
NEWSLETTERS 
Sanae N uusbrief Yir Maart 1971 

Ten spyte van 'n laagste minimum tempera tu ur van 
- 33°C en wind tote by tye van tot 70 knope, was die 
weer oor die a lgemecn matig gewecs en kon bui tewerk 
nog gedoen word sonder te veel ongerief. Yanaf die 
9de is daar weer begi n werk aan die verski llende p ro
gramme te rwyl die middae nog spandeer is aan basiswerk. 
A lhoewel die helc basis nou omtrent heeltemaal bedek is 
met sneeu, vcrhocd dit nogtans nie die j agsneeu om die 
ysgange binne tc dring n ie sodat die uitgrawe va n ysgange 
na e lke storm nog steeds voorrang genic! onder die term 
basiswerk. 

Alhoewel daar tot op die 31 stc nog in aller haas 
gewerk moes word aan die Radioteodol iet Antennas, 
kon d ie eerste ballonopstyging op I April gedoen word 
en daarmee het die weerkundige program in voil e werking 
gekom. Ander progra mme wat ook reeds teen die einde 
van Maart in werking was, was ionosfeer en luggloed. 
Die geomagnetiese en kosm iese stra leprogra mme sal 
hopelik onderskeideli k die middel van April en begi n 
van Mei in voile werking wees. 

l ntussen het die Borgaspan gevorder to t o ngeveer 
20 km van Jekselen af. nadat hulle vir vier dae vertraag 
was o p ongeveer diese lfde plek waar die vorige jaar se 
Borgaspan voor d ie winter probleme gchad het. Onge
lukkig moes een van die Muskegs by Muskegdepot agter 
gelaa t wo rd . Hulle vrag word nou deur middel van 
a fl osse verder geneem. 

M A IN POINTS OF I TEREST 

The team have setlled down in the new Base, and by 
April I st. the meteorological, ionospheric a nd ai rglow 
programmes were under way. Jt is hoped that the 
geomagnetic and co m ic ray programmes will be funct io n
ing by mid April. T he Bo rga Base team were about 20 km 
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from Jekselen when they experienced much the sa me 
d ifficu lties encou ntered last year and one Muskeg had 
to be abandoned at Muskeg Depot. 

Marion Nuusbrief Yir Maart 1971 

Maartmaand en ook 'n jaar va n verblyf hier o p die 
cila nd is verby en nog is d ie e inde van on verblyf nie 
mooi in sig nie. A gcvolg van problcme wal ondervind 
is met die samestelling van die 28ste aflosspan. en die 
gevolglike vert raging, ve rwag ons d ie RSA aan d ie einde 
van Apri l. Ten spyte hiervan loop die gee drif nog hoog 
wa nt o ns gaan tog een va n d ie dae terug. 

Yroeer d ie maand is Koos en Leon mel d ie nodige 
uitrusting vir 'n staptog om d ie eiland. As gevolg van 
g unstige weersomstand ighede kon hulle d ie afstand afte 
in die tyd van vier dae. Hulle het veel gehad om te vertel 
na d ie tog. Snaakse landformasies, mooi landskappe, 
verwensde lawaklinkervelde, hoe kuskranse en d ie 
gevolglike bergkl im, a ile kleur katte orals, voetseer en 
bla e. nat k lere, moedeloosheid en wat nog a ls. Yolgens 
hulle was daar volop kanse om in teressan te fotos te 
neem wat hulle inderdaad benut het te oordeel aan die 
aanta l fotos geneem. Hulle het M olly Mawks met neste 
en kuikens teegeko m, 'n seldsame verskynsel op Ma rion. 

Die twee h uiskatte, Neelsie en Blikkies, het elkeen hul 
eerste muis gevang om sodoende die ast rante muise in 
die huis deeglik bewus te maak van hul baasskap. Die 
twee katte verskaf veel p lesier metal hul kaskenades. 

Die winter nader nou vinnig. Dit kan opgemerk word 
aa n d ie aktiwite it van die dierebevolking en ook weer
gewys is daar ' n merkbare verandering. Die eerste 
sneeuvalle het voorgekom in die berge. 

