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the Norwegian, Captain C. A. Larsen, took the Jason south to make
a whaling reconnaissance in these waters, Although this ex n-dilfion
was also to some extent a failure, new discoveries were u:mrl‘t'lin [East
{:rah;un I,;m_d,‘ ';mtl much useful information was collected ;|h‘rl-||l
whaling pt -smln]t_{if-s, In 1893-94 Captain Larsen again commanded
a larger reconnaissance expedition, consisting of three vessels, Jason
Hertha and Castor. I ‘

173. The first modern whaling expedition to the South Shetlands
was a direct resnlt _r'rf a_crisis in the Norwegian whaling industry
in the Arctic in 1903-05. In the autumn of 1905 Mr. Alexander
Lange took the factory ship 4dmiralen and two catchers to Deception
Island. The season was a success, and in 1907-08 four companies
were operating in the South Shetlands, the total catch being about
650 whales, mainly from Bransfield Strait. In May 1907 a licence
to take whales in the territorial waters of the South Shetlands and
Graham Land for the period of one year was granted to the Sociedad
Ballenera de Magallanes, of Punta Arenas, Chile. Tn 1908 the
Newfoundland Steam Whaling Company took out a similar licence.
By 1912-13 there were 12 factory ships and 32 catchers working in
the South Shetlands area, all holding licences issued by the Falkland
Islands Government. On October 21st 1912 the Hektor Whaling
Company obtained a 21 year lease for a shore station on Deception
Island, and the first whale was hauled up there on December 24th.
Owing, however, to the lack of convenient sites and to the extended
area over which whaling was conducted in the South Shetlands, it
did not prove practicable to establish any further shore stations,
and the bulk of the whaling was carried on by floating factories.
In 1914 licences were held by eight Norwegian companies, one British
company and one Chilean company. All these licences, except that
of the Hektor Whaling Company, were subject to annual renewal.
Most of the factory ships were moored at Deception Island, but some
used Admiralty Bay. The majority of whales were taken in or near
Bransfield Strait, but in the latter part of the season they were
sometimes more plentiful further to the south-west, and some
factories would move down to anchorages in the Melchior Islands
and Port Lockroy. A Norwegian maintenance party remained
at Deception Island over the winter, and a British Stipendiary
Magistrate was resident on the island during each summer season
from 1910 to 1930. In 1912 Port Foster at Deception Island was
constituted a port of entry for shipping. A post office was maintained
by the Stipendiary Magistrate from 1912 to 1927*. Falkland Island
stamps were used, at first bearing an overprint '* Port Foster,” but
from 1913 onwards this overprint was replaced by a rubber cancella-
tion date stamp with the words * Deception Island, South Shetlands."

173¢. The following is a list of the Stipendiary Magistrates
appointed to Deception Island by the Falkland Islands Govern-
ment :—
1910-11. H. Newing (?)
1911-12. E. B. Binnie.
1912-13. W. Moyes.
1913-14. A. G. Bennett.

1922-23. A. G. Bennett and A. G.
Hardy.
J. E. Hamilton, S. Riches

and J. G. Turner.

1923-24.

1914-15. W. Barlas. 1924-25. S. Riches.

1915-16. J. 1. Wilson. 1925-268. A.G. Bennett and George
1916-17. A. G. Bennett. Bennett.

1917-18. A. G. Bennett. 1926-27. A. G. Bennett.

1918-19. A. G. Bennett. 1927-28. - Stewart.

1919-20. S. Riches. 1928-29. G. Brechin.

1920-21. J. E. Hamilton. 1920-30. G, Brechin.

1921-22. A. G. Bennett.

174. It is difficult to say exactly when local whaling in the South
Qhetlands came to an end. Prior to the season 1927-28 the lactory
ships were moored in harbours all through the season, but from then
onwards pelagic whaling was adopted on an increasing scale, Only

* It is likely that this post office was maintained until 1930 but no evidence of this can be
traced after 1927
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of Grabam Land. Ellsworth himself c::::lzii:':m:d '}'M'l]klus ﬁrl‘;;}t'mlg
“ discovery "’ of Stefansson Strait, but it has since bee[;]c ime
in the United States that he conclusively _rlf-munstratpd the pen;:}lf
sularity of Graham Land and that he also discovered King George
Sound. The latter claim, however, was not put forward unt:ldflfter
this Sound had been reported by the British Graham Land Expe lt'l)on
and described in a wireless message to the Times of December 12th
1936. There can be no doubt that Ellsworth flew over am'd photo-
graphed both the Stefansson Strait area and King George VI Sound.
However, at the time he definitely did not recognize that Stefans?on
Strait is a glacier rising to 6,000 ft. above sea-level or that King
George VI Sound is in any way an unusual feature. He did not, in
fact, himself have any precise ideas about where he had been and
what he had seen in this region.*

