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. ·r d emorandnm was in the Covernmcnt as far as poss1l>lc. he secon m 

following terms :- . I d 
"The ·orwerrian Government have not su.ffic1cn~ know e ghe 

• 
0 

• r l t h Bn't1sh chums to eac of the basis upon which arc ounc cc t c. ' rt d 
one of the territories which the I.1st lmpcnal Conference assc c 
to b1~ Briti~h. 'fhC' Nol"\\<'ffian Gov1 rnme!1t, however, !lr~ 
prepared to e."press their wilhn9ness to refrnm from occupymg 
any land within these territories. ' 

-l:i·l. Sir R. Li1:dsav then informed the Minister that Tlis :'ilajcst~"s 
Gm•1•n11m•nt \\;thdre,\• nil claim to Bonw•t fsland and would raise 
110 ohjt>dion to ih annl'xation bv th1· Norw1•gian Govcn.Hncnt. No 
more formal notification \\ttJS C\'<?r made to the Norwegian Govcrn­
nl<'nt of tht! rc>nunciatiun of tlw British claim to Bouwt Jsl.an~l. but 
tlll' dl'cision of His :'ifajestv's Govcrnml'nt was madt! public tn the 
form of answ1•rs to q1wstions in Parliaml'llt on Nm·l•mbPr 19th. 1~28. 
Tlw :-uhstancc> of the two memoranda n•;td by lhc Norwegian '.\fimc;t~r 
.it his la~t inten·iew was not made public eithl'r in this country or m 
l\orwa}'. 

455. Since 1927 ~onray has strengthene1l her claim to Bouvet 
Island by a numbtr of acts of so\'Crcignty. A Royal Decree. of 
Augu:-;t 10th 1928, afterwards confirmed hy law, ga\'c total protection 
to tlte fur sea.I colony. Cnsuccessful efforts \\'t're made t:i erect a 
meteomlogical station on the igland when numerous landings were 
1'ffcdcd in 1927, 1928 and 1929 (paragraph 71) . In ~o\·ember 1929 
air photogr. phs of the whole i-.Iand were taken ancl the coast was 
surn~ycd. On January 14th 1930 a Bill was introduced into the 
~onH'gian Parliament propo:<inK that ~orwC'gian municipal law, 
crimm. I law and laws on judicial procedure should be applied to the 
nc\\ :\orwegian possessions of Bouvet and Jhn Mayen (Arctic) 
Jo;;la ds. Thb law was adopted unanimously on Febrnary 14th and 
n.ceiwd Royal Assent on February 27th, Jan l\Iayl·n blancl becoming 
under the tt-nns of the )a\\ an integral part of the Kingdom of ~onvay 
and lhl'rcforc inalienable, while Bou\'ct Island was to he considered 
as a ~ornt~ian Dependency only and tl1t 1't'forc not untransforablc. 
A Royal Rl'solution of :\larch 6th 1935 prohibited all scaling on 
Bou\'d Island. 

456. It may be noted thnt it was contt'!Htcd by the .Norwegians 
in IH28 that there was no clt'ar proof thal I.in•rpnol Island was 
identical with Bou\·et Island. A re-examination of all the a\'ailable 
l'\'id~'nct• .of ?'\orrj!!;' "isit showed no rcasonCl hit• ground for doubting 
the 1deuhty of L1,·erpool an<l Rou\'et Islands, hut at that time there 
\\as still insufficient evidence to clispro,·e the c.xist1'ncc of Thompson 
Island, to which His ~Iajesty'!> Government had not surrendt•rcrl their 
title. Furtht'r extended '.'tearches for Thompson Island ha\·e been 
made by the Norvegia (Dec. 16th-21st 1928, Oct. 14th-2bt 1929 
and i\ov. 11th-14th 1929), and by Discovery I I (Oct. 16th- 19th 
1930). Uis(()i;ery I I made a mnning surwy of Bou,·ct lsland on this 
occa~ion. She also passed close to Bouvct on July 13th, Sept. 26th, 
Oct. 28th and Dec. 6th 1938, and made a landing on Jan. 17th 1939. 
It mu:.t now he concluded definitt>ly that Thompson Island does not 
exist ~d that BoU\·et Island is the only land in thi!> part of the South 
Atlantic. 

457: 01.1 the occasion of th_<' .'·isit .of I f.l\1.S. \/ ilford to Bouvl.'t 
Island m l•eb~arv J~~.J the ships 11!.m.l \\as franked with. :\orwcgian 
!>lam~s ovcrpnnteu B~uwt 0ya Ill black. i\uthonly for this 
was gl\'en by ~~e ~on~eg1a11 Consul at Capetown, but apparently the 
po:.tal authontles m i\orway were not co11s11lted. 

45R. Tht' histof)~ an~ gl'og~aph}'. of Bou vet lshnd an· di:>Cll'.'tsl'cl 
e.xha.ust1vc.ly, but w1.th !\orweg1an bms, by Bjan11• Aaga.ml in Fungst 
og l•orsknmg i Sydzshavet (Oslo, 1930, H11. 2) . 
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r~Iand alone, and thnt the l\\O Co\•Crnr 
h d . · f 1 nents were reallv a t • 

t c 1scuss1on o the whole \ntarctic t" .J. pproacnmg 
two aspects. The first was >olitical _ques 10n: C}f tJus there were 
con::.iclerations nnd British cffJrts in CXJ~nd tt.emtor:al. Geographical 
and the Dominions to a special ~>ositio or. 10~ cntitJcd GrC'at Britain 
the British Govemment, and e\'Jn mo:~· ~1nt1 1\~\·as .tl~e preference of 
that the Empire should have no nei 1 b ie om1!11ons conc('rned, 
or in its adjacent islands. The secon~ i_:urst a~ all m the ~\ntarc.t ic 
only governmental control over the wh ~c '".as ~mm~rcml. 1 he 
~' aters. was British ; this control had al~·an~ ~e~hst~[ m. sou~hcrn 
impartial manner hcl\,·1~en British an l "' ~ . . .. ercised m an 
"f ·l J ~ . . , • • • < 1' Ol\\ cg1an mterests : and 
1 '' 1a c:; "e1e not to be cxtcrmmatcd it w · 1.r. ' 
control shonlcl continue H'. ~I . t ,. .' G as m 1spensahle that 

, . I l "' .. , . . , . is .. a Jes ) s 70Vernment had no desire 
to cxc II< c "OI\\ cg1.ins from t hP mclnstry· an<l _. 
to an agrccm ' t t f ' wcrt:' anxious to comp 

< ••• en. 0 S('cure, ~1rthcr and even more efficient >rotectio~ 
for thde w l<li.tlmg rnclustry. 1 o sum up, there were three clen~cnts to be 
cons1 ere :-

(a) ~he desire of J Tis ~tajesty's Government that no furthc1 
annexations should be mack by other Powers in the Antarctic. 

. (b) Their dl'sirc to reach a satisfactorv agreement with 
:t\orway O\'Cr the whaling industry. • 

(c) The possession of Bouvet Island, a question which might 
be regarded as separate from the wider issues. 

\Yithou~ intt~nding to drirn a bargain, he was authorised to sav that 
f!1s ~Ia~~tys G~\:ernme>nt wonk! haw no hc;;itation in recofinising 
~orn:eg1~n sove1e1gnty over Houvet Island if they could be met 
substantially on the other questions. 

-!52. ?n October 16d~ 1~2H, Lm:d Cush~ndun. then Acting 
~e.c~etar) of St~tc fur l·orc1gn Affall"S, received the ~orwcgian 
)hmst~r, w~o ~aul that he w~s sure that his Government could give 
full sahsfact1~n o.ver the question of whaling. They fully appreciated 
also the spee1al mtcrcst of Great Britain in the territorial question. 
~.cv.erthelcss they felt that the is.-;uc.-. inrnlved shouJtl be kept quite 
dist1!1ct from that of Bouvet Island, with which they had no con­
nection what~\·cr. l.~ml Cushcnc.lun rcpli_cd that Hi~ ~lajcsty's 
Go,·ernnwnt chd not wish lo establish anv dm~ct conncct10n between 
the two question;;-, but felt that, in view of their readiness to rclim111ish 
all claims to Bouvct lslancl. they wen: entitled to expect, more or 
less simultaneouslv, somt~ such a..;surancc as would set their mind at 
re.st on the other !natter. l'hc Minister then changed his tactics and 
developed a new argument. If. he ..;aid, there was to be some 
quid pro qzw for the renunciation of the British claim to Rouvct 
Island, such a one cxistcci at the other end of the globe. There were 
certain regions in the Arctic (viz., the Otto Sverdrup Islands) which 
were indisputahlv Norwegian bv priority of di.:;covery-di;;covery 
much more recent than the Briti..,h di covery of BotJYet Island 
where the Canadian Government were cxerci:'ing some sort of 
administrath·, authoritv. Loicd Cushendun replied that thi..; was a 
matter quite outside the scope of the pre..,ent discussion,* and that he 
was confident that the ~orwegian Government, on reconsideration, 
would gi\'C the required assurances .in rega~d to ~h~ areas mentioned 
in the Imperial Conference proceedings. 1 he )l~J.Ster undertook to 
consult further \\ith his Go,·emmcnt and promised to resume the 
discussion at a later date. 

-!53. On November 15th 192S, the :'.'iorwl'gian Minister called at 
th,. Foreign Office nncl read two mcrnorn n<la. The first was to 
the effect that the Nonwgian Government \\:ould always be .slad to 
cliscus.:. ,\ith llis l\lajcsty's Government <Jl!cst10n::; of c.~nnmu11 11~t('r('~t 
such as the protection of whales and seals m P~lar regions: and ~n th~s 
matter they :;incercly dcsirecl to mer.t the wishes of HL-; l\Ia1c·sty:. 

•It was ncvcrthd , imposs1bl f r ILm to m:unlllm that clfcctl\e11occupatif~v-.is ~~=('to peit~ utJ~ .u tho aso cf the Cannd1:in 1shntls IU!d unnecessary 10 t cease o uvc t. 
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417. The British claim to the island was ad":littcrlly no\t vc;ry 
~tro11g one. Apart from the inchoate t!tk dcnvc<l f~orr 1 1 °;.1ft~ di.;r.overy and claim it could not hr clamwd that pcr1oc ica h"' 
had be<.>n mnde to the jsland by British cxpcclitionc:;, altl~u~ 

1 
a3 

attempt was made in 19'26 hy thr !Jiscovrry. \\ hich sighted t c ~:~ 
hut was unable to approach. On the other hand. there had b 
undoubted exercise of sovereignty in 1927, some months bcfo~e 
Bouwt bland wa~ occupied by th~ Nonwgian l;Xpedition, when t e 
whaling licence in respect of Bouvet and 'I hompson Islands had been 
granted hy the Colonial Office to Messrs. Hasmussen and Co., of 
Xorway. 

H8. From the practical point of view it was g~nerally .r~ognised 
that posses-.ion of the island i;; worth nothing to (rreat Bntam apart 
from its possihlc \'alue as a whaling cpntrc. On the_ ?thcr ~and, 
account had to be taken of the l'fil'ct which llic Bnt1sh altitude 
towards the Norn'f•gian claim might have nn British claims elscwh~re 
in the Antarctic, some of which might be opt•n to challenge. ~Vhtlst 
the poss1hility of an eventuid compromise was not cxclu_clecl, it was 
therefore deC1tlcd that in the fir.:;t instance it Wl)ulcl be a nrn;takc to do 
an\ thing which might encourage the Norwegian Government to 
make claims elsewhere or to dispute British claims in other areas. 
It was accordingly decided that the hest course would he to send a 
reply to the .Norwegian Government simplv infonnins- them of the 
cxistcnct· of a prior British claim ancl reserving British ngh ts. A note 
in the_-.e terms was addressed to the Xorweginn Minister on February 
15th 1928. 

·H9. At the ::.ame time it was considered desirable to gfre the 
~onw:gian Government timely warning of British claims in the 
Antarctic, in order. if possible, to forf'.,tall anv further annc.xations 
by the .Norvegia expedition. Hi~ Majesty's • Iinistnr at 0:-lo was 
ac-cordingly instructed to :-.tatc that His )!ajesty's Gowrnrnent had 
learnt from the i'\orwcgian l\lini-.ter in London that the ma-;ter of the 
Norvrgia was authorised to hoist the Xorwegian 1lag on anv lands 
which belonged to no otlwr J>owt'r, and that, cunsPqucntly, it 'sn·mcd 
clcsirahlc to remind the 0:'orwcgi::m Go\'C:rnmcnt of the discussions at 
the Imperial Conference of 1926 in connexion \\ith tho"e regions 
mentioned in the published Summary of Proceedings (paragraph 93). 
Sir Francis Lindlev was to add thal the motive of his communication 
was merely the desire to avoid the risk of complications arising from 
any acts which might he pcriormrd hy the c..'Xpc<lition in ignorance 
of the existence of a British title lo the areas n•forrc<l to in the 
Imperial Conference report. 

450. On April _2~rd 1928, the~Xorwt•gian :;\linister rt'plic<l at great 
lt't~gth tu tlw Bnt1sh note uf hbruary 15th 1928. His principal 
points were: 

(a) Bom·ct was not included in the areas spC'cific<l in the 
Imperial Conference Summary of Procadings. 

(b) The Norwegian Government \\'t're not aware of a British 
title to Bouvet, and no rcft>rence to such a title could be found 
in any ordinary reference book. 

(c) It was doubtful wheU1er the Uand discO\•ercd by Captain 
.Norris was in effect Bouvet. In any e\'Cnt, the British title 
could not be regarded as valid ac; nothing was done for O\'Cr 
100 year" to follow up the discovc.ry or to make a public claim 
to the island. 

_(d) T~1e Xon .... egian Government on lhese grounds maintained 
their claim . 

. ~51. It was decided to send no writtc~1 reply to the Nonvegian 
!l~tnistC'r, ?ut to try ti:> reach a compromise on certain lines to be 
d1sc~1sscd m c~nvcrs~ttons: . On Octobc: 4th 1928 Sir H. Lindsa 
rcc~1:·ed t.lte N,orn·eg1~.11 ~11111:;.ter and said that \~hilt; Hi~ Majesty'~ 
Gt?\:.crnm.cnt \~ere anxious ~o ,1pproach thl' question m a reasonable 
sp1nt, \\1<lcr l!SSucs were mvoh·ed than that relating lo Bnuvct 
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fortl11 administrnti~n nf tlw island uncler the ~orwcgian Department 
of Con~mt ref'. A. h.•)yal l~esolution of :\Tar<:"h 6th 19;J5 prohibited 
all scalmg on the 1 land. 

BOP\"ET ISLA. ·n 
442. Bouvct Island (lat. 

0

54., 26' S., long. 3 '.!4' E.) was discovered 
01~ J:muary 1st 17:~9 .hY J~an-B~ptistc-Charle-. Bouvet de Lozkr, 
"1th t111: bench C.."<plon~1g sl11p Atglc and Marie, but its position wa ..... 
not accuratt·ly det.·rmmecl. For this reason it wa:s searched for 
unsuccessfully by se.n•ml. later l'Xplorers, and considcrabli• doubt 
\\<IS thus l'ast upon its 1•.x1stt'nce. Further uncertainty was caused 
by tlw fa~t that, betWl't'll tlu.' dates of these -.earchr~. thf' island wac:: 
:lC'·cral tnn~~ rcp~n:tcd h~· tlw captains of sealing \"CSSl'IS, who. c 
accounts of its po~1tion ~ncl app1•ara11cc showed marked discrcpa11ci1•-. . 

. 443. Brnt\'t·t dicl _ not circumna\"igatc the islancl which hP 
d1~cow!rcd, :ind rcmm111 d unn:rt 1in whether it was in fact :111 island 
or part of a sontl111rn c:onti1w11t. Owing to fog and bacl wcathl'r Ill' 
was unahl1.' lo la11d, although ht n•maincd for ten days in tlw 
nt:ighhourhoocl. 

. 444. Tl11'. follo\\'ing not~'s are n'stdch•d to the expeditions which 
s1ghtccl the island, hut this trcatnwnt should not obscure the f.ict 
that tlwre Wl'H' also man\ 1msucc•'ssful s1.'arches. In 1808 Jame" 
Lindsay of tht• l~riti..;h snow 5.,·,m, in company with Thomas Hopper 
of tlw Oller, rc<l1scon:rc<l ti •-.land but wa" unable to land. In 
1822 Benjamin ~lnrrdl, of the .American sea!P.r Wasp, probably 
circumnavigated it :111d made t1 Ju, landing on a small rockv beach. 
wherL s• 1-. \\WC takrn. Jn 182:) George Norris, with the- Britisli 
sealers S · 1ghtly aJHI l.frcly, s, 1 t two islands which he named 
Lin:rpud Isla11d and Thompson Island. On December 16th he 
landc<l on Lin~rpool Island and took formal possession of it for the 
Rrifr;h Crown (sec p. 158). The crews of two boats sent for seals wen• 
\\L'atherl.>ound on shore• from I> c ber 18th to 24th. ~orris did 
not land on Thompson Island ' 15 I igues" to the nnrth-cast. In 
about 1878 John \\'illiam.,, of tl11 \ •rican schooner Golden West, is 
said to have land1•cl on one or Uw other island. Rastus Church, of 
the Anwrican seakr IJdia Church, sighted one in 1822, and Joseph 
Fuller, of tlw Atnl'l ican sealer Francis Allen, is said to have seen both 
islands in 1893. 

