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(This is an unparaphrased version of a Secret cypher message and unless it
is marked O.T.P. (One Time Pad) the text must first be paraphrased if it
is essential to communicate it to persons outside British and United States
Government Services.)
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My telegram D. o, 1064, Antaretis.
Following ere latest developments:
(1) Byrd Expedition

Ag was recently cnnounced in press, expedition sailed op 2nd
Degembar Trom east =nd west coast Unitea gtates ports., According to
“rimes” correspondent in Rew York, fleet on arrival in Antarctic will
divids into three secticns, eastern group procesding to Peter I Island
and thence eastwards; western group heading for point acuth east of
New Zeoaland, thence following edge of Antarctic westwards; central
group sailing for Scott Island with ultimate intention of entering Bay
of Whales and establishing air base on Ross Ice Shelf near Little
America, It ie thought that air base would be ready to receive
transport aircraft early in January.

(2) Argentine Expedition.

It was announced recently in the Argentine press that the
expedition wonld sail this month, accompanied by Chllean officers.
According to reliable pource Argentine Naval Authorities intend also to
despatch vessel to establish meteorologicel post in Arvgentine Islands
(about 180 miles from Marguerite Bay) and if poesible to leave party

there in permancent oeccupation,

%

(3) Ergpoved Chilean Expedition.
It was snnounced from Santiagoe in November that frigate would be
sent to Antaretiec in Jamusry or Februery 1947 and that Argentine
F

officers would be invited to take part in sexpedition.

]

() Privete United States Expeditions. "
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No further information is availsble regarding the progress of
Ellesworth Expedition. ¥inn Ronne appears to have decided, however,
despite warning that base at Marguerite Bay is now occupied by Falkiand
Islands Dependsneies Survey, that he cannot alter his original plans
which contempiate esteblishment of base in that lovelity. In view of
difficulties which may posaibly arise both with Ronne and with
prospeative Argentine and Chilean Expeditions, we are urgently
gonsidering Whnat further instruetions if any, should be given to
leader of Burvey. Our preliminary feeling is that he should be told;:=-

(a) to inform Uaited States or any other vieiting expeditions
that Marguerite Bay ie under British soversignty.

(b) to maintain his position as civil representative of Governor

of Falklend IYslands Dependencies, and in event of difficulties to
yield only to superior foroce.
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despite werning that base at Marguerite Bay is now ocoupied by Falkl j
Islands Dependencies Survey, that he cannot alter his original plans
which contemplate esteblishment of base in that locelitiy., In view of
difficulties which may possibly arise both with Ronne and with
prospective Argentine and Chilean Expeditions, we are urgently
considering what further instructicns if any, should be given to
leader of Survey. Our preliminary feeling is that he should be told:=

(a) to Anform United S8tates or sny othsr visiting expeditions
that Marguerite Bay 12 under British soverelgnty.

(b) to maintain hie position as civil representative of Governor
of Palkland Islands Dependencies, and in event of difficulties to
yield anly to superior foros.
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despite werning that base at Marguerite Bay is now occupled dy Falkiand
Islands Dependencies Survey, that he cannot elter his original plans
which contemplate establishment of base in that lovelity. In view of
difficulties which may possibly arise both with Ronne and with
prospective Argentine and Chilean Expeditions, we are urgently
sonsidering Whnat further instruections if any, should be given to

leader of Survey. Our preliminary feeling is that he should be told:=

{a) to inform United States or eny other visiting ezpeditions
that Merguerite Bay 12 under British soverelgnty. ;

(b) to masintain his position as civil representative of Governor
of Palkland Islands Dependencies, and in event of difficulties to
yield only to superior forece.

(e)/
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despite werning that bass at Marguerite Bay l1s now occupled dy Palkiand
Islands Dependeneies Survey, that he camnot elter his original plans
which contemplate ssteblishment of base in that looclity, In view of
difficulties which may posaibly arise both with Ronne and with
prospective Argentine and Chilean Expeditions, we are urgently
sonsidering what further instruetions if any, should be given to

leader of Survey. Our preliminary feeling ie that he should be told:=

(a) to inform United States or any other visiting expeditions
that Marguerite Bay is under British sovereligaty.