169. The British Graham Land Expedition of 1934-37, under
Mr. J. R. Rymill, was the only large-scale British expedition that
has yet made land investigations in the southern part of the Falkland
Islands Dependencies. This expedition was promoted by the Royal
Geographical Society and had the financial supBort of the Colonial
Office. An advance party spent a month at Deception Island at
the end of 1934. The ship Penola proceeded to Port Lockroy in
January 1935 and shortly afterwards established a base in the
Argentine Islands, where a hut was built and occupied by 16 men.
From here various sledge and plane journeys were made during 1935
which elucidated much of the local geography. In February 1936
the ship moved south to Marguerite Bay, where a new base was
established on the Debenham Islands. From here important sledge
journeys were made across Graham Land to the east coast and far
southwards into King George VI Sound. Numerous reconnaissance
flights were also carried out. This expedition showed that Graham
Land, contrary to previous reports (paragraph 166), is a part of
the Antarctic continent, and that all of the channels reported by
Sir Hubert Wilkins are in reality glaciers. Other important resulfs
were the surveying of the southern part of Graham Land, the
discovery of King George VI Sound and research on the natural history
of the locality.

170. In 1938 plans were well advanced for another expedition to
continue the work of the British Graham Land Expedition, this time
under the leadership of Dr. G.C.L. Bertram. The plans were approved
by the Council of the Royal Geographical Society in November 1938,
but had to be abandoned owing to the war. It had been proposed to
establish a number of small parties of scientists to carry out detailed
research work and to take advantage of King George VI Sound as
the obvious route for further explorations to the south.

171. Since the outbreak of war the exploration of south Graham
Land has been continued by the United States Antarctic Service,
1939-41. This expedition had one base in the Ross Dependency
at the Bay of Whales (paragraphs 338-342) and a second base at
Neny Fjord in Marguerite Bay, south-west Graham Land (paragraphs
277-280). During a series of important flights and sledge journeys
knowledge of the east coast of Graham Land was extended south-
wards to lat. 77° S,, and the southern part of King George VI Sound
and of Alexander I Land were surveyed to the western boundary of
the Falkland Islands Dependencies.

Commercial Exploitation and British Administration

172. In 1892-93 four ships of the Dundee whaling fleet were
sent to Erx_abus and Terror Gulf (on the east side of T rinity Peninsula).
As a whaling venture this was a failure, for they were only equipped
to kill Right whales and could not capture the much larger Antarctic
species. However, a number of seals were taken. [n the same year

* This conclusion is based not only an a consideration of
but also on personal correspondence and discussions which
British Grabham Land Expedition. In view of the extreme di
from the air and Mr. Ellsworth’s lack of technical whility, th

Mr. Ellsworth's published accounts
ho had later with members of the
fliculty of interpreting such country
15 result was not unexpected. i
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December 1934 to January 1935.

Du:rm'ery _H spent seven weeks on a running survey of the

South Shetlands, making a great advance in the charting
of the group, and visiting also Melchior Islands, Port
Lockroy, Trinity Peninsula, etc. Innumerable soundings
were made, and miscellaneous observations and collecting
carried out.

December 1936 to January 1937.

Discovery II spent a month continuing and extending the
previous survey of the South Shetlands with strnilar
miscellaneous research. The latest Admiralty charts are
based on these surveys.

February 1938.

1'1"1'1-!4'&?{:- Scoresby called at Deception Island and made a
running survey of Bridgeman Island in the course of a
whale-marking cruise around the South Shetlands.

Apart from the above instances, the Discovery Committee’s ships
have on many occasions been engaged in oceanographical research
and in studying ice conditions in the neighbourhood of the South
Shetlands without actually visiting the islands.