445 Jn 1898 tlw Gc•rman clccp-sca expedition in the Valdivia 
searched for Thompson ancl Li\'Crpool Islands in the positions 
assigned to them wilhout success. Lindsay's islanc~ likt•wisc coul<l 
not be found, hut a si11gl1• bland was clis~ov~·red. 111 anollwr new 
position and named Bouwt Islancl. Cons1<l1.'nng 1t proh~l~le that 
Bouwt J .... Jancl \\as iclcntical with Liverpool Island, the l!aldzvz,~ macl1• 
a prolong,.d hut unsncct'""ful search for the_ ?tllC'r~ i--land 111 tl~e 
position assigned to it by Norris. ~n 1916th~ t.:mted Statt:'S magnetic 
~ur\"ey i::hip Camtgic sightr<l an 1slaml wluch they refcrr~d t.o. f!" 
Lindsay Island, whose position agreed v~ry clo:>cly "'!th the l aldivia s 
Bou\'Ct J-.laml but did not land and chd not see 1 hompson Island. 
In 1926 th• Gcmrnn ship Mete.or vb;ite<l Bouvet bland, but was 
unable to land. • he searched unsucce:.--sfully for Thon~J~on Isla~d 
(sec paragraph 45<-l). Finally, on December l5t 19-t, Captam 
Harold Homh·edt, of the Non·~l?.ia, landrd on Bouvd, and un~lcr 
instmctions from the ~01wcgian Governmei:it. took_ formal poss~s1011 
for that country (see p. mt). The N~rvegt~ rC!namecl a! t~e 1slancl 
for a month, whaling. ~cali1~g and rnakmg c1entific ob:.en atlons, and 
then sailt•d for :outh Georgia. . . 

"16 'I ·l ·1.. :tJic Colonial Office had authon~'.'!cl R~uter.s 
-t-t • '\ canw n " 7 h 19''8 th t Hi,; :\laJC'Sty s Anene\· to announce on January I t . - a , . , ·. · 

G0 
•• • , I I r--rntcd a sole conn~s-.1on to a i\01."egia11 firm, 

O\t:rnmcnt Ja( gi' 1 C t , cxclwst\'ely Bouvd 
Mcs~r~ Joh·m Rnsm11s~1'11 am o., o occttp) . d I 't ti . 

cl.·, :l· ' I I. I for a pl'riod of ten year~. an to exp oi ie:sc 
an I 10mpson ~an< s . . f 1 .. I' ter telegram in 0:-.lo lhc 
islands. Following the receipt o ~II:> '-cud . f ' Ifs ~ra1· ~iv':; 
X . 1· . . . I t ndon w·1s mstructc tom orm ' . -

orwcgtan .;\ 1111st1•1 Ill ~' ' l9tl th t the Norvc{!.ia had tnk(•n 
Gon'rnmPnt in a noit' of .January • 1

• ba I ·t 19''7 No1·\"::tv's . ' l I I , n Dcccm er :5 - • • ,. 
pos~c~10n of Bou' 1:~ 5 ~< ·I ! . 1 b a Royal Decree of January 
sovereignty was officially p10c aimcl Y 
23rd 192S. 
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. ·I · h could be considered tn clid not proclaim our prMe11s10ns to 7.0ll~ '' 1!C 'fl ally Chilean 
res 1wllius but it cldint d a bound.iry lmc m SJX---CI IC • d ,, 

• . , t"l now undetennme ten itories and st>as "hose fronht·r:. \\. r\; un 1! . ti foundations 
. . . " The Chilean Gov<>mnwnt fails to c.isccrn .. 1c . n of -ri hts 
upon \\hicl1 the Japanese Governmrnt basts its resei"aho. t Sth 
to a triangle \\ hich sta-rting from s<:'as and lands helon~ng "t 0 tee~ 
l~1:public of Chile. e1;ds with its vertex at the So.nth Pole : 15 51 uCh'l 
within the American Antarctic; incluclt~ regions ow1wd hy . 1 e 
sinee ancient time...,, and borders t? thf:! cast .~Lnd west on zones 
ocx:upil'd by Argentina and the Umted States. 

CH AI' rER X I V 

ISLANDS IN THE SOUTHERN OCEAN 

..i:JH. l ncludec1 within the 1\ntarctic regions are spveral groups of 
islands, lying for the most pa1 t hundreds of mill)S off-sho~·c· nc~r the 
Autarctic Convergence. Tlw islawl grnllt!S con~l'ClJJ~S South 
America an<l Graham Land (Shag Hocks, ~oulh (,eur~ia, S?uth 
Sandwich, South Orkney and South Shetland hlancl.s) he entirely 
within tlw area of the Falkland Islands Dependencies, ancl have 
already been cliscus:,cd in Chapter IX. Ct•rtain other more is_olated 
islands requirl' :-;eparate tn atment, notably Peter T lsla!1d m the 
Bcllingshausen Sea; Boun.:t hland in the South .\tl~nt1c Ocean : 
Piincc Edward, Crozct, Kcrt;uclen and Hear<! bland.;; m the South 
Indian Ocean ; and .Macquarie Island in the southern part of the 
Tasman Sea : 

PETEH I ISLA. I> 
4~~7. Peter I Island pat. 68 50' S., long. 90 :lO' \\'.) wa-. discowred 

by the Russian expedition under Admiral Thaddeus von Bcllings­
hauscn on January ~2nd 1821 Hcllingshausen w.1s within sight of 
tl11• 1101 th coast for two days, out wac; unable to approach nl•arer than 
about 15 mile:; owing fo heavy pack ice. In 1898 the Belgiw, of the 
Belgian .Antarctic Expedition unclt•r /\. de firrlachc, was beset in the 
pack ice and drifted about 90 miles south of the island . Peter I 
Islancl was not sighted again until January 1910, wlH'n I>r. Charcot, 
in tilt' Po11rq11oi />as?, pass\'d about 2~ 111ill·s nnrthw.ml of it in foggy 
wcalhl'r. In January 1927 thf• Xorm•gian whal<' c<itchcr Odd I 
circumnavigated the islanrl. but was unable to land owing to heavy 
S\\'t•ll. 

4:~R On Fl'hruary 1st 19'..!9 the Norwegian research vessel , 
Norvcgia, reached the island. Tl1e following clay a landing was made, 
the ~onregian llag was hoisted, and. with the prior authorisation of 
t hi' ~om·· gian Foreign Office, Captain Nib Larsen formallv took 
possession for King Haakon VII (sec~ p. lfll ). The Norvcgia reinaincd 
then• until F1~bruary 8th, making :surYeys and scientific iuv~tigations, 
and a :small depot house was erected. 

439. In \•iew of the fact that there was no ~ood ground on which 
a British claim to the island could be put forward although the 
island lay \\ithin the limits of the extension to the F~Jkland Islands 
l>cpendencies recommended by the Imperial Conference of 1926 
(paragraph 92), Hi:-> ~Iaje:-ty' Govunment decided to rabc no 
objection to the Norwegian annexation. 

440. Peter I Island was offi~ially submitted to (\iorwegian 
sovereignty by a Royal .Prodamaho.n of )lay 1st rn:it. and this 
sovereignty w.1s ncogm:;eu by His )lajcsty's Government on 
A 11g11st 6th 19~H. 

·14 1. 011 1\Iarc:h 24th 19~~ the NorwPgian law of 1930 anm•xing 
Bo11vct Islancl (paragraph ·k>~) was cxt~ndcd to Pd1•r I Island, which 
w:!s. thus mac.le a !>ep~ndrnc~. ~u_bJect to ~orwegian civil a ud 
crnn111al law anrl lcg1slat1011 on Jlllhcial pror.cdme. T his action was 
follow('d on July 13th 1933 by.~ T<oyal Hcsol11tio11 making prm·i ion 
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432 ~n l~ebruary 2-ttli, 25th and '.:!7th 1940 Admiral Byrcl mad~ 
three ma)Of flights outlmard from tlH' edge rJf the pack-ice hctwccn 
Jonf!-.. 110 W. ~nd 90 W. I >uring each of the c flights the continental 
coastline was sighted and r<iughh.: located. It is imp_ortant to note 
that knowledge of the \\ algreen Coast of James W. l!.llsworth Land 
i'- based -:olclv on !he observations made during these three flight5;. 
In May 19-ll Adm~ral B)Td \\as reported to haYe ~tate<l that 1,100 
mile." of new coastline had been charted by his PXpeditions and that 
th~ United ~talcs th;n _had clai~b to more than 1,000,<XlO square 
miles of terntor.>~· ~o mformatton has been publL~hed ahout any 
specific formril claim~ made hy members of the United States Antarctic 
SerYire. It -rl'ms certain, howc\'<'r, that claims within the Pacific 
-~tor wen•, in fact made (su pp. 16<1- 167). 

433. A furthl'r inclication of lhc area to which the United States 
Go,·emml'nt mav he cxp<'ckcl to advancf' a claim is given in a recent 
official chart (l .'-> .. Anny A<!ronm1t1c.1l Planning Chart, a shcc•ts, 
1. 5,000.000. Compiled for the l'.~ .. \rmv Air Forces I)\ the U.S. 
Coast and Gt'oclctic Sur\'cy, \\'ashington, n:c., July 1943. "Advancl' 
Proof Subject to correction. Restricted. \Ya.r and Xa.vv Depart­
ment agenCH!S onl~ ~ot for sak or distribution "). On this chart the 
whole of the st·ctor lwtwcPn the " Hoss Dep<'lldcncy (':\ew Zealand 
Claim) '' and the " Falkland Islands Dependencies (British Claim) " 
is marked " Byrcl-Ellsworth Sector (United. States Claim)." The 
northern !unit of this United Statec. claim is clearlv shown a~ 
lat. iO "- but Peter I Tsland is shown as ~orwegian.~ The sector 
between long. 20., \V. and 45 E. is marked "~orwcgian Sector 
(~orwegian Claim) ", \\ ithout any northern limit. The " Australian 
Antarctic Territory (Australian Claim),' ·· Adrlie Land (French 
Claim)". and the "Ros5 Dependency (Ne' z. aland Claim)" arc all 
delimited as on British official maps. 

NOHWEGIAN CLADfS 

43!. Basing thor rights on Amundsen's journey to the ~outh 
Pole in 191 J, the l\onw~ian Government claimed, in 1927, the 5cclor 
between longs. 120 \\' nnd 175° W., south of lat. 85 S. (paragraph 
309). The ('astern part of this area lies within the Pacific sector. 
His iiajesty's Go\'crnment subsequently informed the ~orwegia!1 
Government that they were unable to sec on what grounds tlus 
~orwegian claim could be substantiated (paragraph 310). In 1930 
the Norwegian Go\'crnmcnt ad<lressecl _a note to ~he S~atc Dcp.art­
ment protesting agninst an\ claim winch the Umte~ StatC;S n~1ght 
make to the area arouncl the South Pole, and reser\'tng their rights 
(paragraph 3 13). 

CHILEAN CLADIS 
435. Undc>r a Decree of November 6th 1940 (paragraph 260) the 

Chilean Government laid claim to a portion of this sector, exte~ding 
from thl western boundary of the Fal~land ~s~ands Dependencies to 
)(1ng 90 W. It is unclcr:-tood that this mernhan w~s chosen ~s the 
\\ec;trrn limit of Chilean claims on the groun~I that it pass;s sh&htly 
to the west of the Chilean j,Jand of Juan l•ernandez. No Chilean 
explorer ha5 C\'Cr visited the n•gion. 

JAPA~ESE INTERESTS 
435a On .No\'t'llllJ~r 13th 1940, the JaI?anese

11 
Legation i!~ 

Santiago pre:-;cnh•d the Chilean Go\·~rnmcnt wnh a vcrb~l n~~e 
referring to the Chik•au Decree of .:-\owmbcr 6th 1940 (p.tr.tgraph 
260). Thl' nok stated that " Japan regards hl·:sell as one of ~he 
countries holding int<'n'sb and rights in the s~1d zone.~ ,fc~r. wh;c.h 
reason she n•st'rvcs her right to asst'rt her point of 'u '' rn l us 
particular". Thl.' Chill'an n•ply, cl.tted .~o\'Cmba 29~h .1940, 
~tattd fmnly that tlll' Chilean Government regrets th~t 1t cannot 
accept tlw H'M'r\'ation of rights " which th<: Japan~~ <.lov_~1 ~!ment 
put forward to tl'iTitorics ·•within the Amcncan Ifenusp leie II· i · i 
" It is necessary to makl' it 1wrfrctly clear that U1c Decree a uc c< 

N ni.• )'cir A 
llerald Tr1bu11e, 
l\la.y6lh 19H 

O. l'mochet de 
Ill na.rra.: L• 
.;1,.1r1,1ula C/u. 
I 11ra, Santiago, 
1941, pp. 176-
177. 
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U::-\ITED STA1 ES INTERESTS 
t et asserted any 42S. The l'nitcd States Government have no ~ U ' ted State.-. 

dnim has••d on the discovt ries and formal ar'.ts 0 ~\ed indica­
dtiz1.:11s in this sector. Th<'y have, J~Qwever, provfideld rek~·m:tic now 
tions of thl'ir interest. and Amc.ncan maps o. t ,!c ' ' 
commonly mark this area as " United ~tatcs claim. 

429. In February 1929 th~ New Yor~ Times p~intcd ~ ci'~~~ 
from Commander Bvrd statmg that Ins exped.1t1on h~ t 't 
for tltl.' United Stat~~ a l;uge an·a of newh·-d1scovcrc< e~~1 ~ry 
!wt wt·1·11 the Ro:.~ SC'.:l and Graham Land (r.arngraph 317). . \\:~ 
11·arned later that Dr. L. Could hacl dPpo~1tc~I :i fm mal clarn~0 h 
:Marie Bvnl Land at Supporting Party Mo11ntu111 on Dcceml~er -

1
t 

J92H (st';. p. 161). On July 2nd 1930 the State l?t•pa1inwnt 1s~;u~< a 
statl'm1•nt to the effect that .MariP Byrd L:rncl, damwd for the Umted 
States, had hccn found to poss1·ss a11 inchi1?1'1Hknt coastal ac~css 
cast of long. 150 W.* (paragraph 322). On h1-. rc•tu.rn to the Umted 
StatPs aftc·r his seco1Hl expedition, 1933 35, .\cltmral. Byn~l stated 
that hl' had discovered an<l taken possc~sion for tlw Umtc<l States of 
a " land area as large as the combined Atla~1tic sl.'aboard states 
from :\faine to Georgia," and in int1'rvicws with the pres<> he fore­
shaclmwcl n claim by the United State:. Go\·crnmcnt to the land 
cast of long. 150° \V. 

-130. Before his trans-Antarctic flight in 1935, ~Ir. Ellsworth 
told the New York Times that. when he reached unclaimed territory, 
he wouU with the permission of the State Department, drop the 
'>tars and Stnpcs and, so far as this act will suffict?, claim the area 
we <liscoYcr up to the 120th me1idia11j fur the United ~tates of 
America." ~ubsequent reports that )Jr. Ellsworth• had m. fact, 
c lntcd out his intention (see p. 165) while flying O\'l'r tam 11ullius on 
}.o\ ember 23rd 1935 led His :'ilajcsty's Government to review the 
s1t11ation and to consider whether )Ir. Ellsworth's action constituted 
a sufficient basis (subject to the fulfilment of otlwr conditions) for a 
Unitt-<l States claim to the sector between longs. 80° W. and 150 W. 
T he \'il·\\' was taken in the Foreign Office that ~Ir. Ellswo1th's sighting 
of new Janel in lerra nullius was sufficient in itsPlf to gin: an inchoate 
title, and that (irrespective of flag dropping or planting) the United 
States Gon'rnmcnt could assert a claim to the whole Pacific sector 
bas<'d on disco,·ery and on tlw " sector principle." 'fhc <liscovcnes 
of l'nited States explorers and thl'ir formal claims, whether or not 
pr<'\iousl\' authorised by the Department of Stall>, gave for a limited 
period an inchoate right to the United Stal1•s Go,·crnment to com­
plete the acquisition of the sector by occupation ; that is to say by 
setting np the necessary administration of the occupie<l tcmtory 
(paragraph 505'., In \'iew of th<' absence of any statement from the 
United States Government, and the past attitude of the Dcpart­
nwnt of State on the subject of Antarctic claims, il was decided not 
to raise the matter of Mr. Elbworth's claim with the Department 
at that time. 