The scene just east of the sleeping 
quarters. Photos like this were 
used to locare supplies after 1he firs/ 
bad s10rm experienced by Sanae 3. 



·n Albatros is in Austra lie gevind wat hicr gebring is 
gedurende die 26ste a nos. ·n Duif van 'n onbekende 

pesie is ·n paar dae agtermekaar opgemerk in die 
omgewing van die hoenderhok. 

Weerkundige data 1•ir die maand: 

Lugdruk 
Temperatuur 
Yogtigheid 
Sonskyn 
Reenval 
Hoogste maksimum 
Laagste minimum 

Gough Nuusbricf Yir Maart 1971 

I 0 15,0 millibar 
8,3 grade Celcius 
87 persent 
11 3,7 
159,5 mm 
17,7 op die 3de Maart 
0.9 op die 21ste Maa rL 

Die sonnige dae ged urende die maand is terdee geniet 
en visvangs het heelwat aa ndag geniet. Dit was 'n besige 
maand waarin ba ie loswerkies gedoen is met d ie oog op 
die aankruipende winter, naamlik die mering va n 
kabels en klamme om roes te voorkom, regmaak van 
lekplekke op die dak en regpak van d ie stoor. Daar is 
ook reed s begin met die skoonskollel o nder en om die 
,Cat-walks" . 

Oil was ' n teleurste ll ing vir die mannc toe verneem is 
dat die RSA nie meer h ier aandoen teen die e inde van 
April nie, maar dit laat ons darem nog nie op moed
verloor se vlakte nie. A lmal genict die eilandlewe nog 
baie en die manne se voorkoms wisse l vanaf ., Hippies'' 
tot Rooihuide. Een verjaardagviering het hierdie maand 
plaasgevind, naam li k die van , Pikkie" Fourie, ons 
Radio Tegnikus, wat op die 28ste dertig jaar jonk 
geword het. ' n Yreemde boot is vroeg in die maand 
waargeneem maar ko n nie identifisee r word nie. , Shorty'' 
Moolma n het vir ho m naam gemaak as die digter in die 
span en hy het a l 'n hele paar gedigte ge kryf wat met 'n 
bietjie verbeelding na talent lyk. Dries Wannenburg he t 
ses steke aan sy ha nd o ntvang nadat hy ha rd met die 
,Cat-walk'' kennis gemaak het na die losla ting van 'n 
ballon. Die mann e kom nou voorendag met heel 
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The RSA at anchor jus/ a/fer 
the first supplies 1rere rem01•ed ji"om 
the heliport in 1962. 

oor pronklike idees wat die koskook aanbetrefen heerlike 
maa ltye is al voorberei. 

Ons wil die span o p Ma rion vaarwel toeroep en die 
nuwe span 'n baie suk sesvolle verblyf op die ei land 
toewens. Ons is trots op die feit dat ons nou die , ou 
manne" op die ei la nd is. 

Sanae Newsletter for April, 1971 

April proved to be a month of great con trasts. The 
team experienced temperatures as high as 6.8°C and 
as low as - 40,6-C. Gust of wind up to 86 knots a lso 
occurred , accompanied by tons of driftsnow, as a result 
of which the whole ba c is now covered up to the roof 
with snow. On the I Oth and I I th of this month the team 
experienced their heaviest storm. One of the heavy doors 
of the balloon hut was blown o pen by the wind. The rest 
of the days were on the average fine and mild . Beautiful 
sunrises and sunsets occurred and many photographs 
were ta ken. 

The two hu sky pup are sti ll being kept inside the 
base a nd team members are now trying to teach them 
some tricks. The o ne named Whi skey learnt very quickly 
to lift hi s paw for a piece o f chocolate. 

Our Borga team have not succeeded in reaching the 
Bo rga Base owing to transport fa ilure and they will now 
spend winter at Grunehogna. 

