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Date Natsonality, efc Leader or Commander ""'f”lf"
. - ’ A ”-'
1908-11 French ["_xpwh!w'-h' [heodore Ring t’“””'( D
el whaling station at Port Jeanne [y A h'”m len Il‘hndk.
I 3% sent out by a French hrm ¢ dr, Ring sarveyed south an
st Co -t of the archipelagoe
1910 Brtish Expedition Capt. Owen Sabine
Searched eastern Croset Islands for survivors af lost Aus I'l‘.u'\:lh‘}lll‘t'l'.-_
Warateh. Lient. K. A. Beattis, RN and five naval ratings weie lent DY
Admiralty for this purpose
1810 British Expedition Wakefield
= . 4 Donalc wl Kerguelen Istands
Visited Prince Edw: Crozet, Heard, McD | and Kergu L Isk
in search of survivors of Australian liner Waralah Lieut, H. W. T ‘“
Seymour, K.N., and four naval ratings were lent by the Admiralty ; obtained
nmiuch useful hydrographic information
1910 \nglo-Norwegian Sealing Anton Evensen Mangoro.
Expedition.
The Captain hoisted the British flag on Heard [sland on March 25th.
1910-12  Norwegian Antarctic Ex- Roald Amundsen .. Fram.
pedition,
Wintered at Bay of Whales, Ross Shelf loe; five men rv.x_trhml the _:-imllh
Pole on December 14th 1911 and r Norwegian flag ; discovered Cueen
Maud Range; explored King E VIl Land and took possession for
King Haakon VII; reported Carmen Land, the existonce of which has since
been disproved.
1910-12 German South Polar Ex- W. Filchner .. oo Deuischland

1910

1911-

1911

1911

1912

1912~

1913

1913

1913

1913~

pedition.
VisitedsSouth Georgia and South Sandwich Islands, ma iking & now chart
of the former: discovered Prince Regent Luitpold Land and delimited part
of southern boundary of Weddell Sea ; discovered and named Kaiser Wilhelm
Shelf Ice, which the Emperor renamed Filchner Shelf lee : the Dewtschland
was beset and drifte he pack-ice for nine months ; a winter sledge journey
over the drifting pack-ice proved the non-existence of Morrell's New South
Greenland reported in 1823,

13  British National Antarctic R. F. Scott .. .. Terra Nova
Expedition. H. Pennell

Wintered at Cape Evans on Ross Island ; five men reac hed the South

anuary 17th 1912, but all perished during the return journey ;

. and scientific investigations in Victoria Land and on

arate parties wintered at Cape Adare and Evans Coves |

discovered Oates Land

12  Japanese South Polar Ex- Choku Shirase .. Kaman Maru,
pedition,

Sledged 160 miles south-cast across Ross Shelf Ice from Bay of Whales ;
landed on King Edward VII Land

14  Australasian  Antarctic Douglas Mawson oo dAnrora.
Expedition.
Discoverad and explored King George V and Queen Mary Lands, which

ned for the British E 111]-1ru shore partics wintered at Cape Denison
ckleton Shelf JTee; o Adélie Land and sledged to South
¢ Pole area ; extenaive scientific investigations ; a separate party, under
Ainsworth, spent 23 months on Macquarie Island and made the first
explorations there

12 Norwegian Whaling Ex- Ole |8rgensen .o dhuliz,
[»'—.i[:jul‘:.

Searched for suitable anchorages for whale factory ships in South Shetland
and South Orkne® Islands whaling based on South Orkneves was started
under British licence in 1911 ; first experimental whaling l.‘"[r\.":hli';ll to South
Sandwich Islands,

Norwegian Shore whaling station at Deception Island, South Shetlands
started operations under British licence in December.

13  Norwegian Whaling Ex- Petter Sorlle .. -« Palmer,
pedition.
Made surveys i South Orkney Islands

Major G. E. H. Barrett-Hamilton visited South Georgia on behall of
Colonial Office to investigate state of whaling industry,

14 Norwegian Whaling Ex- Hans Borge .. v Polynesia.
pedition. -
Charted Borge Bay, a whaling anchorage in South Orkney Islands,

14  French Expedition «« R Rallier du Baty .. Cwriesse.
Hydrographic survey of Kerguelen [slands

Commonwealth Meteoro- [ H. Power (1913-14) ..
logical Expedition. C. Tulloch (1914 15) |
Meteorological station maintained on Macquarie Island by Commanwenlth
Meteorological Bureau, continuing work of Australasinn Anturctic |:1]Jc\hlml'l
1 1911-13 { g

o

7

& S&2 Note 3 on p. 155,




147

Date Nationality, i,

1901-04 British National Antarctic }
Expedition

Thr? I"ur--t :“‘_!rl":l'\l: exploration on land in the Antarctic: a sledge party
reached -.\11' Ja? 59 8, . examined the coast of Victoria Land and the relge
.-.I! Ross Shelf Ice discovered King Edward VI] Land ; wintered at Hut
l-.\m,I l-.‘--i-\ I-]u:d in 1902-03 the Dis svery remained fce-bound in Me Murdo
sound, where she was visjted by the Morming - the Discovery w ved |
February 1904, after the A o A g

amval of the Morning and Terra Nowa - v
Balleny Islands and discoversd Scott lsland . IO, eea

Leader oy ( omemander.

L F. Scott !)n'(n”'.r‘,-,

1902 British Expedition Tutanekay
?ru\l":‘:’l to Macquaric Island by Lord Ranfurly, Governor-( seneral of New

1902-03  British Relief Expedition W Colbeck
Carried stores to Discovery in Me Murdo Sound.
1902-04  Scottish National Ant- W. S, Bruce
arctic Expedition,
First oceanographical exploration of Weddell Sea :

Land ; wintered on Laurie Island, South Orkneys
station on Laurie Tsland

Morning

Scotia,

discovered Coats

: : handed over meteorological

to Argentine Government in 1904,

1903 Argentine Relief Exped
ition,

Rmr:uc:] crew of Amtarctic ; on the return of this expedition to Buenos
Aires, ( apt. C. A, ].‘Il':iti'Ill_ aroused interest in the passibilities of whaling at
:-mu_th Georgia and the Cia Argentina de Pesca was formed with Argentine
capital.

Julian Trizar Uruguay,

1903-04  British Relief Expedition W, Colbeck < - Morning,
H. Mackay .. -. Te¥ra Nova.
Seund to assist in bringing home expedition

1903-04  French Antarctic Exped- ]. B. Charcot

ition.

Joined Discovery in McMurdo

..  Frangais.

Wintered at Booth Island off west Graham Land ; by sle
preved Bismarck Strait to be a bay , charted west side of Pal
discovered Peltier Channel, Doumer Island, Port Lockroy and Loubet Island
(now known as Loubet Coast) . examined and roughI)' charted west coast of
Graham Land southwards to Alexander 1 Land

dge journeys
meT Archipelagy ;

Shep.

1904 Argentine Expedition ,. I, F. Galindez Ursesay.
S : gua;
Took over meteorological station on Laurie Island, South Orkneys : since
1904 the Argentine Government has seat an annual relief expedition.
1904-05  Norwegian-Argentine C. A, Larsen (Manager) Fortuna Luisd,
p gt Lo g . :
Whaling Expedition, Rolf and Guardia
Nacional.
Established the first whaling station in South Georgia, at Grytviken
1905-06  British-Chilean Exped- Ernest Swinhoe Consort.
ition*®, (Manager).
The South Georgia Exploration Company attempted unsuccessfully to
start operations at South Georgia.
1905-06  Norwegian Whaling Ex- Alexander Lange Adwiralen
pedition (Manager).
The first modern floating factory, with two catchers, visited South Shetland
Islands.
1906 British Naval Expedition M. H. Hodges .. H.M.S. Sappio,
Investigated situation at South Georgia ° -
1907-09  British Antarctic Exped- E. H. Shackleton .. Nimrod,
ition AR, L
Wintered at Cape Royds on Ross Island ; sledged to within 97 miles o
the South Pole djscfwrrilln nearly 500 miles of new mountain ranges in Victoria
I'ﬁnl' Sir l-'n"uwl Shackleton took possession of the Polar Plateau for King
l;dwa;d.\"tl. Professor David reached the South Magnetic Pole area and
tn'x,k posses sion of Victoria Land at Cape Bemacchi; visited Macquarie
Island
1908 Norwegian Whaling Ex- C. A. Larsen (Manager) Undine,
pedition. . ;
Visited South Sandwich Islands in hope of establishing a whaling station,
but found no suitable harbour. .
1908 Franco-Norwegian shore whaling station at Port Jeanne D'Arc,
Kerguelen Islands, established m November
2 - '3 a , .“f
1908-09  French Expedition y R. Rallier du Baty . ]. B. Charcot.
Examined east coast of Kerguelen Islands in detail
5 i % * 2 7 b 5 3
1908-10 French Antarctic Exped- ]. B, Charcot .. Pourguot Pas?
ition. . ; by
Wintered at Petermann lsland off west Graham ]A]n‘ll,' li’[m.l’l;,:—_j.J:'::c'«;
and islands southwards to Adelaide Island and .\.'--x.m-!‘..-rr :ui"ﬁir.r" i-al-;n(l
{fari;lwril(;- Bay, Fallitres Coast and Charcot Island ; sighted Pete -
® Ses Note 2 on p. 155.
LA
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v Ship.
Dale Nationality, cle. Leader or Commander, r

; the and Marie.
1882-8%  (German International C. Schrader Molt

Polar Year Expedition
: —
Wintored at Royal Bay, South Georgia, making scientific absorvation

1887 French Expedition : M enrthe
Visited Crozet Islands Lo restock provision depot

1892-93  French Exped Cdt. Lieutard

Hoisted Fre s I Kerguelen Islands to re . b
sion and r in 1893 M. Bossitre, a French merchant,
Wi gTar » develop the islands
1892-93 Dundee Whaling Exped- Alexander Fairweather Balaena, ."L’)fl-;‘b'..
ition Thomas Robertson I.J"“'“' and Polar
Star.

Pioneer British whaling reconnaissance ; undertook some scientific work
in the Trinity Peninsnola area ; Capt. Robertson, of the Active, discovered
the channel T n Dundee and Joinville Islands; Capt. Fairweather, of
the Balagena, discovered the Seal 1slands

189293  Norwegian  Whaling C. A, Larsen . [ason.
] x}uwhht‘i]l.'
Pioneer Norwegian whaling reconnaissance : collected fossils on St'\'nml‘?l'
Island ; discovered Foyn Island and penetrated Weddell Sea to lat. 64° 40° S,
long. §6° 30 'W., rr[u'rr!w.;- an * appearance of land © to the west of "this
position | visited South Orkney Islands

1893 United States Expedition Joseph ]. Fuller .. Francis Allen.
Sighted two islands in the position at which Bouvet lsland had been
reported,
1893-894 Norwegian Whaling C. A. Larsen .. .. Jason.

Expedition.*

Discovered King Oscar 11 and Svend Foyn Coasts and Robertson Island :
penetrated Weddell Sea coast of Graham Land to lat. 68° 10° S
1893-94  Norwegian Sealing C. J. Evensen o Hertha.
Expedition * Capt. Pedersen, v o Castor,

fsited South Shetland lslands; the Herfha sallod south between the
oc Islands and Graham Land to lat. 69° 10’ S, long. 76° 12° W. and sighted
2laide Island and Alexander 1 Land

1894-95

rwegian Expedition Leonard Kristensen .. Anfarctic.

Visited Prince Edward and Crozet lslands without landing ; sealing at
Kerguelen and Macquatie Islands sighted Balleny Islunds; landed on
Possession Island, Victoria Land, and made the first landing on the Antarctic
continent at Cape Adare

1897-99 Belgian Antarctic Exped- A, de Gerlache I Belgica.
ition,

Visited South Shetland Islands : explored Bismarck Strait: discovered
Gerlache Strait and Danco Coast: named Palmer chipelago | sighted
Alexander I Land ; the Helgiza was beset in the pack and drifted south of
Peter I Island for 12 months, the first exploring vessel known to have wintered
in the Antarctic.

1898-89  German Deep Sea Exped- Carl Chun Al .. Valdivia,

ition

Uceanographical cruise ; visited Kerguelen and Bouvet Islands, accurately
fixing the position of the latter for the first time

18981900 British Antarctic Exped- €, E, Borcherevink. Sonthern Cross,
ition.
Examined a large stretch of the coast of Victoria Land ; wintered at

n Bay, the first scientific party to do so in a hut on the Antarctic
continent ; examined the edge of Ross Shelf Ice: sighted Balleny Islands :
visited Macquarie Island

190003  Swedish South Polar Ex- Otto Nordenskjold .. Awntarciic.
pedition
Shore party wintered at Soow Hill Island : proved Louis Philippe Land
now « Frinity Peninsula) to be part of Graham Land, and Gerlache
Channel to be a continuation of Orleans Channel i discovered Crown Prince
Gustav nnel Asts of these three channels : sledged to lat.
86" § n Land; the Amtarchc (( apt. C. A Lareen)
rgia in 1902 three men were landed at Hope Bay 'r_;.
land to Snow Hill Island : the Antarctis wits crushed in the p;.l'_‘k.
rror Gulf and the crew wintered at Paulet Island ; the
1 by the Urnguay ; parties from the ship wintered at
Island ; by special request an Argentine naval officer
1 a8 " representative of the Argentine govoernment,*

190103 German Antarctic Exped- E. von Drygalski
1ion

Granss,

The second vessel to winter in the Antarctic pack-jce ;
Wilhelm 11 Land ; visited Crozet and Heard Tslands :
nd surveying party spent 16 months
Tanglin and Stassfure

discovered Kaiser
a separate sciemtific
at Kerguelen Islands, conveyed by the

* Se¢ No longp, 154
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Date. .\'.i'flu"f::h'-“t'_ elc.