-131. The . Unite<! :,tares Go\'~mmcnt ~ould not legally put 
fon~·arcl a claim to .u al. nd .de.fimtc :.ovcrc1gnty O\'Cr the territory 
until they had fi.rst ratified the formal ~cts of occu,ration a lready 
!llade, arn~ hat! g1\'e~ further dcmon~trat1on of effcch\'c occupation. 
fhc peculiar difficulties of approach to the land of the Pacific sector 
w.0~1ld ~~ p~<'scnt secr.n to pre.elude anything 0th.er than pi:riodical 
~·1~1t~. I he mchoate tnle acqunc? .h.Y d1sc~n:ry will e\'t•ntually lapse 
1! 1t 1s not foU~wed UJ? hy such \'1s1ts. ~111d 1t 1s. clc;lr that the United 
~tales Antarctic Service <!f 1939~1. was orga~1.;cd primarily for this 
purpo::w. qn Juh 17th I9.i9 an ofhcrnl at the Stale Department drc·w 
th~ attention of a ~ember of !he staft of the British l~mbassy to the 
existence of these inchoate rights possessed hy the United States 
Go\'l'rnment (paragraph 339). · 

• The eastern boundary of the Hoss lkpcnd~ncy. 
t The rostem boand.m· of Marie B)•rd I.nm!, 

-----
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to the l~oss ~ca. ma~ing foUJ: landings, at which positions wcr~ 
a..;trono1~11call) <lctermmed, dunng the crossing (paragrapl JO" d 
.\ppcndax II, p. 165). The disco\·c1\:rs have defined l\J~ric J~~d 
Land as th~ sector between longs. 150 W and 1·>0 w d 
James W. I!.llS\\orth Land as the sector het

0

ween Jo -11gs 190' a,',1, 
and SO W. · - · 

424: It may he 1~ot<>d that tl11~ prese~t map of the coastline of this 
-~c~or 1 .h~cd entirely upon d1scovcnes from aircraft und••r con­
dth~ns ".h1cl.1 pri•cl u~lt•d the ace urn ti• cktrrmination of posit ions. 
D~n~1g lus flight. of. f<e~ruary 1st 1930 (para~ph 166), Sir H11hert 
\\1lkms ~aw, n~) 111d1cation of l~11d from approximatclv lat. 73 S., 
long. IOI \\. fhi> only other flight 111a1lt• in this longitude from tlw 
V.S.S. Bear on F1•bruary ~5th l ~)-10, placed the coast about 50 miles 
north. of the most ~011th1'rly point reached by Wilkins. On this 
occasion tlw A~1wncans reporter! that thcv had seen " snow­
conrcd m.ou~1t:un .rangl's awraging about 4.000 ft. in height." 
Such c~n01ctmg <'\'tdl'llCt', which is by no means unusual in t111• 
Antar~t1c, sugg<•sts that nmw of this coast can yet be consiclt•n•cl as 
anyi:hmg n~on• tha~1 \'<'ry ~·oughl~ located. The positions of a numlwr 
of mountams far mlan<l Ill .Mane Bvrd Lan<l have howt>vf'r bl"en 
astronomically clt'frrminl'cl. ~ ' ' 

BRITISH I~TERESTS 
425. The Im1wrial Confr)rencP of 1926 (paragraph 92) n'com­

mendcd, in effect, that tilt' Ro,,s Dependency should be extended 
eastwards and till' Falkland Islands Dependencies westwards, in 
such a manner as would ultimate!\· include the whole of the Pacific 
sector under British sovereignty. It was decided then that tht• final 
diYision of the :·wctor b.) a line of partition between thl' two spheres 
of influence should be deforretl until further economic information 
on whaling conditions in t11is region became available. 

426. It has not het'll possihle to follow up this recommenclntion, 
since no Briti-.h expedition ha-; yet sighted land within the sector 
except in the area immuliatcly around the South Pole. In 1928-29 
and again in 1929 ~JO Sir If uhcrt \\'ilkins attempted to fly acros<: tlil· 
Pacific sector from Graham Lancl to the Ro!"s Sea (paragraph 166). 
In 1928 he was authorised hv the Gowrnor of the Falkland hl.:nds 
to take formal possl·ssion <Jf any Ill'\\" territory which he mi~ht 
disco\'er, ancl in 1929 lw lmd with him a Royal Commission for this 
purpo~c (paragraph 102). Unfortunately, only one important Hight 
was uncll'rtak(')) within t ht• limib of the Pacific sector, on J•\•bruary 
1st 1930. On this occasion Sir H ub<'rt reached approximate!>' 
lat. 73 S. in long. 101 ° W .. hut no land was sighted. At his 
southernmost point ht> dropped the British flag suspcnckd to a para­
chutt>, with a documl'nt taking posse~ion of the area in the name of 
His )Jajcsty tl1l' King (se~ p. l~~). Tlie. cxpcditjo1~ did not, in fact, 
succeed in disc.owrin" nl.'!w tcnito1y outside the Jmuts of the Falkland 
Islands Dependencie~, and this claim wa::. dropped on the pack-ice, 
far from land. 

-127. On August 6th 1931 X orwegian sovereignty O\'Cr Peter I 
hlan<l w~ rccogni ed hy rn~ .Ma~e..:;ty's Governf!l~nt (paragraf,h 440) . 
In view of the possihle necessity for recognition of the sector 
priuciplt• " a:. applied to this Norwegian claim, there could no !onger 
be any que-.tion of enlarging the Falkland bla.nds D~pendenca~s hv 
moving the boundary further west. Moreover, 1f any mchoate ngl~~!> 
were acquirc•d by IJis ~!ajcsty's Gowrnment as a r~::.n!t of Sir 
Hubert Wilkins' flight of Ft bruary 1st rn:KJ (an~ tlus IS h.1shly 
doubtful) ihesl' should prol>ahly he regarded a:> hanng Japse<I .is no 
further a~tion has bC'en taken to follow th~m up. T~ vww o; the 
subsequent acquisition of. 1.1111ch ~trongcr 1~choat·~. r~ghts, b~. Y~: 
United Stat f's any new B1 1t1sh clanns to terntory \\1th.111 the I ·l~ 1111 

Sector at thl'~l1n'scnt ti111P .w~rnld 9ertai11ly he resented i_n tltP U1~1tc1d States. If JuiW<'\'t'r, the lm1kcl Stalc>s Gon·mment takes nu fu1.tlwr 
action witl;in a rmsonable time (say liw. years after the end nl th~ 
war), then other go\ l~·nmcnts m~v agam feel free to attempt t 
acquin· inchoate rights i_n 1J1c Pac1lic sector. . .. 

Lincoln 
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GERMAN CLAIMS 
• J C deavour to become 

4'.?0. An important feature of the icnnan en • f fats and oils 
independent of foreign c~untries a~ rcgardc; the sup~1;'1~ industrv in 
was the 1·ommcncemcnt, m 193C'l-..'11. of a German " 1

' S an fleets 
the Antarctic During the season of 1938 :l9 seven Gcr.m } r g 
compri i'ng s6 whaling vessels took part in ~he Antarctic w ia i~ d 
A bout half of the whale oil requirenwnts of C .ermany were supp ~e d 
in this way. The ambitions of Gcnnnn nationalism were thus eyen de 
to the Antarctic. and in 1938 an expcditio~1 _wao:: dc~patche< un er 
Captam Paul Hitscher \\ ith a view to acq111rmg territory. 

421. Tlw r.xpeclition was sponson'd bv Fi~ld-l\larshal Goring 
ancl left llamhurg in the Lufthansa catnpult ::.lup Scl!wabenland ~o~ 
Dt·cemlJ{•r 17th 1938. Bctwl'l'l1 January l~th m_1d h:tm1ary I.::>~ 
1939 approximately ~~50.000 sq. km. of frri 1tory m Pnnce ...... s A~tr~d 
ancl Crown Princc•ss ~Hirtha Lands were photo.!!raphccl fron: Uw air, 
ancl nearly twice this area was rcconnoitrccl hy t·yt• ohst'n·at10~. The 
region was renamed Neu-Schwabcnlancl .i1HI. was 1yportc<_l \!1 the 
prrss 1.o have been clairnr<l for GPrmany. Tt hes ('llllH'lY. w1thtn the 
sc•clor claimed by the ~orn·1•gian (~o,·c•rnmcnt by t~w Decree of 
.J;muary 1..Jth 1939 (paragraph .t I ~~). the coast of which 'had been 
discown•d ancl mapped by Captain Riiser-Larscn in 1930 and by 
Captain Ilal\"Or~en in 1931. 

422. The pn:ci"e extent of the German claim docs not a~pe~ to 
han~ bel'n defined, but it may he as:.umc<l to extend to the 111mts of 
th<' area 1•xamincd hetwceu longs. 14° \Y. and ~Ol) E. A map 
accompanying the report of the expedition shows the positions at 
which tJircc Hagb were hoisted on the edgl' of the ~hclf-icc and at 
which tweke flat{s were dropped from the air ovl.'r inland areas 
(seep. 166). ~o infonnation is a\·ailablc as to whetlwr at the time these 
flags were dropped a claim was asserted hy a member of the expedition 
who had been authorised to act for the Gu·man Government ; nor 
i~ there anv evidence that the German Govermm•nt have sub­
sequently gt\•en any official recognition to these acts. It is clear, 
howcwr, that the German Expedition did not start work in the 
Antarctic until fi\•e days after thl' Norwegian Decree of annexation 
had been issued. 

CIL\PTEH XIII 

THE PACIFIC SECTOR 

42:t Except for small :-;1:dors to which the }.:°onwgian and 
Chilt>an Gon•:nmcnt~ haw. laid claim (paragraphs -134 ancl 435), no 
formal a5.'>ert_10n o~ so,·cn•1gnty has ~·ct bet>n ma<lc by any Power 
over the region lymg bet ween the l•alkhiml blancls Dl'pcndencies 
and the Ros~ Dependency. 

DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATJQ}.:' 
42-t. Apart from (I) Peter I Island, which was cliscovcrcd in 

January 1~'21 by Ad_mir_al Bel1~!!0'5;1ia}1scn (paragraph .t37) : (2) a 
s!1ort str~tch. of shelf-ice ~n lat. 17 .~O S., long. 1:{(1 W., which was 
s~~htl•d m 1'cbr_uary l~.>4 by L1t-utC'~1~mt Gunncstad and Captain 
Nil.; Larsen ?unng a fhght from the. 'J h~rshmm; and (~i) the most 
south~r!y pomt:> reached,. without sight mg lancl, hy several other 
l'XP•'~1~10ns. 1 thl' e~plo~t1on of tl~e l~acitic sccto1 . lying hct ween 
l?ng~. SO \\ ·. a_ncl 1;)0 \\.has l?ccn earned out exclus1vcly hy United 
States cxpcd1t1mis hclwet'n ~9W and 1941. _ l\larie Byrd Land and 
tlH1 ca::;t ccxtst of the Ross ~h<.>lf lee Wt'T'C' d1sco\'t.~n·d a11d explored 
!>?' Admiral Byrd's 0xp~~itions of 1928<~1, 193:-l :is and 1g39 41. 
I hl• last of tlwsc expccht1011s \\;ts n·spo11s1lik for the only i•xistin, 
11~ap of t~w coast hct\wen longs. 75 \V. a11<l l'.!5 \V., based 011 fou~ 
ll~ghl!i (l_•cbruary '.!-1-th, 25th _and 27th a11cl I >1·n·111lwr ~2nd 1940). 
~o la11dmg::; \H'm made_ rluring any of, these flight:;. Janws \V. 
l~!lswo1 th Land was d1scowr~d 111 l\o\·cmhcr t 9:i5 when ~Ir. 
Lmc::oln Elbworth ancl l\h. I folhck KPnyon l11•w from Grahan Land 
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415. After clisc~1ssion with lhr. Go\·cmor of th 1• lkl 1 1 1 ·c~dthat t · d · e a an< snnclc: 
it was aE_i~ c 1 ' !1 • '~as 

11~1 1 esirablc ~o leave unrlefincd in this rcgim; 
aD)'. ter~t ory o \\ ur 1 nc1t 1cr t~1c Norwegian Go, crnmcnt nor Iii 
lfa1csty::. G.owm~n.cnt Jay d~fimtc claim. On September Jst Ill'~~ 
the Norwcgtan )limster was informed in a note ti t ff M · ~·. 
Go\'emmcnts in the l Tnited Kingdo~ Austral1'a' alnal ,}5 zaJCSlty I 

• ,, • , • • • < new .ca am 
recogmsc .,orncgian son:re1gnty over the territory in quest" Tl 
note further sug.g~trd t ha~. in o~der to _avoid any am bi :~1;~ •• u:~ 
lfe5tern l>oundaiy of the.• ~orwcgian terntory should he ~efinc<l . 
lo .. "0o \V . . ,1s nt,. ~ . 

4!6 Th~ No!w<•gian Minister replied on October 4th, statin~ that 
the 1\o~ve1:,11an_ C.ovcrnn~c·nt a~rccd to this suggestion. At the request 
of the ::;orn·ei;tan Ll'gat10n, howcwr, it was decided not to issue any 
immediate s~atc.ment . to I he press, presumably because this miglit 
raise comphcahons m connection with the Getman claim to 
Xeu-Schwabcnland (paragraphs 421 ! 422). The British recognition 
of the eastern and \\'l'St~m bo11ndancs of the Norwegian sector has 
not yet been made pubhc. 

4~7. Th? n<;>rthcrn bo~n1Clar~ of the ~orwegian sector was not 
mentioned rn either the '\;orwe~an Decree or in the British note of 
recognition. The m~moranclwn s?nt by the ~orwcgian ~linistcr on 
Februar~· 6th had raised the question of the. limit of territorial waters 
in the Antarctic, ~nd had pointed ont that the right to exercise 
control over whahn~ vcssl'ls operating outside territorial waters 
within the boundaries of the British sectors was not quite clear 
(paragraphs 183-184 and 305). The memorandum emphasised 
that ~orway dirl not ,,j,Ji to exclude other nations from the waters 
o,·er which she might t'Xcrcise dominion, hut that "\on\"egian whalers 
should be ensured a~ainst the possibility of other nations t·xcluding 
them from these waters or committing any action that might im·ol\'c 
their industry in injmy or loss. 

418. Since British Sovereign claims in the Antarctic <lo not im·olw 
claims to tht• high seas, hut only to the land and the coastal waters 
,,;thin the boundaric•s concerned (i.c~.. within a distance of three 
nautical miles from any point on the coast), it was clccicled to lt•avc 
the matter open in tlw British note of recog-nition. A map sub­
sequently publi!-olll'cl hy .t.forges Svalbard-og Ishavs-Und~rsokclscr 
(the :\orwegian Gov<?rnmt•nt Department concerned with polar 
exploration) \hows the .Norwegian claim as the sector lying between 
longs. 20') W. ancl 45 E., extending southwards t? t_he Po!c and 
northwards to lat. 50° S. This northern boundary comc1dcs with the 
northern boundarv of the l'astem part of the f alkland Islancls 
Dependencies and Includes Bouvct Island. The map also implies full 
Xorwcgian recognition of the "sector principle," a complete reversal 
of previous policy. 

418a. On January 14th 1939, the date oft.he iss~e of till' I~oyal 
Decree placing Queen Maud Land un<lu .Norwcg1~n so,·crc1gnt?~ 
(paragraph 413) a cop\' of the Decree was conunum~tcd t~ ot!1c1 
interested Govc;nmcnt:;. On l\Iarch 17th 1939 the Chilean ~'<?reign 
Minister rC'plied in a nofr whid1 might be taken as a ~ccog111t1on of 
the Norwegian claim, hut which cxpn•ss~y reserved.. all an~ ~ny 
rights which the Chilean C.owrnment 1mght assert to !\nt.m_ttc 
territories. lnfummtion i~ not a,•ailablc about any replies which 
may have been sent by otl1i.;1 GovPrnmcnb. 

419. C:,uhsequent exploration in tht> )iorwegian sccto: ha~ ~lec:1. 
carried out m 1~)39 hy u Ccnnan cxpt.<l1t1on under Captau~ ]{;~~~he~ 
(paragraphs 421--122), and, <l few weeks later, by. Capta1,n .1 ? 
Disco1:crv l l. Tile whoh• .Norwegian sector has smce been. n.imc<: 
Queen ~hud Laml . the original small stretch of coa»~ wluch hac

1 • • · · 1:i .. L - in 1930 bemg rename< been giwn this name hy Cnptam ,user- ar~en 
Crown Prince Olaf Land. 
(~829) 
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. . . 't , of }oug 140 E. This 
fact01 v Sevilla, sH1te<l land m the >v.ictm ) id l~d (not to be 
di covet) \\<IS subst.:quently named I m.1cess Af~r p · ccss JiJizal>l'th 
confu~ d \\1th the original Princess Astnd l.m~c Q~n rm \strid Coast· 
Land ''hich is now call:<l King l.copol

1
d m.~.1 L}e~~~,,;er also sa\~ 

paragraph :~7). Captam B~1, on t 1c wrs 1a • 
Ptinoess Ragnhild Land later m th•' sea.sou. 

