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(.J-1111 PLA ~S \IRHl:l.D 
I'\ A '\'T ARCTIC \ 

Ml'\ISTFR·c; ~THE\1 [ '\T 

f o't •l f •'' P.r,ro' ' 
BlJF~OS ,\IRrS. I ~n. ~7 

Ch'le h3.• threatened to i-und an n rli:ld 
o:i D~t :in hbnd in the Fall.land 1'1Jnd• 
r>e~ndcnac, ntong-idc the nc" <.:h1lcan 
naval Antarctic lllSC at Pendulum RJ-. the 
C$t3bhshmcnl or "h1ch wns annnun.:ed n 
"~"ago "hen the Brit1,h C'ltarg~ d'Atln1rcs, 
Mr. J. llan\.c). prorc--t d to 1he Chilean 
Cio,cmm.:nt. S:.,or rob :a<; RJrro,. Chilean 
ncrmcc \1 1nistcr. '-lid in S.1ntia~o on I riday 
that Chile might c-rahh'h nn air •rnt1on on 
O,:cc111ion hl.Jnd 10 be u•~d 11< a plJcc or 
c.111 for nr:craft H)1n1t to the South Pole. 
lie added th.u the air <t.1tion mi!!hl tic 1hc 
l>c111nn1n11 of a new Soinh Pol.tr route. 

Rrt1 un nude <rrong repr.,~n1.111<>nS in 
Occcmhcr. l'l~J. when \rgen1inJ rhrcotcned 
10 e-rahlhh .in air t>a~c on Dundee i-land in 
Rrlmh Ant.uwca and 1he Ar!lcnunc 
(invcrnmcn1 ,uh•~qucnily denied c.11c~onc
allv .1nv <uch 1n1cn11on. A Ch1kan airh~ld 
00· Dcccpllon hland, "hich i- c>nc of the I 
m11s1 acccs•iolc place~ in ,\ntMct1ca, would 
t>c c•cn mmc f'rnvocat1vc. • -
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ICE-FREE ANTARCTIC 
MOU:vTAINS 

I:XPLORATIO"l THIS 
YI:.AR 

f RO\I Ol R 0\\ 'I CORRFSl'O:"Df :'>T 

.\ll:LBOUR~E. ~IARCH 23 
The Au~tralian Ant.1rc11c c'\pcJ1t1on'~ 

C\plorauon 'hip Kt,ta Dan. l.~39 ton,, 
rc:ichcd \1clbournc 10-da). a her a round 
tnr of l~ .!iOO miJc,, wtlh a party o( 
sctenti~ts under ~Ir. Robert Dovcrs \I.ho 
had completed a )ear',; tour al the 
Maw~n '1a11on. the ncar~t permanent 
pla..:e of h;ib11atton to the South Pole. 

Mr, Ca-cy, the \t1nister for External 
Albin, ,.clcom~J the men and congratulated 
their leader on hi> 31' ard of 1he Potir Mttlal. 
Mr. Phshr t.a'" d11c.1or of rho ,\n1arc11.: 
D1Y1'10n, who had t>.:.:o on board the Ki~t.l 
DJn s111cc ,he kfl Mclhouroc on January 7 
for /\.la\\<on, •31d 3 further c•pedirion rhi~ 
>car would con,cntratc on cxplonnit the 
moun1a1n rnngc discovered by Mr. Omcrs 
150 nuk' lrom J\18'"0" whu;h 11 ·•· ro .i 
height of 10,0JOh. Mr. Casey has ~id rhc 
range i• largdy free or ice and oiler• l'O"I· 
b1hhe' for mineral pro,pecring. 

I rom 11.:.ird hi.ind, the Ki''" D.in .aikd 
300 rn11..,,, along 1hc malnl~nd coast, allo"lnl 
Mr. l.a .. to mal..c hncr C:.'\~d111on> uhorc:. 
Hr• hr>l foray wa< into the ice-free \"e,lfold 
I hll,, where tmre nrc unfroun lnl..cs; the 
sccoaJ, mlo the Larscmann Hill\, wa~ 
qukl..l,Y rendered abortl'c t>y brcakini; ice; 
the third was on La"'1on 1!.land, 10 the Prydz 
lily area. 
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.. 
~ECRET 

I ' ' 

Sir, 

FOREIGN OFFICE , 

IJ.)NLON, a.w. 1. 

Morch, 1955. 

The /\gent f'or tho Government of the un>ted Kir>c:dom 

to the Registrnr of' the Inter~ational Court of 

Justice nt The Hogue 

I have the honour to refer to t.rticle 40( l) of the Statute 

of the Internntionnl Court of Justice ond hrticle 32(2) of jh~ 

R~lcs of Court ond , by direction of Her Mojesty'L Principal 

Secret8ry- of' State for Foreign /,ffoirs , to submit on Applicnt1 on 

instituting proceedings in the name of the TJni ted Kingdcm of 

Great Britnin 8nd Northern Irelond og~inst the Rep~blic of 

t.rgontinn in the following case : - ( 1) 

2. Differences hc~e existed between the Governments of the 

Uni t1;d Kingdom and of the Rep·.iblic of Argentina for a number of 

yeers concerning pr~tensions odvnnced by the Republic )n 1925, 

end at vnrious dotes thcrcoft~r, to the sovereignty of oert~in 

~ntorctic ond sub~.ntnrctic territories which b~lon& to the 

United Kingdom under prior , lone stonJing, ~rnd well e stublished 

lt..gol titles . The terri torics in dis-,ute 1:et\:0en the two 

countrieB form port of t.he Fnlklnnd Islands Depende!'lcies 

uonsisting of olroody existing British possessions , which 

(f'ollo~1116 on a long series or analogous dnactments - see 

parogrnph 13 below) were proclaimed os sur:h and formal 1y ploced 

under tho odministr:ltion of the Government of the Colony of' ti1e 

J:<'alklond Islands by Royal Letters Potent of July 21, 1908 . 

/Tt.ese 

(1) It results from tho present <lpplicotion tha t the United 
Kingdom Gove1'nmcnt accepts the jurisdiction of the Court in 
respect o~ the questions hereby submit.tea to it, ond in 
particular thot of tho title to sovereignty over the islands 
and lands of the Folklond Islands Dependencies . The present 
ttppli cation does not constitute a submission to the jurisdic
tion of the Court in any other respect es regards the title 
to sovereignty over on.v territory outside the Dependencies . 



These lett9rs Patent, tho full text ot' which iG sot out :i.n 

Ann~x 1 (N~ . ;) to the pr~sont ~pplication , specified cs the 

prj.:~1pal torri toriee 1nclu1ed ,.11 <1-:hin tho Depondone1es th<> 

torr! to1·iE;s known cs '3outh Georgia , ~l.o South f) rkne~·o, th') 

South Ghctland-:; and the Sand Hi ch I slonds, on~ the to::-ri to!'y 

cis CJata La nd . 
The~c were also other tor~1co1ics sue~ 

'fur ther Lettors Paten~ of Horch 28
1 

1917, 

(Annex .J. , No, 2) , \'ter~ issued f0r the purpose uf c-lnrtf'y.!.ne 

ti•e ":XtOdt of' the /,ntO!'C a~ rnninlnnd to..;ethor \•,"i. th 1~8 CUO·-kl 

cn•r hipe.!.ugos whic.h were compriscn within the dcsi~n'.ltior, 

"t ,rritory 0f Groh•11n r.~nd" t.sod in ~ho earlier Le.;t ... rs Pt.t.cnli. 

Under tho supple::ment['l Letters Pot~nt of' 1917 , tho r•epen.lenc .. os 

we r e fi nal:~ defined t0 jncludt -

''oll islands and terrj tories \"/h:ltsocver between tl.e 20~h 
degree ::>f i'es.; longitt•de nnd ~he 5Uth degree of Wt?st 
longl t.ude. \•1 .ich are si tU!lted so•1th of' the 50tn I-Ore. 11~ J. 
of Seu th lot.:. trde; n1,d ell islcnds nll'1 tc:.•ritori")s 
.tJ!,nti::o~v~rr he·~wcen tho 5'. t:1 cegr ec Woi;t J:nc;-1t·1C:o nnd 
the 9Ct.':l dec;ree nf \Vost ".Jons: t~~e v;h1c~1 are s1 tunted 
so'J.tn of +;he 58th pnr "lllel of' South fot:!.tude. " 

VJtter3 Pute'1t o.f 190~ ond 1917 , ;·:ti ~t l:fld 1.,1
0 

tJ131n Dri ti oh 

poat:ossiom:, hove f'o r :?U:zy ~ fl'1r'3 been used and r .. 'iminis.:ere"' 1:.y 

the Foll:l:rnu Iel:rndA Government e.i'f'uctj·.,u~y , openly .. ma , ur.tii 

moder:; tir.1uu , w1. thout any oh:jec ti.on ~rc'Tl th\,; Rept1blic of' J\rgt:ntino) 

\';nich foct.s a .. --o C"l!";lusive:y show'1 in por:?g1•nphs 16 to 25 1::-ilo\; . {2) 

3 . Notwi thctona.:..10 thu Uni tea Kiogdcm' s opor. oseumpt:..on , :rnd 

long sto,1ding n;;d peoccf'ul t:xe.rc.i.sc. of sovero~.g.1ty over the 

terrH01·:es co:lCorred, and .,he cJeor ':Ind precise dollrni 4;etio"l or' 

the Folklond Islnnds Den..:rdAnc; es in ~he 'lbovc.-ment10~1ed Lot terd 

Potent , the Govurnment or the R~public of Argentina fo~rrulated 

p~etensions ~n 1~25 •o the South Orkneys , in 1927 to South Georgia 

os well os to tho S.outh <' rkneys, end irJ or ubout 1937 to oll the 

terri tori us o.r the Falkland Islands DC'penacnciee . 
S.:ibscquontly , 

/the Republic 

(2) It wi ll be understood that although for reason of convenience 
the te r ri tori cs to which the pr·esent '~PPlicu. tion re le tee were 
constituted Dependencies of the Fnlklond IsLands for odrninistrative 
purposes , tho Bri tish title to them is n scpar ato ond i ndependent 
one , which in no woy derives from or depends on the title te,, the 
Fr1~1q~~ T~1p~~~ t~nm~q1~~ft 



the Republi~ of Argontina , in o notice of claim deposited on 

Deco,ion Leland (South Shetlands) in January, 1942, and 1.1 o Note 

oddreE>eed to the Uni tea Kingdom Government on .l''ebruary 15, .L343, 

de11rcd ~er pretensions ln the nr~c soutL of lotitude 60° South 

os coverina 0:1 /1ntorctic lor_ds nna dcpetidencies be tween 

longitudes 2;') ond 68° 341 West . This Wost on~y limit rms later 

extenued by n de.! ... •eo of Sep..:e.aber 2 , 1946 , +:o longitude 74° Wf'Jt. 

Thus , thf.. pret~nsions whlca .\rgentina l'!ls from ti'llO to timo 

formu:ateci to territories l.n the Fn:klorid Islunda De~erdvncies 

apperir to Cv\fer South Geor gia aP'1 the South SunCJwlnh I3londs as 

•·1e11 ns the islnna3 end londs eitur-ited betwcon ~5v and .-:;e0 )4 ' 

'.Vest and South of latitude 60° South,. 

4 . South of lntivuu-e 60° 3outh , th~ \'.'estern 11m1t o~ t~rgentino ' e 

pretensioni:- , oe gtve11 in the above mt::ntioned dcr::ree of Se1,temb..:r 2 , 
0 1946 , is ~ongitude 74 We~t; where~o the ~estcrn l1nd• 01 tho 

Ftil.k..:..ond J s ... onlis Dep';r,rlenc..ies is 6° :t'urthar to the wost ot 

The Unjted Kir.gdom' s claims in t~0 prase~t, 

r.pp.i.icc. tior. do net , theruf'ore , re~ote to t·~e n:•eafl of tr.e 

~u~klcPd I~lnnds Do~endenoies be~ween longitudes 74° ond 80° West, 

whicl. l::.c outsld.: t?'lE" ue~1.;rUl limits of :,T'gentim ' s pre'!.'Jt1cioru. 

Sim::.la.rly, ':h<! eostern limit of· ,\.rge.1t1,1n 1 s preter1Hions, of" 

stattJd 111 k!'gcr1tino ' a obc·:e- rnt...PtioPeu notice o!' claim, nnd 

diplc:n"ltic Note; of Feb':"u~ry 15 , 1943 , is longj t 11de ?5° Wost, 

·11be1·Pas ttc O!lSt:?rn :!i:nit of ~he F~lklond tslond Depende::-Jc~ P.b 

is 5 cieg:>ees fu1·~hor to th.3 E~1ct ot l<'ngHudc 20° Wect . The 

:Jnt ~ea King.Clam' a complo~ nt in :he present kpplicot101, uonc n'"'t, 

t11erefore r elate to the ..ireos of tho Fr.llt·lond Islnnds Dependencies 

between 25° r.nd 20° W€.st, which lie outside th'3 deci.a .. •ea Umi ts 

of ,,rgentina ' s prE.tensions . It follows thc.t the United Klnt;dom' s 

complaint in the pres~nt hppiicntion rolotcs +.o the pretensions 

of Arguntina to the soverei::;nty c,f the islands ond lon~s of tne 

Pulklond I a lands T'epenaeni.::1es whic~1 lie bet we on longitudes 250 

and 68° 3ll ' ilest and to tho southwnrds o1' lo ti tuae 60° South. 

A mop depicting the territories to which the United Kingdom' s 

claims in the present t.pplication relate is attached as lnnex 2. 

/ ',.. '· .. ,.u ., -



"s this mop shows , tho principal ter1•1tor1es in dispute betv1oon the 

Unite9 Kinguom and t.rgentino in the p~esent coso ure the South 
1 

Sandwich Islands, South Goorgio, tho South Orkneys , South Sl1etlllnds, 

and Grahnm L'.1nd together with 1t s coastol orch:I pc logos . There is 

clso Couts Lond, to Voksol B3y in v1~!ch the .. rf nti:.ie Government 

hos , during the lnst !:cw ;vooka, sent on expedi t!on. 

5. Thi:? ma in facts relative to the Uni tcd Kingdom' s ti Ues to th1 .. 

sovereignty of' the Fnlklonii Isl:lnds Dependencies and thu terri to:-i ea 

comprised in it, and to tho v1ol~tion o~ her sovereignty by the 

Republic of t.rgentin::i nr e set out in poro5rophs 6- .33 bt::lowo ( ?) 

Tl1J United ~\ingdom Govt;rnment conaidcrs t~ot the :~1cts s~'lted in 

the present Appl~cation suff,Je to establish co~cius~velv both 

the UnitP-G Kingdom' s t1.tJ.e to soverei gnt y and the violc.t:lon of that 

sovereignty by the Republic of hrgGntino . The United K!ngd·)m 

Govcrnmcut 1·userves the rieht, however, to amplify in i ~s pleadings 

i~z o.xpoci tion of tt.e rolovont focts n!'ld to furnish f'urther pr oof 

of both these mottcrs . 

Oripins of the British Titles • Historic ~iscoveries 

.Qm'.!_J.cts of /;nnoxntion hy Brit ish Nntlonols iu the' 

Period 167}- 18h3 

6 . The British title to the territories concerned goes bock to 

o numb'Jr o'f: c1nteo ·rorying from , ot lo test, 177!5, to ie43 . The 

first <liscove1·y o"f Pny 01' the i slands or lando of tre Folkloud 

Islands Dopenrlencies mcy well have been thr.t or South Georgia in 

1675 by the British m•Jrchont Anthony de 1!1 i~che . This e$r oup of 

lslonds was re-discoverPd in 1775 by the ~rent English nnvigntor 

Coptn~.n Jnmeo Cool~ , R.N. Or .rsnual':t 17 of that year l,e londE-d ot 

throe pleces on the island, took possession of it foriIDlly in the 

r-'3mc of King Geol'go III ond caJ.lcd 1 t Sout'h Georg1n in :1onour of 

the King. 
/7o 

(3) The description of t~e original or the British titles ond of 
their subsequent consolidation by occupation user odministroti1.>n ond 
other moons oppr opri oto to the cir cumstances of' thb ter~itorios, 
as contained in pn r egr ::iphe 6- 25 end 30- 31 here of rn·e 8Ubstor.tially 
i dentical with the corresponding passages in the lpplirotion whlch 
the Uni t ed Kingdom Gov~rnment is making concurrently with the 
present one , comploining of violotions of it s sover e i gnty over the 
~omc area , on the po~t of the Republic of Chile . 



v . Capt ain Cook also discovered the South Sandwich Islands in 1775. 

Soi ling uaatwar ds i'rom South Georgio , he sighted first o sr.-.all g r oup 

or 1s1[.nds ~hich he called the Olerke Rocks aft er the name of his 

lieutenant ond then , on J onuory 31, a lort;er group which he called 

tho S:::indwich Land after the Firs·i; Lord of the British Admiralty of' 

that date . 

8 . The South Shetlu:Jd rs::.onds wer e discovered by the English sec 

cnptoin \'Vi llinm Smith on February 18 , 1819. Revisiting tho 1slnnds 

in October of the some year , he landed , planted the British f'lcg end 

formally took posoessi on of' the group in the name of KirJg George III, 

col ling it New South Brito in - ( ti1ie wos o.ttorwn:•dt chnr.ged to South 

Shetlands , nnmed ofter the Shetland Islands north of Scot1Jn6 . ) 

t. few months lote-r Edword Br Tr1sfi eld , R. N., ocoompooiea by W111 ... om 

Smith , procC'eded ogoin to the islnnds and modd n Sul"l.·ey of the whole 

gr oup . On Jonuory 16 , 1820 , he landed on the largest i sbnd (King 

George IslDnd) in the centre of the group and took poss<::1:Jsio:1 formolly 

in the nome of King George IV. bfte.:- o voyage south- v.-estwurt:c 

between the Sout!1 Shctlcnds and Gr aham Land , to which further 

rcfaronco is mnde in par[lsroph 9 below , he returned t0 t.he Sol:!.th 

Shetland Isll'lnds . On Febr uary 4 he lend~d on the most easter ly 

islcnd of tho group , tr.king possession fo r mally in the King ' s noma 

and calling tho isl~nd Clarence Island i n honour of the Duke of 

Clarence , tho brother of tl.e Ki ng. 

9 . The South Orkney :s10,1ds (nomAd after another Scottish group) 

\/er e disccverad by the British se11ling cnptoin Goorgo Powell on 

Decef!li:>Or 6 , 1821. u n tho following day ho landed on th..., largest of 

the islands , took possession of it forwnlly in the name of King 

'eo~go IV and called it Corono~ion lsland in honour of the King's 

Coronation. 

1D . Grnhom Land , the northern extremity of tho Antarctic contin""lnt, 

;ms first uiocovcrcd on Jonuory 30 , 1820 , by E. Bransfield , R . I~., 

in the course of the voyage or explorotio n nouth- \·.estwnrds frorn tho 

South Shet l[!nds which nos mentioned in pnrogroph 8 nbovc.. Ho 

s i ght ed , in hozy weather , the outline of ports of the A ntnrcti~ 

!"113inlond and one or two coostol islands . He named the Jond Trinity 

Lc.nd in compliment to the Boord of Trinity •rouse {the Br1 ti ch 

/1n,t1 t ition 



institution responsiblo ~or pilotoce und rnnritime lights), and two of 

the copstal 1slunds, Hope Islnnd and Tower Iolond, rcspect!roJy. He also 

trace1l the outline of: the hr.terctic rooinlond 01:j coastal ismms, as !1e 

had Geen them, on the chart which he drew of the So~th SLe:lands 

and forwarded to the Bri tia!l Adrr.i1•alty . Soon ~fter~ards, further 

sightings of the Antarctic peninsula or its cor.atal islands were 

reported by British and American sealers, by t :ie Russian navig11tor 

Admirol Bell:..ngha~scn, and by the French navicp tor Co9tain D 1 Urv~.lla, 

but tne :first r.:ightine was that of E. Bransfield, R.N. In 1829, 

Captain H. Jloster R. N. in H. M. s . Chanticleer effected e landing 

on one of the cona"tol islands, "!-ioseason Isle.::-1d off West 

Graham Lan~, ond d.:~poai ·v_ i thore u copp:1r cyHnder in 7'!1inh 

wus u document tt.king possession in the name 01 t.: .:.ng C.~..:rge IV. 

On On Februory 21 , 1832, the rlritish sealing ca p<;ain, .,ohn Biscoe r 

lcnded on an islcnd of tne ralmer Archipelago, bel~eving it to be 

part c:f the moinland , ttnd took possession formnll~r in the .1ame of' 

King William II/ 1 cnlling the territory Graham Land , by wnj ch name 

the P"ninsula ~s krio·:m today, in honour of Sir .James Graham, the:? 

First Lord of the British Admiralty. On Januo1y 6 , 1343 , CaptRin 

J , C, Ross R. N. , commanding Ho M. s. Erebus and H. M. s. Terror, 

penetrutod in~o a eulf on the east~rn side of' the p0ninsulc and 

landed on a coastol island . He named the gulf Ererus und Terror 

Gulf' and the island .Jomes Ross Island and 't,OOk possesssion of the 

islr:nd toeothc r \7j tn its "contiguous land&" fo:i the Eritish Crown. 

11 . The first discover .LCS of' South Georgia, the So,1th Sandwich 

Islands, the South Orkncys, the ~outh SI.etlands, and Graham Land 

\/ere tr.us all CTl.'.lde by British nationals - & fact .reflected in the 

names g iven to these territories by Which they have beP.n known , 

end hove ficured in maps and charts ! ever since. 'l'ne same a~plies 

to c:u-::6 Lane: , as to v1hich see paragraph 11.i below. Sor.ie 

dis~ovories of' particular parts of these ~rincipol gro~ps of 

territory wero mode by explorers o~ seamen of' other nationalit~es~ 

but the initiul uiscoveries of all five princi~l groups were 

British. Furthermore , during this eurly period in Antarctic 

/history 



history from 1678 to 1843, acts of annexation were perforoed in 

the name of the British Crcwn at places ashore within all the 

Principal eroups except the South Sandwich IslandG, where, frel'luently 11 

the local conditions render la!!ding impossibleo 
0!1 the othf'r hand, 

during t his peri cd no acts of annexation we:e performed ln ar,y 

of the territcrios concerced on behalf or cny other S~atcw 

12. The facto stnted in paragraphs b to 11 abo,•e show that fror.1 

very early dates varying betv.een 1775 and 1843
11 

<Treu t Bri ta11: 

possessed , on tho basis of discovery , accompanic~ by a formal clal~ 

in the name of the British Crowr., an orit;inal roe~ of .,. Hl~ t 'J al"'!. 

the territo~ies concerned . 

Display of British SovGreienty in ~I in R~~ord 

to the Falkland Islands Depend~ncies in th~ 

Period 1843 to July 21 , 1908 

13. ~n pursuancG of a Brit:~h Act of Parliament pas~ed in chc ~amc 

yeur (6 Victorh , Chapter 13 - Br iti sh and :B'oreign State Papere , 

Volume 31 , PAge 1211) , 'Royal Letters Patent were iss1ied on June 23, 

1843 , making provision for the government of the 11.::>ot:.lements in the 

PelltL .. nd Iclands and their Dependencies" , (AT"nex 1 ~ereto , :rroo 

Suppl~montal Let terG rutent were issued on Apr51 28 , 1876, mPking 

fur tt.cr provi.Jion for the ! overrunent of ~he "Settlements in the 

F'ulklunj Islunds and their Depend~ncies". On February 25 , 1 89~ , 

7\ 
..) J. 

the statt:s cf the Falkland Iolonds was changed from that of a B:.•it.ish 

settlement to that of a Colony, and fresh Letters Patent were 

~ccordingly 1ssu'9d converting the Government of the ''Settlements !.n 

t.te F'alkland Islands and their Dependencies" intc the Government of 

a Crown Colony (3r i ti sh anf. Foi•tign Sta i;e Pupers , Volume 84 , 

;xigc 262). Similarly, the Co:nmission i ssued to the new Governo1• 

in No·1ernber , 1847 , (Annex 1 hereto , No. 4) , and the ten succeed i ng 

Corrmissions to Gove r nors issued betwPen thot du te and 1 908 , w1: r e in 

the form of an appoi ntment cover ing 11 the Falkland I ~lundo and ~heir 

/Dependencies." 



!,,ependenc i e a" . Again namerous laws passed by th~ £alklon1 

Islands Goverrunent durln3 th ... ~flriod 1843 - Jul;:i 21 • 1908 ''lr--re 

m~de fc1r "the 1''alkland Islrnds an1 th~ir Dcpendencie::". 4 · 

The partict•lar t erritories comprised in ti·~ "Det)Fndencles of' the 

Falkland Is1.anda" were no~ named in tho varitJt:..s ~P.+ters Pt1',c.-:.t , 

Gov"3r'1.or 1 s C 'Hr.niso~.ons and laws of •he 1'nlklcnd !a.Lunde Go·.ror.1Inenta 

The 0olon\ol Offic~ Year Bock , however, beg~n in 1&87 ~o ape~ify 

S~utt Georg~o er 0nc ~f the Dependdn~ies. Ther1: had b :-er. 

comr~rati•.ely little whaling and similar sctiv~.ty in ·.ht Ante!'ctic 

in the m!.dtile cf' ti:e id n_i~eenth -:;er.tu.r~· but 1·1 urr. 18512 om·.dr11::. 

whaling , sealing And :..cjeni.if}c. expJ.orgtion beett14 to revi·rn. 

This re.1ewe 1 ecti .. i ty calle.l :for a corr es pondi.16 f' xerr-i::;e of !.Jtet~ 

author:!.ty in the Artarctic ar.d l~d Yery soon to spe~J.·tl ':>1°ovir,ion 

~aing ml!ie oy J.reat brita1.n for tl'le gove,.,nn1ent uf the fi·:e rrlncipc 

ternto:o! ec:. OF< T,apo11cenci.ee cf ~he Palklo?ld :1:olaridJ and .,o t.hefr 

forl'Ilb1 constitution as tee :t<'alklend IE"loucs D<.;peu~e,1c:it;S~ 

~4~ 1ne ~ntar~tic revi~al in che u r ea ~o~ ln Jiapute begun with 

-;n~ voyD.&f'I 01· four Scot-::ish 1eS3l l.3 .tn 1C9~ to the eastArri s.i.da 

0f Greh1·m Lord f nli :,.Je v.~~d ·J..l t>ea for whali:)g ond sea~"'..~. 1n 

tllie Pf me yedr· a iforv.egian r1hn:5 r:.g .n.1:1e11 tir.n \'Vh~.ch went to t hf' 

1·1~ ,11ell SPa. <'alled at t.1-\e i;)0uth vr'-<neys nnd J
1t'.1·ther I\orwogian 

expP.Jit i ct1ti i: • ~ 8?.3 ond 1894 v i s~ ted ~l.e South Shetlur.ds et1.~ 

'"'raham Lnnd. ·tn 1f'>';'7 011d 1901 M3pectlve:.f Belgian 3n~ :->wulish 

scier.tirio ~xpedit1cns wcnc ro the 3outh ~h~tlands - Gruhnm Land 

a .r"'o a.nu 111 19C2 they wi:re f{'llow~j by a Scottisu S<.'ien-.~f'ic 

exped1t~on ui.'ie~ Dr. Vi. <:" . Fruce iu the- s.s. Scotit. , Dr. B1•ucc 

/est 'lb 1 is he d 
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estru.tished a meteorological station at Laurie Island j~ the 

South Orkneys in 1903 , t.h-e working of v:hich wa::. ent:'usted 'tO the 

'~rgent :i..ne meteorological off'i~e in th9 foll~wing year. He spent 

the Antarctic winter of 1903 at L~urie Island and in 19ai, arter 

revisiting ~auric Island to land the Argentine meterrologists, 

he PE>netrl.'lted deep into the Wed1ell Sea , d1scovering Cotttr Lang, 

(named ofte':" a Scottish supporter of the expedition) •-hich is n.-w 

the eastern frontier or the F~lkland Islonda Doprndenciee oa the 

Antarctic contiuent. 

1 5. In 1904 thJ ll0rweaian wh9lir.ig exi:;9r·11, Csl:Jtc.ln L.:.1r..;en, 

formeu a company in Buenos Aires, the Companja Argent1~n de Pesca, 

for the purpose rf wh~ling i~ the Antarctic and esta~lished 3 

shore wtaling otation at South G~orgie . I~ 1905, a Chileen 

company , the South Georgia Exploration company , finar:~ed by British 

subjects in Coile~ ~as granted a mining and grazing lease of 

South Georgia by the Governor of the Falkland ~sland& and proceeded 

there, onl~ to find Captain Larsen's Companio Argentina ne Pe~ca 

ulrfady in occupation of the best site for a bas~. Meun-.:hile , tbe 

C:.ptain Md applied through the British Legotion i "1 Buenos Ai.re'3 to tf.ll 
British Governucnt in Lond()n for a whaling licE>nce for South 
Go<'rgia . Tho British Govornmo1.t, l1:3nrnir..,g thut an0~ht:3r lict nee 

had provioucly ceon gruntc:..·d by tho Oovcr:ior I dospntc:-.cd }{. 1'. s. 

S~ptho to South Georgia to investigute tho situation on t:tio spot. 

The result \'.as that a v.haling li-::ence 1,·as granted by the Governor 

to the Argentine company, end the Chile::.n company then abaudoned 

its project. In the same year , 1905, Nor.vegian whoJers visited 

South Oeor.:;ia a:id the >Jou th Shetlands, tal.ing Vii ~h tl'?.em the first 

~hale-f~ctcry ahip employed in the Antar~~ic. In cc~mexion with 

this enter prise, the Norwegi~n Governmen~ add r essed a"l in iuiry 

to the British Government concerni.-ig the svvereignty of 

territories in tne ·.:irea betv.een :ongitude 35° and 80° West ond 

latitudes 45° and 65° South, i . e . in the area covering South 

Georgia , the South Shetlands, the Seu th Orkneys and the northern 
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oart of Graham Ldnd. The British Government r~plie~ tnot the 

Soutb/ShetlandA were not internationnl out wPre Britieh 

posses11ons ac were also Sc~th Georgia, the Scuth Orkneys ond 

Graham Lund (the South Sandwich Islands lie ouuside the a~ea of 

the Norwegian lnquiry) and that Nor·Regictr. whDlt::rs should ~pply 

to tha Governor of the Falkland .Lslullda for any fac1·~i'l.1ef.. that 

they might nt1A1. 

~~ . In view of these deve1Jpmente 9 th~ Falkland Islonds Cove~nment 

t-roru:ieo.ted o whel~.ng 0rdinar • .::e .:..n 1<W6 t0rdinu:1c.:c N.-. 3 of 190~) 

by wh.:..ch the takj ng of whale8 v1i thout • iC<'l1:)C vms mad:) un:i.a"1fu~. , 

ana a roy9lty wa'J r.IAcJe payable ir. resvect of each v·hole caught 

under lic~rce from th~t Gnvernner.t. It w·rn further co.1sj de.·ed 

decirable, in vi~w cf t~e jncre~sing imf~~tnrce of tne five 

principal t1.;r!"i -;o .. ·ies '1 > w:1alj ng and sealing bo >es, to 1nake 3recif1c 

p1•ovis.:..on for t!'l ir goverllll1('.1t and t:> put en a mora r~rm.:il baris 

the lcgu~ f~wers ?f th~ Falkl~nd 1s~Jn~s GovPrnmcnt wjth "eg~rd to 

t he .. 1. .4c1;0rdingly, on Jt:.ly 21, 1~08, as r.Jcited i!l po~agrapr. 2 

nhove, ~outh &eor~1e, the Sout~ 0rk~~y~, the S~uth 8hetlcnd8, the 

Rardwich :siond~ and the ter"itory ~f Gre~a~ L: nd wer: o~ Royal 

I·etters !'vtent. ~'orm.:i ... Ly col'!s~i ·i uted l)ependenries o-:: thP. Gvlory :yf' 

the ~'u1-klr:id Islar.ds and plac<3d t.'1.df.r its governme"'lt. Under these 

Let~ers Pn-;ent (.;nne: 1 ter~t0, NC'. 1) it ••us provided thot 

(o) the uovcrnor J~ tt9 Colory ah~uld te the Governor 

Alr.o of the Depen~enc1es aL~ be inveHted with ~he sc~e 

powers of government e-:J lee,1sl!:1·10:1 in respect rf them 

at. :.~ ~houl~ from t:!m£- to ~ ·::ne pQssess in the Colony; 

(b) the l';xecut.;.ve Council c-f' the coi.ony ohvuld act also as 

the Executive Council of the Dependencies; 

(c) ;;~e Gove.rnor should have, anG be deemed always to have rad, 

power by • .rnd w:i.th the advice and :::om;:3nt of the Leg1s~at1ve 

Counc11 of i;h13 Colony, to make laws for the c>eace , ,.,rder and 

good government of the Dependencies; 

(d) the Governor should hnve, unr. be deemed alwsys to hove had, 

power to make grants and dispositions of land within the 

the Dep~ ndencies in the name of the Crown. 

/The 



The definition of the lands con:prised in the F'u1kland Islands 

Dependent;ies , as mentioned in pm·ugraph 2 abovo , vas afterwards 

amended by Letters Pate11t of 28 .March , 1917, so aG to include 

explicitly all islands and t~rritories oituated bdtwoen longi

tudes 20° ond 50° Wus., , und sout•1 of' l:ltituJe 50° South ; and all 

islands and terri tor•ios Situated b•Jt .;}0 longi t\ldCS 500 and 8CO 

West , und soutn of' latitude 58° South. Tho linos "f l·ngitude 

&nd l"ti tude laid down in t11ese Le-:.. ters Pu tent OG def in~ ni; che 

terri toriea co:.1prisod within the Falkland Iclunds Dci:ono.~ncies 

are indicutod in red on the map exhibited os Annex 2 of this 

Applicution . 5 

Disnluy of British Scve~r in regard tv thQ 

Denondoncim; in t~l'l Pcri0d 21_July 1900- 22 ~eptemb€.r 1<:~8 

17 . Great B".'i tuin' s title t0 the i.slands and territories of the 

...,epcndencios , was thus fC'rmally confiT'mPd t:tfld do1'ined by the issue 

o'f' the Letters P ... ter.t cf' 1908 and 1917, but , as has been shovm , 

it did not C'riginate in or depPnd on these Letterr Pntent, and 

had beon in existence 1'or many decades previously. This title 

·1,s now consol,.iated urcl rnintDined hy a fu,•tho1' e1'"'ac..:ti ve d~ sploy 

and exel'cisc of B:ritir.h so"croignty. In pu~sunn~o 01' the authority 

contt..im.d in the Le1 tors Patent of 1908 , a Fallda1.a. Islnnds 

Or.iin:rnco was promulgated in that year unclor which the Governor in 

Council · •ac cmpo\1Cl'od to •nuk(; laws for tht:: Dependencies , or to 

declare any law pas ·ed f'or the CoLrny to be npplicable also in the 

Dcpcrndcncioo so f'ar as micrht lie appropriate to their circumstancos . 