On Sundays, weather permitting, the team ta kes the 
dogs sledging o r shou ld we say the dogs take the team 
sledging. These ou tings are st imulating a nd exci ting. 
Further outside activities are becoming less a nd less as 
the days g row sho rter. 

The team would a lso like to welcome the new Marion 
team and wish them a happy stay on the isla nd . 

Gough Newsletter for April, 1971 

The first five months o n the isla nd have litera lly flown 
by a nd have been enjoyed by everyone. The weather is 
becoming colder and consequen tly confining us more to 



the house with the result that many of our leisure hours 
a re taken up with various indoor activities, snooker and 
darts being amongst the most popular. 

A heavy storm was blown up by strong south-easterly 
winds, the full force of which was felt on the 18th and 
gigantic waves caused by it, at times resulted in spray 
reaching as far up as the brownstore roof - a height o f 
a bout I 70 ft. These winds, unfortunately, also blow 
d irectly into the balloon-room, ma king the release of 
balloons very difficult. 

Les Genlloud and Johann Coetzer went to much 
trouble in measuring a nd photographing the eggs and 
observing the activit ies of the Gough I sland rails in a 
nest which was discovered nearby the house, in the 
hope that the information would be useful to biol ogists, 
who a pparent ly know lit tle about this bird's breeding 
habits. However, they became the laughing stock of 
the team when, after furthe r observance, the nest proved 
to be that of a st ray hen. They had to admit that their 
"scientific data" was probably well known to many, 
many years ago. 

A considerable a rea of the g round underneath the 
catwalks has been weeded and contra ry to our earlier 
beliefs, this work is not so dreadful after all. Why! some 
even cla im to enjoy doing it. 

Wea ther statist ics for the m onth are as fo llows: 
Mean surface pressure J 0 12,0 MBS 
Mean surface temperature 12,7 degrees Celcius 
Total su nshine duration 94,9 hours 
Total rai nfa ll . . . . 236,5 mm on 23 days 
Mean relat ive humidity 83 per cent. 

Sanae Nuusbrief ~·ir Mei 1971 

Meimaand was hoofsaaklik gekenmerk deur sterk winde. 
' n Swart maa nd vir die bolugprogram waarin 10 op
stygings nie gedoen kon word nie. Selfs 'n loslatingspoging 
waarby 'n oormag van 6 persone betrokke was, is nie 
met sukses bekroon nie. 

Die paar kalm dae wat wei voorgekom bet is nuttig 
gebruik om vir die werktuigkundiges 'n werkswinkel 
op te rig, sodat hulle nou o nder dak slee ka n herstel 
vir die so mer. 

Binnemuurse a ktiwiteite neem vinnig toe. Daar is 
beg in met die verf van die basis en le van tapyte. Op 
ontspanni ngsgebied is daar gereeld na aandete ' n krieket 
wedstryd op die pyltj iebord. Die ontwikkeling en a fdruk 
van fotos wat reeds lank agterstallig is word nou vinnig 
ingehaal. Die radio amateurs is ook druk besig o m nuwe 
vriende oor d ie wereld te verwerf. Wat die skaak
wedstryde met Halleybay en Mawson aanbetref het ons 
vir Ha lleybay in ' n verdedigende posisie terwyl d ie stand 
met Mawson nog in d ie weegskaal ha ng. 

Die Borgaspan is teen hierdie tyd reeds ingegrawe vir 
die winter by Grunehogna en hulle binnemuurse a ktiwi
teite sluit onder a ndere ta pesir ie en modelvliegtuie in. 
Intussen is die grawe egter nie vir die winter weggepak 
nie want by twee geleen thede was die ballonkamer 
omtrent vyf voet onder sneeu - suur-soet herrineringe 
van die ysgang-g rawery vroeer vanjaar het opnuut 
teruggekom. 

Op d ie misdaadfront het d ie maand op 'n hoe noot 
geeindig met oproer en geweld in die huskykamp toe 
drie honde losgeraak het. Na 'n woeste geveg is daarin 

so 

geslaag om twee van die oproermakers weer ve il ig vas. 
te ketting terwyl die derde, Kero, eers na twee dae in 'n 
redelike gehawende toestand by die ou basis gevind is. 

