; 20th o ntury, follo .ing tn First 101. 1- /r..r, 
inturl..Bt in tlu, .. nt:..rctic, th ... only c mt· n •. nt not y .... t 1 viu(..il, up, 
gr1.. tly 1nc11..r..sou . .. nuub-.1 o .. CJUntrius - B1•1toin, l1'rt.nc1., 
l orw .. y, Chil1:; t.n~ .. rg1.ntin::o - b1.5 ... n to l .... y 01 ... 11:'1 by unilt.t1.rr:.l 
t:.c ts t? this 01• that (..ixpt.nac. o• th1.. •• nti:.rc t · ~ cvntin ... n t . 

"ln 1~31 n..i 1 .... 39 !1orw ... y <..iu<;lL I'u• Ii. t r I Islt.r11 .. , 
1.1iocov"'ro,.. oy R.ionit.ns in 1821 t b1.. h re ... n ... 1 jJinoJ' tho 
uxpona botmJ1.;n th: ,.ustr:...li ... n 1..onu riti n {Ft.lJ.l n ... ) s1.octolf;. 
On J nu1..ory 27, 1~29 th1.. ...;ovh t uov-.rn., it inf l ..... ~ Norwt..y thi... t 
it coul not ncc~pt this ~ct1on b9 Jor y LO ll..gLl t.nu c~n2i-1..1~~ 
it nt..C as:..ry t.> r..f.urv1. i ta point .Jf vi c )IlC rning thu .. t~ tc 
11n1..rahip o thL t1..rritvry ~1scuv ru~ oJ th1. <uosi:...n novigotor, 
oullir.gsn ... u., ... n . It is import ... nt to not.1.. th· t c..t th1,; s mo time 
(J nu ry, 19.39) tho u . ..., ... . thr"ugh st ... t ..... unta t Britt.oin r.n ... 
rroncc. oleo i .. s .. rvllu its point o vi1.. on sov1..r1..ignty in the; 
... nt-..rctic . 'l'hus th1. iu1..st1vn '.Jf thu l ttlir rwn-1no" vpon by 
vi1•tU< .. '>f thu att.tu 11.;nte of th1.. two gr ...... t po\1 ... 16 . 

"Tho Sov11.. t public ... 1. Jovil. t sc 11.on.; c:.iul not nuglt.ct 
th.._ probl1.m 01 thL •. ntarctic t.n:J f .Jl'gut tn1.. right nu intoriJStS 
of' our Mothl..rl n..:: in this qu"'stion. Ht.turully t 1u G1.ogri...phict..l 
.. ~ocil.ty, r;f 1hich botl1 gr1..ut •. ntt.rctic 1.xpJ01'1.rs - .dl..llingsht.U'3Un 

nu Luzurvv, wur"' 1,vmb1..1•e ccnnot but t .... t..n intur1.-st in this 
quosti-.in . 11 

+ + + 
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P •• T II . 

PH. V. • (C nt' ) 

11 Thv fiv Jgr p! .... r ...... n u.., 1, n 1 th... n th H)tn n 
uginnirl[; ..,1 thu 19th c nturh.. .1vi... ,rn vr t11v intlu1.. hC-' .Jf 

thu -1SCJV ... J.'l s :Ji thi.. British c~pt in, Jc.1.1..u Cuok . . w .. t us 
11ut1. huJ.<.. hie v y g ... s ir, th .... 11t~rct1c . 

11J.t thu 1..n ... ..,r 1773 CJ ... ot.111.. SJutn f1•01. thu sh>r1..s of' 
Hu; ,, ... tl .. n in 31..t rch, u.., h1..1 put it , ..>!' tm, Jou th rn contifo.-nt . 
Juo t onv y ...... r lt. t ... r Co ... l: C..f.. in ti1v S?u th t1! thu •. tl nt ic uc ...... n . 
Hvr ... ho ~iLcov r .... th1. Iali.. 01 ~vorgiL n1,, ~~nlwict L~n. (thu 
~..>uth 3~n.;1cl1 Iol·n,s) , but L not :tin thv .us111... 
' EJJuth-.rn 1 , or •. nti:.rctic, c..1nt1n ... nt . 

11 In 1 19 U.l. HUoSi-n J ..... vi..l Jinis try oquipi)l. t\lu uxpi..-1 -
ti;JnS ' fr ,.H .... cc.v ... r:i,1.e; ': •Jni.. t thCJ J,utn PCJiv, tr .... othur t...> 
tho Nort}, Polo . 