Under this principal Ordinanc.e numerous lPws were either made 'f:or 

or m:.d applicable to the Dependencies by the Governor in Council, 

ov rinr" inter nlin tho administration of' civil and criminal justic.e , 

1 rriacc , tostccy and intes":.acy etc., and consti tut11.g a 1'ull and 

auf'f.Lcient corpus of' lr.i..-:s :for :hose tt.rritorios , having regard t r 

their particular circumstances . 

~ 8 . bspeci all~ ir.mortcnt are the 11ms made by the Falkland 

I<Jland'J Governmont for whalinc nnd sosling , which provide 

convincing proof of the ef'f'ecti venoas of Great Bl'i tnin ' s di e:pley 

/and 
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and exorcise of sovereignty in the Depeneencies . In 1908 th~ 

whali~ Ordinance of' 1906 refer~ed to ~ u paragraph 16 abo·re w ... s 
, 

repealed , and rerlaced by a ne·:; Ordinanco . This principal whnlir'e; 

Ordinanc J o:r 1908 , as vmcnded. by later Ordinances , togotho1· with 

the Regulations made under it , estaoliehod a dnt~iled und 

comprehcnei ve code of whali1.g law fo4' the Dependencicrn, as car: 

be oeen tro.n the su"?'lmary o'f: the wbelins laws in furce iri the 

Dcpendencieo in 1920 wh:i ..!h ;_ s contained in th.:- ;-.1po1't of an o~f' .:.0ial 

cc-.1 . .11..:. ttee prasentP.d to the British Parl l ~ment in t.t.ot ye Hr 

( Curr.r'ln1. Paper no . F,57) . The :"'elevani; e::: t":'act from th~H ::.·~port is 

a.m-Jxed to this Apn.i.ication (Anr.e:: 1 he:;. eto, No . .: ) • 

one of tho chief ·>bjeci;u of the le~islat.1.on v;as tl.e ~onac.rvatio.1 of 

stoc~rn by .... eeulating tl:e nurrl:>er R'1a. tonne e of v.holing veRsols , tne 

numl .:!r of w'!ialing '.1.i;':3ti~ 1s , the number o:· wl.:;106 to 'i:'e tflken by 

eech license· hrl'l.e:::- , by :>roi;ecting wnalc co.lfs t-1:."i by C'ther mPasur ?6 • 

.An..ilogo·.li:-: i:f eomc.wh~t J.<JSB elahorate , lawr ·,1ere in".;rodt:.:od in 1909 

TheGe lt.•:..: 

r.IBde .:. t unll'lw:f\11 to ta!rn so'llS in the Lependencioa \':1 thc..~t ::i 1 icc.nse , 

gave authority f~r the issue of li~~~sc~ , &Ld rroJiied fo~ tho 

c1•Jntio11 ot' :i cl)BO seasor. anci of seal 1·ese1•vofj . 

! 9 . '.lie r.bovo- ment :i.o 1(jd wha~ L~-£ And seuli~1g luws were u~ ti V'.Jly 

and extcnsjvcly npplied in the De,~ndencias . 

license purposes. as appflaJ.·t:1 f.:-.:i:;; tl~'.3 r;iumma::-y 'Jf .!.aws gj v~·n in 

.!,nn9X I , J. 0 . ~:;, rhe .Cepc-:idoncios were d:i vided i '"1to fo 11r un I ts . 

South Georgia , thu Sou tn ShctlC'\n~.:i.s tofetbe.c with Graham Lt' .1c, Lhe 

South C"rkocy3 ar.d Soutn Sanc.a.\/ich Islaucs . 

(-i) In t:1e _~ase of Soutt. Geo.•p-.'..a, the Buenos t.it'cs ~O:n}JBl"Y 

mcn.t ionod :rn ":.JerugNtph 1; above , 'the Con.panic. Argentine de Pe sea , was 

granted a le.a£..e of 500 acree of land nt un annuPl rent of .f'250 for 

21 years from 1 Ja,1uary , 1906, and obtained a:i additional lt:iaf;e of 

land in 1909 . Seven other companies , four Norwegian and three 

Br i tish wAr·e granted whalo1nc leasE.s between 1908 anCJ. 1 9~ 1 on tdr ms 

similar to i;hoso g~ ven to the .Argen~.,ine company . hpplications for 
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further leases in South Georgia ~·;ere :refused in ord.or to conserve 

whale.- stocks . The whsling comp:rni es concerned , in addition to their 

lenses , were reguirod to toke out whuli1~ licenses for ~outh Georgia 

which \mrc renewable annually . In 1910 the Argentir.€. Company took 

out , in addition , a sealing license , ar..a a:f'teI' -:.hat year South Georgia 

wac divided into four oreas for sealing purpooes ~ three being lut out 

on liceuse each year and the fourth being left vacant a3 a seal 

reserve . J.. u additional place was made into a se::l reoerve in 191 • 

( ) In the case of South ~hetlands ond Grahurn Land , a license to 

toke whales in their territorial waters was gr anted to a Chilean 

Company in 1907 , and a similar license was !?:ranted in 1908 to a 

Newfoundland Company. By the season of 1912- 13 , thPre we1·13 1~ 

rectory ships and 32 catchers <;f v01·iou., companies nork~ ng in tl:c 

South Sh~tlands areo , all holdtng licenses f~0m the Falkland Islands 

Government . In 1912 , a Norwegian comoony , the Relctor Whaling Company , 

wu::: g1·:mted. a 21 years lcuse of a s i te oh De0epti on IslanlA. for u 

whaling station but , ln the ubsence of ':>ther su~ table sites , tl!e 

remaining co11rpanies operated ·;1i .. h factory ships moor ed at Deception 

Island or , occusiLnally , ot King George Island. From that ~1a-t;o , 

wholing compani-s operui,ed in -:be ter1·i toria:i. waters of i.he South 

Shvtluutls and Gruhom Laml u1,der license from the F&lkl.md IslanC.o 

Oovc.rnmcnt ovory you1 without interruption , tn.:'!n during the first 

Y/Ol'ld •mr , until 1930 , when de 1elopmentA in p•1la3ic whaling led thern 

to conduct their opera~ions on the high s..:ias. Activity in those two 

territories has bJen practically con:'ined i:o whaling , although one 

nealing liconse was iei:.ued in 1913 wi~h rest-ec.:t to Grahan Land. 

(3) In tho case of the South ')rlrneys , the first whaling license 

\;as g!'anted :.n 1908 to tho Newfoundlanr'l bteam Whal i ng Oor .. peny . 

v~hcr companies applied for licenses , and in the 131q-1 5 33ason four 

~ crregio:i companiee were granted licenses. Whal i ng ceasod during 

-i.1e 1•cmninder of' the f'irst world war , '!>ut in 1 ~20 a Norwegi an company, 

tho A/S T~nsberg Hv:il:t: ngeri , was grc:.nted a leos<:i 01 500 ocree on 
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Signy Island .for a shore wlmling ctation. J>. further Y1l alirr leuse i'or 

the So~.,11 Orirneye wee granted in 1 q25 but by 1930 pelogic \:holin& had 

mudo .1. t unne~vs:Jary for v1hu.1.ers to conduct their operotiot.e: ~ r. 

to-'ritorial waters , anC:. appl icati.rn3 1'01• licenses ceesed. 011<:. 

scalin3 lic~nse was nlEo is9ued for tho South Orkneys in 1913. 

{4) In the C?~ '.>f' the South Sandwich Ielan1.e. \7here access to 

the land is extr~mely di!'f'icult , whaling activity haR b0en less 

fregut-nt . In 1 S·12: Si.A Norwc£"i?n cornpa.1ios too:c out licenses frc-m 

tho Falkland. Tslands Gcvornmer.t . and in 1927 the TBrJSbE'lrg Compony 

app:.i~a fer e11d. ".lbta:'..r.Jd s :iC'ense . In additior. , L.cali11g :.:.cense 

v;ac ~rant~d in ·: 91 ::J !'or the South .:>und\·:1ch Islaz.ds .. 0 tho .. rgent~ r.e 

20 . British sovcrelgr1ty ~WR O.Lso ;,een cl!.epJ aycd ar:d exc;•c isc::l 

1-:-i the Depen1.011c i.es th"ough magi:3tra c0a commissione:i t;. thri 

FnlklE..t.d :sJnnds Governmeut . 

(1) /..'3 curly as 1;'J9 , a l'esident r.iagistrotc rmr. s~u~ t:> 

Sruth Ge. o_~rn.a. find tl':~re l•as bee~ a Bri t:.sh r.cir .inistrotioh in thut 
-----~-

g:oup contirn:.ou:...ly si.nce that da.;e . GusGons ahd polic~ off~cers we1e 

o.ic"e..Ct tv 'Lh"'l 11ng~st:"ate 1 s st'lff , aid in 1912 a P'?Et cf1':'..ce was 

est:.l°L)liF heC:.. at &r:rtv .:1rnn . 

inc:i.u iJd off' 1 ces, ci wirRJ AS~ ':'te.t :.on bnd a rr...tr1ne labor!) ~ory i l, 

odd:i.tion t0 cYel~.i11p: rou;;es . 

(ii) 'J'he §ct.. th Shctlonus end Gr=>ham Lnnq , as 1.ient.; 011.Jd :i.n paragraph 18 

abc,ve , hc.vE:. Odf'n tr~ato..l as c si1.~:!.e unit ror the -pi.:rposc 0f t~1c \.hale 

fishery , :J siu~le l k\:J:'SC bcin.,. g1·arted tu -!ovE.r both '.,l~ese 

tcrrit.o:::-ies. Thu W11al1n~ cc:.1pnn~us nc,rmolly maiie their 'l:..lsc:. r:.:-st at 

DoceptL.n· IsJ~nd in the Gouth Shet:.ands . 

1'cvourable, t11e,y Il'!C'Vud ,~outhwarc~s thrC''l {h the Brt:.nsfieJ :i St:"a • t e1l'i 

est blished a !'orward ~ase :n the ~~lm~r ~~~hipela~o eithc~ in the 

i~elch~or Islands or et Port Lockroy. B1t Port Foster at Dc~eption 

Island is the mos~ crm rellient start::.:-ig point !'or operations in the 

Bransfield Strait and of'f Graham Land , and it wo& accordingly 

made by lmu a "port of entry'' for shippi:1g visiting the or0a , A 
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resident B1•i ti sh mscietrate was 2ent to Port Fl'.'ster every summer 

seasofl Trom 1910 to 1930 , and this official exercised jurisdiction 

over all whaling vessels operating in the wate1•s either of the South 

Shetlands or of Gruhnm Land and its coastal islands . From 1912 to 

1930 , o. post office v.ao maintdnecl by the magist!"ate at Po1·t Foster . 

(iii) .At the South Orknevs \'thaling activity was :::omewhat less 

frequent than a~ South Georgia and the South Shetla"ds, with the 

reault that the visits of British rnr.gistrates v1er'3 correopondingly 

less i·egulor . But in 1913 a Customs Officer spent tv.0 rnl"1.1ths in tr.~ 

iolands supervising the observance ot· the whaling laws , while n 

special Whaling Officer spent about three m0nths there both in 1G14 

e.nd 19·; 5. r:ext , tte SoutL Georgia mag1st1 ate went ·"o Signy Island in 

1921 to inspect the site v:hich i..he Tl;Snsberg Hva:rrange!'i Gc...mpany 

nroposed to lease , au1 in the 1'ol lo;·1ing year a V.'naling Officer cprnt 

Gl.ree mo11~hs a+, Signy to insure that the terms c,f the lease anc! the 

whnliug lln;s were carried out by the c0mpany . In the three seasons 

1925-6 , 1926- 7 anC. 1927-8 , a \':haling Of1.'icer again spent three month'3 

in the South Orkneys. In 1928 the Governor of the Falkl..md Iolsnds 

himoelf visited Signy Island to inspect the area leased to the T~nsberg 

Hvolfongeri Comp1..ny. 

(iv) r1'hc cornpa1'ati vely slirht whaling acti vi t:y at the almost 

in~ccLocible South Snndwjch Iolande has c alled for ~ery little dxercise 

of u<.lminiut,rai..i ve ::i.uthori ty at the islands themse~ ves. 6 

21 . The cessation of certfin facilitirs und activities after 1930 cane 

abou'!; os f'ollows . ~he introductio~ between 1925 and 1930 of pelazic 

Y1h&linF , ~.ith J.arec whale factory ['hips enabled the whaling corn9ani:;}~ to 

conduct their opera t.io.'ls on tha high seas with out the use of bases 

r:;hore or in coastal wa~crs, Tlie reeul t was that afte."' 1930 thP. 

C' • ."Jsnies , in order to avoid payment of the license fees irrposed by 

t~: Falkland I~lanes Governrne~t , veased to take out 

, iccrssc.a f'or opcrati~g from basei:: in the various 

6 
Coots J,utld (see paruprai:>hs 14 and 15 above) is als'J not discussed 

here in any .f'urther detail , only very recent Argentine action having 
brought this territory into question (see par3graph 4 above) . 



,, 
Depe.adoncies - ( licenueo continued to be taken out by the cnm

psnieo \Ii th pe1·manent bases in South Georgia) . But, al thoueh 

in conne1.uence there \78& some diminution in tho adminiotr•oiivc 

ac.tivity of tho Falkland Islands Government \.ith regard to the 

whaling vescol.c t.hcmoolvoo , 3ri tioh St&to acti ·1:.. ty i'l tho 

Dopenc.oncioc continued in ful:!.. force and \:i thout intorrupti .:>n 

in tho period 'bot\mon 1,..,30 ano tho outbreak ot' tho second world 

;uJr. 'During this 'l"Oriod, i.he Depcndoncico wcro o:'to11oiv~~~' 

vi. ::d ~en and ourvcyod by th.; voosolG of the Diocovor:r Cu1.1rr1::. ttcc> .• 

an oft'iciol body roopon~iblc to tLo eocrPtary oi' S~oto .~or t~o 

Colonioo . Ac .::arly et> ,.917, proposals had boon rr.s..to for e 

thorough J.'1\'Cf)tigotion into tho economic rvcourc '.l5 rf tho 

Dopc>ndencicc , end a Com.1i tt-:ic hed boon :::ct np to rvpo~·~ or. the 

proaorvvt~on ')f tho \:~e:!.ing indm.,tr~r, the: possii.>iliti.c>c of 

dc·.roJ oping other industries, '3nd the nocdc cf oc1ont"'..1'ic r~scarch • 

.Follu\iillg tnc prouvnt:...tion of thiJ Comrnittro 1 o roport to tho 

Un1t..Jd Xi:1ccJort Pflrliun:mt in 1920, a pcrmrnont. (:C'rr .. nittoo lmo\111 as 

cf ~ho So~rotory of State 9 or the Colonic~ . ~·ho pr:!."'lcipol 

f".mction of tl.i& Cornnj tto:::o under its tc::-mc of rcfuronco \lflO to 

conduct r"ldOL rch into tl.o ocm•omic. rosourcc:o o1' the .Antr ... '0 tic 

-'lnd ::mb-.,ntflt-ct.iu r('c,1ons \ii th cpt?cit l r0f'crunco to the. F"l lk..'..E'nd 

IclPndo Dcpondonr."'..cr . But ~t~ f'u~ctiono rl~o includcJ ~o~ntol 

surveys Dnd (Jonor'ol :Jciontif'ic rcr:o r rrh into the occ£•nogr· phy, 

\/Crth~:i rn~ ice conditionc vnd flor!' rnd f'£11mr or t!'lo Antr.l'r.tic 

enc sub- Antc1•cti:! r·cgio110 . B0t\ con 1925 end 1939 th: Corr11nitto0' s 

RCCCflrC!l Shipo, Diocovory I ( or:c COtllr.liosj on} , DiOCOV.!!'Y II ( f'i VO 

r.or ... 1isoi ono) f'lld \I :'..lliNl Scoresby ( oovon comm.1.ooiono) mr do vary 

oxtonoivc invc(.':tig·tione; or the DopondcnciC>n . Numurouc voyPgos 

cnnone thf) pr·incipC'l torri tori0s of tho Dopondoncios wcro ml do by 

thcoc/ 



those chips on onch coor.Ussion, nnd dctrilcd surveys ~1er>o 

nwdo of' their coost::; end corsfol wtcrs . As A result the 

Dopcndcncico during this pcr!od 1.ore cove rod li terc lly by 

fl network of pntrolo undertr ken by the Discovery Commi ttco . 

The rnoin focus o:f the Cor.lli1i ttoo' s rcsonrch \'IC'D on the nrturrl 

histor~r of wheloo , tho :.1ost i mportf'nt economic rooourcc o:f 

the Dcpcndoncicf1 , <nd e~peciEllly inter1sivc otscrv£ ti ono were 

mnclo on the v1holin&; grounds of South Georgie, thi:: South 

Shotlrndo end Grnhrm lrnd . But tho Cornmi ttoo fllso collcctod 

v~ry cxtonsi ve infor:'!U'tion on th(' ~drog't"rphy m.d bi.1~og;ir t'. 

tho Dcpondoncics, on tho nl''\"ig'" tio;i cmd chr1'ting cf 't'1Ci.£' 

wrtcrs, cmd or. Antrretic ice rnd ico- m'vigr+ion. , lcrg~ 

end impo:.·trnt body of ociontific mrteric 1 hP & been p-.:bllohed 

by t!:e Cor.ir.1ittcc in the 27 volumes of ":>iscovcrv Ronorts" , 

Dnc iti; rcocrrch on tho notur<l history of \lh1Jl<.,o iE. rdmitte:". 

by export opinion to hrvo rncdc r vi trl contribution toword$ 

t:1c o:ffoct....vc oolving of the intcrn(ltionr:l problem 0f the 

conccrvr·tiori o:f \lhr.lc :i.~ioherioo . 

22 . In cddition, n lnrgv- scelo ox~0dition, the Briti9h 

Grr>hrn Lf'nd Ex11cc.li ti on, visi tea the southern perts of the 

Frlklnnd Iolondo Dcpontencics in 1934- 1937 tc rrwko :1..rnd 

invootigr ti or"' . RcPching Deception It-1,...nd 1" tc in 1934, tho 

expedition proceeded to Port Lc~kroy in the :? ... lmor Archipolr g? 

in Jrnurcy 1935. Shortly ,~rterm1rds, ll boso wro cstrblishcd 

end occupicC. f'urt~1cr sout~ in the Argentine Iclf'nds, lhld fro:n 

t11crc vcrious olcdtSc cmd pltne journcyo ucrc r..Ddc which threw 

much 1'1'csh light on tho geogrrphy or the f'l'ef\ . In Febru"ry, 

1936, the c;-::pcdi tion mov'Jd still furt.ncr to the OJuth to 

?.~t rgucri to Bfly nnd cGtl'bli:Jhed r b'"'se on the Dobonlwm Ialrnds, 

Fro11 tho1'e , it.Jportflnt olcdge journeys woro ttlfldo rcroos 
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G:-ohorn I·rnd to the cest cor ot l!nC fc r southm rJo into Kine,; 

Gcorgo VI Sound . ::iur.icrouo rcconnoia:Jvncc 1118hts \tvr.J 

~orrioc out , enc the cxpetlitlon ~Accrt0inoc conclueivoly ~or 

the first t~r.lo thr t GrehN•l .Lend is attochN' to tho /.ntf\rctic 

mainlond . 

?3.. O~ hc•r 0Ye1.1ples of the display uf Bri t1si! Jovor1.:ign+y 

in or in ~ogerd to the De~eP1encies during r.he purlod 21 July, 

1')013 - 22 '3PptE:m'bPr. "938, ere nenti-:>nea in tho throe nex~ 

succ~eding pfl:'agro hs of this A-:.>plicntion deolj n5 v: ... -+-!' t.:1e 

recogni.t!on of the Britirh cltiiLa 'ty :~C'lr"iiy, ..'L::::>g"lntinr e.1r: 

Chile . Still :furt.her exeIJ1>lec could bo cl tea . ~:!e facts 

given i:r pa:-egrephs 16-~2 el)ovo cmn in ptregronh 24 c:..uw, 

however , ere by thor.1selve.J si.:ffiritent to estebli.Jh nC'ncJusi,·e1y 

o contini1ou.; t·nd peec..t:f.'ul display of Bri tir-h jovor91&nty t!1 

smc.• ..:.n i:>C;-gPrd tc the terri t-:>ries of the Dependt..n()ieiJ c'h ... r·· ng 

the period ?1 J11ly, 1908 -· 22 S0p'tem"'..:>er , 1938. whi,..'1 i~ thet 

:;-eviev.Jd ..:.n thJ preoent se0tic:::i. . 

!_te cc... f21!:j; io.!L..Q.t._the T:sr:.. 1. \~.h .. f'!le ifl1E:. ·QY.. Jl' or·.my, 

fil'P. :m.+in~ riu.:.:_gp.:.lJ afc.er the I.;01:.....; of tr.~ 

£. t tt:: rs Pa te11 t: _yf 2.!._if ul~; , ..:1.9Q§ 

~4. 'rho existence of Brit~.sh cloim.::, n,,t onl.:r to South 

Georgia -,·.it t,., 0thcr ter:.:itories in i.ntc'l.cctic :md sub-1.nte ~c~ic 

":'egionc \.fJ s k .. "1,r.m in Nor\1ay oe!'ore the fo ..... el cou3";i +u tic~ -;f 

tho fi 1c pr:'.ncipel t.err.:. tcrias as iiepencenclco of th~ FuJ..kl9nd 

:~la~d3 by tho Letters ~atent o~ 1908 . 

(1) No~n;r, as stet$~ in parog.coph 1~ obrve, 

oddrensed on inquiry to Greet BriteiL in 1905 concerz1ing the 

ooverei gaty of lihe territories si tLatod be t\1oen 350 en<'l 800 

West , and Wf)S in1'orr1ec in reply by Greet Bri tein that South 

Georgif• , the South Orkneys, the South Shetlands end Greh&:n 
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Land \/ere Britioh pocsessions . \ihen Norway r1mdo R further 

inquiry in 1907, Great Brltein reasserted iler claim.. Norwey 

neither then nor after the issue of t~e Le tters Patent of 

1908 r:iade any protest or res9rvstion ageinct the &ooert~on 

and exercise of B.:-itish sovereignty o.,re r the Dependenci~s . 

,a tho oeme tlme numerous Norwegian whaling c;:i1npenieG took 

out Bri ti oh licenoeo end otherwise complied \,l th the law:; 

of the Falklands Islands Government . Theco foots establish 

by impliceition Nor\1ey' !l reco.:,7J.i ti on of British .;ove1•eigr1·~y 

over the Dependencies in or about 19J8. This i?i.,plic .. +.:.c!t 

io completely conf'ir ... od by the Norwegi5n Proclonat i o!l of 

14 Januor-J, 1939 , in wl:ich the western bounclary of No:..~way' s 

o\.n /1ntarctic claim was defined by a line coir..cid:.ng with 

the eQstern boW1dery of the Falkland Ia! ands Dependencies . 

It \lao further expressly stated in the Procolainttior.. that 

the area nar.:ed the Folkla~1t. Islands Dependencies ha1:1 been 

brought uncer Greet Britain's dominion in 1906 . 

(.2) The exi<Jtence of Bri'!;ish c1.a1ms to at lrast 

some o.f the Dependencies v:as also well kr:'"lwn in .~rgentina 

before tho iooue of the Letters Patent of 140~ . It hes 

been rr.cntioned obove (paragraph 15) that as e9:t'ly aei 1906 

an /.rgentine eompany, tl.e Conpania :.r0~ntino da Pesce , took 

out a Britioh leaoe of lend in South Georgia for 21 years . 

Indeed, it we o the then Di:.--ect0r of .nr .. larnen ts of' the l,rl)entir..c 

J!inistry of !forine \1ho , ir'. his capaci t;v as technical auvi ser 

to the conpany, viE;i tea the Rri ti sh Legation in Buenos JUreo 

In the s9me year Greet Britain, in 

order to rer.iov-: any poss~ble niisconception es to ~he legal 

l>osir. on \ihich operat i on of the ;,1e'*"eorologicel station on 

Lau.do Ir;larnl in the South Orkncys had been t:::>ensferred to 
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the J.rgentinc Eeteorologicol Office, oddrccscd o note to 

the 1~rgcntino Gc.vern::ient P.1nphasising thet tl.c iolonc:1o 

were e Brit; sh possessi.:m. ThJ..3 reservotion of the 

Bri tis!. oovere~ gnty over the Suuth 01.'l<.nE"ys was rE'p'1otod to 

/.re-entine ~.a JEJr.uery ·1907. Shortly a:"te:.nv.srds, when 

:Jhile proposed to 1\ r gent·•ne the negtitietion of a tree t~

r i vj ding l>etvesn t;1'3 two CvuntrieB 11 t}ie islan1a S:t'd th~ 

Amc.rican l1nterctir continents '· th-.; ~·. rgc.ntine ?ore~.gn 

Minister, in re~ncting the p r cposai , sa~d LXprcsgly that 

"Chile C'Ught to kn:n; that En(sJsnd clsi1.•-:1d rll these lands . ' 

In 1908, after tne i3sue of the L~ttJ~~ Prtent formally 

constitu.;i:-...g t~1e Fal~cland JslondsDe1JendenciA'1, tha 

f,rgcnt.ine Fcreig:1 Ministo ... "' l:lGked to be jnfo:rnv=•C! of th::i ~·erils 

cf thci :C;."i. ti sh "dcc~a ra tio"'l.1' . :~cordingJy , the Rriti~h 

;,fan'tste,• in Buenoo /ur<.-s -;.n a nute of 2C .L'.,obruory 19•J9 

t:rannmi ttttu to th~ kt'gentim F'or<7.:gn Hir.i~tqr a ~opy of 

tho FollCJ.and 1:slands GazAtte cor.taininCS i,hc text c-f' the 

Le".ite:.'t• Patc'1"; . '.:'He .1rge:iti.ne Foreign Miniote.,.. rcplii:,fl. 

! n 9 nrto of 18 Mbrch 1909 : 

111 hove tho ?le£. onre 0f' a ~ lmo\1ledp;.\ng tho rece ii.. t 
.:>f y:-ur n.:-t::> csted the 2o+h vf FP.".:>rue1~y Jest wj th v:idch 
you \er~ goor .. er::i:igh to f'or' ord ~ pub) ic.o ti.:>r cvllAd 
' J.i,alY.land lt:1li:Jrnh Gezet".;3' co.ntoinine !J :;)ocree by ~-~.i~h 
the 'South Orkr:.eys: ~re declared a dependency of the 
' Ft1lkla~.d Ieler.cs '. 

11\"rhi:i.e thanking vou i'or thiJ atter..tion , I am 1.oppy to 
rene·,., '.,-:> yo't the assuranr.es ot' '!J"f lli g l1 c- onsiut"ra'l.ion. " 

T11e B~i tish Minister, !n co111nunicating this ro~ly ";o 

the British Foi•tif,'11 Office, co.Jnented that he concluded f r ::>m 

1 ts ter.10 t:hat ",~rgtmtine Government do not dispute t he r ights 

of Gr e8"!i Britain over th1:3 Soutl. Grkneys" . f , for ti.Q£.:. is 1 t 
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to be concluded from the ter ~ of her reply theu in 1909 

~.rgentina did not d~spute ~he ~ritis~ title to South Georgia, 

the South SandHich Islanos , the South ShetJ.an~o and Graham 

Lend, which territories \/ere also cove:red by tho communication 

sent to the J.rgentine Governnent but were not 1.1entionsd il! the 

1:rgentine roply. 7 Three years later, negotist~ons were begun 

f'or the co es ion by Great Bri te:'..n to .t~rgentina , of the South 

Orkncys in return for a Legation site in Buenoe Jt•i ros end c,n 

.'.} ondi ti on of reepectina any exinting British WllFling i• ... gnts . 

By 1914, thv final text of a treaty of cession l.ad beer. 

sgrccd be, tween th" t·.•o countr~.e& out, on A change of' gove:-nroe".'l.t 

in \rgonti1:a , the new goveI'?'lr."ent :1eclint3d or. finoncial gro1.nds 

to cor.~lete the transe~tion. The te ~r.is :> f this dre ft tree ty 

provide :further evidencf' of f,rgentinll 1 s rer.ogni ti on of the 

British title to the South 0:-kr.eys at this tirae , notwi thstend:ng 

the preoenco of the ~~rgentine meteoroloaical station on JJS3Urie 

Islond . .~g'.lin, ''rgJntine made no protes~o or reoerv?ti on.; 

oe;oinst the ioi::ue of the British Lettero Patent of 1917. Nor 

clid she nake eny ~retests or resen·a~ions £gainst the proronlgst~on 

C'li' Dri ti uh Lm..-o fo r the Derendencies, nor age ::.nst the application 

of thooe la·.w to tl:e ~i1·gentine compen:;, the Co:npan1..e t.rgentina 

de Pe~ce , end to other foreign ucrrrpanics . Nor did she moke 

ony protevts or res3rvations ag31rst the exercise of authorlty 

by British magistrates in ~lIB several 
/territories 

7 . It ocer.io clear in fact t:1,..t .-rgertine interest et tliet 
dote hordly extended tayond t:ie South Ork..1eys, where the 
,,rgsntine 1~eteorolodical station was situoted . 



te11ri toPies of the Falkland I3lands Depender.cits and , in 

part icular, in the South Orkneys, South Shetla1.ds end Gt•.'.lhom 

Lona. These facts establifJa teyond qucstio11 the t at this 

i:erioa Areentina t·ec ogniscd Bri t1sn sovereignty over .. he 

Dependen; iE::~, 

(3) Tt1e 1::~1 stt..nce of British cln:!.ms at leas-:- to some of the 

De!•C...Lldencie~ WJr equalJ y ::n0;rn i:i Chile , <wen before the :! sru.e 

of the ~ette~s Fatent ~f 1 ~08. Three years corli:r, in 19n5 , 

a Cbl.l~un com.pa:'..:; , as stttted in rc.rae:"'a ·h 1:.:; oi. ovc, ep~1l1ed 

for a British l~ase of land in Soutb Georgiu 1~0m t~l Folkld~d 

! .,1a.1as trovornmc..1t . In 1 907 , cnothc.. r Chi.lean comps .. ;:, th1... 

Sociedad Balle.ior:i de Md&alla 1-:;s of .Pun1.a Ar'1 .• o., tovk otLt a 

British ~.!!tiling ::.1c -:r,sc f'0r the So..itr. Sh~tlat .:t'" nr.d Groham 

In the 'l mt- :.r "r, ' i"!en Chile invi tc:d Argenti ria -~ 'J 

neentiete o division of 11 t!'!e isla .. ds ll!1d A.,e:.•ican A:-4i.llrctic 

C01.tint::Hht. I, t'il1e \ r,e ex. reosly w-:irned by Ar~enti:;a thfJt 

11 'Eng:m.d "!l aimt::i ell thtJse lanao" . ~~ci thcr then no"" (lfter t"lc 

irrnuc. of T.he Letters Pa ... ent of 1908 OP o~· i 91 ( did Chile 11.ake 

euy orot1-.ut or res3 rvat ion 2ga1nst 1.t':.e nG:-ert i. "'n and exP. r-:: ise 

a Consu lar ~ffice .r .i. ~ the Fal1d.Jnd Ic::.·1:.a<. , lmt Jt no "';irrie dU 

sh~ m:i1-:o i:.tr.y re rcscnta+ im'G oi 110i. to the Gt..v~rn:-. ?..i t of 

Gre:it Br.:.1.J.i.n vr ~o ... he 1''alkl3.id Isla .. ds Cnver1i1 :.ut in .•q;:.. .. l 

to the L-tters Peten~, er t8 the 1 rourulgntion of Brit1E'~1 l::hs 

fo1· the De1 epdcnci~J , or to the ap1~licet.ion of thoso la:.-:s to 

";l1.: Chilean company, ti.e S'JC~ecr.c1 Ba .... lenera de t .. agsllaucs , and 

to othc1· foreign cc.mp • .11:les. Uor did she nake Bf'Y rrotests or 

rcservotior~ a~~ir.st the exercise of ~uthori+y by Britirh 

magi st rute:J in the several ter. itorks of "'.;he FalJ(land IcJ ands 

Dependencies anci, in r·~rticu:ar , 111 the South Shetluuds ond 

Grnhwn Land, All thc;;e ~acts ~ctablish bcyon'.I c.iuer.;tion that 

at this period Chile rccog~ised Driti~h ooverairnty over the 

Dependenci s . 
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;,?5. The :f'ac ta r-Gci ted in tho thr·ee 1rruned1.ately preceding 

sub- poracra,,hs chow conc!ur,1vely that , during +.he Y~ars at the 

b.:ginr.ing of the ;pret, nt cer.tur•y, \":hen Great Britain was con

firmina a d consolidating her ancie~t titles to the Dependencies, 

1:orv:ay, the State pt>incipall:; interented i:i Antarctic whaling, 

and Argentina and Chile, mode no rescrvotions in ~egard to Great 

Britain ' s display and exercise or state uctivity in those 

territorioc. They further sh0\1 that these ti.1•ee Gtntes in 

fact recog .. isea Great ~·l'.i.tai..'s cuvereignty ovc:o the Depcr.denci~so 

Nor did a.~ other State durinc t~is peri0d ma 1 e any ~0SO"Va~ionL 

or 1;..iter any protests agai1:~t the British ':!laims. 

Ori""in And Dev.1lcnmer.t of .Argent ii.a ' i:; _Prctel1rii~ 

to the islands and lar:as of the FalkJor.d Islan~s 

Deliendencies and Attemoted Usurpntior, of British 

Soverei .~ty over the· e Terri toriec. 

