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Iew...

by Dries and Chantal about the importance of ‘a view’, and the great extent peo-

e just that magic coupled to their residency not to mention the status and higher
ing over the idea and | suddenly got an urge to experience the upper market of
English?! | wouldn’t blame anyone if they have to re read and think something
g, for I'm not known firstly as a writer and secondly for my English...will | ever
0 address 40 odd people and started off by ‘good night everybody’ in stead of

rhat brought some laughter and although Afrikaner people were brought up by

I never laugh at you when you make a mistake | assume that there will always be
u are forgiven and | loved that smiles and giggles by the way!

urrows from the Shearwater seabirds didn’t really ap- The view from the
comfortable with a fishing rod in the hand, admiring Summit of Ta-

e seabirds and seals around me. We all know the ST
esn’t itch’, but | guess | had to go up and see for myself.

ouldn’t only go down for the day when ‘Tom van Brits” and Vincent got to the

back, but was also Chantal’s birthday and also her and Andries engagement!! Con-

ies and Chantal! Last but not least, a mere 3 weeks later, Tuesday 24 February @

ounced her arrival back home in Mafekeng with her very first cry, congratulations
Tumi and fiancé, may you be a blessed family!! What a privilege to be the leader of a team with a VIEW!!

by Tom Mc Sherry...
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ADbsellors...

o tell you about these abseilors with their red rope bags and ropes hanging every-
liffs here on Gough is not the most comfortable, but there is nothing that com-
e have from our nests...

g ground starts pouring from above, grass falling on our heads and we see the
en we know its time to sit up straight and defend our territories... for then the
eir carabiners clipping open and closed, ropes that invade our space bubbles
me and inspect our nests, as if there is something wrong with it.

hick, and he didn’'t make it past the brooding stage of the breeding season, and
te a couple of weeks, until these abseilors came along, and they totally wrecked
reenish and i think it might have been really comfortable... they took the nest
egetation and then they threw the rest of the nest into the ocean... apparently
th it. They then spoke and up they went, like a vision in the sky they were gone,
ded to attack me or if the came to close to my nest again, | had my vomit ready
heir face last time, | know they are not really keen on its smell...

close and we will not vomit. It
is actually a good he

for us, getting the

ing again, it is ju

by Henk Louw... Sooty Albatross

and Abseilor...
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obpewers and Five fingers, you want to

d to Vince and Tom coming from Snoek-
ow about catching a Bluefish, because !

i —— ==
e ]

= 7

v r

at is a bit difficult.

one on but was unlucky to get it out.
bbies and also for some people on the

t on the island is fresh water fishing,

to bring Trout or some sort of fish spe-
rs on the Island”. It's nice to go out with
just go fishing. For me the outdoors is a
tionist that speak, | am a bow hunter and
ng but for the experience to walk and see
ild and also the challenge to get as close
hat you can shoot it. 40 Meters is the maxi-
rom an animal to be sure of your shot.

The best about everything is that, when you're standing in the
open catching fish or at last shot the animal you were hunting for
almost 2 weeks, because he is just more clever than you “just for
L 2 weeks” - to get that feeling of no worries

; and just have that moment living in your own

Me and Sepie With a | \yord, that’s what counts.
Springbok!

So hoping to catch a blue fish before our time
is over here...
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by Paul Visser...

Gough Island Bunting - Newsletter
6 February 2009




gists on the island are responsible for research projects on mice, birds and alien

n international heritage site and as such needs to be protected against intruders.
tion component is the eradication of the tiny plant Sagina Procumbens or Pearl-
fnse similar to that of diamond-piles or Chanel no.5 flatulence. | spoke with Henk
s. Henk is a Stormers rugby supporter and owns a Western Province jersey.

erate regions in the Northern Hemisphere, like the British, but was transported
the British. It has been found in and around Cape Town harbor from where it
on Island. Marion for the most part has low mossy vegetation providing the small
iwlight to flourish. At present Marion Island is infested with the alien and this kind
ﬁo be guarded against on Gough Island.

plant on Gough Island started around 2002. The project has had various NGO
onsor being OTEP(Overseas Territories Environment Program), a joint program
nwealth Office and Department of International Development.

ough Island mainly at Crane Point, ground zero, where the shipping containers
Zays Sagina can not be smoked and is also found about 400m up and down the
i having been

WP supporter! —»