183943 British Antarctic Expe.
dition

Gircnmnavigated Antarctie continent ; the first shi
through the pack-ice : discovered Ross Sea a
new coastline in Victoria Land which was claimed for the British Crown

v 2, | s y
landed only on Poss *alon and Franklin Islands m this area - discovered Ross
Island and northern edge of Ross Barrfer (Ross Shelf Ice) ; sighted Joinville

. - ] [ + WE
l«l.u:r.l’. ';I';?n\rmil_l.mu:w Ross Island and Erebus ang Terror Gulf annexed
these lands for the British Crown ; searched unsucces '

; r b sug reessfully for Bouw -
visited Prince Edward, Crozet y Rt

Leader or ( “ommander, Ship.
James Clark Ross HME. Erebus.
HM.S. Terror.

Ps to force a way
nd roughly charted 500 miles of

isad and Kerguelen Islands - sighted Balleny
1845 British Expedition T. E. L. Moore ++  H.M.S. Pagoda,

Searched unsuccessfully for Bouve

| ! t Island and made import
observations in South Atlantic,

ant magnetic

1849 United States  Sealing Thomas Long «+ Charles Carroll.
Expedition,
Independently rediscovered Heard Island.
1850 British Whaling Exped- Capt, Tapsell .. Brisk,
ition,

Sighted Balleny Islands and sailed westwards to long. 143* E. in a highe
latitude than Wilkes, without seeing land, : = i

1853-54  United States Expedition John J. Heard Oriental.
Independently rediscovered Heard Island.
1853-54  British Expedition . Capt. McDonald Samarang,
Discovered McDonald Island.
1856 (7) United States Whaling E. Darwin Rogers .. C orinthian,
Expedition.
First landing on Heard Tsiand
I1856-58 United States Sealing Henry Rogers O D8
Expedition,

Twenty-five men wintered on Heard Island, the first party to do so.

I872-76  Rritish Expedition .+ 0.8, Nares . .. HMS. Challenger.
Voyage round the world : the first steam vessel to cross the Antarctic

Circle; reached lat. 66° 40” S, in long, 78° 22’ E; important oceano, aphical
researches and scientific observations at Prince Edward, Crozet,

len
and Heard Islands. i
1872-88¢

1873-74  German Expedition .. FEduard Dallmann Grinland.

Sent out to investigate possibilities of reviving southern sealing ; visited
sSouth Shetland Islands @ discovered Bismarck Strait and proved the island
nature of the part of Graham Land now known as Palmer Archipelago ;
visited South Orkney Islands

1874 German Expedition . Capt. von Reibnitz ,. Arkona.
Visited Kerguolen and Heard Islands to select base for Transit of Venus
Expedition
I874-75  United States Transit of Cdr. Ryan .+ Swatara and
Venus Expedition, Monongahela.

Wintered at Molloy Point, Kerguelen lslands, making scientific observa-
tions ; visited and landed on Crozet Islands

I874-75  British Transit of Venus R. P. de Perry -.  Volage and Supply.
Expedition,
Wintered at Obgervatory Bay, Kerguelen Islands, making scientific
observations

1874-76  German Transit of Venus Baron von Schleinitz  Gazelle.
Expedition.
Wintered at Betsy Cove, Kerguelen Islands, making scientific observations ;
visited Crozet Islands

1876 British Expedition . Lindesay Brine .. H.ML.S. Wolverine.
Visited Crozet lslands in search of survivors of the Strathmore. wrecked
there in 1875, ‘
I878 (?)  United States Sealing John Williams .. Golden West,
Expedition,
Probably landed on Bouwvet Island
1880 British Expedition .. J.N.East .. .. HMS. Comus.
Visited Crozet Islands and left provision depots on three main islands
1880 United States Sealing Thomas B. Lynch .. Express.
Expedition.
Visited South Orkney Islands. i
1852 United States Sealing Rastus Church ..  Delia Church,
Expedition,

Sighted Bouvet Island

e

* Between 1872 and 1888 thero was a revival of British and .imcnca.?] 5:;15]:!:\1’1:1)”!;1:;:::!(:::;
Sspecially at the South Shetland Islands. Many of these sealers sailed srl:u} W u(dc;'in Furth;n
of am Land and made landings, but they have left no record of t c:r’ w:ti ity f["dimm\'
fesearch on the log beoks of some of these vessels might riise questions of prio

13
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Dale Nationality, elc. Leader or Commander, S:;ﬁ” .3
I1821-22 United States Sealing N. B. Palmer James .
Expedition.

Visited South Shetland Islands ;
George Powell in December 1821

discovered South Orkney lslands with

1821-22  British Sealing Expedition James Weddell Jane and Beawfoy.

Visited South Shetland Islands; Michael McLeod, commanding the Bﬂ:fo‘.
discovered South Orkney Islands independently in ll-‘_'-‘.rm'twt 1821, mcn“:h
later than Powell and Palmer : Weddell, in the Jawne, visited and named Sou
Orkneys in February 1822,

1822-23 Jnited States Sealing Benjamin Morrell .. Wasp.
Expedition. _
Probably visited Bouvet Island and made the first landing ; also \'m!ed_
Kerguelen and South Sandwich Islands ; reported several discoveries of new
land, including New South Greeanland, which have since been discredited.

1822-24  British Expedition .. James Weddell .. Jane and Beaufoy.
Roughly charted south side of Sonth Orkney Islands, the work being
carried out by Matthew Brisbane, in command of Beaufoy ; Weddell made

an independent chart of South Shetland Islands and -'cg_!:lell Sea, pene-
trating to lat, 74° 15’ S, long, 34° 16" W, ; visited South Georgia.

1824-25  British Sealing Expedition Edward Hughes .. Sprighily.

Visited South Shetland Islands; survey made by James Hoseason,
first mate.

1825-26  British Sealing Expedition George Norris v Sprightly and Lively.
iy AR e g
Rediscovered Bouvet Island ; named it Liverpool Island and took Bes -
sion for King George IV : reported Thompson Island near Bouvet Island,
a discovery which has since been discredited.

1825-29  British Sealing Expedition Alexander Sinclair .. Royal Sovercign.

The two shallops of this expedition were wrecked in Kerguelen Islands ;
John Nunn, one of the sealers, wrote a detailed account of the islands and of
the prividtions of the crew during three years' residence,

1828-31 British Expedition .. Henry Foster .. H.M.S. Chanticleer.

Visited South Shetland Islands to make pendulum and magnetic observa-
tions at Deception Island, which was charted ; took possession of Hoseason
Island for King George IV.

1820-30  Umited States Expedition Benjamin Pendleton Seraph.
N. B. Palmer .. Awnawan.
A. &, Palmer Pengusn.

Visited South Shetland Islands; the first American Antarctic sealing
expedition to be accompanied by scientists

1829-31  United States Sealing James Brown .. Pacific.
Expedition.
Visited northern South Sandwich Islands.

1830-32  British Expedition .. John Biscoe . g Tula and Lively.
Circumnavigated Antarctic continent ; wvisited South Sandwich Islands:
discovered Enderby Land, Adelaide lsland and Pitt Island ; annexed land
for King William IV, calling it Graham Land (in reality a southern extension
of Bransfield’s Trinity Land, a discovery apparently unknown to Biscoe) ;
visited South Shetlands. ;

1833-34  British Expedition .. Henry Rea .. . Hopefiel and Rosc.

Sailed with two of Enderby Brothers' ships to continue Biscoe's researches,
but did not get beyond lat, 60" S, long. 53° W., where the Rose was crushed
in the ice.

1833-34  British Expedition . Peter Kemp .. .« Magnet.
Visited Kerguelen Islands ; discovered Heard Island and Kemp Land,
1837-40  French Expedition .. J]. 8 C. Dumont Astrolabe and Zélze.

D'Urville,

Visited and surveyed South Orkney Islands, South Shetland Islands and
north Graham Land ; discovered Louis Philippe Land {Bransficld's Trinity
Land ; now called Trinity Peninsula}, Orleans Channel Joinville Istand and
Adélie Land ; took possession of Adélie Land for France

1837 French Expedition - M. Cecille a(k .. Hérmne.

Visited Princg Edward and Crozet Isiands, landing on and surveying the
latter group. '
1835-39  British Expedition .+ John Balleny . Eliza Scolt and
-:‘\‘d’l-’!}i.‘ ]
Discovered Balleny Islands and an  appearance of land * in what is now

known as Sabrina Coast, antedating the discoveries of D'Urville and Wilkes

in this area -
183840  United States Exploring Charles Wilkes oo Vincennes, Peacock
Expedition. Porpoise, Seaguil
and Flying Fish,

Visited South Shetland Islands, Trinity, Peninsula, Jolnville Island and

Macquarie Island; reported numerous * appeatinces of land " in the area

now known as Wilkes Land. Of the discoverics in Willies Land. Adélje Land

and Knox Land (now known as Knox Coast) have been confirmed + Budd's

and North's High Lands may exist, but all the other landfalls have been
disproved in the positions claimed by Wilkes.
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Date. . Nationality, ete Leader or Commiander. Ship
1808 British Whaling Expedi-  James Lindsay Srwan |
tion Thomas Hopper Otter.
Rediscovered Bouvet Island . ;
1810 British Sealing Expedition Frederick Hase
: g > . asselbourgh Perseve
Discovered Macquarie Tsland " T
1819 British Expedition .- William Smith Williams
Discovered South Shetland Islands on February 18th bot made no landing.
1819 Spanish Expedition .. ? San Telmo

[Found wreckod, without surviwv

by sealers in 1820.] Oft. O Livingston lsiand, South Shetlandg

1819* British Expedition <+ William Smith Willsams
Revisited South Shetland Islands ; lande ang Georpe s I

October 16th and took pogsession for !.{im: ([}:-arfrg::nl I!l\m& Fose T o
181920 British Expedition .« Edward Bransfield .. Williams
Accompanied by William Smith visited and sy 1 Shetl
mpa \ : J surveyed South Shedls

Islands ; tl_l:fcl.vueroli the north-western extromity of G:-aham "[.nnr! I’[?r!h‘:lhlin

he named Trinity Land) on January 30th 1820 took pobsession of Iing

George and Clarence Islands Bransfield was thy
nee 1t ", : 15 the first man 5
and chart o portion of the Antarctic mainland ofeass

1819-20 Ar_,{:n_-n{iru‘ Sealing Exped- Carlos Timblon <o San Juan
__ ition, " Nepomuceno.
The first ship known to have taken fur seals in South Shetlands for com.-
mercial purposes ; reached Buenos Aires on February 22nd 1820 with a
cargo of 14,600 skins, X
1819-20  United States Sealing Ex- James P. Sheffield .. Hersilia.
pedition.

Visited north-west side of South Shetlands in February 1820, with N. B
Palmer as second mate ; the first American sealing vessel known to have visited

this area.
1819-20  British Sealing Expedition ? Espirito Sanio.
The first British sealing vessel known to have visited South Shetlands
I819-21  Russian Expedition .. Thaddeus Bellings- Vostok and Mirnyi,

hausen.

Circumnavigated Antarctic continent at high southern latitude | surveyed
South Shetlands; discoverod Peter [ and Alexander Islands ;  extended
Cook's survey of South Sandwich lslands - sighted and described, but did
not recognise as land, part of the coast of what is now known as Princess
Ragnhild Land ; visited South Georgia and Macquaric Island.

1820-21 British Sealing Expedition William Smith oo Williams,
Visited South Shetland Islands.
1820-21  United States Sealing Benjamin Pendleton Erederick,
Expedition.

Visited South Shetland Islands and probably examined islands south-
wards to lat. 66° 5.

