











Je As you are aware, the Union has never advance
any claim to dntarctic territory, most of which, in
default of effective occupation, can only be regarded as
terra nullius, The Union is moreover the only major
power in the Southern hemisphere which in terms of the
United States original proposal, is apparently to have
no say in the future control and administration of the
antarctic Continent yet from the long term standpoint,
the manner in which such control is exercised, will
prove of vital concern to the Union. Our important
whaling interests in the Antarctic are well known, un
the meteorological slde we may hope to benefit from the
@establishment of meteorologicsl stations at aAntarctic
hases, Our future interest in Antarctic air communicae
tions is apparent from the map. dhen the time comes
for economic exploitation and development of the Continent
the Union will be one of the natural and approprliate
bases from which such enterprlses will operate. In the
field of long range and long term strategy, the control of
dntarctica must always be a matter of primary concern to
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4 his bare outline may well be sufficient teo
indicate the extent of our interests and teo justify
gonslderation being given to the assoclation of the
Union with any internstiomal organisation or machinery
which may be devised for control and administration of
the Antarctiec Continent. it was on this basis therefore
that the State Department was approached as indicated
in paragraph 2 above,

S In response to our approach to the State Depart-
ment, coples were furnished for information to the
South African Legation, Washington, of the propossls
submitted by the United States CGovermment to the other
sovermnments concerned on August Y9th, These proposals are
now being studled by the Unlon Govermment.

G Although the Unlon Goveroment are not yet in a
position to comment on the United 8tates proposals, they
feel that 1l is desirable Lhat their interest in the
matter should be made known to other Governments concerned,
ihey have therefore reguested Wr, Louw, Leader of the
South African Delegation to the United Kations Assembly,
to seek g sultable opportunity of apprising the Norweglan
Velegatlon in Paris of South africa's interest. Mr. Louw
has also been informed thset this brief note on the subject
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My dear kinister,

You will no doubt be aware of the United d

States proposals for soume form of internatlional regime
lh the Antarctic and of th roach
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United States Govermment to the Governments of Norway, 4
ile '

f"‘-

made Dby

Australia, the Argentine, Chile, New Zealand, France '
and the United A1NZAOM, A State Jep a rtment press

release on Adugust 20th made public the fact that certain
proposals had been submitted by the United States
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point of the Department of that &
s*aaaluw shoulid be such as to promote the

State has approached
dustralia,
tne

itina,

L..E-Ja.ah.l‘ r,r.\JJ ana

S+ =4 -
LHud O

entifie investigation and ressarch in the

aPEu. The JEparz;en: of State has suggested
that this ca erhaps be done most effectively
3nd the ,LﬁLLeu of comflicting claims at the
same time sol meat upon some
form of inte The Department

. of JL;L& e X] . :

f which will r che
views, consid i s

i baply reconcillation of va

i Until such exchange of vie
further study. is completed d

1seful purpose
y 2 conference on
conference 1is

na. any

LT

ot

Fo the South African
Chargé d'Aff es instructed to draw
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specific South African interests in the conirol and
administration of Antar
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with international
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that the Otate Department i8 A 38 indlcated
in paragraph above.
2 Qur representatiocns to the State Department
were received in a very friendly manner and our Chargé

d'affaires was told that Scuth African interest in
\ntarctica was viewed with a good deal of sympathy.
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was informed that the intention at present was to rest
negotistions to the eight powers mentioned in the press
release of August 20th, If agreement could be reached
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~-hllean, rench and Norweglan repres antatives 1o Paris
ut he will say nothing about the American reaction to
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United States Covermment have stressed the need for
ecrecy in this regard.
(" Er. Louw has been informed that this brief
note on the subject 1s Delng handed to you.
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3. &8 you are aware, the Union has never advanced ,
any claim to antarctic territory, most of which, in I
default of effective occupation, can only be regardec as
terrs oullius. The Union is moreover the only major ]
power in the Southern hemlsphere which in terms of the !
United States original proposal, 1s apparently to have
no say in the future control and administration of the
Antarctic Continent yet from the long term standpoint,
the manner in which such control is exercised, will
prove of vital concern to the Union. Our important
whaling interests in the Aatarctic are well known. OUn
the meteorological side we may hope Lo benefit from the
establishment of meteorological stations at Antarctic
bases. Our future interest in adntarctic alr communica-
tions is apparent from the map. When the time comes
for esconumlic exploitation and development of the Continent
the Union will one of the natural and appropriate il
bases from which such enterprises will operate. in the ;
field of long range and long term strategy, the control of
Antarotica must always be a matter of primary concern
to us.