11 .a.'hu cxix...iti..,n t..J thv ,.ntc..rctic r.. "'usp ... tchu ... in t~J 
vussvls . Om. 1 th ... ,r. - th1.; sloJp ' V ... &tc,k ' , t.tJut L,.O t1Ltr ..... 
long - \l~S un .vr thlJ c.>1Mm •• n. 01 th1.i m .. 11-.n.n;J m .tussit.n SL.:...:ic.n 
(sube .. qJ. ntly t.-.r;iir .... l), Cr.:.pt1..iin f ... ~: ~ui ullingshc..us1,;n, chi1..f 
of th1.. oxpc ... iti n , c.n tltv oth'"r - thi.. (jloop 'iirny', \/t..u 
c~min n-1..·~ by thu runu\7nc ~ s .... cm n (subsi....qu'" ntly .... _min 1) 
M ikh• 11 L'-' zc.r., v . 

''On July 4 (_,1,: stylu) of 1819 both sloops lvft !Cl.1 ..>n8t-.. t 
en . .::>n Npv1..1.:1b'"r 2 c.rrivc ... in HL ~u J-:..nviro . On Doc ... 11b ... r 15 
thoy wor1. in th ... rugion of S.Juth 01..orgit.., ..:iBC:JVvr1.. ... by Luok 
in 1775· Huro Jur nc.vigt.tors ~iscuvi..rt. ...... nnunlcov Islc.n-=, so 
nt:.1ilvJ in honour o! Licut1..nt.nt .. nni..nl<:ov, Wh) \t:.. .... s iliri.g en thu 
•. irny . On South GCJurgit.. Islt.n ... two c:..pl..li w-.r ... pl <.:" .... vn thu 
ric..:p, Oopu Pt:.r,Yt..inr. ((ctuully Poryc.. int., in honJUl' uf tht.. pilot 
P:>l'yO in) i:.n Cei no Don.i ... uv:.. (in h,,>nJUl' of tht:.i tUuship .:..n 
Du11i ov), thu Gult' of il'J'IJSilski (in honJUr oJ Iii ... shipi.1c..n 
H:>v JS iloki), Ot..p<.. hll.£.riyt.nc,Vt. (in ho1uur >1 , 1..1Bhipn .... n 
Kupr1yonov) . Irr.Ju dJutt .. G1..orgit. Islt.n ... thvy sc..ilo ... t..l thu 
t;outh JonJ\1ich\,s, so1.1c.. uf wh~ch wc..r\, notv1.i by Cook. In this 
group oll1ngshr.us .... n ... isco .... r.. tho volci..nic Luskov Isl:.. nu , 
no 11.. .. in hon1,,ul' ..l1 Li utun ... r1t J,cskov, Vysoki Is1c..n , 900 nl.ltru s 
in hi....i ht Lin ... th ::.ctJ.vi.. volc:...n'J Zt.v ... uovslf.i Islc.n , nc..i .... in 
hvnJur n C .. pt:..in-.Lii....itt...nt.nt " .... v· , veki . ..11 thrvv isl ... n .... s 
WO..l c.; m. IV tn\3 Do 1'r:..v1..rsu 151:..n ~B in h Jll U!' uf th .. Ul\.ll m .. v-1 
11nist i . 

" On Janu~ ry 16, lo20 thv.Y wor1. c.lo \, t, tho Hnt ... rct1c 
CJntirn ... nt (in the r1;.gion of Pi inci..GG t.1 th L .... ni..), l tul' (1930) 
noto by I.:>rwl.?giun sh;ips . .1th rt ... th1..0\. Oh.Jl'1.i t.c. r1Jt bu ... r.L 
vis 1 t\.;.. by t.nyonc.. t.n... he.. : n t Lo ... n pl:..ci.. • :m th'" T'l ... p . 

