UFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL |
|

OF SOUTH AFRICA




that indle

sri . L«
i tar
e 7%

- ]

n ”

=

-t

ia




gonsiouy Denjamin Yogt,

be.,

alr,

His ¥ujesty'e Government hsve given wost sareful
gonsideration to your no%e of Febraary 24th last on the
subject of the Boss Dependoncy, sné I have the honour %0
reply s follows, tp Lhe pointe specifioally ralsed thoroin
by the NHorweglan Governmen®,

., Tith rogerd to poimt (1) in your note, His Hajosty
sovornment degire to oboerve that thero is mo eoset oF
{slond known to axist within the Dependoney which 18 uot, 20
indigputably, s British Glascovery, and that, exeept possibdly

in the resion imsediately northward of Xing Sdward the

Jeventh Lund, there seems %0 o no likelthood of any fresh

digeoverisn of 1zlanis within the 1imite of the lependsne)y.
3, {4h roauyd te (2) no southern boundary of She
iong Dependency wos specified in the urder in Council

beouuse the western eand sustern bounderivs = ntioned in the
order, vis: the 160th degree of east longitude and the
150%h degree of weat longitude, meel &t & point at the
South Pole.

4. Hiv Hajesty's Government Sake note Wat it is not
(e intention of the Norweglan Sovernment &% She present
time S0 elaim sovereignty over the territeories roferred to
ader (2) of your mote, but shile they mestd gladly bear
theiy testimony to the walue Tfrom the geographlesl ond
selentific points of view of the work povicymed by Captain
Roald Asundsen, they cannot = it that the Ifacte reiarred
to constitute & walid basls for & claim of the nature of

that

ha. Qe
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orwegian Legut tom,

oniUn,

‘februnry 24Lh,1920,

this gormect ion
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mn a fortaight's camping in tents, follows

immediate return Lo Captain Amundsen's base

nales which omn :l"x':l-, e r

sense of the word, of any aing Edwar

Lt esnno! ponsibly be relied upeon mn PeGU

1% 1 !‘-ri-'lilk i,,-| { 1 el 1 ]C ia

overnments based on prior dissovery, or is there say
inifontion in the English traanslation of Comrmnder Prestrad's
narrative that he claimed Lo have taken formal nossession
) the Jand or that h thority from Captain Amundsen
Lo ' "

o His Eajesty wvernments presume that parsgrazh 3
of yo note i3 not intended Lo convey the impression that
ir .rneat okl g did not resch Lhe Louth Felar Flata
180 view ol e fact thet b iscovered it, traversed the
raatar r f 1is wenl beteesn Lthe point where e Tlirst
r it ¥ e yut yie, ¥l took Tormal possonsion of
¢ latesu in 1 1 of s y Th e,

. in connsction with the contention
lant ssntence of your note lie Najes Ly n
BUATE QVServe AL VEDLmA "’..:!riﬂr 1 'p J-.i“"-“ﬁ
vyalue of whigl Lhoy re ful ly sensible, cannot
X0 ion of his "nppenrance of land® in or
1 - 29 south ha Ta tded as other Lthan e
. i vie b H rnest Shackleton with whi
eal » : L re Aindl jubl
Yiew o} ) f nat Ar raest wsckleton
gl ad s bot y incay 'Yy & Ll\, formal] takin
in 2J ¥ . overamsnts are unable Lo ne
orwegian claim could be substantisted,

A e a8 HIOUD

| by an
ot the Bay of
LioR In any
1 Vil laml,

pation having

ajesty‘’s

ywat Torward in
Jovarnsents
ries, of the
(with the
about.

1atitude

n extension of

a from =
. s VIS -

La g

anected. In

i e prior
of posseszion

on AL grounia




paragraph of your note, while lis Najesty's Uoveramsats
recognine that prior %o Commander Frestrud's visit no ome,
so far as is knowa, had set foot on iiag Sdward Vil

Jand, there osn be no doubb of the realily of Captain dootl's
ddscovery of that territory mearly tea years sarlier and of
the scouracy of his charting (covering the whole of the
const line as st present knowa) whigh is fully gonfirmed by
Commander Frostrad's owa aceount uf%;urmsy {see Captain
Amandwen's"South Fole® = English translatiea, London 1912,
volume 2, pages 204 Deq)e Comowpler rrastrud not only
refers to Cuptain Seott as “our respecied precursor” but
confirms the lstier's topegraphy, uses his nwms (suoh as
*Gape Golbeck®, "Alexmidra Nouataina® sl “Biscee bay®) snd
ghves to the oanly scbusl luad wideh v plomelf suw (She
revainder beine glaciated) the asme of *Scobi's Nuantaks®.
In the latter part of patagraph 2 of your aghe it is
suggested that “considerable woigal mast ba sttached Lo the
explorstion, mapping sad eocupalion of King Ldward VII land
by Horwegian subjects’, Jis Majosty's Governments have no
sish to mindmise the value of the gallant work performed