· II d · the season 411 Pr1cticallv the wlwle whaling fleet lay 1c " unng ~ 
19·>1 ,,2; 1'n tl1e next ... eason Ca1>tain l<iiscr-Larsen madl! an t~n-

,, -..1 • • ' • ' I the .;ea-ice 
SllCCl'""fuJ atkmpt to carry out a !';ledge JOUITIC.} 3 OJU? d. "t' , 

. • . 1 60 F ncl 'JO \V Ice con 1 ion:; l\'mg ofl the coa::.tlmc between ongs. .. ~ - · 
1 

df 11 
,\·c1c \cry unfa,·ourable and the party failed to make ~ an \ · 
In 1936 37 Consul Christensen again visited the .1\ntarcltc, on t c 
'f'l1orsluwu with thC' inkntion of mapping certam of thl' ar~as 
aln.\tdy, i~ited by tht: Xorwcgia11s. using.n~odcrn 1nt'th9ds and ~qmp­
mcnt. .\fuch of the work of this expecht10n was c.1rncd ou_t Ill the 
..t\11-.trah.in Antarctic Territorv (sec parag1aph :J~) l), but on I•ebruary 
41 h 1937 new land was discovered an cl claimt:cl for Norway (see 
p. 165). On the following day this land was photc:>graphed from the 
air between longs. 40 E. and 34° E. and .namc.d Pnnce Har~ld Land. 
Two further survey flights were made m Pnnccss Ra~h1ld Land . 
. \t the same time new land was observed from th<' Thorshammer 
in long. 8 ° 28' E. 

-412. These Norwegian cxprditions brought back c~ographic 
and scientific results of considerable importance CO\"enng almost 
the whole stretch of coastlinl! between Enderby Land and Coats 
I.ancl, a region which was visited by no other foreign expeditions 
during this ... period. The negotiations ·between His Majesty's Govern­
ment and the Xorwegian Government relating to this sector have 
hrt•n closl'f\· connected with those relating to the Au-;tralian 
Antarctic Tcnitor,, and have already been summarised (pa1agraphs 
380 and 392J. It \,·ill be sufficient here to recall that the ~orwegian 
GO\·crnmcnt refrained from adrnncing claims within the Australian 
.\ntarctic Territory on the basis of the tacit understandin~ that His 
~Iajc~ty's GoYcrnment would not interfere with her own activities 
in the sector bet\n'en the Australian Antarctic Territory and the 
Falkland Islands Dependencies, an understanding which had been 
rcachc<l with the concurrence of His :\Iajesty's Go\·crnmcnts in the 
Union of South Africa, the Commonwealth of Australia and the 
Dominion of Xcw Zealand. The ~orwegiun GoYernmt·nt, however, 
\\We naturally um\.;lling to give official rec-ognition to the boundaries of 
the Australian sector un ti! ~ orwel{ian t1:xplorcrs should ha vc carried out 
suflkil1 nt work in the proposed Norn'l'gian sector to enable them to 
l'slahlish a stronger basis for annexation. 

413 . .A Royal Decree of January 14th 19~~9 placed under 
:\orwegian SO\'ereignty ·· thal por·tion of thl' .Antarctic Continent 
wlm h stretches from the boundary of the Falkland Islands Depend­
l ncies i!1 the west _(Coats Land bo.~mdary) to the boundary of the 
A~strahan ,\ntarcbc. Dc.pei:idcnc~· 111 the cast (45° east longitude) 
\\1th the terntory lymg ms1de this shore and the adjacent waters." 
On th~ sam«: day the Xorwe~ian .:\linister left a note at the Foreign 
Office m wh.ich he stated th~t his Go,·e_rn.~ent formally rccoflJlised 
the boundaries of the Australian Antarctic 1 crntory as defined m the 
Order in Council of February 7th 1933 . 

. ~1.t. In reply t<?_ a request for further infonnation, the .Norwegian 
:\ltmstt:r sent, on I•ehrnar) 6th, a rnpy of thi~ Roval Decree an<l 
a Frcncl.1 tr~1.;;Jation of a memorandum ~etting out the histon· of 
e..-.:ploratton 1~1 the. area. It was clt>ar th~t the Norwegian claim ~was 
based on pnor d1~covery and explorat10n ot a tcrTc1 mtllius but 
",hilt• tl~c Dccr~e ~ave a pr_ccis~ <lcfinition. t~> the 11a ... tern limit ~f the 
Non\:eg1an c1<1:1m (ion&-. 4:> I-..) the po it1on of the western limit 
rcmaH!l'<i ~nb1guous. I he published ~1111111i11ry of l'rocecdiug~ of the 
Jmpl'rt~l Confcrcn~e of IH~6. (pai:-.igrapl! 93) hacl statt-d that one of 
~he rcgHH,1}' to v. lucl! a Bntbh tt~k· ex1stPcl by \'irtue of disco,·erv 
mdud~d t1.1l' ~utlym/:! parts of Coats I.and, viz. the portion not 
rn111pns11d \\ 1thm the h'dklancl Islands Dq>1'ncle11cics " (i e between 
longs. 16° 30' W. and ~0° W.). · ·• 
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south, bu.t n~ade no con~rn( nt to suggest that he rcalbf~d the irnport­
an~ of ht . d1:co\'ery. ~o part c~f the coastline of thi. ... sector wa.;., seen 
3,in until IJ04, when l>r. \\ . S. Hrur.c disco\•ered the rtl 

. fCo~t· I ... d l ll)t-s· • no tern ~rt1on o <l s -0 n · n • ., tr l~rucst ... hackleton made a landfall 
a little furthe1 cast, and cxtcnd;•d Coats Lancl to long. 16 :JO' w. 
llo~t of Coats Land thus lies within the Falkland Islands 
1>epen,dcnc1c..c., ~ut ,thc

1 
shctch of C<;>ast extending between long~. 

'.?') \\. and 16 30 \\ .. although chscovcrcd bv British explorers 
remained outside the boundary of the Dependencies. ' 

.W7. The ~uhscqucnt l1i~tory of the exploration of this sr.ctor is 
ahnos.t exclusively Norwcgin11: Thl' four voyages of the Nn>iicgitl 
o~ant~ed by ~onsul Lars Chn_~tcn.;cn between 19~7 and 1931 were 
prun~nly molt,·atc<l hv a desire to obtain information about new 
whaling grounds and to '>~k~uanl ~orwcgian whaling interest~. It 
had been slro1~gl~· felt 111 \orway lhat the regulations as to licences, 
leases and d';Jtic.s_imposc·cl by the British Government were restricting 
the ~orwcg1an mclustry. While fully realising the necessity for 
tnternat1011al agr~·emcnt .on rat.ional exploitation, the Norwegians 
undoub~e<llr rescn~c.<l this for~1gn control which arose despite the 
predommatmg pos1t1011 that \orwuv had alW<l\':> held in Antarctic 
whaling_ and the promincn.t part that ~orwc~ians had playnl in 
Antarctic c....:plorat1on. Dunng till' years 1919-28 ~orwcgian whalers 
paid £437.221 in duties lo the Falkland blan<ls Gon:~nment ancl 
further dutie.-. were paid to the ~ew Zealand Government for Roo.;s 
Sea licences. Consul Christensen himself hacl never approved of th 
~tor principh• a ... applied in the .\ntan:tic, and he had strongh• 
supported Xorwt•gian claim in or<lcr to counteract the extension tl'f 
British claims. It \\as not until after 1929 that almost the entire 
whaling industry became pelagic nnd tJ1erefore Jar~dy indcpcndcut 
of shore ~tations and the licensing sy!>tCm. 

408 . .By 1927 Consul Christensen had planned to hrin~ under 
Xorwegian sown•ignty all the land between longs. 20 W. ancl 
60 E., iu addition to Bouvct and Peter I Islands. In this project 
he was supported by the ~onn•gian Foreign Office, but he was 
instructed not to name or claim any land which had pre\ iously 
come under the dominion of othr.r powers. For these reasons the 
expeditions promoted hy Consul Chrisfrnsr.n concentrated mo:>t of 
their work in the sector laying bctwccn Enderby Land an(l Coats 
Land. 

409. \\'hen tlw Nnn·tgia rncl tlw Disco'l.•ery off Enderby Land on 
January 14th J 930 the lea< le rs of the two expeditions agreed on 
long. 45 E. as tlw bo11nclnrv lin" hetween ~orwegian and British 
intert.;sts (paragraph :~5~~). 1\l'cor<lingly the Norvegic1. sailed westwards 
along the coast. Captain l~iiscr-Larscn then made l11ghts to the south 
which resultc<l in the disco\ ery of Queen Maud Land (-.ubsequently 
rtname ' Crown Prince Olaf Land) and Crown Princess l\ffirtha 
Land. ~o landing \\US made, and the yubli.;;hed account.;; of t~c 
expedi · lo;1 wntain no reference to the makmg of any fom1al terntonal 
claim:,; the aeroplane did not, in fact, fly over the new land at any 
point ... However, :it a P.ublic lecture in Oslo after t!1c retu~ of the 
expcd1t1on, Captam Rn ... er-Larscn stated that dunng t~m~. re:~nt 
\'O\Cl;:!e he and Captain Ltltzow-Holm had :-.ucceecled 1!1 tukm3 
Jl0$~es:-rion of h\O JlC\\ land-.." On th_: .;;rune occas1on Consu 
Chri:-.tcn:,en thanked Herr Esmarch, the ::,ccretary ~eneral c:>f the 
Mini:-;trv for Foreign Affairs. for his ass.is.tancc, and :-aid that '' 1thout 
the support of the Norn~gian authonh.cs he w~~d hnve made no 
progre.<:.., " in the unusual work of annexmg land. 

410 In the se·tson of I ~l30 :;1 the Norvc·gta returned to t_he 
Antarctic and Ca ;tain Hiisu·-Lar:,;cn discovered. Princess Ragnhlld 
land o 1~ •1 1., 17th l~~H he made a fhght mland and dropped 

· n _c>rlld.!) •• •(· JC-!) Hew,tsalso:1bleto 
a flag annexm17 tlm. area for .Norn ,t) sec P· > • J> • Ol f J tid 

r- I ·t t of Crown rmce a .a 
confim1 a su1 \'C)' of t ie we~ em pa! ·v· • of the tluatin" 
llladc earlier iu the season hy Captam Borchgrc mk • , ,h~ 
factory A 11tarctic. Dur~ng t hi~ scaCason t: _nu~~~o~;e~t~~ t·h~~o~~i~g 
VCSs<>ls added to th1•sc d1scovene:.. P a111 a • 
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. • t 1 t 6(Xl miles within the 
Jnnuary 11 U1 tarted from a point cl. cas ·hich the pla:ne 
i\ustrnhan boundary, but possibly tlw ice floe from \\ 
took off was outsidr• territori~l wat<.'rs. 

. t t•d 404. The> \ustralian Counc1Ilor at Wnc:;h!ngtop was msh n~ct. 1,; 

. . . . f 11 •th ti " 1 •n1ted Stat<.'S ant on t<.'S, to misc tlus qut'Stlon m onnn Y \\ ~ . ll '"' • • 
1 

Mr Cordell 
m oiding rderence to the confidential mlorrymt ion ~bot t · ·

1 
State 

Hull's k ttu The C'lunciUor \\as gh•en thC' nnpn'Sston that t ie . 
1 

d 
Department. had not consiclucd the matter, hut .he w~~ rci~.mcr~l­
that the State Department hncl always n: cn·~<l tl~eir position. r fath 
ing all Antarctic claims and took such action 111 tlw casi o. e 
a,grccmcnt with France regarding mutual rights of a1'roplane ilight' 
in 1hr Antarctic (paragraph 370). 

PLA~S FOR FUTUHn AUSTRALIAN TNVESTIG.ATIO:\S 
405. On :\Ir. Ellsworth's r<'turn to J\ur;tralia in Fchmary 1939 

(paragn..ph 402), tlt1· Commonwealth C~owrnmcnt purchased ~lw 
Wralt I cap for a fraction of her original cost and \\'l'rt' contcmplatmg 
Curl h1T \ntarctic l'xploration and n 1search uncl<•r the general 
direction of Sir 1 )ouglas ~Iawson. Sir l lulwrl \Vil.kins, _upon \:·hose 
n.c01nm1·nclation the Wyatt Earp hacl been acq111r~'cl, imm<:ilmt<'ly 
put forn a rd proposal!; for cc;tablishing mctcorolo,:1c.a.l s~at 10ns on 
l\lacquarie Island and in the Australian Antarctic 1 erntory, and 
sugge~t1·d that if the Australian Gm 1•mmcnt won Id lt>nr1 the Wyatt 
Harp he would himself undertake to equip the t xpt•dition in all.o~hcr 
rcsp1•cts, and would co-opcrat<' clo:,cly with the proposed Cm~ed 
States Antarctic Service, by exchanging an<l relaying meteorological 
reports. In view, hm\·c,•c.r, of the international !>ituation, the Wyatt 
E11rp wa:; fitkd out as a munitions ship for the Australian navy, 
and ou August -Jth th<' Federal Cabinet r<'jl'Clcu Sia Hube1 L':,, 
proposals, l~cause it was th<'n felt that the organisation of an 
Antarctic expedition should he deferred until more pn•:--;ing claims 
on finruJCL'S had 1·a-;cd. \\'hilc hopes for a new 1•xpcclition thu~ dis­
npprarcd, an interesting developmt.!nt of mon' prrma1wnt significance 
had occurred. Sir Douglas Mawson had reached a pn'liminary 
agrcunent \\ ith leading membus of the Gu\'l'mmc-nt that tlwy should 
maintain the Wy,1tt Earp and make ht'r ;n·ailahll>, mamwd with 
11aval personnel, tor approved scientific par tit>s organised to work in 
till' Australian Antarctic Territory. He then t urnccl tu the Uninorsitit;s 
for lwlp with the $cientific progrnmnw. Tlw cldt•gates at the 
J\ustrnlian Vice-Chancellor's Confrrenc1• wt>n' in agn1c11wnt that all 
till' Au~tralian Uniwrsities should co-operate in mai11taini11g a 
p1•1mancnt scientific party on tlw Antarctic continent fur a p0riod 
of not le:ss than fifteen )'l'ars. Help froni each Uniwr:-ity would take 
the form of pro\•iding each yl'ar the expenses for one or more po:-;t­
f,~1<l11ate students or mcmb~r~ of staff who would u11dl•rtak1• investiga­
twns mto some branch of -;cicnce. As a base for a permanent Antarctic 
s~ation for Australian occ~pation, Cape Frcshfield in Ki11g George 
\ Laud appeared to provide th" most favoumblc site. and it was 
proposed to investigate the possibilities of this nrca during the summer 
of 1940. The \\ar, howc\ \:r, prcwntcd any further development 
of these plans. 

CHAPTER XII 

QUEEN MAUD LAND 
DbCOVEHY, EXPLORATION AND NOHWEGIA~ Cl.All\ls 

:~06. It \\as in this sector that the firsL undouhtcd laud of the 
niam !nass of the J\nt~rchc Continent wac; see11, although not 
11'cogn1sed as Ian~. On l•c~'r;tary 16~h* 1820, only one month after 
Bran:.fil'l<l Im~ s1gl~tcd Tr~mty l'emnsula, . Captain Bl'llingshausen 
s_aw f_hc shclf-~ce of~ what ts now cnllccl Pnr1c1 ss Astrid Land. He 
c1e-.cnbed the ice chffs and ll1t.! upward sloping surface towards the 

• Con•"-lOO to l1regonao Cal~Dd&r 



109 

~ ·101. l\lon• rt ct ll~ly th~H has been rPaso11 to ::.t1ppo c that tliC' 
~tat1> llep~rt.lll lit JS not opposed to thC' extcn ion of Amc•rfoan 
m_ten' ts '~·1th111 the Ausltalian Antarctic Territory. In i\lay J9~i9 Mr. 
Lmcoln. J:lls\\Or~h a11n11unccd his intention of undertaking anothC'r 
Ant,trct1c l''XJ> d1ti'on in tl1c region of the " l~11derby qu.Idrant ". In 
a lctt.t•r to. tlw pr~s tw specifically di$claimcd any intention of 
as.'>t'rtm~ nghts .owr territory in this region already claimed by 
Austral!a· Ht> ~\as accompanied by Sir Hubert Wilkin , who vi ited 
A11s!ralia on hrs \\ay to ic>in the expedition m South Africa. Sir 
H11lw1 t call<'< I upon tl1t• ~linister for External Affairs and informPcl 
him that ht• was goi11g \\ith ~lr. EIL"worth not as a memhcr of tlie 
expc•dition, hut ~ "tt dniical advi~.:r ·· only and that whilt> in tlw 
Antarctic lw wonk! lw free to net indept'ndei1tlv in any way that tlw 
Commonwealth Gowrn111cnt might desire. He offered to 1.1is<' tlu• 
British flag on any portion of tlw contim'nt within th!' .\thtrnlia11 
Ant,m tic Tnritory that might be \·isitt-cl by him. Aft1•r rn11sicl1·ration 
had lwl'Il gin n hy tht· Dcpn1iment to Sir Hubc•1 t\ offer, it was 
clccickcl that furtllC'r iaisings of the fla~ or thP reading of additional 
proclamations was unnec('ssary. The reasons for this Wl'l'l' t•xplnirwcl 
to 1..iir I l uhcrt, who wa., supplic'd with " considt rabh_• ·1m01rnt of 
matc·rial denling with earlier actiYities in thC' Australian scdor, 
including copit's of th<" five proclamations r•'ad by Sir l>nugla 
Mawson during- thc• B.A::\.Z.A.R Expedition. and a copy of the 
Australian Antnrctic Tt·rritory .\cceptance .\ ct. It wa.; felt that the 
utmost circmnsp1'Ction should be used not to provicl•' a~y gr01111t! for 
rcscntnwnt in tlr1• mind nf Mr. Ellsworth. It was accordmgly dl'cult:d 
that the inten•sts of th1• Commonwealth Go\'Crnmcnt could best he 
furthen•d hy i~suing to Sir Hubert a general authority, sig!H:d by 
the :Minister for Extcrn;il Affairs, \\'ho is in chargp of the adnmustra­
tion of thC' Australian Antarctic Territory Accepta1~c1• Act_. to l'nt.~r 
upon, <.'.xplorn and rq>ort on the .\ustralian .\ntarct1c Tlf!nory. ~ir 
Hubert was thus gfren official status as a rcprl·seutahw of· the 
Commom\calth GoYcmment. 