1820-21  United States Sealing N. B. Palmer «o Heéro
Expedition, .
Visited South Shetland Islands ; sighted land which he tater claimed shoald
be called Palmer's Land (now called Graham Land) on November 17th 1820
probably examined what is now known as the Palmer Archipelago ; his
discoveries have been the subject of wild exaggerations,

1820-21 British Sealing Expedition Richard Sherratt .. Lady Trowbridge.
Wrecked on King George Island in Decomber 1820 ; the master pecupied
his time until relieved making a very inaccurate but historically important
map of the central South Shetland Islands

1820-21 British Sealing Expedition  James Weddell oo SJane and Brawfoy,
Visited South Shetland Islands
- > " ' Liclla
1820-21  British Sealing Expedition Capt. Clark .. o« Lord Mdwlle.
The chief officer and ten of the crew made the l'ﬂ.ﬂ._ wintering in the
Antarctic at Esther Harbour, King George Island, South Shetlands,

1820-22  British Sealing Expedition George Powell . Dove.
In two seasons visited and surveyed north coast 'fI South Shetland
Islands ; later published & chart of the group, basing the south coast on
information from other sealers ; discovered South Orkney Islands with N. B.
Palmer in December 1821 ; Powell took possession of Coronation Island for
King George 1V ; it is not clear whether he returned to England in the southern
winter of 1821 .
1820-23  British Sealing Expedition William Veale .. Princess of Wales.
Wrecked on Crozet lslands, where the crow spent 22 months . one of
them wrote a book describing the islands .
. !"ollm-umg Smith's second visit to the South Shetland !'i!i’lﬂ?bl in i_!cluﬁwr 1819, k;‘ll‘?::
1 7  TTOU ary v A ol ] 120-2 wre were at log
sealing vessels visited the group in January 1820, In 'l‘ln summer 82 : - 8
L2 _-\ufcrican and B;Ltmh S(tﬂil\é vessels working in the South Shetland Islands, and m'!hfl ‘m‘v'\lu T
Ol 1821-22 the number had increased to at least 91 vessels, Asaresult of this l]Ill:t:)I:’(TH”\('l wl -lu;_;,::r':.f
the fur seals had become almost extinct in the 19I.1nslf-s by th\.hmﬁ]‘rrl\:u::j:fa:fmllf“!:lrtHr:' t”\‘:-lt-r:u.‘ I\l
I the more epterprising skippers began to search for nlrw unting ; .
fast. It seeins n!mut.-,-l Lmt.un it at the whole Bransficld Strait area, including I'-h\lf N""‘E";“ }"a'fn'-
of G Land, must have been seéen by many sealers at this tme They were working
tompetition, and for the most part they kept their discoveries to themselves,
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APPENDIX 1

CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF ANTARCTIC EXPEDITIONS
ON EACH

It is impossible to provide a concise -'l!i"l :’d]‘“
Antarctic spread over more than four hundred years | el
has been r:]ﬂ]l(![' to record in chronological order the main facts of disc U.\t:r.)'. :r::
mapping of Antarctic lands and other points that are relevant to .’iﬂ\'.lllql_\!:'-:t‘i!‘! e
territorial claims. All names of ** Lands " and " Coasts “ are those hlm“m' m;.‘)'i‘;
map of Antarctica ]'Jl.lhﬁ:‘;h(‘(] |.‘ the ],,.I,_”["]eili of the Interor, ( ﬂ!"lb.("rl’-i, 11!1‘ At“
In cases where changes in name have taken place, both the ol a0 20608
names are given.

WITH BRIEF NOTES

yeed summary of activity m t}l_»;-
the aim in the following list

rcial reasons have been

Sealing and whaling voyages made solely for comme
: ; hics ; or surveys made, or the

omitted unless new geographical discoveries were reported, : it
voyage was of -_:omt nlho]r significance in connection wi1]|_l|?1,~; Handbook. ; l‘flﬂ
visits of individual scientists who were landed on sub-Antarctic islands from w!:.;l‘m‘g
or sealing vessels have also been omitted unless they made ge ygraphical discoveries.
For the same reason many of the later visits to three of the island groups in ”llje
Southern Ocean (South Georgia, South Shetlands and Kerguelen) are not mcnuu‘pc '
unless special investigations were made, after the dates when these islands bc-.urtu
regular ports of call for modern whaling and sealing vessels. It should be noted that
this treatment tends to obscure the very extensive whaling operations in the Antarctic
during the last thirty years.

In the notes under each expedition the term “ sighted " means that land was
seen but was not closely approached; the term “ visited " means that useful
observations were made even thongh in many cases no landing was made. Whenever
two leaders or commanders are listed for a single ship the first was _lil(‘- leader or
scientist in charge of operations and the second was the officer in executive command
of the ship.

Daie. Nationality, elc. Leader or Commander. Ship.
1502 Portuguese Expedition.. |[Amerigo Vespucel*, . ?
Possibly sighted South Georgia.
1675 British Expedition .. Antonio de la Roché. . ?
Probably sighted South Georgia
1738-39  French Expedition ... J-B.-C. Bouvet de Aigle and Marie.
Lozier.
Discovered Bouwet Island.
1756 Spanish Expedition .. [leSieur Ducloz Guyot]* Léon
Sighted and circumnavigated South Georgia,
1771-72  French Expedition .. Yves Joseph de Ker- Fortune and Gros-
guelen-Trémarec. Ventre.

Discovered Kerguelen Islands and took possession for France

1771-72  French Expedition .. Marion-Dufresne .. Mascarin and
Marquis de Castries,
Discovered Prince Edward and Crozet Islands ; landed and took possession
of the latter for King Louis XV
1772-75¢ British Expedition .. James Cook (2nd H.M.S. Resolution.
vovage) H.M.S, Adventure.
Circumnavigated the world in as high a southern latitude as possible ;
crossed Antarctic Circle for first time and dispelled idea of a southern continent
extending to temperate latitudes ; landed in South Georgia and took possession
for King George 11T, searched unsuccessfully for Bouvet Island ; discovered
South Sandwich Istands ; Tobias Furneaux, in command of HM.S, Adventure
also searched unsuccessfully for Bouvet Island

1773-74  French Expedition i Yves Joseph de Ker- Rolland, L'Oisean and
guelen-Trémare: Dauphine.

Revisited and roughly charted the west coast of Kerguelen Islands:
again took possession for France

1776-80 ritish Expedition James Cook (3rd H.M.S. Resoludion
vovage). H.M.S. Discovery.
Visited Prince Edward and Kerguelen lslands, naming the former group.
1790 Spanish (?) Expedition.. Manuel de Ovarvido Princess.
Discovered Shag Rocks west of South Georgia
1799 British Sealing Expedition Robert Rhodes Hillsborough.

Capt. Rhodes spent cight months examining and roughly charting the
east coast of Kerguelen Islands while his erew were sealing and whaling.

1805 United States Sealing Henry Fanning ; Catherine.
Expedition.
The first sealer to visit and land on Crozet lslands

* Commander unknown,

t Following Cook's account of his discoveries, British sealers started work at South Georgia
in 1778, ‘They were soon followed by Americans and the industry developed rapidly. In 1791
there were at least 102 vessels engagod in securing fur seals and ofl in the Southern Ocean 'l;u{

there is no certain information of new discoveries by these sealers until the beginning of the
nineteenth century = 3




that the other State concerned in the dispute could not make out a
superior {:!JIIIII. I'his has _hr-cn Particularly trye in the case of claims
to sovereignty over areas in thinly Populated or unsettled countries,

POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS

531. The political situation is, however, very different from that
generally accepted in international law. Itis widely believed (especi-
ally in the United ~tates) that discovery immediately confers sove-
reignty. There have been numeroys «:;uilp;tif.:ns in the foreign press
and in private publications mi\‘n:tnting all kinds of arguments which
are likely to receive public support and to arouse public pressire on
governments. It is for this reason that such emphasis has been Jaid
on priority of discovery, even when the inchoate title said to have
been acquired by such discoveries has not been followed within a
reasonable time by any subsequent sovernment action. The doctrine
of inchoate title has heen open to widely varying interpretation, with
the result that formal taking of possession fn]lowing a prior discovery
by another nation has given rise to much controversy. :

932. In the United States it has been maintained in the press that
the Monroe Doctrine should be extended into the Antarctic, and all
those features of geographical propinquity and strategic relationship
covered by the term “ natural sphere of influence *’ have been invoked
in Argentina and Chile to support their claims and prove their right
to exclude other Powers from the Falkland Islands Dependencies,
Argentina and Chile have goneastep {urtherh}_,-'claiming that their right
to Graham Land.is strengthened by considerations of “ geological
similarity " | Norwegian PIesS campaigns in the past have een
largely concerned with resentment against British control over
Antarctic whaling outside territorial waters, which, it has been
maintained, cannot be justified on legal grounds. In almost all cases
of political pressure connected with the Antarctic there has been
marked distortion of the true facts,

154829
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Weddell Sea, and certain unknown stretches of coast n the "Mht'rd]fmi:
Antarctic Territory. In the second category the most ,‘mim}?d:l,
examples are Wilkes Coast, Banzare Coast, ?‘1‘]’”_”“ S;"dﬁ[]".l nj:}
Coast, most of Princess Elizabeth Land, Coats Land, King L .
VII Land and Oates Land. In the third category are large ‘”'f'l‘":
in the southern part of Graham Land and small sections of t 1:i
coasts of Kaiser Wilhelm 11 Land, Princess Elizabeth Land anc
Mac-Robertson Land.

527. The application of the ** sector principle " is, in f:u:t,_t.'wrsv‘nli;li
to prevent the absurd situation which might arise if one nation c,ulu‘ cl
claim a strip say 60 miles from the coast because an <rxpﬂ1|t|0_u 12
sledged over it, and another nation could then claim 'r!lll)l]ll?l strip
inside this because an expedition advanced further inland. The
partition of the Antarctic which might result from an attempt to
follow any such procedure would be entirely anomalous.

528. The Imperial Conference of 1926 gave full support to the
“ sector principle ” as applied to the Antarctic. The Imperial
Conference of 1930 did so too, but placed rather more t:m:pha.ms on t_ht-.-
need for effective occupation for the perfection of title. During
the Imperial Conference of 1937 it was again generally agreed that
effective occupation in the Antarctic must for a long time remain
impractical, and that the “ sector principle " still remained the most
satisfactory method by which His Majesty’s Governments could deal
with Antarctic territorial claims.

PRESCRIPTION

529. Although they have many points of similarity, occupation
and prescription are two quite different methods of acquiring rights
to territory. They are similar in that they are both based upon
the two elements of animus (the publicly declared intention to
annex and hold the territory) and factum (the actual display of the
necessary control). However, while occupation is a method of
acquiring territory which is ferra mullius and which is capable of
appropriation, prescription as applied to the acquisition of territory
is a method by which one State acquires territory to which previously
another State had a right. The rights of the first State are extin-
guished in favour of those of the second. In prescription, therefore,
a dispute involves questions of the validity of the conflicting rights
of two States. In occupation, the question may be whether a State
has acquired a title which is good against all other States,

529A. Title by prescription arises out of a long-continued posses-
sion. There is no enactment or usage or accepted doctrine which lays

down the length of time required for international prescription, and
no full definition of the degree of control which will confer territorial
property on a nation has been attempted. It certainly does not
depend solely on occupation or the exercise of any clearly defined
acts. When a claim is formally notified to the world and remains
uncontested, the claim is thereby strengthened. His Majesty’s
Government in the United Kingdom have taken the view that
absence of protest by foreign Governments may be accepted as a tacit
recognition of British rights.

530. In the East Greenland dispute between Norway and Denmark
in 1933, the Permanent Court emphasized that a claim to sovereignty
based merely upon continued display of authority involves two
elements each of which must be shown to exist : the intention and
will to act as sovereign, and some actual exercise or (ii.-;play of such
authority. The tribunal in this case had to decide which of two claims
was the stronger. Consequently the smallest details of t:xpiqrminﬁ
and research were considered relevant in addition to the usual
exercise of government functions, It is, however, impossible to read
the records of the decisions in cases of territorial sovereignty without
observing that in many cases the tribunal has been satisfied with very
little in the way of the actual EXercise of h(]\'(']'('ig‘” l‘ighls, pm\-‘idcd




139

subject of much discussion in connection with the Arctic where
claims have been made that all land, known or unknown 'wi'llllin the
triangle formed by the two meridians of longitude starlillu.: from the
castern and western boundaries of territory at the base of the sector
belongs :u_t!nr ~n\'--i't--igr; of the territory at the base of the m-(-[m';- The
principle is only applicable to the Antarctic in a modified form.
Whereas in the Arctic the base of each sector is taken to be lIu:
eastern and western boundaries of the nearest mainland territory in
the Antarctic (where the mainland is separated from the nearest
inhabited territory by considerable spaces of open sea) the base can
only be that portion of the outlying part of the Antarctic continent
to which title has been established by the Power concerned. Any
strict application of the “ sector principle ” as applied in parts. of
the Arctic might prove serious]y embarrassing to the title of the
Crown in the Falkland Islands Dependencies, and His Majesty’s
Government only need to have recourse to it in the extension of their
claims to the Pole,

524. The general argument on which the *“ sector principle " has
hitherto rested in the Antarctic is that only the Power in effective
occupation of the coast possesses the means of access to, and conse-
quently control over, the hinterland. It may be argued against the
principle, as applied in this way, that it has the result of enabling a
Power, by occupying certain territory on the fringe of the continent,
to lay claim to a hinterland which may never have been occupied,
or even visited, It might now be further contended that recent
developments in aviation have rendered the hinterland accessible
without possession of the coastal fringe, and consequently that some
areas to which British claims have been asserted are not within
definitive British sovereignty, but are rather territories to which
one of His Majesty’s Governments possess an inchoate right based
on discovery and/or some formal act of annexation which still
remains to be followed up.