26. Arc;et.t:!.no, as relei:;ed in por3graph 24(2) above, wa:5 

left in no doubt by Great Brita in that the tran3fer to the 

Argent1.1e i:eteorolor;icttl Of" .l.Ce in 1903 of the 11eteor?logical 

station '!)reviously established on Laurie tslond in the South 

Orkneyr. by a British cx9ecli ti on did not also ir•vol ve tile tr-ansfe r 

to Ar5eutino of the soirereignty ei thur of thP South Orkneys 

uroup or of Laurie IoJand itself. Argentina, as wa3 also 

related ill paragraph 24(2), \.as fully swore in 1908 of' the 

Bri ti ah claims to the seve .. "al territories of the Folkl&nd 

Islo .. ds Dopc.ndenci.es and during the f'irst .rart. of the present 

ct.:ntut' .. · shO\.ed b~· her nets ~hut she recogniocd Great Britain ' s 

s vcreignty. 

27. 1fot\.1th::;tor.dtng ti.is , the Argentine Gover"l!'lk..nt in 192.? 

c1.1br..r:.eo upon a cou1·se of e"!tion by rhich it has progressivel.v, 

ond it \IOllld aecm deliberately, sought to enc roacl1 upon the 

Falkland Islund3 Dependancies , with a view to ousti.~ the Er1L1ch 

Crown from its r;overeignty, anu to replncing it by u pretent~ea 
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.At' entir.e sov1..re1 ·nty. In that y1..ar, on the erection by 

A.'.'gentina or a \'Jireless station at th.3 observatory or. L01.1L'~.e 

Ialond, a Note r.ac addressed tc the J.rge1.tine Oovc.rn .cr:t d"'O ·1 r:c 

its a~tention to tre f'act that uneen the relevant Ir.ter •. [. ',10f1Rl 

Telegraph C:-invent1ons , the csll sii:~1 woulc r..ove t0 he l':!Jplied 

for through ~l.e Bri tioh Gcv3rmre .t . The l1rge:it!.ne Govor .. rient 

rep~ ied tMt: with r egard to \'/ireless stoi;iono c 011ntcuctec o~ 

A!'r;crntine ter ri..ory, i t \'fl)ulr act in accorn:::ince \'liti1 the 

Conve·it i on'1. ln ,,~e~; ot: t.ne equivoccj. naturP. of' +.his reTJlY, a 

furtli~r Uotr.: v:as add r essed t o the Acguntine Govcr1.mc;;;t. '. o·, 

;.p r il 14 , 1926, empha::;isinp; Gt·ea· .. "':'i .;a in' s un.:!o·.,bted righ tc ..,;o 

the sove reignt~· of the isl::indc and pcintli15 out t.lie al:>sen"e of 

ar.y prov~OllE' notice of clairr on the purt of .t1rfc .. ~.:.nn . 70 

ons"or •.os returr~ed b~i :.r~P~ti:.a and , on the r;irt.lero st~tio .1 

Ct"i ng put i.1t u operation i:. 1 927 with out refe1 e .. -:::c to the 

Bri ~ion i.:rov,~rnTT.e it , the lat+e".' :1.ec.rred fro•n the ln"'ernot:' .. ma..:. 

Telegraph !.t1""'eau at Bern~ ~!:.at -,,he c&ll tig .. al had l·cen applied 

fO" by .. t "'0;1 t.i -..n i n terns i mpl:r·i ng on ars\:mpti0n of J.:.:ger.tiri;: 

Rovo r oignty C7e ~ tne So~th Qn~nAy&. Gr eat Brit~in having 

c,bjcct0c.! to tl.::.c oct:?otJ -1.n a Note of Se_terri':Jur 8 , 1921, 

1'.r,: e;itinr:. r c.pli ei: ::.1, a !To"te of Janua r:r 2~, 1 920, tho t sh(. 

hc 1:-;clf laid cJaitn to the Scuth 0 \.'kneys or, th( gl•ou11d , apart 

ft·om pretu.id~C. ' inulhn·!b. e ric;ht-s'' , of an a l leged fi:--.; t, 

nccu. otion coi1stm.tly tnai..tain€6. \Tnis r"IJJY be ccnt:-l.s t cd 

''ith tl'.e :. rgt::ntine atti tudP c.bo11t the Sou'!;h Orkneys i., 1909, 

d~sc r1ll€.c.1 jn pnt>agranh 2~~(2) dbove - ~n(I a;;i r egardG th~ 

p r ett,:,aer ,\ 1 g~m;ino ' ' first oe;cupcL.on" . see p::lragr aFh -t4 oblV'3) • 

• ~t the sooo ti1ne , howevc r, t~ .: .. rgcnt:..""le Gove1·nm n t. iu an 

cccornponyin[; rnerr.orandum 3ho·. ea itself conscious of the woaknoss 

of itn pusitlon bJ suggectir.g "tne r~opcning of the negotiationR 

for tl1e exchuneo of thC; isla .. de ocains t tho e;ront of a Legt1tion 

site in 'Buc11on Aires (see pnragr <ph 2/.~(~) above) . 

U1e l .r ge .. th•e Gover nmcr,t iii 1927 ha l also r epr esented t o t he 
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InttrnationaJ Postal Bureau ot Bemo tr.at .ri;e •. tine terri tor: al 

juri ,d1c:tion cxte1.ded de jure and ae :f'ncto ovr r both the South 

Orkneys and South Georqia. un this stute .. t being cout'3s1.eJ by 

G .. •el't Erit1Ji.i in an aic.ie-mJmoirt> 01· Decc.r.'Jcr 17 , 1927, the 

J.rgentinE:. Go:e t•nmc.nt re 1.ie"i that , as r~gards the South 

Orkneys, it fortn.Jl y r eRfr.;.1•med j""s 9 reviouri c"'..cim. 

:.ccocdingly, Gr·e'3t Bri ta:i ... took :.. te=1s i1: 1928 to notify th~ 

Intern- ·11ionol Po,')ttll Bt.r..:::lt that boti1 the 3out't'. Otlrnc;y·o ont! 

Soutl. Ceur·gia \/Ct t:: 5 ncluc0d in the FoJ l~lond :Lslondo 

DependencL.io m.ci were reyJresent0d in Postnl Ut1:i 011 mntte r:.-- b;:, 

t~a British Poqt~sst~r GeLeral . 

28. On .rune 1, 1037, the ;,, gentine .im"uos=arioc i~ . .Lo~dcn drer1 

the attt.r.tiun of .;he :r'orci6ll :Jffi~e t.) ::i stutPt ic~-:. b:,• the 

British M~nis:er of ~qri~uitu~e and Fishc~icc at the inq:gural 

i:;essi.on of the 'l.'hnli .g CC":1i'cre .. cc, to tr . .3 effect t.1t.1t th1.. 

:> Jp~::ae •. ci-=s \1C ce u.i ~r the :urisc'.i-::tion ct· i '1c Fcl clond 

IsJu .• Js Ct~v•rni ~ .. t , ol'!d ilc i•cnervea the ric-l,ts claiinc'i hy 

~rgen~i~a ov~r +hem. 

:~rs: i;:timnti.on or nn al.'gen~ine clai:n nc't rilt}:•ely to Soutr. 

Geo1·.:;ia and the Scu";h Cr.u.c;. P bu.:t_to all the te r_rj. tori ..3 u~ 

T. e Bl'ltich Fo-;,E-::..:;n Se::crt'-tcH'Y , ,·.h.:.~e 

J01 .. ing ··n n a.,;r-:; ... u state .. . :t that the charactc:r ::rnd p· .. r:,io::;d 

of the ·:ihulln~ ~onfLrer.cc t1c.d n.Jthi:l'S t o dv 1th qu~ations or' 

j·.11 isd~ction, r.>.!H e an P.1>."IJrcss ie :: :araticn tr•at the ~·.rg .. 11Un° 

:-eservnt.1.0.., cuulu n.)t i.. any w•7 flffec t Britisl. r•.ghts to the 

Falkland !s:o~ds Dt~En er~ied . That .:.rgent1-:Jo hoa ~0-. 1 

enle r i:;ed hur ,t.1re• .. cnsions to i .elude all the. Depe .. denc ies vas, 

however:' , con:!'irmed by a!1 exc ress rc:--erva".ion to t hn t effect 

0:1 Supte1.1bt r 22 , 193&, made by '..he ..'.rger.ti1.e Pr0:>.den"; v1hen 

I romul~uting 



prormlg..i ti1e •. reentinu ' s r!ltificotic.n of the vn rious pos w 
co.uentionc ccncluced at Cairo or. ! .. arch 20, 19.34, · h:ch tho 

Uni tee" Kingdom haJ signed un ber.alf of the FU.t.klana Isla ii cs 

a'1d i;heir Depenae.~.:!ies . 

Heject_:l9J of the i.i ... ,'l"f.ntine Pr€:tor,r.i..mn b:r_ th~_l[_r.i ted 

Kinwlom 1rnd 0ontinURd Dis·1ltJY 01 Br ... ti.nh Sov~r::! gncy 

29. :'he methods (of which some ace ount 11..i s just 'been 

given) by '.hich .~r:;er.t~ •.• s <.>ou;:ht b ... i;wcen 1925 ancl 19;8 t .. 

edv~nrc pr£ten~1ons to the sov~r~igaty of the Fe~klanC 

Taloi.1dn DepenC!en-• iefi were not i;hc.'3c to 1:.e ex ecte~ of :.. 

Stnte already l.('Vi7'?t; sc·:crCJ.(!.'?t;-f , ar.d rely:!nz u90'1 priJr a~.d 

,. ell este~.1.ii::h d legal ti .. luc. The:v »ere re.th ..... r:,ose uf 

o State seeking grad11nl::'...y .. o 1.'5nocuvr~ another State OLt nf 

1 ts po s~ssicn ,ind rights. 1nstecd of actively di~rJcyir.~ 

011J ':lXP. .. •c:sinr; itr- authority iTJ cr.d in re~o""'d to tht. 

tel'l•i tor.1.cc :>f tl~ Dcpeildenci s :i..n dcco'l'.'1foni:-e with ti".ei,., 

r..:. rc·,.rn .:> t L.r. ~~s 't11e .·.rget~ ... i ne Government .re rcJ y o t ~ cn.ptcd 

by d Lpl..nnath: novc:s t0 tl1ro.: L-ouoi; t:'pon the '"'xi.sting Bri 'tish 

ti i.;lcs . 

· l.en thA ~ .. '"lrr itori'll \;utcr:; ol' the I.~~ cndci.c LC:J wore the 

las•. of upc1•atior.s of sevct•::i:i.. wr..o1.i:1i:{ cotn;,>ur:i(;:. of dlffP.ret.t 

nat io .. o:i t1~s , .:~rr;e!1tL~a t001c no moasuriJs (as a prudant 

FiOVc}rt.ir· •• • .. ould i".fllTC done, O:' .:>Ot.. ht to do) "';O recru..1..c.te 

these cc ti v.:. ticf' , or to cc.r.Gt;I'"/e t. e stoc..::s o~ the prlnciµi l 

econJn.1c r ... souroc of the te!'ril:ories cor.cc1·neJ.. Hor in 

1927, al thougn .Jhc \h1s a MemiJ~r of :;,1e L~oeue of No· ior.s mid 

/hod 



'1.ad recently form;ilatea reterisions to the South Orlme:rs 

und South Georgia, did i.rt;e .. til'!a tc.Jke D.>.:J part iri the 

\'fha-ing L'::mferE::-1:ce conveiJed a t Gerevo in that year un ler the 

auspices of tnL League, Hr1' ch, if ::be hall hnc oovertr~gnty 

ove r these ter4"'itOL"ics , she 111ight "l"t e:ir 1t;CT.vd to !Leve 1nne. 

Nor d.LJ she voice • n:r obj'?ct i on to the foe t +.h"lt the 

Uni toa KitJgdom tooK: u lcaJin5 part in tr.at co1.:fcrE;nce in 

its c~Tucity as tte State responsibl~ f0r the rcgulat~oL 

ot r.holii"!g 11. th~ Fallclanri Icla.1~r; Depcr.dencies. It r1as 

onl;: iLJ 1937 thoT. 1.!'ge'!""' :na fi !'3t 'l'.)articipatad in m. 

1.1ternat1o~al r:hal.:.n~ i:!Onfere .. ce end co.1teF;;~ed the Un1. tee 

Kin;;dom's !'ight tc L'e >-"'E'sent the ' .. hal1ni:; .i..r.torec.ts o:: the 

!lo_iendc •. clc.c . T>ur~ ... g the uhole pc!'lod '..1;> to 19.)S .. ~1·rc.1tin~ 

in1·erei:;ts in the Depenccr.cj JS co:isisted in r.c:unl l,I'ccti.Je 

01 o 1..eteorv:.:ieiccl s~e.-:;io11 in the 3c.·uth ()ro<.ooys, taken 

over by the ;ierm · s:.>ion and at the lnvi cat ion of the 

British Gov6~·nm1.;nt (Gee p:irnzrnDhs Hi. oncl .L.(:?) c.L,cv e) , l1nd 

tni .'irt:;e'1tinP ' .. lm.1.i?lg ..:ompm:y o.r;err.tine; i1, Suuth 'h .. 'Jrgia 

r~ontir..,oua.ly u.1dc1· lco ;cc ullll ; :..cer.ser- inauec1 by thv 

British .;rom' be sovcre:.gn of the 11cpendenci~s (sec 

orag.:·a hr; 1:5 and 19(1) ab .... ..re) . On tr.t. other har.J , rec+ 

Britai. d r.1.r:c-; this p"J~i'Ja, as r1:.:loted jn parr..t'!'t..lJhS ~3 -· ~5 

u"t.oY"c , disp"!.oy d e~d e.x:urcised hel' authori't;· :In and in regard 

to the .Derennencic:.s a<.:vordir.g to tneit -:.:ir•umstan-:es. During 

all this period, u to 1938 G1c~t ErltPin ~lone 11nJertook tne 

/ r espollSibi11 tie~ 
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r eoponcibilitieo of aovereignty and performed the functions of 

a State in and in regtrd to the several territcr~cs of th~ 

Dependencies . It is not , tr..er~fc!"e , to be wondered ot th:Jt, 

as indicated ?bove, t~e B!"itisn Goverllir.ent rcj~cted all Argentina's 

pretensions to the territories of the Dependonc Jes end continued 

to ozsert its ogn t~tles to them. 

30 . J.f+..e1· tl1e outb1•eal: of.' the second world \:or, in J 939 , t~1e Uni tr.C:i 

Iangdom Goverrment \/'ls occupied in the :Hortn irncl Sou~u .A t lantic in 

d~aling with atto~ks by Jxis novAl forces on Allie~ and Neutral 

seo - borne trcde; and in M<1rc,1, 1941, di&patched H.:11. s. Q,u.een of Ber:r.ild 

to t.1e ~outh Ghetl:ln.ls tc- dec.,trcy O.Ll t::!1:l:s nna ,.;tcclca u . .' oil 

lef't on :Jecertion Island by U.t: Hex tor Wha line:. C:o1::pPny, c ne of 

the co11riri Piee: holding o leGse o~ :!.r..nd on t;.:-i t 1sland fr001 the 

British C;.•I) m . '!'his me~s•u:e , whicr "!OS tal:en to de!1y the use 

of the oil trnts and fuel stocks to faxis raiders , ~onst5tuted 

o most cignifi~tnt d!spl~y And exercis~ of British sovereignty ove

tne SoutJ Shetlands . Jn Januai:-y, 1943, anotner P.ri tis.1 wal's1lip) 

H • • • \,) . Corn"rvon Costle , ;1as dispatched to tho Sout11 OrknPys nnd 

So11tn Shetlrnd a , to exornlne tl.Le anch0reges i.n tnosc r.er'l'.'itl')r; cs 

for ~ny signs of use by enemy raiders, and 1.0 inv~stj go te Preo~, 

reports or purported acts of sovereignty at Deception Island 

b,V t .. c J l'gCa1tinc ll:'V'll trt1nsport Pri•nero rle • .1oyo . a . M. G. Car11orvnn 

Cof'tle lrnded o p"rt,v o t Deceoti0n I.;lnnd in the Soutn Shetlt<nds 

on 8 .Jr nu'"'rY, O!"ld there obli te1•at:ld from t.1e wo 1-ls of the Helttcr 

n1nllng Comprny ' a foctory the no~ional colocra of Argentino , ~niich 

~eared to h~ve been J)31nten on then recently by tne Primera de 

?..1.;yo , end r lso removed the Argentine notice "Jf claim inentioned in 

,art•gr cph 3 ~'.Jove . 1. ;,rit wos ~t tne same time 91'.L'ixed to the 

•htildin • p1•:::>cla iming t.1c-t tnu company ' s leoc:c nsd laps ell ar.d tL.et 

the building wo~ tre prope1•ty of the Br itish Government . The vrnrsnip 

t:1en pro<'cedcd to tne Sou.th Orl:neyt, ond on 8 I<'ebr•uflr.v landed D po r ty 

on Signy Isl onc. , ~1hich er~cted flogsto ... 'fs corrying the Union Jack . 

:rne follO\t i ng cloy tne vessE:l cslled o t the metoorologicol stotion on 

/Luurie Island 



• 
Leu1,il Islond onu e~.cuanged courtesies with the Argentine st1:1f:r . 

IYfeai'\vl:ile the l.rgentine Govern:nent wns notified o:' the vis1 t of 

H . t.! . ~. CJrnorvon Castle to Deception Island, and was informed 

that the United Kingnom Government nad no iuteP.t~on of ~Jllowing 

the British ti tl~ to the islnnd to be uourrea oy ,· rgcutin::i . 

Soon cfterwards t.1e Primero de Uayo wa::. rei:orted to be U.erar-t;ing 

age in fnr the 1'''1 lltlr.ird !.sld .• _s Dependencies, r rid to hflve t\/o 

Ch.i.l~an navol off~ ce1·s on boa,.d . The Re_oublic of 0hilc: hav~ ng 

oh.o "'o"' 11uloted prct;,nsions to the Soutn Suctlondis nncl Grohl1m 

Lt.ntl , t~1e B1•itisn !.mbaAsi:idor in Rantiag:> mod'? representotio!"'s t:> 

tne t.:uilear. Goverr.me:1t 111 regc1·d t0 theat: officers . He m:is 

infou.1ed tt.ot, they we:-e- sa 1 ling iu the ;.rge:itine snip 111erely ns 

obse1 vers, tmd th.., t -:..hti Cniloa"l Governr.iert had ".. tself protested 

ago inst /.rt;enti:ic £i ttemrls to establish a claim to Deceptioti Jslana . 8 • 

31 . Thv U:.i ted l:in~c.om Gov..;rr.ment , ir: view t')f' t ~1e Apperent 

inten•ion of Arge.1tina and Chile ~0 ~,sreg~r~ British territorial 

r1e:1t£j j n tr.e Sout,1 Or!rneys: , South Ehetlo::ids end Grahorn Land, 

tcr·t•ttorier~ ct the end of' January, 19411 . Tl'le.ae ships ·:inited 

the moitllcna ~nd cooa~ul islonas of G~Btl''~ Lbnd, D~ception 

Islond ~.n t 'le SoutJl ~i~etl~nds, snc Sj gny Islr-inds in th"I South 

01•1:ncys . !i pernonent shc:-e b~~e wes estobl!ehed at Decepi.ion 

IsloLd ond a~o~h~~ nt P~rt Lockroy in the Palmer Arcnipelcgo 

off t.1e ~eAt coast of Graha~ Lftnd, meteorologio3l statio~3 

being o c;toc11ed tc bot.1 bases . :'u,.,tner via~. tt;; were pei~. 11:.r 

H.A: .o. ~Vill.:.a.1 ScC"resby to thesP- two hDses in r:carch ond, r.iga in, 

in l·pril, 1944. MeGi..strot~s \•tere s.,·1orn in for t.1t: Souti1 O!'kneys , 

Soutn Saetlonds and Grano ri Land, and o speci:; l series of postage 

sto1nps ·mi; issued fol' ~he use of Rr>i t.LRh establi shme11ts in those 

/territories 

8. It will be ob~erved tha~ both these St ~es had now stJrted to 
lsy clai:n tv the sa1ne Brit.:.sh territories (see separate Application 
respecting Chile) - o circQ~stance ~hat can hardly foil to refluct 
~aversely both on the motives and the ..rnlidity of bo-:;h sets of claims. 



territories and in South Ge~rgio . Since 1941~ 4 i.~ United Kingdom 

has mointoined o number of' British oases in t.!·e Dependen:ies , 

the roll~ling being the baseo (~ither construct~d or re-establlohed) 

in the terr! torieA on whi<:h f\rgentino hos made enc1·oaclunents -

!
S~ndefJord E~y , Coronation Island (1945) 

C~pe Geddes 1 Laurie io~and (1946) 

Signy Islond (1~47) 

§:2uth Sh~tlnnd:~. - ~Port Foster , De:e;eption Islund (1944)9 · 

~Ldnirolty Bny, Ying George Island (1947) 

ond its 

f rc11ipelngoq_ 

~Port Loc~·roy , Palmer Arch.~.pelagc (1944) 

Hope .B3y 1 Trinity !'enir.,lLa (19!.. 5) 

btonirgton Ialond, Mo1•guerite E'ly (1946) 

I:::>rr:; Islrrnd, Debenn~1 r:: Islo"lds (1946)10• 

lrnentine Islonds (1947) 10• 

Duse 3ay, Trinity Peninsul~ (1953) 

Tht: United K.;..n3do'11 Governinent has sent ships to the South Slte'tila!:ds -

Graho1i.1 L'.'1d area every Antnr'!tic sum:11er since 1~41+ ; 01.d all t11e 

nbove Lnoco, rtltn the exception of those in Lourie IslaPd ond in 

the Debenhtvn Islands / heve been oc'!upiod ~i tner cont i rJuo1· s~ y or 

inter~ittently by Britis~ portius . A speciol o~gaPisotion , 
..... • ·.ne 

.l.''al.:....1£•..nd I_s}._oJl§..2. ~~~ridenci_fJ_s. _::}.U!'..Y.£;[1 was t'et up in 1945 to 

:•dninistcl' thece beses , together wit~ tnree o',hers in the South 

Or' .neys , and to superv.:se tneir wo1·k . Under its direction 

extensiV"e sur,.eys rmd exploroticns were carriAd out in the 

Dcpendencicc , includini ground 3urv~ys over large stret~hes of 

tht! Grsho n L'lnd peninsulo , and meteorological et3tions \'/ere 

/establinhed . 
----------- ----- ------- --- -·- ------ --·-
9. Hoadqua~tcro or Briti~~ Magistrates 1910-1930. 

10 • lluil t ri nJ occtJpied by the Britisn Groho!r Lo nd Exped 1 t ion 
l'.135-1937. 
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eqtcblisncd . Sovereignty w~s also dis~loyed in other woys 

as , for example , by tne appointnent of mogistratea, the issue ~f 

postc.ge dtanps , rind ti1e lodging cf protests bot.a loc.:olly and tnrougn 

the diplo no tic channel ng:anst encroachments by ChEean end 

Argentine parcies . Thus , tne United Kingdom Ooverruncnt ho~ nt 

all times to!~en 0:.1 sur;i1 steps as ler·e open tc !. t in tne cil·cLltl1-

<.?tonces to asse1·t and maintJin its title (:rnu sea furtae1~ lJelc,u , 

:r-erograph 34) . 

__ r..s§.!Lt!ria ' s_Fersistence in I:\.;r Pi·~+.ens.i..Q!lS t!? tne 
Fal.l:].ond 1§..1!3.l!.-l.f:l_D~WJd~rnci_~ __ ond ~ n he't' physkol 
-~,n_crojl_cfl!n~n~~-OE tt.e Sou.tll. C'rlmeya a. __ S.tb1.tl1 ShP.t:~ncl~ 

ar~ . .YN'hC 11 La::<! 11. 

32 . In 1941 .t.rgentina , wh.:r.n io the T)eriod 1925-l93e 1'1od put 

t'0r--.·mrd .ncinly "'Dper clai .ns, vmborl~ed upon a d1.,.flni ::e policy Jf 

encr~e'!nm .. mt in the So•.lt.1 Or' .n'3yf' , &outh SnP.tlonds end GrE.~icm 

Lana. . In that Yt3r the mt:.t~crolc..gi~ol stot:i on on Lul:J.'ic Islr-nd 

in ,,nc :;u:. t,i1 ::>:-l~neys Wils morined by J. rgentir:e pp_yal :personnel, 

:rnd the opening 01' a perrr.anen+. po~ t office :'... ~ th/3 Sout11 Or! 11e;, s 

w1.'& nnno.'nced j n l:rgftnt i:J<' and notified ~.i1rougn tne 1.ntel'.'nD tionol 

.1:">ostal 'Jnlon . 'lh~ fellowing year , t ne naval tra'nsnort Ir•l n.: ... •o do 

!.~oyc- w::in sent to Deception Ir-. l:rn~ tn tl1e ~o..it1 1 Snetl ond:J \mere, as 

ha1 o Jreoay b0en stated, it pointed the lrgentine colo~~~ on t~e 

walls of t!1e heL~or ''/halin._, Ocmp .. rny ' s fLcto.cy ll nd ae .. ,o:ii tee t :-. ~ 

not:i.ce cloimir1B oll l~nds orid de;nend€ncies between 250 3nd £80 34' 

Wero.t .vhic .• j s mentioned i'l par<:gropi1 .3 aboi:e , T11e shin t~en 

/·n oc eed eu 

---------------- - -- ---·----------~--

l l . As has e lread.y l)een mentioned (• nrngrop~is 3 3:-ld 26- 28 above ), 
.?.rgentina nos mt>d~ r 1?.flDer claim to ill the ~orri tories comprised 
in the i.~9J :.lond IsJ n:.as~epende1'cier: . She hes not ho11ever 
attempted to assert this claim in any ove1• t rrny r1i th reference to 
t.1e South 3and\71ch Islands or Souti1 Georgia . Tnese terri t0ries 
re not therefore .fartner mAntion3d herein , except in the 

Conclusions . 



P!'oceeded to Lambda Islond (!.Ielchioz' Group) in the .Fclmez· 

~rchipelogo Dnd erected n flag and beacon there . h yeor later, 

t<le hrgentine colours on ~ece tion Islond wc~l oLlitcrated by 

~ . M . s. CornGrvon Cnstle, end tne !rgentine oct of posoession 

\"IDS removed (prrngrsph 30 above) . On being so Jn.formed, thA 

h rgentine Foreign ~inicter repl~ed t~ot the t~gentine Govern

ment considurcd its clni•ns, "inherited f:•om Si:;ain", 12 • to be 

juutified. In a mcmorondwn of 15 .Febru~•ry , 194.3, tnA I i•gentine 

Government reof'~~irmca its pretensions tc· 011 Antarctic l ::incs 

and dependencies south of' lat1 tude 600 Sou ti. anJ. betwevn 

longi t11dcs 25° and 680 .3h ' ~est . It· also purported to "prot9st" 

against j•1risuictional ecto cnrried out by British orf4 ci3ls . 

The Uni i.ed l~ingdo:n Government , id s memorondl1m of 7 l~pril, 194.3, 

replied re::isserting the Bri tis11 ti .:lei:; . Meanwhile, t1.c Primero 

de Mr"yo wns engaged on <i second expP.dition t.o the Ant.arctic.. 

durin£5 which 1 t visi ~ed the Melchior Islonds and Port Loc1~ro:v 

ir the P:.ilmcr Arc.iipelogo , and Marguerite BElY further tc tne 

'501.:.th. •r11e oni~ th<:n i etu ... ·ncc; to Deceotion Isl£P1d iu the 

Sontll Si.iotlcncs , t.nci tht:re repainted the Argentine colours 

on the uolle of ~he ,fu2le f'cctcry. It ~oa after tn5s expedition 

t .!Clt t.1c United iane;dor1, d~spite its heavy c.>.nmitments in the ce~ond 

/r10rld 

------ ---------
12 . 

The territorieo concerned ~ere barely discovered ~, s oin 1 s 
d~y , ~nd tuen .1ot ry Spain (see pt•rngrr>phs 6 - 11 above) . Th.ey 
vcro nev~r part of cny Sparish do!"llinion. 



• 
. .,_; 

"IOrld war, initiated in 19l~ the programme of maintaining 

Eritish bases in the South Orkneys, Soutil Shetlands and Graho:n 

Land ~escribed in poregraph 31 abcve . 

::,3 • In 1947, •. ome 3 years ofter t!1e renewcl of tne :Ori ti sh 

programne of bases, the Argentine Cov~rrunPnt began a c~4~se 

of systematic encr?achrr.ent on the BritiE:h teJ.·r.:.t0rieu of the 

South Shetlands and l.traha.n l~nd. While continuir.g its 

meteorc.logical stc.tior at Laurie Island i"l the Soutn 0rknuYJ, 

i Ii proceeded to establish, as \1e] 2. as b. few emergency huto 

the ;ollowing ne~ Argect1ne poets l3 . 

Soutt jnetlands -

Gr~hr l'l" I.~nd 
-Snd""it.'! -
I\ '::'chi]J11leg"f! 

~Port Fo~ter, De~e~tjon ~slanc (1947) 

~:ialf Moon lslt1nd, Liv!ng~tC"ne Island (19; 

l
P~tter Cover, Ki~g ~e?r~e Jslard (1953) 

Harmony Cove, lielson IsJond (17541 

A~dlty ~euin~ula, King Geurp,e Island (195 

}Garrura Island, 1·aJmer : .rchipelogo tl947) 

~P&ra~iJe Herbour, D~r~o Coast (19~1) 

'B~rry Island, DeberuJ.am Is~anda (1951) 

Hopf" EGy , 'l'r j ni +.y Pen!:. '3ula ( 1951) 

L•1'1aee Isl"lnd (1952J 

Bri?lm~nt nove (:95~) 

PP.terma;i:1 Isla11d (1955) 

(:n the neighb0ur·nood of Vuhsel Bay (1955) 

Thes~ pnst:; a:-e oll within the Fall:li:>nd Is:.ends Deptmdcnci"!L ar.d 

in areas ~o,,ered. b:,• British activity as :>lreody d!:sc::ib~d . The 

very rece~t est~blishrnent of a nwnber of these A~gent1n~ po~ts 

epreors to £ore9hSQQW a rapid expansion of the present Argenti~e 

~ncroachm"'nts a11d violations of Bri tie11 sovere ip:nty. Protests 

ag~inst these violations and encroecr-nents have been lodged at 

Vtirioue datAA by the United Kingdom ~hroueh the diplomatic channel ,and 

/locally -----
l3. The United Kingdom Govern.nent are still engaged in investigating 
the most recent Argentine encroachment at Vohsel Bay in Cocts Land 
(see paragraphs 4, 14 and 15 above) where an Argentine po~t may 
have been established . 



locally by official3 of the B~itish Administra~-on in the 

Falkland Islands Dependencies. The Argentine GC'·1eL·nr~'3nt has 

nevertheless persisted in its policy of encroac~1ment, mo.intain.l:ig 

the above- mentioned posts , and repeu~edly mani£csting its 

intention to continue to disregard the United Kingdom' s prior 

and well established legal ti"tles to the Sout:1 Orkneys, Sout!l 

Shetlands and G1·ahum Land. 

-,/ • In tho opinion of the United Kingctom Goverrunorit, these 

Argt:nt.ine :J.ctc, taken together and related to tho complete 

absonce o'f: uny Argontir10 claim prior to 1925 or· !.937 , no tt>c case 

r.1ay be, ( depondi~g on the territory cor.0e .. ·ncd) > a11d tc -:hu 

previons complete Argentine "._ndifferencc to, anc'l even '"'ecognition 

•i' , the Di·itish claim , &re c.viden-::c of a quite rec)nt , deliberate, 

and ~cnsj~ared policy of infiltration on the p~rt of tho Argentine 

Government, directed by creating a scmblunce ~r fiction of 

Argentine sovereignty, ond to placing that Government in a 

position, uftcr a sufficient lapse of tim0, to nrguo that any 

previous British sovereignty had now been replaced 01· ovcrlai<i 

by Argon tine sovcroignt,y. In effect, thizi is n Policy of 11s'1rr1:101on. 

T,i1ai tod Relevance in Point of Law of T.!.'vents c..fter 1925 

in th.:: Case of the South Orkncys and after 1937 in tho 

Case of the Sou+h Shetlands nnd Gruhar.. Land. 

35. The acto of the PL"rtit;S a:fter 1925 in the case of' the 

South Orkneys and after 1937, in the case of the South Shetlunis 

and Gz·ahar.i Land uro of limi;;ed juridical .c<Jl~vance , for two 

1·casons. Fil·st , the d11:mutc crystallis.)d v:hon Argentino firsc 

asserted her claims , naTJ•Jly in or about 1926 in the case o:r 

tho South Orknoys , and in or· about 193 7 in the c P sc of the 

other two tol'ri torios; a:id according to well estu"ulished 

prin~iplcs of law , it is at ::.he dat.3 of cryotullisation that 

the rights of the pnrtics nre to be .:idjudgcd. The oubsoqucnt 

acto of tho Argentine GcYernment were clearly undertuken, not 

/as 
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as a genuine manifestation c= an ex!sting title, but with u view 

to trying to cruato ono and in order to improve. Arsontin~ ' s legal 

nosition. They aro not, thcrei·o~c, to bo taken into consideration 

(Minqui0rs and Ecrehos Caso I.C .J . Reports1 1953 , i.age 59). 

Secondly , oven if the United Ki:igdom had not proviously ucc .iirod 

u cood title, it undoubtod~y displayeu and 0xercisod 1t~ 

sovez•oignty in and in rog~rd to the South Ork1.oys, Souti1 Shotlanc,. 

and Grullom Lond during (at the latest) a pcriud rttrming - in '\ihe 

cuse or tho first nam1::d torri tory - from 21 ,Tuly, 1908 to 1925 

and aftor; and - in tli·; case of: the ct:!"le1• t\10 tor1•i tories - fror:i 

~l .ruly , 1908 , to 1937 and af'tt;r. 'l'hcref~re, '1·:!.te i:tt!epf'nd..;ntl.,r 

of its oarlior titlE;s , the U'1ited Kingdom had alre~dy in t:1eso 

pt<riods ectabl.Lshed as :iga :!1st Argenti no , an unimpeac!1able .. 1 tle to 

tho sovcr9ignty or these three territories. ~~cordingly , Argentina ' s 

ascertions of title to the South Orkney~ in 1925 and thereafter , 

and to the South Shetlands and Graham Land in 1937 a.1d the.a.'eflfter , 

wero, und always have beeu , illegal and invalid (.ri:nstern G1·ec:llanu. 