by Coptain Amundson and by Lhe membors of hia expedition
and they recognise the great sacrifless which this work
entailed, but they desire Lo poist eut that the “exploration®
in question wes coafined to = short wad burried joumney by
a party of three men for a distance of about one hundred
snd fifty miles from their base snd i Lraversing of
shout twonty five milos of the glaciated surface of W
Jend in question; Lhat thay ale uaswere of the publication
by Commander ‘restrud of any detalled msp of hin journey;

and thet the "oscupstion® vefersed Lo wes in fact no motve

than




LUK OFFICL, S.8.1,

DVUs Jbh Deoember, 1927.
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ave Gt Inour Wi AT 1 | ‘.‘."

ovormments in Great Dritain sand New Zsalumd ’ iven
saraful considerstion to your note of the 134 y on the

Jl, st Lhe Hoam i 4‘.:1-":.‘-'1‘:_', and Lthat Chelr view on the
woints reised therelin Ly Lhe Sorwegisn Govermment are o8
lollows,

3 AS YOUAr e sLasermant of * YTWe Tl an

joverument that the loss Barrior "sccording to sll reports

gen not vest on Jend but on water®, the information

wwallable to fis Majenty' oV Yaren soul sar to
leave litile doubt that at cam in polnka aven L Lhe

4 - ad t a ol Yer a
eonward edgy the rrier rests on land whie g ly rises

above sea=level, and {t seems not improbable that Lhe aame
may be true ss regards oUlwer sarts of th arrier; regver
any suggestion that bhe parriery is afloat muat depend

1argely wpon inference owing to the impomsibility of tLaking
woundings through the iee, he question whether, in gensral,

jee barriers esa properly be regarded as lend Tor thas

arvose of measuring the 1imit of territorial jurisdiction

is one of some ALfficulty, but His VNaj: by's Goveramente in
reat Britain and llow Zonland are of opinion that, in the

onse of sa jeeo barrier such as Ll s Harrier which 18 to

f ¢

1] intents mad purposes, a permanent extenalon of the 1 aned

*

ropor, theve is mood veason for treating the larrier sa

thowh it were torra Tirma,

Ve idth regard o tYhe polint raised in Lhe second




sovereignty to this land it iu e
“orwegian Covermment t1st evuanlderab’+
\ttaghed to the expleomii n , mauuing

King Edward the Seventh Land by Nerweolan vubl

With regard to paragrapgh 4 of your said nete, 1

am inotructed to say that my Govermment fully recognise

that the discevery,exploration and mapping of psrt of
the Hoams Geotor is due Lo the magnilicent efferse nad
sacrifice of a number of gallunt Mrxitish sxplorers and
scirntiste. Ay Guvernmeni, are, heovever, uaaile teo
agree that the fack of Lhe late 3ir Xraest dueeklgten
having An 1909 recched & point a8 far sputh as 88 degrees
23 minutes apd from there determined the plateau on
rhiah the Seuth Fole Au situsied, comtitutes a Lnuis
for elaiming iritish soversignty teo thie ¥lateau, whicgh
in 1911 was setually reaghed by Capiain Reald Arundeen
and formally taken peseession of Wy him on bshalf of the
EAng of NHorway. My Governmeat are of opinlon that these
facte give Sorway a priervity te clsim sgvareignty ovar
the South Fele Flateau,within the BUth degree af
southern latitude:, Ay Government in the sume way doem
HNorway e have a prierity %o any aladm Lo the tarritories
on botn sides of Captain Amundesan's route te the Seuth

referred te An goint (2) of my note to you dated
Feoruary 24th,1928, and would define thoss territories
ap embracing 2 sector from leagltude 170 degrees west te
175 degrees west,south of the 808k degree.

I nave ste.,

(Sgd) B.VOGT,




Lk , .
SAT,
With reference to your note ef November 3rd,
18, on the subjegt of the Reas Depandsnay, have the
il r, ¢4 ] from my ont, te say
t v ' ! ol d that the
o ' . | nl)l TepoTER CoMe
ast wanl it ter, ot eant 1 bé 1naluded
" thm 1 raeyr At wnoll
wted ap & 4pitish settlement
teod ¢ it it Ltint the
) \ - . d in the RyYea which
] i ymen under Sritiahk
3 {enty, mont te be well
' . t toin Nobort ¥.Sooth
soarts of King
. gt 1y in international
. e tinfactory baslis Vor olalming
{ gk moverelignty aver im 1land., I% doep notl AppEAT
t Kir Rt # Beyenth land hes actually beem visited
by anyene until the then Lisutsasnl Lreatrud,with
gampaniana, ade & nledge Journey ther steo frem the Bay of
Naales, on the 8 Barrier, and formally Loek possession of
1% 4in the name of the King of Norvay on Jesoe W, 191l .
tion,thors e, with the
moversignly
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British Legntion,
8L 0.