Gough Nuusbrief vir Mei 1971 

' n Besondere interessante maand met heelwat gebeure is 
agter die rug. Sommige van hierdie gebeurtenisse sal 
as van die hoogtepunte deur h ierdie span onthou word. 
Die reenval gedurende die maand was aansienlik meer as 
d ie vorige maande en d ie temperatuur het soms byna 
tot vriespunt gedaal, met die gevolg dat d ie hele span 
bulle met tye in die kombuis voor d ie stoof bevind het. 
Van d ie praatj ies voor d ie stoof kan baie gou afgelei 
word dat vroumense en motors die middelpunt van 
bespreking is. 

a ons aa nvankli ke onsuksesvolle pogings om 
, gesofist ikeerde" vis te vang, het ons hierdie maand 
daarin geslaag om d rie snoek aan te keer. Op die 25ste 
is twee moorvis~e (,ki ller whales") ongeveer vyftig meter 
van die la nd af gewaar. H ulle teenwoordigheid was 
egter van ko rte duur aangesien bulle van uit ' n suid
westelike rigting verby die eiland geswem het. Op die 
30ste was ons aangenaam verras toe 'n Britse fregat, die 
H .M.S. Jaguar, hier aangedoen bet en ons persoonlike 
pak kies en briewe, wat op Tristan da Cun ha gele het, 
a fgelewer het. Van die mees gewaardeerde a rtikels - soos 
die onwillekeurige op en af bewegende kakebene kan 
getuig - is natuurlik kougom en lekkers; verder spog 
a lma! met splintern uwe klinknaelbroeke en seilskoene. 
N uwe langspeelplate, tydskrifte, haarkn ippies en -bande 
was ook baie welkom. Ons is die H .M.S. Jaguar baie 
dankbaar vir hierdie groot guns wat bu lle ons bewys het. 

AI die spanlede geniet goeie gesondheid en sien uit 
na d ie paar maande wat nog voorle op d ie ei la nd. Die 
robbe het die wyk begin neem en heelwat minder voels 
word deesdae opgemerk. Dit beteken dat ons ons moet 
voorberei vir 'n strawwe winter waaraan nie een van ons 
gewoond is nie. 

Gemidde/des 1•ir die maand: 

Druk . . . 
Tem peratuur 
Vog 
Reenval 
Sonskyn 

Sanae Newsletter for June, 1971 

I 0 12,7 mbs 
10,9 grade Celsius 
81 persent 
380,9 mm in 25 dae 
75,9 ure. 

June was a very good month for the upper-air programme. 
Only on the first of June was an ascent not possible. Very 
good heights were obtained after dipp ing the balloons 
in diesoline. 

The mechanics are still working " fu ll steam a head" 
repairing sledges for the summer program me which wi ll 
include trips into the mountains. We have also fi nished 
painting the living qua rters, while individual offices such 
as the geomag., the hospita l, the met. office and a part of 
the engine room have also been fin ished . 

The midwinter festival was held in the true mid winter 
tradition a nd a g reat day and night was had by all. The 
chess games with Mawson and Ha lley Bay are still in 
progress. As far as the game with Ha lley Bay is concerned, 
we' re in a pretty good position. U nfo rtunately the same 



cannot be said fo r the Mawson games. N ever to fear, we 
have not lost heart yet - hope springs eternal in the 
huma n breast, etc. 

The Bo rga team a re enjoying them selves immensely 
as ca n be gathered fro m the fact that their mid wi nter 
fest ivities started o n the 20th and ended on the 24th. 
The wi nds a t G runehogna have been playing havoc with 
the equipment a nd install a tions. Their hut was a lmost 
blown over a nd their to ilet was, in fact, blown away. 
Fortunately no body was occupying the said a bode. 

June has been a very quiet mo nth a nd everyone is 
looking fo rwa rd to the summer season. 