525. The statement of the United States Government with regard
to Admiral Byrd’s claims in the Pacific Sector in 1930 (paragraph 322)
indicated that the force of the argument about control of the Antarctic
coastline was then appreciated, but in 1939 Mr. Cordell Hull's
attitude to Mr. Ellsworth’s claim to the hinterland of Princess
Elizabeth Land (paragraph 403), and the more recent American
interest in the Pacific Sector (paragraphs 428-433), suggest that the
United States Government may wish to contest the “ sector principle *
i the Antarctic. The Norwegian Government has for long opposed
the “ sector principle " in its application to both the Arctic and
Antarctic, l-}uwv\':.-r, the settlement of the last of their outstanding

tic claims in 1931 (paragraph 103), their subsequent claim to the
unexplored hinterland of Queen Maud Land in 1939 (paragraph 418),
and their recognition of the boundaries of the Australian Antarctic
Territory (paragraph 397), now appear to have removed any possibility
of further opposition. In the case of France, if the " sector prin-
ciple " had been compromised in Adélie Land by a British refusal
to recognise more than the narrow strip of coast which D'Urville
actually saw, the claims of His Majesty's Governments to a number
of other areas would have been greatly weakened (paragraph 360).
It is also evident that neither Argentina nor Chile would wish
1o oppose the ** sector principle,” for if it were to be applied to the

tarctic in the same way as it has been applied to parts of the
Arctic, the principle would give considerable support to their c]auns_.

526. All Antarctic territories to which British claims are main-
tained have at least been included in some proclamation of annexa-
tion, but some of those included by the application of the " sector
pfiTlCipIg " are still totally unknown, others Ili!\"l_.‘ never been l;u_}t!w]
upon by British subjects and have only been sighted from HI'IlIISh
ships or aircraft, and yet others have only been 51;4I|L:cd by furl_-u,'n
Expeditions, In the first category are almost all the inland regions
i British territories except the southern part of Victoria Land and
the South Magnetic Pole area, a large part of the south coast of the
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charting of coasts and anchorages and the construction of nf‘_‘}"{"i’.}’#
beacons near whaling centres ; by topographical surveys ““']_"“_l{ it I:*rt
research covering a wide field : and by the relief of *ll':!!l'?“‘t ."f tir:n
explorers. In particular, the extensive voyages of _ill\‘_‘-“l -'M]Q'?Fi
carried out by the ships of the Discovery Committee bmm“—l;k[\ i
and 1938 may be regarded as an effective p;:irnl of the Falklanc
Islands I)vpvn'r.lvncin.c.* (see Fig. 13).

520. The South Orkney and South Shetland Islands present ld
special case in which only one island of each group has been (?rr..l‘!li“'-’lf :
When in 1942 the problem of the South Orkneys was under consic *‘!‘tli-
tion, the question was raised whether it would be possible to establis ;
effective possession over the whole group by means of a imﬁ,)j
residing on one island of the group only. The view of a Lega
Adviser of the Foreign Office was that the answer ° llt:‘pt;‘lltl)s on
whether the islands are so situated that a party on one island can
maintain control over the whole group, that is to say a sufficient
control in the light and the character and position of the islands in
question. . . . There are many instances all over the world
where sovereignty over a closely packed group of islands is main-
tained although only one of the isg;nuls is inhabited. On tln; other
hand, there are also instances of closely packed groups of islands
where the sovereignty over the whole group does not belong to
the same Power, and one of the ways in which this can come about
1s that one Power establishes itself in control of one island, does not
look after the others, and then another Power comes and occuples
one of the others. This is, I suggest, the situation which would
result in the South Orkneys if we were to leave the Argentines alone
on Laurie Island and not land there, but were to establish ourselves
on Coronation Island.”

521. The general conclusion to be drawn from international
arbitrations is that if a State takes effective possession of an
island which is generally regarded as belonging to a group of islands,
it does not follow that the State, on that account, acquires sovereignty
also over the other islands in the group. The sovereignty is limited
to the areas over which it exercises control. In this connection the
Award of the Permanent Court of Arbitration in the case of Palmas
(or Miangas) Island in 1925 seems particularly relevant. It was then
established that, ** if in a dispute as to sovereignty over a portion of
territory, one party’s claim is based on the fact of the actual exercise
of sovereignty, it cannot be sufficient for the other party to establish
the title by which the territory was validly acquired at a certain
moment ; it must also be shown that the territorial sovereignty has
continued to exist and did exist at the moment which for the decision
of the dispute must be considered as critical. Territorial sovereignty
involves the exclusive right to display the activities of a State vy |
cannot limit itself to the negative side of excluding the activities of
other States.”

522. The Arbitral Award of 1931 relating to Chipperton Island is
also of considerable interest. It was considered that the absence of
any positive exercise of French authority did not imply the forfeiture
of an acquisition already definitely perfected by prior taking of
possession in 1858 and subsequent publication of the French intention
to consider the island as her territory. It was held that these acts
were sufficient to maintain French sovereignty. It is important to
note that in the case of this island, which was for long completely
uninhabited, occupation was held to have been completed from the
moment of taking possession,

THE " SECTOR PRINCIPLE ™
523. The ** sector principle " is one whereby definitive occupation
of a territory on the northern fringe of the Antarctic is held to give a
right of sovereignty over the whole hinterland of that territory to
its apex at the South Pole, Since 1887 the principle has been the

* See footnote on . 137,
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316. All British claims I the Antarctic are based on definitive W 11222270/50
accupation and control, though the extent to which this o, iy of 1938
practice apply- in. the Antarctic s naturally far less than in lower
latitudes. Ihc'-n‘- has been some difference of opin‘inn. between the
Bn‘t15h_ and Imu_-ll States  Governments as to what mnut.imu-g
definitive occupation for Antarctic purposes. It has been main.
tained by several authorities on international Jaw that pold.r I'l?g;ﬂn\'
are by their natyre incapable of occupation in the ordinary sense
of the term and are therefore not capable of nm‘.u.p;ninn'iﬁ the
same way that ordinary territories are. The United States
Go‘_'orm!n:m, when desiring to challenge British claims, have :;lmwr;l
a disposition to adopt this point of view. The view of His n‘[ai(‘stytq
Government s that whereas in the case of normal territories
definitive occupation entails the existence of settlers and the estab.-
lishment of the ordinary forms of government, police, judiciary, ete
this conception of definitive Occupation is not applicable to 'pol:;;
territories, by reason of their geographical and climatic conditions
In other words, the standard of what constitutes definitive occupation
and control must vary with the material conditions of the territory
concerned. In the case of Antarctic territories it has been sufficient
in the view of His Majesty’s Government . to legislate for the tvrritorvf
to issue l‘u:vncvs for whaling and other activities within its boundaries.
to visit it on some occasions,* to appoint magistrates (who may be
resident elsewhere) to deal with the commission of any crimes therein
and generally to exercise sovereign functions so far as the material
conditions of the territory call for the exercise of these functions.

517. The published view of the United States Government on
these matters still remains that laid down by Mr, Hughes in 1924 -
“ If an explorer is able to ascertain the existence of land still unknown :«'af-::r:a::-m”
to civilization, his act of so-called discovery, coupled with a formal Relations of the
taking of possession, would have no significance save as he might :q'é';"(‘:f"'-’»"
herald the advent of the settler ; and where, for climatic or other Washington,
reasons, actual settlement would be an impossibility, as in the case ' P SI9.
of the Polar Regions, such conduct on his part would afford frail
support for a reasonable claim of sovereignty "' (see also paragraph 400).
In November 1934, the United States Government declared that
. they could not admit that sovereignty accrues from mere discovery
unaccomnpanied by occupancy and use (paragraph 330).
518. Whilst His Majesty’s Government have, in the past, held that
the principle of permanent human occupation is not applicable to the
| the Antarctic for obvious climatic reasons,* it is evident, since the
| establishment of the United States Antarctic Service in 1939, that
the United States Government have been contemplating the per-
manent occupation of at least two localities on the Antarctic mainland
(paragraphs 338-343). It is, moreover, quite clear t‘h;‘u this pl_;m can
easily be carried out if considered expedient for political or scientific
reasons. It has, in fact, been carried out at Laurie Island by the
Argentine Government.
519. The British areas in the Antarctic have been provided with
administrative institutions suitable for the local conditions. Thus in
South Georgia, where there are permanent settlements, there is a
resident magistrate and staff, with police, customs and post office
organization, There was also a resident magistrate wnh similar
responsibilities at Deception Island during the period when it was
used as a whaling station. Apart from these two tslar}ds, the two
former French settlements at K:-rgm-iw;. and the .-\rgcn_tmv meteoro-
logical station at Laurie Island {n the South Orkneys, tnm:ai has been
no ““ settlement " in the Antarctic. The temporary t’S"tilhli.ﬂlllll.‘.llt‘I.Jf:
expedition base huts constitutes the only other ’()CL:JI')‘}IIII‘HIIL. [slu
Appendix III, pp. 168-169).  British r:.u_nln‘;l li}d:: be ?:]]. t‘|u1" :::m\
asserted by appropriate legislation for c;l(‘l_l ])L‘P{ nde [IL};I A ]l}.w_t\lt e
of whaling and sealing !_l(‘t‘lli"‘('h ill]ll‘ the 1t'gul‘.1‘tuﬁl ;:}ti {I[ I—hi i
these industries ; by visits of exploring vessels and of H.M. ships ; by

=g Q. \ | v f i his view, and British occapation
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- 2o Sl ; : a flag from an
Government. The act of hoisting a flag or dropping 'llf” IILV donein
aeroplane has in itself no significance unless this is wilfull
connection with a claim.

512. The position resulting from the above views 13 thereﬁnst
that if someone acting on behalf of a foreign (u'nw:rnment or w 'Orr(:
act is subsequently ratified and adopted by the}l (:o'.'crnmenlt:’. \\’::‘t;
to purport to take possession (either by dropping a flag . Y. ‘l )
other formal act) of a termtory over w}nch_l-hs Majesty eit 1§.r
possesses sovereignty by definitive occupation or _(‘.omr(_)l,t Ul"
possesses an inchoate right to establish sovereignty, His Majes s
Government are entitled to protest and to maintain that the action
has no validity.

513. Tt does not seem possible that two countries Fould
simultaneously have an inchoate right to the same piece of territory.
Ruling out the unlikely event of an absolutely simultaneous discovery
or simultaneous taking possession of the same piece of territory by
representatives of two different countries, the position will be that
the discovery or formal taking possession by the representative of the
one country will be prior in time. This will give that country an
inchoate right, and while that right lasts no other country will be
able to establish any right at all to the territory, even an inchoate
right. The length of time during which the right lasts i1s com-
paratively short, but it must vary according to the nature of the
territory and its acquisition. Having regard to the difficulty of
fitting out Antarctic expeditions and the amount of time which such
an expedition must occupy, His Majesty’s Government have taken
the view that an initial act of discovery or a formal taking possession
would give the country on whose behalf it is made an inchoate right
which would last from, say, three to five years. During that time a
formal taking possession on behalf of another country would have no
validity. After the lapse of the period in question other countries
could then establish rights for themselves. There have been no cases
of simultaneous discovery or taking possession in the Antarctic, but
on several occasions there have been independent discoveries of
the same land or adjacent lands with an interval of only a few days.
Questions also arise as to the extent of an area which is covered
by an act of discovery or by an act of occupation. There is, however,
considerable diversity of opinion on the length of time during which
inchoate rights may last, for most jurists have only been prepared
to define thisas ' a reasonable time "

514. It must be understood, however, that the doctrine of
inchoate title is by no means firmly established as a legal principle. Its
significance is more political than legal, and it should be used with
caution, especially as an argument in connection with discoveries
made during aircraft flights over polar regions. It is doubtful whether
any court would uphold the view that the act of flying over terra
nullius is, in itself, sufficient to provide even provisional legal rights.
Some writers have shown a strong tendency towards rrtsta!li:;ing
the vague principle of inchoate title into a definite rule of law. The
whole doctrine probably amounts to little more than this—that if
one country finds new land, it is an unfriendly act for another
country to jump the claim before the first has had time to make it
good.

OCCUPATION AND CONTROL

515. A study of decisions in international arbitrations dealing
with disputes over territories where the question at issue was
acquisition by occupation or prescription, has made clear the great
importance attached nowadays by tribunals to actual use and
occupation, as opposed to claims based on ancient titles unaccoms-
panied by physical administration.*

* See especinlly the East Greenland case of 1933 and the Palmas Island case of 1925
main points in the Greenland Judgment, and its implications in the Antarctic. ar )
N 4775/102/15 of 1933. Both cases are fully discussed by W, E |
Paris, Vol. 4, 1934, pp. 218-163
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cases ,-'-tlill rr-nminlx‘.]l quite impossible to locate their discoveries even
approximately. Subsequent surveys demonstrated that the features
which they claimed to have " discovered " pear practicailv no
relation to the true facts ; yet no one would denv that they had
“sighted " large areas of previously unknown territory. Surveying
from an aeroplane in the Antarctic, even with the most modern
methods, cannot be considered reliable without subsequent con-
firmation by land parties ; it is also certain that the most t?xpérierit‘ml
observers are unable to make observations of any great value frf:)m
above a height of about 2,000 ft. The conditions of visibility are so
uncertain, and vary so quickly, that estimations of distances and
heights can only be accepted when checked and confirmed by
dl‘f&lll(!l"] survey on the ground itself, For these reasons it is usually
impossible to evaluate the contribution made by an expedition until
many years later, and 4Ny map purporting to show the relative
ll‘.ngth_:i‘uf coastline “ discovered or “ surveyed " by different
expeditions is likely to be highly misleading unless full information is
provided on the methods by which a new map has been constructed.

