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tho Indian Government in proposing the item. He was to 
ren~i~n t;u~trc11a ' s claim to sovereicr.ty and her past and 
present activities in the area . 

The Au~tral1en High Commission in London reported 
to Carberra on 20th Fehl'Uary the United Kingdom'• position 
1n tbG matter , as follows: -

(o.) the United K1nr.dom had no information other 
thnn n 1•eport from New York that Lal had said 
that 1J1scr:lption of the 1tom was his ovn idea , 
and thet I!aw Delhi had agreed , 

(b) that Lol had S81d that he did not know what 
'tl.'ould be covered in the e:T.nlanatory mel!lore.ndWil , 

(c) that U.K. of.ficials nevertheless suspected that 
tle proTosal mir.ht have come from Krishna Menon 
in raw Delhi, 

(d) the U.K. had not decided what to do, but their 
oft~icials wore pleased to learn that Australian 
repre~cntatives in New Delhi would bo ~king 
enquiries: 

(e) they wondored whether , ill tho course or these 
onquiries, Australia ~ould ask tho Indiana 
uhethar they intended to show Australia and 
the other ConEonwealth countries with interests 
in th~ Antarctic the explnnatnry memoraJ~um 
before 1t ~uz submitte~ to tho United lmtions . 



• .. 

RCT!CA. 

(b) 

The request by the !ndian Por~nent Delegation to 
the United Jlations thot t111 .. "quc~tion" be placed on the 
provisional agenda of the As eobly ' s eleventh session was 
reported to Canberra by the /,us ralian Permanent Delegate 
(Dr. lva ker) on 17th February . 

On learning from a press correspondent of India •s 
action, Dr .. \-'lllkor tcle])honod the Indittn Permanent Delegate 
(1~. Lol) at his home and asked for infoi~ation and in 
particular whether there had been any consultation between 
the Indian and Australian Guvernments. 

Lal snid h t he did not know, lut tr.at the time-table 
to ~hich the Indians had been workinp. would have permitted the 
Austrolion High Commi~sioncr in I:eY Delhi to be informed in 
advance. He said that he bad had no authority to consult 
nnyor.o 1n row Yorl•, ond claimed that hi!l action in putting in 
h1~ lc or to the Secretnry-Generul ~1thout consultation was 
1n ccordonce ·ith standard practice. He said that India ' s 
action l':as purely n rrcccdurnl one, and that no substantial 
rroposol had been node . 

Dr. ~!allocr replied that it wns "substantial" 
}~occdurc to 11ct a question sftccting our territory and those 
of other Cor. rnom:oalth countries, and he referred to Australia 1 s 
resJon~ibilitios, and to l~. Cosey ' s long tanding personal 
intero~t in Anto1ctica. 

Lol sea:rned surprised to -earn about Australia's 
ter1·itory anG the permanent Austral:tnn base at J.tawson. He 
tho~rht that India ~as participating in a tnmsco exped1tjon. 
Ho s~1d ttat there wnuld be time for c~nsultnt1nn between the 
Indian and Australian Governments regarding any substonti~e 
propozals and promised in response to Dr. \rlalker's pressure , 
that he would see to ii that Dr. \mlker received from hi~a copy 
of the Indian explanatory memorandum •hen it was submitted to , . 0 tho ~ccrotary-Goneral. Lal said th~t he would report this 

1A convcroat1on to hi., Government by air rnnil. 

n'H Dr . ~1lker's telegran added that he hed checked ~ith 
,:., ·J the U!lited Kingdom, United States and new Zeeland "who were 
· rqJ as astoniflhcd ae ~c llore ourselves" . In v 1ew of ir Pierson 

l'ixon 1 ~ abze:ncc at the time, be reported, the United Kingdom 
del gatioll hnd not protested to Lnl, although they were 
i.ncenscd . 

In ro~~onse to press enquiries Dr. W lker told 
journalists that he had been in touch \lith Lal, but that 
any co~ cnt ~ould hove to coma trorn ~. Cnsoy. 

Three days later (20th February) tho Australian 
Govorn cnt instructed its ·11gh Con:J~isu 1cncr in Uew Delhi 
( Ur. P.R. Heydon) to seelr bacltgrowld inform tion from the 
Indl r. Gcvernt=:ant . In part1culnr he uas n"ltod (a) to draw 
tho latter ' s attention to tho direct Australian interest in 
any o1acus~ion on tho Antarctic, and (b) to en~eavour to 
ascertain by discreet enquiry the reasons and motives of 

I . .. 
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NENT OEL.EGATION OF THE 

TH AFRICA TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
REF.ll/96. 

THE SECR.J::TARY .FO .E.XT,t;RNAL AFFAIRS 
P.ETORIA. 

ANTARCTICA. 

NEW YORK NY 

19?6. 

As far o.s the Delegation ia aware there havE> beon no new 
developments on this questionJthe Indian memorandum wlich 
preoumably will explain the Indi~tfe' requeRt for inclue8ion 
of this que.., r~ 'ln in th~ I'l'!W). iOP"'l 1'\ 3endo. for the Eleventh e:=::::J 
Session of tbe General Asseably not yet having bPen circulated. 

The Department Vlill hov:ever, no doubt be interested at th"' 
follo ine e.Y.chatge which tcok place between the Secretfiry-General 

nd e member of the Preas at a recent Press Conference:-

UESTION: .r. Secr~>tary-Genera~, you said that you were 
eoinB farther south than yo~ have ever been before. I know 
that you have been to Australia. That me·.ms th t you have 
to eo eo far ROUth that you vould come to Antartica. You 
know that Argentina and Chile ere c:aimine .P~rt of Antartica. 
It is ulao claimed by the United Kin dor.-1 . You 1..."' oo know thc.t 
France has takPn Amsterdam Island away from MadaePscar end 
openPd a special officQ in Farie which they call the French 
Antqrtica. 

Mny I ask you about the Indian proposal. 
not know whether or not it hPS rwached you yPt. Would 
under Mr. Benjamin Cohen ? I do not know the Charter. 
arc no people down t~ere. Does the Charter etate that 
must be rE>ople there ? 

I do 
thut be 
There 

there 

The SECRETARY-GFN~~L: I have not seen the explanatory note 
on the Indi~n requeQt for the inclusion of this item on the 
agenda so I cannot say what is in that ~ropcsul. I just do not 

know. 1 have received no oral explanations. So far, I am just 
vr ~1 ting. 

The other thing is that trusteeship if over ryeorle 
and not ove~ a territory. It doea follo~ thtt unless you 
volunteer to be the population, ~e will have nobody to rule. 

QUESTION: There are populations do~n there. The French have 
put quite a few people down there, end there are p oplc in th~ 
Chilean part of it. 

The SECR.E J BY-G:ErmRAL: Yes, but they are French oi tizens a.'"ld 
Chil~un citizens. There~ore, from that point of view, tleir 
pasoport question ie quite eaAily oolved. 

QUESTION: Does that JJ13un that they have notbi ng to cl o with 
the Trusteeship Council ? 

The SECRETARY-GENERP.L: I havE' not gone into the details, but 
I fail to see how the trusteeship formula can bC' tll>Plied to a 
territory cf that kind. 

~ 
DEFrT! pER.~r \T R...:PR SENTATIVE. 



LEGACION DE CHI LE 

o. 94/L-67 

Con feoha 20 de Pebrero en ourao, el 

Repreeen ante P rmonente de la India ante las Naoionea UJal48a 

blco utrogn ol crotnr1o General de una Bota por la que au. 

OObierno ollo1 t la 1nclus16n en el Temario PrOnalozaal 4e 

1 pr6Xlma Aeemblea General 4ttl Aaun~o de le Alltbtica, a 

fin que e considere la poalb111da4 de ool.oca.r le tota-

lldnd de eete contiB~nte bajo tideicomlso del meD01ona4o or

ganl internncional. 

2.- El. 21 de Pebrero, el Mlnlsterio 4e 

Releciones terlores d16 tnatrucclonee al Repreeentante Per-

nt ante las c1onee Unlclas con el ob3eto de haeer pre-

o ntc cretorlo General nnestra mae tirme opoa1o16n a la 

prepuce to. de Indio, por ret'erirse a terri tor1oa que 1nclu

f'en el eector ontlirtlco en el cue.l nuestro pa1e e'erce indls

outibleo derechoa de ooberan!a. Como ee del ooDOctmiento del 

Iluetrado Gobier.no de la Un16n Sudatrlcana, loa llmites de 1a 

Anto.rt!ca Chileno eon loe mertd.lanoe 53 ~ 90 oeste de Green-

1ch. En s mismo ~ nttdo ee 1nstruy6 al Encargado ae Nego

oloa de Chil en India. 

Cape !J.Iown, 14 4e Uarao 4e 1956.-

A1 Uln1 torio de Rolnolonee Exteriorea de la 
Un16n Sud Mricana, 
C pe 'foRD.-



No. 94/L- 67 

HEUORANDUlJ 

bUT. Of EXTERNAL .tn~IRt 
REGISTRY 

~~~.:.~ 
~~~ON FJLE .......... .. 

Con fecha 20 de Febrero en curso , el 

Representante Per.nanente de la India ante las Naciones Unidas 

hizo entrega al Secretario General de una Nota por la que au 

Gobierno solicits la inclusion en el Temario Provisional de 

la pro74ma Aaamblea General del .sunto de la Antartica, a 

fin de que se considere la posibilidad de colocar la tota

lidad de eate continente bajo fideicomieo del mencionado or-

ganismo internacional. 

2.- El 21 de Febrero , el Miniaterio de 

Relaciones Exterioree dio instrucciones al Representante Per

manente ante las Nacionee Unidae con el objeto de hacer pre

sente al Secretario General nuestra mas fir.me oposici6n a la 

propuesta de India, por referirse a territories que inclu

yen el sector antartico en el cual nuestro pais ejerce indis

cutibles derechos de soberania. Como es del conocimiento del 

Ilustrado Gobierno de la Union Sudafricana , los limites de la 

Antart!ca Chilena son los meridianos 53 y 90 Oeste de Green

wich. En ese mismo sentido se 1nstruy6 al Encargado de Nego

cios de Chile en India. 

Cape Town, l4 de Marzo de 1956.-

Al Minieterio de Relaciones Exterioree de la 
Union Sud Africans, 
Cape 'l'own. -



LEGACION DE CHILE 

No. 94/L67. !lWffJLM'ION, 

1. - On the 20th brunry this year, the Pe:nnunent Repreaentet1Te 

o :Lndla to tho United rtotiona delivered n ote to the 8eor.et8.1'1-

Gonoral in which hie Government awlted ~or the 1noluslon in 

the Prov1o1onol Agenda of the mxt Gener 1 Aa embly t the 

subject of the Antarttc, in order thnt tho poaa1b1lity ot 

plnc1ng the ~hOle of th1e continent under the TrustaeGh1p ot 

the aforementioned Intornot1onal Organization might be con

a1dered. 

2. - On the 21st •cbruar.v, the inistry of External At1'a1rs 

ge.ve 1nst%'Uot1ono to the Pomc.nent Bepreeentat1Ye ot Chile 

to the Unlted ~at1ons with the ob3ect of preaentinv to the 

eoretary-G neral our f'1rmoat oppoa1t.1on to the pro oee.l of 

Ind1a, rororrins to territories ~ah include the Antnrtlc 

ector over 'bich our oount17 exercise unqueet1on ~lo r1ghto 

of sovereignty. It 1FJ cotmOn knowledge to tllc South Atrict=~n 

Gov ~ nt tbnt the bound 1ea of Chilean Antartlcn are 

for Chile in India ho rcce1Ted h1a 1nstruct1ono ncoording]z. 

The J:lepnrt ent ot External A:tf'oJ.ra, 
Llork' o Bu1ld1nga, 
Parliament Street, 
Cope Town, 

Cape !own, 14th Maroh, 1956. 
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e Ohil.ean Obarge d ' Mt r lett this " rM"lu 

1. tb e ve t rda.y. 

He aid that s we k.ne- Ob1le on th Argentine 

b 1n bo countries on the oe bonra 1n tho Soutnern h ts here 

ad llvelJ interest 1n the Antarctia . He understood that 

all the L tin Am r1cnn countr1ea :ould OJ""'oer. the lnd1P..n 

proposol to pl oe the Anterotl.o under United t1one trustee

lip . 

'l'he Union no doubt ng elso inter et 1n Ant ratio 

and hi Government tzoul like tel lmo :hat our tti tut\e as 

to th Indian r.op ,a J. . 

I tol: h1t:l that I o1lld br1n h1 fl!lor n u t~ your 

nouoe. at re re a:· r of th Ind1 n ropos 1 but bed not 

yot fo~Ul t our fln 1 ttttu ~ . 

s we could out th~ Uni ta ! atlon' 8e sion r e et1ll lon,... 

vsy o~f . e er ho .. v r v ry int r tPI'l to le rn ·,., t th 

Ohil m ntti tu~e was. 

In ttogard to the bl')unt'lerlf'B of thP 0•11le n Antnrot1ca 

en t1oned 1n his l')randum I told h1o tb t I resur'~d tlote.t 

was entton i in 'P ss1nr: "ld t"h t P ehoul not presume 

t at we e1 ther ace ted. or rejeotC'll ~ 'boundnrl 

e ext t or the Chilean alai a not attcr 1h1ob needed 

on 1 or t1 n in connection :rl.th the Indian proposnl. 



Ro. 94/L67. TRA:TSLATION. 

