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"The Regulation of haling”, and which 1s intended to act

48 @ warning as to the effect of the growth of Antarctic
whaling on the future of the whal ing industry. his is a
matter of considerable importance to South Afria seeing that
such a number of whalers are operating from Union harbours.

The question now arises, whether any steps should
be taken by the Union Government to establish a claim to any
portion of the antarctic. The Norwegian Government has always
refused to recognize claims by Britain on the sector basis
and the Dmperial Conference of 1926 decided that it would be
preierable to base the claims on effective occupation or
discovery, rather than to attempt to maintain the sector basis
against the reast of the world. The value of any land
discovered in the Antarctic region at the present time may be
negligible but in view of the great asdvance that is veing
made in aviation, it is possible that land which is now
valueless may at no great distant time be of considerable
importance.

[o establish a sound claim to any land between
Enderby Land and Coats Land would involve an expedition. In
this connection I attach a file, No. 12/1125, entitled
"Proposed South African Antarctie Expedition, 1930-32", which
contains a number of letters to the High Commissioner from
Capt. B« Mills Joyce. Mr. te Water spoke to me about this
correspondence the other day and suggested that I should obtain
the file as it might have a bearing upon the discussions in the
Imperial Conference on Polar questions. It appears that
Capt. Joyce's proposals emsnate entirely from himself and that
he desires to secure the support of Sir abe Bailey towards the
financing of the expedition, He hopes that if he can secure
the active support of Lady Bailey it will be easily possible
to obtain the requisite funds from people associated with

South Africa. He points out that mechanical transport will

not ...