509. In this connection there are three main types of discovery "
for consideration :—(1) Claims to discovery of land in areas which
are later found to be sea, or reports of sea in areas which are later
found to be land. In most cases these discrepancies are due to
mirage effects, faulty navigation or sheer incompetence. The land
exists but has been incorrectly located. (2) Flights over new land
features which have not been recognised as such until a later
expedition has located the route of the aircraft by comparison of
photographs. This can be an extremely laborious task, but has more
than once been the means of proving that an explorer did not go
where he thought he went. (3) Discoveries of adjacent areas of pre-
viously unknown territory by two or more different explorers who
have not given any clear account of the extent or nature of their
discoveries. In these circumstances there is scope for controversy
which can usnally be solved only by further and more acenrate
surveys.

510. Disputes over priority of discovery usually arise in the first
place because it is found that the same features have been given more
than one name (see Appendix XVII, pp. 195-196). In considering
averlapping and competing place-names, it is important to bear in
mind the dates of discovery and survey rather than those of publica-
tion. The prior announcement of discoveries by wireless during
some recent concurrent expeditions does not necessarily imply
priority of discovery. !

INCHOATE RIGHTS BASED ON FORMAL CLAIMS

511. A list of the occasions upon which formal claims have been
made in the Antarctic is given in Appendix IT (pp. 155-157). The
Foreign Office Legal Advisers have inclined to the opinion (though
the point is no doubt arguable) that the actual nature of the act
by which a claim is asserted is immaterial so long as it is sufficiently
definite to indicate an intention of making a claim. The normal
method is to land and hoist a flag, but it would be quite wrong to
suppose that there is any magic in that particular action or that a
claim cannot be legally asserted in other ways. There IS no par-
ticular necessity for the act of actually standing on ferra firma and
hoisting a flag. The air over territory is deemed to be part of the
territory, and this applies just as much to terra nullius as to tl:‘rT.ltl.fr_\.'
under a specific sovereignty. In the opinion of the Foreign Office
Legal Advisers, a flight over a territory constitutes contact with
that territory. All that is necessary, therefore, to assert a Chl!m
to it is ““ to perform some definite act of a more or less {‘.i"l't‘ﬂlf).n.la}!
character which will constitute evidence that a claim was m'mh:.
That is the only object of hoisting a flag. The (lruppmgl of :1:111;:
from an aeroplane is legally as satisfactory a way of iml-lt'l ’.1_5
landing and hoisting a flag. The act of hoisting a flag and mal llng3 la
formal claim has in itself no validity if carried out by an v_\pfo]r(_l?
Without the previous authorization or subsequent ratification of his
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CHAPTER XV
THE ACQUISITION OF SOVEREIGNTY OVER POLAR AREAS
VIEWS OF HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT

o 505. When the Imperial Conference of 1926 showed .sm.r‘:l'
Reviso) of 1928, 3icposition to proceed at once to a declaration of sovereignty over
parts of the Antarctic discovered by British (_'-xp(-.‘rht‘mns, |1i_“\:;;~i
pointed out that under the generally accepted view in 'mt»ﬂ:nallth"t
law priority of discovery alone cannot confer a lasting title, - I lj'
before such a title can be perfected discovery must be fnl!nwff ‘ \]
(1) occupation (interpreted elastically in the case of territories where
permanent effective occupation is impossible), and (2) a dvc!?anm}
of sovereignty by means of some formal act, such as the issue o
Letters Patent or an Order in Council. The Conference somewhat
reluctantly accepted this view. The Committee on Polar questions
Secret E(30) 38 appointed by the Imperial Conference of 1930 also o;cpressed the view
e that while discovery and formal acts of annexation are both cir-
cumstances which assist a claim, they do not by themselves constitute
a valid title and must be followed by occupation ; that the important
element in considering whether a title by occupation has been
established is the degree of control which can, in the circumstances,
be exercised in the area ; that such control in the case of the Antarctic
| need not be continuous (since this would be impossible), but may
be intermittent or periodical, provided, however, that it attains such
effectiveness as is reasonably possible along the coasts of the areas
which are the subject of a claim.

506. In 1936, when Mr. Ellsworth’s claim to James W, Ellsworth
Land was under discussion, the Foreign Office Legal Advisers
wioizioso  reviewed the methods by which territorial claims are made. In
ut 1N their opinion there are three different types of claims under inter-
national law : (1) The claim by virtue of discovery. This gives an
inchoate right, which lasts for a short time after the discovery, to
acquire the territory by occupation. (2) A commencement of
occupation ; that is to say the formal act of claiming the territory
for a certain country. This again gives an inchoate right, which is
only effective for a limited time, to perfect the claim by administra-
tion. (3) A completed acquisition by occupation ; that is to say
the setting up of the necessary administration for the occupied
territory which complies with the standard of effectiveness required
by international law.

INCHOATE RIGHT BASED ON DISCOVERY

507. The Legal Advisers of the Foreign Office are of the opinion
that the act of discovery per se is a good initial basis for a claim and
. gives the inchoate right mentioned above (paragraph 506). The
[ mere sight of unknown land from a ship or aircraft is sufficient to
found a claim by discovery. There has, however, been acrimonious
controversy over questions of priority of discovery in some areas,
e.g., north Graham Land (Appendix X, pp. 180-182), the South
Orkney Islands (Appendix XI, p. 181), Wilkes Land (Appendix XII,
pp. 182-184), and King George VI Sound in south Graham Land
(paragraph 168). Apart from competing place-names, most of
these disputes are of historical interest only, for any question of
inchoate title that may have been acquired by such discoveries
has now either been settled by diplomatic negotiation or has not
been followed within a reasonable time by any subsequent Govern-
ment action.

I W 1401/270/50
I of 1936

508. The problems that are most likely to arise in any future
dispute are due to uncertainty as to what properly constitutes
“ discovery.” Perhaps the most striking recent examples of doubtful
“* discoveries "' are those made from the air in South Graham Land by
Sir Hubert Wilkins in 1928 and 1929 and by Mr. Lincoln Ellsworth in
1935, Both these explorers flew over and took occasional photographs
of very large tracts of unknown territory, but until later expeditions
examined the same regions from the ground it has been (and in some
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may be obtained, afford facilities for ships in calm weather, A well
illustrated account of the geography of }'Ia(:tt]liarit* l‘il:lll[l is 'i.\'l-::ol :
Sir Douglas Mawson in Screntific Reports -lm:!rr;(c:.'w'mx. {?Ml. ‘;Y
Espatalon, 191114, Series A, “Vol, § (Sydues 100 It-ig¢ o
consideration Wwhether active steps should pe .t‘rl;'-‘ K I:\ ise
British sovereignty there. daxKen 10 exercise

OTHER ISLANDS

3113__: Dougherty or Swain's Island, alleged to be situated in
lat. 59° 5., long. 119 W., has been generally regarded as British by
right of d_lscmn‘-r_sn_ having been reported by Captain [)nuglu-&v in
1841. This claim is disputable, however, since 1t may be identical
with the island reported in this vicinity by the American Cf;.ptél'in
Swain in lS(lU,_ and by Captain Macy, also an American, in :1hnﬁt
1806. The existence of Dougherty Tsland is extremely 'tloubtful;
1o recorded landing has ever been made, and it certainly does not
lie in the reported position, where soundings of over 2,000 fathoms
have I_)t'.@n tI.IkCI‘I‘ It has, however, been leased to Norwegian W]l:l]t‘l'\:«‘
by His Majesty’s Government and has also been the subject of
diplomatic exchanges with Nurway. The history of the nmerous
unsuccessful searches for this island has been examined by Lieutenant-
Commander R. T. Gould in Oddities (London, 1928), p.p, 225-33.

'5{}4. Although outside the area dealt with in this Handbook,
brief notes are appended on four further islands which are of
importance in connection with meteorological and other studies in
the Southern Ocean : '

I'ristan da Cunha (1at. 37° 05 S., long. 12° 168" W.) has been
known since 1506 when it was discovered by the Portuguese
Admiral Tristdo da Cunha. It has been occupied by British
colonists since 1816, and became part of the British Empire in
1875. On January 12th 1938 Letters Patent were issued declaring
;l:lrisran and its outlying islands to be a Dependency of St,

elena. '

Gough Island (lat. 40° 20" S., long. 10° W.) was discovered
in the sixteenth century by a Portuguese navigator who named
it Diego Alvarez. It seems to have been lost sight of until, in
1731, Captain Gough, homeward bound to England in his ship
Richmond round the Cape of Good Hope, sighted the island,
which was henceforth called after him. It was only slowly
that geographers came to the conclusion that Diego Alvarez
and Gough were the same island, and then the earlier name
gradually disappeared from charts. Gough Island has been
claimed as British territory since Captain Gough reported it.
On January 12th 1938 Letters Patent were issued declaring
Gough Island to be a Dependency of St. Helena. On March
29th 1938 H.M.S. Milford called at the island. Following
instructions from the Colonial Office, Captain R. L. B. Cunliffe
landed with a party to hoist the Union Jack and leave a formal
record of the wvisit.

St. Paul Island (lat. 38° 43’ S., long. 77° 31’ E.) has
been known since the beginning of the sixteenth century ;
it lies on the direct route of sailing ships between the
Cape of Good Hope and Australia, and has therefore been
visited frequently, A French settlement was established on
the island in 1843 and there has been intermittent French
occupation since that date until 1931. Possession was formally
taken for France by the warship Ewre in 1893. The island was
placed under the authority of the Government General of
Madagascar in 1924, g

Amsterdam Island (lat. 37° 50" S., {i__)ll'[:.) 77° 34’ E.) was
probably discovered at the same time as St. Paul. l_t IIIH never
been inhabited except for brief visits by s_vahr“rs, Pl_)hSt?_';H’ll_Jl] '\f{m
formally taken for France by the warship Eure :ll‘l_b:)J‘. l‘ ¢
island ‘was [:l;lt‘t‘ll under the authority of the Government
General of Madagascar in 1924,
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499. In December 1911 five members of the A_ustra,lfigletlgnr?il:];ﬂ-:‘flt;i
Expedition were landed on Macquarie lsl:_lnd, with th'h in e e
they should remain for one year. Owing to une.\peCtgf o
stances they were not finally picked up until December l?l i
this period the island was surveyed and a full mf_‘-t"ﬂltﬂ ”gtr;'iwl =
was kept. Important biological researches were :Ei:?«) ca - i
During 1914 and 1915 the meteorological station was\:{n}ann o
party provided by the Commonwealth Government Meteor ;;'arv
Burean. War conditions then prevailing determined the tempo 4
closing of the station and it has not since been re-established (para
graph 69).

500. Macquarie Island has long been attached as a ‘“‘T‘P'i'“d“f““-.";
of Tasmania.* In 1890 an attempt was made by the New Z{‘Qldm
Government to annex the island. It was then discovered U“.‘.t the
island had been attached to Tasmania “‘ for some 70 years,” and
efforts of the New Zealand Government to have it transferred to
New Zealand were fruitless. As a result of the interest thus aroused
in the island the Tasmanian Government passed regulations in 1891
prohibiting the killing of seals without a permit. In that year a
lease for this purpose was taken out by Mr, Joseph Hatch of
Invercargill, and every year parties of men were sent _rlnm? to
collect seal and penguin oil. Owing to a series of financial crises,
the rent for the island remained for years unpaid, but in 1914 Mr.
Hatch floated the *“Southern Islands Exploration Company ", largely
with New Zealand capital, and from that date the business was
conducted with greater efficiency under a lease renewable annually
at the discretion of the Tasmanian Government. The lease continued
until 1918, but, even with the high war-time price of oil, the Govern-
ment experienced difficulty in collecting the rent. A further extension
of lease for one year was granted in 1918 to enable the company to
remove their plant, but this operation was never effected. The
company then went into liquidation., Since that date the Tasmanian
Government have refused to renew licences for the boiling of penguins
for oil, and no licences for sealing have been issued since 1919, In
1918 conversations took place between the Tasmanian and Common-
wealth Governments resulting in an offer of the island to the Common-
wealth Government, as a faunal reserve, for £14,000. Since the
island had previously been valued at less than £1,000 the negotiations
failed,

501, Since the withdrawal of the sealing gangs of the “ Southern
Islands Exploration Company " in 1918, Macquarie Island has been
visited only by the Norwegian factory ship Sir James Clark Ross,
which anchored there on her way to the Ross Sea in 1923, by the
Discovery, which called there for a few days in 1930, and by
occasional unauthorized sealing vessels. The British claim seems at
no time to have been either disputed or recognised by any other
govermment ; no correspondence about Macquarie Island can be
traced in the Foreign Office archives.