1.- On the 20th February this year, the Permanent Representative 

o India to tho United Nations delivered a note to the Secretary

General in which his Government applied for the inclusion in 

the Provisional Agenda of the next Goner 1 Assembly, the 

subject oi' the Antartic, in order that the possibility of 

placing the whole of this continent under the Trusteeship of 

the aforementioned International Organization might be con

sidered. 

2. - On the 21st February, the Ministry of External Affairs 

gave instructions to the Per.m~~ent Representative of Chile 

to the United Nations with the object of presenting to the 

Secretary-General our firmest opposition to the pronosal of 

India, referring to territories which include the Antartic 

Sector over which our country exercises unquestionable rights 

of' sovereignty. It iE common kno~ledge to the South African 

Government that the boundaries of Chilean Antartica are 

meridiana 53° and 90° \iest of Greenwich. !!.'he Charge d ' Ai'f'aires 

for Chile in India has received his instructions accordingly. 

The Department of Extei'nal Affairs, 
Mark's Buildings, 
Parliament St1•eet, 
Cape Town. 

Cape Town, 14th March, 1956. 
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THE ACTING SECRETARY. 

'l'he Chilean Charge d 'Attaires lett this memorandum 

With me yesterday. 

He said that ae we kneu Chile and the Argentine 

being two countries on the seaboard in the Southern hemisphere 

had a lively interest in the Antarctic. He understood that 

all the Latin American countries l'.•ould oppose the Indian 

proposal to place the Antarctic under United Nations trustee

ship. 

The Union no doubt was also interested in Antarctic 

and hie Government would like to know what our attitude was 

to the Indian proposal. 

I told him that I would bring hie memorandum to your 

notice. That we were aware or the Indian proposal but had not 

yet formulated our final att1 tude. We would advise him as soon 

as we could but the United Nationb Session was still a long 

way ot''f. We uere however very interested to learn what the 

Chilean attitude was. 

In regard to the boundaries of the Chilean Antarctica 

mentioned in his memorandum I told him that I presumed that 

was merely mentioned in passing and that he should not presume 

that we either accepted or rejected the boundar! es claimed,~ as 

the extent or the Chilean claims was not a matter wh1oh needed 

consideration in connection w1 th the Indian proposal. 
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CI.PE 

The Union Gover~nt is avnr of th fact that 

Indi hao asked tba~ the question of the Antarctic be 

Pla od on tha agenda of the United tiona for the next 

soss1~n of the Assembly. 

Tho Union Govern~nt is definSt ly interested 

in the Antarctic end made known that interest as far back 

oo 194 • It will therefore take a live y interest in any 

proposals concernine the Antarctic. The Unton is not yet 

nw re of the full 1mrl1cat1~n~ of In~ia's proposal and 

haD therefore not yet forreulated its attitude 1n re~ard 

t reto. As s~on as it is in pos1t1~n to d~ so 

th C Uean Gover nt will ~ adv1 d. 

n ~ h s n ted with inter !t the ttitude 

of h ChU n Govqr nt towards Ind1 •s rropesal. 

!his omoralrlU!!l 1 inten ad to deal only v1th 

the QU tion of India's request th t the Ql88t1on of th 

Antarct 1c be inscribed on the n enda of the next tin of 

the United l~t1ons Assenbly. r.o recognition of tho 

boundaries clai~ d by ny country in the Antarctic 1s 

reeo nisod hereby. 

' 
29th arch, 1956. 



CAPE 

he Union OoverniMint 1• aware of the fact :that 

India ha asked that the que1t1on or t~e Antarot1e be 

placed on th genda or the United Mationl tor the oext 

ession of the Assembly. 

the Union Govern ... nt 11 def1n1telJ inte~e•ted 

in he Antarctic and made known that interest aa tar baek 

as 1948. It will therefore take a li~ely interest in any 

propc .. als cone rning the Antarctic . Tbe Union ia not yet 

aware o£ tho full implications of India ' • propOaal and 

bas tb refore not yet formulated ita attitude in recard 

t rete. As so n as it 1a in a pps1tion to do so 

th Chil an Gov rncent will be ad•ised. 

~he n1on has noted with intere1t the attitude 

of the Chilean OoverJlL'!ent towards Indi •a proll98al . 

is rarr.'h~ 1a 1nteJKle4 *o d9al only w1 t)l 

the question of £ndia ' s request that the guest1on or the 

ntarot1o b inscribed on the aaen4a of the nQ•t .. et1~ ot 

the 1ted Nations Assembly. No recognition ot the 

bouna r1es claim d by any oount~y in the Antarotic 1a 

reecgnioed hereby. 

' 
29th cl, 19%. 

u l 1/J 
' 

} 

"1 
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arc evcral countries claiming sovereignty over parts of Antarctica 
on grounds of di covory, occupation, geographic proximity, ve note 
that no country has hitherto argued that th whole continent belongs 
to 1t. The Government of India have also noted that some claims 
are recognised by certain States and not by others. We are not 
wishtng to censure any one or take side~ in this matter. However, 
in the 1ntereots of peace and international ~evelopment and cooperation, 
n d bate in the United ations would be helpful . For the present, 
Indio 1 only askinr, for this item to be put on the provisional agenda. 
Before ny subsequent developments, Government of India will keep in 
touch with and consult interested parties . 

4. I am therefore directed by the Government of India to assure the 
Government of N~ Zealand that our ~ve in the United 1ations is in 
no way gainst your interests . 

Yours faithfully 

(Sgd) 1 • KESAVAN 
First Secretary (Commercial) 



COPY 

OFFICE OF THE HIGH C0Ml1ISSIONER FOR 
INDIA IN NEW ZEALAND 
(COMMERCIAL SECTION) 

No.S/Rl/?6 
'+9 ~ illis Street, 

ri:LLI ,QTON. 

The Secretary, 
Department of External Affairs , 
WELLINGTON. 

Sir, 

It h a come to the notic of the Government of India that the 
Govern~cnt of T ~ Zealand have felt some concern over India's attitude 
on the question or Ant rctica. T11is ay hav b en due to a request 
made by the Government or India to place the ite 11 Th uestion of 
Antarctica" on the provisional agenda of the United ntion • 

2 , I m directed by the Govern~ent of India to bring to the notice 
of the Government of Ne Zenland the follovine points which would 
explain th otives behind our approach to have this qucotion brought 
before the United Nations . 

(1) Although Antarctica is an uninhabited Continent, 
the dancer of this area bcconing field tor inter
national conflict ey~sts . In an atomic age, this 
would be disastrous . Further, th Gov rnment of 
India have reason to b liev th t very harmful 
effects on the climate of th world may result 
as atomic experiments an~ explosions take place 
in these regions . 

(ii) On the other hand, there is immense opportunity 
for much constr~ctive work in m teoroloay and 
research in cosnic ray~ in Ant rctica. The 
Government of New Zealand nrc already aware that 
during the International Geophysical Year 1957-SB 
thirty expeditions from various countries would be 
exploring this region under the general auspices 
of the tn:ESCO. Meanwhile, in~ividual countries 
have already organised voyages of exploration in 
this region. Ther has nev r b en an inter
nationnl effort of' this ma ui tu~ in this ree. in 
the pant. 

(iii) Tn question relating to Antarctica will therefore 
become increasingly 1 portant in futur and it 

tters are 1eft to drift without some general 
international guidance they ay contain s eds of 

ajor conflicts in the future. The Governoent 
of India re, therefore, trying to avoid dangerous 
dev lopments and nre thinking in terms of the 
atomic age which will probably govern cnny of 
those considerations in future . 

3. A general debate in the Un1 ted l~ations will provide opportunities 
for clarification as well as for constructive work. It is not our 
purpose that the debate should be made against any country or for the 
support or any rival claimant. inile India iB tully ware that there 

I are several countries 
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E~bassv of the Jnion of South Africa, 
WASHTWfON 8 , D.C. 

6th Jlnr11 , 1956 . 

THE ACTING SECRETARY FOR EXTEJlNAL AFFAIRS , 
CAPE T 0'1/N . 

Indian Actior on Antarctica . 

We have obt~ ined froo the New Zealand 
E,bassy a copy of a letter addressed earlier 
this month to the Deoa=tment of External Affa i rs 
in Wellin~ton by the Indian High Co~missioner ' s 
Office ther e . It is significant at once for 
its attemot to reassure the New Zealand Govern
~ent about the Indian actio~ in raising the 
Antarctic q1estion at the United Nations and 
for the naivet~ of its arguments . 

Conies to London and New York . 

A. "f. HA ULT ON . 

CO"H:SELLOR OF E'ffiASSY. 

att rs are ~ert to drift without some general 
inter national guidance they ay cont ain seeds of 
ma jor confl i cts i n the futur e . The Government 
or India are , therefore, trying to avoid dangerous 
d velopment s and are thinking in t erms or th e 
at ooic a c whi ch will probably gov rn cany or 
these considerations i n future . 

3. A general debate in the United Nation• will provide opportunitiet 
tor clarification as w 11 as tor conatructlve work. It is not our 
purpose tha t the debate should be made against any country or tor the 
support or any rival claimant. While India is full7 avare that there 

I are several countries 





copy 

Xt(lrnal Affairs, 

Sir , 

FOR 

49 illis ~treet, 
(l:'J.LI rGTON'. 

Tt has cone to the notice of the Governm~nt of India that the 
Gover~m0nt of ew Zealand have felt some co~c rn ov~r India's attitude 
on th Ol stion of Antarctica. This l!lay have l":eel'l due to a request 
marE> 1:-;; the C:ovcrnoent of India to place the 1 tern "The "'11estion of 
A7ltarctican on the rov1sional agcm a of thA "Jni ted a tiorts. 

2 . I a~ ~irectPc ~Y the Government of tncia to bring to the n0tice 
of thP novfir"lmf!lt of ew ZealanCl tno followiny. P">ints whtch \Tould 
ex'1lain t c m~tive. behind our a preach to have tM.E oue tlon brou"'ht 
rcfore the ·nttPd ations . 

(1) Alt o~gh Antarctica ir an uni~1al"iteCl Co"ltinent, 
ti oancer of th~s area ~ec in field for 1ntcr
"1at1o~l conflict eYists . 1l'l an atomic age, this 
w ll(l 't' r'lisastrous. 'urther, the Govcrnm nt of 
·l'l !a have reaso71 to bPli VP ~1at very harmful 
e~rects o~ the cli~ate cf th world may result 
a atonic experime"lts an~ eYplosions tak0 place 
i"l these regions. 

( 11) On the other hand, t 1 e is 1 ensC> OJlnortuni ty 
f~'~r muc constructive worn in met orolo y anc 
r search in cos .ic ray in Antarctica. The 

(111) 

Gov "~'"1m nt of ·cP Zealanc'l are n.lrC>ary aware ti.at 
chr•n the Tnternat1onal r.eophysical Vear 195'?-58 
th1rt~ exoe it~cns fro~ various counTrie~ wo~ld be 
x~lor-n thi rert ~ 1~A~r t e neral auspices 

of t CO. anw ~le, incividual countries 
l.av alr ar ~ orranis vQyar,es r evl")lorat1on in 
t~ s rc 'on . ~ ~r has never b~ ~ an int r-
at; ~al effort cf t i rna nitu~ in ~is area in 

th 

3. A ~nf'ral e"[-''ate • u t, Tni ted Ia ti ns will provid(l o '"~Ortlni tiE"S 
f r clarlfira+ion as well as ~ work . It is not o~r 

r Cl t +- t 1 "' 1c1 a 1 t anv co•mtry or ~nr tn~ 
Sl port cr a~y r•val clai ant. n La is filly awar t.at ~l re 

I arc cveral c 1ntries • 
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EMBASSY OF TH E U N ION O F SOUTH AFRICA 
AMBAS SAOE VAN DIE UNIE VAN S UIO · AFRIKA 

WAS H INGTON 8 . D. C 

AIR BAG 6th April , 1956 

S CRET 

THE ACTDlG SECRETARY FOR 'EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

CAPE TO •N 

IndiAn Action on Antarctica 

~e have obtained from the New Zealand 
Embassy a copy of a letter addressed earlier this month 
to the Department of External Affairs in 7ellington by 
the Indian Hie~ Commissioner ' s Office there. It is 
significant at once for its attempt to reassure the 
New Zealand Goverlli:lent about the Indian action in 
raisine the Antarctic question at the United Nations 
and for the naivet~ of its arguments. 

Copies to London and l~ew York. 

~c-. ... 
Coun~ellor of Embassy 

3o A r "lcr ~€ratr tn tte ~it d 
~1r ~ 1 arifl~att~~ a~ well as~ provi e op~ort1 itles 

work . It ls n t our 
a~a t a~· c l"l r or for the r o ~+ t r t 1 

s~ porto~ a~y r v l ~la' 3t. n 1a is f lll- uware t 1a., t. ere 

I ar veral c I"ltries • 
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l.ITNISTER-.RAAD: 

Ek het die aaak omtrent die Indieee vooratel 
om die Suidpool-vraagstuk op die agenda van die V.V.O. te 
plaae met mnr Price-Jones van die Statebondakantoor beapreek . 