402. The cxpPdition IC'ft Cape To\\'n for . the Antarctii; on 
October 29th 193..". Ice conditions m ~c excep~ronally c\·en:, a~d 
bv the tinw tlw IJ'va!I Earp reached Pnnce~s l'.l1zalwth .Land 1t \\as 
considrn·d too lat1: to att1•mpt a tlight across the cont11wnt to ~1': 
Ba· of \\hales as h:1d been planned. On January·' Jth 1939 · 1. 

J f I Lymbunwr and Mr. Lincoln Ellsworth made~ fl1g~1t d11cUsot.1thj 
· - ·. l I t 7'P S long. 79 E. At this point a mte< 

wm els lo a )OU t a . <l~ witi{ a co t·1 cylinder containing a document 
States flag was droppe PP · ·h· I I cJ been t·xplored J . . f . the t·nitcd States till' area \\ IC I ta . . 
c aimmg OJ '- . • 165) This region was namc•d "American 
s1-o1ujlj of i'~.t. ~~' Fl\~'.~J~h ,!~t<"l tJ;at he had "cxplon-.1 ", in ""( 

ig l am . . -,. .9og ·1 north and south by 300 miles cast a11t 
aftl•rnoon, nn area -o m1 ts .' total of 77 000 square miles." 
\\est . with n rounded .:-;outhen;J f'~~~:t of Princes~ El it.a beth Land is 
In long. 79 E. the latl1ttulde ,?(f)t) l~>lrnllel is about. 100 nautical mile:. b t coo ')()' nnr ll' / i i p · 1·1· beth a ou vo - ., • . cl . to the hinterland of nnccss :. iza 

inland. Thi..-. An~t·ncan ill'~· n of Mr. Ellsworth's public ~n!1otmc1'· 
Land \Hl~ m_aclc m con~ra the ~oh{' had no intention of claunmE? a.ny 
ment mentioned aho\ c, ~ . t Further ~ir Hubert W1lkms 
tcnit~ry ~\ith!n the Au~tr~ia; "~~~no~~ assuran~e that Mr. Ellsworth 
ou hj.., an·1val Ill J\u ... traha_. a h'- . tentions to tht' Commomwa.lth 
\\ ould officially commumcatc . b. ml for fli:hts before he IC'ft Cape 

l r ·t1uest perm1s:-.101 e> • I Go\'t'rnmcut am t • f had in fact, been rece1vec . T . :-\o such commumca ion . 'Ji 
O\\ n. .. . rt for information as to the spcc1 tc 

40~1. In n·ply to. a ~<'ques<;ir Huhert Wilkins, in a rcldio m_C"Ssag{' 
claims madt• by Mr". I~JIS\\O~\t1at :\Ir. Ellsworth had show11 him! on 
of Jauuary 14th 19.l9, stnt . I f~I lcttt>r signl'd hy the Umtcd 

.· .. I ~t Capp Tu\\ n, <l conhl cCn i .... I 11 Ilull, in which the l;ltt<'r 
n n 

1

' '

1 

' f ~tau• :\Ir on e ' 1\1 Fllswort It Sh t cs SPcn:tary 0 ~ m . ti ' ·1uthorising) tlm t I. • . 

:. ~I' •estecl (whill' not o ina ? : . lore<l irrespective .of p1~·v1ou 
I . t ~1 ·!aim tlw an•a ac~uall) tlx~I t as it was tltt• 111frnt1011 to ~ wu < < 1 . ·tor priuc1pk, nnc in . • to inform tht

3 chi111s on t ll' Ste. 't \\ ·1s clcemetl u11nec1~sary I tr I t of t~1t from the oflsltorc, Ir· .~ - It may be added that t tc ig i C~mmnnwealt h of .\ustra i.t. • 

New l'orA 
TIPrres, 
Mny 6lh 1938. 

W432 431 50 
o1 1!139. 

Pcl<ir Rucr•I, 
~o 27, 1944, 
p 11~. 

w 12.'il/411/50 
01 1939. 

\\' 1ss:1.~Sl/.>O 
of 19:1'l 
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· ti c ncern of the Common-
Tlte not e, however. drew att~ntwn to ie_ 0Norwcgian explorers to 
wealth Government at the failure of certam t 't ·cs within the 
u~pcct Australian sovereignty o~er the .err_i on hat none of the 
Australian Antarctic Territory. Whilst appreciatmg th gnised 

. d ti occasions had een rer.o · formal acts or claims ma c on 1ese . . , G vcrnrnent in 
by the ~orwegian Government, Ilis . Ma1esty 5 ·~ 1 ssurance 
Australia in associating themselves \\1th the rene"e< a. . . 

. . , . d . . . f ti cse events to receive in 
mt'ntloned above, 110\\.' desire • m VIC\\ 0 1 . . ' e of their 
return from the ~orn·egian Government a !\~e~i~c assuranc tic as 
recognition of tht· Commonwealth hounclam•:-. m the Antarc 
cldine<l in the Order in Council of February 7th 19~~3. ~\t the ~ame 
time the opportunity was taken to inform .the ~on~egrnn Go~em­
menl that His :Majesty's Government 1ecogn1se<i the l· rcnch claim to 
Adelie Land as defined by the Decree of April bt 1938 (paragraph 371) 

397. On January 14th 1939 a Royal Dccrl'c was iss.ued annex1~g 
to Norway the Atlantic sector between the .~uslrahan Antarctic 
I Nritorv and the Falkland Islands Dependencies (paragraph 413). 
It is probable that the decision to issue this Decree was due to. ~m­
ccrlainty about the possible activities of l\Ir. Ellsworth's e;1>ed1t~on 
at this time (paragraph 402). On the same. day the Norwcg~an 
Government formally recognised the bou~dancs ~f th<:_ Australian 
Antarctic Territory as defined in the Order m Council of February 7th 
1933. 

398. If any question relating to discoYeries in this area should 
arise in the future between His Majesty's Go\·cmmcnt and. the 
Norwegian GoYemment, it may be useful to consult a map entitled 
"The Course of Antarctic Exploration between longs. 20g \\'. and 
110' E. ". published in the Geographical Journal, Vol. 9~. No. 3, 1939. 
Thi~ map i~ uas~<l on an impartial study of all the available records, 
and shows, in different colours, the OYerlapping discoveries and 
dates of the different expeditions. 

THE SETTLEMENT OF GERMAN CLAIMS 

399. The claim of the German Antarctic Expedition of 1901-03 
to have discovered Kaiser Wilhelm II Land is indisputable. Existing 
German claims to sovereignty in the Antarctic. however, were 
renounced in the general terms of Article 118 of the Treaty of 
Vc~aill~. . 

UNITED ST A TES INTERESTS 

400. Although the United States Governml'llt have nevtr put 
forward an official claim to land within the Australian Antarctic 
Territor):, they have a\•oided recognition of British right~ and might 
at any time advance a claim based on the disco\'erics of Lieutenant 
Charle..-. \\'ilk.cs in 1840 (paragraph 348 and Appendix XI I. pp. 182-
184) and of ?!Ir. Lincoln Ellsworth in 19:j9 (paragraph..;; 402 -403). 
St,1Ch a claim would, h.o~\·evcr, nm cot!lltl'r _to their l'Xprl'ssed policy 
with regard to the validity of Antarctic cla1111-, (paragraph 517 ). In 
1~?4 '.:\Ir. Hughes, the Secrl'tary of State, \\TOlc to a11 t·nquiring 
citizen ab follow~ :-

.. It is the opinion of the Department that the discovcn· of 
lan~s unknown to ~ivilisation eYcn when coupled with a formal 
takmg of possession, does not support a valid claim of 
sovereignty ~ess the discovery is followed hy an actual settle­
ment of the disc~vere? country. In the absence of an act of 
Congress assertattve m a domestic sense of dominion over 
\\'ilkcs Lan? this Department wo!-'ld l>e reluctant to declare 
tha~ the United States possessed a nght of sovcrciffnty over that 
temtory." t'> 

!his opinio!l had not been modified. in 192H, when a resolution 
inttr1od~ccdt. m fthe tShenapte ~yd Senato.~ fydin~s attempted to obtain 
au 1on~a ion . or e res1 en! to lay clann to all areas in the 
Antarctic which have been c.hscovcrcd or i:xplured bv \m .· . 
citiicns " (paragraph 321). • • 011ca11 
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~ orwcgim1 :\Ii 11ist r1 l'Xprc.ssi ng tlll' willingness of lfis ~tr. j1>.st v's 
( ron·1:1_11!1.Pnls t~ 1•nt1 r. into di~lomati_c cli<:cussion on any spedfic 
A11ta1.' tic 1?1,<>hkms wl11ch thP l\on,·egian Go\"entmcnt might dcsin• 
to r:u~··: l he nott> recognised Xorwegian special i11tcn .. >sts in tit,. 
An~a1ytw a1~<l. 1 cpca led the assurance that th1•n: was no intention of 
da11111ng Hntisli ovcreignty '""er the region between the western 
hou11<la1 y of t lw J\tt tralia11 Antarctic Territory and the eastern 
boundary '.Jf Coab l..:1ncl. .\t the same time Hi~ :.\lajc.c;.tv's :\IinistPr at 
O:,Jo. was mstru~tt·d t? inform the ~orw£>gian :\Iinist;•r for Foreign 
Af~alfs that I It:-. ~lajl'~t.r'~ Go\'ernml'nts concrrnccl reganh•<I as 
11111mprachahll• tlw Briti~h claim to so\·ercignty over th<' whole of 
the h1lkland Islands l>l•penclcncies (including tlw whole of Coats 
Land). the Hos,., l>t•rwndt>ncy, and the Australian Antarctic T11rritory: 
~hat ~mn· public opinion stron~ly supported these clai111s, it would he 
11nposs1blc to n'co~nise the claims of any other country in any of 
thlsc areas then• rt•mained, howc\'cr. the arl'a between the western 
boundmy of the ,\ustralian Antarctic Territory and the t•asfrm 
bowHlary of Coats Lancl, to which, so far as was known, no claims 
had yet been put forward by any countrv. :\Ir. Donner infonnl.'d 
l\J. f\Iowinckt•I in this sense on ::\o\"cmbcr 16th 19:14, reminding him 
that Sir Cha Ill's \\ ingftt Id had made a similar communication to him 
in December 1929 (paragraph 380). ~I. ~lowinckcl mc>rdy rmrnrktocl 
that the communication was interesting and that he would study the 
quc~tion. 

393. On February ~0th 1935 Captain Klarius ~likkksen, in the 
_ ornq~ian tanker Tlzorshavn, found land m lat. 67 50' S .. long. 
80 45' E., \\ hich he followed to lat. 68 29' S .. long. 78 36' E. Ile 
hoisted thl "onvegian llag (see p. 165. and named the land lng~id 
Christensen I on<l (now called Inf'1itl Christensen Coast). It he:; 
within the Australian .\ntarctic Territon· and appears to be almost 
identical with the land disco\"crcd b\' ~ir Dougla-. ~lawson in February 
1931 and named In !um Princess Elizabeth Land. \\'hen this news 
was published in thl :\orwegian press t~e Xorwcgian l~rimt :\Iinis_tcr 
wa.-. reported a ... :-aymg that the question of an. ~fficml :'.'\oi:\·cg!an 
annexation had not hcen consiclcrcd by the ~Im1stry for l•orc1gn 
.\ftairs as the country was most probably in the British sector. 

39.t In the season 19:36 37 Consul Lars ~hristc~scn made .his 
fourth\. isit to the Antarctic, in. the Tlzorslrm:!z: with~ \'tcw }o ~:l?J.)!Jlg 
ccrhin of the areas and coastline already ns1tcd b~. the :'llornt:g1.111s, 
usin~ mockrn nwthods and l'quipment. ~urYcy flights. wt•rc n~~dc 
·md photognph~ obtained of almost the whole coastltm: of h.111g 
j co )old ·t~l<l Q.nccn Astrid Coast and Ingrid _Christensen Co~t 
(in 

1Princ~-.s l~fizahl'th Land). and of Lars. Chnstens~n C?:1s~ (111 
'I 1~ I 't·tsott I and) On Januar\• 30th Consul Lars Chnsll n~en 
n ac- 'o lC • ·' • .: • c t" t · t 1·1· n 1 I d, l for the first time on the Antarctic <!" men. .1 " .1 1 s 
a~ i: c in (Scullin :\[onolith). . \ ::\ orweg1an flag was 
)l1kklcd~?" tlor,~1tat •st;blishcd: The coastline of ~lac-Robertson ~ml 
hotsll' an< a ( cpo tl1en >holographed westwards to Proclamat!on 
h.uup I_.an?s<l ~\ r'. I nd{. All these areas lie within. the Aust_rahan 
Isl nd (!n ,1~11 ~t10>_), .al'J1e ex1>edition then concluded its work m the 
Antarctic ern 1) • • 11) • 
unclaimed sector to the west (paragraph .f . 

. 938 1 ~orwe!!ian ~linister called at the Foreign 
395. 111 _Apr~J 1 . tic· Hi ... ~la.~t ,•5 Go\'ernmcnt were awar~ 

Office and rnqu1rcd "hetl~~in t-he )nra~ctic such a:; might alter the 
of any recent .1l~\·dopme~ ~ cl that he would he glad to rccei\:e an 
tcrrito1fal pos1tt~n. I;le s~~l~onmuncnt ,till maintained the attitude 
assurance that l Its Ma1cst) s i"cat-..:i to the Sorncgian Covcrn-. . . l . ·l I . I h'"'cn commun l~ • 

antl \.
1

1cws \\ Ill l, 
1,a'. 934 Tl · _ \·erbal inquity wac; followed tn June 

mcnt on October 2Jr<l 1.' . · _us 
1938 hy a similar \\fittcn mqu1ry. . 

. . .· h Hie; :\la jest v's l.overnmrnts m 
:~96 . . \ftcr ~011S1 It.it io~s ;~~ .Norwegian :\Ilni~tcr was hr~ndcd. a 

Australia and New 1t·1 ~~an1~3~ reaffirming the assurances g1 \'c~. m 
not" Oil Novc1nbc r t <, . tention of clniming Hntish 

'-·• ' 1 . t her ' was no m C I I 
1929 and 1934 t tat • 1: tween Enderby Land and oats .nm· 
so,·creignty o\·er the region uc 
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1 . . t' 1 of tlw Australian 
< .m' rmncnt re5pon<>ihl1• for .ttw ac mtn1stra 10{ •'tl >ropo~als for 
\11larctic Territory, were pnmnnly concerncc m 1 I 
the naming of parts of it. i 

~IB8. In J>cccmbcr 19:i:i the Vorurgian.J01tr11al of Commer~.e_~~~~:. 
Slzippin~ published, in inswlm~nts, sec~wn from. Con5¥-\.is 1 av~ 
Aagaard's hbtory of the Antarctic, then 111 prcparation:t d Brrti<>h 
a fairl\' complete account of the formal st•'P takt•n to ex en . . · 
control of the Antarctic but ~uggestcd that much of the efxr

1
ans!on 

. . h ' k I • t tl1e i•xp1•ns1• o ormgn was un1ust1fil'd and ad t,1 ·en Pace <l • G t 
countrit.>s The author suggc.st••d that the N01 wcgmn ron rnmcn 
should p;otcst against tl;c.;p claims, ~tnd should propo!:>C a conf P.rcnce 
~vith His :Majesty's Govcrunwnts ancl tht• United ~tatcs Go,·ernm~nt 
with a view to an af{I'cecl par_tition of the Antarct1~, the prc.sc~v~ti?n 
of Antarctic whales, and um form nomenclature b,1scd on pnonty · 

389. On January 26th 193-1 th~•st• ~·it•\\':- f~mnd official 1•.xpress~on 
in a memorandum left at lhe l•on•1gn Ofilcc by the \orweg1an 
Minister. The Norwegian Govl'rnnwnt 1•xpressccl tlw1r concern that 
nearly two-thirds of the Antarctic Continent had. hc<>n plac.ecl_ under 
Jorugn soYereignty, which threatened a poss1hlc rcst~1ct1on of 

· orwrgian activities, and they stakd that tlwy had consH~cred the 
desirability of an intcrnat_ional conforcncc _on tl!c Antarctic ; ~l~ey 
had however concluded m favour of a d1scuss1on between Bnt1Sh 
and ~orwegi~ experts. the result of \\'hose deliberations could be 
transmitted to their respective Governments, who ~\'Oulcl then. try 
to :-.cttlc all questions which might not be clear or might ha\·c g1Yen 
risl' to dh-ergent opinions. 

