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Increasingly human and social sciences material and data are being recognised as  
crucial in the world of research. The Antarctic Legacy of South Africa (ALSA) is  
preserving material of the human involvement from South Africa by maintaining a  
digital data repository. Material and data in this repository are valuable accounts of 
South Africa’s Antarctic and sub-Antarctic natural and cultural histories, and create  
avenues for Antarctic research, overcoming the continent’s remoteness and the  
challenges of conducting research there. ALSA has been maintaining a digital  
repository on DSPACE for more than a decade. This poster will give a layout of the  
digital repository and include the collections that are housed in the repository. It will 
show that firsthand experiences are documented and preserved for the polar legacy 
of a country, but to preserve it for the substantial number of scientific deductions and 
analysis that can be gained from preserving the information. The contribution of  
human involvement is much more than just pictures and diaries left behind, their 
work and life can enhance our perceptions of the environment in the polar regions to 
preserve the future.  
The repository started in 2009 and at that stage mostly include images diaries and  
documents. Since then, the collection has been expanded after assessment of  
material and data that became available as well as the necessity of including current 
material hat will soon become history. The  archive has also been reorganised to meet 
the need of he users and to make the user experience better for researchers to get  
insight into the past. It is important to know that an archive needs to be transformed 
to accommodate users and material as this arises during the life span of the  archive. 
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