(b) to meintain his position as civil representative of Governor
of Falklend Islands Dependencies, and in event of 4iffioculties to
yield only to superior foroe.
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10/88/2,

January,1947.

Dear Joosts,

South African clalms.in the Antarctie,

T was to=day reading throuzh cur flle
in preparation for a forthocoming mesting of the
Polar Committee when I came across a telegram =
lio. 1877 of 27th December = from Primus sent
while I was in New York, asking whather the
United Kingdom Government would see any advantage
in the Union Government staking a claim in that
portion of the aintarctic lying immediately South
of the Cape of Good Hopa, This enquiry was
duly transmitted to the Dominlons Sesretary
but no reply has been recaived,

It appears to me that the enqulry
g made without loeking at the map. The arsa
in guestion = Queen Maud Land - vas surveyed
by Norweglian explorers and has been placed
mder Norwsgian soversigaty. o one is likely
ko question the Norweglan claims which have been
recognised by the United Kingdon, australian
] # Zealand Governments. The eircumstances
ars set out in Chapter XITI of a Forelgn Office
publioation, "Territorial Claims in the
ntaretior issued May ls%, 1945, ocoples of whi
W sent to you under cover of Dominions Of
igaspateh D. 158 of 10th Ovtober

ifraid,thererore, there
z able to annex a 8liod
1sation for our rebuff

Yours sincerely,

G.F. JooBla F8q.,
Department of External
Jape Towh,
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despite werning that bases at Marguorite Bay is now occupled dy Fa
Islands Dependencies Survey, thet he cannot slter his original plans
which contemplate esteblishment of base in that locslity. In view of
difficulties which may possibly arise both with Ronne and with
prospestive Argentine and Chilean Expeditions, we are urgently
considering what further instructicns if any, should be givem to
leader of Survey, Our preliminary feeling is that he should be told:=

(8) to inform United States or any ofher visiting expeditions
that Marguerite Bay is under British sovereignty. '

(b) to maintain his position as civil representative of Governor
of Falkland Islands Dependsncies, and in event of difficulties to
yield only to suparior force.
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' 19/08/2, J0th Maroh, 1947,

Dear Chadwiglk,

I return herewith Copy
Mos 74 of the Territorial Cleims in
the Antarotic for whioh I am most
grateful,

Yours sineerely,

*hadwlok Téq.,
'he Dominions Offica,
Lendon,
.
e [ ] l.

MPIYRALVUUE = ] iz \J‘}IL‘.P‘C!!-‘" ’
South west,

P, Jooste FBQ.,
Department of Extern 1 Affairs,
G 8 pe Towh.
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deaspite warning that base at Marguerite Bay is now ocoupled by FPa
Islands Dependsencies Survey, that he camnot alter his original plans
which contemplate esteblishment of base in that lovslity. In view of
difficulties which may posaibly arise both with Ronne and with
prospective Argentine and Chilean Expeditions, we are urgently
considering what further instructions if any, should be given to
leadler of Surveys. Our preliminary feeling is that he should be told:=

(a) to inform United 8tates or any other visiting ezpeditions
that Marguerite Bay 1= under British soverelgaty.

(d) to maintain his position as civil represcatative of Governor
of Palkland Islands Dependencies, and in event of difficulties to
yield only to superiocr foroe.

(e)/
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despite werning that base at Marguerite Bay is now occupled by Falkiand
Islands Dependenciss Survey, that he cannot alter his original plans
which contemplate esteblishment of base in that looality. In view of
difficulties which may possibly arise both with Ronne and with
prospeative Argentine and Chilean Expeditions, we are urgently
considering what further instructions if any, should be given to

leader of Survey. Our preliminary feeling is that he should be told:=

|
(a) to Anform United States or any other visiting expeditions b
that Marguerite Bay is under Britiesh soverelgoty. T

(b) to maintain his position as civil representative of Governor
of Palklend Islands Dependencies, and in event of Adifficulties to
yield only to superior force.

(e)/
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CABLEGRAM TO:;” PRIMESEC: CAPE TOWN.