Caso (1953) Suries A/B 55 page 64) . Evonts subscQUO~t to 1925 

or 1937 , as the co.so r:iuy be, aro tl:us nrimarily roi.ovPnt for the 

purpose of ahowing that, in i'ace of the A~gentino pretensiomi , 

the Uni tcd Kingdom did not abundon, but ucti vely maintained , its 

tit1e'1 to tht, t~rritorios in questi r . This ts conclusively 

dernor.stratud in puragrapht 26 - 31 above . The United K1ngdom , by 

its continued displ1.1y of State Rctivity , by protests or counter

measures, which wore alway£ pr1mpt and evidence of the ~xercise 

of duo vigilance , by attempts to settle the dispute thiough 

diplc~atic negotiations , by actively seeking to bring the 

dispute to e.rbi t1· tion or judicia.L settlement ( soo paragraph 40 

below) , nnd by su'Lmi t.tinp; the present Application to the Court , 

hr.a c·wrgutically prosccutea its case , uohold its novel'eignty, 

and m, intuir.ed i tr. rights and t~ tleR. 



)Tho Jm•isprudonco of' I·-:.~crnnU onal Tribu-n:i.o Negatives 

the Ax•gontine CloiJllS and Suorortc:~hC' 

United KtPsdom's Titles 

36. ThH jurisprudence o:f intE;~nntionc..l tt'ibuni:tls ·ooth 

nogutives the Argentine clHims ~md supports the legal titles of 

the Uni t ud Kingdom, more e&pecially tho awardc and judg::Ln-:;s 

in th•~ following v;t}ll-known c~ses -

The Island of P~lmas (1928) 2 R~pLrta of Internutional 
Arbitral Awards , 831; 

Clipperton Island (1931) 2. Reports of Intornnticnal 
Arbitral Av:urd.s, 1105; 

Logal Status of Ee.stern Greonlo.i1d P933) St:.H•ios 11/B 55: 

Minguiers and Ecrei1os I. c. J . Reports , 1953 r . l•7· 

37. These mod....:rn cases of high authority , nAgativo complotuly 

any A:r•gontine claim based on a.llegod historic grou."1ds of title 

dcrlving :from succession to suuposcd titlos dcquirP.d by Spai::i. 

Apn·t from the fact th::i.t 1 on the evidence , no or::.ginJ.l Sp&11iPli 

titles can be estcblishod at all (see footnote to paragraI-h 32 

ubovo) , the I blond o_f. Palmo.s Case ( pnge 81i6) und the Clipner"ton 

I!=!lf.nd Caqo (page 1109) cloo.rly shew that. any s:ich ein:rly Spanish 

ti tlon could not prevail to-du.y ngaimrL 10ng continuod B::.~i t.;.sh 

{Ucploy ~.nd oxcrcis0 of sov0relgnty. Again, ev-'m if it werFJ 

pocc:;il k to opply the doctrine of geographic 1 contiguity to 

iolundo distant soi:tc 400 rriles , or to u separate continent distant 

some 500 miles, from Argentine t.erri tory, the Islnnd of PalmE s 

CE se (pageo 854-855 , 869 ur.d 870) nogutivos cor.mlotoly filly 

ArCTentine cl~im based on so-called geographical grou.~a~ of t~tle, 

and clenrly layG dc\-m that they could not prc:voJ.l a~ainst actual 

a~splay ond exercise of sovereign"ty. It hus also been suggested 

on 1'chi:::U' of AJ.• ontina that she never recognised Fri tish sovereigrty 

ovor tho Dooendoncios. Ign0ring f0r pretwnt purposes tho question 

nhuthor tho r0cognition of other StAtes in no0ossary for the 

ucc.iui:;it ion of titlA,, an!l if so in wh·1 t circumstanctd , it 

sui'fices her•e to recall the. faets related in par•ugruph 24 ( 2) 

/above 



above , wl!ich establish Argentina ' s acquiescence in and rocognition 

Of the Bri~iuh claims to those territo1ies. But in uny ev~r.t the 

~astern Greonland C&t:ie (page E1) Md tho Minouicrs and EcrotoE C~::ie 

(poge 06) clearly stow that an,_v r"'ailvre by Argontinu to recogniso 

t.he B!·i t i sh e;luims would not have altered tl'e cha1•actor and 

effects of th~ :RI i ti sh Letta:•s Patent , or of t"'lo cth n• British 

le&1~1ot1ve und adllli~istratjve acts , ~s manifostutiona of B~itjah 

SOYOreignty. 

38 . A+. tr.(;) s<;imij t.fr .. o , the above- montionod leading cast>s , r.n the 

o:;her !1und .Jhow nonclusively thnt alJ. recognized ,iurid .. ;a:'. gr0unas 

c ::,rongly S'tpport t"1e claimg of' the... Ur.i ~"a i Kinf;dum> and 1nt ·,.hoce 

of A .... gentina. Thus , th<.? Island rif' Po.lmos Cnse (pu15e 870) c"'ld the . ---
Clinnerto;. :slnnd C'lse (pb.ge 1110) i "'ldicate thut tt.P B1 i t1.sh ta!~ing.:i 

of .vosaensj on doscril,ed in pnrclg1·a~hs 6 - 11 of th.J pr..:so:it 

AP. licat:;..on crec; ted in~ ~ial Eri ti sh titles m:pe ... ·ior to any 0!' 

Al"gor .. ti111i ' s protel"P.ed historical or gooa:t•:.ipoict.l titles . '~he 

Island 01· Pa:w~Case (paga~ 138 - 040 ·~d 867), E9.s~~rn ~roenlunu 

Case ( Pfl~e.::: 5:>, 54 and 63) and Mj.nquicrs '.lrd. Ecr0l:os Case (at page 

65) non\.::t.usivo:y show tnai; to- day , in .;ase cf dispU'ttl , tee r,ri1iur;; 

t est of t-0veroignty -i.R ti~o a..:t..ial display l•nd oxercic:.t:l of' t!.e 

functions Jf a S'ta~o in end in regard to tho diGp..ited tor~it(ri~o 

c.ur-1.l'lg t.r.o relevant periods. In tho presel'l'.; crne, it i~ evident 

from thu fa~tr:- sut out in the preocnt Anpllcntion that it is the 

TJnited Kingdon, nnt A1•go.ntin9. ~;h:!.c.;h has disp1o.ycd anc.". e;x0rcisn.l 

tho function oi' a State in :::•ega.rd to the 301.it!l. Orkney a , Sout~ 

Shetlands ann Graham Land. $rld especially during the doci~ivo 

periods immediately yrc~ceding the ~:-iticnl dri'tes, ti.at is ~he 

period up to :925 in the case or the So ·th Orkneys , nnd up to 

iq37 in thR case rf the other two territories. 

39. The U.nitoil. Kingaom, in its pleadings . will refer with great~r 

particularity to tho numerous passages in tao four abovc-montioned 

leading cases and in order authorities which support its titles 

to sovereignty over the Falkland Islands Dependencicn. Although 

/tho 
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the present Application is necessm•ily preli:nino..ry in character , 

the special circumatai1ceG appe::u· to justify drl.wing attention t.o 

tho jurisprudence or tho f'ou~· lou:.ling cases ao an indication o1' 

how solid aru the lugal ba;;;es of the British titles 11nd how devoid 

o'!: any foundation the A1·gcntine pretensiono. 

Acccptanco of the Co1u·t ' s Jurisdiction in th~ CRsc 

40 .. Tho Uni tod Kingdom , having :.•egard to the long period during 

which Britir:.!1 sovoreignty has bo0n effectively oxer·cioed in and 

in regard to the territories or the Falklond Islands, would be 

justi!'ied in tu.king strong measures to pnt on end to Argentln..i ' s 

•::mcr·oachmonts on the So..ith Orki1eys , Sou~h Shc".:la.1us and Grahrun 

I.and. l4 Fi2·mly believing in the pacific set-clement of' ill.cnut~s 
among nations 1Jy judicial procedm:es ar.d on ~ne basis 01' law , 1 t 

has pre:fr.1·r•Jd , \7hen negctiations ~roved frui ~less , to seek ·;o have 

its dispute ·with tho Republic of Ar,s-ert.inc. rcg:.irding tl.os(J 

territorios eu1~itt~d to t~e International 0ourt or other i~dicial 

or a1•bi"t1•nl t1•ibwirl . Thus , in Notes of 17 Decomber , 1947, tl-.;J 

Unitod Kingdom Government invited Art_1entina , and Chile tv whom CJ 

soparritc invitation Vl3Bscnt;. to chellengc ~hv Bri1,ish titl6.J to 

novorcirrnt:v by invoicing tho jurisdiction 01 the Int('rnational Cc...urt 

of Ju:::ttce , vrhic.:h tho Uni tod Kingdon ·uould -4;hen acc0pt. Argontina , 

in n Noto of 28 .fonuai·y, 1948, repliej t'? the uffcct that she wa. 1 

convincGd of' tho unqucs"::ionable i·ights of herself and Chile over the 

disputed a1·ear.; •
15 

and that it wo1'.ld be ;.rong for her to appear 

/before 

14. F'orciblc ttction had in :fact to be talcen in une caso (namely 
at Docoption Isl.and in 1-'ebr\.ary , 1953), v1!1en a particularly flagrant 
attempt vms made to <)rec+. an Argentine hut actually \-:'i thin thq 
precincts of the existing (a~d occupied) British base on that island. 

15. This can only increasa the dubious char'lcte1· oi' the Ar~cnfiine 
pretension~; , ciPco the Argentine. and Chilean claims conflict over 
·~he most impo1•tant part of the ground. Bovh could not oe valid ev1:1n 
if 1.:11 the1' were . 



beror~ ~he Court in the position of a Stato rogueeting what 

alrnudy belonged. to her. The United Kingdom r eno·.1od its off.'c!' 

to go before tho Court in Notes of 30 April , 1951 and lb Fcbru~ry , 

19:53. without , however , obtaining a favotu·able rct:iponse :from tr.e 

Republic vf A::gentina. Aq the continuance cf the ulsputc c0Lc~rning 

tho sovereignty cl territor~es of the Falkland :Glnn1s Dopondencies 

necessarily tnrca+,ons to impair tr .. e existi.rg fr'"'.ondly rolat.:.0:1a 

retwoon ·11ho two CtJU.ltries, ~he Uni tod Y.ingdom uc.!C:.rcn::;cd a :ft.:rther 

Noto ·( o Argentine <..in 21 December , lJ5lL invi tlng !1.or jc.i "1tly v;ith 

tho Uni tod ;angac'fll to refer too dispu+.o to an ir1uc1i')on6.ont nd ~ oc 

ar1,itral tribunql. Cn :,he same date , :h(;j lrnitec.. Ko!_ngdc.:t nd<L."t:E:sed 
16 an 1dentic Note t.::> Chile . Noit!.0r of thcGu ccuntrics, hcvrover, 

has thougt...t l'it +o ac~11pt t:1e united K~rigC::m ' " riropr;sa:l , nnd the 

Argentine 0o\ et-nment has in the mcanti mo sent u"'l exped1 ti1;n to 

V'lh Bel Ba.y in l'oat a T"~r.d - a fact0r so recent thnt t.r.. U1.ite;d 

.dngJom GvVC:'!.'nucnt bi..: no~ yet hac" time t,c lr.·nstigate it . 

41. T~ie tiri ",ed Kingdom, in 1.ts NoteE of 21 Decorrb• r l.1s'!: , statc;id 

t:1 ut i.1 tht> t.vont. of A:::·gentina (c:· eqnal1y C,iUc) fuili~1g to accept 

as m ... £'!1C be opon tc ;'.t to cb"'rin an udjudicht.wn of l to 1.;,gu.l 

rig~1ts . On'J 0:f tho steps open i o the u.11 tc·u Kine,d.:.,m is ; o 

b1•i1 .. g tt~ aibputo befor...: "..hP. CC'urt b.t a ur.i.lutu=.:c.l App"!.1c·1tion 

undeY- art.:.c~C: 40\1; of t.1e Statutu and Art ie.le 36(2) 01· t'1e .h.vles , 

a .. 1d, as i1.cli.!oto1. .i.n t:-arag1·at.;~1 1 a·o0ve , it is thin proce.iu:-;; which 

42. '.I.he Um.toil. Kingdom Govern-.Km~. thoruf'ore . declu1os ~t.at it 

h 3reby su'"vmt ts tc th~ ju:isdictioTl of tm~ Court fo:· t:1e nurposes 

of the l!aso 'uferred to the C0urt in the prose::it A.ppl.!.cat.:on -

(for th'3 prec~se ccope of this su~mission , tee ~ootnote 1 to 

paragraph 1 n~ove . The Argentine Government hua not , so far as 

/the ------------------------
16. While tho present 11.policotion ~- s of' cource , 1.'ormally , quite 
separate from th0 concurrent application in respect of Chilo , 
the fact that ther~ are also Chilean pretensions rAlate to the 
South Shetlands - Graham Land area , and of oquully 0r evon more 
recent date has u significance that crumot bo over•looked. rt is 
a cloar case of tv:o rival and incompatible attempta to oust and 
usurp the logitir.!ate sovereignty of the United Kingdom. 



the United Kingdom Gover1unent ~G aware , yet f~le~ any declaration 

accepting the Court 1 s jurisdict.:.on, either geaor ally il""'laer Article 

36(2) of the Statute or specially ;_n the present C"'fl~· The 

Argentine Government , which has freq_uent~y exp·.· eased i ~s adherence 

to the principle of judicia:i. sett:i":lment of jnternational disput.i<Js , · 

is , however , 1 egally qualified to subm:U. to tho ~'...l.:'irtd.iction of th~ 

Court in this case . Consequentl:i, , ·1pon notification of the 

present Appl.:.catior. to tho Republic cf Argentina by tho Regis~r~~ 

in accordance vii th the Rules of Court, the Argentine Cove.:·nm6nt , 

under tho settled jurioprudence of the Ccurt, can tttke tho .wt.essary 

steps vo that end . and thereby cause the Court ' s Jl.lrisdi~tion in 

tho cas 1 to be consti ti1ted irJ. respect of both ?arti6" · 

il3. The United Ki"'lgdom Govern:..1ent foun~s ~h~ jurisdictjon of the 

Coul't 1.m '!ir.~ foregoing c?nsi1erat!.ons and on Article 36(1) c.f the 

Court ' s Statute ; and asks that a c~~Y of tho present hpplicat i on 

he t.t:ansr.ii tted to the Gove:nnrr:ent of A..:'gentina in nccordar.cf! -.11th 

Article 33 of the Rules of th~ Court , and to nll members of th0 

United Nations 001d ether states entitled to appeur bofcrE- the 

Com·t , under Article 3h of the said Ruka. 

l~h · The at ti tuclc cf tho Argentine Goverrunent in thi., ca Ge has 

compelled the Unit~d Kingdom to take ~he initiative in placing the 

n:utter before the Court , and therefor..! ir. ~ffei:. t to appear as 

~pnlicont . The United Fingdom Gove1nment neve~thelAns wishes to 

mako the t'Ullest rescr·;ations on 'the question c£ the onus of proof 

of title. It consid"!rs that the manifest p ... •iority in time 01· :.he 

'q1·itish pof.lsession vf the territories , dating back to re11 iods 

va::-ying be+.wcen 110 e.nd 180 years ago , and the complett. absence 

du.1•ing virtuelly the \':holA of those periods , until a quite r'3cent 

date , of any ac c~. vi tie b of' a sovereign character , other than 

British , in the territories , is indicative of a self- evident 

British title , which it is 1'or any country chullengin3 that t i t l e 

to rebut . 

: -~r 



Th~ Clai~s of the United Kingdom Government in the CaStl · 

45. Tho Oover·rur.~mt o:f the United Kingdom , in submitting 'this 

application to the Court , accord:.ngly claims :-

(lJ th~t by reason of historic Brit!sh diaco\eries of 
certain tJrri toriee. in the Jmtarct.,.c, cmd sub-Antarctic ; 
l:;y i'"abon or the long-continuouti and peacvful disp:!.ay 
of Brlttsh soverc..iernty from the a.ato or those <liscov01iP.s 
onvra":'ds .!.n , and ln r egard, to the torr".torios concerned; 
oy l'l'Jaso;i of the incoroor ation vf' these ~e:.rit~>riuo i"l 
the dominions or th& British Crow11: b ;v- vir•tuc of ";h'Jlr 
formal constltution in the Royal Leti;ers Fetcnt of 1908 
and 1917 a~ the Br~tish PossuPsion cal~cd tho Falkl~nd 
Island.:> Derentlenc::.'.7s ; the U'r1i tdd Kingdom possesd·;'1 • and 
ut all n P1.crial a.ates has -;:>os:::essed , the S07Cl''3 •.gnty 
o .. er the ton•i torioti 01· the ";1•1Lrland Islonci.! T)ep"Jndonc.i..st , 
ani in rarticular to the Sou+.n Sandwicli Islur.-ts , Sot.th 
C.:eorgia , the South Or'meys , South Shetlundc t nrll.1em LaPti 
end ColitE. :Lt..nc"., 

(2) that the ~egal titles lf the Unitvd KingGon t0 th~ 
F~lkland I8:and~ D3pend~ncies , a~d i"l particu:~r tu tne 
Scuth Si=m..twlci.1 Isl'1l1ds , South Cecrgia thv S:n.th Orkni;;:ys , 
8outh 8heclan<ls , Grahem Lar.d t..ne. Cc!lts LRnd , aro , UI"d at 
a 1.l ma.te!'ial dat<:is have been! supt:ric,:.• to the cL•ims of any 
oth•Jr State , t-<nd in Pa!·ticular to thoi::e of the Ren"Jb lie 
of Argontina. · 

(3) ti.H'\. ..:.n cond:nuc.lce , the P!'eteni;jo,1c. c:..f the Rcpublit. o:' 
A1·rrenti'1a t) t ho So' th c:lar~w;_ch lsJands , So lth Cieorg~ c.. , 
'vhe .3outh OrJrnc:y s , ~outh Sb:e:tlands , Gr'1h'1!r, La:id und Cc'lta 
·,,·,nd, Md her or1cr0acnment s and p.•utendcd net!-! of 
HOVtrc1gnty in chose ter·i torie ~ lru . unr'ior in~ern11tional 
lav• , il 1.oe;u: and invc.l:' c.. 

4C. Th(' Goverw.~cnt of +.ho Un).ted Xingdom , thPref"ore 
1 

us!cs the 

Cou~~ tu ~oc!a~~ -

~ l) thi:t tht. Ur1i ted Kingdor . • us again.;t the ~ep..iblic of 
Al·gt.-ni..ino. , possc~soR, ana a~ ftll rn&.to:. :!.al dn.t~~ has posaess 
rnlid ~md Jubr:.::.stinc \ccal titlfl~ to the sovo1 ~ig:ity over 
.c.ll tLe t(.:nri+.o:-ies ccmp1·ised in tl.~ F9.lkltlnd Talone.~ 
ropondon~iee , ~nd in porticu1.a~ S~uth Su4dwich Iclannn , 
rou":h G1Jo":"g.:t.. , t;,e 8..:mth 0 ... •kneys , ~o..ith Shotlan:::a, vraham 
Lnnd an~ C0ats L~nd; 

{2) ;;hat ·1.ht. pretensions l')f thu Rep·.ihl'!.c of A1·gom;ina to 
thv territori~R coreprtsc1 in th~ FaJkJana Iblan~~ 
:.Xp:'JwtonciPs , and j n part.'l~ular South Sanc1wich IslanJs , 
~011th G1.·crg..:.n , 'tho South Urkneys, Soutl". S~1ot~ands , G1·aham 
Land and 0oats :::iund , f'nd her encroe.chr:ien ts an:l vr c)ter.de<l 
~~t~ of sovereignty ~n or relative to any of tho3o 
tcrritorivs are , under i nternational la~ , illegal and 
1nvn:!.id; 

/(3) 
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(3) that tho Republi c· of k•ge~tina is bound to respect the 
United Kingdom ' s sove!~ig!lty over the terl'itories comprised 
in the Falklo.nd Islands Dependenciec 1 ond 1.n p..ix•"ticular 
Sout h Sandwich Islandc , South Georgia , the 51,uth O.rkneys, 
South Shetlands , Graha.'Il Lana and C0ots Land, t;o ceaoc 
hc1• pl'etcnsions to exe.L·cize sovereignty i!"'l c.1.• relative to 
those territories and, if called on by th~ united Kingdom , 
to withdruw f r om them all 01· :my A:;t;o::tino pnrsonncl and. 
equipment • . 

I nave the :1011our to b.3 , Si'.i'.' , your 

o;,edient oorvunt 

(G .G. FITZMAURICE) 

Agent for th<J G..:>Vul'nmf')ni. of 
the United ~ingdo~. 
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F3/44 . 

y..__ /<( ~rt, 

OFFICE or THE HICH COMMISSIONER 

FOR THE UNITED KINCDOM, 

CAPE TOWN. 

/OMarch, 1955. 

With reference to Mr. Snelling' a letter No. F3/44 of' 
the 10th February about foreign encroachment in the Antarctic, 
I have been asked to let you know that early this year a Chilean 
party established a base at Pendulum Cove on Deception Island in 
the Falkland Islands Dependencies. Thia new base is only five 
miles from an existing United Kingdom base at Whalers' Bay on the 
same island. It was f'onnally inaugurated on the 18th February 
by the Ch11ean Minister of Defence, T1ho has been viai ting the 
Antarctic. 

2. The United Kingdom Ambassador, Santiago , has formally 
protested to the Chilean Government. 

3 . The Unio High Com:niesioner in London has been in.formed. 

J~~ 
(~Lt"!-~) 

D. D. FORSYTH, ESQ. , 
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL /U'FAIRS , 
PARLIALIE~T STREET, 
GAPF, TO IH . 

D&T 

{)wd'~. 

)}" I 



' 

DET 

r 

'1'~ $'~~ 

l W4 SNHLIHG 
{f-- /&.... /l.:,p?- 6'.,,.... ...;,.u;._) 



• 

• 

Y~~~ 
t\. W. SNFl LlNG {r ~ /,(~ ~o-.~i e~ 

DET 



F3/44 

SECRET 

OFFICE OF TUE HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FOR THE UNITED KINGDOil, 

CAPE TOWN. 

/OM.arch, 1955. 

Paragraph 5 of the memorandum on Antarctica enclosed with 
Sir John le Rougetel ' s letter No. F3/44 of the 21st December , 1954, 
indicated that the United Kingdcm Goverrunent intended to submit Applica
tions covering Argentine and Chilean encroachments in the b'alkland 
Islands Dependencies to the International Court of Justice about the 
1st February if replies had not been received by about the 20th January 
to their recent notes to Argentine and Chilean Goverrunents. 

2 . Preparation of the Applications has unf'ortunately been delayed. 
Since no replies have been received, and the indications a.re that when 
replies are forthcoming they will both be negative, the United Kingdom 
Government now intend to submit the Applications to the Court as soon 
as possible before the middle of March. 

3. The Applications ask the Court to declare that the United 
Kingdom possesses legal titles to the sovereignty of the territories of 
the Falkland Islands Dependencies and that all encroachments are illegal. 
They set out at some length the bases of United Kingdom claims by virtue 
of discovery, annexation, occupation, recognition by other Goverrunents, 
action token to reject Argentine and Chilean pretensions , etc . No 
reference is made to the Sector pr nciple (which of course the United 
Kingdom upho1d) since the Applications can be quite suitably based on 
the above grounds without reference to it . 

4. In. view of the previously expressed attitudes of the Argentine 
and Chilean Governments it is in fact unlikely that the case will ever 
be heord by the Court, but the Applications will of course be circulated 
to Members of the United Nations in accordance with the Court's normal 
procedure . The Applications have therefore been given something of the 
character of manifestos and contain material of a type which would 
nonnally be reserved for written memorials submitted at a later stage in 
the proceedings . 

5. Owing to the delay in preparation, the Applications are only 
now assuming final form and to meet the timetable indicated above must 
be printed as soon as they are ready. In these circur.1atances it has 
not been possible to send out copies of the drafto,but copies 
of the Applications in their final form will be cent to you as soon 
as they are available . 

6 . The Union High Commissioner in London has been informed. 
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Teleoraphlc Addrot.,· 
"OPPOSITELY, LESQUAA!:, LONDON:' SOU TH Al'ltlCA HOUSlt, 

TAAl'ALQAA 8QUA1tlt, 

UNION 01' SOUTH AP'AICA, 

Aifa.:t. I JJ 

NTVA~K1 

---
I send you the only copy received of the 

T\1enty-Eighth Annual Report of the CoI!ll!littce of 
ona ement of the Ocott Polar Research Institute and 

the hudited Accounts of the Institute for the year 
1953/4. 

&.Y.~~ 
4,?ol:tical oecretary . 

LO NOON , W. C. 2. 

1955. 



'•i.. 
19/00/2 

il IL 

17th Februa17, 1955. 

THE SECRET.ARY FOR EXTERNAL APFAIRS. 

I ocnd you th~ only copy received of the 
!r\enty-Eighth Annual Report of the Committee of 
management of the Scott Polar Research Institute and 

the Audited Accounts of the Institute for the year 
1953/4. 

I 
-r Poli tice1 Secretary. 



F3/W.U 

I y't 

OFFICE OF THE HICH COMMISSIONER 

fOR THE UNITED KINCDOM, 

CAPE TOWN. 

I 0 February, 1955. 

With reference to my letter io. F3/44 of the 4th 
December, 1954, about Argentine encroachment in the 
Antarctic, I have been asked to let you know that on 
the 17th January the Argentine Chief of ~aval Operations 
announced that a new Argentine Antarctic base was being 
established at 78° South and 390 West. Thie is i."'I Vaheel 
Bay at the foot of the Weddell See. in the .Pel kl and I elands 
Dependencies. The United Kingdom Ambassador~Buenos 
Aires has formally protested to the Argentine Government. 

2. The Union High Commissioner in London hos been informed. 

D. D. FORSYTH, ES , 
DEPART .IBNT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 
PARLIAMENT STREET, 
CAPE TOWN. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

P(55)3 

Previouc Ref: P(54).11 

POLAR. QUf.1M :C.'l'._TJ!)E 

MINUTES OP ANTARCTIC PLACE NAMES COMMITTEE 

I I attach for the information of members of the 
Conuni tteo the Minutes of a meeting of the Antarctic 
Place Names ~ommittce (APC(55) 1st Meeting) held on the 
~th January 1955. I can make available the A.P.c. papers 
i•e1'e1• ... ~ed to in the Minutes should members wish to see 
them. 

If members wish to mo.ke any conunents on the 
proposals contained in the Minutes, I should bo 
grateful if they rrnuld communicate them to me by the 
10th February, after which date concurrence will be 
assumed . 

(Signed) Basil Greenhill 
Secretary, 

Polar Corranittee . 

Commonwealth Relations Office , 
Downing Street. 

Jr. Februury, 1955. 
' 

Item 1 . Points nrisinv out 01· u1nui;ea or J.Gl:J't r .. t3e t.J.UK 

The Chairman reported thn.t ull the recomnendntions rnnde at 
the meeting held on Morch 1 a, 1954, hr!d been ofi'icially approved 
by the administrative authorities concerned, Cllld the final 
decision:.> had been circulated. As n rosul t more than 160 ner1 
o:fi'icinlly approved place-n:unes \'/ere now nv£\1loble, nnd nef'.rly 
200 unwanted ncJnea had beoz, re~ccted. One South Georgia nmne 
(Hesteoletten or Moraine Plnin) hqd been referred by the Colonial 
Office to the Mngis trnte in South Georgia . His comments •uere 
still awnitod. 

The Cormnittec took note or pcpers APCi.24)10, 11, 15 and 23 . 

Item 2 . ltecting of' AustPali~n Cornt:littec on Antarctic No.mes 
l iU>C( 5lj)16) 

The Chnirmnn th~ked 1.!.r . Jackel :Car making uvailnblo the 
Australian Committee's p~pers . He thought thnt their circulation 
in this country 11;:ta most vnluable, ~d 1·1ould enourc a common 
policy on Antarctic plnoe-nnmes . 

/The Secretar~ 
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CONFIDE IAL 

APC(55) 1 ot Meet in Cl' 

ANTARCTIC PLACE-NAMES CO~~iITTEE 

Minutoo o:f' Meeting at the ForeiFn Of'1'icc 
on Wednesday, January 5, 1951"; a.t 2. 30 p . m. 

Present: -

Sir Gerald Fitzmaurice 
(Chairman) 

Ur. M. Aurouoseau 

Mr. R. ,~ . R . vc:mt 

Dr . v . !,; . Fuchs 

l.ir . B.J. Greenhill 

l~r . G • .A. Joclrel 

Comr.u>Jlder Alun Jones 

Miss J . E. Thomno 

Dr . B. B. Roberta 
(Secretcry) 

Foreign Of:t'ice 

Permanent Committee on 
Geographical Names 

Colo11ial Off'ice 

Falkland Iolande Dependencies 
Scientific Bureau 

Commom1eal th Helations Of'i'ice 

~ustralinn Department of 
External Aff airo 

Hydrogrnphic Depc>..rtment, 
.Adrnir,,,.1 ty 

Reaeo.rch Dep~rtment, 
Foreign Office 

Research Dt;pnrtr. ent, 
:Por eign Ofi'ice . 

Apologioo i'or r~bsence were received from Mr . J:.1 . H . Corner, 
Nori Zenlo.nd Dopor•tmont of External Af'f'a.irs, and Mr . J . M. Wordie , 
Roy~l Geographicul Society. 

The Chairmnn, in opening the meeting, ~1elcomed the new 
representntiveo or the Commonwealth Relctions Of'f'ice nnd 
Auotr~lian Dopnrtmont or External Af':fnira. 

Item 1 . Points o.risinj;! out of' Minutes of le.st Meeting 

The Chnirman reported thnt all the recomnenda.tions mnde nt 
the meeting held on Murch 1 a, 1954, hnd been officially approved 
by the administrative uuthori ties concerned, nnd the i'inal 
decisions had been circulated. As n result more thnn 160 new 
oi'i'icinlly npprovcd plnce-n~es rtero no1·1 nvailnble, nnd ner.rly 
200 um1antod nrnaco ho.cl beor; re~ccted. One South Georgie nmr.e 
(Heoteoletten or Moraine Plain) had been referred by the Colonial 
Ot'fice to the Mngistrate in South Georgia. His comments \'/ere 
still a.waited. 

The Cormnittee took note of papers .APC(5~)1o, 11, 15 and 23 . 

I tom of Australian Committee on .Antnrctic Nnmes 
ii.PC 

Thu Chnirmnn thnnked Mr . Jackel f'or m!:lkinu available the 
Australian Committee's pcpcrs . He thought thnt their circulation 
in this country was moot valuable, c.Jld woul<l ensure u common 
policy on Antarctic pl~ce-names. 

/The Secretc.r,r 



both Britiah nnd .rlmerico.n parties had VfOrked in this nren, all the 
prop~als had been discussed and provisionally agreed with the 
Unitea States Advis ory Committee on .Antarctic Names. Tr.a intro
ductions to the papers recorded others who had been consulted in 
thoir preparation . The propoaals themselves were compromieios 
botv1ecn m~ny coni'licting points of view. It had not been possible 
t o satisf'y everyone completely, but agreed names •1ere urgently 
needed. 

'l'hore was aomo diocussion c.b mt the proposed name "The 
Gullet" in APC( 54)20, p . 7-8 . Commander Jones snid that 'Gullet' 
was ~ good descriptive term but technical correctness required that 
a specific nrune should be adcled, e . g . "Lc.ubet Gullet", in order to 
distineuish this feature f'rom others of the same type . In his vieVI 
it wns irnport~t t J do this \"/hen an official name W:::LS being Given 
for the first time, even if an nbbreviatod variation came into 
oonmon use l~ter . 

Dr . Fuchs snid that this pnrticulnr feature was unique in 
west Graham Land, '.mu that the ncldi tion of n specific ncme would 
not clarify the locality. The name had arisen naturally and had 
become well established in looal use . 

Mr . Bent sugr-ested thnt, Whilst it was generally desirable to 
propose a compound nnmc, it should be p oss ible t o make exoeptions. 
If nnmes wvre too nrtificial, they would not bo adopted l ocally. 
He proposed thu t "The Gullet 11 should be treo teJ. :..;s an exception . 
This ~1as nr..rrecd. 

The Comnittee recommended thc.t the proposals in Al'C(5lr)2C.-22, 
as runended by .APC(55)1 , be uccepted. 

Item 6. Plnce-names in King George VI Sound (APC(54)18 and 12) 

Dr . l>uchs so.id that, \71 th enc exception, the name.a of all the 
members oi' the British Grnh:un Land Expedition, 1934-37, had been 
proposed i'or features oither in M:irguerito Buy or King George VI 
Sounu; but tho.t of Dr . Rober t3, Vll1o v1na o. member of thqt 
e.xpeclition, had been omitted . He proposed that Dr . Rob~rts' nrune 
should n o\7 be o.pplieC. to the ice piedmont in north-e1.stern 
Alexander Lnnd. This \las agreed. 

The Conunittee recommended thnt the proposals in APC(54)18 
nnd 19, !lB amended by APC(55)1, be c:ccepted. 

Item 7 . Gazetteer of: South Georein (APC(54)24) 

The Secret~ry onid thnt this pnpor hnd been 
request 01· the Governor o'f: the Fc.lklnncl Islnncls . 
the pl~ce-nruncs which had so far been of':f'iciolly 
South Georgiu . 

The Committee took note of :pn;per JJ'C(54)2l~ . 

Item 8 . Other business 

prep~red nt the 
It contnined all 

accepted in 

The Secretory o.i:JkeC. whether there \IQ:.> any oh jcction t o 
publishing u note in such periodicals ns the NorVlesiun Whnling 
Gczettc, mentioning the Committee onu requesting informnti cn 

/ab cut 
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f /ill rt}.. . • 

FOR THE UNITED KINCDOM, 

F3/4J~ . 
CAVE TOWN . 

SECID;T. ~-6 January, 1955. 

7J~ It~ ~~-Ii~ 
\/111 you plcaae refer to poragroph 2 of my 

letter :No. 1"3/44 o'f" the 18th August , 1954, tbout 
Antorctica, in which 1 t was reported that Ministers 
had agreed to an incl"ease in United Kingdom activity 
in the Falkland Island Dependencies? 