390. It seemed likely from this step that thl' Xorwegian Go\'em­
nwnt intended to annex the sector between Endcrbv Land and 
Coats Land, but it wa..s thought that, if they should do so without 
prior consultation with the British Go\'ernments concerned, the 
boundaries which they would be obliged to claim might conflict 
with those claimed as British territory. It might, therefore, be 
ad,·antageous to agree with them beforehand the t!xact lines of 
delimitation. On the other hand, thl· western limit of the Australian 
Antarctic Territory had been defined in the Order in Council of 
February 7th 1933, and could not \\'CU he moclifiecl, whilst the eastern 
limit of the outlying part" of Coats Land, mention!'d in the Imperial 
Conference Report of 1926 as an an.·,1 to which Biitish title alreadv 
<'Xisted, harl never been publich dchncd and no formal steps liacl been 
takt•n to attach this area to the British Empire, so that there was no 
legal basis for an agreed delimitation. :\lort.'OVl'I', discussions with 
l'\orwa~· could ~lardly be_ krpt secret. ancl. i~ new~ ll•ak<.•d out, foreign 
countries, particularly !•ranee and the Umtcd ~late..-., might think 
that Xorway and the British Empire \Wrc di\•icling th<. .\ nlarctic 
between lhemselns and be moved to stake their O\\ll da111b or to 
p~ott>:-.t. against the .British ones. Thus the .:'on\·1·gian suggestion for 
cl1scuss1ons between cxpc1i:-. l1acl to he d1•cl111t>d. .\t the same time 
i! ::-t'f'mcd desirable ~o expr~ss the. willm• nl·-.s of Hi,, :\Iajesty'~ 
Govt•nmwnts at. any tm.lC to discuss\\ 1th ll1l '\on\egian Go\'Cntlll•'nt 
t~1rough_ the d1plomat1c .channel. any spl cilk point:> wliich the 
Norwegian Government 1111ght desire to rai i'. 

391. .Another I!loti\'c behind tlw .:\orwt•~ian not!' appeared to 
be the frar that, 1f ~hey should r:frain from anm·xing till' sector, 
sonw other power might ha\'c designs on it possihh· Britain . · 
that ca..-;1' it was thought th1:ll the~· might be 'content ~with a fo~m~ 
a ~u~~nce that there was no 111tc1.1t1on of claiming British So\·cn•ignty 
tht:r~. :-.ud1 an assu;aucc, c_omh111cd \\1th t•xpn'ss rcco~nitiun of the 
::.pt·c1al mtercsb ?f ~on~·ay 111 _th~ Antarctic, might ha\'c the further 
ad\'a.nt .. ge tl~at._ 1£ the Nurnegtan ~o,·u1111wnt, on the strcn •th of il 
form.ill} cstabhshed themselves 111 tint sc<'l<>r 

1
,
11

1,1·
1

• g_ · · ' 
;-.., · . · I t b , , . 'J • . ' . • '~ upuuon m 
• 01 \~·1) mtg 1. l'. reconc1 c:d to Bnt1sh cla1111s to a lari'l' J>arl f ti . 
contmcnt outside it. o o le 

392. Accordingly, on OctolM· ''3rd ttn.i with ll 
ot His '.\lajt'sty's Go\'C'rnmcnts in tlw Co·1;111;omH•'tltJ:c ~01~CllltTc1l1.ce 
.Nt·\\ Zl:alanc.l and the Union of South Afiica ·1 ll<>t' rJ i us ra ia, 

• • t· Wtt::. ~ent to the 
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acli,·ili~·s to this sec·tor and a . 
and claiming fo1 Uie ~orweg·greCJ that, 10 th1• event of its doing so 
grounds cxisk<l on wtiich ObJ!accnt_ rown 

1
thc territory discovered, no 

ton cou d be taken 
;{..~4. In January and Fcbru 193 . 

''haling vessels were working in ~? ~ . a number of Xorwegia11 
the propose<! Australian Sl'Ctor an~e ~~ d-ice off the 'Yestc·~n part of 
On l:muary 12th Captai B ~ e to the carhl'r rhscovcrit~ 
l~ct,,:ccn l<~ngs. H_-t 0 E. a~dn 66o~~;oE of the_ Sekse;n sight<'d lanci 
c.unner B1crkci 10 tlw nouvet 11 a~d ~h; Game lant! _wa" s~en by 
Ho1rnd II I , who traced the coast westw )d 7Unrer S1ovol? m . ~hl' 
land bet ween longs. 6so E. and 600 E , ar .s to ong. ~62 E. l hi' 
in the Thorgaut Consul I CJ . · "as sighted by Gunner \Valt<•r 
voyage to the Anhrctic ·n -~~s TJmst;nsen, ~vho wao; making- his first 
1 • 1 e zors11avn sighted Cape Darnle" and 

t wn pr.occeclccl :vestwards, sighting the ~oast frequent! C t . 
Dach~1 m the lltlda Knudse~z sig~tcd land between long!. Go J~: a~~ 
58 ,E. Captain Borchgrevmk m the Antarctic surveyed the coast 
of J.._ndt•rby and Kemp Lands between longs. 59° E. and 51 30' E 
Capt.am Mtkklcscn of U1:_ T~rlyn traced the coast and made tw~ 
landmgs between lat. 68 ~O'S. long. 71° E. and lat 68 10' s I 
65 E. ·1 his newly discovered land was named Lars Chri~te~~~ 
Lan~ (no~v known as Lars Christensen Coast) and appeared to be a 
contmuat1on of Mac-H.obertson Land. 

385 :t\o rcp~~r~tat~ons were made to the .Norwegian GO\'crnment 
ahout. thrsr acttv1tws s1!1ce the best policy seemed to be to rely on 
the fnendly undcrs~andm~ reached between His .Majesty's Min'istcr 
at Oslo and the ?\orw<'g1e n Government in 1929-30 (paragraphs 
378 38 .. 1). On August 6tL 1931, however, in handing to th '.or 
wegian Charge d'Affaircs tht. rcco~nition by His )fajl->stv's Gonrn 
ment of l\onn·gian sovc:rrignty over Peter I Island {paragraph 440). 
the Under-Secretary of ~tatc for Foreign Affairs took the opportunit\· 
to remind him of British inkrests in the Australian sector. and to ~av 
that formal action in the matter was under consideration and that tlie 
~orwcgian GovernmC'nt were expected to show tlw same friendly 
disposition towards British claims as was being shown towards the 
Norv .. ·pgian annexation of Peter I Island. 

386. On Febnnq 14th 1933, the date of publication of the Order 
in Council. !':iir (harks Wingfield handed an advance copy to the 
~ecrctarv General of the• Ministry for Foreign Affairs as an act of 
courtesy and as evidence of the desire of His Majcstv's Governmrnts 
to maintain the friendliest collaboration with Norway in the Antarctic. 
At the· s;1111e time• ll<' reminded him of the communications made to 
them in 1929 30 conct•rning tht British title to the region which was 
the subject of th<' Ordt·r. ~o comment was received from the 
~orwegian Go\'crnmcnt at tlus time. 

387. In the southrrn summer of 1933- 34 Consul Lars ChristensNl 
circumua\'igated tlw Antarctic continent. ~n January 17th 1934, 
· th f thi's \•ovage an aeroplane flight was made from a 1n e courst> o . .: • · l" d 

· t · I t 66° 40' S long 86' 45' E. and land which was be 1eve 
pot 

1~ 111 ~ • "'S ecn "\\'ith. ~he nPTITii~ion of the King of Xorway, 
0 11e llC\\ \\o ~ • r-- .. -. A "d La d Ct tl ' c l Cl · amed this land Pnncess stn n , a er ic 

d~~~~tt>r ~7~~;(:~~\~n Prince. It lies within the A~tralian A~tarctic 
, .. ~ • , -} tld not be confused \\ith the Pnnccss Astnd Land 

1 crntm\, ~nd ~ 111~ E ) in Queen ;\laud Land, to which the name. \~a~ 
(long. 10 ~-to ·M • 1934 it wa" annowiced that, in recogmtt.on 
later transferred.. In · a} . "X !oration the King of Norway. with 
of Belgian \\Ork Ill A.~tarct;cth. PB,lgian; had decided to nanw this 
the con~f'nt of the Kmg 0 d e ; Astn .. d Land. The NorwC'gian 

· 1·· I copold ·10 Qmcn · 1 Q' 
tcrntory \.ID!; • • ct' ff. 'Majcst,·'s Minister that the uecn 
Prime Ministi'r t:.-..:platnl' 

1 
t~ ti is l~nd );ad bcc:n na~ned after tl('r, and 

of thr. Belgians thought t 13
,, 

1
;h'.en at the instanct' of the Hdg~an 

that tlw new name ha? ~~tr" g olar f'Xplorer. In ordt r to rcm~nrl 
Sp<·cial Ambassa<l01. ln!n~t al pt tic land !av within the Austi,1han 

• • J> • 1e ~flmster t la 1 • • 11· I · I t th1' Nonwg1an 1 m - . . . t k an opportunity of te mg um t ia 
!'-tCto1, His :\Iajesty's Mm;stci. oof name had bc•en communicated to 
his explanation of till' c tangi. 

0 
tht! Commom,ealth, who, as Utt• 

llis Majesty's Gov1:rnmcnt m 

I.an 
Christcruen • 
Su.Ii 11 tlte 
:fnta•du, 
1..ondon, 19JS 
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I omment on the extent 
paragraph 378. The Prime Minister m:ic; no c could 

110
t in pdnciple 

of tl1e Hritish claims except to say th.at No~way ionnous tracts of sea. 
nccept the sv~tem of claiming sectors m~lu~mf ei of the plans of the 
As regards ~the Norvcgiu, he ga\·~ no rnchca '·~~truct,..d to avoid the 
expedition. but he repeated that it~ had been ~ of Proceedings 
territories specified in the lmpC'rial Conference .St~1111~f'?.'rnexation per­
(paragraph 93), and that, in any cvcnt,

1 
auy t1c sd to the N'on\•cgian 

l?nnecl hy the Nnn•er/<1 w<?uld have to >C re c:rc .;tance~ could be 
(,m·ernment for co11hnnat10n , wlwn all tlw circum 
takPn inlo consideration. 

. f -1 \ ' .,,.u;, ex1>cdition had 
''

0 1 ;\lt''mwhile tht' hr-.t rl'J>Orts o t IC i or •• .,., 1 • ti 
'
10 

• • • • • • 1 19r:1') 1 I w<'rc to ic ilC'l'n 1mbltshcd m the press on Janu.1q SI '" · ' Jl< 
1 

h · t" l 
· • • t1 I I >een 01s --< l't1cct that new land, on which the \mwegian ag iac. 

1
• cl 

on December 22nd 1929. hacl been discm·crl'<I !>ctwc1•n I~n<!erhy JG~) 
ancl Kemp Land. that is, insidt• tilt' . \ustrc~ltan ,!'.~ctoi (~e~. P;. wh~ 
I\lr \\'ingfidd at once call<>d on tlw :\orweg1:1n I 1 mll' ~l1111ste • 
cxplainccl that the .\'on•t'"ia e:•qwdil1on was a p11rcl~· p1 t\·atc \'enh~re, 
a~cl <its members couil'not m anv wav commit tlw ::\orwcg!an 
c;overnmcnt. He said that :\orwav did nOt wish to acqum· rossess1o_n 
of tcrritor\' which could bt of no possihk use to her, especially as 1t 
was inaccessible from thr .sea. 

382. ~cws was subsequently r<:'rci\'ecl of the mcctinli ~ctween the 
Non:cgia expedition and Sir JJouglas ~Iawson's. cxpechhon rcfen:ed 
to in paragraph 353. and on January 22nd, m ac~_?rd!mcc \\.1th 
instructions recei\'cl from the Foreign Office, .:\Ir. \\ mgneld cal~ed 
on the Xorwegian Prime ~liniskr and handed him the following 
memorandum : 

" His ~Iajesty's Go,·emmcnt in tlw Unite· I Kingdom obscn·c 
with surprise that, notwith.;tanding thP . information .co~­
municated to the Norwegian Government Ill ~lr. Gascoigne s 
aide-mcmoire of the 12th 'octohPr last. the N on•tgia expedition 
was reported to ha\,, occupied te1ritory situated between 
Enderby Land and Kemp Land, ancl therefore in an area to 
which His ~Iajestv s Government in the Commonwealth of 
Australia, with the support of His .:\lajc::;ty's Go\'ernment in the 
United Kingdom, considered that they had an unimpeachable 
claim. In \'iew of the previous assmanccs gi\'en by the Nor­
wegian Government, His Majesty's Government felt sure that. 
the explanation of the proceedings of thr .Von1egia expedition 
was to be found in the fact that that expedition was a private 
undertaking, and that its action, recently reported in the press, 
had been taken withu11t the spC'cial authority of the ).;orwegian 
Go\"ernment. They wen• according-Iv highly gralif1cJ to learn, 
not only that on practical grounds tlw Norwt>gian Government 
cl id ~ot attach importance to. possession of the territory in 
question, but that, as reported m the latest press messages, the 
1Yorvc~i~1 had mo\'cd t~> tlw west of_ Endnrhy tand and proposed 
to restnct her opcrat1ons to undauned a1 eas bet ween Enderby 
Land and Coats Land. 

".In the c!rc.umstances, and ha\'ing regard to the friendly 
relations subs1stmg between the two countries, His :;\fajesty's 
Government f~d confident that the ~orweaian Go\'emment 
wo~ld n~t des~re t~ pursue a claim to the ter~itory in question 
which His ~1a1esty s Government would feel bound to contest 
and they trust that the _Norvegia will adhere to her intended 
programme, as reported m the press." 

M. ~I?_winc~el's,.onJy comment \\:as th:tt he \\':is glad to havl' the views 
of_ Il1s .:\lajest~ s Go\icmnwnt m tins form, which would [>reel d 
m1s11nd1•rstanchng. u c 

383. The subsequent movements of the Non•1•uin \\"'I' fi d t ti • b ti . · . . o ' c con me o t tc are
1
at

1
etwcetn le \\es1~cr~1most hnut of the proposed Australian 

se~ or a_nc ;e cas emmost _im1t of Coats I.ancl (paragraphs 409 4 10) 
His l\la1estv s Go\"ernmc:nt 111 the l'nion of South \f · · 
in advance that the Norwegian expeclitio~ was 'lik~f; ?~r~i~~~~nft~ 
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~m~. 1'1 11
' N~nvl•gian ~;overnment replied imm,.cliatcl , on 

~~1\~il~~1~ i/ 4t1~ l9l~ • . l'Xpn• smg appreciation of the tone of th! com-
f ti •1').>n, .me! takrng note of the information relating to the voya"t> o 1c isro1·av • " 

. 37:. ?11 
\ll\Cmtwr 4th 1929. the Norwegian Minister addrcssL·cl 

a noti \\htch n presented the considered reply f h' G 
to th . B .·1 · I t - o 1s ov~rnrnent 

l 
11 

IS l no c regarding the voyaue of the Oiscoverv J{c stnt<•d that:-- • ,.., · J' 

"·~·he :Vom:gicl expedition is continuing for the season 1929 30 
t.!H' ':'~ll'nttfi~ research work which the expedition has previously 
<:~,11 rn <I . on m l!1~ Antarctic. Ry a Royal DC'crct• of July 4th 
l.~st, this t·xpccht!on has been gi\·en a general authorisation-as 
g1wn to V~rveg_ia's earlier expeditions in prc·viou<; years-to 
•.akc pos~c ..... s10n, m the. t~ame ~f His ~Iajesly the King, of any new 
J,uHl '' lllch thr cxpe.d1h?n might discover and which previously 
hacl not been occ?p1ed m due form b~ the Government of any 
other country. ! he decree has been issued on the assumption 
that .no la~d will be occupied which falls within the areas 
mentioned m the Summary of Proceedings o( the Imperial 
Conference in London in 1926." 