Volgens mnr Price-Jones het die Britts nog geen 
vordering gemaak om die Indiers te oorreed om die voorstel 
te laat veer nie. Sir Pierson Dixon is beoig om mnr Krishna 
Menon in Iiew York te be-arbei en die Britse Hoe Kommissarie 
in New Delhi probeer nog om die Indieae owerbede dear te 
oortuig dat dit beter sal weea as hulls hul vooratel terug
trek. Die Britte hoop nog dat bulle sukseavol sal wees maar 
die Indiers het nog niks gesB of gedoen wet hierdie 0 hoop" 
enige grand kan gee nie. Bulle probeer nou ook om inligting 
in te win omtrent die verklarende memorandum wat die Indiere 
moet sirkuleer as die Suidpool-vraagstuk op die agenda van 
die V.V . O. bly. Op die oomblik blyk dit dat die mecorandum 
nog net in koneepvorm opgestel is en dat die Indiere nog 
steeds na redee soek om die vraagstuk in die V.V.O. te last 
beepreek. Volgens 'n uitlating van mnr Kehru wet by verlede 
Sondag in Uew Delhi gemaak het (aien asaeblief uitlmipsel 
hierby) blyk dit dat die Indiers nie van bulle voorstel sal 
efsien nie. Die Britte het die indruk gekry dat Nehru en 
Menon nog klou aan die idee dat daer moontlik moeilikheid 
in die Suidpoolstreek ken ontstaan wet deur die moontlike 
gebruik van die waterstofbom met toetse of andersinds nadelige 
gevolge kan h~. Die een rede wet die Indiers aunvoer waarom 
hulle wil he dat die seek in die V.V.O. beapreek moet word . 

Mnr Price-Jones se ook dat die Britte nou in die 
11 doldrumsti is omtrent hulle bceprekings met die Inditira. 
Bulle het al daaraan gedink om aan te neem dat die aaak 
uiteindelik tog op die agenda van die v.v.o. sal bly en 
derhalwe nou daaroor te dink wetter bouding hulle dan sal 
inneem . As hulle die verklarende memorandum van die Indiere 
in die hande ken kry, sal hulle ook beter inataat weee om 
te bealuit wetter steppe om te doen om die bespreking 1n 
die V.V . O. in die regte rigting te probeer stuur. Maar 
intusaen doen hulle nog bulle uiterate om die Indiers te 
oorreed om af te aien van hulle vooratel. 

~ Price-Jones bet belowe om my op hoogte te hou 
oor verwikkelings omtrent die saak. 

J. J. Becker. 

Landen, 
17 April 1956. 

ies • 



Ek het die eauk omtrent die lndieac voorstel 
om die ~uidpool-vruagotuk op die agenda van die V. { .O. te 
plaaa mot mnr Price-Jones van aic Statebondokantoor beapreek . 

Vol~cno mnr Price-Jones hct dio Britto nog gean 
vordcring eoaalt OLl die Utdiorn te oorrood o.m die vooratel 
te 1 at vaor nie. Sir riarson Dixon ie boo 6 om mnr !Xiahna 

t;non in .eq York t~ be-arbei on die Bri tuc Jfoo Kornmi.sauria 
in e'i Del ti. rob~ r .nog om d.ie J.ndie:Jc cr. erhedc doar tc 
oortuig t di t b tor sal t"3COB a& ~ul.lc hul vuor tel torllb
trck. Die ritto hoop nog dot hullo aukoeovol eHl woos maar 
a ... o 1 d ij a bet OG n.i.ka ge&a of gcdocn ~at hi.crdic ~hoop" 

gr • .md 1 gue nio. Hulle pro beer nou ook oo irili~ttng 
.:i.r... • .i.n o tx•£>nt dio ver~endc cmorandum at die Indiera 

o t air :ulcer as die vuidpool-vraagstuk op die egenda van 
d:o V.I •• bly. Op die oonblik blyk dit dot die memorandum 
no{; net in konso:pvvrm opgeatcl w Cll. aat Clio lncliere nog 
steed na rcdea oook oiJ die v.raa tuk in d.:.c v.V.o. te loat 
b J rc k. Volgcna 'n u1 tlatin,g van mnr J;ehru 'flat by vcrlede 
Jond ·n e. lJoll.d c;e~ak hot ( ... ion asocbli;ef' uitkilip el 

· rb ) bly dit dot die Incie-o nic vun nullo voorstel sal 
n D... Bri tta bet die indruk eekry dot Nehru en 

cnon ~o luou oan djc idee dat da r moontlik moeilikheid 
in die uiupoolotTcck kan ontataon wat deur di~ moontlik• 

c orullt v n dl.c .aterotofbo mot toetoe of anuerel.nds nadelige 
rcvolgo r..an hu. Dis een rcdc wat die Ind:1 ere aunvoer waarom 
bulle wil he d t die soak in die v.v.o. beapreek moct word. 

Lnr rice-Jones oe ook dat die rittc nou in die 
11dcldrw:l • ~ o t.rent hulle bee rekinc13 ot die ndiers. 
Bulle hct ol daora n gedink om aan te n eo dut d-e ac k 
uitoindclik tog op die agenda van die v.v.o. onl b~ en 
dcrhtllwc nou da roor te dink 1attcr houding hulle dan oal 
inne • hullc die verklarende mcmorandu.'ll V3Il die In iera 
in die hande an kry, oal bulle ook bater instaat eea om 
te beeluit .attar atoppe om te doen om dje be preking in 
die v •• o. in die r~sto ri ting to probccr otuur . aar 
i:ntuo on d on .uull no hullc m. torate ()O die lndi!re te 
oorreed om af te oicn von hulle voorstel. 

cmr -rice-Jones bet belo .a om rry op hoogtc te hou 
oor ve~ikkelinga octrent die aeak. 

J. J. Becker. 

Londen, 
17 April 1956 . 
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Verw: 19/88/2 

ED •••••••• RECORO ········" 
pL.ACED ON Flt.E •.••.••••• 

GEHEIM 

K<I ... TOOA VA" Dtn HOoi I(QMMI!I!lAAIS VIA Oil! 

UNIC VA"C SUIO•A,-RIKA. 

TRAf'Al.GAA SQUA'tl!, 

LONDOrr., w.c. 2. 

19 April 1956. 

DIE SEKRETARIS VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE. 

Die Suidpool 

Sal u aaseblief verwye na dienabrief nr 43/44 
wat deur one Ambassade in Washington op 30 ~art san u 
gerig is . Vol~ens die laaste paragraaf van die diensbrief 
blyk dit dat d1e Ambassade se segsman ietwat optimistiee 
was omtrent die moontlikheid om die Indiera te oorreed om 
hulle voorstel om die Suidpool-vraagstuk op die agenda van 
die V.V.O. te plaas, terug te trek. 

One het by die Statebondskantoor navraag gedoen 
omtrent hierdie saak . U sal in die bygaande afakrif van 
' n memorandum wet opgestel is na 'n bespreking met ' n 
amptenaar van die c·t~.; tebondskantoor, sien dat die Bri tte 
nie te hoopvol is co~ hulle besprekings met die Indiere nie. 

Enige verdere inligting wat one omtrent hierdie 
saak mag kry, sal aan u gestuur word. 

Afskrif na Washington. e, li.w Y~. 

I~~~ 
vJ 

-V· 

:W.nieter-Raaa . 

..nr Price-Jones het bolo e om my op hoogte te hou 
oor ver ikkelings omtrcnt die oank. 

J. J. :Becker. 

Londen, 
17 April 1956. 

.es 
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desirable d; the time ot the Prime inis ters • Meeting .ln June 
to try to perauade ldlru not to pursue the matter. Spea1ght 
stressed that th1e suggeetion had not yet been put to 'inisters 
Md that mat Foreign Ottice ott1c1e.le had in o1nd were die
ouse1one outside the regular meetings or Prime 'in1sters . An 
alternative suggestion is to try to get the Indians to postpone 
the i teo until at'ter the end or the present Intcrnnt1onal. 
Geophysical Year . It could be pointed out thot international co
operation 1n the Antarctic is working extremely well under the 
u 1brella or the International Geophysical Year and there is , 
therefore, no need for a discussion nt this time. It these 
plans fo.iled , h011ever, the next line of defence might be to try 
to persuade the Indians to 111!1.1 t discussion 1n the General 
Ass e bly to the sci ent11'1o nspecte or the Antarctic. It "t-ras 
nppa1•ent that no one at the meet1nR was very hopeful that any of 
these to.ottcs ·~-rou~d succeed . It liCLS also clear that the Forei gn 
Office dismissed the poss1b111ty of defeating the inscription 
of the :1 te.!Jl 1f the Indians decided to ge ahead . They thought , 
however , that considerable supoort could be nu~tArAd a..!:tong the 
La.t1n Americans to get the item ei<le-tracked in the General 
Assembly into a non- political committee. 

(Sdg. ) G. G. Riddell 

CANADA HOUdE. 
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4 . Corner of New Zealand House enid the feeling e"llng 
officials in fell1ngton 1s that it hnd been a o1stnke to link 
the probl~ of Soviet aotivi ties in Antarctic with the question 
of ex1et1ng terri tor1nl. disputes in the tlr s1noe this h d 
understandably soared the Americans ot"t . He thought that in any 
'!"uture d1souss1ons with the Arlerioans 1 t ' s essen t1n1 to keep 
the two questions qUite s epnrate. He even doul)ted th t 1 t vas 
111se to press the Americans for a clear at tenant of their 
Antarctic policy. They could hardly do this uithout 1 y1ng a 
claim to a a ector ot the Antarctic and 1 t •ns qt1i te unresl1stio 
to expect them t"' be content .. ith the sector to which no other 
country h~~ yet nnde a olcim. !n Corner ' s view any enunciation 
of American olnims t:1.11 o1•on.te e. comnot1on runonr; the Latin 
Aner10MB , onoure thPt the Indione t 11 neiat in discussing 
their 1 te tlt tho General Assembly in a 'POli 1col context and 

e.ke it likely that the U. s . s . R. 11111 decide to rennin tn the 
bnaes thoy are nt present oocu.,yin in connection 1. t'l-t their 
International. Geophysical Year actlvitien . In addition it eee~e 
I! nistake to r a th An r!ce.ns ... ru h into i1. t '!11 t ell 
turn out to be nn ill- considered. Antarctic "'011cy. 

6 . The second part of the meeting was devoted to d1e-
ou elon of th Ind1Pn tn1t1at1ve in r~qieat1n thot nn item on 
Antarctica be inscribed on th~ agend~ of the n xt aesston ot 
thA fle.:"ler 1 88 e""b1y. nen ··e ·er~ ted for Cr'lrt11 n vielffl , 
1-1e sru.d th t our 1nt"oMat1on wea that the e hn!l not yet been 
for~ 1 ted but t~ t of:f1c1ala in Ottn n ern s eekinfr, ,.i th an 
open 1n1 to achieve as d~ep an unaeratanding as possible ot 
t e motives behind the Indian t!ove . It ·1as e.nparent that no one 
o.t the eetln • apr~rt tron ourselves, vne very interested in 
ttnding out ·· at these motives Are nn ne, linr; ev,.n re"larked 
that 1n the T'n1 ted Kingdom view 1 t 1s a 1o.ste o'!" t1I!Ie to specu-
late on what tllo Ind1on o t1 ves m1 ht be. Spen1r"'t did 
volunteer, hoHever, that the Foreign Office believe the Indian 
initiative is prompted purely by Krishna 'enon ' s desire to have 
an 1 te on h1oh he co.n make eloquent Sp13eahee, pc.rticnlary 
no" that the South African items nre unlikely to provide the 
co.ne OTYPOrtunity as they used to. Aa an indication of the con
text 1n l hich the Indirum uill probn.bly 'ieh to discuss the 
1 tem in the Genercl Aee e.: bly, One .ight oent1oiled that When the 

ore1gn Secretary "'as in Ne• Del~i in MarCh, Nehru referred to 
the danger o'!" the cold a1~ apreo.din~ to the Antarotio . 

G. In aneller to our enqu.tr1co c~ncern1nr f:he reasons b&-
hind the United ~ingdon 1 s oppc Gi t1on to the ins cri 'D tion of the 
i ten we ere g1 ven various eml a. tiona such ns " .. e fear of the 
unkno n n, obj eotl.ono to "the United nt1one meddling in ot_h.er 
people 1B affa1ro a!'la the ev1 enoe o estern dieuni ty htc~ a 
ii1ecusa1on in the General Aeeeably ould reveal. ·e gathered. 
that in the lir;ht of the recent rebut"t in 'e.ah1n~ton , thle publio 
evidenc~ of disun1. ty is w:1at is -worrying the Foreign Office 
oost o1noe it 1-1111 provide the U.s. s.R. wtth good op"Dortunity 
for rni~oh1ef making. 

7 . \11th the exception of ourselves , those who nttended the 
meeting were exclusively interested 1n di~umesinp tnct1cs to 
prevent the oueet1on being ra1eed in the t'ni ted lations or, it 
this fa1led , at lenst to ensure tl-tet the isoussion 1e rendered 
as harmless as possible. Soeaight said they ould like to 
persuade the Indians to drop the hole question and the th1nkinp, 
amon officials in the Foreign Office 1A that it would be 

I . .... 
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA. (Duplicate) 

NUMBF.:rn<~D L~TT~. 

TO : THr mmER- SIOORETARY OF STATE FOR 
E:'TER1lAL AFFAIRS , OTTAWA, CANADA . 

FROU : 'l'HE OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FOR CANADA, LONDON . 

Yout• Letter Bo . 464 of Aor11 9 . 

MiTARCTICA. 

Cot~F I D Ell'l'IAL. 

no . 737 

Anr11 27, 1956. 

F11 e No . AR. 86/3 

We read with interest the viel:rS contained 1n your 
lett r under reference and the pnper ttnched to it and are 
gratefu~ for sendinp: these to us before the oeetlng called by 
the Common real th Relatione Office. 