dir,
On receipt of vour talsgram Yo. 28 of

yesterday's date X srranped t0 have an interview with
"rofassoar Mjort whe, I found, was lly soouninted w th
t™he objeats of the mmeditisn of the “Vorwegia® %o the
\ntaroties.

e The Professor informed me hat the whele
emedition hnd bom finaneed by Y¥r. Lars Christensen
of Sandsfiord. Ho had boucht an 614 Werwogian wondan
senler, vhich he had re-nsmed "Norwogia®;: and this
vessel had been instrusted to precesd teo Cape Town
(vhieh it had already 1aft), thence to Bouvet 1alond,
nnd from there to follow the ioe unti) she reaghed
iouth Cearsia, Fran the latter 1sland she was to
proceed to the Seuth Shetlands and te try te ressh
Potor Island snd se bask te South Georgia, where the
trip was %0 e finidhed. The ohjeeta of the expedition
were twolmld., It wags intended te investigate the
whaling snd sealing Posaibilitions along the ifees with a
view to future anerations; and at the sase tine the
Yosrel had baen scuipved with firest-clses se lentifie
instrurants for hydrosraphic and Plankton investigations.
Two students were on board whese duty it would be to
GAYTY out the scientifis werk of the xpedition. The

vassel sleo enrried apparatus and speainl Projootiles
for marking whales.

The Right Nonoursble Profensey |
Siy Austen Chamberiain, RelGay, M,J

.--.. "

His Majosty's Prineipal) SJeeretary of fState .E
for Feoredign Affaire, ,
th!- » ete .-y .tﬂi
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FVode tels

gram to Ar.Leigh Smith (Gole)
Foreign Office 6th Decesber 1927,6.45 pum,
H0.20 (R),

Flease send urgently by des.at A all avallavle

ntion yioerni: rxpediticen ertly 1

&0

¢ fewn for Ssuth Amtaretic continent An Bteaxer

"Horweagia®.,
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3 1t 1 i 1 3 A0,
t TR Horvesin® A n iow ' : :
L 3 Sk iente % fringeo the
tarctic round practi 11y hal it t S, pllowing
the tracks of the Huseisn sxplorer Bellingshausen sns fas
ek nn 18R (18%07). Endarty land, share thay hope

to mnke thelir firet contas Ly s t._ll(' iLhe

) t f ipetowr ARQGOY o, ¥
ligh whaling ¢ in, in 1 : tio Land
e LUKy » 0 SUb B gL M VA il
venebrating thole miTier thel ) it ¥ :
2RYXCAM08 AR b ARk
limit "Horwougian®s vay - 1
deir R BT » 1 i Liie ' .
Athin Snhi vaust semi-gl i 1id
LlscovY t tax Aun, 1ol s |
# t ' » i \ asll Lo &
rooky is) -ty ) inisul o) n -
) suth of %) - ) 1in ! LA L,
i1 antinent r s N | voll »
it » : st @ ' that
1l1ingehnus s AN e 0 bt § | |

. th ¢ i i '
| | oter 1 . 1 LA
e Aot ting 0 &l ) B L =8 } itisn ean
imoroVv n %t t numaerouw lorerp ho
ve endeoavyoured to master thi B i | id map ABE th e
slusive coast that have nev yet Baan neen by man,
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THx * o1 RY® DATED
»n L, L|n, th i ?.
_'__."": 2 1 LI ;..‘_' l‘ }_".

New Zxpedition, T
o r ailan Anterarise.

8510, Tuesday,

ity of Rorvwoplewn soiontisis and sxplerers
Left iruny Lo-day for Cape Town, whence they will start
i . Whe anSarovilie steamer Norwvegin te oxplove the
h Antaxet i G AR
thay will ezplore frum Snderby lLand round the
0 L %0 the 130%h degro« est, fellewing the route
ellingshaugen Expe Len ¢ LEm flerwarde thay

ili go te the Jouth Ghetland lolands teo study the flera
ne fonand. Fhe sglentific lesder of the sxpoditisn will
eRser Ydiedakl i . in f the "Norvegi

: o ravedt. yernl naturalis will b»e

[ i in the co w5 By
ritieh United Press.
antASlaue Flana.
s XOm D lpanign Caxreanandot.
: int : i L) rosginng
ki ny hant pin ir tarcti oration, or thay

ne nothing in this field sinece /ovundsen snntched
the prize of the Beuth PFeple frem the bBritish sxpodition
under Captain Secptt,
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Government

iill':lllf[|:

the

wonld

Norwegian

to become a

must awnt tl
SErious

Government

cert ”“i,\- exXamine fiil-‘.“

weir reply. | certainly did not
) :

wish to allow the

. “a1 . e < 2 enlv
obstacle to our friendly reiations and if in 1 Py

'Nil'i-.- p!'c_lpq-..;. for n Tg'nrn“'.'
in the most friendls sparib.