- Sanae XII 

lVJarion Newsletter for June, 1971 

Our second mo nth o n Mario n is now histo ry. Bu t, as 
yet , we do not think in te rms of how many months are 
left. Considering the past mo nth, we find that we have 
accompl ished a fa ir a mount besides the normal du ties . 
Cl eaning up and re-organizing the base has bee n carried 
o ut d uring fine wea ther of which there has been very 
little. 

The highlight of the mon th was the mid-winter 
celebra t ions. Len prepa red a meal to the best of his 
a bility a nd altho ugh the F rench menu bamed the boys, 
they d id no t waste much time in consulting a French 
d ictionary. T he only compla in t was one o f over-eating . 

A braaivleis was held o n G amtoos Point one evening . 
A friendly fi re was started, but unfo rtunately this 
a ttracted the inquisitive night bird s. Swoo ping low o ver 
the fi re they periodically collided with someone engrossed 
in hi s piece of meat. One unfo rtunate bird crash-landed 
in the fi re but cou ld not be rescued in time. J ohn merci
full y wrung it's neck, but not wanting it to go to waste, 
he cleaned a nd roasted it. According to him it tasted 
"fishy. 

J ohn also tho ught there was somethin g fishy abo ut 
the way his c rawfish cage disappeared . Convinced that 
there must be crawfish aro und Mari o n he constructed a 
specia l cage a nd baited it with meat. However, when the 
line was pulled in the next day, the cage was missing. 
" It must have been a big crawfish," said Jo hn . 

Snowfalls occurred on six days of the mo nth a nd o n 
the first occasion Allen built a sledge. However, the snow 
was no t deep eno ugh a nd no ne were more disappointed 
than Allen a nd " Percy" the sledge. 

K oos and Fa nie perfo rmed an excellent job on the 
fo wlrun a nd with the VIP trea tment the fowls started 
laying again. T he ea rly risers a mongst the boys have 
formed a breakfast club. Koos, however, r es igns every 
t ime his turn to make breakfast comes around. However, 
he is a llowed to rejoin if he washes the di shes. This suits 
Koos because hi s own post toasties club was not a 
success when he had to compete with succulent steak, 
eggs and toast. 

A funn y thing about Koos is his sleeping capacity -
any time, a nywhere. When Fanie wa kes him in the 
morning, the o nly thing tha t keeps him awake is p lenty 
of fresh a ir followed by a cigarette being popped into 
hi s mo uth . Witho ut thi s fo rmula Koos sleeps on. 

G reetings to everyone a t ho me and comrades a t 
Sanae and G o ugh. 
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Gough l'ewsletter for June, 1971 

This mo nth has been an exceptional ly busy o ne with 
q uantity-checking, o rder-writing and tidying-u p In 

prepa ratio n fo r o ur relieving tea m. Mo st of this work 
has now been co mpleted , tha nks to the co-opera tio n of 
the who le tea m. 

Despite the so metimes depressing weather conditio ns 
dur ing the mo nth , spirits are still high and much energy 
is worked o ut o n table-ten nis a nd darts, o f which the 
latter seems to be mo re popular a t the mo ment. Fortu
nately, radi o-reception is excellent a nd Saturday a fte r
noo ns a re set as ide fo r li stening to the rugby co mmenta ries 
- beer includ ed , o f co urse. On the few fine days which 
we have had, fishing trips were made but the efforts 
were not worth the results, much to the fis hermen's 
d isgust. Our breadm akers have fi na lly perfected their 
recipes a nd a re having consistently good results . , F lo ps" 
a re severely dea lt with , the last being hung on the wall 
as an example o f what bread should not be like. 

Weather sta t ist ics for the mo nth a re as foll ows : 
Pressure . . I 01 7,4 Mbs 
Tempera ture 9,3 degrees Celsiu s 
Humidity 84 per cent 
Sunshine 52,4 hours 
Rainfa ll 2 11 ,3 mm in 24 days. 