378. It was decided that it would not be de~irable to reply 
officially to this note, but that the best colU'se would be for '.\Ir. 
Wingfield_. the newly-appointed ~linister to Oslo, to take an carlv 
.opportumty ~f explaining, in the friendliest terms. that His ~fajcsty's 
Government m the Commonwealth of Australia, Pntirclv supported 
by His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom: considered 
their right to the whole ~o-called Australian sector unimpeachable 
ancl Wt'rc• not prepared to recognise any other country'::. ~uvt'reignty 
over any part of the sector, except that of France O\·er Adelie Land. 
Feeling on this subject was very strong, and there could be no 
possibility of any withdrawal from this position. While on this 
subjc•ct, :\Ir. Wingfield was to mention, as a matter on which His 
~Ia jcsty's Government wished to keep the Norwegian Government 
fully informed, that Sir Hubert Wilkins was continuing this season 
his exploration of the Falkland Islands Dependencies and of the 
territory to the west of it as far as the Ross Depe!ldency. Sir 
Hubert Wilkins, like Sir Douglas ·Mawson, had received a com­
mission from the King, which empowered him to take possession, in 
the King's name, of such t.erritori~. now u.nknown as .mi~ht bt' 
cliscovcrc<l in the course of his expedition. Sir Hubert W1lkms was 
actually engaged on this task. 

379 If :\1. ~Iowinckel replied that His. )lajes.ty's Gove~·nmcnt 
were attt•rnptmg to annex the whole Ant.arctic contm~nt and 1sl:Wd~. 
)lr. Wingfield was to deny the c~arge ~ the followmg t~rm!; . H!s 
Majestv's Government, out of fnendshtp to Norway .. waived the~r 
claim fo Bou\•ct Island. They had not protested agamst N~rway s 
claim to Peter I Island, and he had no knowledge that any claun had 
e\·er been put forward to the sector between Enderby L:ind and 
Coats Land. In regard to the Falkl3;nd Islands Depen.dcnc1es, Ro~s 
Depcnclencv and the sectors now bemg taken posse.<;Su>n of by Sir 
D glas Mawson and Sir Hubert \\'ilkins, His ~Iaje.sty's Go".'ernment 
m~~c hc;WC\'er, a claim which they not only regard~d a.~ ununpcach­
• blc l;ut which thcv had translated, or were translatm~, mto co!1crctc 
a . . . . . · ·n ~ large sector of the Antarctic was still left 
son~re1gn po:-sc.-.:-io · .-i • • • H" M · ·t ' 
· l · ·ill the remainder under BnttSh sovereignty is • a1e:; Y. s 
open, an< 

10 
'. • Id welcome Norwegian scientific and economic 

Govem.m~nb. "'J{ •lt sure that this would prove as harmo?ious in the 
co-01~:'.a~i~~nj :t~ inc the past. Moreover. His Majes~y's Govcr~mci:t 
futu1c u~ .1 1a • , ·t ·m athy upon Norwegian enterprise m 
looked with tlu. greate:s s~d Pbefore long to make certain practical 
Arctic regions, and \hey h~p f ~ll the questions outstanding in those 
proposals f?r a ~ctt cmen. o oth sides. 
regions which woul<l satisfy b . 

. Id s on as be was able to so so, obtamcd an 
380. Mr. WmgfiN • as. 

0 
Prime Minister and on Decernher 21st 

interview with the i orwegian ·cation to 'him in the sense of 
1929, made a wrbal commum 
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ed to welcome the extenc:ion '?f 
Dependency, could hardl}'. he expect. incnt At the same time, it 
these claims to another thml ?r th~ ~on~ • ~wa if the Government 
might soften the blow for pubh~ opmi~~ 10 N~t \\;hich would enhance 
could point to some compensat!ng ac ievemc ared at first to be room 
their prestige. On this rea..,onmg there '.1Pf>C•; t ti , t Norwegian 
for a bargain with Norway, on the Imes 5~:~1~~1 A

1~tarctic Terri­
sovereignty over the sector between the Au. th me time as the 
tory and Coats Land should be dC<'larcd about ~/a f Norwegian 
Order in Council should be made, or that rc.co~n~ wnct~~ for Nor­
sovcrcignty over that a~e~ sho1~ld l~l: pro~llse< r~; of the Antarctic. 
wcgian recognition of Bntish claims 10 other pa · 

1 
· that the 

Examination of this ide~, how~ver, led t? ~tc co~~~~~~~n to oppose 
Norwegian Government in the llf?ht of their eterm . Id t be 
the application of the "

1

sector pn~ciple" in the .Arctic, co~ a~~heir 
expected to recognise it expressly m the Antarctic, and. th~ ~ 

1 
. 

case against Denmark in the Hague arbitration of their nv. c aims 
in East Greenland rested to some extent on. the contention .thr 
territories, by whomsoever discovered, remam, unless. effe~h·~~ fi 
occupied, tcrrae nullitts, they c.ould. not , well. r~cogn~se r;~ 
sovereignty over a large area which, m th~1r op1mon, ~id not . 
this condition. The Hague Court had, m ~act, .d~c1d~d agamst 
Norway in the East Greenland case, but public opm10~ .m Norway 
was still excited on the subject and express recogmhon of ~he 
British claim would. it was thought, be none the less embarrassmg 
for the Nonvegian Government; the most_ that c?uld be hoped f?r 
was that they would refrain from protesting agal!lst the Orde.r. m 
Council. The British claim is based on the contention that a Bnhsh 
title exists on various grounds and is good, whether or not expressly 
recognised by foreign countries. In so far as no protests are made 
against the Order in Coun~il! the ~Jaim is str~ngthened. It was 
therefore considered that Bnhsh pohcy should. aim, n~t so much. at 
obtaining Norwegian recognition as at forestalling active Norwegian 
opposition. 

374. It was decided early in 1928 to call the attention of the 
Norwegian Government to the passage in the Imperial Conference 
Sitmmary of Proceedings dealing with the Antarctic. Later in the 
year, on learning that Great Britain was willing to waive her claim 
to Bouvet Island (paragraph 454) the Norwegian Government 
undertook not to occupy any land in the areas specified by the 
Imperial Conference, but no undertaking was given in regard to the 
two sectors between the Ross Sea and the Falkland Islands Depen­
dencies, to which His Majesty's Government had as yet laid no claim. 

375. In October 1929 the Daily News published articles strongly 
criticising Norwegian annexationi~t acti\'ities in the Antarctic. 
These artic.les were based on telegrams from Sir Douglas Mawson 
and arol!se<;I the. grea!cst indig~ation in ~orway. In consequenc~ 
of these md1scretions, 1t was decided to make a frank communication 
to the Xorwegian Go\'ernment informing them of the objects of Sir 
Douglas )la~vson's expedition. His )fajesty's Charge d'Affaires at 
Oslo accordingly addressed a note to the Norwegian Go\·emment 
stating that His ~lajesty's Go\'ernment dissociated themselves from 
the attack in the press, and enclosin~ a memorandum regarding the 
voyage of the Discoi•ery. The essential passage in the memorandum 
read as follows :-

.. The expedition has been arranged for the Antarctic season 
19~30, _but ~1ay be extended to include a further season. 
It 1s t.h~ mtenhon of the Comi:no~1wealth Government that the 
e:'ped1hon should operate prrnc1p~1lly in the sector between 
Enderby Land a!1d the Ros~ Se~, \\'1th a view to the completion 
?f th~ geographical .and sc1cnl1fic work previously carried out 
m this sector by Sir Douglas Mawson and by other British 
expJo:ers and of. the formal c~tablishment of a British title 
to this sector, with the exception of the French territo f 
Adelie Land." ry o 
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restating th<' F:cmch position in the matter. He propoi;cd that on 
the• undcr~tanchng that the limit of long. 136° E. was not cont~tcd 
ns the \\·~tern houn!lary, the eastern houndarv limit should he agreed 
as one lymg <;omcwhen• between longs. 14z.s- E. anrl 147" E. He 
further added ti.int "Aclelic Land, even with the rnost c.xtrcme limits, 
fo!ms onhr a mmutc endavc, and the United Kingclorn Govcrnm1mt 
n11g11t well ag~cc to the widest definition of the limits of .\clClic Land 
as l•rcnch tc1ntr>rv." 

. a69. On Octoh<'r 13th 1937 the French Gowrnmcnt was infonnecl 
111 a .notr. that. His '.\l~jestv's Governments in the United Kingdom 
and m Australia had given most careful consideration to the matter: 
whilst apprt>ciati1~g the friendly spirit in which the Fr<'nch Gowrn­
nwnt had acted, 1t was felt that their suggestion to fix the eastern 
}>,01mclar r of .\clflie Land cast of long. l-12 E. could not lw acccpll•cl. 
l he not<• set out the reasons for this conclusion, drew attention to the 
contemporary accounts of D'Urville's discoveries tnl'ntioned abow 
(paragraph 367), and pointed out that His Ji1ajesty's Go\•crnments 
could onlv accept the French claim to the area actuallv sighted by 
D'Urville, which had been shown by Sir Douglas l\lawson;:o; discoveries 
to extend at the most from longs. 136 30' E. to 142° E. The nol<' 
also emphasised that Cape Denison, onlv 16 miles east of the 142ncl 
meridian, had become indeliblv associated with ,\ustralian tradition 
and historv. and that a memorial cross had been erected there to the 
two mcmbt·rs of the Australasian Antarctic Expedition who lost their 
lives in 1912. When delivering this note, His )lajcsty's Ambassador 
in Paris \\as instrncted to negotiate for an arrangement whereby a 
free right of pas....age by air across the French sector hctwcC'n tlw 
.\ustralian territories on either side should be recognised by tlw 
French Government. The Australian Government, while desirous 
of fixing the western boundary of Adelie Land at Jong. 136 30' E .. 
would be willing, in return for such an arrangement, to agn·~ to the 
French Government's sug~estion of long. 136° E. 

370. On :'\larch 5th 1938 the French ~Iinistry of Foreign 1~ffairs 
replied to this note m a memorandum to the effc~t that tl!e fq·e!1ch 
Government could not refuse to take these facts mlo cons1~h·rat10n, 
and accordinglv proposed to assign li~its to Ac!elic La~d Ill longs. 
136° E. aml J:t2" E. At the same ti~.e th~ French Govcr_nment 
expressed their willingness to accord Bnt1sh aircraft ~he free nght of 
passage over \delic Land _on condition tha~ ~;-rench a1rci:art ~roulc~. ~le 
accorde<l a similar right m respect of Bnt1~h Anlarc.tic tu.1 !torn s. 
In October 1938 Jlis Majesty's ~overnmen,ts m _the Umtec~ l~mgdo'.n, 
the Commonwealth of Australia, and ~C\\ Zealand accc._ptc-d .ui 
arran~em<•nt on the above-mentioned basis (s.-c paragraph ~8). 
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371 :Meanwhile, the boundaries of A<lt'.:lic Land wen' ~na!ly 
fixer! h\; a Decree of April Jst 1938, as the is!ands an1~ 0te1~nto1r_1hes , · h• r I t c1)0 S lyinrr between longs. 136 1!.. and 1-L :... c 
:-;out o a· °' · ·· - o . f ·. 10 Hi· ;\faJl'Stv's French '>Cctor, as thus defined, 1-. there ore rccogmsec >' ~ • • , . ', 
Govcm;nents, and docs not appear to have been chsputcd b) an) 
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other country. 

THE SETTLE:.\IEi':T OF XOR,YEGJA~ CLA BIS 

. 1, l b . the Im""rial Conference of 37•> The JX>hcy rccomm. enc cc ) r~ • . ti ·I '"of 
-· . I ·t • hould be taken to ormg ie " 10 c 

1926 was, n~ eff Pct, t i.at ~ cp~ s area. to which a good forc·ign title 
the Antarctic, c:-.crphn~ !l~olc tr~l Jn orde

1 
lo do this, it was 

already P-~d::.t eel, im1k·r,. B7~!sl 1 c~ritisi1 title b\· effective occupati~m. 
JlOt onJy TICCt::.Sary to l'St~a) IS tl a ward off encroachments hy foreign 
but also, in th<' mean unc, l~ tl1erefore the ~Xpt·clition" of the r 19''7 onwarc s ' . "t t l Powl'rS. • rom .-,. . . , . an-~ctiYitie~ in tlw Antarctic, const1 u c1 Norn·gia. and othr1 ... onn:gt 
a Jlrcssing prnhll•fll. r t 

d that tlw :;\orwegian \ .ovcrnmc.n • 
:{7:3. Tl was a_J~prcciatec ,, sector principk ··, ancl ~1pprt•h~ns1\·e 

opposed as they \\t:IP-. to th . - th' d of the Antnrct1c continent, 
' J> ·t· 11 dauns to one ir ~ · l ti e 1-' o~::. already at >rl I;, F· lkl· nd J-;land'> Depenclt>nc1e.s anc 1 " 

reprcsrntc<I by the '' " . 
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. . A<lclic T...and and som~ 
361. In 1927 the possi~il~ty of .a_n]~~~~~n ,

1
, for Briti,;h tcrrito.ry 

of thr fon~nch c;ub-Antarctic islands m cl's~ussctl at the Impenal 
in the Pacific wa.-.. raist>«I.. T~ic nfilat~fyr ;~~deli~! not to lav these pro­
Confon•ncc of 1930. hut it \HI~ ma W 5012/ 108 17 

or 19.11 . 
posals before the French Govcrnnll'nt. 

Sttret 1~ (!17) fl 
of 1937. 

. C ·1 of Fehniary 7th 1933 
362. Accordingly., ~he Order in tl~~1~~'rritor placed under the 

merely excepted Adehe Land fnm~ tter ofcourtcsy, a copy of 
authority of the Comm~nwea1th. J 5 f m:,h l.ovcrnment on the day 
tlw Order was communicated to the 1 ren - b I fth 1933) and 

. . · . · h L d G z tic (l•e r11arv "t ' • 
of its publication m t c 011 011 11 ' • • • 1 • • • of Aclclie Land 
their attention was drawn to the explicit exc U:>ton 
from its scope. 

w 10902,209)!10 
of Hl'.l:l 363 On September 22nd 1933, the Counsellor to the ~renc~ 

Embassy called at the Foreign Office ancl st~tecl that
1 

the 1 £:.?~ Govcrmnent understood Aclclit' Land as extcnclmg from 0

0
ng. 

0 
t b · 

to 147 E He confirn1e<l this in a Jetter the next clay. n c o er 
24th bef~rc this letter had been answered, the F~cnch Amb

0
asJad?r 

\\' 12282/209/50 
11f 1'1:1:1 

info~11e<l the Foreign Office in a note that the making of ~he : er m 
Council had led the French Government to ch•finc their chums as 
" the islands and territories comprised .withii:t the .~cctor bounded 
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by 60 S. latitude and the 136 and 147 h. longitude In ?rdcr to J:;>e 
in a position to reply to the c<;>i:imtmicati<;>n of tht' Order m ~ouncil, 
thcv asked whether this defimtion gave rise to anv observations on 
the.British side. 

36-t. His :\lajesty's Governmei:it in the ~ommon.w~alth of ~ustr~a 
remained of opinion that, nothw1thstandmg th~ hm1ts mentioned m 
the 1913 note (paragraph 358), a claim by the h~nch Govemm~nt to 
anv terntory beyond longs. 136 30' E. or 142 I~. ~houl~ be resisted, 
on the ground that they could ha Ye 1~0 good title to. terntory ~eyond 
the limits of that sighted by D'Urv11Je and estabhshe<l on his own 
charts. 

365. On April 13th 193.t: the t:renc,h i\mbassaclor w~s accordi~gly 
informed in a note that His ~laJCSty s c.ovcrnments m the Umted 
Kingdom and in the Commonwealth of Australia could not accept 
the definition of AdClie Land put forwarcl bv the Frt>nch Government. 

366. On June 15th 1934 a member of the French Embassy called 
at the Foreign Office with a copy of Sir F Bertie's note of ~Iarch 29th 
1913, and said that the French Government had always regarded that 
note as C\'idence that tht' French claim to the sector between longs. 
136 C.. and 147° E. was not disp11tecl by His )lajesty's Government. 
He asked whether the existence of the note hacl been o\'erlooked or 
there had been a change of mind. He was assured that an answer 
would be sent when the files had been consulted. Later, he was 
informed orallv that the 19I:J note had not been overlooked and that 
there had been no chan~e of mind, but that it was not considered 
that the note im·oh·ed the admission which he :mggcstecl. 