I am, &ec.

weeommodation, |

AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN
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s Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government.

WESTERN EUROPE.

February 28, 1428

CONFIDENTIAL. /) : Ssorion: 1.

' W 1898/532/50

Sir Austen Chamberlain to Sir F. Lindls y (Oslo).

(No. 97.)
Sir, Foreign Office. February 28, 1928,
THE Norwegian Minister called upon me to-day by appointment.

He said that he was shortly returning to Norway and would be glad to know
what he might say upon the subject of Bouvet Island.

I told M. Vogt that we claimed it in right of the formal possession which was
taken of the island by Captain Norris in 1825 when he hoisted the British flag and
took possession in the name of King George 1V. Extracts from his log giving an
account of the incident had been published by Sir James Ross in 1847 and the
island had been given as British in recent editions of the “ Africa Pilot,” published
by the Admiralty. Further, for several months past negotiations had been
proceeding between the Colonial Office and a Norwegian sealing company named
Rasmussen for the grant to the company by His Majesty’s Government of an
exclusive licence to occupy Bouvet and Thompson Islands for whaling purposes.
This licence had been signed some time ago by Rasmussen and had only been
awaiting the signature of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, who was at the
time absent on his tour. The licence had sinee been issued. 1 must be
permitted to say that, in view of the notoriety of our claim, 1 had learned
with surprise and regret that the Norwegian Government had authorised the
occupation of the island and the hoisting of the Norwegian flag without
prior communication with His Majesty’'s Government. If 1 assumed, as I
must assume, that the Norwegian Government thought they had good grounds
for disputing our claim, 1 should have supposed that, in the friendly relations
existing between us, they wounld at least have communicated with us before
taking action. Ewvidently they had bad the matter under consideration for
some time, since we were told that they had carefully examined it and that the
oceupation had been sanctioned by the Foreign Affairs Committee and Pavlinment
of Norway. This publie action could not but make a friendly settlement of our
difference much more difficult. I must, however, await the explanation which the
Norwegian Governnmient would doubtless offer of the grounds on which they held
our ¢laim to be invalid before I said anything more.

M. Vogt called my attention to the fact that the Norwegian Government had
authorised the master of the “ Norvegia ™ to take possession for Norway of any
new land that might be found, and had then received a telegram from him that he
had occupied Bouvet Island. I replied that it would have seemed natural on
receipt of this telegram that the Norwegian Government should have telegraphed
saying that this was not new land but a British possession, advising the master
not to show too much zeal and directing him to clear out of Bouvet Island as
quickly as possible,

M. Vogt could not give me officially any information as to the grounds of
the Norwegian Government's claim, but he said that they had been looking into
the matter in the Legation and that they had come to the conclusion that the
island of which Captain Norris took possession was not Bouvet Island at all but
Thompson Island. He further remarked that he did not know whether this was
the ground taken by his Government or whether they |i!h1"|lfi.‘li OUr possession on
the ground that i1t had not been made effective. He said that a elaim to such an
island as the Isle of \\'I".i]|F conld i'niJ\"lllli_\;ll\ not be sustained after 100 vears if
nothing had been done to make it effective. It might be argued that the same
rule could not apply to an Antarctic island of the character of Bouvet 1sland. but
a good denl might be said from the point of view of international law on this
511|\J1-rl,

I told M. Vogt that 1 at least could say nothing more in sponse to a mere
personal hypothesis by himself as to the possible motives of the Norwegian

301 ee—1




TRANSLATION,

¥y THE RCYLL FORWEGIAN MINISTRY
FOR ¥OREIGN AFFAIRS, 0810,

15th February, 1928,

Monsieur le Minigtre,
I have the honour t¢ acknowledge with thanke
the recolpt of your Note ef the 13th instant (No.48),

with enclogsurepn, regarding the "Norvegla® expedition

et

to the Antarctic. I note that 14g Britannic Majecty's
Government, in connection with the authority which the
Norweglan Government have glven to the Captein of the
“Norvezla® expedition to take in pospession in the namse
¢f the King of Norway oy land not nitherto occupled,
pave deemed it desirable to romind the Norweglian Govern-
ment of the discussions in regard to those reglons which
took plados at the Imperial Oenference in Lendon in 1926,
and to send the Norwegian Goverment & copy of the
tgummary of Proceedings" of that Oonference, which
publication containe on pageo 3% o 54 o lisgt of the
regions in the Antarctic which the Britlsh Governmont
congider ag coming undsr British soverelgnty. I furthar
remark that the Rritish covernmont e motive in thie
connection ig to avoid the risk of complications erising
ag & result of any octe which the expedition might

perform, in ignorance of tho existence of a Eritigh title

to regions which are dealt with in the above montioned

X
report of the Imperisl Conference in London, and I shall E 8
not £ail to have the expedition uwade ecquainted therewlth, & |
I evail myself, etc.
4]