Marion Newsletter for July, 1971 

This mon th of Jul y was no t unl ike a ny other mo nth of 
July on Mari on . The usual ra in, snow a nd wind was 
experienced wi th occasional high swells when the wind 
swung easterly . The days o f fin e weather, however, were 
few and of such a nature that a li-day excursio ns were not 
possible. However, everybod y is thinking of the months 
o f O cto ber a nd November when long walks will be 
possible. 

Wi th the a bove conditio ns prevailing, the team was 
limited ma inly to Mari o n Ho use where the usua l snooker 
and billia rd cha mpio nship, book readi ng, fi lm shows and 
ho use du ties ca rried o n. At this point mention must be 
made of Koos a nd h is ho bbies. Everybody has ho bbies, 
but Koos has ho bbies which constitu te an integral part 
o f his day. These comprise the fo llowing : sleeping, 
smoking and snoo ker or billia rd cha llenges. The first is 
divided into dozing, na ppi ng and contempla tio n. All 
hobbies receive his very sincere a ttentio n. One th ing 
must be said of K oos, however, he ma nages to stay 
awa ke when it comes to drum-carrying. Ma ny of the 
empty fu el drums which littered Bo ulder Beach have 
been removed , perfo ra ted and committed to the Deep via 
the Chu te . It was on o ne of these drum removal o pera tio ns 
that John 's ma ngled crawfish cage came to light. O ne of 
those huge waves had ca st it up o n the beach. N obody 
quite understands bow the dead mo use ca me to be found 
in the cage. 

This " there must be crawfish here" scheme of Jo hn's 
led to a no ther crazy scheme in the mind s of other tea m 
members, na mely to harpoon a nd capture a k iller whale 
from Gunner' s Po int a nd land it o n Bo ulder Beach. 
This, according to them, would be a g reat ad vance in 
the field of fishing. But let the reader not thin k that 
serious wo rk is not being done while such ha re-brained 
schemes are being planned. 

continued on page 52 



BP ANTARCTIC MEDAL, 1971 

The BP Antarctic Gold Medal fo r 197 1 has been awa rded 
to 1r. Henry Fu lton of Pretoria. The award is made for 
qualities of leadersh ip displayed dur ing three years in 
Antarctica and the vital supporting role of establishing 
the four-ma n team a t Borga Base in the mounta ins 
350 km due south of Sanae. 

In 1962 he was appoi nted Junior diese l mechanic with 
Sanae 3. His cheerfulness and willingness to undertake 
any task, no matter how men ia l o r a rduous, d id much to 
foste r the spirit of com radeship which characterised 
Sanae 3 during the estab lishment o f the first tru ly 
South African base in Antarctica. 

During 1966 he again returned to Antarctica as 
Sen io r diesel mechanic with Sanae 7 and displayed 
qualit ies o f leadership which resulted in his being 
a pproached by the Depa rtment of Transport to accept 
leade rship of Sanae I 0 in 1969. 

Despite two a rduous a nd rigorous years in Anta rc t ica, 
Mr. F ulton and h is fam ily were prepared to sacrifice 
much o f their persona l li fe to enable him to accept the 
post. lt speaks highly of the Department o f Tra nsport, 
wh ich ad ministe rs the A nta rct ic project, tha t people 
such as M r. Fulto n. who a re wi ll ing to go d own to 
Antarct ica fo r anothe r yea r o f hardship, isola tion a nd 
the a ttenda nt ri sks that living in Antarct ica bring, can 
be fou nd . 

U nder hi s d rive a nd persevera nce Borga Base was 
successfully esta blished. It was here that four members 
of Sanae 10 pent an isola ted wi nte r so that they wou ld 
be able to avoid the long haza rd ous tri p from Sa nae and 
to explo re hitherto unmapped terrain as early as possible 
in the comi ng summer. 

W ith typical modesty Mr. F ulton has accepted th e 
award as reflect ing not on his own abilities, but rather 
as a tr ib ute to the high level o f com radesh ip and co
operation in the teams with which he has served. 

com inued from page 50 

Every time it snows Jo hn dreads the burst o r leaking 
water pipes which resul t. Fanie is a lso a lways at the 
ready to nur e, sooth and comfort the inj ured team 
members. A llen had a neat ho le eaten into his fi nger by 
ca ustic soda. When b lood fai led to come out of the 
wound he got such a fright that Doc. had to give him an 
injectio n. Th is put Allen to sleep, but when Doc. checked 
on him la te r, A llen awoke and mumbled something 
about hi s mo ther leaving his lig ht o n. 