S502. In 1933 the weight of public opinion in Tasmania caused the
Government to declare Macquarie Island a sanctuary for native
animal life, The elephant seals are again increasing and could
probably provide the basis for a controlled industry on a small scale.
At various times suggestions have been advanced for fur farming
and the raising of sheep, cattle or reindeer. It is unlikely, however
that such activities could in themselves be sufficiently remunerative
to attract settlers to such a remote locality, and they would probably
conflict with a policy of conserving the local fauna. The future
importance of the island appears to lie in its undoubted value as a site
for a meteorological station (paragraph 69 and Appendix XVT, p. 194)
and in its possible value as a staging point in a future st'rat;egic air-
route (paragraph 61). There are unfortunately no well-defined bays
or safe anchorages ; but several open roadsteads, where some shelter

i * Letters Patent issned by Queen Victoria on Qctober 29th 1900
Governor of Tasmania, include Macquarie Island as part of Tasmania

constituting the office of
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Sealing and Whaling Company " of Capetown. This British C

Imn}-t_ :!1 ﬁllhl.tih!'l}“‘\' ;;f Ilr\'in and Johnson {Souih Afrlica.} ['trl] J{\Jq.:lglq
granted exclusive whaling, sealing, guano and mineral rights at an
:mn_lml rental of £ l‘tl(l, The terms nfi’i'he lease in[(]:‘;:lnét*rill:‘]ﬁi:?;i':;{l1‘tm
L r]|spl;|:v l!}:» British flag as occasion may require i;: proof of s ]U
occupation, " and the obligation to erect 2 navigational beacon on llIICu:
1sl;m¢_!.~c, By request of the company, however. the fp-me was
terminated on March 21st 1934, and no further payrﬁf*ntq wa;é :.11:1(11"
The company stated that they had exercised their l-ig‘t{ts lindfrr the

lease until 1930 but that conditions had then developed which made

elephant sealing unprofitable,

496. In 1929 Sir Douglas Mawson drew attention to press reports

of the Mangoro's visit, and enquired whether it was desired that he
should re-assert British sovereignty over Heard Island The
Colonial Office confirmed the view of the Inter-departnu-'nt.:ll Polar
Cmnm_ﬂlvo that no further action was required, since British
sovereignty had already been asserted and acknowledged by the
payment of rental and export duty by the Kerguelen Sualinq and
Whaling Company.” Tt was considered that any attempt to take
possession n the name of His Majesty would only tend to throw
doubt on the existing British title. AcE‘ordingly, when the Discovery
visited Heard Island in 1929, one of the old sealer’s huts was occupied
for several days and the Union Jack was flown. but no formal claim
was made,

497. British sovereignty over the islands has at no time been
disputed or formally recognised by any other Government, [t
shonld be noted that only one licence has been granted (to a British
company), and that this licence terminated in 1934. It may therefore
be argued that this does not constitute anything more than prima
facie evidence of British sovereignty. Furthermore, there remains a
doubt whether the islands may not now be regarded as having been
definitively abandoned. It does not appear that the islands have
any potential economic value apart from limited elephant sealing,
and there are no good harbours. It is possible, however, that Heard
Island might in the future be of strategic importance in connection
with air operations over the South Indian Ocean, since there are
several areas where landing strips could be built. The McDonald
Islands are too small and precipitous to arouse any political interest,

MACQUARIE ISLAND

498. Macquarie Island (lat. 54° 37’ S., long. 158° 54’ E.) was
discovered on April 10th 1810 by Frederick Hasselbourgh, Master of
the brig Perseverance, one of Messrs. Campbell and Co.’s sealing
vessels from Sydney. The island, which was named after the then
Governor of New South Wales, proved to be a valuable new sealing
ground, for every beach was crowded with elephant and fur seals.
It was immediately visited by the sealing fleets ; more than 100,000
skins and a large quantity of oil being procured in the first season,
As in the case of the other islands in the Southern Ocean, there was no
attempt to control the slanghter ; within five years there were so few
seals left that only one vessel was employed in the trade between 1815
and 1820, and sealers then found that the island was scarcely worth a
visit. In these early years Macquarie Island was visited by the
Russian expedition m the Vostok and Mirny: (1820) and by the
United States expedition in the Peacock and Flying Fish (1840), but
very little has been recorded of the island’s history during this period.
Evidently there was desultory sealing carried on until it ceased again
about 1855. Messrs. Elder and Nichols of New Zealand were con-
ducting sealing operations on the island about the year 1880. The
Discovery landed a party for a few hours in 1901, and the following
year Lord Ranfurly, Governor of New Zealand, made a brief visit

to collect specimens for the British Museum. Hir !irm-sl Shackleton's
expedition in the Nimrod also made a brief visit in 1909,
(C54829) 24
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for the establishment of a whale
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rise to difficulties, but

3 vine advaz sl by
in order to avoid all risk of a subsequent claim being advanced by

might be informed that His Majesty’s Government were p
consider an application for a _Ir‘;-sr
fishery in the islands, Sir E. Gre i
formal annexation of the islands would give

some other Power, he suggested that it would be _prn.-ir_*rab_h'r to ]r__'i:tlm:
the islands in the first instance to a British mln«ct or firm. 1“1
Colonial Office considered that the adoption of ”}1-“ suggestion “"\‘"'“l
give rise to Norwegian suspicion of British sn\-"‘l""'l.l{n‘_"-f“l“i h“.f-{g""tkl‘”
that a lease reciting British sovereignty \\'nu‘i;l be suﬂir:wn!_ g1 r:;l'm.::
for asserting any claim that His Majesty’s Government might 1-{\‘(.1
to the islands. Sir E. Grey saw no objection to this procedure, an
in August 1908 he addressed a note to the Norwegian Lr_‘g;}tlfm
stating that His Majesty’s Government were prepared to "r”m'-hj;r’dlflr
application for a lease of the islands for the purpose of establishing
a whale fishery.

492. Early in 1910 Mr. P. Bogen of the *' Sandefjord Wha[gng
Company "’ was granted an option, expiring on May 31st, for taking
up an exclusive licence to occupy the Heard Islands* for three years
" for his own use " .and “ for the purpose of establishing a whale
fishery depot.” Mr. Bogen, however, did not exercise his option.
In December 1909 he had made a private agreement with Mr. Johan
Bryde of the “ South African Whaling Company " at Capetown.
Mr. Bryde undertook to send a whaling reconnaissance expedition to
Heard Island, and it was agreed that the privileges and responsibilities
of the licence for the island would be shared between them. The
agrecment referred to the licence as if it had already been issued to
Mr. Bogen, which was not the case. On hearing of this, Mr. Bryde
attempted to secure the licence for himself, since Mr. Bogen clearly
did not wish to exercise his option until he had received Mr. Bryde's
report on the island. Until Mr. Bogen's option expired, the Colonial
Office could not grant Mr. Bryde's request, and they repeatedly
refused to recognise that he had any rights except those of Mr.
Bogen's agent, should confirmation be received that he had in fact
been formally appointed in that capacity. The situation was
further complicated at this stage by a report from Mr. Bogen's
solicitors which implied that no contract existed between himself
and Mr. Bryde.

493. While the negotiations about the licence were still proceed-
ing, an unauthorized expedition to the islands was organized by Mr.
Bryde with Mr. Bogen's concurrence. The floating factory Mangoro
(Captain Anton Evensen) left Natal on March 8th 1910. Mr. Bryde
instructed the captain to erect a beacon and to arrange for British
subjects among his crew to hoist the Union Jack on Heard Island,
thus fulfilling the terms of Mr. Bogen's draft licence (see p. 160).
I'he South African press reported that this ceremony took place on
March 25th. On. April 7th the Colonial Office reminded Mr. Bryde
that his expedition had been despatched without authority and that
Lord Crewe reserved full liberty of action with regard to it.t

494. At this time there were press rumours of a protest by the
French Vice-Consul at Durban against the British annexation of
the islands. These rumours proved to be unfounded, and the
Colonial Office were informed . in June 1910, that the Foreign Office
saw no objection to the issue of the proposed licence to Mr, Bogen.
The licence, however, was apparently never issued.} The " Sande-
fjord Whaling Company " developed its activities elsewhere, and
Heard Island remained unvisited until 1926.

495, On October 9th 1926 Heard and McDonald Tslands were
leased by His Majesty’s Government for ten years to the * Kerguelen

* For licensing purposes Heard and MeDonald Islands have always been considers

t In the draft of Mr. Bogen's licence no sealing rights were granted
arise over the " customary rights, if any ' of the United States sealing
visit the island

{ The relevant papers have been destroved under statote

d together,
1D case any dispute should
rangs who were known to
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formal annexation of the islands would give nse to di “;‘1 (‘.t‘.d b
in order to avoid all risk of a subsequent claim being a ‘i"}“: ‘I"lﬁ'f‘
some other Power, he suggested that it would be preferable to !]‘}u
the islands in the first instance to a British 511}__;]((‘-1 ‘”_ _“,rm' ould
Colonial Office considered that the adoption of this samgvhtlml, :‘-.f:;lw-_l
give rise to Norwegian suspicion of British sovereignt ."-_f"'_'f] h"iﬂﬁil\m{.ls
that a lease reciting British sovereignty \}"Hl]"i be sufficient i‘r ,| o
for asserting any claim that His Majesty’s Government might ha I
to the islands. Sir E. Grey saw no objection to this procedure, an¢
in August 1908 he addressed a note to the Nnt‘“’"'gml? .I'_?%;E“m::
stating that His Majesty’s Government were prepared to ‘f”";’!;.'_'ll e
application for a lease of the islands for the purpose of establishing
a whale fishery.

492, Early in 1910 Mr. P. Bogen of the  Sandefjord Whal!ng
Company " was granted an option, expiring on May 31st, for takmg
up an exclusive licence to occupy the Heard Islands* for three years
" for his own use " .and “ for the purpose of establishing a whale
fishery depot.” Mr. Bogen, however, did not exercise his option,
In December 1909 he had made a private agreement with Mr. Johan
Bryde of the " South African Whaling Company " at Capetown.
Mr. Bryde undertook to send a whaling reconnaissance expedition to
Heard Tsland, and it was agreed that the privileges and responsibilities
of the licence for the island would be shared between them. The
agreement referred to the licence as if it had already been issued to
Mr. Bogen, which was not the case. On hearing of this, Mr. Bryde
attempted to secure the licence for himself, since Mr. Bogen clearly
did not wish to exercise his option until he had received Mr. Bryde's
report on the island. Until Mr. Bogen’s option expired, the Colonial
Office could not grant Mr. Bryde's request, and they repeatedly
refused to recognise that he had any rights except those of Mr,
Bogen's agent, should confirmation be received that he had in fact
been formally appointed in that capacity. The situation was
further complicated at this stage by a report from Mr. Bogen's
solicitors which implied that no contract existed between himself
and Mr. Bryde.

493. While the negotiations about the licence were still proceed-
ing, an unauthorized expedition to the islands was organized by Mr.
Bryde with Mr. Bogen’s concurrence. The floating factory Mangoro
(Captain Anton Evensen) left Natal on March 8th 1910. Mr. Bryde
instructed the captain to erect a beacon and to arrange for British
subjects among his crew to hoist the Union Jack on Heard Island,
thus fulfilling the terms of Mr. Bogen's draft licence (see p. 160).
The South African press reported that this ceremony took place on
March 25th. On. April 7th the Colonial Office reminded Mr. Bryde
that his expedition had been despatched without authority and that
Lord Crewe reserved full liberty of action with regard to fl.f

494. At this time there were press rumours of a protest by the
French Vice-Consul at Durban against the British annexation of
the islands. These rumours proved to be unfounded, and the
Colonial Office were informed. in June 1910, that the Foreign Office
saw no objection to the issue of the proposed licence to Mr. Bogen.
I'he licence, however, was apparently never issued.t The * Sande-
fjord Whaling Company " developed its activities elsewhere, and
Heard Island remained unvisited until 1926

495. On October 9th 1926 Heard and McDonald Islands were
leased by His Majesty’s Government for ten years to the ' Kerguelen

* For licensing purposes Heard and McDonald Islands have always been considered together

¥ dispute should
O were known to

1 In the draft of Mr. Bogen's licence no sealing rights wore granted in case an
arise over the " customary rights, if any ** of the Unijted States sealing gangs wh
visit the island

{ The relevant papers have been destroyed under statute
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while sealing south of Kerguelen. ' The first landing on Heard Island
was sulmemlt.'l]j]}.-_ made (in about 1856?) by Ca Bl 'If.'r'l)_“ anc
Rogers of the Corinthian, then on a whaling cruise fr[:n';1 New L afriwm
In the following year Ca ptain Franklin E, Smith and C'ipt'iin ‘I)jgr\?n.
Rogers returned to the newly discovered island, which th:\v are "‘!r;
to have explored and mapped, naming all the prominent featy s
they also obtained a ful] cargo of oil. In 1857 Captain Hl:(‘\ :
Rogers, of the American brig Zoe, wintered on the island for the ﬁnr?t
time with a sealing gang of 25 men, From about 1857 onwards the
island was visited frequently by American sealers who came from
the lwrguvlt.‘n Islands during the summer months. N "]-{‘flllilt'
evidence fﬂj snml:}r visits by British sealers has been ﬁ‘;it.‘t'.(l a]-rhnugh
many British ships were working in the Kerguelen Islands at this
time. -

487. _:\.lthuug:i_l Heard TIsland had been known for many vears, no
reris_f‘ ;__1_1fm‘|‘n;|tum about it became available until 1874 \‘\'l]I{-'n
M.S. Challenger made a rough survey and landed a part\'f for a

few hours. In the same yvear the Arkona passed close to the island
in search of a base for the German Transit of Venus Expedition
The Challenger found about 40 American sealers distributed in small
parties along the coast, but the sealing beaches had been deserted for
years before the Gawuss was there for a few hours in 1902. The
Wakefield passed close to the island in 1910, More recently it has
been visited at intervals by sealing expeditions from (.'ﬁpvtm\-'n
(paragraph 495). There is still little detailed information concerning
Heard Island, for the sealers kept their knowledge to themselyes and
trained observers have landed on only two occasions since the visit
of the Gauss. The French geologist, E. Aubert de la Riie, spent
eight days there prospecting for minerals in January 1929, and a
party landed from the Discovery for seven ‘days in November—
December 1929 .