2 . The neetlng uas held on April 24 under thP ohe.1man-
sh1p of Snelling, an Assistcnt Und~Seoretary in the C. R.o ., 
cmd as ttended by Spea.ight, the responsible Assistant Under
Secretary 1n the Foreign Office, end by reoresentatives of the 

11old" Com:JOnueal th Missions 1n London . ~tinutes of the neet1ng 
are being prepared b y the C. R. o . tet111 'bile the folloWing brief 
outline of t.,_e discussion may be helpful . 

3 . Speaight began by enyinp; that e1nce the last Common-
11 eol th neet1ng on rare..,_ 12 the United KinP'dorn , Au a tralia, N £!'.1 
Zeal.e.nd and South Africa. had received. the State Department ' s 
renly to the reoresentntions ,.h1ch they hnd me.de oono(>rning the 
need to form a common front to fe.ce inoreae ed SoViet e.oti viti es 1 
in the Antarctic . It t-•as clear rrom the tone of Spen.tf'ht ' s 
remarkS that the Foreign Office are annoyed not only by the 
contents of the State Denartment ' e reoly but leo by the ny in 
hioh 1 t una presented. The four Com1uon e 1 th lllbassadors had 

o 11P.d Jointly on'~ . Dulles md hFJ left r1th hie emoranda 
'tth1cb out11n a ln 1dent1oal terru~ their p-enerru. a-onroac."t to 
AntP.rct1c nroble::ta end str seed then ea tor Joint consultation . 
It e, therefore, sor:1et11ng of n t'ebuff, to ea.y thPlea.st, for 
a de~: otf1cPr in the State De ertnent to h nd the renly to 
e c~ Co onwealth 'lesion 1n 'as"tington on n different day . To 
~k ttere ·orse t~e reply, Which u s in th for of a ~Pmo-

rnndu , stated, re onr: other things, th t 1n the tatto Depart- :.! 
~ent • e vte: AntE'X>Ctic ouestlone cou~ be discussed ore 
appropriately on a b1lr:.teral basis . Accordir\f; to Sneai.ght the 
State Depart!!lent 1s ne!"orandun 1s ou1 te unsatisfactory, r,1ves 
no indio t1on 1h tever of t,e policy the United States proposes 
to follo in the Antarctic, and see e to ir,nore conrpletely the e 
fact thot the 1n1t1at1ve to hold consultations concerning 
Soviet o.ctlvl ties in the Antarctic "RB orlplnally l"lade by the 
State Depn.rt:1ent . 

I . .. . . 
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01011110 VAN OlE: 

VERENIOOE VOLKERE 

TION OF THE 

~!~~~=~~~~HE UNIT EO NATIONS 

3rd Jl.a.y, 1956 

~t1~ 

~-~. od..(;i 'JLI CAfE '"0 N. 

AUTARCTICA 
.o-3,8,~ y\ .... 0. 

The Australian Awbassador informed me yesterday that ~.,.\,~ 
the Indian representative at the United Nations had shown him 
the draft explanatory memorandum which has been prepared in 
endorsement of the Indian proposal that the question of Antarctica 
should be discussed at the forthcoming General Assembly. The 
memorandum, which barely fills one page, refers to the importance 
of Antarctica from the strategic, economic and geophysical view
points, notes that the region may beco~e an important air transport 
route, that it robably contains oineral resources, and is a 
centre for whaling and other fisheries activities. Any actions 
which disturb the climatic balance of tho Antarctic rer,ion could 
have far reaching international effects. The International Geo
graphical Year activities which will reach their maximum in 1957 
afford evidence of interr~tional interest in the region. The mem
orandum express s the hope that States will be willing to apree 
that activities in Antarctica sl-Jall be directed to,sards peaceful 
uses and that they should "to this end harmonise their actions11 

(Chartt.r language). It is suggested that the General Assembly 
should call on Staves to make a declaration of intention of peace
ful purposes and to ar.ree not to use Antarctica for any activities 
likely to cause international tension. The Secretary-General might 
be instructed to follow closely the scientific w rk of the Inter
national Geoy,raphical Year and upon its completion to prepare a 
bibliography . 

t:h .. e 
Hr . Lall told the Australian Ambassador the memorandum 

has still to be approved by New Delhi and the above summary is 
based only on the Ambassador's reading of it and his subsequent 
discussion. The memorandum has been prepared by ~r . tall and ~as 
stated to be in line with conversations he had had with l>'a • Krishna 
Menon. 

Mr . Lall enouired of the Australian ~1bassador whether 
ustralia would be likely to have any objection to the draft. The 

Aobassador re~lied that Australia hoped th t India ~ould not pro
ceed with the matter at all since t~ere is no tension or difficulty 
arising out of tne I.G.Y. activities. ~~- Lall added that Argentina 
and Chile would not object to India raisin~ the tter in terrus of 
the draft ~emorandum and he thourht it s~ould be dealt with in 
either tho Political or the Ad Hoc Committee of the Assembly. The 
r.ustralian Arbassador asked that tnere be consultations between the 
Australian and Ind"an Governm nts before the draft was aprroved. It 
is Mr. Lall ' s ir.tention also to show the draft to bir Leslie Munro 
of New Zealand and Sir Pierson Dlxon of the United Kin~dom. 

Copies to London, was~in ton and Ottawa. 

~.!.?.~~~ . . 
DEPUTY Rl Al~l T a!-' S I T~'l'IV£. 



F.XPIAW!,TORY l('MORARPPM 

T Antarctica, a region cover1 ng about 1.x million 
oqunre ell s of territory, has considerabl strategic, climatic 
and C o-phy teal 1gnificance for t world as a whol • With 
t dcv lop nt of rapid co~cations, the ar a might shortly 
co to have furth r practical sign1ficanc , for example as a 
a ort ir route for civilian planes f~ng 1n t southern 

misph r • Th mineral wealth of th l.nnd s is believed to 
consider ble and its coastal vat rs contain important whaling 

stations nd fish rica. 

Th growtn" 1nt rest ~ t e Antarctica is nifesting 
itself in tnc fact that a nu:nbor of r cent exp d1t1ons sent by 
various nnt"ons have been or are at worlt in th area. 1'hese ac
tivities will be intens~ied in the course of th Int rnatjonal 
Goo-Physical ~ r, comr.anc1ng JUly 1957 and in the preparations 
pr ceding it. On typical conscqu nee will be that the number or 
observation ~osts ln thin nrea will be mor than doubled by 1957. 

Modern scicnc iE likely to reveal man7 ossib111t1es 
for th peeceful utilization ot a region hit rto r carded as 
~productive. f. t th ser:e t1 the influence of th Antarctica 
on eli tic nnd related eonditio~~ throur.hout th ~orld, vhile 
obviously cons1dera'hle, req)llres furt"ter study. Any disturbance 
of th~ equilibrium or natural forces 1n th1 re nir,ht lead to 
1ncalculubl cons quon~es for the w~rld ~ whole involving the 
detcrior tion of the con itions for human and oth r forns of animal 
and plnnt lU' • In view ot tll~se facts nd benr1ne in n1M the 

~~r~~t t~ ~, t 1 teo;~;:Oi1~rin~:o~~:~~e~~ t~ igr~;~~ to 
strength n universal peace it ~ould be appropriate and ti~ly for 
all nations to agree ana to affirm that ttlc area \fill be utilized 
ent~ly for peac :ful purposes and for tho g n ral welfar • All 

t• o.r s should ag1• o furth~"r to liar onl c their actions to thls end 
nd to on ure al~o thnt no act1vit1 s 1n the t,nturcticn will adversel~ 

affect clinatic and oth r natural condjtions. 

Th Govcrnr: nt of India accordingly sur,r,ests tlult tne 
General As (1 bly o1 the Un1 ted l a t1ons should call upon o ll States 
to r.rco to and affi~m the peaceftl ut111sat1 n f t~ Antarctica 
f r th r,crerAl w lf re nd 1n p rt1cu1 r to aer c that th~ area 
s 11 not be u d 1n ny rl'lnn r t~t t>tould promote an 1ncr se of 
world ten91o~, or extend to thic r the 1nfl\ nco a~ ~ffects of 

7. atine t r ~ons. 



EXPLANATORY J.f!<'MORANDUM 

The Antarctics, a region coverlng about six million 
square miles of territory, has considerable strategic, climatic 
and geo-physical significance for the world as a whole . With 
the development of rapid comcunications, the area might shortly 
come to have further practical s1enificance~ for example as a 
short air route for civilian planes flying 1n the southern 
hemisphere. The mineral wealth of the land mass is believed to 
be considerable and its coastal waters contain important whaling 
stations and fisheries. 

The growing interest in the Antarctica is manifesting 
itself in the fact that a number of recent expeditions sent by 
various nations have been or are at work in the area. These ac
tivities will be intensified in the course of the International 
Geo-Physical Year, commP.ncing July 195? and in the preparations 
preceding it. One typical consequence will be that the number of 
observation posts in this area will be more than doubled by 1957· 

Modern science is likely to reveal many possibilities 
for the peaceful utilization of a region hitherto regarded as 
Wlproductive. At the same time the influence of the Antarctica 
on climatic and related conditions throughout the world, while 
obviously considerable, requires further study . Any disturbance 
of the equilibriuo of natural forces in this area might lead to 
incalculable consequences for the world as a whole involving the 
deterioration of the conditions for human and other forms of animal 
and plant life. In view of these facts and bearing in mind the 
s 1ze of th area, 1 tn interna t 1onal importance and the gro,-ling 
interest in it, the overnment of India consider that in order to 
strenethen universal peace it would be appropriate and timely for 
all nations to agree and to affirm that the area will be utilized 
entirely for peaceful purposes and for the general welfare. All 
nations should agree further to harmonise their actions to this end 
and to ensure also that no activities in the Antarctica w1).1 adversel~ 
affect climatic and other natural conditions . 

The Government of India accordingly suggests that the 
Gen~ral Assenbly of the United Nations should call upon all States 
to agree to and affirm the peaceful utilisation of the Antarctica 
for the general welfare and in particular to agree that the area 
shall not be used in any manner that would promote an increase of 
world tensions, or extend to this area the influence and effects of 
existing tensions. 



/ 

m. U/96 

THB SECR,..'l'ARY 'OR T<XTERNAL AFFAIRS 

PRE ORIA. 

ANTARCTICA 

8th Au~ust 1956 

With ref~rence to our minute 11/96 of 3rd May, 1956, I 
••• attach the draft explanatory memorandum on the Antarctica item in 

the form in which it was showed by Mr. Lall to certain represent
atives here. Mr. Lall at the same time explained that the 
document still had no official status and remained subject to final 
approval by New Delhi. 

It will be seen that the contents are basically those 
reported on in Mr. Sole's previous despatch . A discussion with the 
British has indicated, moreover, that they have not made much 
further progress with their efforts to persuade India to withdraw 
the item. At the moment they are counting heads in New York in an 
attempt to forecast how the vote on inscription would fare, although 
they have not taken a final decision on the wisdom of opposing in
scription themselves . Their first objective remains an effort to 
persuade India to withdraw the item by pointing out to them, inter 
alia, how large a body of opinion they would have against them in 
the Assembly . 

It is the view of this Mission that inscription cannot be 
avoided

1 
even though the vote may with luck be close. Moreover, it 

may be 1·u11y expected that the discussion will take a political turn 
and that the best that can be hopod for is a resolution framed in 
general terms, expressing the hope that activities in Antarctica will 
be directed to peaceful uses . In our judgu.ent it is important in 
tho circumstances that we should prepare ourselves to make a statemen~ 
on tho Union's interest in the area and that our position will be 
adversely affected if we allow the occasion to go by without doing so • 

In the meantime it would assist the British in their cal
culations if we could inform them on our preliminary intentions on 
the question of inscription and I should be glad if you could confirm 
that ~e will probably vote against it. 

Copies to ~fashington and LOndon. 
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v rdwyn. at ook al die vorm v n di be prek1ng in di 

eroni d a ieo w es, 1yk d1t o£ dit •n opg eond 6 

uitwerking g h~ o die kan v n die b vriend lando 

t v nd eektore in die g bied eie en op die knnee v n 

die Unie o in die toekoma e1se v n sy ei to l t seld. 

Aangceien vorder die Statebond on die Verenigd St t 

vcrd old 1 ten opsigte van 'n Antarkt1 b laid, han 

besprekina van die esoie in die Veronigdo asiee die 

e to in groot verleenthoid bring. 

g. Oro verneem ek of one die llri ta ormanente 

AfvnardiSine in New York kan meade l dat, ooc s e nou 

st n. o bcleid ou cas om c mot die andcr o terso 

lando teen die inQkrywing v n die item op is enda to 

st~. 

, . 

1 

n~ 

0 ~ 

m 
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t dit betrof, 1 u onthou d t di Verenisde 

wtat in 1946 die opinie uitgespree bot d t 'n ind~ 

n di oionale crnbbeli ~nd in bierdi 

gcbied Bema k knn ord deur di in telling v n V r n1 de 

r. ei voo 4Yekap oor die gobied. Andor lando, onder eer 

cU Unie n di Vorcnigde Kon1nl2--yk w o r die oiena-

yao toeeedann dat kontrolo d ur di Voreni d Vo1kore 

tot o ieee inmenging aou'lei. 

ter in ~948 w e a r e kore annduidings ~ t 

die Vereni de State 'n nu e voor tel vir io internaoiona1e 

b h er van die Suidpoolstreok n dio nd b angbebbende 

ondb de ou voorl~. Die Unie het oy be nc in dio 

~uid~oolstr ek oan die betrokke l verduid li ·, r 

die Verenigde Koninkryk en die Verenigde ~t te h t die 

Uni ae ois om de 1 aan die voorgesteld internaeionale 

regime te hft, ge oier op grond da rvan dnt die 

Sowjet-Unie dnn ook op ino1u1tins mog a ndring. 