"On}\,bru"ry 5, 1020 the.. xpvi..itiJnwr...c in the.. vicinity of 
thu r.nt.orctic c•.:>ntih .... nt (11..gi n uf Pr11.i.C\.Ei6 Rc.u.hili..t. Lt.nu) • 

11 
•• ft .... r '- voytru in tho Pt.cilic Oc"'i..n thu ' V:>St:>k' ... nu 

' Ml l'n.Y 1 in th1;. a pring 'Ji 1820 .... g:.. in s'" t ..>ff ::m ::. voy r.. ·c.. thr:>ugh 
thu ,.n tc.rctic oc ... i..n . On J1..nu ... 1•y 9 ( ul J styh) lb21, tr.1.;y 
:1DC)V1..l't...1.o P1.o t .... r I Islc..n..: . On Ji:.nu1..1 y lb, 1821 tho ux~ ... i tlJn 
~isc )Vi..ro th"' mountt..inous tu1•rit.Jl'.Y m.mc.."' .. l1..xuni..u1• I 1 n • 

",. wo1.ik lt.t1...or they r ... och .... thl; 8 1uth Sh\,tlt..n1.o Isl n .... J, 
which wv 1. pl~c .... on thi.. mt.p . 
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POLIT !l.J-.L. :x:. ona. IC •~! D v llHr.L 

G.t.:1 , L.L I. E :TIHG OF HLL- UNI ON GD_OG!l.o.PHIC •. L ..>001.JTY 

L :!.ING&.:>, lOTH 1''..::B .. r.;_..l(Y 

ToL. y u g1..n~1 1 mvvting of thu mt.1ub .. rs of thu .-.11- Unior. 
G ... oc;1"··PhicL 1 voch ty ope.no ... hero . 

Tho Pr .... aL .. c.int of th ... Geogrc.phicul Soci ty of the UoJ ... t 
•• c" ... ~nici n L • •• • ~rs ..:13livc.rc._: t. r1..port Oil /1tuesit..n Diocovcri6.J 
in thv J.nt ... rctic c.n: pr1:.e ... nt- ,:;wy int1.1rout 111 it" . ln his r .... J;Jort 
h ... e:.1. : 

''In r ... c nt yuaro r"'porte ht.v ... n~t Bl-l~o.i '-'P.Pl-C.r1.. .. in thu 
worl pr· ... es conc1,,rnin3 v ... rious oxp i ti ms to the ... ntt.rctic 
l·n. Lbout spc...,ch.::a by st~t1.S.tl.n of vt.riou ... countrius on thv 
quoation :>f tho inti.rue ti .m:..l rl-gi1:io of tlli. J.ntt.rctic or thu 
pro,l)ri .... toral11p of this or th~ t ccuntry ov1.r v:.i1 ious lJ:..rtu 'Jf 
it . Thu iu .... oti:m of th1,,; hnt:..rctic ic tc.king on t..n -..cut1.. 
cht roct ... r . 

"Thv rc.. ... son for this is cl1,,t..r: with thu •. nt .... rc tic Lru 
linko: vvr;J r\;c.l int1..r1.:sts, \'lhich ht v ... stinuli.to ... th"' 
.... nhlrict..n "J ... tur .~y ~vcning Poat" (Doc011bl.r, 1947), f·;r 
uxo ,pl ... , t :cclt.ru th ... t this contin ... nt 1.1..iy Pl'OVt.. t lv 1.. 

gigc.ntic t.ru:. BLtl' ... chJBt ! 

"'l'hJ J.11t1..rctic cc;ntinunt, which <..xc.:uul.8 -..uropv ill .. iz1.., 
poocussus ~.vposits of •11. .. r:; v:..lutblc uinc..rclc (coL11 g:>l .... , 
silv'-r, lCJO ., iron). Th1,. 1:.xistunc1,, Jl urt..nium or1.. is pr•ob-
ublu . •. lt rgu wht..ling r n. s ... :..ling tr ... u 1 con uct'- in tho 
•. nt ... rctic \I ti..rs by t. numb ... r of c~untri J, inclu ing thv 
aovi... t un1.,n . 

11Th1.. eh:>rt ... EJt .. ~r r .. utus b1..t\7.J1.n tht.. thr(..u ,popul~tu. 
contin-.n s ..,f the. S.:>J.th~I'n Ho .. d ... phur~ - •• frict.., .. ustr lit.. ... n~ 
S:mth .J .... ricc. - tr' v .... rs1.- th~ .... ntc.rctic . Firu..D.y th.J 
... nurct1c 01..rvos c.s t spot ., ... i .port: nt nutv.Jrologic .. l 
obao1·v~ tionn . Tnus tnia contin nt ie -cquirin int"'rn·.ti ... n .1 
a ii;ni 1 ic-1.cc. . 