For the Minipter for Foreign Affalre

(8d) AUG,ES.ARCH,
The Honourable
it ¥Francis Lindley,
H,B.M,Minlster,
otc,, etc., etc,

H
8



fﬁ
y question., fThe motive of this Communicetion is nerely
the degire to avoid the risk of complications arising pg
& regult of Bnr rots which ey be performed by the
expoadition in ignorence of the existence 0f a Byitisn
title to the freas rerorred to in the Imperial Oonference
repoxt,

I avall mygelf of thiis cppertunity to reacw
t0 you, Monsisur 1e Hinistre, ths aspurance of my
highost consilderation.

(8igned) 7,0.nnmmm

Nonsiewr la Professour Edv.Bull,
Ninistrs des Affaires Btrangdros,

Oelos

- - -y g




gaure to 3ir . Ii'.'.iilﬁ:v"l* f.ii'.}l";‘hi.f,:';',‘_ ‘o, 99

14,/2/1928,

Aritish Legation,
Oelo,
Tebruary 13th,1928.
Monsieur le Minlstre,

T have the honour to inform Your Excellency
4n accordance with instructions received from His
Majesty's Trincipal Secoretary af 8tate for Poreiszn
Affairs, that His lisjesty's Government, having
learnt from the Norweglan liinlister in London that
the Oaptain of the "Norvegia' hae beon authorised,
in the course of the present expedition to ths
Antarctio, to hoist the Norwegian flag on any lands
which he considers to belong to no other power,
doem it desiratle to remind the Norweglan Govern-
ment of the discussions in regard to those regions
which took place at the Imperial Conference held
in Tondon in 1926, An acoount of these discussions .
is contained in the published Bummary of Proceed-
ings, pacss 33 and 34, & copy of which I have the
honour to transmit to Your Excellency herewith.

2 Sir Austen Chamberlain desires me
to inform Your Excellency that nothing is further
from the mind of His Majesty!s Government than to
belittle the objects of the Norweglan Expedition
or to restrict their scope; cn the contrary, they
regard the undertaking as fresh evidence of
Norwegian enterprise in the fileld of exploration
end research, and look forward to its results which
will be ¢f great value in adding to the gtock of
goientific kmowledge relating to the regions in

question




PARLLAVENTARY QUESTION AND ARSUER.
THOLPSON AND BOUVET ISLANDS.

61, Viscount SANDON asked the Secretary of Stato for
Foreizn Affairs what information he hag ae to the ex’utenee
denied by Norwegien whelers,of the whersabouts of Thoupson
Islend,cleimed by this country;and whet is the position as
to the rivel clsims of His liajesty's Governmont and tiwe

Norwagisn Government to Eouvet Island?

Sir A,CHAMBTRLAIN: Thoupson Island was first
discovered by Ceptain Norris in December,l025,end hae only
once been eighted since by Captein Fuller,an Americen
gemmen, in 1693, The islsnd wae unsuccessfully searched
for in 1898 end in 1926,but in view of Ceptain Norris's
definite statoment and the confirmation afforded by Captein
Fuller there doos not sppesr to be any ground for
quectioning ite existence,although there is some degree of
uncertainty regarding its position. His Majesty's
tovermment have informed the Norwegian Government thet they
consider the titlo acaquired by virtus of the ocoupstion of
Bouvet Island by Ceptain Norris in 1826 to be velid,und that
in the circumstences they must formally roserve ell their
rizhts in connection with the island,

Mr.R.HUDSON: Mey we take it that tho information
which has been published to the effect thet wo have

purrendersed our claim to Bouvet Islend is incorroct?

Sir A.CHAMBTRLAIN: Yes,Sir, I heve given the

House the exact stetement.







Climatio conditiong Tender lan

ding on Bouvet Island
80Xt remely

P4 o
di.&icult, nd 80 far ag I em aware nc such
A""..'. " g Call (

“anNding nas tuian Flets ¢lnce tuse eliecisd by Captain
Norris until the Tecent vigit or

the "Norvegisa': the
"Placovery® wag 1y

Sstructed to visit the islana in tha

&xpedition of 19261027 but
%0 offect a lung

ocourege of hor woe unablo
dd, I"

3 Hig Majesty's Government in Great Pritaéh
oonsider the tit1 ~6 thus acquirasd Wy them by vi-t:

0f ocoupat)on in 1825 to be valld,

e

end 1tes existenc

wmust be generally known, oince 1t is referred to in

he Bupplemant, dated 1905, of the 201 edition of
the "Africe Pilot, Part II" and 4n the next complete
sdition cf ¢thnat work Publisghed in 1010,