Hone of' the four intereoted Commonwealth 
Gove1•nments having indicated any objection to our 
proposals , we are accordingly pl"Oceeding uith our plans 
as outlined in the Hcmorandum enclosed with this letter . 

A copy of the J:emorandurn has been passed. 
to the Union High Corrrnissioner in London. 

D.D . FORBY'£H, ESQ. , 
DEPARTl$NT OF EXTEH.HAL AFFAIRS, 
CAffi TOWI . 
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n · n .... 1. ... •• t.: • h 
. 

o •r..:t t d K!n clam 
., • .ll"::lcu-1d I l 'Jl J.~,, no. l'ioing 
l-= f ,11...,·:·: . 

2 . ':'h . .OhoD::J, 'l u ... =.lln v 
rm•\; . ~-Sn.di ch ~ <p ... d..:.. t.ion 
l"h rt ,l'Cd I'U. h .. r NOI•\; .gi Jl 
.. •or u::> c in u turu .... ::; on · i 
h s O.l'l' ... Vl.d in London .:me" i..., 
d..iy..; . 

h ~ti • .; u.,1,;d by the I.nglo
t'l 'J. on 1 ~udc L::...nd , h· .... vr... ~n 
C'Hno1•.. : .• nd un option to purchase 
in cour.o of n"' oi.iution. She 
<...>..--pvctua to ::>uil \'i thin cl f'mr 

) . Thu .·hip id tn bw u ... ~n to l.t U!J two n .. ·r 1 .. sco .in the 
Fc.llcland I.;lund Di.;p1;,ndunc1u... . Onv of 1111 • ..:o.., i .... to be on 
,,;nv·or~ r.;lnncl, ·u-.d its pu1·po .... u iu 110 mu.ko ... dv i.nllod cxcminc.tion 
of' s 11"h 1~ir.1.;r•c.l du:po..;.:.t...: ..... ; thL.1'{; n .... y 'ti ... thi..:1·0 ; the d~cond 
is poo.·i ly to 1 u .i.11 thu .::tm· mu1·.i. t ... r,c.y i'J'ua, pr1.,.;fo1·0.bly c.t 
the old r·.i.. tish G:rahrun L::-.nd l]Xp.Jdi t.:.011 buno o.t the Dc:bcnhan 
Islando 01• .. t Stonin""'ton Isl...nG.. 

4. ..:h ..,i tuation i , hou~Ncr9 n.J."1 1 l<"t.t\..d y th .. f'uct that 
the llORSEL i: not c. r·iti 1h 1h.i:p and · · 11 b 1 flyin:s th(J :'12.g 
o ... HOl' my in uddi tio1. t l th.... .nprol)ric.tc :-i tish :cn~igi as 
ch .. rt..r"'r ' ~ ~li:..e:. Th. ·:t. . .Jt .r '·i:l b ~ c.;.rryin ui to.lle 
ovidon · .. th,At th .. vc 3..ll l... on C'h rt1,.;r to ho Govc:rnmcmt of 
th ... F lkl::ma r. lD.Ild D..lp .... ndv:1ci-s, and \.'J hope th'!t a I!agistratc 
\"till • v on 1 oard durii.1£1; hc1• ,Jlt 1r'!t iu crui. c . ut it remains 
h.:. hl;r .. irr4 l" t:rnt the r;of,"BL., in".J ch .:.s no ... :-i B1,.:tlsh 
ship, s ul no't ... ~co:-."' invnl ·\;d. in in~ie< ... nt;:- \,hich might 
brin · h ·, o ... • h ... r C'l'i..:\;, into lir·cc-t cont ... ct ·ri th ~ .. rgcntine 
:::xpcrl.i ti on. 

5. u·, th ...... ·0~01' .. , th0 i4-:- cntinc.: 
occupaticn c.t thu Dulcnhwn Ir-1.nd 1, 

in ... ructoc, a1·t~r thu r,..1.,;li·l'ury o" th • _Jrro Jr1(..to proiicst by 
a Ii' . ... . D.s. OiJ.'iro1·$ to procoGd uO s-cunin"'ton Islc.nd nnd 'tO 
ro- oce1upy th ... b:.i..,v i.1, .,a:lu.tlonn uhc ·c. In he unl..:..~oly 
ovont that t'LO ,i,1· t.:ntinc.s arc in O"cupat.ion ol' both plucc..:; , 
then it h ... , l 1.un JUL" ·\.i.:;tud th t the NQ S~L ..... houlc.. "'ot up u 
no'.i 1:; ;;iG\.i ~n 1; .. ny F j o • .>d O?.' or: Ti;:ny r~·1 :ma. 

6. IIL t1"Uc-t · in.' hnvo 0 ..... 1...n i suc.d th .t, o,~ ·opt whore it is 
incid1Jllt!ll to hur rain c..utivs 0 u ·ta.bl i hin r baccs, thu 
HORSEL sl nuld not be u ... \,;a for thv inV'0.;ti a.tion o'-' .r'o1·eign. 
ac11ivitie.·, llut th ... t 1h.m ·h h · r..;a., li..h d h.Jr bu.Jon .Jhe 
ma.:1 b usud, until th.: ..;nd '"'-' th Jffit u·ctl(' OUMr.1 r, on survey 
\rork L id..: tho D1.Yo1.u::.P.nc.; e., in , .... '"I:' .i .. cc. \,1th ...i prOtfJ-'ru:'.mc 
a.lre ... dy d • \!!': up. -

o ... ' pror-rossivo 

~·he 
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pl:..mnin • to Opvn "' o- ne~ "h ... ~' thL· Ju i·, \,u dQ not J:ll'OpOGe to 
mc.k -my announr.omen i.,, t!. i .. • i · t J u urc~ ;incu thir. might 
.:;ti .ul!ltv th~ .a.rg1...ntin f' t t .r :ictivity in that nr00. . 
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~ . ':h .0 SEL, i .,...,cl.i.n - Yt... .... ul .h nh . J usc:.d y the J.nglo-
l~nr· ·. ·u i :i.n- $\l1,;diGh Exp<.. di tinn t l ... n ?'::iudc. Land, h .... J 1- .... n 
C'h rto1•od ru . h r U'lr\,&gi .:n o· rnurr ~nd rm o t1on to purchase 
fo1· u., in future:. J(;,. ~0:1.; i in cour· •. o 01' n .... mr11iation. she 
ho. o.1•1•ivod in London cJ.llC: L., v)..1> Jctod to sail \,'i thin D. fo\: 
day ... . 

,3 . TL.. ;Lip ic to bu ucua. to ct ,l!J t\ o llv\: l O.dOS in th ... 
Fulkland I ·land D1..ptmdunclo.; . Onv u: 1.1hc.Ju io to be on 
,;.nvors I .land, uncl i tf; purpo ·o .i.a to rmko n. d .>tullcd cxcmi:io.tion 
of .:;uch 11in1.;rt.l dw:posit.1 -1 th J.'..,. .1y1'u thuru ; JGhc second 
is po . ;i~ly to bi~ in th ... ·:a ... ·r.u..:1·..:. t1,; ':J.Y • ..r ... , prCJ1'oro.bly at 
the old ri tish 01·uhrun L"'Jld B:<pcdi tion r n..._.c ot the Dobonham 
Islo.nda :>1• n.t Stonington IJlw1G.. 

4 . ,h ituution L,, ho,1uv ,1·, co._ J · ' tc.d 1: y thv f'uct that 
the llORSEL L, not ... ri ti ~h ·hi:p 'Uld · 11 1J J "'lyin tho flee; 
o. iQi:;";"'fi1':-in addi tio~ t 1 th... ')pronri tc ri·ci ·h En3ifil as 
,.hr:.r1.1 r r ' s fl'lg. Th ... iant .... r · ·i 1 r ('a.rryin,.. suito.l: le 
uvidonc- ... th .. t th ,,-..., su~ ::. .... o.l ·hnrt r to 4·hc r;ovcrl'lI:lcn-u of' 
th ... F .lk::!.r...nd I ·land D,,,:p1,;nG.1,;:::!civ .... , and \,u holJu thut ~ H ... gistr ..... tc 
uill 1 u on o ~d dur_;_nl~ hen· i.nt':..r.::tiu crui...,c . •J.t .i.t rcrnai~s 
h.: hly l ,. ir:.. lu that thu TOF.'"'EL, ~ inco ·h~ ..;_ no ~ :e.1•.: t.:.sh 
ship, o .oulc.. not co.,.., invril ·~d in in ·ic...~n'to \,hich might 
1'rin hl.i· , OJ.' h i· i•c\;, ir.to li1·u t cont ct :ith ~ 1 .. 1· ·en-tine 
~.xpodi tion. 

?. I , th .. r., 01"<;, tho .. r""vr tine ...... I' found uU b(; Ull'cady in 
occup, ti<n 'Ju thu Du'Lcnhc.m IJl .nd .. , I .J()'R."'EL h' •J bu<.m 
in ul:''.l.Ctc..c.., a1't..,r the cLliil.J.'Y " -i.h ... :.. pro )r1'1tG protc..;t by 
o. ~·. r . D . S . o .... icor, to p1•ocood uO Stonil r-ton Islc.nd o.nd to 
ro- occupy thv 1 .... w ln ... tall·.tlonr. i..hc ·o. In i.h ~ unl.i.kcly 
uvt..mt tho.t the ,~1·eentinou arc in o ·c ipc.t.:on 01' both places , 
th.::m it h ... , l n uU£."t;C.atod th .t tho .. .,) .S ~L shnulc" 3Ct up o 
nu;: ba.o. n Nc:.ny Fjo:t:d or on. .. r ny I ·1md. 

6. In..,tru t·,ns h:lvu oo n .:. UCJd th.t, oJ~·opt \lhor1.. it .i.; 
incidontal to hr ma:i.11 c...utius o · 0 tqll..:. hin baocc, thv 
NORSEL houl not l'u us .... d '•)r th\; nvc.. t1 • tion of' 'oreivi 
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20.-1 J 5 
Guido 1530, 

"7 ENOS AIRES, 

.. 
THE SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 

PRETORIA. 

18th January, 1955. 

With reference to my oonf1dent1al deepatoh No. B.A.22/1 
or 22nd December, 1954, on the aubJeot or Argentine ola1ma to the 
Antarctic I have to advise you that aooording to a statement made 
yesterday by the Argentine Commander or Naval Operations, a nev 
Antarotlo b&s• haa been opened 1,300 kilanetrea from the South Pole 
1n the hithe~to unexplored region or the Ve~dell Sea. 

The base vae opened on the ~rd January, 1955, by the 
new Argent1n 1oe-breaker General San Martin recently bought from 
Germany, and is ola1med to be the furthest settled point in the 
Antarot1o. The new base has been named 'General Belgrano• and 
1e located at 78° South and 3go West Vi.thin the triangle claimed 
by Argentina. 

It ls reported that the base 1• to oone1st of several 
bu1ld1nga v1th equipment to be used by a eoient1t1o oornm1ee1on 
sent out by the Argentine Antarctic Institute. Beatde routine 
meterological work the Institute plane to make observations on 
oosm10 rays with the aid of appl1anoee supplied by the National 
Atomic Energy Comm1ae1on. 

-MINISTER 



COPY/RvV. 

SOUTH AFR I CAI LEGATION. 

lluerfnnos 1175, 

SA TIAGO DE CHILE . 

No. s .c .10/l/l . 10th J nunry, 19''· 

Tho ccrotary for EYternal Affairs, 
~:rOR!J\• 

~~ns on Of T r~itoria6 Btflrs to 200_ ilea . 

I have the honour to inform you that a certain 
amount or publicity has bcien given in the locol press to 
statements ~ade by a Dr . G. Scully, Chairman of the Union 
ibaline Co., to the errcc th t hi company ' s whaltng ves
sels will appeal for assistance from Royal aval vessels in 
the v nt or colostation by Chilean units . Translations or 
the cuttings are attached. 

All these declarations and coW'lter-declarations 
have cquired added public int rest after th Onassis affair , 
when Peruvian men-or-war too~ into charge a fleet of Pan
amanian hnling ships belonging to th• Creco-Argentine , 
On ssis in pursuance ot th terms or the Lima Declaration 
subscribed some t1rno ago by Cbilei Peru and Ecuador, to the 
ffect that tbo rights to tho xp o1tat1on of the "m ritine 

riches" existing in tho aters oxt nding up to 200 miles 
from th coast of the resp ctiv countries, re explicitly 
r serv d to the countries in question. 

In the case of Chile this area of "territorial 
waters" oxtcmds 200 miles seaward of all territory claimed 
by Chile, 1 .0., it includos Antarctic territory over which 
the Chilean Government claims novoreignaty, viz . that sector 
of Antarctic lying bet en 5'3° I ond 90 W of Graen ich. 

What ere und rstood to have been identical noteo 
ot protest pres nted by the Unitod States1 Great Britain, 
Norway, Donmnrk, e.nd eden, havo been reJ cted by tb 
Chilo n Government, which has roaftirmod its intention to 
stand by the clauses of th Lima Declaration. 

Should South African whalers - there seems to 
b somo doubt GD to whether they are in tact register d in 
the Urion or London - boco involved with Chilean units, 
particul£rly 1n the region of tbo Antarctic , it ould seem 
that som d c1s1on 111 hav to be reached a first l y, as to 
hat extent the Unioh recognises Chiloan and/or Argentine 

clai s to tho Antarctic Continent, nd sacondl.1, what atti
tud tho Union is to adopt in regard to the recent extension 
of Chilenn, int r alia, territorial atar to 200 miles sea-

ard or tho coast . 

(Sgd.) . G. DUNN . 

Chargd d ' Affaires a. 1. 
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POLAR COMM!TTEE 

F'ALKLAND ISLANDS DEPEr..1DENCIES SURVEY 

The attached report , for the period 20th October 
to 15th November 1954, has been received from the 
Governor o1' the Falkland Islands and is cir•culuted 1'or 
the information of the members or the Committee . 

(Signed) Basil Greenhill 

Seeretar,v, 
Polar Corranittee 

Commonwealth Relations Office, 

Downing StreLt . 

/Of/.,,,Januury, 195J· 
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Moe~ of the sea visible from Deception Island is now ice free 
except for isolated icebe ... •gs . Port Foster is still eight tenths 
fast ice but tt.e edge is gradually receding . 

t.t Base 

The landing pontoon was re- floated and anchored in position 
ready for the arrivdl of the r~lief vessel. One of the old 
wt1aling station buildings was converted into a balloon shed and a 
telephone installed to connect with Meteorological Office in the 
main living hut . The :1ving room was re- decorated throughout . 

Nature Notes 

The first penguins seen on the 25th October , were Gcntoos. 

Base ' D', Hope Bo~ 

Weather 

High winds and heavy drift prevailed over most of the period 
although some improvement with a number of fine days wcs reported 
duri1i.g November. 



' 
FALKLAND ISIJ\.NDS DEPENDENCIES SURVEY REPORT FOR THE 

PERIOD 20TH OCTOBER TO 15TH NOVE!IBER, 1954. 

Base ' A', Port Lockroy 

Weather 

Mainly dull and over cast with f'requent heavy snow stormao 
Winds strong to gale force from the north-east to south-west. 
Temperatures near freezing during October but higher tom1rds the 
end of the period. 

Generally ice free except for isolated ' bergs and during 
perioJs of south- west gales when light pack i oe was driven into 
the harbour from the Bismark Strait . 

At Base 

Diesel Electric gen~rators and wireless transmitting sets 
were overhauled, the outside of the living hut creosoted and the 
flouting jetty re-erect ed ready for the arrival of the 
R.R. S. "John Biscoe" . Ionosr,heric equipment reported functioning 
satisfa~toril:,,·. 

Nature Notes 

Penguins ·.1ere reported back at the rookery in full :force on 
the 1st November and terns and skuas gradually rcturningo 

Base ' B', Deception Island 

Weather 

Persistent low cloud with rain and snow. Fresh winds 
predom:lnently from the north-west and temperat11res generally above 
1reezinn have caused a considerable decrease in the snow level& 

Ice 

Moat of the sea visible from Deception Island is now ice free 
except for isolated iccbe ... ·ga . Port Footer is still eight tenths 
fast ice but tte edge is gradually recedin • 

t.t Bose 

The landing pontoon was re-floated and anchored in position 
ready for the arrival of the relief vessel . One or the old 
whaling station buildings was converted into o balloon shed and a 
telephone installed to connect with t~eteorologica.l Off .ice in the 
main living hut. The :aving room was re-decorated throughout . 

Nature Notes 

The ~irat penguins seen on the 25th October, were Gentoos. 

Base 'D', Hope Bo~ 

Went her 

High winds :md heavy drift prevailed over most of the period 
a lthough some improvement with a number of 1~ne days wcs reported 
duriug November. 



Ice -
Conditions remained :fairly constant with the Bay almost ice 

free and a line of heavy pack ice some fi~een to twenty miles 
distance. 

At Base 

Advantage was taken of the few :fine days to repair the 
roofing felt in the dog kennels and the balloon and emergency hutso 
The outside of the main hut was cre::isoted and the window panes a."ld 
doors re-painted. The main hut has been given a thorough spring 
cleaning and several r ooms re-decorated. The dog spans were 
moved to a highur ground to keep the dogs clear of the melting 
streams and extra spans laid down to acconunodate the new dogs from 
Greenland and Labr ador. A number of pups born during the period 
are r epoI·tecl doing well.. 

Nature Notes 

A number of penguin eggs were collected and preserved for 
winter uce . Three Weddell Seals \'/ere caught on grounded ice f'loes 
anu towed back to the Base by dinghy. One Crabcater Seal was shot 
by the Argentine Base personnel. 

Field Work 

The s1edge party , (Clarke , Br ookfield, Kenney and Precious) 
returned to Base on the 28th October having been in the field 11 
days. They left Base on the 18th October for View Point Hut ~here 
they were held uu by bad wca+.her until the 21st . Them they 
continued but were ngain delayed by wind and heavy drift and 
finally decided to return to Base. No survey work was possible and 
they only travelled a total distance of 55 miles. 

Turner and Mottershead returned to Base on the 2nd November 
having travelled 190 miles in sixteen days. They went as far south 
ns Cap<3 Obelisk and then turned north again and entered Sydney 
He1·bert Sound rench.:ng Fortress Hill on the 28th October. Numerous 
points were found there including anunonites, lamellibranch, 
gasteropods, fossil wood and reptilian vertebra. They returned via 
Vertex Islund wher~ u penguin rookery was visited and some six 
hundred birds seen. Whale pemmic<J.n wc..s fed to tho dogs throug!"lout 
the journey and seemed satisfuctor~ . The dogs pulled well and 
their average loss of' weignt was 9 lts. The otrnin gauge 
apparatus was curried on this journey and satisfactory results 
obtained. 

Base ' F', Ar~entincl Islands 

Weather 

Generolly unsettled with strong winds and high temperatures. 

Ice 

No appreciable change. 

At Base 

The mcteorolo~icnl equipment and hydrogen gonorntor was 
checked ::ind overhc.uled where necessary. Th0 roof'ing felt .in the 
living hut is being repnircd nnd the hut we.11 creosoted. Radio 
Sande ascents were mo.intainod daily . 

/Bnso 'G' 

- 2 -
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Base ' G' , Admiralty Bay 

Weather 

Mainly overcast with rain and snow. Winds north- east to 
westerly , strong to gale force causing heavy drift . Temperatures 
around freezing during October but rising in November during periods 
of northerly winds. The wind reached a force of 92 knots during the 
night of 31st October/1st November and blew away the Stevenson's 
Screen and several t'ull dr·.uns of diesel oil. 

Ice 

AJl the fact ice has now d~sappeared leaving only three tenths 
brash and floes . 

At Base 

The 12 volt lighting system was overhauled and the wiring 
extended to the generator shed and workshop. Experiments are 
being rnade with a device for switching the windspeed dial to halr 
ocalc during high winds. 

Nature Notes 

Personnel skied to Point Thorr~s rookery on the 18th October 
to inspect the emergency depot and noted that the Adelie and 
Gentoo PengJ.Iins were busy nest building. Some 300 Crabeater Seals 
were seen in the Bay during the last week of October and 25 were 
shot and stored for later transfer to Hope Bay . 

SMppine; 

The R.R . s. "Tohn Biscoe" arrived at the Base on the morning 
of the 14th November with the Governor on board: His Excellency 
went ashore la~er ~o make his annual inspection of the station. 

Bose ' H', Signv Island 

A~ Base 

Personnel havP. been busy ovur the period clearing the site for 
the new hut and building a jetty. Seventy Adclio Penguins were 
ringed at Gourlay Point Rookery and work on Weddell pup skins is 
progressing satisfactorily. Two litters of husky pups produced 
over the period are reported to be doing well. 

South Geor~ia (from 22nd September) 

Additional .,.,eather forecasts were icsucd to the following ships 
"Bralanta", "Harpon", "Buenos Aires" , "Orwell", "Gauthiod" ~nd 
"Suuthern Opal'' · The new Meteorological Ass13tant, MacNab, arrived 
at the station and started duties on the 2nd October. Forecasts 
were increased to two dclily as f'rom the 10th October. 

King, Penguin Survey 

Observations continued on King and Gentoo Penguins, Skuns 
and Seals and the marine biological progromme progrese~d 
sntisfactorily. A whale catcher delivered m.!lil to the party during 
the first week of Jctober end ago.in in November. On the lest 
occasion the Administrctive O~ficer visited the party. The sub
survey hns been hindered by poor visibility but ia now completed. 

British South Georgia Expedition 

Pnrty made a four d~y reconnalssancc of tho ~pprooches to 
Mount Pnget nnd ~ound the Hamburg Glacier very broken anu difficult 
to crosa. Poor wcmthcr limit.Cd their investigetions. 

/A pe1·ty 
- 3 -
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' OFFICE OF THE HICH COMMISSIOHER 

r-::::"'.~~~----~FOR THE UHITED l<INCDOM, 
~!IT. OP ~XT£11!Ul. UN• PRETORIA. 

F3/44. 
SECRET. 

·. 
fr- I - i.1j._,z.f -:] . :,-" ' ,, ..... ············ . ·····. ,.L.' --- ..._ ............. : . . ...... . 

])~ t1/ 4f ~/ 

nuary, 1955 • 

In continuation of my letter F3/44 of 21st 

December, 1954 about tb.e Antarctica I have been asked to 

let you know that the Notes have been delivered to the 

Argentine end Chilean Governments. 

The Union High Commissioner in London hes 

been informed. 

~u\1 

D. SPIES, ESQ. , 
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 
UNION BUILDINGS, 
PRETORIA. 



i J no ry, 1955· 

i)~ IA Sp1u:;, 
Io c'ntinuntion of ay lcttor P.3/44 of 2let 

D comber, 1954 nlrnut the Anterct1co I ha'lt b on eelteCI to 

let YOU kno thct the •otCG heVC been aeliYered to the 

i:r cnt1no v~a Cbilcon O vcrrr.nents. 

The Un1on High Co:?tn1cot~ r in L~na~n hes 

been 1!'lfl)r oa. 

fJHlll3HS 'M l 

MU 



TOt 

'~ 
- I 

I ., 
t~ .· C .s . .r.R. 

.s,tJ4.-, ~ 1~;.~ 

P. M. 10~/l-

DEP.'\RT!'-ENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS , 

PRETO~ rA/CfiPE TOWN. 

Jt N 'l55l 

I attach f or your j_nf orniat1on a eepy ,.r ~. ~ ... :1: ... .< •• 

!\ .~~.~ ..... No . ~ •.• . dated . . .. •.•! . .. , .•..•. . addressed t & me ... 
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DEP;\RT.'.'£NT OF EXTERNAL AFFAms ' 

PR~m rA/C. ~PE TOi/N • • 

3JAN1955 

I attach for your information a Ct')py •f ~ . <!- .~ ...... . 
"1• . • ~~ •.••. No A-:') .• ~') _dated -~~ !:\./.~:" .............. . addre~sed ·to me 

by (:;: .l,';f\ t_ ~ ._/' • • , c- 1 .....,........).F. L • · . • . 
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The attached i·e:por t, i'or the period 22nd Sept ember -

to 19th October, 1954 , has been received f1•om the 

Gov~rnor of tho Fnlkland Islands and is circulated f'or 

the inf'ormation of' the members o:C' the Committee 

(Signed) J . A . i..olyneux 

for Bas~l Greenhill 

Secretary 
Polar Committee . 

Cummorr:·oal th Relations Office , 
Downing Street . 

J_t;. November , 19_ • 
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oVU.\11.1 0.1.l\;,i,, .&...a.."'.1."".1."""'"' .-L.4.-- "" _ _,.__ r--- --r- - -- -- ..,1 at 
Pederson Nunc.tak . Geological norlt was carried out at Cape Lor.uing 
and at Pedersen Nunatc.k . On the re.turn journey tho party occu11ic.d 
Vil.Yr Point Hut for a week to rest the teams , The <.logs hnd lost 
w1...ight on th~ journey but soon re turned to nor1.ial ni'tc.~· being f'e;d 
on seal . 

Mot.,crshcad, Kenney, Precious and CJ.arkc left th1..; Bosc.: on the 
25th September to occupy Vi.ey1 roint Hut and to hunt st.t1ls in Duse 
Bay . Precious and Clarke rt-turn~d on the. 5th Octobl.r o.nd rl.POl'tt.d 
having killc.;d a nurnb(:..r of seals and ho.vine sto1'c..d them ubove Duse 
Bay tide cro.c:: and at SUl!"'!lit Pass . Mottc.rahcad nnd Kenney returned 
on tiw 9th having maintained routine mc..tcorological obcc..rvations 
duily, mo.de an astronomical fix and caught a numb~r of sc..nls . 

'.I\·10 purt icu o.c,nin sut out for Duse Boy on tho 18th Octoi::lcr ; 
Clo.rkc , :3rookfic.:ld , Kenney and Precious nrc to m(,lCU a. short survey 
journey and Taylor and Mottershead arc to try fLoding dogs on whal e 
pcrrunican unch:r field. condit i ons . Taylor has rcportc...d thr.t hu is 
mo.king some l>rogrcGs vri th his frictionr,1 ·:rorl<: and ihot the 
oquipm1Jnt 1£ proving sr.tisfactory . 

Kenney hr..s uddcd furth ... r dvtail to thl. local survey bctv:ct..n 
sledge jouz·ncyo . A numbc.r of s(.ala wc:rt:.. caught nc.:nr thu Bose during 
Suptc:mbcr . 

/Base 'P' 



FALKLAND ISL/'JffiS DEPENDENCIES SURVEY 

Rcuort for the period 22nd September to 19th October , 19~4 

Base ' A '..:... Port I,ockroy 

North- easterly and south- westerly gales with htJavy snov; 
sho·.-,crs and temperatures near freezing :Persisted over most of the 
1 t..:riod . Four clear calm sunny days at the end of tOI tomber· were ver~· 
~·1elcome ond enjoyed by all . The pocl{ ice in the Heumnyer and 
Peltier Channels was undur constant movc:rnent and vr i•ied from o-ncn 
water to nine- tenths cover . -

The inclement ·;1cather mostly limited ncti vi tios to indoor ..-10rk 
and scvc1·al rooms w~1·c painted ond redecor~ ted . 

The f'j rst penguins wci•e seen on the rool~wry on tho 14th 
October . 

B3se 1H'. Deccution Island 

The weather wo.s reported as muinly ov1..rc;ast 
milder but \'Ji th some prccipi tat ion on most do.ys . 
-..at<..r round the: Island haP grc.dunlly widened but 
change to ice conditions is reported . 

but g (..m .. rally 
The belt of open 

othcr.1isc li ttlc 

Sc.v1...ra1 repair and mointl..nance jobs vmrc completocl including 
ovc.rhouling the boots , outboard motors and sledging e .!.Ui1 .. n ... nt . 

Cape Pigeons , Terns and Skuas arc gradually returning . 

Base 1 D ' , Hope Boy 

Thu unuo.l high , ·inds yrt)vailcd over most of the )tt.riod and the 
Bay vcc l'1..portcd as icE.. f'rcc cxcc..pt v:hcn north1.;rly winds brought in 
ice fl'om Antarctic Sound , 

The main sludge: po.rty (Turner , Taylor , Le1 J,;1.u·d and Standring) 
returned to thu Basu on thu 6th Octobc.r lluvinn tr1vullcd n total 
distance of 362 milc..s . They r .... portc:d that o.:Ct l.. r b""ing ht.ld up by 
gales at Bc.;ok Island and at Vic..w Point they made v1...ry good :progI'~ss 
south and finally laid a 1300 pound d~pot of food and f'ucl at 
Pedersen Nunc..tak . Geological vrorlc \,oc carried out n t Cape Lon, ing 
and ot Pedersen Nuna·tc.Ic . On the return journey tho po.rty occuyied 
Vio.;,w Point Hut for a wc<..k to rest the teams , Th .., dogs hod lost 
\7t..ight c,n thE.. journey but soon r ... turn_,n to noriitnl u:i.'tv. .. ' being fc.d 
on scr.l . 

A~ot .. urshc.:o.d , Kenney , Precious and Clarke left tht.. :Sasu on the 
25th ..,eptCI11bcr to occupy Yie•.-1 oint Hut and to hw1t st..ula in Duse 
Bay . Precious end Clarke r<:..tu1•ncd on th<.; 5th Octobl..r and rc..1 ortcd 
having kill1...d a numb'-r 0.1 seals and having stol'l..d thc...m nbove Duse 
Bay tide crac!: and at Sur.'"'!'.it Pass . Mottc.rsht,;ad and Kenney returned 
on the 9th having maintainwd routine meteorological oboc...rvutions 
duily , mado an astronomical fix and caught o. nwnbc.r of sc...als . 

T,·;o i,urtics oc,nin sut out for Duse Bay on tl'.u 18th OctoiJcr; 
Clarke:, :Jrookficld, Kenney nnd P1•ccious nrc to Mnlct..; c short survey 
journey and Taylor an0 Mottershead ore to try r~edinF, dogs on whnl c 
pemmican undt..:r :!'iclc'l conditions . Taylor has rcportc.d thr.t hu is 
mo.king somt: p11 0 r·i:..ss with his frictionc.l work and tlu:.t tho 
cc;:,uiprnont io proving sr.ti sfactory . 

Kenney h.a added furth1..r dt..triil to the, local oul'voy bctwcc.n 
sledge journeys . A numbc.r of seals wurt. cnught ncE'.r th~ Base during 
Sc.:ptumbc;r . 

/Base ' F' 
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Bnsc 1 F ', hre._c..ntil}p Islands 

P<..1•iods of wurm \7<..nthc.r and scvural galc.s or(. r portc..d to have 
produced a considurflblc amount o:f local thawlng nnd the:; sea ice 
is now rotten in scvcrnl arc..=:is ·di th open water lt..'1dn . The ice 
to tho no1·th and ·;;est hovr1.::vcr is still very firm to the limits 
of visibility . 

Routine mctco:rologicol obs1;.;rvations and Radio Sondc ascents 
hov0 continued daily . 

Many Wuddcll S~els r1i th pups h-=:l.vc bE.;cn sct..n which is intf)rcstinP. 
in vic.:w of th0 i'ew seen last ywa.r . Birds arc e,roc'lunlly r1,., turning 
to the Ul'GO. . 

Bose ' Cr' , AdJ ... urolty Bny 

The wuath~r was generally cloudy with sn~w, rnin, or drift on 
most days and strong to gale force r1incis from th ... north or north
ca.st . Tc.mp'"'rnturos wi..;ri..; high and the snow cover is nevi soft :.md 
slushy . Level fc.Et ice still remains in th<.; B ' - ~xtcnds from 
Point Thomas to one mil<:; ('lutside Point Hcnncqui • Th- ice in the 
Bransfield Strait has varied bctv.~en one tenth nine- tenths 
covur of modi um pack with isJloted t~bular and custellat..,d iccbE.r·gs • 

.t\ par·ty cru:lpcd ot Lissick Cov1... from the 16th to th1.,; 19th 
Scptcrnb(.r nnd J. nrtics fror.i Base have bc..c.n out from Base on Ghort 
slti journeys . 

!. fer: V;'cd~,ell sc:als w ... rc.. st.en and some 150 Crobectcr Sc.nls 
butvr .... c.n Le Poing Glacier m1d thl. entrance to the Bny . A number of 
Terns m.d Slruas have l'..:turne:d a.rid penguins wr:..r firBt observed nt 
Point Thoman 1•ookc,ry on the 14th October . 

Base ' H' , Sipny Islnnd 

Tht. sen icc is rcportc.d to be sti 11 fast orow1d the Islvnd 
eYcc:pt ror .... lm·ec pool of open \/Ctcr of'!: thu so~tth co",st; there is 
paclc b1...yond to the horizon. 

7ork on i"'uddell pup skins is progressing .... nd n total of 26 
have.; now blun tok1...n . An Bler-hant Seal and sev1,,.rnl Guntoo Penguins 
vrt..re se1,,.n during ScptL.r.tbl..!r . !Jore renguins h'.1d rc.;achc..d. Gourley 
Puint r-.>okc.;ry by mid- Octobc..r 'lild scvt.rnl El.~phnnt s~al pups w1....re seen 

B . R . S . "John Biscoc11 

The rulicf vc...ssol 11.-ft Southari.~ton on the 4th Octob .... r and 
rc..acht:d St . Vinet.mt on tht. 13th . She has gi vcn h(.,r cxpt.cted time.::> 
of orr1v'11 at Montevideo and Stanley s th ... 28th Octob1..:r .nd the 
3rd Hovc:.1bc.r !'Lspecti vuly . 

All Bases 

Hav~ r1.,..porti.;d that meteorological nnd wi1•(..lusc cchc.dulcs have 
b1.-<.,n well maintained and that pc.;rsonnol arc all v1ell . 
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gr. John I1n;y-ston Bochcrvnisc , 45 , born nt J.:'1lvern, Victo r>i~ o 

ond r:oll l;:no-.n ns uxplorcr , vritl.#r nnd ccluc::i.tionnl1st . l!e tnugi"'t 
ct St . George ' s , Ho.rpenden, Enc;l"'.llcl, o.ncl was founder nnd. first 
Wcrdcn or the Reuse of Guilcls at Gcc:i..ong Collcc;e , Victoria ,, In 
1949 he led the mountaineering expe'li ti on which 1.ri.C..c the first 
ascent of Fcdcrntion P.Ja!::: in Tasr.mnia. Ho hns t--:-cn c.xuloring 
p~rtiGs to ~odondo Island in 3ass Strait , to tho Rcchcrche 
.'.rchipcla.go in Western .'.ustr'.\lin, and to Ccntr'11 :.ustr~lin. 
During 1953 ho Y/'1S Offic ... r in Chnrgc of' tho str.tion c.t He~rrl 
Islnna. 