"It cc..nnot but be, n.>tl- ... t 1~ ... tho nugotit..ti n ... cone rning 
t.r.0 .~nt ... rct1c er .. ocing c .. n .. uct"' bvhin th<.. sc ... n0s ~n~ t!1us 
f ... r without th-.> pt.rticipt.ti;n .:>f th1. USJR, L-lthough tl1\.i Juvi ... t 
Union in any cos"' hts n;J ll.7ss right t•J th1... •• ntc.rctic tCJrrito­
ri1..s .iOC'JV ... r1.,. t;y .duesit.r.a then h .... a Fr nc ... , for c.x .plv, 
which cl iJ1s c.1v1..rt..ignty 'JV1..r ,, uli1. Lun .... on thu gr Jun• u -th ... t 
thi8 tc.rr itu1·.v wos ... 1scuv ... r1... ... in 1840 uy th Fr .... n.ch n vig tur, 
Du i .... nt D' Urvillu (cnM ncr.11.. .. l.f t1.r hie w1ft..) . ,, t th1.; Bc...t.l'- time:, 
tho Rust>iun n ... vigc. tors .Sullingslr ~sun .. rh .. Lc:.zt..1•(.. v 20 t vunty 
yv .... rc boior ... Du1.ont D' Urvillu pruv1.. for thv 1i1ot timv thu 
orronvou~nves of thu tllon rc..igning i~o ... s th ... t thu1v HUEJ n..1 1...n¥ 
boy on.:: tho Polt.r Ci re la, :..u ..... ~iscov ... r'"' tnv oxiatuno..., of thu 
•Lnt ... r_c tic . 

l. 



/ 
op ... 111..1.. i th t uio<:.uli .. i n on th-. • n t re t LC n tl. t no 
ut.l1..r u ln1..es ,.., c ,n uctl.1,; . Th-.. ... ubj ... ct , iut1 > u<.u-.. 
ty · r .1;0rt on "Rua..,1~n ... i.,,cuv ... ri u1 th1.. . nt. rr'ti"' 
pre, 1.nt . y int1.roi:;t in it . " Tni. t' .... port ~' 
by • c. u. ici· n L . ,. . 1..l'lJ, tn ... PI'l. ... i ... 1.nt v1 thv 
v..>C11.ty, •. n ... th .. f )1'1..IJ:>St "ovi1.1t G gr. pn ... r . l . 
Ll.f't n by rc.1\.rring tu r ... c1.nt 1,,;.x:pc. ... 'ti ,n tt. th1.. .,nt rct 
... n tu h1. int ... rvat l~t1..ly s.nuwn t:.Y otni..r countJ. 1 lj in tn ... 
o :nu1'. nip of thu t.r..;l. . Hu :..1 .. iria~ • tr1ut "th... 1uc.uti n of 
t.hu ... nt· i•ct c is t King vn · n c1.1tl. ch .. r~·Ctu1 ", nJ uucl i-c,J 
this t' be.. clot..rly i.. • .w to tl. ... v1wry r.;· l int1..r1wsts r.., isuu 
by th1.. ... nt~rctic, in pt.r•t cul. r by 1to 11inort.l ,,.., lth, in­
cl1.1u1ng poeeibly urL.niw.1 ; by its \lht.11~ Lllu c..ling tr 1..(;, 

in w1,1ch thv »OVivt Union toJk pt.rt; t.n~. by its i1upo1·t.11cu 
to u i r C':lMmunicc.. tl ?ns -..n.: nv t1.01•ology . Nug..>t it t 1.JnB con­
Ct..rning thu •. ntt.rctic wor..i g..>ing on b1.1hinC thu sc1.,;n..,.,, L.nt; 
so fc.r ''ll tnou t 'lov11. t pt rtic ip .. ti-.in, l.l thr,ugh t.y v irtuu of 
Rua .... 1c.n Jiuc:;,v1..ri1..s tho S0v1 ... t Union ht.J rights t::> •. nt· retie 
tor1•1 tJl'y nv losu th'.'.n, fur vXt .. 1vlu, thosu of Frt.nc ... . 

Mr . 1..I'6 th ... n l .... unchr... ... int.> 1..t. il1.:u · cc.,,unt of 
viLCJV~l'ivS SOiG to htV1.. bv1.n ~~"''- in 1&20 .nu lb21 by L.. 