We send g reetings to a ll o ur fa milies, friend s a nd 
comrades o n Gough a nd at Sanae. 

Gough Nuusbrief vir Julie 1971 

Die afgelope maand is te rdec geniet deur al d ie man ne, 
ten spyte van die o ngunstige weerstoestande wat ons 
beweegru imtes ba ic beperk het. Ons he t vroeg ged urende 
die maand o ns eerste sneeu waargeneem, maar to t d ie 
manne se groot teleurste lling was dit slegs van korte 
duur. A lma! geniet goeie gesondheid en d ie moraal van 
die spa n is nog steeds ba ie hoog. 
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Mr. Fulton was born in Pretor ia in 1930 and is now 
resident in Erasm ia, Pretoria (Te lepho ne Pretoria 66146). 
He married F reda Gouws in 1950. They have six children 
of whom o ne is married. 

,Sho rty·· Moolman , Steyn Ba on en Jo han n Coetzer 
(a lmal leerli ng tegnisie, weerk unde) se aansoek om nog ' n 
jaa r op d ie eila nd deu r te bring is goedgekeur. G root 
p lan ne word beraam om die RSA in Oktober te ver
welkom. Heelwat van o ns , G root" take is gedurende 
die maa nd afgehandel, bestellings is geplaas vir d ie 
volgende span en die bruinstoor is in gereed heid gebring 
vir d ie g root aflaai wanneer d ie RSA hie r aa ndoen. 

Na ' n besk rywing van d ie nuutste modes o nde r die 
vroumense, , H ot Pa nts" ingesluit, oo r o ns rad io
prog ram , Ver in die wereld", kan die manne nie wag 
om d it van naderby te beskou nie. O ns rad io-ontvangs 
is redeli k goed en die rugby-toer word met die grootste 
bela ngstelling gevolg. Mislukkings kom deesdae min 
voor wat koskook en broodba k aan bet re f want daar 
word no u ha rdhandig met ' n man tewerk gegaan en 
nadat hy goed deurgeloop het moet hy net eenvoud ig 
la ngs sy mislu kte poging poseer terwyl d ie kameras fl uts. 
Visva ngs is tydeli k a fgestel en daar word meer gekonsen
treer op snoeker en veerpyltj ies terwyl d ie , Beat les" in 
die agte rgrond bier en goed bygestaa n word met byklanke 
deur Dries en Peet. 
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Die hoogtepunt van die maand >vas die solo-opvoering 
van die verhoogstuk ,Hair", uitgevoer deur , Pik" 
Fourie, ons radiotegnikus. Alma] sien baie uit na die 
koms van die RSA en hoop om Kersfees tuis te wees. 

Weerkundige gemidde/des: 

Druk ... 
Temperatuur 
Vog 
Reenval 
Sonskyn 

J 0 14,4 Mbs 
9,1 grade Celsius 
82 persent 
237,2 mm in 28 dae 
89,7 ure. 

Sanae Nuusbrief vir Augustus 1971 

Louis, Ray, Theo en Eddie het op 30 Augustus vanaf 
Sanae vertrek na draaipunt in bitter koue weer van 
- 43°C en is gelukk ig veilig terug op II September. 
Mike, Johan (Bothma) en ek sal seker binne die volgende 
twee dae vertrek om by Borgaspan aan te sluit by 
Grunehogna. 

Die manne se hare en baarde begin al Ianger word en 
hoe ]anger baarde word hoe korte word die tydjie hier op 
Sanae. Niemand wil dit nou weet nie maar ek is seker 
ons sal swaar afskeid neem van Sanae waar ons lekker 
saam gesweet het. 

