
locality within one week. Then off we went once more 
fu rther south. 

We crossed the Viddalen, a 40 km. wide glacier, on our 
way to the Barga Mountains. From far off we saw the 
towering heights of the Borga peaks and the nearer we 
advanced the more impressive they became. T he gently 
risin g slopes of snow reach a height of 2,000 meters 
above sea level. Perpendicular rock faces, 500 to 700 
meters high , and so me of them a few miles long, spanned 
the horizon. Moraine stretches for miles across the 
plains and is reminiscent of plo ughed field s. G laciers 
sl ide down the steep rugged slopes pushing their icy 
tongues ever downwards until finally they di sappear 
into the depths of the snow below. In terms of geological 
time, th is is a qu ick-changi ng part of the globe, renewing 
scenic outlays more often than those parts of the world 
where contours are not moulded in ice. This is indeed 
God's newest country! 

By 22nd November we had deposited our 8 tons of 
supplies at the provisional main camp and we started 
with our work. The resplendent environment and perfect 
warm su nny days made work a privileged pleas ure. Even 
so, the mist did at times ro ll over the mountain tops 
forming a blanket of ominous silence, which often was 
a foreboding of a pproaching blizzards. The wind would 
rise to a phenomenal speed and howl through the va lleys 
and across the rocky ledges- one could then only sit 
a nd wait a nd hope for better days. In spite of th is , work 
progressed well. Here too we found signs of the Nor­
wegian-Bri tish-Swedish Expedition's activities of long ago 
The network of stakes erected by them in the blue-ice 
area to measure from time to time the rate a nd direct ion 

of movement of the ice-cap was still, after 16 years in 
excellent condition. Their positions were determined and 
we extended the net, such fo llow-up studies over a long 
period being of inestim able value in determining glacier 
movement. 

With the knowledge that we wou ld not be able to 
celebrate Christmas on the exact date, we had our 
Christmas dinner a week before a nd Henry Fulton was 
the cook of that memorable dinner. He produced stuffed 
turkey, rice, potatoes and other vegetables, and, to top it 
a ll , canned peaches and cream with some exhil irating 
refreshments . After many hours' celebrating on his 
miraculous creations, the team reti red to "Operation 
Sleeping Bag", satiated and well sat isfied. 

Having celebrated o ur Ch ristmas, the last shift of 
sampling and surveying was carried out. The amount of 
material was impressive, the rock specimens being numer­
ous and bulky, and much information was obtained to 
enable greate r detail to be added to the maps. On 31st 
December we bade farewell to the B01·gus in fi ne sunny 
weather. 

The warm weather during the previous weeks had 
softened the surface thus impeding travel, but clear 
days a nd uneventful mechanical and dog behaviour were 
on our side. On the evening of 3rd January, 1967, the 
mechan ized party arrived back at SANAE and two days 
late r, afte r a "constitutional" of 88 days, the dog­
sledging party clocked in- back ' 'home"-tired, though 
pleased with their efforts. It had been a joy to have 
worked in a part of God's newest country, unri valled 
for its cleanliness and freshness, where a continuous 
kaleidoscope of changing scenes met the eye. 

UITTREKSELS UIT 
VERSLAG VAN DIE VOORSITTER 

Gelees deur mnr. Marten du Preez, uittredende voorsitter 
van die S.A. Antarktiese Vereniging, 2 Mei, 1967 

Gedurende die afgelope jaar het ons ses vergaderings 
gehad. Mnr. S. H. E ngelbrecht, direkteur van die Weer­
buro en leier va n die Bouvet-ekspedisie, dr. J. Taljaard, 
dr. W. Verwoerd, dr. 0. R. van Eeden, direkteur van 
Geologiese Opname, en mnr. D. Neethling het voordragte 
gelewer oor die suksesvolle ekspedisie na Bouvet-eiland 
gedurende Maart-Februarie, 1966 (Ant. Bull. 14/15). 
Dr. W. H. Pollak, geoloog van SANAE VI ( 1965), het 
' n lesing gelewer oor " Tidal effect on a fl oating ice-shelf-
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gravimetric determination" (Ant . Bull. 16) ; mnr. E. M _ 
van Z. Bakker oor ' 'Dierelewe op d ie Marion- en Prince 
Edward-eilande" (Ant. Bull. 18) ; mnre. D. Neethl ing, 
Andrew Venter, Marten du Preez en dr. Andre van der­
Merwe oor verskillende logistiese aspekte, yss keu re en 
mediese toestande met betrekking tot Antarktika , en 
mnr. Sean Kavanagh, leier van SANAE V IT het 'n 
toespraak in Maart h ierdie jaar gelewer onder die hoof 
, Review of the activities of SANAE Vll") . Verder is. 
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The N.B.S. expedition (1949- 1952) under •. lohn G iaevcrs established their main advance depot in 1950 at Pyramiden-nunatak . In December 
1966, members of SANAE Vll- Sean Kavanagh, Henry Fulton, Eddie de Ridder, Horst Bastin and Harold Poole visited this spot and found, 

part ia lly buried under rubble and snow, a note left there in 1951, a picture of the Eng lish s ide of wh ich appears abO\'C. 



ook 'n aantal rolpren t- en skyfievertonings aangebied. 
Die bywoning van vergadering wa deurgaans goed. 