Ruse ion 1.xp .... ui tion uu-.1...r dullingh ... us1wn 1 clc im1ng !ul' 1 t tho 
'1rst Jisc:>V'-l'Y of· the: .. r.tt.rctic c:>r;tin1..nttl r.it.ss t.1.i oppusutJ 

t .> th"' surrvun1.. ing Isl'-t~uo . Un tl10 ou tcomo of this oxpo-
Ji ti::in ho bt.Su•J th ... ch ir.1 th:..t "th1.. 1 ight CJ! p1•io11 i ty in tho 
uiscov ... 1•y of t. numb1.r of torri tori... in th1. .-nt .. rctic 
historict.lly r1..mc..ina with Russi .. un ... IJy succ1..sai.,i. with thu 
U . d . 3 •• { ." ·.r. BLrg u.i.1 ... ut.l th .. t ''1lussi<.. n1.v1..r (lbt.n~on1.."' 
thos1.. i•ights c.ncJ tho Sovi .. t G..>vorna .... nt hes n1..vur t:;ivvn 
consv~t to cnyon .. to control tGrlitorit..S uiscov1..rc ... by 
RUB 0 it.n a.>l...t.11IU ll• 11 

On the.; qu1..stion of th1.. "unih•tvrc.l ,...cto" by whicl. 
otli1..1• c:.>untrhs ht.l1 subsu1..u ... ntly lt.;il: ell irn to .• nt..,rc tic 
torritorius 1 .Mr . Burg ruc .... llvC th~·t in 1929 thv Sovil.. t 
Govurnr.11..nt ht.· ros .... rvoJ its positir.,n rvgtr~ing Norm:.y'"' 
onnvxtition of Putor I Isloni::, on1.. of th1. Jiscov1..rius ... ttri­
butou t ... Bvllinght.us ... n . Ho i...lao 1•vfv.1."11uJ t:.> th1.. ucti.m of 
thu Unitc1.. dt:...tos Govo1•nm..,nt wh1.n in 1939 it rueurvuJ its 
viowe on eovuroignty in th1.. .. nti..rcti<.: . lio conclul.Ou by 
tho Joclcr~tion that this wholl.i quostion 11 1• .... moinui..; Opl.n by 
virtut. or tho stc.t1Jm .... nts of tnu t\10 gr .... :..t Powors" . 

HiE. He;. ju sty's Uni tuu hill£;'. ;:im .. ~mbt.sso1..or st t1:.S 
tht.t th.i Jovi t Pr1.ss ht.s :fol' s..ia1. tim ... pest ahown only 
occc.s1on;.l inturuot in tho .. ntc.:1•ctic, t.l thou~h U.1.;r1.. haJ 
buc,n bril. r1wports o1 tho Unitou ~t:..tua Gov1..rn.'l'I nt's pru­
pom.ls f Jr ton .Jight Po•· ... r Con~ori.iniu1.1, 'n~ 01 tnu c utL.1us 
r1..ucti ns to those; propos. ls u so .. 1 , f thv poworo ...ippro-
t ch1...: . 'l'hv public .. ti .. m of thu r1.p~rt in quoati n 1..iulu 
tt.vrv!o.u ~PP r t., ~~rk n ... 1 st ... g1. of Sovi ... t int1..r~st . 
In thv J • .. bi...ssu1..:or' s vi ... w, such publ .. ci ty uoal.l c .... rt inly 
not h.:v1.. bo1.n e1van to th ... Gooc1.phici..l Soci .... ty'a clt.i s if 
thuy h.. not hi..l. tho prior t.pprov ... l of tho Sovil:lt Govt..rn-
1,vnt . Similc.rly, tho &ocit.ty' 8 uu;n .. n..:: for LCtion by th<; 
Sovi1.. t Gov..,rnnR. nt must clu:.. rly ht..Vl bo1..n c..pp1 ov u, if not 
L c tulilly inspil'C u, by t.hu Kr1..nl in. It m:..y t.. ro ful'I. b(, 
rv .. sonc.blu t...> oseumo thut aonu 0f:1 icic;.l Sovi... t move of the.: 
kind suggustv' in thu rvSJlutiJn pt6Su~ by tho doci1...ty will 
bl. 1orthcoriing c.t somu futuru Jc..to . 

I h~vo th1.. hon ur t > bo 
vi.l', 

y ,u1• •• oat obu~l1Jnt 
hurnbl... ourvt.n t . 