488. The McDonald Islands (lat. 53° 03" S, long. 72° 32'S)), a
small group 26 miles to the west of Heard Island, were discovered by
Captain McDonald, of the English ship Samarang on January 3rd
1854. Islands in the Heard or McDonald groups were also sighted
in 1854 by three other English vessels—the Earl of Eglinton (Captain
Hutton) on December 1st, the Herald of the Morning (Captain Ottwaye)
on December 3rd and 4th, and the Lincluden (Captain Rees) on
December 4th. Subsequently the islands have frequently been
sighted by passing vessels. No landing appears to have been made
on the McDonald Islands yet, but H.M.S. Challenger in 1874 and
the Wakeficld in 1910 both examined the coast from a distance.
There are no records of sealing.

489. In June 1854 M. F. Maury, who was then compiling sailing
directions for the United States Navy Department, reported the
discovery of this “ group of newly discovered and not accurately
determined islands . . . to the Government of the United States,
and the importance of sending a vessel of the Navy to look after them
and fix their position was urged upon the Navy Department.” The
Navy Department, however, took no action.

490. In March 1907 Captain C. H. P. Gardiner applied to the
Foreign Office for permission to remove guano from these and
certain other islands in the South Indian Ocean. He was informed,
in reply, that there was nothing in the Foreign Office records to show
that either Heard or McDonald Island had ever been claimed by any
Bation and that Great Britain did not exercise any sovereign or
administrative rights over them,

491. In April 1908 the Colonial Office received an enquiry from

the Norwegian legation about the sovereignty of these islands. . Since
. Deither the Foreign Office nor the Admiralty had any information
= on the subject, the Colonial Office considered that it would In-._;!vsu-
able to claim British sovereignty and suggested that unless Sir E

€y saw any objections, possession should be taken on behalf of .HES
MajeStY, and that when this had been done, the Norwegian Minister
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Port Couvreux daring this period.
e about 100 men
or wireless station

IFrench Government resided at
Although Port Jeanne D'Arc could Er_l‘.(".lllllll'lf‘ltllﬂ
and Port Couvreux about 10 men, no post office
was ever established.

481. The French Government has thus exercised ”“dl’“'_l.mt”!
authority over the islands since their assumption of ”"’""r“'_’"?'”‘—"l
in 1893." In more recent years this authority has been 1.'(_!!_]5(1[1(]"116(1
by a number of Decrees. A Decree of the Ministry of l'Iarllli’._lldté‘f
March 26th 1924, placed the islands in the zone of naval SUI’\'(?!I[RII’CE‘
of the Indian Ocean. A Decree of November 21st 1924 p_liiCt‘d all
French possessions in the Indian Ocean, including the Kerguelen
Islands, under the authority of the Government General of
Madagascar., Another Decree, of December 30th 1924, rc;miatml_tl'w
whaling and sealing and transformed sections of the Kerguelen
Islands into a National Park, with complete protection for all forms
of wild life in these sections. It has, however, pmver} almo;%E
impossible to enforce these regulations. On September l:ith 1926
a Keeper of Game and Fisheries was appointed, and the I\(‘rgl);r)lt'n
Islands were placed under the jurisdiction of the Justice of the Peace
at Tuléar in south-west Madagascar. In 1931 the war vessel Antares
visited the islands to reassert French claims and to search for a site
suitable for a penal settlement. Monsieur Loniewski, D!rectqm
Général des Domaines de Madagascar et Dépendences, acg:qmp&med
the expedition and personally hoisted the flag. The visit of the
French sloop Bougainville in 1939 was occasioned by an incorrect
rumour of unauthorized German activities there in 1938.

482. It appears that His Majesty’s Government have never
formally recognized the French claims to the Kerguelen Islands.
However, in 1901 it was reported that Australia had offered to buy
the islands, and Foreign Office correspondence between 1919 and 1930
shows clearly that French sovereignty is in no way disputed ; at one
time the islands were considered by His Majesty’s Government as a
possible guid pro quo in suggested territorial adjustments with the
French in the Pacific (paragraph 361).

483. During the present war the Kerguelen Islands have been used
as a rendezvous by German raiders and have been visited by two
British naval vessels (paragraphs 56-57).

484. The geography of the Kerguelen Islands is discussed in
detail by E. Aubert de la Riie in Terres Frangaises Inconnues (Paris,
1930), and in Revue de Géographie Physique et de Géologie Dynamigque
(Paris, 1932, Vol. 5, fasc. 1-2),

HEARD AND McDONALD ISLANDS

485. The discovery of Heard Island (lat. 53° 10’ S., long. 73° 35’
E.) is usually attributed to Captain John J. Heard of the American
barque Oriental, who sighted the island on November 25th 1853
during a voyage from Boston to Melbourne. The relevant passage
from Captain Heard’s log book has been published by the American
Geographical Society. He did not get nearer than 20 miles and
mentions only one island, which can definitely be identified with
Heard. Satisfactory evidence, however, has recently been found
which shows that Heard Island® was first sighted by the British
sealer Peter Kemp, Master of the brig Magnet, on November 27th
1833. Kemp's discovery apparently remained unpublished, and his
journal has been lost. The only surviving evidence of his voyage
15 a track chart preserved in the Hydrographic Department of the
Admiralty.

486. The island was also discovered independently and was first
exploited by American sealers from New London. The log books and
private journals of some of these sealers were examined by Charles
Lanman, formerly librarian of the United States Department of the
Interior, In 1849 Captain Thomas Long, of the Charles Carroll,
reported to his owners that he had seen land from the mast-head
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476, {':llml;tall Cook, on his third vovage
December I/?h’h:nul made a running ﬁl_::';..'z‘.\' down the south-eas
¢._n-.1.~t. From 1776 until about 1873 the I{t-l'r-111=lnn l&:lﬁnriql.:.(?r-‘t-.
frequented !'\. American and British whaling ;n{i ce*;ilitl" \-'-e-"“-llft'
m 1843 it 1s said that there were between 500 and 600 \1-'4-;<-|.:-m )‘i‘:: :]
on these coasts, and parties of sealers used to remain nﬁht.h.v ikl'\lnti"fr::'
three years at a time. Although the harbours were thus \\-r-.II'kn.mv.n
to \':'ll;lilﬂ;.: and sv¢_1hng vessels, little accurate information was
]u_lhhshwl _irn.m the time of Cook's visit until 1840, when Ross 'llli\'t"i-]
with the Erebus and Terror to examine the islands. In 1799 (:'I. tain
_l{hmll_-s of the British sealer Hillsborowugh spent eight mumix:« t-‘\taln;in-
ing and roughly charting some 50 inlets on the eastern side of the
archipelago. He prepared a manuscript memoir and chart which
were used by Ross, but these were apparently never published. The
most important subsequent investigations have been made by the
(j’tm’('-;'f:g:‘r (1874), Arkona, Swatara, Monongahela, Volage and
Gazelle ‘[!374---75). Lure (1893), Valdivia (1898) Gauss (I':?[ii-l 03)
J. B. Charcot (1908-09), [eanne D'Arc (1909-11), Wakeficld {IBIU];
Curieuse (1913-14), Hamlet (1926-27) Discovery (1929-30), and
Bougainville (1939). ; '

visited the islands in

477. Following Ross’s visit in 1840, when coal was discovered
(see paragraphs 48-49), Her Majesty’s Government considered what
action might be desirable to secure the working and use of this coal
for British ships. The Queen's Advocate was of opinion that, since
the French Government had made no attempt to follow up the
discovery of the islands by occupation, it was open to any nation to
appropriate the islands by actually occupying them. No action,
however, was taken as a result of this report. In 1877 an English
company began mining at Baie du Brise-Lames, where there are
several coal seams. The coal, however, was of poor quality and did
not pay, and the enterprise was abandoned.

478. French claims were reasserted on January 2nd and 4th
1893, by the warship Eure, when Commandant Lieutard hoisted the
French flag at Port Christmas and in Bassin de la Gazelle (see p. 159).
In July of the same vear the islands were leased by the French
Government for a term of 50 years* to MM. René and Henri Bossiére,
who, after surmounting considerable financial and other difficulties,
established a Franco-Norwegian whaling and elephant-sealing station
at Port Jeanne D'Arc in 1909.

479. In 1912 the ' Compagnie Générale des Iles Kerguelen,
Saint Paul et Amsterdam " was formed, under the management of
M. René Bossiere, with its head office in Havre. The sealing and
whaling operations undertaken by this company were profitable, but
were interrupted by the war in 1914 and did not resume until 1921.
During this period Port Jeanne D'Arc was unoccupied. In I.q’.lllll]u-
British “ Kerguelen Sealing and Whaling Company,”” a subsidiary
of Irvin and Johnson (South Africa), Ltd., was established at Cape-
town to succeed the original Franco-Norwegian organization. The
new company was accorded sealing rights along 'L.I‘w south coast by
the * (_'.,m]_-,;;‘-:!'tiv Générale des Tles I{:-‘ij.iih"h:]l. , In 192.‘_'! _Ihf'
“ Socibté des Péches Australes,” an exclosively French subsidiary
of the * Compagnie Générale des Iles l{-.-r_a:u'-h-n."' was lnllll_‘ul:'tl to
conduct sealing operations in the northern parts of the Archipelago.

480. Several French scientists took advantage of the ‘.';u'ilit_im
afforded by the vessels of these companies for reaching :m-_l e-xpL ing
the islands, and important new discoveries were made. Of particular
value were the geological investigations made by [:_. .\llfit'lllilt" la
Riie 1in 1928 29 and again in 1930 (paragraphs 46-50). Owing to
the increased use of pelagic \\i:.ljlil'._::l methods, the shore hInI!n.m at
Port Jeanne I)'Arc was close ‘1 down in 1929. Another ‘N‘Elltill. [-lvu('_h
settlement, engaged in sealing and u\\'m:;l_ by the : (.ll‘hlll:_l%{llh:
Générale des Iles Kerguelen,” had been established at Port Couvreux
in about 1922, and was occupied until 1931. A I'(_.‘I\l'(_'.‘-il_'lll{t‘n\'t‘ of the

cession was renewed before it expired in 1943,

* It is not known whether this con
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471. In 1905 Mr. W. E. Heppell, a I_;rili_ah subject, ;l'ppll'?gll to

: : o : o t guano {rom
His Majesty's Government for a concession to export ot

J ~icle ; he Crozet Islands

Possession Island. It having been decided that the =

‘re sible value e British Empire,” Mr. Heppell was
were of " no possible value to the Briti | RE e
informed that no British claim to the islands had ever been m.x.}. s
The French Government was then asked whether they "l"mupd-]{--llk
islands and were disposed to grant Mr. Heppell the concession whic |
he desired. The French Government would neither assert nor deny
a claim to the islands, In 1906 His Majesty's Government “'md'ul'
a suggestion that the French Government would n;{[l‘]‘t"n(li'.‘l_hﬂl}_"
rights over the group in return for British agreement to the ”‘3”1_1 ‘t![”:_'
ation of the Minquiers Rocks in the Channel Islands. .‘-ulh:»‘_t.’f]”‘u“—t Y,
in 1907, the French Government stated that they disinterested
themselves in any operations carried. out in the Crozet [slands.
This information was communicated to Mr. Heppell, who ‘Fasi'
however, unwilling to exploit the islands without the securty of a
concession, and did not proceed with his proposals. In May '90{:)'
Mr. W. G. Mathie, another British subject, applied to His _Ma]}‘ﬁtys
Government for a lease to collect elephant-seal and penguin oil and
skins in the Crozet Islands. In June Mr. Mathie was |ninrnlml tha’t'
the group was *‘ acknowledged to be under the sovereignty nf.l'mnce.
In reply to an enquiry, the Norwegian Ambassador was informed,
in April 1910, that the Crozet Islands were not British territory.

472, On May 26th 1910, the French Government was informed,
in answer to a further enquiry, that His Majesty’s Government had
no objection to a proclamation of French sovereignty. On July 4th
1913, the French Ambassador informed Sir Edward Grey that the
Crozet Islands were French territory and that any application for a
concession in them should be addressed directly to the French
Minister of Colonies.

473. A Decree of the French Ministry of Marine, dated March
26th 1924, placed the Crozet Islands in the zone of naval surveillance
of the Indian Ocean. A Decree of March 27th 1924, issued by the
Ministry of Colonies, reserved for Frenchmen all mining, hunting and
fishing rights within the territorial waters of the islands. A Decree
of November 21st 1924 placed all French possessions in the Indian
Ocean, including the Crozet Islands, under the authority of the
Government General of Madagascar. A Decree of December 30th
1924 regulated whaling in territorial waters and made the islands
themselves into a National Park, with complete protection for all
forms of wild life. Finally, on September 13th 1926, a Keeper of
Game and Fisheries was appointed, and the Crozet Islands were
placed under the jurisdiction of the Justice of the Peace at Tuléar
in south-west Madagascar.

