
WHO WAS QUEEN MAUD? 
by Peter Donald 

QU EEN MAU D OF NORWAY, who gave her name to 
the fo rmer N orwegian Anta rctic Territo ry and to the 
mo unta in ra nge near the po le, was a siste r o f G eorge V 
of Engla nd, but the sto ry of how she came to be Queen 
o f Norway at the time o f A mundsen's treks in the early 
yea rs o f th is century is quite complicated . 

T n 1896 she had married her cousin, Carl, a first 
lieutenant in the D a nish Navy a nd the second chi ld o f 
Frederick Vlf of Denma rk, a nd his wife, Lo uise, who 
was a da ughter of Carl XV, King o f Norway a nd 
Sweden. 

T hei r commo n ancesto rs were the D anish king and 
queen, Christ ian IX and Lo u ise of Gli.icksborg, two of 
whose children had been Frederick and Alexa ndra. 
Frederick had been the crown prince o f D en mark as 
the eldest child a nd had become k ing as F rederick VII. 
Alexandra, the second child, had married the Prince of 
Wa les, la ter Edward Vfr of England, a t St. G eorge's 
Chapel, Wind sor, in 1863. 

Ca rl , M a ud 's husband, was bo rn at C ha rlottenlund 
Castle, on August 3, 1873. 

Ma ud herself was born on N ovember 26, 1869, the 
third da ughter and fifth child of the Prince of Wales 
a nd his queen, Alexandra. She was thus nearly fo ur 
years o lder tha n her husba nd-to-be. 

The two families often holidayed with the D a n ish 
king a t his residences of Bernsdo rf and F redenbo rg. 
The children grew to know each o ther well, and it was 
no surpr ise when they a nno unced t heir engagement in 
1896, seven years after Carl had entered the D a nish 
Navy at the early, but no mea ns unusual, age of 14. 

Ma ud was no w 26, and a pretty a nd intell igent young 
wom an, a ltho ugh inclined to be reserved in the presence 
of strangers. This was perh aps the reason why, thro ugh
o ut her life, she was never to take a pro minent part in 
public life. 

Prince Carl, who had been made a second lieutenant 
in 1893, was promoted firs t lieutenant in the D a nish 
N avy befo re the wedding, which took place in a private 
chapel in Buckingha m Palace on June 22, 1896. A mo ng 
the guests a t o ne of the most splendid weddings o f the 
E uropean courts in the last years o f the nineteenth 
century was the ageing Queen Victo ria. 

The queen's son, the Prince o f Wales, gave his da ughter 
a n English residence as a wedding present. This was 
A p ple to n H o use, near Sandringham, which had lo ng 
been a nd which still is o ne o f the principal residences o f 
the Bri t ish royal family. The couple honeymooned at 
Appleton, a nd fo r the rest of their lives m ade frequent 
visi ts the re to escape the rigours of the North Europea n 
w inte r. ft was here, too, tha t Alexandra, the o nly child of 
M aud and Carl, was born on July 2, 1903. 

After their marriage, Maud and Carl set u p ho me a t 
King G eo rge's Palace, in Amelienborg, in D enma rk. 
They led a re la ti vely quiet life, which suited Ma ud, a nd 
Carl returned to his career as a D a nish naval o fficer. 

Neither could have suspected what the future held in 
sto re for them . 
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F o r ma ny years Sweden and N o rway had been a 
unified sta te, but in 1905, onl y two years after the birth 
of Ma ud a nd Carl's only child, the union o f the two 
countries was dissolved. 

Prince Carl was invited by the Norwegian pa rliament 
to be king of the newly independent country. 

A ltho ugh he was keen to accept, he had the fo resight 
to suggest tha t there sho uld be a na tional plebiscite to 
decide whether this move was accepta ble to the 
Norweg ian people. H e had been made aware o f the 
stro ng repu blican sen t iment a mong m any of the 
Norwegians, and this had caused his hesitancy. 

His suggest ion tha t there sho uld be a p lebiscite was 
accepted , and in the event the republican e lement was 
shown to be o nly a sma ll part of the to tal e lectorate, 
for the voters of the new sta te d ivided in a ra tio of 5 : l 
in favo ur of a mo na rchy. 

Carl decided that his name had too much of a D anish 
ring abo ut it, a nd he therefo re changed it to the t radi
tio nal N orwegia n H aakon. H e was crowned H aakon Vff 
in Trondheim Cathedral o n June 22, 1906, a fter having 
travelled to No rway in the D a nish royal yacht Dannebrog. 
The jo urney of the new royal fa mily up the O slo fj ord 
was slowed by fog and their a rrival in Norway on 
N ovember 25, 1905, was m arked by a lmost cont inuo us 
snow. H owever, the inclement weather did no thing to 
dampen the enthusiasm of the welcoming crowds. 
Follo wing the a rrival of the ro yal pa rty, they took the 
traditio na l ro ute of the N o rwegia n kings to Tro ndheim 
via Lillieha mmer, the Valley o f Gubrandsda l and 
A nda lsnes. 

Meanwhi le, Maud and Carl, now Haakon, had a lso 
r enamed their son A lexander with the historica l 
N o rwegian name Olav. 

Maud was the firs t of the couple to die. They had 
enj oyed 42 yea rs of ha ppily married life a t the time o f a 
visit to Lo ndo n in 1938. During the visit M a ud fell ill 
and died after a n opera tion on November 20 of that 
year. Her body lay in state in the chapel of Ma rlboro ugh 
H ouse, London, where she had been christened, and 
was then taken to Oslo for buria l in the ba ttle-cr uiser 
H .M .S. Royal Oak. 

H er husba nd, King Haako n, lived fo r another 19 
years, d ying in 1957 at the age of 85. Olav, thei r son, 
succeeded him as King Olav V o f N o rway. In 1928 he 
had marr ied Princess Martha of Sweden. There were 
three children of this marriage, the crown prince, 
H a rald, and two da ughters, Princess Ragn hild and 
Princess Astrid. Pr ince H arald married a com moner, 
Sonja H araldsen, a nd so far two children have been 
born o f the marriage, Ma rtha L o uise in J 97 J, and 
H aakon M agnus in 1973. 
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