Dr. Robert W. :.llison, 30 , born in Sydney, grn luatc.'.!. from 
the Univ ... rsity of' Sy'!ncy, nn.~1 hn.s been in prnctica a.t :>ulr1ich Hil::. , 
!~.S. \/o Ho uns ·fo..::.icnl Of J.'icur nnd Officc..r in Ch'1rr;c of the 1949 
u:;<pc~ition to H~'lrd I slcnc. 

1:r. Neville Ronslcy ?-:rsons, 28 , of Hobnrt , Hill ncconp~ny 
tho cxpudi ti on c.s cos1~c r~y physicist . :~rt er (;l'C1.uunting Bach.:lor 
of Se;h.nco f1·om the Univcrsi ty of To.smnnia, ho c.ngc.3od in rcsccrch 
\1ork for three ~rc:-.rs bl.!f'orc joining the la::;o expedition to 
ifacqu"ric Icl·m"l. He hnc subccqucntly c£'.rri ... cl out f'urthc:r 
research ~,.orlc in conmic rnys , 'Ln, tool(; out hir M.Sc. in 19530 

/1~r. Robcrt •• • 
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!~r . John Hayston B0chcrv~isc, 45, born nt 1Iulvorn, Yictori ~" 
on1 \":ell lLl'lOW'"l ns <Jxplorcr , \trit ... r a.nd oduca.tionclist . Ee tnugi"t 
nt St . George 1 s, Harpcnden, Eng~~cl., and \·:as founder ~d first 
Wcrden of the Reuse of Guilds at Gcalons Collc~c , Victoria~ In 
1949 he led the mountaineering expcrlf tlon \7hich 1~n.dc the first 
ascent of Fcdarntion PJn:c in Tns!"lrmio.. He hN3 tn:·cn cxuloring 
p~rtivs to Rodondo Islo.na in Bass Strait, to the Rcchcrchc 
:.rchipolcgo in Western :.ustr'.llia, and to Ccntr'!l :.ustrr.lin. 
::ruring 1953 h ... \7'\S Off'ic...,r in Chnrgc o!' tho st"'.tion nt Hc--.rd 
Island . 

Dr. ~obort v· • .'.llison, 30 , born in Syu.rH .. y, grn 'l.ua.tc.."!. from 
the Uni ·w"vrsi ty of SycL"lcy, ru1'""'.. hns be;cn in pr'1cticc at Dul\·ich Hill, 
N. S.\lo Ho 1ms l!c.licnl Of.i'icur nnu Officc.r in Ch .r .... o of tho 1949 
~xpclition to H~nrd Islo.nc. 

hr. novillc Ronslcy P'.rsons, 28 , of Hobnrt , .1111 nccompnny 
the cxn ... 11 t..i.on c.s c.:osmic r"l.Y physicist . :~rtcr gr~·.1unting B~chclor 
of Gci1..ncc f"z·om the Uni Ycrsi ty of To.sma.nin, l.o c.ngcte;ou in rcGcnrch 
vm:rk: !'or three yo:-.rs before joininc the 1950 cxpc.:lition to 
ifacqu"'ric Islnn1. He hnc i:;ub1:1cquuntly cr.rri .. cl out t'·.irthor 
ruscnrch v:or1;: in conrnic rays, nn..l took out ri1r He Sc. in 19530 

/Mr. Robert •• • 
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Relief' Party for : imson. 

The Minioter for External Affairs, Hr. R. G. Casey, today 
announced tno names of l5 me~ sclcct~d to roliuvc the present 
part.;y at Ma'lilson, the .!.ustral ian rcr.earch station on tho 
;,.ntar•ct ic mainlanil. Eleven of' the ncv1 team haYc had prcviouc 
cxperic.ncc at either Hee.rd or Ho.cquuric Island .. 

The no1~ty uill Sflil frora f.!clbournc lo.to in Dccc1 .. bcr , under 
tho loadcr·ship o.t' !.r. Phillip Lo.w, Dir0ctor of tho .. ntLu>ctic 
Division, Department of External ,\.ffairs. I.ir . :Robcr·t DoYers, 
Offi cc.r in Charge at i.!a\:son, \7ill be rr~li1Jvod by Hr. ,T. H. 
Bcchcrvoisc. 

tr. Casey also rumounc;ed thnt the Dmish Motor vessel 11Kista 
Df".ll11 had been chartered for the voyo.gc , o.nd also for the voyages 
during the follor:ing three su.'JI"lcr SC'Osons . 

"Kisto. Dan11 \lOB first chnrtcrcd lo.st surn."Tlcr to roli .... vc t!'c 
Heard und n~cqunric Island parties, and to transport personnel and 
equipment 'for setting up the nc;:1 station at 1.lo.v1Son.. The ves-:cl 
is spccia.lly d ... signcd for oper:ition in polar \T'\tors . 

I!r . Casuy S'\id that the ch~rtcr of 11 1\ista Dun" hcd ovcrcorr:c 
one of 1 he mo.jor diff'icul tics facing tho :.ntarctic Division in 
carrying out itc progPaJT1.rnc, uhich involved the manning of the 
Mar:son stl".tion nt least until the end of the Intcrno.tiona.l 
Geor>hyeicnl Yo:.ir , 1957-58 .. 

Follm/ing 01·0 the 15 ncn who \'Jill compri sc the party sniling 
for lluvmon in Doccmb~r : 

?a-. John ?:ayston Bochcrvnisc, 45 , born nt Ualvcrn, Victo.,,is.. 
and well 1010 .. "'l ns wcplorcr , Hritcr· :md cclucntionnlist . He tn1.igf>t 
r,t St. George Is , Hnrpenclen, Enclc.nd, o.nd was :!'ouncler nnd first 
Warden of tho Houcc of Guil~s at Gee~ong Collc~c , Victorine In 
1949 he lod the mountaineering cxpctlition v1hich 1-r;n.dc the first 
~scent of Fcdcrntion Pon:c in To.srmnia.. Ho hes tn:·cn oxoloring 
p~rtics to ~odondo Islan~ ~n Bo.ss Strait, to the Rochcrche 
:.rchipcla.go in Western :.ustrrllia., and to Centrc.l : .ustrnlin. 
~ring 1953 ho Y/'lS Officvr .in Ch!l.rgo of the et~tion c-.t Hc<>.1·d 
Islflnu. 

Dr. Robert v· • .'.llison, 30 , born in Sydney, gr'\1.ua.tocl from 
tho Un1·.ru1·sity of Syclncy, nnc.1 hP.s been in prncticc nt Duluich Hi~Ll) 
N. s. ;1. Ho \"/f\S ;~cdicnl Of'. icur nncl Officc.r in Oh:i.rgc of the 191~9 
cxpc~ition to E~~rd Islnnd. 

!~r • . Neville Ronslcy ?nrsons, 28, of Hob-i.rt, .till accomp'\ny 
the exucc.11 tion Clo cosmic rny physicist . .'.i'tcr g1·aU.unting B:i.cholor 
of' Gci1..ncc f1·om the Uni·rcl"'slty of To.smo.nln, he c.ngngcC::. in rcsco.rch 
\.,o:rJc for throe yc:-.1•s bl.!forc joining the 1950 cxpcdi ti on to 
Mncqu"rio Iclnncl. He hnc subcoquently cr'.rrivd out :further 
rcsenrch r1orlc in collr.1ic i~::i.ys, ~n" toolc out his !~o Sc. in :9530 

/?~r. Ro bl.!rt •• o 



N. 
}Ir. Robert Harding Ln.ccy, 30, surveyor, w-:s born nt J!a.nly , 

• t . He gr·n.duntcrl Bnchclor of Surveying fror.i tho Univc.rsi ty 
of Quocnslnnrl in 1948, nnc1 h'ls since prnct ioccl n:; c. su .. "vcyor in 
Qucunslnn"!. Ho h".r1. four yc--.rs service in the R. : .• IT. R. 

Hr. Peter \.'. Crohn, 29, of' Uclbo irno, is "\ ccolo ist \'tho has 
been uorl~ing in Nor·thcrn :.ustrn.lic. v1ith tho 3rol~cn Eill Pro"Orictur:r 
Corr.yo.ny. He gr~du~t~~: .... Sc . f!' Or.1 the Univ..:rsity of' :tclbournc 
in 1952. 

ur . ~ 'ilfro::l HU.01 Olr1Jlam, 30 , of .'.rlolnir"1.o, is 'l geophysicist 
nt present with the Bureau of l':incral Ru sources. i~e erivi_u:itc,:. 
B. E. from the University of :.uclo.ii..lc in 1946• 

Hr • . .".lc.n Stcwnrt Go\llctt , 33, engineer , of' Keri, Victcrio. , 
mts n mcmb..:i· of the 1951 1facq_ua.rie Islnncl <Jxp0 "..1 tion. lie ha::> 
been \7orl:in;- ns n diesel speciclist \:1th n llc:Lbourn0 cnc;inecring 
compnny, ~n-1 ho.s nlso ha.cl :.rmy r:orl~shop c:;...'})cricnce .. 

!ur • .' .. lfroU. D'l.vi':.son ra ,_ '..oll , 29 , cnrpcntc.:r , of Port t:clbournc~ 
rms born in !.bcr 1"..con roll,_ cr:.me to .·.ustr·'llin ~ftcr (1ischargc f'rom 
the Roynl Nnvy aft.Jr the \:er . In 1950 he ncconpc!licC .. the 
cxp(..;ui ti on to Hcor: IslQ..l'l~l, nnt.:. lrltcr spent n YC"'.r ot lio.cqu"..rio 
Islnn ! . 

Hr. Richurr"!. George Mcifair , 26, cool;:, wnc born ct Drunw.!oyne, 
P. s.::., onl was n mc!"!ber of tho 1953 cxpc".ition to Hcnrl Isl~n'l• 
!"cha.a hud cool:inG e.-..--pcrioncc in the R. : .. . : .• F. , shc"rurs ' c::-mps, 
hotels rm l bc!a:rics , f'.!1•1.. sailcc1 on n.~ .. s. "Discovery" on its 
circur.-pol~r cruise in 1951. 

Tho t'.iO \7Ca."':.hor obscrvc..rn , Mr. Fro lcricl: Uinston :illiott, 26, 
of Goelo:-ig, V lctoria., r:'.nC. !~r . Leon :;ovillc Fox, 25 , of' :Icctorvillo~ 
Su· •• , wocc both Members of the 1953 Henr '!. 1slonr'!. cxpcc'!.i ti on. 
Mr. Elliott , v1ho is n tcn.chor , is a. former pupil of 
!3r. :Ucchcrvflisc , whom he hns 'l.ccomp'1nio: en sovornl c;\l)c ,_itions~ 
inclu 'ting tho c.sccnt of Fc~.crnti n ?oc.:r . Ur. Fox \'/r'S f'orr.1crly 
n J~cnncl m"'.nC!c:cr in : .. .:!olrtir.:c. /.t HO''.l' ... 1. Islnn l he undcrtriol: the 
fcodinz un'.l trninin,5 of' the hus1.:ics \lhich ill] 1 be uscc" .. for 
slc.. ~Ging expo 1..i tions from Iirmson . 

!.ir. Poter John Sh[l.'.7, 30, of Prospc.:ct , s.: .• , '.lun.thor offic ..... r, 
is a poi·mruic..llt ofl'ic{,r of the Mc+ corolc~icnl I)cpcu·trncnt . lie is 
a sciunco cro:"!.uutc of the University of: .. :.olri :o , 'ID',_ WG.S a 
m~mbc..r of the 1953 cx~c:ition to Heare Iclnn1. 

Hr. Fritz .' .. lri "'.11 Van Hulsscn, 30 , G1.;nior r·v"'..io cpcr~tor m.1. 
tcchniciw, \7!'\G born c.t Scurub"tya, In '!rnc.sin. He ser·vcd in the 
:lcynl !'icthcrlar. '!s r!o.vy c.s o. Chi<..f Petty Of'ficcr, nnC. m:~s ::'H"'.I' ;.eel 
tho D. F. C. :f'vr scrvic9 in Catnlina. nircra.ft in tho luct wo.r. 

Both re. ~io opcr:itcrs have hml ccrvico ni th tho ?:ucquaric 
Icla.n·'!. CJ.PC :.1 ticn. T~cy '1rc ~il· .. Joh.'1 Li'lingst"ne ~lnr.1.. , .30 , of' 
..,...illinm.,town, Victorio. , r.nd ?~r. E.L. Hac~tlin, of' Coburg, Victoria, 
!!r. \7ar1 has h..,1 ,,·iroloss oxpc.ricncc in the r.iorchnnt m:lrino) nncl 
nr. I.!a.c!tlin is n tc.le::r'1:pilist with tho ?. :r. G. ' a Dop ... rtmcnt. 
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!{r. John liayoton Bcchcrvnisc , 45 , born nt Mc.lvcrn, Victoria9 
and vcll l:n.0.1"1 C'O c.xploror, \triter nnd oc.lucntiono.list . He tnu ht 
o.t st . George ' s , Hnrpcndcn, Enulc.nC., nnd wa.s founder and first 
Wo.rden o:!' the Houoe of Guilds o.t Gcclong Collece, Victorin.. In 
1949 he lod the mountuinc~ring c:xpc•li ti on which rn.dc the first 
~scent of Fcderntion P.:m:\: in Tnsm:::mia. He h'1c tn:·cn cxuloring 
p".rtics to aodondo Island in ~ss Strait , to the Rccherche 
: .rchipolago in Western :.ustrrilia, 'lml. to Cuntrnl .'.ustr".lin. 
During 1953 hu \7'\S Offic1,;r in Chnrgo of the st'1tion ci.t He"'.r· ~l 
Islnnd. 

Dr. Robert \'I • .'.llison, 30 , born in Sy.::.nuy, g1· :unto.! fron 
the Uni ·;orsi ty of Sydney, nnd hns been in pr~cticu at Dulr:ich HiJ.l, 
N. s. VI. He \·ms HeJic'll Of ... 'ic .... r nnd Officer in Ch'1.rgo of the 19li9 
expedition to Honrd Island. 

Mr . ?lcvillc .Ronslc..y ?~.rsons, 28 , of Hobr-rt , .1ill nccomp['ny 
tho c;..-pcc.li ti on as cosmic r-..y phyoicist . : .f'tor (;N\c1uat1ng Bachelor 
of Gci1..ncc f1·om tho University of Tasmania. , ho c..nco.r;ocl in rcscnrch 
wo1·l;: i'or th1•oe :tc~rs lhJforc joining tho 1S'50 expedition to 
Ifauqu.,rio Isl·mc1. He hns subscq,utintly cr.rri.Jtl out further 
rescnrcl~ Horlc in conmic ro.ys, ~.n.i toolc out l.i1s He Sc. in 19530 

/!~r.:lobcrt .. .. 
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B.elief Party f'or :.awson. 

The Uinister for :Jxternv.l .\:!'fairs, Hr . R. G. Casey, today 
announced tne norncs of 15 men scluct0d to rcli.ve the nrcscnt 
narty at r:1Qvrnon , the :~ust1·0.lian research atution on the 
:.ntarctic mainlnnu. I::lcvcn of the ncv: team have had previous 
cxpcri(.ncc o.t either Hee.rd or Mn.cquurio Inland .. 

Tho uurty will sail from Melbourne lo.tu in December, under 
tho loudc1·chip of Lr. Philli:p Low, Dir ... ctor of the . .n·to.rctic 
Division, D.J-oartmcnt of External ~\ff'oiro. I.ir . 1{obcrt Devers, 
Offic'-r in Oharac at :.~a us on, r1ill be rclivvod by !lr. J . ll. 
Bcche1·vaise. 

i:r. Casey nl:;o announced that the Danish Motor vcnsol "Kiota 
:>nn11 hnd been ch'lrtc:rcd !'or the voyage, a.nd o.loo for the voyages 
during the following 'three su.r:imer seasons . 

11 Kista Dan" ;ms f'irst chnrtcrcd lust suruncr to reli~vc t!ic 
Heard and r~n.cqunric I slo.nd parties . and to trnnsport pcrGonncl o.nJ. 
equipment for setting up the nm1 station c.t L!o.'i1son .. The vccsol 
is specially dLosigncd for operation in polo.r '::\tors. 

Mr. Casey o'1id tho.t the charter of " Kista Dan" ho.cl overcome 
one of the major difficulties facing the ~"..nto.rctic Division in 
ca1·rying out its progra.mmo, \/hi.ch involv.:d the manning of the 
Hawson stP.tion nt lea.st until the end of the International 
Gcophysiccl Your , 1957-58. 

Follmting m·u the 15 men who v1ill compri ::w the pnrty sniling 
for m.nrnon in Dcccmb.,r : 

?lr . John Heyston Bcchcrvnisc , 45 , born nt r.:ulvcrn, Victoria, 
an1 ,·;oll l;:no1:1. ns oxplorcr , \7ritcr nnd ec.lucritionnlist . Ho tnu•:t 
at st . George 1 s , !farpcndcn, ~nt;luncl, and was founder 'l!ld first 
Wnrdcn o~ the Houcc of Guilds at Geolong College, Victorin . In 
1949 he led the mount"'inc~ring cxpclition which l~'lCc the first 
uscc..nt of Federation P..)XC in ~osrr.nnio.o Ho h".s t"':~c:r.. cxoloring 
p~rti~s to ~odonclo Islnn~ in Bass Strait, to tho Rechercho 
: .rchipolo.e;o in Western : .ustr'llia . nnd to 01.,;ntrril :.uotrr.lin . 
During 1953 h{.; \/'ls Offic .... r in Chrtrge of the at'1tion ct Ho".1·;"!. 
I slonc.1. 

Dr. Robert w • .'.llison, 30 , born in Sydney, gr'1. luo.tot'!. from 
tho Uni·1ursity of SyJncy, nnt!. hns boon in pr11.cticu at :>ul\7ich II.!.11, 
N. s. W. He \ms ::cU.icnl Of1 lcur and Officer in Ch"'.rec of the 1949 
cxpc.'.l! t ion to H<>~rd Is lo.nc.1. 

!ll' . Ucvillo Ronslcy :?nrsons, 28, of Hobnrt , .till nccomp-my 
the expo 'l.i ti on as cosmic ri.Y physicist . .\.f'tor 01·:i.t.l.uo.ting Bucholcr 
01' Gci\;inco f1·om the University of Tacmnniu, ho ener..c;ccl in rescnrch 
\101·lc for three ycGr·s b .... fore joining the 1950 cxpcd~ tion to 
Mo.cqu'l.rio Icl.nnc1. Ho h~s subs{.;qu-Jntly cr.rri ucl out further 
r_scnrc.:h '\Tor le in co:rur.ic rnys , "'.n ... toolc out his H. Sc. in 19530 

/~~r. :1obcr·t . ~ ., 



Mr. Robert Harding L'1cay, 30 , surveyor , W'\S born --.t l!o.n:y , 
N. Y • \7. He gr"Ci.U!lter1 B:ichalor of Surveying frcrr. the Univursi ty 
of Quocnclnnrl in 1948, nn'1 hrls oincc prnctisecl no a. su..."vc..yor i.n 
Quccnslr..n ~. r:c hc.t!. four yc"',rs survicu in the R .. ~· . • !T. R. 

l~r . Peter \.1• Crohn, 29, of :!clbournc, is ... t:colorist who h~c 
been \mx·Jcing in Nor thern :.ustrnli:::. r:i th the Dro1:cn l!ill Pronrietcir:r 
Cor.ipany. He grncluntcC.. !. .. Sc. from the Univ~rsity of: ; elbourne: 
in 1952. 

Hr. '• 'ilfrcJ. ~iuc;h 01•1..'l-i.nm, 30 , of .'.i!elnil'.e , is a. geophysicist 
nt present with the Burcou of r'.inornl :~a sources. :·e e;ro.r,_untc~:. 
B. E. from the Uni vcrsi ty of' .'.uelc.hlc in 1946. 

Ur. ;.lon Stcvmr t Go;rlctt , 33, cncinccr , of !~c\I , Victo::-ia. , 
vms n mo1.1b0r of the 1951 !:bcquc.ric I nlru1t"'.. o.A~o '1 ti on. He hJ.s 
'been \'/O:t'l:inc ~s n <licscl spociclist •.·Hh o. :.clbournc cnr;inccring 
comp~y, ...,n'l h'ls cilso lmt"' .. :.rmy r:or l;:shop experience . 

r:r • . .".lfr0•1 D"1.Vi~lscn ili.1_,'..cll , 29, ca.rpcnt<Jr, of' Port ::clbour11c~ 
vie.a born in !.bcr :cen ru1l1.. c:-~mc to :.ustr:-ilia. r..ftcr c."..icch:irgc from 
tho Royf'l ihvy o.ftcr the Her . I n 1950 he nccor.ip",nio~".. tho 
cxpu 11 ti on to !"cur: I slrnH:., ~m1 l '1.tcr opcnt ::-. yc'1r at li~~cq,.u::ric 
Islnn ;, . 

I~r. Richo.r ".. George ~1c1;a1r, 26, coo!:, wns born c.t Drmnmoync , 
n. s. · :. , nn . was n member o.2 the 1953 cxpc"'..i ti on to Hc'1.r·1 Isl '1.n.l. 
He hns hnc.1 cool:inG e ... i>cricr1cc in the R • ••• : •• F. , shc~rors ' cc..rnps , 
hotels nn ,_ b~;;cri0s , "n·"!. snilc:"!. on R. ~ .• s. "Di scovory11 on 17.s 
circum- p l~r cruise in 1951· 

The two \70-:";hcr obscrv-t..rs ~ ?1r .. Frcr1..ericl;: ~!inst on :::llio , 26, 
ot: Geclong, V1cto1·ia, en:. :~r . Leon rcville Fox, 25 , of :foct r .. i_lc., 
s.: .. , were both members of t.hc 1953 Henr~! Islo.n': expct"!.i ti on. 
Mr. Elliott, \·1h0 is o. tca.c11Cr , is a. for.:nor pupil ot: 
Hr. ~echcrvf\isc , r1hor.i he ha.s ~ccompnnic:.:. on scvcrc.l p;-:p1,;:itions} 
inclu 1..ing tho a.scent of I'e "'..cr~tic.n ?au·;;. i.!r . Fo.-: VT"'S 1\;rr.icrly 
n J;:cr...nel m".naccr in .' • .:'..cl:li :o. .i.'. t Hc".I' l1.. Isl!'\n l he un '!.crt0ol: the 
feeding ~n:! trninin~ cf' the hus:;:ics \Illich 11111 be user!. for 
slc... l~ing oxpc 11 tions frcm Har:son. 

:ir. Peter John Sh[':w, 30 , of ?rosne;ct , s. : .. , v1o~thcr of'fic .... r, 
is a pormo.n ... nt officer of the ;.1c+ corologicnl Dc'!)n.rtmcnt . Ee is 
a scii..:ncc ~rr-. "!.uotc of tho Uni vcrsi ty C'f ! . ,_ol"".L".o , :in: ,;en n 
rr.~mbcr of the 1953 cxpv:ition to near~ Islnn1. 

Ur . Fritz .'h1riun Va..'11 Hulsscn, 30, s .. nior rac1..io 07>Cr'ltor ~.1 
techn1ci ::m, vms born c.t Scuro.b"'.yn, In 1rncs1:.i. He sct·'rccl in the 
U..:ynl ; ·othcrlon ls !-iavy ::-.s a Ohic.f' :i:>ctty Of'ficcr, nnd rms r'H~r "..cc"'.. 
the D. F. c. fer scrvic'~ in Co.tnlina nircrat:t in the lo.Gt vmr. 

3oth i ·c. 1-io cpcrnto:?:,.s hc.vc h:'l.l1.. service with the Hucquario 
I slant. c..xpc "..1 ti on. Tt.cy nrc t:r .. .John Li vinr;stC'ne ilnr.::., 30 , o'!' 
\ 'illirunstovm, Vict~rin , nnc1 Llr. E.L. ?:ac!ain, of Coburg, Victor le .... 
Ur. \,o.r•: h~s h"U. wireless o.xp1..ricnce 1'!1 the rncrch::mt m~rine , ~c.1 
Hr. !!ac!clin is r: tclc..;ruphist with the ~). :~ . G. ' s ::>op~rtmcnt . 
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ANNUAL REPORT ON THE 

FALKLAND ISLANDS DEPENDENCI:CS SURVEY 

FOR 1953 

1. DISTRIBUTION OF BASES 

The Survey maintained the following Bases during 'the 
ye ~r :-

Place Na.."!lc 
Bo~e Geographical r.staolish-

Let~cr Pocition mcnt 
Lat. s. Lon~. w. 

Port Lockroy, 
Palmer Archipelago A 64. 50 63 . 31 5 

Deception Island, 
South Shetlands B 62 .. 59 60 . 3l~ 5 

Hope Bay, 
Grcth£'mlnnd D 63. 24 56. 59 10 

Argentine Islor.ds, 
Biscoe Archipelago F 65.15 64.1 6 5 

!\.dmir'll ty Bay, 
South Shotlunds G 62. 03 58 . :?Lt- ~ 

..I 

Signy Island, 
Sou th Orkneys H 60. 43 45. 36 5 

Tho distrioution and stnffing o:f Bases f'or 1953 wcs 
uttsically the scrnc ns in 1952; n six"th man wr.s posted "t0 
Deception Island bu"t he had to oo returned to Stanley fol' n 
minor opur:.ttion which prev0nt1...d him from roturning tri the 
Dupcmdoncics un"til "the 1953/5l~ swnmcr. 

2. PERSONNEL 

Base Name Age Appoin'tmcnt 

Port Lockroy W. S. P. Ward 33 Scientific •'..ssis'tam;/ 
Base Lendor 

F. G. Bird 25 Gencrcl Assist~nt 

A.H. Martir. 27 Gcncrcl Assistnni;/ 
1:ctco1•0J.ogiccl O ) serv ~ 

C. G. Collop 28 Wireless Operni;or 
Hechonic 

H.J. Rooinson 24 Diesel El1:Jctric .!cchcnic 

Deccpt.ion I.W.N. Clarke 27 Meteorologic ... l Observer/ 
Islcnd Base Len.fler 

D. J . George 21~ l.!eteorologiccl t..ssis-cnnt 
(Seni.:>r Du'ties) 

F. J •• Ha.11 20 Meteo1·01ogicul Assistant 

t .• H. Farrent 39 Di eccl Electric ~.ieehc..nic 

B. Teyler 29 Wi.L'eless Oper:itor 
Uecacnic 



Buse 

Hope Bay 

.i' .. rgentine 
Islnnds 

: .. d.'1lirul ty 
Bey 

Signy Island 

Nr:.me 

G. 'ti. M~rsh 

A.J. Stnndring 

K. Vo Bleiklocl<. 

D. G. Strf'.tton 

B. Kemp 

J. :·.... Coley 

G. H. Br·ookfield 

n. F. Tr~i t 

Y.:. E. c. Powell 

P. W. King 

D • ..' ... B~rrctt 

F o Lo Johnson 

H. Smi th 

D. 1· •• Clnrke 

\ . .... Kelley 

R.F. Worswick 

R. J . Bnnl~s 

G.E. Hemmen 

B.L. Goloorne 

J. Turnoull 

1 .• G. Tri tton 

R • .'.o Berry 

D. Pnrsons 

R •• J. Tcn'ton 

T.G. Owen 
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i.ge 

27 

26 

25 

26 

;·.ppointment 

Hedicn.l Officer/ 
Buse Lc"'der 

Geologist 

Surveyor 

Lssistant Surveyor 

22 Ueteorological 
: .. ssist.cnt (Senior 
Duties) 

23 keteocologicnl 
} .. ssistmt 

32 Me'teo1•ologic".l 
Ooscrv0r 

29 Meteorological 
oose1·ver 

25 Diesel Elcc'tric 
.1Icchrolic 

31 Wireless Oper"'.to r 
1:eclrnnic 

20 Meteorol ir~l 
ooserv r/ •:se Lecde;.· 

23 hle'toorologic1l 
~ssin tant (Senior 
Dutien) 

27 Meteoroloeical 
Ooccrver 

21 Diesel Electric 
l.!echc.nic 

32 ·v1rcloss Op1..rntor 
i.tcchnnic 

25 Mcteorologicul 
Asoic t~nt/Bcse Lea.de 
(Senior· Du "Gien) 

23 ~eteorologic~l 
Observer 

27 Meteorologic~l 
ooservcr 

23 Diesel Electric 
Hechcuuc 

33 Wireloos Opc1·ator 
hlech 'Ulic 

21 Meteorolo lcal 
O~server/B~Ge L0ader 

23 Me'tcorologic~l 
;.ssistcn't (Senior 
Du'ties) 

20 ~eteorolog1c~1 
: .sGiGtrult 

25 Diesel Elec'trlc 
.Iochanic 

24 Vireless Oper~tor 
Meehnnic 



3. \ORK .'~T B.'.SES 

B "l I • I t .se h , Par Lockroy 

This Baee continued with the Ionospheric progr~~ne "'.nd 
made continuous ooscrv~tions throughout the ye~r excep't for t~o 
short oreulrn of 1 2 nnd 18 hours cnused oy minor f'nul i;s in the 
cqu ipmcn i;. 

The manu"'.l equipmcn-c "J'l.S operni;cd at th1·ee- hou1·1y interv::ils 
Uil'til. Morch r1hen "tho fully nutomo.tic cquipmc.nt sunpliecl through 
the Direc "tor of Scientific nnd Industrial Rese"'rch \"lnB installed. 
The equipmen-c made observ:-i.:tions every hour encl ran con'tinuously 
with surprisingly little c.ttention. The results followed 
simil[lr trends to those ooscrvcd dui·ing 1 952. 

Tne .t.uto- Di cs el Genern.tors were ovcrhc.ulad o;r the R.R. s . 
" John Biscoe" engineers during the 19,2/53 SUJnmer nnd ran 
continuously, 24 hours dcily, during 1953. 

J.n ex'tension W'1S ouil't to the Bnse Hut 'to m·ovide cm of'f'icc 
C'nd rndio room ~d so nllorJ sufficient spnce in- tho origint.l 
r".dio/ionospheric ro"m to house the new cquipme;nt. 

Routlne mctoo .. •ologic~l obs1.;;1•v['tions were mndc ".lt six
hourly in 'torvc.ls. 

(o) B~se 'B', DecePtior. Islrnd 

:.s in 1952 mo:>t of -che work a.t this Bc.se wo.s 1aeteorologiccl. 
Schcd11les rrnrc main ta.incd in spi -ce of the B~sc oeing unders-co.f'fed; 
one ,n ~n W'1S returnee to Si;anlcy r:t the oeginning of the rcnr !'nd 
nnother W"S ir.cnpnci tatecl for sovcro.l months du ... •ing the ycr.r by 
illness . Fifty- nine pilot onlloon ascents were completed during 
the year·. 

The lot't of "&he mcin hut nns fi 'tted out to o.ccornmodc.i;e ::. 
con'tingent. of Royal Marines during the 1952/53 summer nnd wa.G 
ag...iin used 'Oy 'the i·clief contingent durlng the 1953/54 summer~ 

Two Surveyoro, recruited for service c.t :-I ope Buy during 
1954, were i;cmpornrily posted to Deception Islnnd f'or the 1953/5L~ 
summer . They were provided with equipment nnd mntei·it.ls by i;he 
Di rec tor of' Coloniul Surveys ocf'ore lef.'.ving Englcma. ~n<.1 mr.de ~ 
complete topogrnphical survey of the Islo.nd. B::isc personnel CTld 
Royol .t.:arines assisted "them to set up cnmps {'.t various places 
on 'the Island; stores ~nd equipmen'ti were moved oy a comoin~~~on 
of ~~oll boats and sledges (bo'th m~n c.nd dog hnuled). 

(c) Base ' D' , Hope Bny 

The yecr 1953 proved c very full one f'or -chis Bcse. I-c 
started ·vii th mc.ny s'truc tul"el improvcmen ts to the B!\Se Hu't which 
grencl:r increased 'the wcrmth and comfort. .: .. cecond store/ 
emergency hut was ercc 'ted in 01·der to house mo .. "c stores under 
cover t.hc.n hitherto. In order to provide sufficient soul me.rt 
f'or deg food it W'1B decided t.o maintc.in 'two men nnd one or i;wo 
teems of uogs in Duse Bay as often ns possible. To make their 
lot eo.sior a small li vir.g nut \" .... s erected ct ViG\7 Poin't ns a 
convenient centre. T'ne ~ut wa.s prcf~oricated in Str.nley, 
delivered to Hope Bay oy the R.R. s . "John Biscoe" and trnnspor'ted 
to 'the Gi tc by dog sledge. The huti lms crec tcd by Bnsc pcrsor1nel 
and occupied for considero.olo pc11 iods du1•ing tho ye'1r. Rf1.dio 
and me'licorologicnl equipmcn'li was provided c.nd o'oscl'vo.tions 
tra.ns.r.i 'tiiOd thI'iCO daily to StMlOY vi~. Hope Bny. Tho I'OS.J.l ts 
provided ~.n J.ntercstlng co.mpnriGon oc'twecn the \7cci;her on ov.ch 
side of Trinity Peninsula. 
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r~~~~~~~~~~--------._ ...................... ------------~ 

Most of the 1953 personnel, including the Bose Le~der and 
~~l'veyors, h·td '"tlrccdy aer·:ed through 1952, so thE: wo1· •• d11ring 
1"'953 w-:s genurc.lly a continuation of' "the v;orl~ done the previous 
Yu'"'r . 

Slcdi:ring 

'l'he f'ollowing journeys 11cre Wldertnkcn: -

(i) Locnl Survey nnd Guoloey 

Party: Blciklock, Strcttc-, ~toncley 
(relio~~d lntcr 15• / J scnson) 
~.nd Coley 

Durr1tion: 28th December, 1952 to 
3rd J~nuary, 1953 - 7 d~ys 

uilcs Tr~.velled : 50 

The plan w":.s to ex-tend the loc·~l Surve~r 2.nd 
Geology to "Che Thi.mole Po~~k orc.:a out li i;i;le w~.s 
nchieved oec~use or lov1 cloud. Progress \7c.s m":.dc 
during the yc:ir rti i;h the trhmgulc.tion of tho 
Bcso nrcn. 