Ann8coion Noorwe~, Frankryk en Chili nie ber id 1 

wao om enige beperkinga op hullo nsoewereini tei tu oor nt 

dole van Ant rktika prya te gee n1 , het die Am riko.n rs 0 • 

blykbnar beeluit o nie met bulle voorstel v rdar te 

'n nie. m 

8. Indian Antarktika nou in die Verenigd liasies 

bespr k word, wil d1t voorkoa dat die Unie e be r 

van 1948 nos soedhou nnamlik dit oou Ruoland en ndar, 

uit on oogpunt, onaewenate lande 'n eggenoknp g e oor 

di to ko von Antarktiko. en eni o invlo d w t d1 

Unie ~ontlik op die sank sou hon uitoefen oou in die niet 

/ ... 
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op bierdi fait meen die Ind1ese Reg ring 4 t in die 

bela dit elik oou we s ind1 n 11 

na i o oor enstc en beveetis d t 41 gebied all n ~ vir 

vr ea do leindce en vir die eemene beo eebruik 1 

ord. All naeiee bohoort sa m t o hull bnndelinge 

ot hi rdi doel voor o te harmoni r n om ackor te maak 

da.t geen edryWighede in .Antarktika •n legt uitwerking 

op kl.irmato- en and r :natuurlike to otanda l hi ni • 

Die Re ering van Indi tel due voor dat die Al8emene 

V rgad r1118 ' n beroep in bierili e1n op all nasi e do en 

en in die beeonder om ooreen te ko dat di gcbiod n1e 

gcbruik oal word op 'n wyee w t w reld p nning s 1 verhoog 

ot best nde opannings na die gebi d 1 uitbr 1 nie. 

4. Die BrltGe Regering hot van die begin at nllee 

in oy verco gcdo n om die Indi re te oorrocd om vnn 

bulle voorstel ~ te sie n. Hierin is hulle g ste.m deur 

Auetrali en lieu Zeeland. Bier41e lande io b 1e besorg 

oor di moeilikhede wat eo•n bespreking in die Verenigde 

Vir hulle terri toria.le eieo in Antnrktika lm.n 

veroor k Tar l anngeeien danr nie oen ooindh id tuee n 

di G nebesland en die Vorenigd St te in verband 

t di "toekome van die gebied beet n nie. ( Onlanss 

bet St ~ebondelande (Ver nigde XOninkrfk, Auetrali~, Nieu 

Zeel d en d1 Unie) verto tot die V r nisde ~tate gerig 

om apreld e te hou ter bere1kil18 van •n eenvormige 

ton opo1gte van Antarktika. Die Voranigde utate 

bet gter ni~ ~ereidw1lligbe1d g toon om op die vooratel 

in te ga n nie). 

/ ... 
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5. Die R g ring v n. Ct»,l1 1 w t oorapro ~ih ge een 

h t da Indi e voogdyo p v n di Vor nigde 

eiee oor di Duidpool tre 1~ bou bet, b t ons l t 

waet dat hull ar by 41 eie 

o tan e terkst by die Sokr to.ris-

ar ean t k- n teen ino~inc wn ie itom. Onl.n a 

bet ~i Indi ee P rmanen~e V rteenwoordigor ster BGm ld 

t Ch1l.1 en h indi n 1 ea.o.k 

:t emorandum in 3 hierbo oan 

di JUg ord nie. ( ev ti.ging 

t di t inderd d die houding van Chili on ArecmtiniU is, 

ie nos n1 ontvang 111 ) • 

6. Intuoo n prob r die itt noe ot do om di 

Indi~a eov r t kr.7 o hulle voor t l te~ te trek en 

bull ie, ond r ndere, vnn plan om dit t probecr doon 

deur aan te toon watt r root llgg v n opinie in d1 

Algeo n daring daarteen • HUll io du 

esis a v o t stol wa.t die ate ins oor ;ins~ing vllll 

die it m 1 we e, albo 1 l hulle ekynbanr nog 

nie finaal b aluit het of dtt vir bul elf verstondig al 

ee om t n inakrywing t e 

Die Unie ee Ad~ nk-pe een oor 1 or vra 

g volgli of ht cUt itt knn 1nl1g oor die Unie e voor-

lopi e houdine in s:: inskrywins van di.o it m. 

1. it ia denkbaar de.t •n bespr 1dn8 van Antarktika 

in d1 Algemen V r daring 1 kan ui.tloop o 'n voor-

tel dat d1 obied onder ~ie Voogdy kap van di V r ni de 

aaies geDl e behoort te ord. 

/ ... 
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1. Op 17 Febru rio 1956 h t di India e V rte n

¥oord1 r by die Vereni de asioa die o krotar1a-sen mal 

v rsoek om die nKwensie v n Antarktika'' op die cnda 

v n 41 Al e ne V r£!0.derine te pl o. 

2. D1 Ind1 ee Vert nwoor iBer h t 

vera ie nd v rteenwoordi ere by di Ver n1 iea 

•n v rduideli e rnndum getoon 1 t, vol..g ns hom, 

nog n1 deur e D lh1 o ekeur 1 n1 • 

3. Hierdi veoti di 

trat eo , kljmatologiese on ofi ieee b r1kheid 

v n ntarktika en o die ontli o ont ikl eli 

ro t s, o 41 woontlike Dineral ryudo e wn t r be-

et ann on op die ~ ln van 41 walvicvang n vi er,ye. 

Dit ld d t di groeiendo b lang t lli in die Suid-

pol tr k b wyo word deur al die 

band et die Internasionale G ofi 

die stree is of oonto o.nn. 

rs ~ lik i ontl1 

di stre 

was. Teraeltdartyd oet 

n die invloe n Antarktika o kli 

di b do d sdeur die r ld. 

di b l na vnn xw.tuurll krB4Jte in die 

reksnb re evolee vir die wlreld inhou. 

in 

w teno 

vir die vr ed

r o roduktie~ 

n v nte oc-

o oteuri v n 

bied g onbe-

ot die OO£ 

/ ... 



------ ------

- 5 -

verdwyn. at ook al die vorm van die beopreking in die 

Verenigd ~aeiea mag we¥ , ly dit of dit ' n o eaonde 

uit erking g h@ op die kanse van die bevriende lando 

wat vnndn eektore in die B bied eie en op die kanae van 

die Unie om in die toekoms oise v n y ie to laat 8 ld. 

Aangco1en verder die Statebond en die Veron1 de O~te 

v rd eld is ten opsigte yan ' n Ant rktiknbeleid, an 

besprcking van die kweseie in die Vorenigde asies die 

Weste in groot verleenthcid bring. 

9. Gra 8 verneem k of on die it nt 

~vaard1BinB in New York kan me deel d t, sooa e nou 

stann, ornbeleid sou weea o saam et die dar esterae 

land teen di 1nekrywing van ie item o di Agenda te 

Steil. 



- - ~-~-- ---------- --

- 4 -

at dit botref, 1 u onthou d t die V renigde 

State in 1948 die opinie uitgcepreek hat dat 'n einde 

nan die 1nternaoionale grabbeling na grond in hierdie 

gebied ge~ k kan word dour die installing van Verenigde 

Naaiee voogdyakap oor die gobied. Ander lnnde, onder meer 

die TJnie n die Verenigde Koninkryk wae gter cUe iena

~yso toegedaan dat kontrole deur die Veronigdc Volkcro 

tot Ruoeieae inmenging sou lei. 

Later in 1948 was daar oekere annduidings t 

die Veren1gde State ' n nu e voorstel vir die 1nter.nnoionale 

beheer van die Suidpoolstreek nan die nnder belangbebbende 

moondhed sou voorl6. Die Unie het sy belang in die 

Suidpoolstreek aan die betrokke lande varduidelik, ~ 

die Verenisde Koninkryk en die Verenigde St te bet die 

Unie ae eise om deal ann die voorgcotelde internaeionale 

regime te h@, gewoier op grond da rvan dat die 

Sowjet-Onie dan ook op ineluiting mog aandring. 

Aangeeien Noorwo~, Pre.nkryk en Chili nie bereid 

was om enige beperkings op bulle 11soewerein1 tei t" oor 

dele van Antarktika pcys te gee nie, hat die Am rilmnera 

blykb besluit om nie met bulle vooratel verder te 

saan nie. 

8. Indian Antarktika nou in die V renigde • ei s 

bespr ek word, wil dit voorkorn dat di Unie eo beowaar 

van 1948 nog goedhou nasmlik dit sou Ruoland en nder, 

ui t one oogpunt, ongewenote la.nde •n seggenekap gee oor 

die toekoma van Antarktika en enige invlo d wat die 

Unic oontlik op die eaak sou kon uito fen oou in die niet 

/ ... 
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5. D1 R gering van Oh111, w t oorspronkl.ik en 

bet d t lndi oa voor tel di voogdya p v n die V r nigde 

N siee oor die Suidpoolotr Gk ina bou bet, b t one !ant 

weet d t bulle V rt enwoordigor by die Verenigde iea 

opdrng goltry het om ten c terk te by die Sekreta.rie-gen 

be (U' n te teken teen inakrywine ¥ n die item. Onl nsa 
bet die Indiese Permanent Verte n oordig r ~ter gemeld 

d t Chili en Argentini~ goon beswaar sal h indian di& saak 

in t ~e van die men:orandum in pa raaf .3 hi r o 

die Al.g n Ver adering voorgel8 ord nie. ( ev ti~ 

dat dit inderd d die houding van Chili en Argent1n1· is, 

i nog nie ontvans nie}. 

6. Intusscn probeer die Britte no eteedc OQ 1 

Indi~ra sever te kr,y om bulle vooret l terug te trek en 

hUlle is, onder andere, van plan om dit t probe r do n 

d ur aan t toon watter groot liggaa.m van op1n1e in die 

Algemen Vergadering daartecn aal we s. Hull io due 

besig om vas te atel at di etewming oor inskrywiOB van 

die item moontlik 6111 w es, bo wel hulle e ynbaar nog 

ni finaal b aluit bet of dit vir h la 1 

weee o teen inakrywing te stem ni • 

Die Unie ae Ad~unk-permnnente Verteenwoordiger vra 

gevolglik ot by die 1 tte lm.n 1nll6 oor di U.ni 

lopige houding in ,sake inskrywi v die it 

7. Dit is denkbaar .dat epreking 

in d1 A1g mene Vergadcring 1mn u1 tloop o 'n voor-

otel dnt 01 g bi d onder die Voogdyo V renigde 

n 1e g plaae b hoort te ord. 

I ... 
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op hi rdie teite een 1 Indi so tin i 

bel van 8reldvr d dit p lik ou 

n siec ooreenst en bovoati d all n eft vir 

vreeda e doelein os n vir 1e ge 1 

ord. Alle naeios behoort s t te o hull handelinge 

et hiordie doel voor o~ te hn onievr n o 

d t en bedrywighede i n .Antarktika ' n 

ker te 

u1twerk:1ng 

op klilll.Qato- en and r nntuurlike toeotando al h nio . 

Die R gering van Indio otel due voor d t 
• 

Vergader1ng •n beroop in hi~rdie sin op lle ~si a do 

n in die beaond r o ooreo t om dat ie g icd ni 

gebruik l ord op 'n wyee wnt w roldepanning nl verhoog 

of beetaande e~anninge na die gebi a.l ui t rei n1 e. 

4. Die Briteo Regeri~ bet v n di b gin t l a 

in ay verooU gedo n om d1 Indi~rs t oorre o vnn 

bulle vooretel af te eien. 

Auetr liU en Nieu Zeeland. 

Hi ri.n is bulle g te\l.n dour 

H1 rdi lande eorg 

oor die oeilikhede wat eo ' n h proki in die Vcr nig e 

lasie vir bulle territorial ci e 

voroor k veral aaAgeoien daar n1 in h 1d tuo en 

die Gemeneboolande en di Voroni do St te in verband 

et die toeko van di eb1ed b st n ni • ( nl ng 

bet St tobondelande (Ver nigd Roninkr7 , Australi , ieu 

Zeeland en d1 Uni ) vertoU tot erenigd State gerig 

om a apr o hou ter bere1ki van 'n e nvo 

b leid t n op igte ~ n Ant rkti • D1 V nigde St te 

bet egtar nie ber id illigheid etoon o 

in t go. n ni ) • 

di vooratel 

/ ... 
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G .. 

1 . Op 17 Fobru rie 1956 h t di Indi oe V .rteen-

oord1 or by di Verenigde aeies di S r taria-gen ranl 

"Kweeaie van Antarktika op di endn 

van tli. 18 en Verge.dertng te plaao. 