4, I may add that for several months pagt

negotistionos h.ra been precesding tetwssn the Colonial

Office and Mepars, Johan Rasmussen and Comparny of

Sandafjord, Norwgy, for the grany to the latteyr by

Hig Majasty?®y Goverrment of an exoluoive licence to

tooupy Rouvat and Thompaoon Islands for the Purposen
of taking whales in the territorial woters of the twa

LR B

iplands and cof flonsing, ren

doring, boiling down o

treeting ossrceses by mcens of a floating factory, aad of
TENOVINg gusnt fraw the islanipg, These nogotiations
have recently rosulisd in agreement et the terms of the
licence; it kas been signed on bchalf of Meonre.Bagmiagon =
ond Conpary and hes only been évailing the return to this 1
aountzy ¢f the Seoretary of State for the Ooclonies to be

completed Yy his gignaturas,

5, In these circumstances Hias Majeoty 'y Governmeny 2

must formally Teporve all their rights in eonnexion with

the island in question,

i

I have ete,,

(84) G.H,VILLIERS,



FORBIGH QFFICH,

15th February, 1928,

Bir:=

-

4+ have the honcur to rafer to your note
No,11/19%8 of January l8th last, in which you wers good
onough to inform me that tho Norwegien Government had
autherised Comsul Lars Chvistonseon to take possossion
on hehalf of Werway of any new land that might be

found in the course of the oxpedition of the "Norvegia”
to the BSouthern Atlantio, and that the master of this
vessel had cccuplied Bouvet Island on December lst,

1827, placed & depot there and holsted the Norwegian
flag,

2, You gtate that the euthorisaticn given to
Consul Christensen "obvicusly referred to land which
had not proviocusly in due form bteen cccupled ty any
other govermment", Now Bouvet Iesland is not in this
category, since on December 16th, 1025, Captain George
Norris of the Enderty sealer "8prightly® {with the
"Lively" ir compary) visited Bouvet Island, hoisted
the Eritish flag on 1t and tock possession of the
island in the name of Hls Majesty King George IV.

A conteuporary copy ©f the relevant extracts from
the log of the "Sprightly" 1s in tho possession of
Hip Majesty'e Govermment, and reference to the
incident ie made and extracts from the log of the
YOprightly® quoted in Sir James Hoes's "A Veyage of
Digeovery and Research in the Bouthern and Antarctio

Region", London, 1647, volume XX pages 371 to 373,

Mongieur R.Vogt, Climatic

oto.,

eto., etc,



Norwegien Legation

No.11/1928,

London, January lgth, 1928,

Bir,

Acting under inetructione from my Government
I have the honour to state, for your temporary
informgtion, that at the request of Consul Iars
Cbristonsen, Sandofjord, Norway, the Norweglan Govern-
goent in s letter to him of August 35lst, 1927, have
suthorised him to let the expedition the "Norvegia'
to the Bouthern Atlantio, whioh has been planned by
him, take possession for Norwoay of any new land thsat
might be found, It was added in the ssid note that
the authorisation obviously roferred to land which
had not previocusly in due form teen oocupiled W awy
other Government,

Aftervards the Ministxy for Foreign Affaliro
gt Oslo have besn informed Ly Comsul Christensen that
gocording to a telegram received from tho Master of
the "Norvegia" tho Bouvet Island has been occupled
on Dececiver lat, 1927, s depot bas been placed there
and the Norweglan flag has been holsted om -the island

I have eto.,
(8d) B.Vogt.

The Right Honourable,

8ir Austen Chamberlain, K.G.,P.C.,

ete., ete., eto,




& liconte were prectically comcluded whem the
Horwegian Minister's note wae received.

3. In the clrcumetences, & reply hes been semt
o the Yorweglan Kinister Ao which At As stated that
fie Majesty's Covernment ir Grest Britein smet
formally reserve sll Lhelr righte in comncgtion with
the felend, 1 enclose ¢ gopy of this reply, together
with coples of Parlimmentary (uestions md inewers J

]

regarding thie islend and Thompeon lsland. The
. Lloonce Lo Messre,Johsn esausewm and Company was
slgned on the 22nd of Pebruasy.