(ii) .Tourncvs in 00n~0xion \~i th tho urc.!tion nnd 
OCCUT>rltion of v:.-v·.·: Point Hut --

Pcrty: 
Duration : 
Miles 

Travelled: 

P'1r'ty: 
Duiation: 
MilcG 

Travelled: 

Porty: 
Durr: ti on: 
?!ilea 

'.:'1··well od: 

P rty : 
Du1•ntion: 
lli les 

Trcvelled: 

P"'l'ty: 
Dur:.ition : 
Miles 

Trnvellcd 

Pnr'ty: 
Dur"ttion: 
Miles 

Travelled: 

P1.rty: 
Durn.tion: 
Milos 

Tr·~velled: 

n:i.['.iklock and Harsh 
7th to 13th Feoru .ry, 1953 - 7 dcys 

50 

Kemp nnd Po·.vell 
l'th to 25th Feoru ry, 1953 - 19 a-ys 

60 

Strat~on nnd Coley 
20i;h Fcoru"ry to 11th M"'rch, 1953 - 20 dos 

60 

Blniklock ~d Br.,oki'ielcl 
7"th to 19th M rch, 1 953 - 13 dnys 

60 

T..li t ~d Po\·1ell 
11th "tO 20th f~ay, 1953 - 1 0 dn.ys 

110 

Tait cmd Powell 
29-ch t:ny to 13th June, 1953 - 1 6 dcys 

60 

Tait Pnd Brookfield 
16'th June 'to 2nd ,July, 1 9.53 - 17 days 

50 

- u -



P rty: 
Dur'ltion: 
11les Trn.velled : 

Pr.rty : 
Duration 
iles tz·c.velled : 

P".rty : 
DuL''!tion : 

Milos Travelled : 

·coley ~Jld Keinp 
20th to 29th July, 1953 - 10 d~ys 
25 

1·..,1·sh nnd Tc'.i t 
23rd :.ugust to 3rd Septe11oer - 1 2 dr.y 
25 

Brookfield "'Jld Kemp 
17th Septemoer to 1st Octooer, 1c53 -
15 dnys 
30 

The hut rms or·ec tcd during 'the mon'ths of' Hey , 
Jtme ~nd July. The -i;imoer und c.ccessories VI ere 
nlcdgcd -i;o the~ i;ide cr,.,,ck at the 1'oot of' Last Hill 
oy various p~rtics from Bnse going to co:lect seol 
mu·~'t o The m'1teri~ls were slec.1gcd ncross Duse Br-.y 
to tho si "&e oy Tni "& end Por1ell v1ho n.leo er cc tcd i;he 
f'r'11rwwork end eompleted tho outside DO' .. t'ding. It 
is bntcres"&ing to note that the tor.1pc.1·c.tu1·0 --.ver'lged 
-12 Fr.hr,.mhei t during 'thP.EC oper·":tionn. B1·ookfield 
nnd T::ii t r:ompletcd 'the interior 01· "&he hu't .. The 
site chosen is '1r.. excellent one frcm th~ se~ling point 
of viow ~s seals hnve ocen ooser\c1 in th~t ".rcn 
nr'lc"ticc·lly "'11 the y c"r round. For m1..teo;:.'ological 
oo~ervations the c.xposurc is verr good although 
visioilitv "to the south l'nd couth-e'1S"& is limi'ted 
bec~mse of i;hc heig.ht of' the cliffs on 'the northc!'Il 
side of View Point. 

(iii) Rcconn~iss'":.r.ce Ovarlnnd Rout~ -:.nd Dcoot Lrvinn: 
Journey 'tO Russell Gl~cier 

Pnr'ty : 

DuI'"\tion : 

Miles Tr~v0llad: 

H 'rf'.Jl, Bl '"\llGocl~, Stn.ndring ~nd 
Strnt"ton 
24th hlarch to 3rd .~ril, 1953 -
11 d"'.YS 
120 

Tho p['.rty tra.vcllocl oy tho usu'11 .. •outo f'1•om 
Hope Bey "&o Duse Bny end th enc c •1cr0Bs the sou ice 
'to Vi..;v: Point . 1. good scfe ovcrlrnci route via Broud 
V~lley vr.s then f'ollowed to Bcehi ve Nun:-.to.k , where the 
dcpo't was luid, end an ensy rou'te found ".cross Ras.rnll 
Glacier. 

(iv) .TomncY to Jr.son Island 

Pnr'ty ; 

Dur'ltion : 

Miles T1·cvelled : 

Marsh, Blaiklock, St".ndring ar.d 
Strntton 
27"th J.nril "tO 2nd c~cy (f'nlse S'tUrt) 
:md then 4i;h Mny to 17th July -
81 days 
756 including f'f'.lse s'turt 

The ooject of' the journey wns 1'or a com'Jined 
nurvey nnd geologic ~1 p-- rty to tr·wel r;ou 'th to "the 
Jnson I slnnds vi::i Cnpe Longing f'nd the SeGl Nuns.tcJ-:s 
Survey w"\s concerned with the nre'1.s :- Rooertson nnd 
.T'1son Islands "'.nd th~t p'lrt of the mr.inl '1.ncl coc.st whic.;h 
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h d oecn ooocur~d oy low cloud du1·ing the 
1 91.i7 journey to l. ~rgueri te Bny. Geology u .a 
to oe undert".ken .s ti~e "'.nd circumct'1Ilces 
permitted. ~ 1,200 lo. depot h~d ocen pl~ced 
on Burn .urdoch Hunrrt".l: during 19~2 "'nd it w s 
pl ".I111ed to "t".ke on suff'icient food fo1· ..... 40 d~y 
,journey from there. 

The first S't"rt \/'"'.S '"'DOI''tiVO DCC".USC b'"'.d 
wer.thor forced the p-:r'ty 'to lie un nt Vim1 
Poin't for four doys. They i ·ctul'ned to Hope 
Bey or more provisions "'.nd m::-.dc '1 fl'Jsh s't rt 
on the 4lih Mey. The overlnnd route previously 
1rned in ,.pril wc.s follor:cd to Beehi vc Nunr:tnlt 
f'rom where pr.rt of the depot v1ns co1lec'tod, emu 
3 considcr".oly shorter route was found ccrosn 
Russell nnd Victor y Glaciers to Pi Tit Point. Tho 
survey of Robertson D.nd .Jnson Isl--.nds W".s 
<;omple t ed ou"t there wrs insuf'f'icicnt time i;o 
complete the survey of the r.ir.inlrmd cons't . 
Gcol0Bic1.1l exmninotions were m"de n't Rooert;son 
ruid Jason I slcnds and tue Sc:~l Nunc.tnks. J".son 
I slLllld proved to oe l .... rgcly composed o1' 
microgr ... n1tes p:cooo.oly in-i;ruded into i;he Trini"ty 
Peninsula sedimcr..-;;s . This mid- winter journey of 
756 miles was a noter1orthy .... chievement .. 

( v) .Tourney to Jnmes Ross I slr:nd 

Support Pc.r•ty : 
Dur".tion : 
Miles Trnvclled : 

Gcologic".l P~rt~-: 
Durntion : 

Mileu Tr".velled : 

survey P".r'ty : 
Dur'1.tion : 

Milco Tr::\Vl)lled: 

Tnit ::ind King 
6-th to 11th l.ugust - 6 d""ys 
100 

Coloy ".nd St'Uldring 
6th _"..ugust to 1 Oth Septcmocr, 
1 953 - 36 d'1ys 
300 

Bl'"'.i~lock nnd St~nt~on 
6th ~ugu6t to 15'th Soptcmocr , 
1 9 5 3 - l~ 1 d' Y G 

350 

':'he obj ec't of 'the journe;r vr.s to comple'te the 
curvey of the southern h'1lf of J".!nos Hose Isl .nd, 
t.o m"'ke 0 .n nctronomic .1 fix 11t Snow Hill Isl--.nd, 
t.o circumn'.lvign'tc Jt:'..ues Ross Isl11nd l'..nd "sccnd 
Mount H'1.dding'tor.. . The gcologicnl p'.r'ty wore to 
cx'lminu Se:,rrnour, Snow Hill md Cockourn I sl"n , 
thu Nnze ~nd the clif~s north of 'the Bay oy Hldden 
L::tke. 

Tho proposed pl'Ul w'ls for the n~rtics 'to 
trovel toecthur ns f"r cs C .pc L:"'.chm~ \'then 'the 
support party would return to Hope Bny "'.nd the 
survey o.nd geological p~rti~s work sepnr".tely. 

:.11 the objects •f the journey wer·e completed 
os well us some contouring of the ice cap and 
visi~s oy the geological party to a numoer of 
ou'tcrops on James Ross Island . Oreta~eous nnd 
Tcrtiar t sedimen'ts were studied o.nd a collection 
of Cretaceous rossils made. 

- 6 -



(vi) Co.ncined Deno"& . Survey and Gcolo.e!_cal Journey 
t;O Co.ne LonP:inrr 

Depot Pari;y : 
Dur a'tion: 

Lllos Travelled : 

Survey Party : 
Duration: 
Miles Trnvelled : 

Geological Party : 
Duration : 
Milos Tr avelled : 

Marsh und Po\, ell 
3rd i;o ~4'th Octooor, 1953 -
22 days 
21 6 

Blaiklock and Strat'ton 
3rd to 30th Oc too er - 28 days 
240 

Stond1•ing ona Coley 
3rd to 30th Octooer - 28 days 
220 

The plnn vms for a combined party to ::>l ".cc c 
depot in the vicini t.;,' of C~pe Longing for use on 
u survey journey t.o Ev~'n ' s Inlet in 1 954, to make 
on nctronou1i cul fix at Persson Island, to run u 
'tI'averse up Vic"tory Glccier , to spend a r1cck 
geologising in 'the Cupe Longing urea wl th c vit.w 
t:o throv1ir.g more ligh'C on -che r l:...tionship oe'twt:en 
'the Trini r,y Peninsula sez·ies n,nd "the meso?.oic scdirncr. <,s 
in "the nren and -co move ::i. depot from : .. zi nu'th Hill 
to a more sui'tnole posi-cion ~1i Pitt Point . ~11 these 
tasks were completed as well "C th1·ee hourly 
mc'teorological ooservQvionr, throughout "the journey. 

(vii) Surve;ir c.nd Geology of' .Toinville nnd 
'"'d io.ccmt I slo.nJs 

Party : 

Durniion: 

l:iiles Tr·.:i.v elled : 

Bl~.iklock, Stra--..t.on, Standring 
c-.nd T'1ylor (new r·ec I'Ui 't) 
7th Dece~oer, 1953 to Jrd 
Feoru ry, 1954 - 59 days 
21 () 

The pl'in w::. s f'o r the R. R. S. ",John Bincoc" t o 
tr'1!lspor't o. fully equi pued p::r't;v O.L rour men end 
two dog teruns 'to Joinville Islnnd 'tO :nrlrn topogr::.phicnl 
rmd gcologic·ll survcyEJ of the Islnnd o.nd as much ns 
possiole of' t.he rdj .cent I'Sl'ildu. 

The prr-cy w~s l"nded •ith lic"tle trouole end 
set up o .re depoT: ca.1Iu three .. iles nor'th ·V:'CS't of 
Cc.pe Kinnes . /. week was snen't rnlnying loads 
inllllld ·:nd then "two journeys were mrid~ roune the 
Islund dnring which the .1c.jori 'tY of the sur·vey r.nd 
geology ~~s completed, with 'the ezception of "the 
Firth of T'1y shore. Mosli of tht:i rocl{ outc.i.~ops or • 
. Join ville were v isi 'ted ,..nd the gre~ter p-irt of the 
Isl:uld found t.o oe composed of sudiments o~ the 
T •inity Pt..ninsulc series with some. intrusions. On 
\,he; nor·th- e".B't cons't u n ...... ror oand of conglomerates 
si.nil. r to "the .rur'1ssic conglomcrn."tcs soen in the 
northern end cf' "the Penlncmln, yielded c. few poor 
pl:-.nt fossi:s flnd 'ilere do. nf"ul lied '1Gfdns't the 
older sediments. 

Regular meteorologic .1 ocnerY"''Cions were 
mr:.i 1noined during th'e jou1·noy end sea Le c ooserv","tions 
-irunsmi li'ted to Hope Bay when Ob£el'vecl. .,,: nwnocr of 
C'dul 't pengui ns end c!1icks wore Ylei&hed ".t -:the b"se 
deoo't crnnp rooker·y . 
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~ edical Rese,arch 

The medical officer continued wl th urinnry Vi't'UJ1.in C 
ooservntions out because of his long corenccs ~rom Base 
on sledge journeys the1·e still rcmai.ns much work to oe 
done n the suoject. 

e"tcorology 

Full l'OUtine ooservr.tions 'Uld climl'1tOlOFi<.:t.l work 
was c"rried out i:hrougl1oi.1t the ye"l' • :. new n.ner1.om.,i;e1• 
to"rnr was erected to~nu·ds the end of Dec.:e .. 001· , 195? to 
i·enlece t.he origin~l one destroyed oy the wind c1uring 
1952. The nt,;W tower wi thsi.;oocl 1'reg,uem; hu1·Picane fore e 
winds during the yecr without sustaining d~mugc . 
Exp er imen tal recording wind inntrumcn ts tnd a "Dcwcoll" 
rccoi·dor were inst!llled in March. Work on tho instru:11cnts 
too it up a consideruole o.rnount of time out results, except 
in the case of the recording volt motor (gind speed) 
were unsc.tisfuctory Decnuse or electric~l f~ults. Snouflake 
fixation was undert~!{cn whencvur ponsiblc und 1 06 pilo-c 
b .. lloon ·scents were successfully completed. 

Ne~rly all ~onths during the year were chnrocterised 
by hign mean winds. The month of Mny, \7hich in 1952 uc:r. 
by .f'rir the ·1indiesr, month, pro·1ed the opoosi .. e in 1953 
with c-;lms recorded :f .)r nearl;,- one third of the coser·vctions 
!. gust of' 12e 1mot.s ·;1'ls recorded on the 30th :.pi·il and 
over 11 period o:f eight hours nt the time the1·e ·vas a 
con~inuous mean wind of 80 r.nots . The monthly mevn 
tempe.£'ntures v!ere roughly comporo.ole wi lih thgse of 195 2, 
though the lowest minimum tempcrrrture of -14 F vms 
considerably higher ih·m the lowust minima fo1· several 
months of ~he previous year. Snowfall wns heaviest during 
,· .. ugus'& "nd least during July roid Sep"&cmocr. 

01·ni tholoey 

The first penguins were seen in the rookery to the 
west of the B~se Hut during the lnst week in Sep1.e, .oer 
o.na they 1·eturned in full f'orce during the second Vlee': in 
Octobero The fil·st eggs •vere .found on the 5th Novemoer 
and lnter ayprox.i.mntely 1 ,400 ·rcre collec.:tcd. The 
J.rgentine Base rr..emoers ~lso collected egrs, out oy 
arrangemem; oe'tween 'the B1·i ti sh B· se Le::i.de1· and the 
~·.rgen'tine Commander u li.n:::t v1C'.s set of 1 ,500 C""ES f'or 
each Bc.se. I't w~s E:.lso ngreeJ. 'that por.;cnncl fi•om 
visiting ships would no't be allowed to collect eggs. 

J.pproxim:nely 300 oirds ~·ere ki!led for dog food 
during the year. Some counts end ooservations were mcde 
tormrds 'tihe end of 'the year. The 'lillount of trnvelling 
done th.i.s year :f'rom 'this o::-.se wr.s highly sa'tisf·actory end 
reflects c1·edit on the or.se leader o.nd others concerncdo 

(d) Bnse ' F ', Arrr£ntinc Islnnds 

The Bc.se wc.s relieved in 1953 on the 7th Uc.rch nnd until 
'the "~Tohn Bircoe'' left ";gain the importam; V1orl;. for all 
conce1·ned was 'the ouilding of' foundations for the proposed 
new hut on l.L rinn Point. 
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The m.1in occ1 nation d •ring the year ·.ms noteorology. 
In ad ition to the nor.-;ial ooservo.tionnl routin: , cxp'rimental 
101·!: ·.as carried out on the Gill lm1 pre.;tJure .1 c1roren 
generator and in connexion 1ith pilot oalloon tuil ascentG. 
A nwaoer of sno / f'lakc cr·ystalc ·1ere f ix(}d and a col lee Lion 
of fifty slides resulted. A total o~ 119 pilot oalloon a~cents 
\rere made. 

Rc.sul ts from the Gi 11 .rwncr"'.tor •:10ro diSn"''OOinting; ..-:h .t 
proved 'to uc n dringerous comoin tion of cl e. Jic.-ls in .tt.e !lpts 
to genez·c:te hydro en, .L'CS 11 ted in t\.'O explosions. '".he ex0erience 
~ined however lod to the perfection of the tcctnique for 

opEr~tion du~ing 1954. 

Some oi.1.•d ringing \J',S undcrt'.lkcn ·md u nu1 oc1: of Chionis 
:.ion (Shc~thoill), C~th1..r.'.1..ctu Skua (Sku:.~) ·nd. Ph'll~:tc;roeor:ax 
:. t1•iceps ( Sh~g) "Nero ringed. 

The cche.ne for H. Smith to 001;" in f lfty re·~l pup sl~ins 
failed oecruse of the den.rth of puoping Weddells. None 'i~ere 
'taken out counts · ere m-:.de ar.d they wer·e nll sexec1 '?hen 
circumertances pe1,nlt'ted, th".t is on ell occ·.sions ~xccpi; ·.hen 
they were unoppro~ch~ole oec~use of rotten sea ice. Socls 
generclly were found to oe very ccr.rce in the ~r·en. fo1• .1ost 
of' the yc".r ·nd it WQS even found c1if'ficul t to provide food 
for the few does m~in udned. 

A nu...ioer of chort journeys \7ere m .de during the Ye .r 
mainly :for the purpose of' sc~~l huntine; ond ice ooserv~ 'tions. 
The sen froze over very quickly after the depa.L'tu.1.•e of tne 
R.R. s. ".John P.iscoe" ond j ourne:,'s were made to C,.po Tuxen on 
the h.t1' o.nd 19i:h .. ·.pril . !. three day mcm-h"t'line; -crip u~s mnde 
to Boo'th Isl...tnd oetween the 23rd "nd 25th /.p1•il 'to mn'ke ice 
oosorv~'tions; the Bism".rk Str·ai t w~.s complc1.cly ice free. 
Thu most northerly oosition rc·ch;d on the trip w~s Port Cnnrcot, 
the V1iil'tcring stntion of' i;he 11 Fl"'.l1C"'.i s " in 190LJ.; n. lri.rge 
c'lirn, oechi vc in shnpe, erec icd on t.hut occcrnion on the i-•idae 
aoove the small hnroour ··r~s found "to oo in oxcollun't condi tiono 

Du1·ing .:;-une ~"'ld July o. numoer of seal hum; Lnr; tri_rn v1erc 
m~.cle tO the V''riOL.S r djacem; iSlC'nds 'Uld On 'the 27'th July fro1n 
Clayton Hill on Pete1·111ann Island open water Y1as ooservcd to 
have ~eached the northern end of' Hovgaard Island. 

A 'trip r;as inade to the mainland in early Sept.e;, Del' for 
ice cit>servations . By th.:.s time open wa'ter· had reached as far 
sout.h as Petermann Isla!ld and further journeys · ere considered. 
imrvssiblc ~ 

(e) Base 1 G', A"irni~ali:y Bay 

Routine meteorological ooservations and wireless schedulec 
were mo.intc.ined throughout tho year. A in muc:1 'tine and 
laoou1' v1os spent on .noin teno.nce o.nd ro..,airs to the Bnse Hu't . 
A new st0re shed, prefuoricoted in Stanley, ~ s erected 11ring 
the 1 952/53 surrnncr. 

Personnel f.'.>und r·ecre~tion in skiing, occusion£..l trip::; 
on 'the sea ice exercising the dots end nwnurous wulks Dround 
tho poninsul·:i. and over i:;he KelL 1· Runge. Tmru-ds tho end of' 
the year a. r.umoer of trips we1·e mc.cJc to Point Thornns "to col lee 1i 
penguin eggs. P~rsonnel have tn~en n keen interest ln 
photogr·r.ph~r c-.nd painting. 
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The Base '1as vlsited oy the R.R.S. '' John Biscoe" during 
1rlle 1952/53 su.nmer on the 3rd Decemoer, 1952 and the 2dth 
Feoruary , 27th l"'orch and "the 13th April, 1953. 

(f) Buse 'H' , Sit"nY Island 

As at Admiral tY Bay the work at BaGe mainly cem;red round 
"the meteorological progr~Tu~e mid 79 pilot oclloon ascents were 
successfully comple'ted. Sea ice conditions ootween Signy s.r:.d 
Coronation Islnnd uere disnppointir.g and it wcs only secure 
between ear ly July una 'the middle or August . Hor1ever when the 
ice wcs the1·e good use was ma.de of it and sevc..1·al sledge 
jour·neys wc:i·e me.de to Coronation Island. Rock specimens nere 
collectud f r om all parts visited end o collection made of the 
metnmo1'phic roclrn of Signy Island. On the request of the 
Scientii'ic Bureau ccrtnin dr:.ta aoout Weddell Sc:nls wure 
collected , including nose/ tail muasurcmcnts end spucimons oi' 
'tooth , flipper nnils and skullso A short l'oport on tha 
parturition of a Weddell SeQl, illustrnted oy the actual 
photog.L,apho taken, was prep~red oy Owen. Rou"tine seo.l coun-i;s 
were mr.de during the yenr end nn orni thologicnl log kept. 

(g) South Georv.in 

Sou'th Geoi·gia Expedi "tion 

This expedition, orgcmised ond led oy Dunc~n Carse, was 
financed from Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey funds. The 
four mc.nooi·s (D. Carse, LeudeI', K. Wc.rourton , Medical Officer, 
A. F. Trendall, Geologist ~tl G. Smillie, Surveyor) toge'ther 
\'Ii th r.11 their oag~agr and equipment reached South Georgie. on 
the 10th October. Unfortunntely on arrival w~rour'ton w~s found 
to be suf'fcring from ~ duoden~l ulcer nnd nl though he regr.iri.ed 
re--.sonnoly good he'll th o.fte1· treatment in Lei th Hero our Hospl tr:l; 
wns nove1· fit enough to t~ke r.ny p'1rt in the sledge jou1'neys. 
He w~s returned to England in JanunI'y, 1954. 

During Octooer C~rse laid depots with the help of the 
sealers while Smillie nnd Trendnll eeologir.cd in the Dcrtmouth 
Point nren. The party lef't Gi•ytviken at tihe end o-r Oc too er on 
their main northern journey nnd reached Cnpe North end Schieper 
Br.y. Results were only moderately succe::>ef'ul oocm1se 01' clif'ficul 
t r r:vel conditions, cxtre.nely bod weather cmd only having i:;hree ir 
tho p·u·ty. They rci;urned to Grytviken on 'the 19th Dcce:nocr. 

The party stcrted out on their mGin souchern journey on 
the 12'th Ji:vmcry , 1954 or..d returned ai'ter 38 d"\YS in the 1"icld., 
The we~ther wne very g~od out t~e country proved too pr~cipitous 
for tr"' vol nnd Yl'.B impassnole oey,md Drye;.:il cki Fjor•d . Survey 
rusults were diseppointing oui:; gcologic~l results excellent, 
a great deal of' data being collected on tihe igneous complex 
of 'the area. I't was es'taolished t>y astronomical fix 'tha't Cape 
V~hsel is some 1i miles s. s.E. of its charted position i'th u 
general liendency to aympa"thet.lc movement in tihe rest of the 
southern end of the Islnnd. Smillie left South Georgia for 
Englund on the 15th March, 1954 out Curse ond Trcndoll steyed 
on nnd mnde a further journey 'to the Royal Bay/Gold Haroour 
c.r ea. They successf'ully completed a trigonomct1•ic al tie- up 
oetween their 1951/52 ond 1953/54 survey work 'Uld did some 
~ddi tion3l geology. Cnrse nnd Trend~'.ll loft f.'o r England on 
the 17th April, 1 954. 

Survey 01' Kini;i: Peni;ruir.r. 

B. Stonehouse (Biologis"t) and his assistant N. W. Bonne1• 
left Glasgow for South Georgia on the 29th Auguct , 1953 ir. 'the 
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. .. 
"Polar Maid" and urri ved at Sou'th G<.;orgie on tho 1 O'th Oc'toocr .. 

:1l arrival Bonner repori;cd sick and on 'the 13th it was found 
nee c.:ssary to remove a perf'ora'tr~d gangrenous a pcndix \:i th 
localised pc.ritonitis present. 

Bonner mo.de steady progress -r;o·aards 1·c.covery t>u't he.d ~o oe 
lef''t Dehind at Loi th Haroour Hoepi "tal for wiothcr 'three Yleeks 
when S'tonchouse r.1oved 'to 'the Bay of' Isles on the 29th Oc'toocr 
taking with him u temporary assistan't locally engegcd. Their 
hut; v1as erec tud in 1illlplc Ba:1 and biological s'tudies Eitc.r'ted 
almost immediately. Gentoo nnd King Penguin emoryoe \ere 
coll cc tcd ond despatched to the Scientific Bureau. King Penguinc 
Vlere mo.1·kud ond oehaviour studies stnrtod. Plankton runs ma.de 
alvng the shore produced in'teresting rcsul ts. A dctaili;d map 
or tho area rms completed ana n gcnernl mc.p of' 'the Buy of' Isles 
v1e11 in hnna oy the end of' Decemoer. J. Vle.i:ther log w~s kept cmd 
ooservrtions taken daily. 

The pc1·ty is to 1·ernr:in 11t the Bay of Isles un'til ec.rly 
1955. 

4. HEALTH /JID HORI.LE 

r 
,.J . 

,.a in 1952 the heal "th of Survey personnel wo.s ve1·y good 
except for 1ninor ailmer.i;s nnd 'the cnse repo1·ted ir.. my 
Confidential telegram No. 115 FIDEP of the 3rd Septemocr, 1953. 
U\..I'3le eppenrs to have oeen p .r1:iculrrly high a't all Bases 
during 1953. The death o:f 1 ... H. Forrant reported in my 'tclegrc.m 
No. 149 FIDEP of the 18th Novemocr, 1953 had n depressing effect 
on Bose B for n time Du;c this soon disappc"'":'Crl when new personnel 
~rrivcdo 

TiiE R}JLIEF OF B.'.~ES 

Fjrs't Southern Voyu~e 

The s. v. ".Tohn Biscoe" lcf't Port Stanley on 'tho 24th 
Novcmbc..r rind rctur·ncd on the 17"th Dcc cu10cr, 1952 after relieving 
B lSeG D, B, 0 and H in th'"lt order end visi -cinc; GI•jrtvilwn nnd 
Leith H I·l:lour at South Georgie. . Procticull;y no icu wo.H seen 
during the voyage. 

Socond Southern Vo~aac 

The s. v. "John Eiscoc" left Stnnoly f'ol' hc1• second voyage 
on the 13th Janur1·y, 1953 oui; unfortunately ran aground c::::t 
Dc1·win, 'lhere she h"'~d called to load provisionc, and suc1iained 
serious drunage 'to her rudder and s-ceering gcra·. The engineero 
were aole to make temoor~ry repc.:.rs on the spot l'.nd the vessel 
wns then nolo to return vo S'tanley for further cAam1nc1iion. 
Iti \7 s found nccessnry ~o send her to Hontevideo for dr~r-doc :ing 
f'.nd repairs Defore she G"' ilcd south "'e;nin. Further 'tCin:>orr-iry 
repairs were made in S't"'.nley 'to mnke hor sufficiently sec.worthy 
for the 1 ,ooo mile joul'Iley. Lll cnr~o :'1s unloaded end sne 
lefti on tho 2?.nd Jn:r.ucry. Repairs were put in hand irr~~ediutoly 
on nrri vril in Montevideo . Repn.irs were complo'tud V(.ry quickly 
a.r.d 'tne vGssel rctur·nccl to Stanley for l'c-lording. She f'in~lly 
sc:ilcd f'vr the Deper..dencies on 'the 25th Feo1·u, ry. All Bflses 
encl South Georgia we1·e visited and 1ihe rumn'11 reliei' comple'ted. 
Heavy pack ice wns enc.:oun'tered l>etween Pol't Lockroy and "the 
Argen tjnc Inlands ".nd '11; 011e 'time the vessel wc.s ncset off 
Doume1• Islcmd for four dnys . Wide det.ours h "'.d to oe made uf'ter 
l cnving Hope Bay for Sigr..y Isl,.,nd to avoid heavy c onsolidt:ted 
P'"'Ck. She wns r.gain beset or. the 3rd I~oril for 18 hours off 
Bridgeman Islnnd. The ship returned ~o Port S1itinlcy on th~ 
2l~th J~pril . 
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Du1•lng ihc voyage over a week wcs spem; r.t the Argen"tine 
Islcnds lnying the founa~tions for the new Base Hut. The ma.in 
ouilding at Admiral~y Boy ~cs in such a state of disrepair thut 
p~rt of it h~d to oe pulled down "'.l'ld re-erected on new 
foundntions. 

This voyage, first del~yed oy the mishap ~t Derwin and 
then oy difficult ice conditions, wcs the lest of the ee~son 
:md the vessel soiled f'or the United Kingdom on the 11th r!::iy 
and arrived at South~~ptor. on the 11th June. 

On her return it oecnme knovm that Her Mnjesi;y the Queen 
hoC. oeen pl eased to c.pprove the redesign~tion of the Survey 
Vessel ne Roynl Resenrch Ship. Tho R.R. S. "John Biscoe" wc.s 
also invi 'ted to tnke po.rt in the Coronation Royal Nc.vul Review 
and work on painting the hull stm·ted o.1most immedin"tely. She 
was rec.dy just in "time o.nd took up her position n·~xt to "the 
Canadian Ice Breaker Dioerville; n f'i t'ting climax -co c. trying 
OU"t SUCCesf'ul sensono 

The '1nnu:.il rcf'i t r.nd lor.tling vms comole'tcd oy the 1st 
Octooer when she left Sou'tho.mp"(;on for the 1953/54 romunl relief' 
of B~sos. The R.R.S. "Johr... Biscoe" lef"t on her firsi; southern 
voyage on "the 9th NovemoGr ~~d relieved all Boses excep1i the 
Argentine Islands. Ligln pnck ice wcs encoun'tcred on i:;he YID.Y 
to Admir"'lty Bay 11i -chin a r~dius of 20 miles of' North Forel~nd 
and Cape Melville and he2.VY pc.ck on the VIO.y to Deception Islri.nd 
from C'l.s'tle Rock to v. i 1.hin one raile of the Bellows. Por't Fosl:er 
was still fc.st icl.! and Vihc.lcrs Bey r-ooui; throe tenths pack ice. 
The Base Mechanic Ar'thur t'r:rrnnt died 011 the 17th Novemoe r, the 
eve ~f the vessel's nrrivul nt Decep'tion Inlruid, and was ouried 
or. the 22nd Novemoer . The inquest and ou1·lnl service were 
conducted oy Captain Johnston. 

Because of ice conditions Ho~.s. Nereide was unaole "to 
reach Dece_<>tion Island to land a con ti .gent of' Royal Marines; 
consequen'tly the R.R. s. "John Biscoe" '1ad to rendezvous wi 1ih 
her off Cape Melville to transfer tn0 men anr.1 their ·baggage 
for onward transport to Deception Island via Admiralty Bo.y. 
The r.:nrines were lnr.ded early on "the 30th Novomocr !Jcf'ore t:hc 
v esscl sailed f'or Port Lockroy uhere she arrived le. te the 
same evening. Light pac1, ice and brash ~ias encnunt cr·ed on 
the passage. 

All stores uere discharged oy the 2nd December and the 
vessel left for Hope Bay. 'i'his Base was rclievc.1 c..nd a survey 
and geological pur-cy toge1iher with their dogs n.11d cquipmen1i 
trunspor'ted across to Joinville Iclnnd. The "John Eiscoc11 

finally sailed f'or Signy I slc.nd on the 7'th Deccmt:e r. 

Numerous large grounded iceoergs were seen Det:.ieen Hope 
and B~ansfield Islunds nnd along the northern co~st of 
D'Urvillo Isl'1r.d. Mc..ny arec.s of pack ice were cvoidod on 
pc.ser\ge toV1nrds Signy oy detours to the northward. Signy 
Island \70S ren.ched on the 9-ch and clor.rcd by tho 11 'th Dcco,,1oor 
when course wcs set for South Gcorgiu where on arrival ounkcr 
i'uel, fresh weter cmd gQs oil in d1·ums were loc.ded. 

The vessel cleared Sou'th Georgie. on "tho 15'th Dcccmocr' 'Uld 
was instructed to Eot cour·sc for Dundee IslcJ'ld, to invcstig<ne 
an Argentine Buse therco The pnssago was made in f'oul v;cat.hcr 
concli tions and course ho.d to be nl torod continuously northv10.rds 
tc nvoicl pack ice. Ac ti •re Sound wns found "t".> oe completely 
covered with thick fes"t ice out n pnrt:' \'ns landed on the 

- 12 -



' 

or th- \· est t,;7.tremi ty of Dundee Isl ".lld r.nd W'.lH~cd some two to 
three milos to tho Argentine B~sc, vhich wnc found to oo 
occupied oy three men. A ·~ritten protest w~s hr.ndod to tho 
leader out he nervously rof'uscd this saying his Yt".S only c. 
sub-Bnsc nnd the Commr.nder \0!'1S st~tionc.d at Hope B"Y• The 
British pnrty then returnud to the R.R. s. "John Biscoo11

; the 
vessel cnlled nt Hope Bc.y for mail und so.ilcd to Stanley 
o.rr 1 v ing on tJ1 e 23rd Dec emoer. 

6. HE'T'EOROLOGICAL SF.RVICE 

See Annual Report :for ·1953 which follows under separa'te 
cover. 