2. Die Indies Vcrteenwoordiger he't d rna aan 

vor e1 a.nder v rtaenwoordig rs by di er rugde I aeies 

' n v rdu.idelikk nde memo ndu.m g toon , voleen ho , 

nog nie .fi 1 a ur N 

3. Hicrd1 cooranoum veotib di op die 

tra gie , tlimatol.ogies en 8 ofi 1 

n ntarktilr.e n op die moontl11:e ontwik'k ling van 1ue-

ro , op die ttoontlik tlinerol " t a r be-

en o die b lang v n dio lvio nga n vie erye. 

t ld dat dio groeiende b lang telline in die Suid-

pool tr o b wy word d ur di kapedi w t 1n v r-

b nd met die !nternasionale 

die etr ek 1 of oonto 

l h olw rskynl1k 1 

odern wet nok p 

on likhede ys Vir 41 vr d-

g bruik van die str ek w t tot dusver on rodukt1 t 

e. T raeltdertyd et verd re ond r o k ing stol word 

di invlo a v n Antarkti op kl on v nte o 

tandigh d d ursdour die ~reld. Enigo tearing van 

die lane van :natuurlilre kr to in die gebied g onbe-

rekenbare gevolee Vir die w@reld 1nhou. ot die oog 

/ .... 
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verdwyn. \at ool aldie vorm van die beepreking in die 

Vereniede Nasiee mag wees , lyk dit of dlt ' n ongesonde 

uitwerkine mag h~ o. d~e kanae van die bevriende lande 

wat vandag aekto~s in die gebied eie en op die kanee van 

die Unie om in die toekoms eise van ey eie te laat geld . 

Aangesien verder die Statebond en die Verenigde State 

verdeeld is ten opeigte van •n Antarktikabeleid , kan 

bespreking van die k.vessie in die Veronigde Nasies die 

eate in groot verleentheid bring. 

g. Graag verneec ek of one die 2ritse PerDanente 

Afvae.rd~ging in new York kan meedeel dat , soos sake nou 

eta'ln , om ber .. id sou wees om saao met die u der lesterse 

lande teen die inskr~ving van die item op die Aeenda te 

stei!l. 
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\at dit betref, sal u onthou dat die Verenigde 

State n 1948 die opinie uitees reek hct dat 'n einde 

aan die internasionale grabbeliDL na grond in hierdie 

~ebicd gemaak kan word deur die 'nntelling van Verenigde 

Naoies voogdysko.p oor die gebied . Ander lande, onder meer 

die Unie en die Verenigde Koninhryk wac egter die siens

wyse toegedaan dat kontrole deur die Verenigde Volkere 

tot Rue iese inmenging sou lei . 

Later in 1948 was daar sekere aanduidings dat 

die Verenigde State ' n nuwe voorstel Yir die internasionale 

beheer van die Suidpoolstreek aan die ander bele.ngheboende 

moondhede sou voorle. Die Onie het sy belange in die 

Suidpoolstreek aan die betrokke lande verduidelik, ~~ar 

die Verenigde Koninkryk en die Verenigde State het die 

Unie se eise om deel aan die voorgestelde internasionale 

regime te h~, geweier op grond daarvan dat die 

Sowjet-Unie dan ook op insluiting mog aandring. 

Aangecien Noorwe~, Frankryk en Chili nie bereid 

was om enige beperkings op hulle .,soewereiniteit" oor 

dele van Antarl-:tika prys te gee nie , het die Amerikaners 

blykbaar besluit om nie met hulle voorstel verder te 

gaan nie. 

8. Indien Antarktika nou in die Verenigde Nasies 

bespreek v;ord, wil dit voorkom dat die Unie se beswaar 

van 1948 nog goedho~naamlik dit sou Rualand en ander, 

uit ons ooepunt, ongewenste le.nde 'n aeggenskap gee oor 

die toekoms van Antarktika en eniee invloed wat aie 

Onie moontlik op die saak sou kon uitoefen sou in die niet 

/ ... 
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5. Die Regering van Chili, wat oors ronklik ge~een 

het dat Indie se voorstel die voogdyskap van die Verenigde 

Nasies oor die Suidpoolstreek ingehou het, bet ons laat 

weet dat hulle Verteenwoordiger by die Verenigde Aasies 

opdrag gekry het om ten sterkste by die Sekretaris- generaal 

beswaar aan te teken teen inskr~vine van die item. Onlangs 

het die Indiese Pe~nente Verteenwoordiger egter gemeld 

dat Chili en Argentini~ geen beswaar sal h~ indicn die saak 

in te me van die memorandum in paragraaf 3 hierbo aan 

die Algemene Vergadering voorgelf: word nie . (Bevestiging 

dat dit inderdaad die houding van Chili en Argentinie is , 

is nog nie ontvang nie) . 

6 . Intussen probeer die Britte nog steeds om die 

Indiers sover te kry om hulle voorstel terug te trek en 

hulle is , onder andere , van plan om dit te probeer doen 
o.o...... r~ ..t...ct.~o..U 

deur aan te toon watter groot ~ van ~~ in die 

Algemene Vergadering daar teen sal wees . Hulle is dus 

besig om vas te stel wat die stemming oor inskrywing van 

die item moontl i k s al wees , alhoewel hulle akynbaar nog 

nie finaal beeluit het of dit vir hulself verstandig sal 

wees om teen inskryv:ing te stem nie . 

Die Unie se Adjunk- pcrmanente Verteenwoordiger vra 

gevolglik of hy die Britte kan inliB oor die Unie ae voor

lopige houding in sake inskrywing van die item. 

1. Dit is denkbaar dat 'n bespreking van Antarktika 

in die Algemene Vergadering _aklik kan uitloop op ' n voor

stel dat die gebied onder die Voogdyskap van die Verenigde 

Hasies geplaas behoort te word. 

I . .. 

, 
) 
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op hierdie feite meen die Indiese Regering dat in die 

belang van w~reldvrede dit paalik sou wees indien alle 

nasies ooreenatem en bevestig dat die gebied alleen ~ vir 

vreedeame doeleindes en vir die gemene bee gebruik sal 

word . Alle naaies beboort saam te stem om bulle handelinge 

met hierdie doel voor o~ te harmonieer en om seker te maak 

dat geen bedrywigbede in Antarktika ' n slegte uitwerking 

op klimaate- en ander natuurlike toestande sal h~ nie . 

Die Regering van Indie stel dus voor dat die Algemene 

Vergadering ' n beroep in hierdie sin op alle nasies doen 

en in die besonder om ooreen te kom dat die gebied nie 

gebr...tik sal word op ' n wyse wat w@reldsparming sal verhoog 

of bestaande spannings na die gebied sal uitbrei nie . 

4. Die .Britse Regering het van die begin af allee 

in sy vermoe gedoen om die Indiers te oorreed om van 

bulle voorstel a! te sien. Hierin is hulle geeteun deur 

Australia en I1ieu Zeeland . Hierdie lande ia baie besorg 

oor die rnoeilikbede wat so ' n beepreking in die Verenigde 

Hasies vir hulle territoriale eise in Antarktika kan 

verooreaak veral aangeaien daar nie eenegesindheid tuesen 

die Gemenebeslande en die Verenigde State in verband 

met die toekome van die gebied bestaan nLe. (Onlangs 

het Statebondelande (Verenigde Koninkryk, Australia, Nieu 

Zeeland en die Unie) vertoe tot die Verenigde State gerig 

om samesprekin~a te hou ter bereiking van 'n eenvormige 

beleid ten opsigte van Antarktika. Die Verenigde State 

bet egter nic bereidwilligbeid getoon om op die voorstel 

in te gaan nie). 

/ ... 
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~in 
VERSOEK VAli INDIE 0.1 InSKRY liNG VAn DIE 
K\/ES ... IE V./JI AI.TARKTIKA OP DI.~:,; AGENDA VAH 
DIE Vl!.RENIGDE I-.ASIES ALG.EM.BNE VERGADERING . 

1. Op 17 Februarie 1956 het die Indieae Ver·teen

woordiger by die Verenigde Nasies die Sekretaris- generaal 

versoek oc die 11 Kwessie van Antarktika" op die Agenda 

van die Algemene Vergadering te plaae. 

2. Die Indiese Verteenwoordiger het daarna aan 

verskeie ander verteenwoordigers by die Verenigde Hasies 

' n verduidelik~ende memorandum getoon wat , voleens hom, 

nog nie finaal deur New Delhi goedgekeur is nie . 

) . Hierdie memorandum vestig die aandag op die 

strategiese , klimatologiese en geofisiese belangrikheid 

van Antarktika en op die moontlike ontwikkeling van lug

roetes , op die moontlike minerale rykdomme wat daar be

staan en op die belang van die walviavangs en visserye . 

Dit meld dat die groeiende belangatelling in die Suid

poolstreek bewys word deur al die ekapedisies wat in ver

band met die Internasionale Geofisiese Jaar 1957/58 in 

die streek is of soontoe gaan. Die moderne wetenskap 

sal heelwaarskynlik baie moontlikhede aanwys vir die vreed

same gebruik van die streak wat tot dusver onprodul~ief 

was . Terselfdertyd moet verdere ondersook ingcstel word 

na die invloed van Antarktika op klimaats- en verwante om-

st~ndighede dwarsdeur die w~reld . Enige steuring van 

die balano vun natuurlike kragte in die gebied mag onbe-

rekenbare gevolge vir die w@reld inhou. Ilet die oog 

I ... 
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'Vho Owns the Unl<nown ? 
I ROM Olm liNin I) NA II<ISS COHIH~I'O:\ODll'o'T 

I NDIA has req.Jestcd the United N.uions A~sembly 10 
consider "1bc quesuon of Amar<.11ca" :11 irs 1956 

scs\ion. h is nnt ye1 clear exaclly whJI is in Mr l'ehru's 
mind ; but ~everal tdcas about AnurCLica are already in the 
"ind. Some world fcdcrali\t ors:ani~ations are sugge~ling 
that i1 ~hould be placed under the t: 2\ 1rusreeship syMcm, 
but admini\tcrcd by the United Nat1ous itself instead of 
by a lru\lee governmem, a~ is u~ual , any profits ob1ained 
from developing its minerals or other natural resources 
should be u~ed, it is urged, to give economic assistance to 
the lc:•s developed area~ of the: world. The Olaner pro
,·idcs for direct UN admini<tration of trust territories ; this 
bas never been tried in practice, but it has been considered 
io a number of ca<e~-Jeruulem. for example. At UN 
beadquarte~ in ~ew York there i~ no reluctance to ~~ri
mcnt, but there is a fc:ding that i1 would be too ambnrous 
an experiment to try to take over a continent which, although 
Tirtually empty. is a good deal luger than Europe. 

A •omC\\•lut les~ r.ldk·al propo$al i~ tha1 the countries 
"'hich claim se.::til•n~ Clf Antarctica ~hould pllice their artas 
under trustteship without ~urrcndering thdr claim to 
wvercignty or gh-ing up their present " admini~lr.lth't" 
r«ponsibilit~s. This, howe\'« attracth·e in theor_y: is 
smpr,.cticabk. There would, prc,umably, be no peouoos 
to the United l'ation, from an uninhabited continent, and 
as thing~ s1and the: idea oC a \'i~iting Mi,5ion touring the 
bleak wa,tcs (lr Antar..:lica in 'earch ol violations of trusue
!hip agrcemenu i~ merely Judicrou\, 

A more prnctical move would be for the Assembly to go 
on record as bdic\'mg that Antarctica ~hould be u~ed only 
for peaceful purposes. There is a possibility that, as new 
weapons arc developed. nations will be tempted to conduct 
danccrous experiment.~ in 1he v~st sp~ces of the so~thc?' 
comincnt. l\ dccl~rotory rcsolutson m1ght help to masntam 
the happy mood of internatiCinll co-operation which has 
chara~:tcrlscd recent cxrcditiom. 

Antarc:tic: Cl01im<~ 

There may, however, be fome opposition to even the 
lTKI$t rcs1rained proposal. Britain and the other countries 
" hich claim sovcretgnty O\'~r r~rts of Antarctica will prob
&bly react with wme coldness. At the 1:1me time, Argentina 
and Oule, who diSpute Britain's title 10 the Falklan~ I~nds 
and Dependencies (Oillc, however,. ooly d:u~s th.e 
Dependencies), are unlikely to be Y.slhng to ~ubmst thetr 
clauns to the test of a debate in the world forum : indc:ed, 
Argentma hu always refused to refer irs dispute Y.ith 
Britain to the International Coun. 

There: has naturally been some mild speculation in Xcw 
Yon :~bout why India would appear more anx.iou~ about the 
Antarctic regions than about the Arc~ic •. The ~ric 
:111~\\C~ hO\\CVer. arc, first, that Antarctica 1~ a conunc:nt 
while the Arctic is an <lCcan subject 1o the normal law of the 
H'll. and, secondly, that the United Nsti('ru should do cne 
thing at a umc. 

Ano1hcr qucMion nf di!oputcd ~ovcr~:J:,'OI)' h.1S been rJiH'd 

I c 
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In one qf the tcchrpcal UN agencies, the Jnrcrnat:onal Ch'il 
A\iation Organ'~atlon. Who 1S cnt1tlCd lo u e outer ~pace, 
and on \\hat terms ? This is a less fanciful and mere 
important matter than it may seem at first sight for ll now 
appear~ certam that artificial satellites and perhaps other 
mechanical conlrl\anccs wdl soon travel beyond the: earth's 
atmosphere. 1 here have been reports that the fir~t 
American satellite will be pl;~ced in ou1er space nex1 year. 
Eac:b nation has complete 1101.1 exclusi\·c •ovcrc:ignty over the 
air space nbnve it~ own tcmtory; hut !here IS no imer
nasional agrecmcont as to whether this ~ovcreigmy c:xrends 
up\\ard~ beyond 1he baundary Clf 1hc air. Mr Dulles 
reccmly a'ked hi~ legal advi,cr, Mr Herman PhJc:ger, to 
study the que\tion. 