Sagina
Procumbens

slopes the low mossy d cover pro-
s a perfect habit  far Henk and

Pauls delicately

picked up any si

wind or flightless
_ Moorhens with
~ wind and can not
be smoked. Th
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e the Bunting and Henk replied, “Idiot!”.

agina involves herbicide and controlled burning. Two types of herbicide are used,
able, Henk says neither is drinkable, not even with Coke. Outpace stays active in
mination.

project involves taking soil samples, counting the seeds in each sample and then

r to determine approximate Sagina density in specific areas. Germination tests
and fresh water in the laboratory. Thus far no germination has taken place in the
e the different eradication methods will be tested exclusively in certain areas to
and if he sees me with a Bunting he will carry out a preemptive strike with ex-
his supreme duty as EOGISA(Environmental Officer of Gough Island and Sur-

he vicious rumor that | secretly support Bulls rugby and own a copy of “Liefling”
é Korsten.

pread of Sagina seeds, each team member thoroughly washes his/her boots after
has checked the area were we wash boots and has not found any Sagina.

| undertaking. Containment rather than eradication may be more attainable.
the work less important. On the upside, baring further volcanic eruptions, it is
ill erode and disappear in approximately 50 000 years, which will solve the

a N

Henk and Paul
studying the soil
samples in
search for
Sagina.
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Gough Bunting...

ional Union for
nt surveys of

Photo: Paul Visser
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b up to 800 m, occurring at lower densities in fern-bush and peat-bogs.

he breeding behaviour of this species have been made. Nests are built on the
getation, but mostly on steep slopes or cliffs, and clutches usually consisting of
ound September and October. Adult plumage is not reached for at least three
and activity may not necessarily correlate.

consists primarily of invertebrates (80% of foraging time), but also of fruit, grass seeds, and scavenged

T hreats

This bird's occurrence in a restricted habitat of
one very small island makes it extremely vulnerable
to natural disasters, especially to the accidental
introduction of non-native predators. Indeed, the
introduced house mouse poses the greatest pre-
sent threat through competition and predation.
Buntings are found at low density in lowland areas
where mice are abundant, and experiments with
‘dummy" eggs imply that mouse predation on their
nests is very high. Thus, researchers think the bird
may have been forced by these mice from the best
nesting sites into less suitable upland regions. Over
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n of juveniles in the population has declined from 50% to 20%, this appears to
o few young surviving to reproductive age to sustain the population.

Reserve and World Heritage Site, and while this provides good protection

oes not offer the Gough bunting any protection from the mouse predation that is
study of the mice conducted by The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
overnment's Overseas Territories Environment Programme has shown that

d is feasible and with proper funding every effort will go to protect this Island

, 2008) http://www.iucnredlist.org

ember, 2008) http://www.birdlife.org

rdam (December, 2008) http://ip30.eti.uva.nl/zma3d/detail.php?
I

ugh-bunting/rowettia-goughensis/info.html

This Photo illustrates the size of
the Gough Bunting relative to
the Wandering Albatross.

Both these birds are on the En-
dangered species list and popu-
lations are threatened by the
accidental introduction of the
house mouse.
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Water Purifier.

This Water purifier
was designed and
built by Vincent and
Andries for Chan-
tal’s Birthday.

It catches rainwater
and filters it through
a very sophisticated
system to ultimately
produce clean, sweet : o
drinking water. 3 : - M Clay Figurine, made
L by Tom for Chantal’s
Birthday. Tom now
has quite a few of
these. | think in the
next issue we
should exhibit this
quaint collection.

-
|

Before and After...
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ch rock, from Crane Point. This Rock used to be connected to the main
the name. This arch however, eroded and broke off a few years ago,

Please vote for your favourite photo:

Phone: 021 405 9470
Email: gough@sanap.ac.za
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Pressure

Ave. Max Pressure 1015.4 hPa
1004.2 hPa
Ave. Pressure 1011.4 hPa
1019.4 hPa
Min Pressure 996.6 hPa
T emperature
Ave. Max Te 19.9 °C
13.4 °C
16.6 °C
259 °C
Min Temp 9.7°C
Humidity
76 %
94 %
Min Humidity 26 %

Wind

Max Wind Gust 27.1 m/s or 97.5 km/h

Rainfall

Total Rainfall 104.8 mm
imnghest in 24 H 33.4 mm
Total days with rain 14 days
Total days >1mm 8 days

= Total Sunshine 188.3 hours
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|!.||..IJE.' Wil

| can do this all

day, every day,

especially on a
rainy day!!

AT
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