4. This bare outline may well be sufficient to
indicate the extent of our interssts and to Justifly
consideration being given to the association of the
Union with any. international organisetion or mschinery
which may be devised for control and administration of
the Antarctic Continent. It was on this basis therefore
that the State Department was approached as indicated
in parsgraph 2 above.

5e In response to our approach to the State Depart-
sent, coples were furnished for information to the
South African legation, Jashington, of the proposals
subuitted by the Unita& States Government to the other
Governments concerned on sugust 9th. These proposaels are
now being studied by the Unlon Govermment.

Although the Union Govermment are not yet in a
position to comment on the United States proposals, they
feel that it is desirable that thelr interest in the
watter should be made known to other Governments concerned
They have therefore requested Mr. Louw, lLeader of the ‘4
South African Delegation to the United Nations Assembly,
to seek a suitable opportunity of spprising the French
Govermment of Sputh africa's interest. br. Louw has =
also been informed that this brief note on the subject
being handed %o you.

Yours sincerely,

DB&/ER.
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PRETOR 1A,

My dear Minister,

You will no doubt be aware of the United
States proposals for some form of imernationsl regime '
in the Antarctic and of the -EprOach made by the \
United States Govermment to the Govermments of France, y
Augtralia, the Argentine, Chile, New Zealand, Norway ]
+nd the United Kingdom. = 4 State Department press |
release on August 28th made public the fact that certain
proposals had been submitted by the United otates
Jovernment to the other Covernments concerned, and I
quote for comvenience the text of this communique:

“The Department of State has approached
the Govermments of isrgentina, australia
Chile, France, New lealsnd, Norway and {hn
Unit Kingdem infermally wih a suzgesilon
thst a solution for the territorial problem
of Antgrctica be discusgsed. It is the view
point of the Lepartment of GState that the
solution should be such as to promote the
scientific investigation and research in the
al'ea. The Departuent of State has suggested
that this can perhaps be done most effectively
and the problem of conflicting claims at the
same time sclved through agreement upon scme
form of internstionalisation. The Department
of State expects thst the guestion is one
which will reguire an extended exchange of
views, consideration ol suggestions and pro-
bably reconeiliation of varying viewpolnis. '
Until such exchange of views and necessary
further study is completed, it is not belleved
that any useful purpose could be accomplished
by & conference on the subject, and Lo such
conference is contemplated at present.”

- Following this announcement the South african
chargé d'Affaires in Fashington was instructed to draw
the asttention of the United States Govermment to
specific South african interests in the control and
administration of antarctica and to reguest that the
Urdted States Govermment should bear in mind the desir-
abllity of South african association with internationsl
discussions on this subject, should progress be achieved
in the present informal bilsteral exchanges with other
sovermments concerned.

f anes

LANCIAL, ESQ.
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
OIFARTEMENT VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE,

PRETOR 14

With the compliments of the
Secretary for External Affairs.
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of State expects that the guestion is one
which will reguire an extended exchange of
views, consideration of suggestlions and pre-
bably reconeilistlon of varying viewpolnis.
Until such exchange of views and necessary
further study is completed, it is not belleved
that any useful purpose could be accomplished
by & conference on the subject, and no such
conference is contemplated at present.”

Cin  Chavay. &Y
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2., Following this announcement the South african
.hargé 4'Affaires in Washington was lnstiruc ted to draw
the attention of the United States Covernment to
gspecific Bouth african interests in the control and
sdministration of antarctica and to regquest that the
United States Govermment should bear in mind the desir-
ability of South African association with international
discusgions on this subject, should progress be achleved
in the present informal bllatersl exchanges with other
jovernments concerned.

f asann
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