There i\ a pos~ible connection here with Pre~idcnt 
Ei•cnhowc:r'5 di\armament propo~al for aerial survey~ as a 

/'ACJJ'J(' 

OC£AN . . 
/)w • 

,,...tf!/J:~ANO 

precaution apin~t surprise attack. The Russians say they 
arc not rrcparcd 10 discuss ac:rial inspe~:tion until di!.arma
mc:m, intcrnatir>nally supcn·ised only on the ground ha$ 
bc:gun and they ha'e made no ~ret o( the fact 1hat they 
regard the Eisenhower plan as legalised espionage. The 
que1otion ba~. ho\\cver, been alked \\be1hc:r it y.ojiJ not ~oon 
be possible to achieve at least pan or the pu~c:s of lhe 
"open £kic:s " method of aerial reconnaissance by means of 
artificial ulellitc~. Thel>C contrivances will rotale on fixed 
p;~ths :u~d will be apablc: ~r taking a~d tra~mining phNo
graphs. The just Amc:ncon ~aldlltc w1U probably be 
launched on an mbil that avoids the outer ~pace above: the 
Soviet Union, but there is t~e poss1bility thar eventually 
dc.vicc:s. of 1hu kind will he \'Jolatmg the: space above other 
na1ions. An imernalional agreement (In 1he use of arti
ficial salc;IIJtc:s is a question which might usdully be taken 
up hy tbe disamumcnt urgans < f 1he United Nati(lns brfore 
the •atcllitcs are launched nther than aftei'W<lrds. 
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A 15218/96 

Al\TAUCIICA 
September ,~. 1956 

Section J 

I>JSCUSSION BETWEEN THE FOREIG~ SECIH~TAR\' ;\li\D 
l\lR. LESTER PEARSON, SEPTE:\lHER 3. 1956 

Present: 

The Foreign Secretary 
Mr. A. Nutting 

Mr. Lc~tcr Pectrson 
Mr. G. Pierce 

Sir I. Kirkpatrick Mi<>s M. Meagher 
Sir C. Steel 
Mr. l. T. M. Pink 
Mr. Ci. A. Crosslc.:y 

1~836-50 214-2 

Antarctica 
The Forei511 Secretary enquired whether 

~1 r. Pearson had any 'icws on Antan.:tic.t. 
Mr. Pear.5oll said he hoped it would be 

possible to a\oid any di,.cus ion nt the 
General Assembly of the son sug_gestecl b) 
the Indians. The Canadian position was 
simpl~ that the) hoped it would be possible 
to avoid any future scramble for possession 
of Antnrctica. 

The Foreign Secrerary smd Mr. Krbhnn 
Mc1wn thought that Antarctica might be 
used for atomic tests: this might ~hift the 
ice-cup and affect the dimatc of lndi.t. 

Mr. f'earson commented that thi' was an 
inadequate reason for discussion in the 
As:..cmbl}. 
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PREI'ORlA. 

l2 SEP 1956 

Die Permanente Verteenwoo~dicer van die 
Unie van Suid- Afr1ka by die Veren1gdc tasies, 

NJ:\\ YOH3. 

Antarlttili.a . 

Met verwysing na u diensbrief nr . ll/96 
van 8 Augustus 1956, in verband met die Indiese 
versoek om die k~essie van Antarktika op die agenda 
van die Elfde Sitting van die Algemene Vergadering 
te plaas, net die Minister te kenne gcgee dat u 
die Br1tse fvaardiging kan meedeel dat ons teen die 
1nskr1ps1e van die item oor Antarktika op die 
agenda sal stem. 

Die inister hct ook aangedui dat ons by 
elkc geleentheid moet aandrine op die Unie se 
belang 1n die Su1dpoolstreek {Sicn in hierdic verband 
B leidsoorsig nr . 84A, blaasye 1 on 2). 

G. P. JOv ·Tl:. 

SFARETAR1S VAt, EUITLLA D'->E SIU<F 

JvD/ 
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The P~~u.1.. Ut11isA.t1on ..Qf_AntarcticL 

fu>nlan~ tory Memor ndum _ 

The Antarctica , a region covering about cix million square 

miles of territory , has considerable strategic , climatic and 

geoph ·sical signlficance for the world as n t-:hole. \-11th the de

velopment of rapid communications , the areas might shortly come to 

h~ve further practical significance , to the welfare and progress of 

nations . The mineral wealth of the land mass is believed to be 

considerable and its coastal waters contain lmoortant food resources . 

The growing interest in the Antarctica is manifesting itself in 

the fact that a number of recent expeditions sent by V::lrlous nctions 

have been or are at work ln the area . These activities will be in

tensified in the course of the International Geophysical Year , com

mencing July 1957 and in the preparations preceding 1t . One t7pical 

consequence \·rill be th:ol t; the number of observation pants in this area 

t·rill be more than doubled by 1957 . 

Modern science is likely to reveal many possibilities for the 

peaceful utilisation of a region hitherto regarded as unproductive . 

At the same time the influence of the Antarctica on climatic and 

related conditions throughout th~ world, while obviously considerable , 

requires further study. Any disturbance of the equilibrium of 

natural forces in this area might lead to incalculable consequences 

of the world as a whole involving the deterioration of the con

ditions for human and other forms of animal and plant life . In vie\·; 

of these facts and bearing ln mind th size of the area, its inter

national importance and the growing 1ntereot in it, the Government of 

India consider that in order to strengthen universal peace it would 

be appropriate and timely for all nations to agree and to affirm 

th~t the area will be utilised entirely for peaceful purposes and 

for the general ~'7elfare. All nations should agree further to harmon

ise their actions to these ends and to ensure also that no activities 

in the Antarctica will adversely affect climatic and other natural 

conditions . 

. .... 
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GENERAL 
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Eleventh ccsoion 

Diatr. 
GEHERAL 

A/3llf3/Add .1 
13 September 1956 

ORIGDlAL: ENGLISH 

PROVISIONAL AGE":DA OF THE ELEVENTH REGUlAR SESSION 
OF THE GEllERAL ASSENBLY: ITE:.i PROPOSED BY INDIA 

Letter dated 12 September 1056 addressed to the Secretary-General 
by the Pem.ancnt Repre~cntative of India to the United Natiotls 

New York, 12 September 1956 

I have the hono1~ to refer to my communication No. 110/PR of 17 February 1956 
(document A/3118 of 21 February 1956) asking for the inscription of an item 

entitled "The question of Antarctica" on the agenda of the eleventh sc:Jaion of 

the General Ascembly. On ir.structions frcm the Government of India I would request 

you kindly to alter the title of the item from that otc.ted above to: 

"THE PEJ\.CEFUL UTILIZATION OF AllTA.RCTICA II • 

(Signed) Arthur S. lALL 
Permanent Rcrrenentative 

of India to the United Nations 

56-24305 

-- -......... a .... ov ~..u q; no act:lvities 

in the Antarctica will adversely affect climatlc and other natural 
conditions . 
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PERMANENTE: AFVAAROIGINO VAN OlE 

UN IE VAN SIJIO•AFRIKA NA OlE VERENIGOE VOLKERE 

PERMANENT DELEGATION OF" THE: 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

NEW YORK, N Y 

26th September, 1956. 

THE SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
PRETORIA. 

ANTARCTICA. 

Our latest information on the Indian item relating to 
Antarctica is that the Latin American group have decided that 
they will oppose inscription. On being told this by the Chairman 
of the group, Mr. Lall is reported to have indicated that he 
would adVise his government to drop the item. 

While Latin American opposition greatly increases the 
odds against inscription, it naturally remains to be seen whether 
the Indian government will change its mind . We should therefore 
continue for the time being on the assumption that the item will 
be discussed . 

~.lJ~. 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE. 

-- __ ...,.,.. ...... "-'- '.1 1;) 

ln the Antarctica wlll adversely affect climat i c and other natur a l 
condi t i ons . 

. .... 



A/3118/Add.2 
English 
Page 2 

EXPlAliA 'fORY ®t.O'RAliDln·1 

THE PEACEFUL TJTILI2ATIOU OF AifrARCTICA 

Antarctica , o r gion covering about six million oquure miles of territory, 

has coneidcrable strategic, cli~tic and geophysical cignificance for the world 

as a whole . With the development of rapid ccrumunications, the orca might shortly 

come to hove further prnctical significance to the welfare and progress of nations . 

The mineral wP.olth of the land nass is believed to be considerable and its coastal 

wuters contain i~portont food resources . 

The growing interest in Antarctica is ~anifesting itsel£ in the foe~ that a 

considerable number of recent expeditions sent by various nations have been or 

are at work in the oren . :Furthe~ore, these activities ore to be intensified in 

the course of the International Geophysical Year, conmencing July 1957 and in the 

preparottons preceding it . One typical consequence will be that the number of 

observation posts in this area will be more than doubled by 1957. 
Modern science is likely to reveal ~ny possibilities for the peaceful 

utilization of o region hitherto regarded os unproductive. At the sa~e ti~ the 

influence of Antarctica on clinatic and related conditions throughout the world, 

while obviously considerable, requires further study. Any disturbonce of the 

equilibrium of natural forces in this area might lend to incalculable consequences 

for the world as a whole involving the deterioration of the conditions for hunan 

end o~her fo~ of ani~l and plant life. In view of these facts and bearing in 

mind the size of the area, its international irrportonce on1 the growing interest 

in it, the Government of India consider that in order to strengthen universal 

peoce it would be appropriate and timely for all nations to agree and to affirm 

that the area will be utilized entirely for peaceful purposes and for the general 

welfare . All nationo should agree further to harmonize their actions to these 

ends and to ensure also thnt no activities in Antarctica wi ll adversely affect 

cli~tic ond other noturol conditions . 

The Gover~ent of Indio accordingly suggest that the General Assembly of the 

United lmtions should call upon all States to agree to and affirm the peaceful 

utilization of Antarctica for the general welfare acd in particular to agree that 

the area shall not be used in ony ~qnuer that vould create or accentuate world 

tensions, or extend to this area the influence and effects of existing tensions. 

- ___ .,.._....,.., 

ln the Antarctica will adversely affect cl1mat1c and other natural 
c ond 1t1ons . 
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GENERAL 
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Distr. 
GENERAL 

A/3118/Add.2 
17 October 1956 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA OF THE ELEVENTH REGULAR SESSIOU 
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: IT£l.1 PROPOSED BY INDIA 

THE PEACEFUL UTILIZATION OF A~~ARCTICA 

Letter doted 16 October 1956 addressed to the Secretory-General by 
the Permanent Representative of India to the United Notions 

New York, 16 October 1956 

I have the honour to refer to the provisional agenda of the eleventh regular 

session of the General Assembly (document A/3191 of 13 September 1956} and to 

enclose on explonatory n:emoracdum relating to item 59 on the agenda , "The 

peaceful utilization of Antarctica" . 

f-

56-27257 

(Si~ned} Arthur s. LALL 
Pe~nent Representative of India 

to the United Jlations 

in the Antarctica will adversely affect climati c and other natural 

condi tions . 
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two divisions i..n Poland. 

While the nwtbor of Soviet JJ.:r::.~· officer~ in Poliah ur.ifo~ i -r •• ot kno ... n, 
Gruson saye their influonco is nevertholesc cons!derablo since they h~ve do
minated tho political education of tho army vcr inco Soviet krmy ll~oh~ll 
Konstontin K. Rokoaovsky boc~~o Defense llinistor ani Chief of tho Polish 
Army in 1949 · Rokosovsky, although born in Poland, inn Soviet citizen as 
well and sorvlld in tho Soviet A:rr..y for many yoo.rs. 

Rokosovnky, whom Gruson says tolong3 to a faction in tho Polish l~ador
shi_p ·which sooko to rnointnin tho closost tios with tho Polish p:1rty lca.dor
shi p and tho Soviet Union, is 'bcli ovGd to bo in a wonkor position as a racul t 
of his faction ' s failure to hnlt or slow tho proooas of liberalizing Polish 
economic, socio.l and cultural life • 

Oruson a.dds that disclo3uros lnst ~vookond that 19 Army, Air Forco 
and Navy officoro hnd boon unjustly tried and oxocutod in 1952 ho.vo furthered 
Rokosovoky ' s political isolation. 

Cruson ~oports that Gomulka, in di~cussing tho proGcncc of Soviat troops 
in Pola.'ld tTOCOn tly, said that Soviet forces in Ens t GormMy could as oo.sily 
bo s~ppliod by o.ir or son 3=t through Polnnd. Tho Soviet Union ha3 r..Lrlnto.inod 
tho.t its roo.son for maintaining troops in Poland is to assuro tho Soviot 

. Art:ly's linos of oommunico.tion to Enst Cormany. 

u.s . INIDSTRI.AL OUTFUT, lUTIOH.AL 
INC01!E HIT RECORD LEVELS • 

'.'!ASHING'I\:m, Oct 17 - Ar.loric.::.."l industry poC~.rcd out goodo in Soptc.mbor 
that oquallod in quontity tho all-ti~o high level established in December, 
1' 55, nn.d nntiono.l incomo likowisc continuod its upw:u-d ou;rgo . 

I ' 
Tho ocaoono.lly !ldjuctod index of industria.l-Aeto.Lv1 t'y f.or_..S.~p~"1bcr, pr ... -

po.rcP, by tho Podo;rnl Ro:;or\ro P.oard, aho";od nn i.ncronso of 144 porcon t of the. 
1947-49 a.vorc.go . That oquals the J:1ocomber, 1955 rate nnd :>hows n two percent 
g~in ovor Augu~t. 