DESPATCHED 16th Pebruery 1948m.eessegileg gy A
N p
B , , I

fT0P SECRET
No. 103. In my minute No. 19/88/2 of 13%th February I reported to you
tentative and informal suggestion which State Department had made

to United Kingdom Government for United Nations trusteeship

arrangements in Antarctie area. ILondon newspapers to-day cerry
reports from Cape Town of departure of eruiser "Nigeria" with

suggestion that she was bound for Felkland Island Dependencies.

At meeting of C.R.0. to-day we were informed that the ship is in fact
sailing for this srea (where ®he will receive further orders) as
counter-demonstration to arrival of strong Argentine naval force.
At the same time United Kingdom euthorities consider it urgently

necessary to discuss whole guestion of Antarctic poliey with United

States Government with a view to establighing if possible s common
policy. United Kingdom Government are particularly opposed to
talk of internstional trusteeship in an area adjolning important
strategic route round Cape Horn; and they do not wish to give Soviet
Union through her membership of United Nations opprortunity for
intervention in this question. They hope to persuade United

States Government to agree with this view but cuestion is, of course,
extremely delicate in view of its implications for western
hemispheric issues. It was explained that departume of "Nigeria"
was purposely delayed until after initialling of economic agreement

with Argentine.

Wie understand that C.R.0. are telegraphing you on the subject.
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The United States has not altercd ite 1
position with 4 tarctica, but in view of the
incrcasing British, argentine, and Chilcan intercst, 1
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the text must first be paraphrased if It is essential to communicate It
to persons outside British and United States Government Services
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CABIEGRAYN -FROM: Si BB A S TDTANS TGS wer o s
VADLBGRAN -PFROM: SECRETARY TO THE PRIME MINISTER,CAFE TCWN. ’ﬂn

DATED 19th February 1948 (recd. 20,2.48,) |

L~ - s Jo CRe

IMMEDIATE

TOF SECRET Addressed High Commissioner London No. 114%,
_ﬂrepeated External Ottawa No. 8, Canberra No. 13, Wellington No. 14,
't%?g. Legation Washington No. 36. (Saleg please inform British

Embassy). Secros circular D FNo. 97.

ANTARCTIC, the Union Government take note of the proposals of

the U.K, Government and approve the contemplated approach to the

United States Government.

Ae regards British claims to the Falkland dependend es
they asre sufficiently well founded to place them before the
International Court of Justice or similar judicial tribunal.

With regard to the rest of Antarctic the Uniocn
Government consider the International Trusteeship idea inadvisable.
It may bring undesirable parties on the scene and in any case
ecreate confusion and put whole area intc the mwelting pot. It may
open up prospect of similar action in the North Foler Regions
and North Pole iteelf and reise issues of far reaching importance
for the future security of the West. Both North and Socuth Felar
Regions should be kept out of reach of the Security Council as at
present constituted and their control postponed until the International

situation has been stabilised on a more satisfactory foundatiocn
then present U.N.O. basis. /EC *putilated word
















Any telegraphic retransmission of this secret cypher (publex)

telegram must be prepaid in a one-time system.
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i Any telegraphic retransmission of this secret cypher (publex)
s N telegram must be prepaid In a one-time system.

- GCOMMON) ALIUND

"SWARD TELEGRAM TO COMINIONS OFFICE

|



"

rrd




™o
.
Py 4 4
1V
4

vt
Ty 3
.
i v

- .

‘a i L ii
yalod Bl 1t ¥ OO 1

rience 1 1 ; \ m 3
w4 ' y | ' 1
g 7 ¢ 4 & 3
1 £ 4 v O 38l [
i J Wide ‘
+ . T 19 e ‘
v i . ;
v 4 ¥ : + 3
" A 1186
: ) i T »
1 $ } i =
} 4 - » » 4 1 f
¥ - d - : L
. . ) + ’ i
{ ] a
arlid ? S )
' - 1" 4 4
' r ] . ¥ '

|
|




Sarrel |~ .
ois Y T p

This Is an unparaphrased version of a Secret cypher (typex) message and I
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to persons outside British and United States Government Services
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