367. By this time the search undertaken bv the Commonwealth 
Government for original contemporan· accimnts of JYUrville's 
discoveries had been succe..,~ful. Among those found was the 
llolJart Tou:n Courier and Van Dieme11's Land Gazrtlt• of February 
~th 18-10. This pri~ted an account or the <liscon'ry of Adelic Land. 
111 parallel columns m French and English. Tlw English \"Crsion 
cli!fcr~d from the French _in_ giving long. 147 West {an obvious 
1~1sprmt) ~ the eastern hm1t of .the coast discoverrcl, while the 
hench wrs1~11 ga\·; th~ c~rrespondmEf fi$Ure as long. 142° East, in 
agr~<:ment \~·1th D U rv11Je s. charts. fh1s seems to ha vc been the 
earliest _deta1lc<l report publtsh~cl. and_ was probablr copiecl by other 
.Australiai:_ ne\~spaper?. I1~ domg so, 1t was natura that they should 
copy the English version with 147 rather than the French with 142°. 

• 368 . .No furth~r development occurred in connection with the 
Jtr1•nch claim until October 19:-JS. when a memhl'r of the F h 
Embassy cnllecl at the Foreign Offic<', and subsequentlv ~"~~~e 
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and Non~lly, \~ere rarefttlly considered, with a view to Inking any 
steps wluch rntght he calculated to forestall any hostility to this measure. 

AD.ELIE LAXIJ AND THE SETTLEMEXT OF Fl~ENCI I 
CLAI.MS 

357. T!1c at~itude of the French Go,·ernmC'nt had to be considered 
in connection with the Order in Council of 193:{ hccansP. of the French 
claim t? Adflie Land, based on the cfo;covery and formal taking of 
possession by Commandant Dumont D'Un·ille (paragraph :J48). 

358. l!l 1911, in c_onnection with an application fo1 a British 
whalmg ltccnce, the I•rcnch Government wen• askt•cl whctlwr lhcv 
claimed " that portion of the Antarctic Continent known as Wilkes 
Land." In 1912 the French Go,·ernment replied that Commandant 
D'Un·ill<• had taken possession of the part of the Continent known as 
" Wilkes Land or Adelie Land " in the name of France, and referred 
to vaiious publications on the subject. They added that thl \ did not 
intend to renounce their rights. In 1913. when it was propo!-icd lo 
give the name " King George V Land " to some of the tt•rritory 
discovered by the ,\ustralasian Antarctic Expedition. it was thought 
advisable to inform the French Government in advance. and to 
assure them that the district to be named would not touch on the 
French claim. Unfortunatclv, Sir F. Bertie's note of ·'larch 29th 
1913 mt•ntionecl that His ~lajest\''s GO\·ernmcnt undt' rstood the 
extent of the land named hv Commandant DTn illt' to have been 
about 150 miles, lying between lats. 66 and 67 s. and loni::s. 1:~ 0 
and 147 I• .\)though the French Go\·~rnmmt had not thcin;-1.•h·cs 
put furn :ml a. claim to this extent of tei:itory, t~ey naturally did not 
contradict th1.:; statement, and they did not, m fact, reply to ll.1e 
note. This description wa<; taken from a contemporary acco~rnt m 
the Hobart Town Rcl'icw. D'UrviJle's own charts. however, winch up 
to 1922 were still issued bv the French ~Jinistry of Marini", represented 
the extreme limits of the coast discovered by him. as bt•tween longs. 
136 30' E. ancl 142" E., an extent of about 120 miles. 

359. In 192-t the French (Tovcrnment took steps to a"st·rt tl~cir 
claim to \dclic Land bv the issue of four forma! pt•cr~cs which 
reserved for Frenchmen ·an fishing, sealing, and m111111~ Eight~ anci 
provided for administration under the G:overnnw!1t (_,cnc1 .11 o, 
:\Iada ascar. In 1926 a further Decree appomted ~ l\.l'epc~ of Game 

d l?- } ' · •s and t>laccd .\ch'.fo.• Land under the JHnsc11ctwn of tlw 
an is tcnc: , ' . ;\I d - · · None.' of J f • of tlw Peace at Tulfar m south-\\·est ; a agasc,u. • . 

us ice . \' r defined the' limits of the area claunccl. 
these D<'cre:s, howc l el~ft the limits hlank. \\'ith a note that they 
altholdugbh ~nel_of tctlcl1cn1.11 'l Decree to he issued subsequently by the WOU C Ill( IC.'1 ' 

:\Iinistr\' of Colonies. 

~ • . . B •tish Policy in the Antarctic, appo!nt~<l 
360. I he ~omnuttcc on °19?6 concluded that within the hrmts 

by the Im penal Co~1f r~ncc .of cha-rt~ the French cl~im wa~ indisput­
indicated on D't'~·~· 1 . e ~ 0"t d not-'been vi:sited by any Frcnch.m.an 
a.ble, although tlus reg

1?11 1 ~;;;ible to frame any criterior~ of vahchty 
smce 1840. It :,c~rned unf'~ · 1 laim while not affcctmg those .of 
w~ich \\'~.mid. re..-;tnc~ the 

1 r~nc \~ attempt to re.:trict t~rritonal 
His )1a1csty s Go\ enmf ent ··t , . hted b\' each particular chscovcrer 
claims to actual t'Xtcnt 0 coa::.tt :-;igBriti"li claim to Grnham Land, 
\\'Ould considcrahJy weakr ie t had ·bePn disco\'C•rcd hv explorer$ 
\\.'here the greater p~rt of t te C?;~s thcref~re took the \'icw that a 
of other nations. fhl' Comm\. cc sector was inevitable. It was, 
French enclave in the .Auslra·:f~. ·to approach Lhe French ~;o.\·crn­
howevcr thought undc.sual_>l~· c1 tcr , ·act definition of lhe lumts of 
ment with a view to 0~>lai~~ngt:'~;~t without approac_l1!ng lhci~: 
Adclie Lan<l. or to assign . uni . • in ractice to treat Addie Lane.I .ts 
The hcst course was thought t~l 30'PE. anJ 1-!2" E .. but as ltavmg, 
not extending hevond longs. I ·ten"ion to tht• South Pole as the 

I. ·t . the sanll C""\ · within those 11111 :>, ~ 
British areas. 

(l:54S2!1 
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ol 1!12ti. 

.f1111rHa/ Offi1ial, 
~farth 29th 1924 
p. :IOOI; 
Apnl 2nd 1924, 
p . 3150; 
Nov. 27th l'l24, 
p. 10452; 
Jan. 3rd 1925, 
p . 211 . 

J ormtc1/ Offiritl, 
tk .\fnd,111uror, 
~pt . 18th 1926. 
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I :-l l landing had been made on 
of this position.) On Jam~arr 

1
, 'd 1 l~n s:J ~~9' E.). the flag was 

l'1oclamntion ~s!and (lat._&; 5<d 1·· f•d g~·er all the regions between 
hoL ·, l , nd Bnt1sh sove!·c1gnty cc

1 
ar f 

1 
t 65 s. (~ee p. 162). .on 

Ion~ 7:~ E. an? 47 0 l!.. and out i o C\~ ~\·er the continental. ice­
Jnnt, n 25th Slf Douglas )[awson fl 

1 
a flag and procla1me<l 

slop<~ near Proclamation lslantl, drop~~ tlw land between longs. 
Britbh SO\'Creignty o_vcr thf 

1
same .~e~~n tlw meantime (see. p. 163). 

47° E. and 45° E., which ha<
1
. ~<:cn1s{1 ~I e \ntm:ctic for Australia. 

On januan· Z7th the cxpcc it10u t• I r ' 

~ 1 / ) · sailed towards Cape 'l5.t In the season 1930-31 tic . isco}~cry \T I d and ' . "g 50' F I I Kmg Gt.•orge ... an • T><'nison, in about long. ~ 4- • ., 1 . • . ~ 
0 

rtunity offered, 
workt-cl westwards, charting the coasthnl. ·~3 , ~Po ti s iinking up 
to a point in about lat. 67 30' S., long'. 70 . ' ··:. 1 ~1 t of the 

. f l . . s •ason f hc ''I cat a par with the• discovcnes o t 1c previous c. · · c-
1 

. f the Ross 
coastline from long. 160') E. (t lw westc~n hounc aty 0 

1 
b · · 

Dt•pe1l<kncy) to the eastt>rn limit o!. Aclchc Land_ h~.cl alreac ~· er 
charlc'd by British explorers. and Sir Douglas. ~l.twsop ac~or ~~ ~ 
took formal possession of it in the name of tlH' K mg hy ~ roc1~ma 110 

at Cape Denison on J anuary 5th 193_1 (see p. 163). fhe sup t l~n 
proceeded west along the coast of Adelle Land, addmg fu rther details 
to existing charts. To the wes~ of A.tl(,lic Land new ~and ~~·as 
clisco\'ered adjoining the stn1 tch srghte<l m 1912 by .the Australa:s1an 
Antarctic Expedition and named by them Wilkes Land. On 
J anuary 15th and 16th .flights were made and .what appcare~l ~~.be 
land was obsen·ed at a distance and namtcl Sahnna Coast, thus. gt\ m_g 
~omc confim1ation to the " appearance. of la~d •· reported m this 
positio!1 by John Balleny in 1839. DunnR.a fl~ght on January 27t~ 
the c.x1stencc of Knox Land (now called Knox Coast) . rer><?rted b} 
Charks Wilkes in 1840, was confirmed. On tl1t' foltowmg <lay 
Bowman Island was discoH1c<l in lat. 64° 46' S., Jong. 103° 46' E. 
It had be('n intended to chart the coast of Ouren ~Iary Land, which 
had been discoYcred by the Australasian !\ntarctic_. Expedition. in 
1912, but storms and fog made approach difficult. _ S1!1ce posse5:..,1on 
had been taken of that region in 1912 (paragraph 350) 1t was <lcc1dcd 
to san• time and fuel by pn:ssin1(on to tht• west. Land seen to the 
south dm;ng a flight in about lat. 66 29' S., long. 76. 15 ' E. on 
F<.'lmiarv 9th \\as named Princess Elizabeth Land. ( In 1936 this 
was -;hown by R.R.S. William Scoresby to he shelf-ice : P rincess 
Elizabeth Land must lie consicll'rably further south.) In about 
long. 72° E. the Discovery rejoined her course of the first season, and 
this time the coastline of Mac-Robertson Land was chartt•cl in greater 
detail. On February 13th and 18th British sowrt>ignty was pro­
claimed oYcr the area from the western boundary of AclC!ie Land to 
long ·15 ° E. (seep. 164). 

355. The expedition ha"ing accomplished the st'cond of the three 
sta~1.;s <:misaged by the 1926 Confcn.'ncc. the third ancl final step, the 
issue of a formal document anni;xin~ tlw area and making provision 
for its government. came under consideration. The phrase " annex­
ing the area " was not thought to have been intcnclccl in its technical 
. ensc, as this would have been incon!'iisfrnt with tlw previous assertion 
of titk'. It had always been contemplated that th~ area should be 
achnini:-tcn•d by His )lajcsty's Go\'cmnwnt in the Commonwealth of 
Athtralia. Tiil' Au::.tralian Antarctic Territory was therefore 
c.-.tablishcd hy an Order in Council of Fd>ruary 7th 1933. placing 
unckr the authority of the Conunonwealth " all tht' islands and 
MTitork>s other than Adelie Land \\hich arc situated south of the 60th 
dl•gn·e of South l.atitude and lving hetwn•n the 160 th degree of 
East I;ongitudc a~d the: 45th dcgr~e of East Longitude." T h<> Order 
came mto forcl' with a Prochmat1on on August 24t11 1936 after the 
passage of_ the Australian Antarctic J\ccc•ptancc .Act on junc 13th 
IH3~. Tlus Act ga,·e power to the .Govcrnor-Gt•neral to make 
ordmanccs for the go,·c~nment of the territory, subj Pct to the approval 
of both Hom.es of Parhaincnt. 

356. B~fore the O.rder in C~uncil was ma de, the probable reactions 
of tht> foreign countnes most hkely to lw concerned, nanwly, France 



97 
Scott's PXJW<litinn or 1910 IR 
~~~u~1ta ins and. t hi' R~1vai s~~~'.~e:l to knowlNlgP of tht' Prince Albert 
\'_ltinn the Australian "bound ) l<Iangc, whosr wcst1·rn rringcs lie· 
discovered Oates Lancl. arv. n 1911 Lit>ul<'nant H. PPnncll 

. 350. The Australasian Antar . 
Sir Dou~las Mawson, had .t c!ic Expedition of 1911 - 14, undPr 
George\ Land, while a sub 

1
· t main ha.;e at Cape Denison in King 

on thl• Sh~ckleton Ice Shcif1~~aQry party, under Frank Wild, wintered 
west.. This expedition was the ~icen :\Iary 1:-ancl. 1,200 mil(•s to the 
land m the Australian A t . nly one wluch has yet win tercel on 
b I . I . • n arctic T crritorv B 1 I . Y s Hp a t•ngth of over 700 il f • · Y ~ cc ge 1ourncy and 
in addition some: 250 mile. f m cs. 0 new. coastline was chnrtt..'<I, anti 
of Adclic Land) was furtliscro ~rev~ously sightf•d coa:-;t (including that 
. t' l . examined Tht . t . . 1 mvcs 1gatec in several lo r·f . · · m enor 1n· p akau was 
inland. Important shclf-i~~ 1c'cs, o~e party pe!1ctrating 250 miles 
coastline charted and an :t or~llations WE're chscovercd, ;rncl llwir 
a great accumul;tion of v~fu:rr1v.c ;cient~c prog~ammc resultccl in 
Queen Mary Lands were nam ) e. m ormatio~ .. Kmg Gcor~e V ancl 
Sir Douglas Mawson raised ~d \0th. theJpenmss1on of tlwir Majt>slies. 
the CrO\vn at sewn locarr ( le ruon ack and took possrss1011 for 
Government were how~ 1~<; see P~· ~60- 161). In 1914 His Majesty's 
that these tcrritorles -.hovwd \:'f"lhng to respond to hi~ suggestion 
and the Peace Conferen , or~ally annexed. Dunng the \yar 
Prime Minister M H c~ he mdca•oure<l to persuade the Australian 

tl •t' b• r. ug. cs. to take up the matter. The latter was 
sympa le IC, l~t no action was taken until 1926. 

351 The Impc~al ~onference of 1926 recommcncl<'<l that the 
mode 1~1po!tant r<.'g1ons m the Antarctic outside the Ross Dcpcnclrncv 
an t c. l•alklancl Islands Dependencies should be brought under 
control 1.n ym'l' stag~s: (1) a public assertion of British titll' : (2) a 
formal_ takmg possc..-.~1.on on the ~pot by an officer authorist·cl for the 
purP_<>se, and.(~) the 1~suc of Letters Patent annexing the area and 
m~kmg prov1s10!1 for its government. The first stage was accom· 
phsh.e_cl by the mclusion of a. list of the areas in question in the 
p~tbhshc<l Summary. of Proceedwgs of the 1926 Conference (paragniph 
9~). These arcts. included the north-eastern part of Coats Land, 
EI.1dl'rby Lancl, hemp Land, Queen :\fary Land, " Wilkes Land," 
Kmg George V Land, and Oate:s Land. Of these, it is to be noh•d 
that the name" \Vilkes Land " was used in a restricted sense to cover 
only the coastline between longs. 131 E. and 135 30' E., which hacl 
bl'cn discovcn'cl and charted by Sir Douglas .Mawson in 19 12 (si.!e 
p. 196). 

352 The second stage, necessitating the despatch of an cxpc1lition 
to tlw Antarctic, was opened in 1929, when the British Australian 
and "LW Zt'alancl Antarctic Expedition (B.A.~.Z.ARE.), unckr the 
command of Sir Douglas )lawson, was sent :-.outh in tlw Discovery. 
Its objc·ct was to operate principally in the Sl'ctor bet\Wt·n tlw Ros.-; 
Sea ancl Enderby Land (the proposed Australian sector), with a \'icw 
to completing the geographical and other scientific work previously 
carried out in this sL'Ctor by British explorers and so to lead up to the 
final t.-stablishmcnt of British title to the whole sector. with the 
exception of the French territory of .Adelic Land . Sir Doug~a.-; 
~lawson was t•mpowcrl'd to take possession of all the area~ to wl11ch 
British title had bern asserted at the I mperial Conference and of any 
new tl'rritory that might be diSCO\'ered. 

353. In the season 1929-30 the conditions were \~nfavot.1rahlt• for 
exploration, but mru.t of the coastline of the Antarctic son~nwnt was 
charkcl or roughly located between longs. 73° E. and. 4;,

0 

h. It was 
during this work t~iat, on.January ~4t~ 19.30. the Dz~cot'er? n~et t~~c 
Norwegian c:xp1onng ship Norvegi.a m .. about long. 47 L. S!r 
Douglas .Mawson persuaded Captam ~u~er-Lars~n . to con.fi.nc 111s 
activities to the area \\est of lon~- ·k> .E. (th~ 111mt I?rov1s1onally 
sclectc<l for the Australian Antarctic Temtory) 1f the Dtscoi•er~ kt>pt 
to the Nist of that meridian. On January 5th land ha~i been sighted 
· I t 660 3-• ~ long 62 E. and named Mac-Robertson Land. (It 
~~a: l~tcr ;:im~i'that ~fac-R~bertson Land lies about 60 miles south 
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