4: In vier of the aglior Lakep Ly the Norwegien i
expedition, It has deen Lhcusght desireble o draw the
attiention of ths Yorvegdap Govermment (o the passage E
in the Sumeary of Frogesdinge of the Imparial
Conference, 1926 (Section Ji) regaréing ecertain other
regdons dp Lhe antergtde. & copy ol the note which
hes Loan sddvecsed by His hajesly's Nindster at Ogle J
¢ L0 the Yorvagise ¥leietey sy dorelgn Affeaire en the !.
subject 18 encleeed, tagether vith & ¢opy of the reply |
Ttherets received irvm Lhe Noreegian Government, |

5. Mie Mojesiy's Mlaketer al Oclo has reported
Lthet, asgording te an soneurgehent 4dn & Yorweglian
Shipping Gasetie, the s.0."Worvegie,” which 12 no®
sadd Lo e ot Soulh Georgis, will have to be 1add

an Iny the reat of ‘e pomman on account of demage
suffered through grouwséing noar Louvet lslond,
1 have the bonour to be,

Mr '
Your most 'obedient, |
humbl e servert '.

; r-.n.,;..ﬁl’_ (
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i of Consul Christensenls sotion, Fer aateurel cgistn, WRyS
Uredoyn, it 4u of extrserdisarily grest Importances e
obbain sa extension of the westher reyeys, especisily ia
this part of the world, whare the dintanee Lelwaen gtalions
in, and must necessarily be, grest, s e result of Vhe

enommoun stretahes of sens The bBouvel geation will be

specinlly uweeful is making ebsarvations cennecied with
gurrent, iee and temperalure Gonditions, and not least
regardiang the irregularitien An the abrang west wind, whieh
gontinually blews there. There San sonyeuly bLe say Soubs

tat these dats will have grest imporianes, not enly rlew

shd pping mnd whallng, Sub sise for susk PpUrpeaes &8 weather
foreonsts in Heuth Afviesn mad io Seuth Amerdea. Thelr

solentific value would e imsenwely inorensed Lf Lhe statiom

sould be warked Yhe whols year vound, sinee vinter conditione
in Lhosspoglons aAYe Very Ltetie kmowvn.

As fay sn ve understasd Conwul Christennes: desires
Lo koey She stutien golag Sk whole year round, LI tiiw in
yousisle, and the setesrvlogical lastituie has premised all

tas auyport poseible.




The lsclated sivustion of Beuvet Lluland leng age
Stiracied Whe attention of metesrclogiets ne ma Sdeal spes
for a westher station. The wellexnown Seobtluh soienting,
Hellloneman, the netearvliegint, perbape She greatest
sxport In Rurspe regarding studies of weteorelegiead
conditions in the Antarctie regions, thus pedmts sut in =
repert whieh wae publisced in 1090 by an Naglish intere
departnential conmittes thst Lt would be particul arly

deslrable to have & metesrelogionl station en Bowuves island,

Mosaman lays strees (o this commectien that Seuth Afriom,
indin, Australis and ¥ew Zeuland ought te cosperste to
PUt up sueh atations on Bouvet, Oremet, herguelen, eote,
in tonneotion wilkh the statlons im the Faiklands nren,
ar.iosmnan omn hardly bave satieipated that it would be
Sorwegians whe wouléd take the firet step t reslise this
plane bul 00 4% S0, sinoe Usnsul Lare Christesses Lo
devided Lo et up 2 wireleas setearsl oglonl stution em
souved Island, Cenoul Christenssen will kimseds pay all
Sxpeasen bulh for setilng up and earrying on the station,
which will be of the grestest luportsnee for Lhe Nervegian
whaling industry in the Antarctic.

fhis 45 initisted & new shapter in the glericus
otory whiek bogam with the scdugntion of the lalasnd by
Sonsul Christensen's pesple. To Spank more scourstely,
the story began when his father, Capgtaln Variotensen, pemt
ut the “Jason" abeut Ehlrtyefive yesrs 0] and later the
"Admirvalen™, the first wodern whale bolling skip.

¥6 noked Jubelirector Foym i the vobkesrvioglionl

institule S0 express an opinlss as regards the ismpertance

of




Of /2. 703 73

y
¥ oA O04/B30/00 ) PHITLGE LEGATIUN,
4 < 8
ped il Lotk February, 19786.

i,

#ith referener Yo my telegram 5g.% of

today's édnte, 1 have the henowr te transolt herewith

2 translation of the article in the "Sorvegisn Jpurmal
or Commerce and 4kipping” regarding lbewvet lLoland,
whioch Turmed Lhe publect of Lhat telegram,

-

1 ave ebo.

i lgkt Loneuwmakle

AT Austien vismberiain, Lelly, o

= 1 L]
AE Uajesty's Frinedpal eCTrotury of
for Foreign Afrei s,
AT et .

