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belang stel as ' n moont like weer lasie. In 1939 het hy 
'n uitno digi ng van die Britse Discovery Committee 
aa nvaar o m 'n weerkundige saam te stuur om te gaan 
kyk o f ' n weerstasie moo ntli k op die e ila nd gestig kan 
word . Skrywer het as j unior weerkundige die re is met 
d ie boot Discol'ery II meegemaak. 

Ons het dan ook o p l 7 Januarie, 1939, presies 200 
j aa r na die , o ntdekking' ' van die eiland , daarin geslaag 
o m o p die strand van die eiland te land. Dit was d ie 

eerste keer da t ·n Suid-A frika ner met hierd ie o nher
berg a rne Bo uvet-ei la nd kennis gemaa k het. 

a 1939 is daar nie vee! oor d ie eila nd gese nie , to tdat 
daar in 1955 ' n begin gemaak is met die voorbereid ings 
vir die l nte rna iona le G eofisiese jaar ( IGJ ) van 1957-1 958. 
Die Suid-Afrikaanse komitee vir die IGJ , o nde r voorsit
te rskap van dr. J. Schumann , het 'n vooo rlegging aan 
d ie destydse Eerste M inister, ad v. J. G. Stryd om, 
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 
Extracts read by Mr. D. G. Kingwill, the retiring Chairman of the S .A. Antarctic Association, 21st :vtarch, 1966 

In accordance wi th the resolution adopted at the last 
Annual G eneral !fee ling, the number o f meetings and 
fu ncti o n arranged during the yea r was red uced. In 
addi tion to a lecture presen ted by D r. Ed na Plu msread 
o n the Continent of Antarctica- past and present (Ant . 
Bull. No. 9) at the A nn ua l G enera l M eeting o n the 29th 
M arch , 1965, lectu res were presented by Prof. T. W. 
G ever o n Some aspects of Antarctic geology a nd by 
Pro f. E. M. van Zinderen Ba kker a nd Dr. W. J . Yerwocrd 
on the Biology and Geology of M arion Island (Ant. Bull. 
Nos. 12 and 13); th e lecture was a combined meeti ng 
wit h the Pretoria cent re of the Association fo r the 
Advancemen t of Science held a t the M useum of Science 
a nd Ind ustry . 

A t the ann ual dinne r he ld a t the Constan tia C lub on 
the 12th J une, 1965, I was privi leged to announce tha t 
D r. S. M. a ude, President of the CSl R , had honoured 
the As ocia tion by agreeing to be jo int pat ro n wi th 
Prof. S. P. Jackso n. T he speaker a t the annual dinne r 
was P rof. P. J. Stoker a nd the Anta rctic Medal fo r 1965 
was presented to M r. Victo r von Brunn of the D epa rt
ment of G eology, U niver ity of Ca pe Town (Ant . Bull. 
No . 10). 

The Associa tion took ad vantage o f the ga the ring of the 
member of the 7t h A ntarct ic Expendit ion in P reto ria 
p rio r to depa rture to o rgan ize a socia l gathe ri ng a t the 
Co nstan tia C lub o n the 13th December, 1965. T h i was 
a ve ry successful occa ion which provided members o f 
the Associatio n with an opportunity of ma king the 
acquainta nce of members o f the exped it ion and the 
leader, Mr. Sean Kavanagh . 

Jn genera l, it can be sa id tha t this represents a highly 
uccessful programme of activi ties. T he meetings and 

othe r ga!herings were we ll su pported by members and 
the lectures succeeded in com bi ni ng the popula r presenta
tion of scien tific topics with persona l experience of 
An ta rctic resea rch. 

Antarctic Medal 
Acting o n a suggest io n made by my predecesso r, 

Mr. J . J. le Grange, the Com mittee decided to reser ve 
the a nno uncement of the a ward of the Antarctic Medal 
fo r the An nua l Genera l Meeting. It therefore gives 
m e grea t pleasu re to announce tha t the Commi ttee, 
on the recommendati on of the Medal Committee, has 
d ecided to award the Anta rctic Medal fo r 1966 to Mr. 
M arten d u Preez. H e is well known to all associa ted 
with A ntarctic activit ies a nd l sha ll , t herefo re, say no 
mo re a t this stage as the full ci ta tio n will be presented 
with the Medal a t the Anta rctic D inne r in accorda nce 
w ith established tradi tio n. As Chairman of the Associ
a tion , I wou ld. however, li ke to say how plea ed I a m 
to be able to ann o unce a t the end of my yea r of Office 
tha t the awa rd o f the Med al has been made mainly o n 

recogni tio n of leadership in Antarctic condi tions. 
a m sure a ll t hose who know Mr. Du Preez will be equall y 
pleased wi th thi award. 

Bouvet Island 
On beha lf o f the Associa t ion, I sho uld like to take 

this oppo rtun ity o f ex tendi ng o ur heartiest co ngra tu
la tio n to Mr. S. A. Engelbrecht, Directo r of the Weat her 
Bureau, o n the success achieved o n the recent recon
na issance o f Bo uvet Isla nd. of which he was the leade r. 
It is indeed great news that M r. Engelbrecht's exped iti o n 
has established the p ract icability o f e tab lishin g a 
wea the r s ta t ion on Bo uvet Island . 

Antarktiesc Bulletin 
Mem bers will no d o ubt be pleased to hear tha t the 

Fo undation fo r Educa ti o n, Science and Techno logy 
has agreed to the distribution of copies of the Bulletin 
with each issue of Spectrum, the j ou rna l which the 
Founda tion pu blishes quarte rly for science teachers. 
I unde rstand that BP So uthern Africa (Ply.) Ltd. has 
genero usly agreed to print t he extra 6,000 co pies req uired 
fo r this pu rpo se. 

Museum of Science and Industry 
Yo ur As oci a tion ha been invited by the C urator of 

the Museum o f Sc ience a nd Industry, Mr. Mu rray 
Schoonraad , to make its headq uarte rs at the M useu m. 
As yo u kn ow, the Museum is about to move into new 
premises in a build ing which is neari ng completio n in 
Skinne r Street. I understand that there is an a ud ito rium 
ava ilable and tha t lockers are provided for the use of 
societies fo r s to ring their records a nd other documents. 
I commend this invita tio n to the consideratio n o f the 
incom ing co m mittee. 

M embers are do ubtless aware that D r. and Mrs. 
Taljaard will be away fo r a year, fro m August 1965. 
D r. T a ljaa rd has been invited by the a t ional Centre for 
A tmospheric Resea rch to spend a yea r working at 
Bo ulder, Colo rado. l am sure that you wo uld wish me 
to congratulate him on yo ur behalf. l n the mean time 
the A ssociation will have to find an edi tor for the 
Bulletin. 

1 should li ke to take this o pportunity of expressing 
my thanks to those who supported me in the d ischa rge 
of this office. In particula r, l m ust mentio n the Vice
C hairman, Comdt. W . J. C hapman, without whose help 
I co uld no t have p resu med to serve as your Chairman. 
Furthe rmo re, 1 a m sure that I spea k fo r a ll of you in 
tha nki ng o ur excellent Ho nora ry Secretary, M rs. 
Christine T a ljaa rd , fo r a ll t hat she has done for the 
Associa tio n in this a in previo us yea rs. Ano the r special 
wo rd o f thanks is d ue to Dr. Jan T a ljaa rd , t he Editor 
o f the Antarktiese Bulletin fo r discha rging a d iffi cult 
task with di ti nctio n. 