"/ . HEAD~U \RTERS AND REAR BASE: 

F. K. Elliott 
J.R. Green 

Miss R. U. Gurd 

Miss P. r.. Nol'thwood 
Miss c. Rowlands 
J.B. Browning 
Mrs. F . Rooe .. n:s 

Stnff HousinD' 

Secretery 
Assistant s~cretary 

(Stores Scc'tion) 
Chief' Clerk (Personal 

Aosistant to Governor) 
General Clerk 
StOl'eS Clerk 
Storekeeper 
Office Assistant (Rear Buse) 

The Secretary' s house was completed c.nd occupied from ~he 
6th Docemocr, 1953. Ano'ther house w~ s purchased 'towards 'the 
e.nd of the year which has oeen extensively modernised ruid 
ropoircd ond will coon be occupied oy the Senior Meteorological 
Asci stant . A prcf'noricated oungalow pu1•cho.c:ed in the Un.t 'ted 
Kingdom, D.rri ved oy F . I. c. Char'ter Vessel ln Douemo el' r-.nd is 
oeing crec tied for the Assistnn't Secrcrto.ry. 

R ccrui tmen t 

Tho now snlnry scales, oy which the Du-cy Allow::-.nce W8.S 

consoliclatcd in the snlary , look more attractive; o.nd wcrt3 
in'troduccd in 'time for the 1953 recruiting so~Gon . More 
anplicnnts resulted espccinlly for General Assistnnt, 
Meteorological ooscrver, Diesel Elcct.ric Mechanic nnd Wireless 
Oporc.tor Mcchonic vnconcies. Choice of npplicun'ts h'1d oeen 
very rca'trict d for the previous ~wo or three yenrs ou't this 
incre~se in tho numocr of ~pplicar.ts has resul~ed in a mnrked 
improve.nont in the 'type of persons selected. 

Pol "l' Medals 

Some foity- five F.I.D.S. and ex F.I.D.S. personnel 
c.ttcndod In7csti tures nt Buckinghrun Pr.lnce during Octooc1• 
and rccei vcd the Pol"r Medal from Ho1· M-tjesty tho Queen. 

8. HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY 

The orac'tice 01' carr~ring a Royal Naval Survey Unit on the 
R. Rft s. "John Bisc.;oe11 was discontinued at the end of' i:he 1951/52 
season. However the !!aster and Office1·s of the vessel coni;inued 
to maim ooserva:tions &...'l'ld sights in the Dependencies as 
opportunity off'ered and much of the information reg_uired oy the 
Hydrogr apht..:r (your Savingrrun No. 2 Colony of' the 8th January , 
1953, rei'eI's) WEHl collected during tho 1952/53 and 1953/54 
seasons. 
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S • ~I •,W"IFIC BURT':..'.U 

J.s from the 1st :.:or~l, 1953 the Fc.U~land I elands 
Dependencies Scientific Bureau become nn integral part of 'the 
Falkland Islc.nds Dependencies Survey. 

General 

Tho Bureau provided infor·.nc.tion on request: 'tO o. numoer of 
individuals nnd government dcpur-cmcntu including t.hc Foreign 
Offke, N. I.O., Admiralty ond the Ministry of Dc1'c;nce. 

B. Stonehouse and his nssis'tant N. Bonner v101· rnd c.t 'the 
Bureau planning their· cxpedi tion 'to Sou'th Georgia from the 1 s"t 
July unt.il their dcpart.ure. The Empel'or Penguin and chiclt 
orougln from M~rgucri to Bay oy S'tonehonsc in 1949 and lo'ter 
sc't u1 for exhioi tion c.'t the Festi vnl of Bri tcin m~s presented 
to the Sco'tt Polar Rcse~rch Ins'titutc. 

Examples of' F.I.D.S. field survey sheets and various 
pieces of' equipmen't ''Jere len't to the Scientific !.usoum fror:i 
J.pril to the 17th Jc.nu~ry, 1954 'for showing at tho Exhioitio~ 
of' Navigation. 

Dr. R.Vo Hesketh, recruited oy Rear Bcse us Scientific 
Off'icer t ·or the geophysical progrc.mme e.'t the Argentine Islands, 
wcs attached to the Burecu rrom the 16th Nov~noer. Dr. Fuchs 
is to ~rrar.ge for Hesketh to !l.ttend vc.i-•ious Depc.r't.11ents and 
Iusti tut ions f'or 4.ns"truc 'tior.s on the mo.intcncmce :-nd opeJ.'C.tion 
of the vnrious equipmcn~s . R.J.F . Taylor uas attnched to ~he 
Bure"u f'rom July ur."til his depnr"tUl'e for the Dependencies in 
Octooer, prepc.rir.g for his studies on dog haulage, r.utri 11ion 
:md physiology. Ho visited vr,rious firms end organisf'.'tions ..1.n 
connexion with the design and mmiufacture of a spociul wlnch 
for com;x·ol testing of' fric tionnl resis'tancc values for 
different sledge runner mn"terinls over the various snow ~d ice 
surf re cs mc·t in the J .. nv:.rc tic o 

Retained Personnel nnd their work 

Dr. W. J.L. Slcden continued his studius of the .t..dulie 
pGnguir. "Chrough 1953 working under Dr. Lack o.t Oxford. Sl~den 1 

s 
film, "'l'he Life History of 'the /.delic Penguin" wnc sho\m co the 
zoological Socio'ty of London ::ma "tt me Intc1·re 'tion'll Film 
fcctivnl mid was very well received. He hns designed c.n 
improved type of ring f'or use on "the Gir.nt Slmc. C'.nd penguins 
nnd, worli:ing in conjunc'tiun wi 'th Dr. Fuchs nnd S<:crc-to.ry, I'. I. D.S. 
has produced a oiI·d ringing sche:m. sui tat>lo f'or applic"tion in 
the Dependencies. 

R. ~. Laws completed his service w1'th the Survey ct the 
end of' Septemoer end his work h'1e since oeen puolished in four 
sepnrate F. I.D.S. Scientific Reports entitled "Tne Elephan"t 
Seul" . He was grl\Ilted C' C"1'!1bridge Ph. D. for his w ark. A 
lnrge collection of Elcphnnt Seal skulls collcc"ted ~Y LPWS 
•ere prescm"tod to 'the Bri 'liish Musewn; Miss King of the 

Zoological DopartmG~t is 'tO write a paper on the morphology 
of 'these slrnlls. 

R •. J . ;.die nlso finished his v: odt with thv Survey c.t -che 
m~d ot Sep-ccmour rmd his work is to oc put>lishud in six 
sepnrnte F.I.D.S. Scientific Reports entitled " The Putrology 
of Graho.mland" . He wP.s also gl''"'.Ilted C'. C" .. noridgc Ph . D. for 
this work. 
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R. Stonclcy rt:. turned to thu Uni tcd Kingdom f'r·om the 
e_cT)c.n foncics in c..,rly 1953 rnd wr.s rct incd by tho Bureau 
until the 7th Octoocr to complete n detnil~d report on his 
goologicnl w 01·k. In the cou::. sc o'f' his laoor"ltory 'r7ork ho 
discovo1·cd :>. nu.-r.ocr of f'or~nH"cra in the S<;dimoni;s from 
w~st Jrunes Ross Island . Thcs~ wore submitt~d to a succialist 
~s they m..._y provide r.dditional ovidonco reg"rding tho "'.gc of 
the sodimonts. 

: .• Menefield w~s r(.. t~invd during 1953 for work on the 
Weddell Sc~l nnd to wri tc ~ ')Upor on Soui;h Gom•giu moteorology. 

Othor Scientific Work nn1 Socci111cns 

Proi'essor Tilley of' the Department of Mineralogy and 
Petrology ogreed to his :;te;f'f' ,nnking 150 rock slider:; from the 
m~ teri•ils callee ted from King George Island j Dr . w. Crunpoell 
is to htudy them cmd the Brii:ish Muceum (Natural His'tory) to 
mcke ~he rnnlysis . 

The United Kingdom Government Chemist under't ok to 
ex~mine 14 wo.i;er onmples derived :from surface snow nnd snow 
t"ken f 1•om 12 inches oelow the surf:...ce nt Hope Bo.y. 

Some 7, 000 geologic al specimerni were t.ostcd with c r;c !.ger 
counter vithout ~J1Y significnnt reGult . 

J, sm"ll s )ucimen o"f an c. 1pnrently very rich coppc1· ore 
collec tccl in 1916 f"rom oelo;;• Copper Pco.lt on Wieneke Island 
is to oe css~yed. 

T~pic".l co 1 lec tions of rocks f"rom Eopo B~y nnd Mm·&uo11 i te 
Bny r rcns were dcposi tcd in the Dep'.lrtment of' Miner·ologv rmd 
Putrology nt Cf'Ji1Dridge toget.hor with dc'tniled infor,no:cion about 
thomo Over 700 i·ock slides from thu srunc e.:mrce \7ere also 
inco1·por'1ted in'to the Dcpnrtmen1i 1 s collection. 

Public~tiona 

~he i'o1.lo~ 1 ing r . 1. Des. Scientific Reports were })llOlished 
during the ye'1r: -

1o Orgn.nis~tion und ~ethods 

2. .:. ner1 .:"'t.hod of :.ge Det·~rminotion 
in Hrumnc.ls with Special Ro.ference 
"to the Elc.phunt Seal 

3. The Up~er Crei;nceous Caph~lopod 
F~unc. of' Gruhcmlc.nd 

L~ Lo\1er Cre"t"lccous G-:etropoda, 
Lrmelliornnchic and luinelida 
from :.lermder I L'llld 

5. Fossil Penguins f"rom the 
?.iid- Tertic.ry of Seymour Island 

6. The Emporor Penguin 
I . Breeding, Behovi.Jur and 

Development 

{. The Geology of sou~h Georgia I 
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8. The Elu.Ph"U1 t Sv1.l 
I. Gl'O\wth -md Age 

9. New Evidonce of Sca- Lovol 
'Jh"'ngus in the F"lklnnd I slnnds R.J. Adie, B. Sc., 

Ph. D. 

1 o. The Emperor Penguin 
II. Erribry0logy T. ~1• Glenister , 

• Be , B. S. 

The num'bcr of copies sold up to the end 01' Dccemoe.c wc.s between 
70 cnu 60 copieG of c~ch report . 

J.. numocr oi' or tic lcs ·ri t.ten by F . I. D. s. tmd ex F . I. D. s. 
poz·sonnel were published in v~.rious jou.rnP.ls including the 
"Poli r Record" mid "Nature". 

Lee-cures 

Lcc'turos were given in various pm'ts of the Br-i ti sh Isles 
cs follows :-

Lecturer Subject 

Sladen Adel ie Penguins 
Geogr~phicul 

Adelle Pcngulns 
Geographical 

.:~dclie Penguins 
Georrrnohicul 

Adelie Penguins 
Gcographica.l 

Zoologicnl 

Geographical 

Ornithological 

II 

II 

Scodding Geogrr phic nl 

" 

Geological 

Stonehouse Geographic cl 

:.nd1•cw ., 

Spivey II 

II 

II 

" 
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Number of 
Lectures 

and 
3 

end 
4 

ond 
1 

and 
1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

25 

12 

127 

13 

Place 

Oxford 

London arec 

Birminghnm 

Wcllinf;,ton 

London 

Oxf'ord 

BclfO::l't 

London 

Oxford 

Isle of' Wight 

Crunoridge 

C"'J?loridge 

London 

London 

Birmingh~ 
dic'tric i; 

Walsall, 
St"'ffs 

London area 

No i; i; in gh '.:l.D1 



.. 
. .. 

/'!' 

'Lecturer 

Spivey 

Fuchs 

Un win 

Suo;iect 

Guo gr" phic rtl 

II 

II 

ti 

II 

Nu.noer of 
Lectures 

15 

14 

1 

8 

Place 

Wolting crec 

C"'~rsh ".l ton, 
Surrey 

Crunoridge 

London 

South Wost 
Englnnd 

1 O. LI.ND SURVI.:Y 

The two surveyors recruited fo r ser vice ~t Hope Bey during 
1954 rmd 1955 were sent on n short course of' instruction under 
Hr. Stephenson (ex Bri 'tish Grohr.1nlo.nd Expedi "tion) ct the 
I:npe1•inl College Summer School m; Sellwood oef'orc oeing post.ed 
South. They were given trnining on making an '1su·onomicnl fix 
and inPtruc ti on in survey field methods usocl ln poler regions. 
They also vi si tcd the Scicn'tific Bureau and I' ead 'the surveyors ' 
reports relevant to Hope Bay area. Maps and infcr.:ia'tion on "this 
area were ootaincd for "them from the Direc'torate of Colonial 
Surveys and copies of 'the rcla'tive trigor.omctrical scheme for 
Deception Island ootaincd from the Hydrographic Of~ice . 

K. Gooden (ex F.I. D. S. ) was employed oy the Directorate 
of Colonial Sur·voys f'o r eig.1.t weeks in sorting out survoJ data 
from D. }Jo.son ' s (ex F. I . D. s. ) 1947 survey notes , also se'tting 
out the information so "t1:at it can oe used oy "the l..ntericar-s in 
connexion with Ronne ' s air photogr aphic m:neriul. This wos 
done in or der to honour "the agr eemen"t signed oetween Ronne and 
Picrcc- Bu;;ler (ex F. I. D. S. ) in 1947. The infor.nation now 
p:~ ovided on the map shce'ts and in the noten vms in response to 
a direct stu'tement from i;he Americans of their needs. Ii; i s 
hoped thut the provision o1' i;his inf'orm:i.tion rnoy induce "them 
to proviac us wi "th a. set of their air photographs which i·,ould 
be ext1•emely use.ful to the Di rec torn. t.e 01, Colonial Surveys and 
f'or other purposes. 

On the 26'th Nove.nber Dr. Fuchs u'ttcnded o m,...e'ting ~t the 
Directorrrte of' Colonial Surveys a~ whi<;h all availflole 
Dependencies cartogranhica.1 material w~s examined end i~s 
velue nsscssed. Decisions on the rnnp production proerrumie 
ere tr:ken. In the firs"t ':'ll~ce the Dirac tora te of Coloninl 

Surveys will cornple'te "the comnilation of the whole 1/200, 000 
series o.nd the nroduction o~ new 1/;00,000 shuc"ts for 'the 
Mnrguori te Bny - f.lcx--·nder Land c.rcn. 

~r. Fuchs provided new n~es, descriptions of fentures 
etc . , to Dr. Rooerts, Sec1·etc.ry of the Pluce Nemes Co.1ini "ttee 
nnd toget.her they wor·ked th1·ough some hundred1:1 of r.c.mes , to 
whic;h the J, iericons hrd agreed, for prcsen'trtlon to the 
Committee. 

11 • HUSKY ~OGS 

:. comprehensive se't of' ins true tions on the core ~d 
rnrdntennnc;e o1' sledge dogs wns ndded to Operctionc.1 In1n::·uc "tions 
~t the oeginning of 1953. 

a:. 
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19/88/2. 
,./.,,11~ ~<D JC,,k. 

~~fu1 • :/j-1<1 Jt\ 

2%,,.,{,,,, }/'" d .J! 

26th October, 1954. 

• 

!/,.//, ~~c < m~y~= 
r;/ the. 2 4 • . ,)4 

J:,~"4:-:a/ ~~.f. .. 
THE SECRHTJU<i FOR F:X ~~P.NA2Rffi 

tions 
the 

ths 
t'or c:. 

'l'ho attached ra .. :wr't 1'or the pcriorl 26 · "GU •• U[..USli -

21st So,t>rn ibor 1954 has bocn r0coivod froin -enc.: Guvurnor 

of' liho Fa ... kland Islando and is circulatJd for -chc; 

in:.f'or .. 1ui;ion ol 11c..1nbors of' the c0,.111ti i;i;co . 

(Sign0c3.J Ii . Sm~dloy 

1'or Basil Grcunhill 

'3 ... crci;ury 
J:'olar C01ib1h. 'G uv 

Co 1 .u ... 1\100.l th R1Jla:~ions 0ff'ic1.1, 
Du ming Sliru1;1i, 

25i;h Uctob~r, 1954. 

•.mt 
ng 
nt 
i; ioni r 

1 
ice 
tbur 
'crcc.sor_ 
.ching 

The 
~I'"t; ... d 

;o Hut 

Ii of ~t .. 1..1 

3t of 
1•..;rous 
)d nint, -

1.1.st 
urcn • 

• :. purty of !'our, ~urncr Taylor, l.cppo.i>d ond Standring lcfi; 
Base on th~ 2nd SuptoL.bcr to cnrry th0 Capo Longing De ,t>ot fur-the 
soui:h . l'he uoro lC'.id up for throe c'byo ni: BJalc Islc.nd by h..,nv., 
anm1fnlls and four doys at Vic\, .?oin't by enlos . Thoy 'then 
r"'provisioncd r.nd \7"'ru r1.1portvc'l i;o bu 38 t.tilos Gouth l)f Capo 
Longing on th.., 18'th Scpto,Jbor but still o:xpGricncinf! &':1Cl1Y dc.ys c ... 
high \1inds al i;houeh snovr s urfncos \lu r•"' good. 

rowoll and r.owis v1crc o.t Duoo B'ly botHccn tho 10'th end 16'th 
So~'tumbcr hunting seals. 

Loc:.l su.-voy ,·rnrk continuod vn i;hc f"'w fine deiya c.s W.Jll cs 
u mt.1bor of short dog training runo to Su.tr.1i t J.'a.os to dOJO't :>tc .' 

~ '.r, , 2 4 · •. rp;cntino Iolunds 

Tho wucrthcr• r..i.:i::dncd cold bu't oui;i;lvd nnc .. the sen ico i'ir-: •. 
un'til liho 1.md of ... ugust . This \/OC followed by a oories of fro3h. 

/north-ca.at orly 
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Rost r ictod 

~(5.4)~. ~3 . 

.t>rovious R.et'orencu : r( 54 )2U 

~ular Cou1111i t 11ce 

'l'he a-ci;ached rc;orli f'or tho period 26-t:h •• u[.US"G -

21st 30.hC:J'bur 19:;4 has bucn rc.:ccivvd fro.n i;ho Guvornor 

of -cho Fd.llcl.and Io lands aTid is circulctivd :Cor -ch; 

infor .. unic.in u~ r.1CJ1nb0rs of "&he Co111111i "G-Cc0 . 

(:Ji ,n~dJ 11 . ~;nedloy 

for Busil Grounhill 

).., cro i; ary 
.t>olnr Co 1ltli i; 1i<.:v 

Co 1 H:.>.1\loali;h R1.)l.:t~ions v1"'.f.'ic-. :i 

Do\,ning dlirocn, 

.ions 
"the 
.hs 
or c. 

nt 
1g 
1t 
icnin 

cc 
v!' 
rJC'St.;~ 

hi!lg 
TP..u 

ti1..d 

Hut 

of i;hc 
of 

POU.CJ 

ni!'!t..-

t 
C' o. • 

•• Ptlrty of four, Turner TeyloP~ J .. oppard o.nd Stnndrine; lcfi 
Bnso on ~hJ 2nd So~i;c~.bor to carry thv Capo Longing Dc.:2ot furi;hcr 
soui;h . l'ha uo1 o laid U1) .for i;hroc cklya ni; Bvalc Islnnd by h ... nvy 
OillJ\/fC.lls nnd four days .. tt ViO'R .Poini; by enlos . They 'then 
l" ... provioionucl r.nd \11. .. rv r,_,portoc. 'to bo 38 .:tilor. oouth of Capu 
:.onging on i;h., 18'&h Scptio1.1bcr bui; atil.L oxpt:L"icncin(J ,:i.c.ny dt.y:: 0.1. 
high \1inda nli;houeJl snov1 suri'nccs WuI'. ... good. 

rowcll u.nd TJc,·:is wc;rc ut Dunc B.."'\y buh1oon 'th\J 10th c..nd 161ih 
So.>tv1.1bcr hunting soo.ls . 

Loc;.l survuy v:ork com;inu ... u un the fvw fine dnys ns woll a.o 
a nu .. 1bor of short c1og trnining rw10 to Su.11ni t J?nes to d1J;io11 stcr•c. 

The w .. athcr rm:ioincd cold but sot-vl .d nm.J. the soo. ice fil'iil 
un-r.11 th0 • .md of ~.ugust . This \-tac foll~mod by a. oories of f'rcch 

/nor'&h-uo.st orly 



F AUCLAND ISLANDS D~.i?.8NDDHCIDS S UHVEY 

H.oeo£,.~_f'o_r_tjl_c__l?2r.i_o_<!_2_6th r1.turn..3t - 2·1 ot Sofil.0 .. 1b~..2.2!l. 

p::i.s.L'.1-:~r-RW_ Lockroy 

'i'hu \7o;.Hlthor nus 111ninly ovurcas't \Ii 'th ultcrno.to north
oastcrl;r and south-\lcsturly §ulcs giving toanporm;ur1J varin'tions 
bctriC..,n f ruo ~ing poini; o.nd O li'uh1» .. nhci '& . 'rho :_)uck ic; .... in th(~ 
Channclo va.rivd Hi i;l1 thu v1inds from opon Y/O.tur lio nin1,,;-1ivn1ih6 
cov..ir . All i;ho fn'.:lt ico in the: Bny m .... n clioporood oxcuL)t for G. 

011w.ll nroa ·ljo 'th.: nor1ih ~md oast oi' tho IGlrtnd. 

Ou"Coidc nctivi i;ios \70ru lfr,li '&Gd bvc:..mso u:(' i;h0 inclc:.r1<.mt 
wca1ihor bu-c u ntu.1bcr of' indoor jobs vmrc cor.1plct.:ic.J. includi11g 
cnginu uvi..;rhauls ond roi:)o.in1i1ng ~hi.; ld tchun . All oquip 1ont 
inclutling tho ionosphCi~ic r• ~cord .r vruo r.., :iortud i;o bo :f.'w1ci:; icmin · 
oatlsfo.ctorily. 

BnAo ' B ' . Dvc..ioi;ion Islo...~d 

'.rho weather continued nostly cold and unplouG£>J1t U.Tli;il 
, tid-Sopi;c,;.1bv.l' whon i;h.cr3 wc.s so,nJ ir.1provo, •. ,mt . Thu fE'.Ct ico 
around th~ Ioland broke up during th ... :1rs't w ... \,l: in Scptc .. 1b ... r 
o.nd tho ) :i;chcs of O!.Jvil \7r-.'tor in 1lc.lor' a bU.J gi>r..duclly ir.r;r>Jt.S; 
in ci?.o. A \lido str .. nch of open \70.tOr wo.s rcportod si;r..:'tchlr.g 
'to thv north running ca.st/wcct to 'thv limit of visibility. The 
puck ic~ to thl.l south nnd round Li vingstonc Islc.nd ia ruport .... d 
to bu gradually thinning ouc • 

... numbl.r of jobs were conplotud in and a.round i:;ho Bo.no Hut 
and sov..il'al oici trii_:>S 1.1udc for ice obscrvtl't ions . 

Bf1!!.o_'D~ Ho..,o Box 

Heavy m10r:fc.lls, gulus und drifi;s pr>Jvail0c.l ovur r.ius i::. of "the:' 
pct'iod wi 1ih ao: 10 slight ii.1~rovc1.tt;nt towards i;llo ..:nd. rlost o.L' 
thJ Bay r•ur.1aincd covered wii;h f8.st icu in :.:;pii;c.; of: th0 nu1urouP 
galco and hieh 'tu.it}Jr~turcs.. ;\n'tarctic Soun<l \Jnr.; ri.;portod nirH.-
t~nths cloou ;nc~ . 

Pr ... cious nnd I\cnnc:~r r ... turnod to &au on '&h.., 25'&h •• uguot 
h .:in,.. co1.1 )lOliod (". survey rJco1mnisoonco of' tho Duso B.."'Y ar.~ · .• 
1..1.'hoy v1 si tod Vic·~ Poini:; end cnugllt i;hrv ... ovals 1.huru • 

•• pnrty of four, Turnor Taylor: Luppurd and Standring lcfr. 
BnsD on '&h...: 2nd SoJ'tC.. ... bcr 'to carry tho Cape Lon ing .D.;_Jot further 
south. fho uoro lo.id Uil for uhroo d.:.yo nt :&:lul~ Islnnd by hvnvy 
nno\/fc.llo Md four dayo 4\'t View .Point by en.las . Thay '&hen 
r ... provioion0d end \t..,r~ ruport..., -c;o be 38 :.:iilos sou'&h of Capu 
Longing on lih ... 18'&h Scplio1.1bor but stil.L expuricncinP," ":1cny a:.yc o ... 
high \'rindo c.l'&houeh snm1 surfnccs \tvr ... good . 

.t'owcll tJld Lcr!is were o.t Duno B.'ly but\100n 'tho 10th c..nd 16th 
So~'liv1.1bcr l1un'.ting souls. 

Loenl surv1.;;y work coni;inuvd un 'Ciho fuw fine dnys r.s wull nc 
a nu ibor of short dog tro.ini11g runo to Su.unit J?nrrn to d'J;;>CJt stet·(. 

!?nsc ' F ' , ,u:·p;..,ntino Iol~ 

The W1,,;athor Pu-mc...lncd cold but so-ctl cl a.nu tho Guu ice fi1n 
unt.il t:ho und of ... ugu:.;t . This \/Of· followed by o. oories of fro:::h 

/nort.h-l:Hlstorly 



north-uas"t\Jrly winds O...'YlC!. 't.:,11;>or lturuo juoi; nbovv froezi '.1hich 
producod nu .orow:; :iol i; ..,>ools on thu aou- ic.J end •Lnuu Ehi ul" 1 
nrous wmnf'o for i;rnvol . .h nu.ib'"'r of o~<..n \:c.tor 1 ... ac.i.c 
c >por.rl;d 'to 'tnu ntJrth of' "Gh'"' L .... _10.ir .... Chnnnol. 

'fh.J first cddJll .,>u,_:>s \7.Jro so .. n 011 thJ 13i;h Soi.=>t.J lb;Jr 
O"G Jhultur nnd Thrv~ Lii:;tlc Pigo Islnnds • 

.i. r.il~r Rndio Sande ~scvnts 'ltu ro 1.irtintained. 

$._q_o_~G_:_~·~ J_~~'ll_~y Bey 

Un)l,n .. e.,um; ' w:n:hc1• :?ruvc.iloa ovur 1110G"C of 'tllo p ... riod \ti tl1 
ro.i.1, sno\! or drif't on nll dcyo but thruv . 'rho ic.: ... in 
13.r>rnrnf lcld Sere.ii; \Jua clis.;:>vr svd bJ thu otrong nothorly \7indn 
lutwinr iaol".1ivd icuburgs onl y btrG thu .no.y ic.:v ro1.1u.i11ud lv vol 
and fOG'C ,. 

The Hui; \l:lS I'O._)O .. 'tud "tO bo bndl;~; dri 'tud UV.Jr and uLUCh. 
ti.1u WC'S sp •. mt diggine om; windo\IS o.nd do0rs ~'.nd ~ snuw tunnel 
.tro11 "Ghc bnc.;k door . Porso1111cl co . .,>lOTiud n nu .. 1b..:r of' jubs 
1nd<Jors inclu ing 1.1a •. ing drm71Jr•s l'.l1d i;ool rr-.c~ ... s fur thv onaino 
shud and pnintint 'tho worksho~ . 

· ·JJroxi, lCnc.;ly n hw1drca Cro.buntvr 5eulG in the rough 
~rovo.r"Cion of i;\lo .• ales "CO one f .:1.1-:lu w ro o·osurvod on 'the; 9tr.. 
Go:;>tou1b-.r on ice hu.1.iodrn bC"C\lccn LO .;.->oing and tho •. mi;rcmco 
t.o 1iho ooy ru1d in ~zcurrc. Inl.::n . I f'or1 Jairo 01· h'oddcll 
Souls tor~ Suon on tho sua icv bu"C nono ~ith ~u~o . Four 
so· .ls \:Jro dll1.;d CU.""1d sl0dgod buck "CO tho Boso for food. 

~~Ii' : ..>i1my Islc.nd 

l'hu \7uai;hcr ru .. mincd rorrnonably good ovu r .1ost of' thu 
.. >uriod. 

'.rhc uork on Weddell seals co1.Jincnccd tom•rdo tho 1.md of 
. • u~uci; anu so1.10 fift~r s0als \/Cro .nr.rlt:od and oi htuon Plii.) ol:in:;; 
coJ.luctccl for tru ... i.t.:o!.t • 

• jouth Gvor~ia 

'i'h"' .:~a.,11nistrativu O!'f'icor J."u._J.Jl't ... d that "lotoorolog icul 
routines w..,ru unchur.["cd ~d "then tho office had b ., .n rv
duc0rntod. 

Sto11uhousu ru..;>ort Jd sr.-cisfci:::tory )rogruoa wi i;h his 
biological work and i;hci:; rw has stur't'iod th.., new cons on' s WOl'k 
on Skua Gulls c.nd Gt!m;oo l'enruins and a dotnilod inlnnd cui•voy 
fro .1 R•linboi: Buy. The fircT. _,lc.Jhani; 'Juul bull houl..,a. out; 
•. id- So)tcmb ... r • 

. J.l ?...":.GOS 

noLlortvu. su'ticf .e"&ory acco .. 1)lish .. 10nt vi' \1ir1.-lv33 and 
il..?'tcorolo icnl schc..dulus . .l'o rsonnol cru all ,,wll. 
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POLAR ~Oif'ITTEE 

APPOil"T'ilEN'!.1 OF •"R. J. F. BF.CHERVAISE AS 
OF"'ICER- n - CHAHGE QR THI: AUS'.L"'R.ALI.A:f Al'TATICTIC RESF..ARCH 

- STATION AT llAWSON 

IRS, 

'l'he attached copy of a state1rent issued by the Auatralian 

Depart~ent of' External Lffairs on 30th Auguot is circulated for j t 41 

the infornntion of raerubers of the Committee . 

(Sign a) :7 • sncdley 

for ~asil Greenhill 
Secretary 

Polar Committee 

Leh 

.und 

•o.pher 

Co1TU11on•1calth Rcl. .. tions Office, 
Dorminrr sti•eet. 

.e 
Guilds 

ollege. 

eorgc' s~ 

b 
rated 

.LU vV 1,n l.TI... rl.O!' 01' t • ' iGlOnd and r~a.Ch d an U} ti tudC Of' 
5,500 f ~t, th hi~h-st uint y attain•d, but after 18 days 
ms fo:t'ced do\m l:'y l prc"'ract d bliz .urd. 

Sine his r turn to :.ust li . from H ... ard Islnnd, 
1r. Be ch rvnise hnr:; 1> 11 ngap; d in nl nning .na preparatory 
1ork ·11th th •• ntarctic- Divioion 0"' th Dcpurtnr ... nt of' External 

1.ff .1ra. 
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PQL..;,R COHi'ITTEE 

APPOHTTMENT OT' !:Ro Jo JIA. BF£HERVAISE AS 
OFt'ICER-rT-CH.1~lWE ori THE AUS'J.1RALIA.U A' TATICTIC RESEARCH 

STATION AT HAWSON 

The attached copj• of a statement issuea by the Auctralian 
~a L 4~ Depa11 tli1ent of External i.f:fairs on 30th !rngust is cir•culated for 

the inforr1uition of membern of the Committee. 

(Signrl) :~. Sfledley 

for 'Jusil Greenhill 
Secreta1·y 

Polar Committee 

ii ch 
) 

;land 
lC 
;11 0.pher 
I 
.c 

Comrnon\/eolth R~l ... tions Office> 
Dom1ini; street . 

.he 
• Guilds 

college. 
I 

George' ss 

mo 
tro.ted 

1nta"""'tn"O" lJ'lt cl"'ior of' ttw inland and r ach d an altitude of' 
5,500 ~ t, the hi-~ st roint y t uttnined, but after 18 days 
ms f re d d~\m by n pro•ract d blizzard . 

Since. hio r..-.turn to 1.ustro.lia from Heard Island, 
Lr . Bech rvn.L .. n hue 'b :1 nng ged in planning nnd prepm'otory 

ark ''ith the ,.ntnrctic Division ..Jf the Departroont of External 
/.ff'airc. 



• 
DEPART''iE~TTAL OF EXTERFhL 1.I!'k'.AIRS, 

C:JJIBERRJ •• 

PR 68. 

f,""T.',RCTIC EXPEDJTimT 

Th Minister for External Affairs, ?r. R. G. Casey~ 
unnou 11:: d tonipht tha-!: Mr. John Hays tone Bechervaise, aged 4'-1, 
of' Gee long, hns b"3en nppoint d officcr·-in- chargc of' the 
1.u +rnlian National J.ntm•ctic ReLearch Expedition base at 
· 1Son, on the •. ntal'ctic mainland. 

He \I ill leuve ui th t h1.. relief cxped it ion in late 
D comber and iill tak~ ov r th base from J'r. Robert Dovers • 

. ~r . l)echervaise led the mountain ring expedition rih~ch 
m:ae the first ascent of Fed~ration Peak in Tasmania , !n 
1949. He hv.o also taken exploring ~rt!es to Rodondo Island 
1 Bass Str~it, to central /,\ stralia, and to the Recherche 
·.r·chipologo , in '\,stern .\ustralia. :.a vri tor and photogrcpher 
for the 1 .. ust1•nlinn GeoFrnrhir:cil Society, h has travelled 

xt1;;nsi v ly in the rumoter pGrts of 1.ust1·alia, the Pacif'ic 
Isl .. mas end in rru1 zual~na . 

t~s an educationist, Hr . Bechc1•vaisc uan invited by the 
Rev . F. W. Ro 1lnna to be the firut Wc..11 0011 of the House of Guilds 
at Geclonp: r;ollc'!e. The House of Guilds soon passed its 
oxperl.mental stcgcs nna is still an intogral part of' the college. 
For ncnrly te!' years :r:1·. Bcchervaisc "as aboent in Europe 
otudying at th Uiivcr~dty of London and teaching at St. George's~ 
Hnrpendcn. 

During 19?3 . r. ~e~h ·r·;1is- r'a£" officer- in- charge at 
Heard Island bo~e. "hil there he le' ~n attempt to clinID 
Big Ben, th isl nd's unsc~le1 rn0Ui1tain. The party penetrated 
into the interior of thP island and r nch d an altitude of 
5 , 500 f _t, the hi·h1.;st roint y t attained , but after 18 do.ya 
.~s forced dotm by a ~retracted blizzard . 

Since his r •turn to J~ust ro.lia :from Heard Island, 
Mr. Boche rvnisc has bE n cngagf d in pl mning nnd pI'epar..ltory 
./Ork 11th the •. nt-irc-1:;.:.c Division of the Department of External 
Aff iro . 