Laaste groot gebeurtenis wat hier op Sanae gebeur het 
was die vertrek van RSA en dit is ook al ou nuus. 

Groetnis, 

Custar Net en Sanaiete 

Marion Newsletter for August, 1971 

Again we greet all friends and relations and especially 
the "Goughels" and "Sanaeans". We hope that they 
have achieved maximum success in their individual 
scientific programmes this month. 

And at the end of another month there is speculation 
as to whether we are reaching the halfway mark in our 
stay or not. The previous team had spent thirteen and a 
half months on the island. Before the departure of the 
RSA for Cape Town, Frikkie Loots of the genera l 
section had promised that the following relief would be 
arriving here during March or beginn ing of April. That 
means our stay would be eleven to twelve months. 
Some of us are not so optim istic. 

On the 29th Greg celebrated his 20th birthday. 
Unfortunately our stove was unserviceable and there 
was no birthday cake. However, everybody expressed 
the wish that he could spend his 21st in more rewarding 
circumstances. 

On the 27th snow started falling as we had not seen 
it up to now. The fol lowing morning the snow depth 
was measured at 23 em. Excitement mounted at the 
thought of snow sports and beautiful scenery. H owever, 
the weather remained unpleasant and not many oppor
tunities were had for photographing the snow scenery. 
Then came the inevitable rain which a ll too soon melted 
most of the snow. For some the melting of the snow 
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was good news because they had not had a good bath 
for a few days. 

During the month Allen and Len walked a little 
beyond the East Cape. A walkie-talkie was taken along 
for testing in preparation for longer walks late r. At the 
Cape numerous cormorants were found making nests. 
The strange mating dance that these birds perform, like 
so many other sea birds, was interesting to watch. More 
visits to the Cape are planned to photograph the birds 
with their eggs and subsequently the ch icks and so to 
complete a series of photographs. 

Again this month excellent work was done in the 
meteorological programme, the domestic duties and the 
general clean-u p and maintenance of the base. New 
schemes and ideas are cont inually being initiated for 
the improvement and enhancement of the entire pro
gram me. We feel that we will leave Marion with the 
satisfaction of an entirely successful year behind us. 

Gough Newsletter for August, 1971 

With the term of Gough 16 so close to the end, antic i
pation of the RSA's arrival can a lmost be felt in the air. 
Altho~gh not a ll the members will be ~eturning, 
enthus1asm towards a smooth change-over 1S shared 
by all. 

Earlier in the month we experienced the coldest 
temperatures of our stay, 0,2°C above freezing, and we 
enjoyed the sight of the snow-capped mountains behind 
the base. There has been a noticeable cha nge in the 
weather o f the past few weeks and this marked the return 
of much of the bird-life. We ho pe that this is the start of 
spring and more pleasant condi tions. 

The white and black penguins can be seen on the 
far side of the bay and many white specks dotting the 
h illside mark the positions of A lbatross nestino-. The 
increasing number of sooty Albatross gliding to a~1d fro 
a long the shoreline makes it look very much like a busy 
airport viewed from a distance. No doubt the seals too 
will be returning soon, providi ng awe-inspi ring sights 
(and pungent smells) at one of our favourite hau nts, 
seal beach. 

At the beginning of the month we were treated to the 
visit of a large southern wight whale to the sh<~rllows of 
Transvaal Bay and we watched its a ntics with great 
interest for almost a whole day. 

The team 's activities seem to have centred mainly o n 
preparations for the like ly changes and activities which 
~he next ~wo months will bring. The team photograph 
IS also be1ng prepared, much to the trial of the photo
grapher's patience, especially when unfam il ia r a rticles 
like white shirts have to be scrou nged out, washed and 
pressed at the last minute. 

Draughts, reading and music a re popu lar pastimes 
these days but day-dreaming (of home and mail , no 
doubt) seems to take precedence in most cases. 

We a re looking forward to learn ing about the other 
members of the 17th relief and take this opportunity of 
sending our greetings a nd best wishes for a pleasant 
journey to Gough. 

- A. J. Wannenburg 
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