168. On December 20th 1928 Sir Hubert Wilkins made a flight
from Deception Island down the east coast of Graham Land to
about lat. 71° 30’ S. He saw much new land, but mistook glaciers
for channels (Crane Channel, Casey Channel, Lurabee Channel and
Stefansson Strait), which appeared to separate Graham Land from
the continent. At the furthest point reached he dropped a Union
Jack on Hearst Land (see p. 161). He had hoped to make explorations
further west in the Pacific sector, but did not on this occasion go
outside the boundaries of the Falkland Islands Dependencies. In the
following season, with the help of the William Scoresby, Sir Hubert
Wilkins ln]unnt-d to fly from Graham Land to the Ross Sea, and he
carried a Royal Commission to take possession of any territory then
unknown which he might discover (paragraph 102). Owing to
adverse weather conditions, however, he was only able to make several
short-distance flights, of which the most successful were (1) from
Deception Island due south over Graham Land, practically to the
western limits of the Weddell Sea ; (2) from the edge of the pack
ice to the south of Charcot Land and back, proving that Charcot
Land 1s an island and not part of the mainland ; and (3) from lat.
70°S., long. 101° W. southwards to appmximatvly lat, 73° S., where he
failed to locate the mainland of the Antarctic continent (paragraph
424). During the second of these flights, on December 29th 1929,

he dropped Union Jacks and prr.u:lamatinna on Charcot Island,
claiming the area for Great Britam (sée P- 162).

167. In the course of extensive Antarctic voyages the Norwegian
ship Norvegia made brief visits to Deception Island 1n the seasons
1928-29 and 1930-31. A member of the expedition (Olal Holtedahl)
subsequently published a valuable report on these and other islands,
but his observations Were mostly made from Norwegian whaling
ships.

168. In the season 1934-35, Mr. Lincoln Ellsworth planned to
fly across the Antarctic continent from Graham Land to the Ross
Sea. Adverse weather conditions compelled him to postpone the
flight, but, on January 3rd 1935, he was able to make a shr:rt recon-
naissance flight over the Nordenskjold Coast of Trimity Peninsula.
In November 1935, Mr. Lincoln Eﬂswortl_'a ln;}(it“ a second and suc-
cessful attempt to cross the Antarctic, flying rom Dundee Island to
the Bay of Whales. This was an important flight, 'h_ut its m;.;mf:wancc
applics; mainly to the Pacific sector (].‘.‘_Ell’:tgl‘:lpl'! 430), .aud it .a,.]n.nnt
be said to have added much accurate information to the geography
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162. In 1902-03, the Swedish expedition under Dr. Otto
Nordenskjsld discovered some new land and carried out 1rnportat,;:t
work off the north-east coast of Graham'La,n_d. His ship, the
Antarctic, was lost in the Weddell Sea. Parties wintered on shore at
Snow Hill Island, Hope Bay and Paulet Island, and much research
was carried out, notably on the geology and biology of the region.
An Argentine naval officer was a member of one of the wintering
parties, and the whole expedition was rescued by the Argentine
corvette Uruguay.

163. Important and extensive surveys of the west side of Graham
Land were gf:!dl‘,‘ by the French expeditions of 1903-05 and 1908-10
(more particularly the latter) under Dr. J. B. Charcot in the Frangais
and the Pourquoi Pas ¢ The Frangais wintered at Port Charcot,
Booth (Wandel) Island, and the Powrquoi Pas ¢ wintered at Port
Circumcision, Petermann Island. The published results of these two
expeditions included a number of charts together with various papers
on the natural history of these regions.

164. Sir Ernest Shackleton’s expedition of 1914-17 did not
explore the South Shetlands or Graham Land, but, after the loss of
the Endurance in the Weddell Sea, 22 of his party spent a considerable
period at Elephant Island and were able to carry out some research
on the natural history of the island. The stranded party was
rescued by the Chilean Government ship Yelcho (paragraph 259).
In 1921-22 two members of a British expedition, T. W. Bagshawe
and M. C. Lester, wintered ashore at Andvord Bay in west Graham
Land and made observations on natural history, tides and meteoro-
logical conditions. In 1922, after the death of Sir Ernest Shackleton
at South Georgia, his ship, the Quest, visited Elephant Island and
landings were made at Cape Lookout and Minstrel Bay.

165. During the 12 years from 1927 to 1938 the ships of the
Discovery Committee have made a long series of visits to the South
Shetlands and the coasts and islands of Graham Land, and have
carried out a comprehensive programme of surveying, hydrology,
sounding, natural history and collecting (see Fig. 13). These
activities may be listed as follows :—

February to April 1927.

Discovery visited Deception Island, the Palmer Archipelago
and King George Island ; seven weeks spent in surveying,
marine research, collecting, etc.

February 1929.

William Scoresby visited Deception Island and carried out an

oceanographical survey of Bransfield Strait.
November 1929 to February 1930.