At the cnmo tioc tho O:>i:ll:lorc<J Ib?artoont -..nnouncotl tl:~t nntionnl income 
wont 1.4p' to a record yoarly rato pf $33e,700 million in tho oooond qunrtor, 
continuing tho Gtoo.dy clil:lb that st:u-,tpd in tho .Fpll of 1954 · 

TLo board notwd that tho outlook ~or OctobJr is for still woro goods 
baing turned out . :a 2a.id. at.Jol ::.ill a.ctivi ty, .\hich in Scptornbor was nc"U' 
rhtod c::spac-ity, wns ovon higho.r in early October . Auto rnonufo.cturo, due to 
cornplotion of now rnodol che.ngoovors, i~ also e:xpoctod to ndd to tho October 
lovel. 

llost of tho Sapt.:ll!lb<lr risa-, the boo.:rd r;-rl::l, 'l'l:l.S 1uo to sharp inc:=ca.::: .. 
in stool production and iron o'r'c minin0 . In othor o.ruo.s, industrial o:.chi:h.-
ry cn1 other oquipr.:ont construction oxpandod so:r.ov;h:..t while the output of 
household dura.blo goods and building materials vms maintained at hi&h levels . 

+ + + 
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INDIA EXPLAINS REQUEST 
FOR UN DEBATF. ON ANT
ARCTIC . 

UNIT.ED NATIONS, .N.Y . Oct 17- India suggests that the UN Oeneral 
}~sembly, call upon all states to agree to , and affirm the peaceful utilization 
of the Antarctic for the general ~elfare . 

The suggestion was made in an explanatory r.:emorandum on Tuesda:; , ex
plaining India 1 s proposal cf last Februar-; that the forthcoming Ceneral assee
bly tuke up 11the question of Antarctica.n 

The memorandum ,,"'uld have the l.ssembl;{ request all states "to agree' 
that the area shall not be used in. any manner that \·tould create or accentuate 
world tensions~ or exter.d to this area the influence and effecta of existing 

\.,.r. •tensions . '' 

~ ~~· India noted that the Antarctic has considerable significance fo r 
~~ \'.\: the world as a whole and amight shortly come to have further practical signi-

~..:.· W' ficancc to tho welfara and progress of nations. ·' 

t~. 
SOVIET TROOP HITHDRAWAL 
EFFORTS RELATED TO POL
ISH IlllEPE~IDENCE DRIVE • 

.. . . 

UE\IYORK, Oct 17 - - Efforts by Polish Conmnmist leaders to secure the 
withdrawal of a large number of Soviet officers in Poland's anned forces are 
part of a drive to uin increased independence from tho Soviet Union , according 
to today's lkm York Times . 

In a dispatch from \varsaw,Sydney Gruson says that such ef·forts are 
actuall.y part of a " broader struggle botl-rocn tho Soviet Union and other Conr.ru
nist coWltrics over the meaning of l1oscow's pledge of equality for all Comu
nist parties.a 

Uorcover, the Times correspondent adds, \\'ladyslaw Gomulka , who is 
supposedly to bo restored shortly to the Polish party's politburo, favors the 
evacuation of all Soviet troops from Poland. 

Gor.ru.lka is a former Coii!':'lunist Hinistor said to favor nationali3t 
policies \';ho was purged in 1949 on charge:J of Titoism. 

Gruson notes that the Soviet Union is generaJJy believed to maintain 
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EXPI.AIIA'IORY MEV.O'RAIIDUl~ 

'IHE PEACEFUL UTILIZATION OF Al.:TARCTICA 

Antarctica, a region covering about six million square miles of territory, 

has coooidcroblc strategic, climatic and geophysical significance for the ~orld 

as a whole . With the development of rapid co~unications, the area might shortly 

come to hove further practical significance to the ~elfore and progress of nations. 

The mineral wealth of the lond nass is believed to be considerftble and its coastal 

waters contain i~portnnt food resources . 

The growing interest in Antarctica is manifesting itself in the fnc~ that a 

considerable number of recent expeditions sent by various notiono hove been or 

are at work in the area . Furthermore, these activities ore to be intensified in 

the course of the International Geophysical Year, coamencing July 1957 and in the 

preparot1ons preceding it. One typical consequence ~ill Pe that the number of 

observoticn posts in this orea will be more than doubled by 1957. 
Modern science is likely to reveal mony possibilities for the peaceful 

utilization of a region hitherto regarded as unproductive . At the same time the 

influence of Antarctica on climatic and related conditions throughout the world, 

while obviously considerable, requires further study. Any disturbance of the 

equilibrium of natural forces in this area might lead to incalculable consequences 

for the world as o whole involving the deterioration of the conditions for human 

and o~her forms of animal and plant life. In vi.ew of these facts ond bearing in 

mind the size of the area , its international i~portonce and the growing interest 

in it, the Government of India consider that in order to strengthen universal 

peace it would be appropriate and timely for all nations to agree and to affirm 

that the oren will be utilized entirely for peaceful purposes end for the general 

welfare. All nations should agree further to harmonize their actions to these 

ends and to ensure also that no activiti.es in Antarctica will adversely affect 

climatic ond other natural conditions. 

The GovcrDirent of India accordingly suggest that the General Assembly of the 

United Nations ahould call upon all State& to agree to and affirm the peaceful 

utilization of Antarctica for the general welfere and in particular to agree that 

the area shall not be used in any ~Duer that would create or accentuate ~orld 

tensions, or extend to this area the influence ond effects of existing tensions. 

v-.- ..... - • 

Gomulkn is a f o rmer Co1m1urrist Hi nist ar said to f avor nationalist 
policios ~tho wns purged in 1949 on cha rges of Titoism. 

Gr uson notes that the Sovi et l:nion is generally believed to r.t'linb in 
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PROVISIONAL AGENDA OF THE ELEVENTH REGULAR SESSION 
OF THE CEllERAL ASSDU3LY: ITEl~ PROPOSED BY INDIA 

THE PEACEFUL UTILIZATION OF ANTARCTICA 

Letter doted 16 October 1956 addressed to the Secretary-General by 
the rerm3neot Representative of India to the United Nations 

Nev York, 16 October 1956 

I have the honour to refer to the provisional agenda of the eleventh regular 

session of the General Assembly (document A/3191 of 13 September 1956) and to 

enclose on explunatory n:e.a;orandum relating to item 59 on the agenda, ''The 

peaceful utilization of Antarctica" . 

56-27257 

(Sigced) Arthur s. LAlL 
Pei'lUlncnt Representative of India 

to the United Nations 

Gorr.ulkn is a former Cor:munist l.finister said to favor nationalist 
policies vtho was purged in 1949 on charges of Titoism. 

Gruson notes that the So·tiet Union is generally believed to mo.intain 
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REF· 11/96 

THE SECRF.TARY FOR F.XTF~NAL AFFAIRS 

PRF.TORIA. 

Provisional Agenda of the Eleventh 
Session; Antarctica 

With reference to my minute 11/96 of 26th Sept
emberl 1956, I now enclose a copy of document A/3118/Add . 2 
contalning an explanatory memorandum submitted by India in 
relation to their item on Antarctica. 

This memorandum is identical to the preliminary 
draft forwarded to you under cover of my minute 11/96 of 
8th August, 1956. The fact that it has now been formally 
submitted would seem to indicate tha t India has not been 
deterred by the decision of the Latin-American bloc to 
oppose inscription. 

~_gJru_, 
PERlotANF.NT REPRESENTATIVE. 

Gomu.lka is n former Coonunist Hinistor said to favor nationalist 
policies Hho was pu rged in 1949 on charges of Titoisrn. 

Gruson notes that the Soviet Union is generally believed to maintain 
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REf· ll/96 November 16, 1956 

THE SECRETARY FOR FXTERNAL AFFAIP.S 

PRETORIA. 

The Peaceful Utilization of 
Antarctica 

When the inclusion of this item was considered 

the General Commit tee, Mr. Krishna. Menon announced 

on behalf of his Government that he was withdrawing his 

proposal that this matter be discussed. He gave no 

explanations, but it is generally assumed that he realised 

there vere distinct doubts as to his securing a majority 

for inscription, particularly since the Latin American 

bloc was lined up solidly against inclusion of the item 

on the Assembly agenda. 

~.f~. 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE • 

Gor..u.lkn is a former Commwti.st l.Unister said to favor nationalist 
policies Hho was purged in 1949 on charges of Titoism. 

Gruson notes that the Soviet Union is generally believed to maint.:J.in 

-l:lorc-
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ELEVEnTH SESSION OF THE U. N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

Extract from Note of Meeting in the 
Commonwealth Relations Office on 

12th September, 1956. 

ANTARCTICA 

llR. PINK said that although the United Kingdom 
view on this item was not yet firm , discusoion of it -
would certainly be unprofitable and might become uorimo
nioua . 

MR. RIDDELL said that although the Canadian 
Government had no strong views , tney were anxious to 
avoid controversy in the United Nations as far as 
possible. They hoped it might be possible for the 
item to slide through the Geaeral Assembly with the 
minimum ~~ discussion. 

LliSS GLEESO:i-i7HITE said that the Australian 
Government at present tended to favour opposing in
scription and were taking informal soundings from their 
overseas representatives. Their feeling was that if 
inscription could not be avoided it might be possible 
to secure a cild resolution which would go through 
quickl.y. 

MR • .BURUETT said that the New Zealand Govern
ment would probably not oppose inscription and that 
their views were similar to those of Canada. 

llR . JORDA.AJi said that the South African Govern
ment woula probably wish to oppose inscription. 

MR. MURRAY said that although the Indians had 
not yet put in their memorandum they still had plenty 
of time to do so . 

Gor.n.U.ka is u former Col:l!m.mist Hinister said to favor nationalist 
policies ~mo was puz~ed in 1949 on charges of Titoism. 

Gruson notes that the Soviet Union is generally believed t<l maintain 
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Gor.nil.kn ie n former Communist lli.nister said to fnvor nationalist 
policios who was purged in 1'149 on charges of Titoiem. 

Gruson notes that tho Soviet Union is gonornlly believed to maintain 
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''OPPOl>iTEt.Y, LliQUAI!t, LONO:>N,M 

AlRI.lAIL 

C.C.T.A . 

llofoNnu p • S •} 112/6 

OfFICE OF THE HIClH COMMiiSIO,.lR lOR TH& 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

r ... ,.~ . ... SQuare. 
LONDON. W C.2.. 

15th June , 1959. 

I forward for consideration 
6 copies of each of the following papers: 

( 1) 

( 2) 

( 3) 

(4) 

(5) 

and for 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

Jocunent L(59)86 dated 1st June , 1959 
(Facilities for necbers of C. S. A. ) 

note 2/30 dated 10th Junet 1959 
(14th Session of C.C . T. A. J 

Note 4/70 dated 10th June, 1959 
(14th Session of C. C.T . A. and 1st Annual 

~eating of F. A.8 .A. ) 

Note 2/240 dated 10th June, 
(14th Session of C. C. T. A.) 

1959 

note 4/150 dated 11th June, 
(14th Session of C. C. T. A.) 

1959 

in~orrnation, 6 copies of: 

Document L(59)99 dated 9th June, 1959 
(The uelea in Tanganyika) 

note 4/110 dated 10th June, 1959 
(14th Session of C. C.T .A. ) 

Note 3/170 dated 10th June, 1959 
(14th Session of C. C. T.A.) 

llotc 3/100 dated 12th June, 1959 
(Visit to est Africa of Ur . K. C. Doctor, 
Statistician of I . L. O. ) 

Note 1/293 dated 12th June , 1959 
(Study Tour of Specialists responsible 
in the field of community development 

UN/CCTA) . 

P.H.J.J. van VUUREN. 

Minister. 
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15th June, 1959 . 

THE S~CRETJ~Y FOR EXTERNAL AFPAiiS 

C. C. T. A. 

I forward for consideration 
6 copies of each of the following papers: 

( 1) Document 1(59)86 dated 1st June, 1959 
(Facilities for Members of C. S. A. ) I I 

( 2) Note 2/30 dated 10th June) 1959 
I 

(14th Seoeion of C. C. T. A. ' It I \f'L , I 
(3) Note 4/70 dated 10th June . 1959 

(14th Session of C. C.T. A. and 1ot Annual I 
Ueeting of F.A.M. A. ) 

f· ( 
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( ~~) Note 2/240 dated 10th June , 
(14th Session of C. C. T. A. ) 

1959 ·~ ·1 ~ f ~ I\! t I 1/ /r. 
(5) Note 4/150 dated 11th June, 

(14th Session of C. C.T . A. ) 
1959 t ~ f It' I ;~ I 

and for information, 6 copies of: 

{6) ~ocument 1(59)99 d ted 9th 
(rhe ~uelea in Tanganyika) 

June, 1959 I I /) 
(7) !Iote 4/110 dated 10th June, 1959 I 

) /.~1 (14th se~ .... ion of C.C.T. ~..) 
\ 

(e) Iote ;,1170 dated 10th June, 1959 
I I r·~ (14th Session of C.C.T.A. ) 

(9) Note 3/100 dated 12th June , 1959 I 
(Visit to est Africa of ~. K. C. Doctor, 

I I Statistici~n of I . L. O. ) 

( 10) Rotc 1/293 d t~d 12th June, 1959 
I I I (Study Tour of Speciali~to rea oneible 

in the field of community development 
UN/CC:rA) . 