474. On January 17th 1931 the war vessel Antarés visited the
Crozet Islands and re-asserted French claims by hoisting French
flags on Possession and Hog Islands. Monsieur Loniewski, Directeur
Général des Domaines de Madagascar et Dépendences, accompanied
the expedition. This ceremony was considered necessary in view of
the similar action which the Norwegians had recently taken on
Peter I Island (paragraph 438).

KERGUELEN ISLANDS

475. The Kerguelen Islands, lying between lats. 48° 27 and
50° 00’ S. and longs. 60° 27' and 70° 35" E. were discovered on
February 12th 1772, by Yves Joseph de Kerguelen-Trémarec, who
commanded the French frigates Fortune and Gros-Ventre. A landing
was made by one of the boats from the Gros-Ventre and formal
possession was taken for King Louis XV (see p. 156). Thinking he had
discovered the great southern continent. Kerguelen returned
immediately to France. The following vear he was dispatched with
three other vessels, the Rolland, L'Oisecau and Dauphine, to explore
the continent. He reached the new land agam on December 14th

1773, and although he remained over a month in the vicinity never
A boat from L'Oiseau succeeded in landing and formal
157).

went ashore.
possession was again taken for France (see pp. 156
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islands. By request of the ( ompany, however, the lease was
terminated on March 21st 1934 and no further I—"ZL\‘II‘IL'H[‘- were illdll‘l'
The '-O’lll“lll\'_*l;‘l‘:'l that they I_'i?'} not exercised their rights under t he
lease since 1930 and that conditions had developed which prohibited
use being made of these rights: no minerals or guano had been
found,* and the price of oil made elephant sealing unprofitable,

468. There appears to be some doubt whether, in fact, His
Majesty s Government possessed a good title to the Prince Edward
Islands in 1934. If, however, it is considered that this title existed
in 1934, there remains a doubt whether the islands may not now be
regarded as having been definitively abandoned. The Prince
lid\\-;n"'l'lsl;uuh might become of importance as a staging point in a
future air route of great strategic value to the British Empire (para-
graph 61). The isolated position of the islands also gives them a
possible importance as the site of a strategic meteorological station
(Appendix XVI, pp, 194-195). It is therefore for consideration
whether steps should be taken to strengthen the British claim.

CROZET ISLANDS

469. The Crozet Islands (lat. 46° 20’ S.. long. 51° 30" E.) were
discovered on January 23rd 1772 by the Frenchman, Marion-
Dufresne, who landed on the central island, which he named " Tle de
la Possession,” and took possession for King Louis XV (see p. 1586).
Marion originally named the western group “ Les Iles Froides,” and
the eastern island “ Ile Aride,” or *“ Ile de I'Est.” Captain Cook,
who did not himself visit these islands, subsequently named the whole
group after Crozet, commander of the French expedition of 1772
after the murder of Marion in New Zealand. From 1805 onwards
the islands were visited by American and British sealers, most of
whom left no record of their activities. Captain Henry Fanning,
with the Catherine, from New York, appears to have been the first.
In later years these visits became more frequent, and sealing gangs
sometimes remained ashore for as long as three years. By 1870,
however, the seals had been almost exterminated.

470. The first detailed account of the group was written by
C. M. Goodridge, one of the survivors of the English cutter, Princess
of Wales, wrecked there in December 1820 and rescued by an American
sealer in January 1823. The existing chart of the Crozet Islands is
from a partial survey by Lieutenant Fournier of the French corvette
Héroine, commanded by M. Cecile, who spent five weeks there in
1837 and rescued the crews of two wrecked American vessels, In
April 1840 Sir James Ross, in H.M.S. Erebus, spent six days there but
was unable to land, although some American sealers came out to h_la‘
ship in a rowing boat. Soundings between the islz_nhi_»: were made in
January 1874 by Captain G. S. Nares of H.M.S. Chalienger, but this
eéxpedition was also unable to make a landing. In the same year
the American Transit of Venus Expedition in the Monongahela
landed for one day on Possession Island, and the German Transit of
Venus Expedition in the Gazelle made observations without !;mrr.Im:.
Forty-four survivors from the English passenger vessel Strathmore
lived on the islands from July 1875 to January 1876, when they were
rescued by an American sealer. In November 1876 “"\1':‘?' Wickvarig
called in search of the Strathmore. Some slight additions to the
chart were made by Captain J. N. East of H.M.S. Comus, which
visited the Crozets in March 1880 for the purpose ol establishing
provision depots on the three main islands. In iﬁ.bf the %-1.1-11;11:
man-of-war Meurthe re-stocked the depots, the supplies I"_“ Ry T
Comus having been largely exhausted by the shipwrecked crew of lh.l.
French schooner 7amaris, none of whom survived. ."“.!HL'l‘Ihl.].]-tT linr\;' :
nowicdgeof the i s been icreased by very b visis o
Antarctic (1894), Gauss (1901), l,l akefield (191 ]H‘ .;“' !‘*1}.{ “‘L):‘“”'
Deucalion (1929), Bougainville (1939), and H.M.A.S Mlm} ; gl
No records are available of sealing in recent times and the islands
have been unnm-upied for many years.

* The lslands have not yet been examined by a competent geo
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se islands had already been

imnforme at a licence to exploit the : e
mformed that a licence : O edson his appiication

granted to Dr. Newton, and that for
could not be considered.

463. In July 1909 the ** Southern Sealing Company a of 'Ltal'lm(\)l\;:
advised the Acting High Commissioner for South Africa thfl. I\I; \
of that vear they had established a settlement of 20 men un N dtr;lo‘-:
Island for the purpose of collecting elephant seal oil and skins, tha
they owned a-small steamer which was being used to maintain
communication with Capetown, and that [hf:-__v understood lhe_Pl"lIIC(fi
Edward Islands were ' no-man’s land.”” The company estlmdt{*:
the value of this seal fishery at £20,000 per annum, _an;i they alhor
proposed to ship penguin eggs to various markets. Unhike mosF 0
their contemporaries they were apparently aware that the guano
deposits were of no commercial value. It was rumoured at thlS‘ turlle
that a Norwegian expedition* proposed to annex the islands. In
view of the action of the French Government in excluding all but
French interests from the Kerguelen Islands, the company 1.£rged that
the British Government should forestall any similar Norwegian
action by annexing the Prince Edward Islands without delay.

464. The Governor of Cape Colony informed the Foreign Office
of these developments, and was instructed that in view of tI}o licence
granted to Dr. Newton in 1908, the islands ‘‘ must be cons_:dered as
already under British sovereignty.” The ' Southern Seal{ng Com-
pany * were informed, on July 28th 1909, that any operations they
might see fit to engage in at the Prince Edward Islands would be
carried out entirely at their own risk.

465. It was subsequently pointed out, in April 1910, that the legal
advisers' opinion referred to in connection with the lease of 1908
(paragraph 461), to the effect that the granting of a lease was tanta-
mount to annexation, had been misrepresented, and that their view
applied specifically to the grant of a lease for Ocean Island, which had
already been annexed at the time of the granting of a lease, It then
appeared to the Colonial Office that the grant of a lease could only be
considered as implying the existence of a right to grant it, and could
only be regarded to that extent as prima facie evidence of ownership
by the Government that granted the lease. No more than a pre-
sumption that His Majesty’s Government possessed such ownership
was thus established by the grant of a lease in 1908, for it could
certainly be argued that this action was not made effective by
sufficient acts of occupation, and that the island had never ceased to
be a terra nullius.

466. In.reply to an enquiry whether the Prince Edward Islands
were British territory, the Norwegian Ambassador was informed,
on April 16th 1910, that a licence had already been granted to
Dr. Newton and that His Majesty’s Government were ** not at present
prepared to grant a licence to more than one applicant.” In reply
to a similar enquiry, the French Ambassador was informed. on
May 26th 1910, that the islands had been annexed and were under
British sovereignty. In reply to a semi-official enquiry from the
Berlin Chancery in 1928, the Foreign Office stated that Marion and
Prince Edward Islands had been annexed in 1908, and that a 21-vear
licence for the purpose of removing guano had then been granted
to Dr. Newton.

467. On October 9th 1926 the two islands were leased by His
Majesty’'s Government for 10 years to the “ Kerguelen Sealing and
Whaling Company "t of Capetown. This British company, a
subsidiary of Irvin and Johnson (South Africa) Ltd., was granted
exclusive whaling, sealing, guano and mineral rights, at an annual
rental of f100. The terms of the lease included permission to
" display the British flag as occasion may require in proof of such
occupation,” and the obligation to erect a navigational beacon on the

* Probably a reference to the activities of Mr. P. B

gen and his associates at Heard Island
(paragraph 492)

t Dr. Newton's licence was not due to expire until 1928, but he sold all
" Kerguelen Sealing and Whaling C mpany  (C.O. Falklands 5130/1926)

his righte to the




PRINCE EDWARD ISLANDS

459. The two islands of this group, Marion and Prince Edward
(lat .-Ifi 4:";_' ., long, 37° 50 E.). wi ;.-'.ii-‘.\._.\-.-;-.-.:] bv the Fr I'-’h?n"*t:l{
}]‘uwn-llnrn»rn-, on January 13th and 14th 1772, '!"i'.rrlki:\l-'.'nl
first [!':"_F they were part of the great southern continent he 1 :Hr'll
them  Terre d'Espérance,” but on finding that they were ;-‘-'l.:twiw
gave the name " Ile de la Caverne ** to the northern 1sland, -\\:'hifr
making arrangements to land, his two ships collided. and one of them
was _li;r.n'.:e-:--f!_ with the result that no landing was made Nor were
t.h-_- tsl.'-|‘=-1_-: claimed for France. On December I'_’[]unl-flfT{i-(‘;1|1l';1i|.1
((nflk \.'11\]'-41 between the two islands, and named the northern one
Prince II"I“”'Q Island and the southern one Marion Island, after the
discoverer. Lieutenant Crozet of Mar ion's expedition had given him
m 1775, a chart showing the two islands without names. '

! _-Ibh‘li_ From 1802 onwards the group was visited by American and
British sealers, but very little definite information about them has
survived ; it appears that the sealing there was of less importance
than at most of the other southern islands, probably because of the
difficult landing conditions. In 1837 the French corvette Héroine
made soundings in the passage between the two islands. In 1840 the
Erebus and Terror made further soundings off shore. Details can
be found of only two landings during which scientific observations
were made. On December 27th 1873 a party of naturalists from
H.M.S. Challenger was ashore on Marion Island for a few hours, while
Captain Nares made observations upon which the present Admiralty
chart of the group is largely based. In 1910 the Wakefield was
chartered by the Government of Victoria to search for the missing
Australian liner Waratah. The Admiralty provided a navigating
officer (Lientenant H. W. T. R. Seymour) and four naval ratings, with
equipment. Landings were made on Prince Edward and Marion
Islands, both of which were thoroughly searched between March 3rd
and 11th, and one of the old sealers’ huts on Prince Edw ard Island was
occupied,  On this occasion important new hydrographic information
was obtained. In April 1929 the Deucalion of Liverpool made a
detailed search of the islands for survivors from the missing Danish
training ship Kebenhavn. No landing was possible owing to the
heavy swell, but some useful new information was obtained. The
vessel was equipped with radio by the Admiralty, who also provided a
navigator (Lieutenant F. B, Lloyd) and two telegraphist ratings.
Other accounts have resulted from visits of the Amntarctic (1894),
Discovery 11 (1935), Bougainville (1939), and H.M.5. Neptune (1940),
but none of these expeditions succeeded in landing.

461. In 19068 Dr. W. B. Newton, a British subject, applied to
the Colonial Office for a concession to work the guano deposits then
thought to exist on the Prince Edward Islands. Nothing could be
found in the Foreign Office or Admiralty archives to show that the
islands had ever been claimed by any Government. Enquiry of the
French Government in 1907 elicited the reply that operations on these
islands would be a matter of indifference to them. Since it was
considered that possession of the Prince Edward Islands might at
some future time be of advantage to the British Empire, Dr. Newton
was granted a lease for 21 years from February Ist 1908. At this
time the Colonial Office informed the Foreien Office that, in the
opinion of their legal advisers,'* the granting of a lease and the llmiﬁtmﬁ
of a British flag by the occupier were tantamount to annexation.
Ciillnr'llii' ntly the islands were never formally :amh_)xui h'-fnrr‘_ the
lease was eranted. Dr. Newton, however, apparently never hoisted
the British flag : nor did he occupy the islands or make any other use
of his concession,

462. In Mav 1909 Mr. W. G. Mathie, another Hr]tli&;h sjll)jt-c*t'_
applied to His Majesty’s Government for a lease of the Prince l'.l'i\\'ilrl.l
Islands with a view to the collection of elephant seal and penguin
In June 1909 Mr. Mathie, who was described by the
was

oil and skins. I . 1S . b
Governor of Cape Colony as “a mere concession-hunter,
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