Die vierde jaarlik e dinee van die Vereniging is op 4 
Junie, 1966, gehou (Ant. Bull. 16). Op hierdie geleentheid 
wa die Vereniging vereer deur die teenwoordigheid van 
d ie d iplomatieke verteenwoordigers van d ie Veren igde 
State, die Verenigde Konink ryk , Belgie, Australie, Japan 
en Frankryk. Dit was voorwaar 'n mylpaal in die !ewe 
van ons Yerenigi ng o m hie rdie verteenwoordigers in o n 
midde te he. Hulle belang telling getuig van die hegte 
amewerking op die gebied van Antarktie e wetenskaplike 

navor ing. 

Gedurende Oktober 1966, is ·n Antarktiese dag deur 
a! die A nta rktie e Verdragstate gereel. In samewerking 
met die WNNR en d ie Departement van Vervoer, het die 
Vereniging ·n uitstalling in die Weten kap en lndustrie­
museu m in Pretoria aangebied . By hierdie geleentheid 
het dr. S. M. au de. president van die WN R die 
openi ngsrede (Ant . Bull. 18), prof. P. H. Stoker 'n lesing 
oor ko miese strafe. en dr. D. Torr oor "SA AE' 
cont ribution to space re earch" gelewer. Ek wil graag 
mnre. D . Neeth ling en Murray Schoonraad, kura tor van 
die W. en I. -museum. sowel as al die komiteelede en 
gewone lede. wat gehelp het om hierdie uit ta il ing ·n 
suk es te maak, hartlik herdank. Graag wil ek my dank 
betuig aan d ie Departement van Vervoer wat o ns voor-
ien het van ' n groot aantal uitsta lling items, soo ·n 

model van die RSA en die nuwe Antarktiese klere. 
Besonder dank aan BP Suid-Afrika, ons borge. vir puik 
foto-afdrukke van Antarktiese tonele en aangeleenthede. 
Gedurende die drie dae va n die uit tailing i. ook rol­
prente, wat goedgunst igl ik deur die Departement van 
Vervoer en die Brit e Amba sade geleen is, aan die 
publiek en skolie re vertoon. Daar wa ook gepoog om 
lesing en ro lprentvertonings in ander groot sentra te 
reel. Ween die akademiese aktiwiteite van on lede wa 
dit egter nie moontli k nie. beha lwe in Durban ;vaar on 
getroue lid, mnr. Willie Kotze, die aanvoorwerk gedoen 
het. en daardeur ook daadwerkl ik ' n bydrae gelewer he t 
om le ings en rolprentverton ings te hou. Aan ho m en sy 
helper ons opregte dank. 

·n Aanta l van ons lede was in die bevoorregte po isie 
om in Kaapstad kennis te maak met lede va n die Bclgies­
Holland e en die Japan e-Antarktiese ek pedi ies. Graag 
wil ek dit in die midde van d ie nuwe bestuur le o m d ie 
moontlikheid te onder oek o m ook h ie r in Pre toria met 
terugkerende ekspedisie kennis te kan maak. 

Laat my toe om die Medalje-komitee te kompli­
menteer o p die wyse waarop hulle h ul taak verrig het . 
Daar is talle vergaderings gehou om tot 'n fina le be­
slissing te geraak . 'n Spesiale woord van dank aan prof. 
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P. Stoker, voorsitte r van die komitee, wat o d ikwels van 
Poteher troom oorgekom het om die besprekings te lei. 

As prof. Stoker has announced earlier in the evening 
the Antarctic Medal has been awarded this year to Dr. 
Douglas G . Torr. who wa a member of SA AE IV. 
On behalf of the members of the A sociat ion I offer my 
heartiest congratu la tio ns to him on this distinguished 
award. and a lso o n the achievement to have been the 
first South African who ha gained a Ph.D. degree on 
work done in Antarctica. Let us not forget the important 
role played by Ma rsha Ha rd ing. a lso a physicist a nd now 
Mrs. Torr, in a sisting him to gain this achievement. 

The Associat io n has made ful l u e o f the pres a nd 
rad io to announce the activities of the As ociation . 
Thro ugh these two media a nd the Antarktiese Bulletin 
great interest in Antarctic activitie has been aroused, 
especially amongst the youth a mo ng t whom the /Julletin 
ha been widely distributed. To BP South Africa our 
heartiest apprecia tion fo r thei r sponsoring of both the 
Bulle tin and the Antarc tic MedaL 

As voorsi tte r wil ek my opregte dank betuig aan die 
lede van die komitee, en in be onder aan die sekretari . 
vir hulle gewillige hulp en diens. Aan a l die lede van die 
Veren iging baie dankie vir u belangstelling en getroue 
onderstcun ing gedurende d ie afgelopc jaar. 

JAPANESE ICEBREAKER 
FUJI AGB 5001 
PRINCIPAL PARTICULARS 

Completed July 1965 at Yokohama, Japan 

Standard displacement: 7,760 ton 

Length : 328 feet 

Width: 72 feet 

Depth: 

Draft: 

Speed: 

Cruising Radiu 

Machinery: 

Ho r epower : 

C rew : 

Aircraft : 

39 feet 

27 feet 

16.5 kno ts 

15 knots-15,000 miles 

Diesel e lectric propulsion, 2-
sha fts 

12,000 PS: M.A. . Y8V, 30142 
AL 

34 Officer , 148 Enlisted men, 40 
Scient ists, a few Observers 

3 Helicopters 
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