William Scoresby acted as mother ship for Sir Hubert Wilkins'
second expedition, visiting Deception Island, Melchior
Islands, Port Lockroy, Beascochea Bay (Graham Land), etc.

December 1930 to February 1931.

Discovery 11 visited Deception Island, Marin Darbel Islands,
Port Lockroy and Melchior Islands, with further surveying,
an oceanographical survey of the Bransfield Strait, and
miscellaneous research,

November 1932.

Discovery 11 again carried out oceanographical observations
in Bransfield Strait, visiting Deception Island and including
further topographical observations

February 1933.

Discovery Il continued oceanographical ob ti i
Bransfield Strait, visiting Gibbs %Slalild, Pen;u?:lr;:laﬁgf eti:.
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were virtually exterminated (see footnc U
i i S gt g I‘Ilt_.-ri (see footnote on p. 143). A very large
| e ke ey participated in this slaughter, and the history of
! ese early years is somewhat obscure (see Appendix X, pp. 180-182)
'

' 159. The rest of the South Shetlands and the other parts of
Graham Land and the associated islands were discovered [,)itﬁt?i.-f;]{’i-ll
during a subsequent period of more than a century. The following
is not a complete list of explorers, but gives the names of those -.»-113
reported some part of the land for the first time* (see Fig. lU}.. -

William Smith Briti :

l S 0 ¥itish " <. .. 1819, 1820-21
Igdwa:d Bransfield British .. .. 1820
George P_owell British 1820-21, 1821-22
James Weddell British 1820-21, 1821-22,

1822-23

Thaddeus Bellingshausen. . 1821

Russian

’ N. B. Palmer i's .. United States .. 1821
- Edward Hughes and James
Hoseason British .. .o 1824
Henry Foster British 1829
John Biscoe o .. British 1832
Dumont D'Urville .. .. French 1838
James Ross : ... Botish . ;. 1842-43
Eduard Dallmann .. German .. 1873-74
T. Robertson it British 1892-93
C. A. Larsen Norwegian .. 1893-94
A. de Gerlache Belgian .. .. 1898
Otto Nordenskjold Swedish .. 1802-03
J. B. Charcot French .. .. 1903-05, 1908-10
Hubert Wilkins British .. .. 1928-29, 1929-30
Lincoln Ellsworth .. United States .. 1934-35, 1935
J. R. Rymill ¥ British 1934-37
Richard B. Black United States 194041

160. After Smith's discovery of the South Shetlands, Edward

Bransfield was ordered by the senior British naval officer at

Valparaiso to survey the iclands in 1820. He produced a chart of the

South Shetlands and of Trinity Peninsula. Some of the early British

! sealers also made charts of this region, the best being those of George
' Powell and James Weddell.

' 161. In 1821 the Russian Admiral, Thaddeus von Bellingshausen,
leader of a major expedition which circumnavigated the Antarctic,
discovered Alexander I Land far to the south-west of Graham Land.
He also made a running survey of parts of the South Shetlands. In
1829 the surveying was considerably extended by Captain Henry
Foster, in H.M.S. Chanticleer, who visited various parts of the South
Shetlands, and took formal possession of Hoseason Island in the
Palmer Archipelago on January 7th 1829 (see p. 158). In 1832 Captain

John Biscoe, in the Tula, discovered Adelaide Island and the main-

land coast northwards to the

Palmer Archipelago.

He named this

coast Graham Land, and took formal possession on February 21st

1832 (see p. 158).

probably on Anvers Island
Dumont D'Urville, with the French
vessels Astrolabe and Zelée, explored part of Trinity Peninsula in the
dition to various parts of the Antarctic.
previous discovery, he called it Louis
In 1842-43 Captain James Ross, with H.M.S.
Evebus and Tervor, explored the islands off the east side of Trinity
This again was an incident among explorations elsewhere,
landed on Cockburn Island and took
formal possession of the idJand and contignous lands (see p. 159), In
1873-74 Captain E. Dallmann, in the Gronland, discovered Bismarck
Strait and made surveys in the Palmer Archipelago.
Belgian expedition under A.
: and made

Commandant ].S.C.

course of an important expe
Being unaware of Bransfield's

Philippe Peninsula.

Peninsula.

but on January 6th 1843 he

de Gerlache Strait

« For a full list, see Appendix I, pp: 142-155.
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The position of his
in the Palmer Archipelago. In 1838

de Gerlache, in the Belgica, discovered
an important

landing is uncertain, but was

naval

In 1898 the

further contribution to