SQtute




bownbag utreet,
Ssminions Ne, |

i__‘l !
ghcRre
i

i 2 haresn, 1vla,
b~ AR N,

Sir,

¥ith reference to my Beoret deapateh

Jomloions Ho.llé of the 7th sorel, I have Lhe Lomour

0 truneadt, for the taforsation of s kanjesty's

soversaeat ia the Uslon of seuth Afrion, the
Rccompanying copy of a despatoh from Kis Enjosty's
Einieter at gsle Fagarding the proposed erection of
& meteorologioal station on louvet lslané,
I have the henour to be,
fiir,

Your moet obediant

humbl e aervant,

VY BXTERNAL AFFAl Ra,

1OB OF UUTH APR1CA,



Not to l f”"""" ¥
“”h mt i' v

"I'J-. angt

m‘it refe rexl - ¢ 1 Ove raeag Trade
Of' the 18th Jan ary last have J'e Lmﬂﬁ:q» to report that
the L)‘T;CI"T:D‘-‘ E | ution settin £ up a8
oounc il Ishavenesraad®

fna.n
H

LO "[1 e

i whd sl
A wnich

uthorities Imew ¢

in 1!“5 when they
arways IDr.Thommnessen

had 1itt

nal law, but

..n.r';_‘.'t'.JC it would

..u.l t.:--I e
have been

L &V -y
(Signed) F.0. LINDLEY
Liiie Right F
i ..:T";T'

p4/4/28.
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then

rante d a

rw: zian

t had the ﬁﬁ]upgi.q Government
8, they would presumably

concesslon in re { 1
"-‘.1-11-].]"‘_'0-10 AB a ma tier of fa
been aware of thiese two fao
not have annexed the island and I could not see anything
derogatory in the line of sotion T suggested. lioreover,

it must be rememb: ered that, though His Jn.‘]r*nt_,' B
Government made no use of tln island for over a hundred
years alter they annexeqd it, they began their nepgotiatione
with Mp. Ruw“U5“ﬂn for a COUCPBSiOP g rood many months
bef'ore the "Norvegial hoisted the Nopwe :cian flags and the
initiation of such nesotiations NLOJ&E that the British
Government were prepared to malke use of' the islands as

8oon as circumstances were favourable., EKad the "Norvegia"
arrived at BOuvet a short time later, there would have been

- ,;+-(; m B

no doubt that the British claim would have been guite
unassailable

el

one great

would have to
This difficulty
o :n1...1-,,.; the

Horwegzi 0 th of
Canada 011 2] ?: an title
to these is G o Canadian

Government. Fo wree years thie Norweglan
Oonsul-General in kontresl had been trying to elucidate

Irom that Government a leianr reply rerarding the
14
L

Norweglan claim, bu Up io now he had been entirely
unsuccessful, IFf the }grﬁ“iuh Government were to give up
thelr claim to Captain Sverdrup's discoveries, which had
only been made twenty yeara ago, on the ground that they
had not been utilised since the Norwegian Plag was
holeted, 1t was difficult for them to aoct in precisely

the ogyouitw marner in the Antarotioc and admit a claim

on the plea of prior discovery when mrrﬁ than a hundred
years had papsed without bhib‘lif"ﬁV“r‘ eing put to any
practical use. I r—‘lleJ that T guite w ]n”‘.OP‘ the

di rfikuaty t § +» Vogt referred, bht I did not think
an ¢ he Antarctic could be treated on all
fours ..it=_. h might be said to bel geographi—
cally to ch the Canadian Government

Bs 1 vogt is re turning cn the 17th
instant and will no doubt, by ba in full '
sgession of his Goverhment!s '

I have etce,




$ »

_ 8/552/50) SONPIDENTIA N Eritiol Legation,
Not to he publiisahd 08 L O,
without previons authori;
OfH.M‘.B(_}(.Wl;rr_llm-u? SRR NSLOW e

i Sir,

With reference to my despatch No.l146 of the 8gh instant

I have the honour to report that Nr. Vogt, Norwegian Hlinister
in London, called on me this merning and soon turned the

| conversation to the subject of Bouvet Island. Ee began by
asking me whether I had received an account of his last
interview with you (see your despatch W 1896/832/850 of the
28th ultimo), in which you had expressed yourself eomewhat
foreibly regarding the action of the Norweglan Government in
proceeding to annex Bouvet Island without consulting His
Ma Jesty's Government, in whose name the island had been
anmexed more than a hundred years ago. Mr. Vogt assured me
with great earnestness that the Norwegian Government had
no lmowledge of the previous British annexation when they
sanctioned the action of the Captain of the "Norvegia" in
hoisting the Norwegian flag on the island. He had himdgelf
searched every atlas in the British MNuseum and had not found
one in which the island was marked as British. He was sure
that the Norweglian Government, in their eventusl reply to
your niote of the 1Bth ultimo, would- make it perfectly oclear
that they had ‘acted in 211 good faith and without the
8ligtest intention of going behind our backs.

2« Nre Vogt then asked me whether I had any suggestion
to make for solving the dispute. I replied that ny
Government considered that it was for the Norwegian Government.,
if they were not satisfied with the present state of the
matter, to reply to the last British communication. But it
seemed to me that whether the asovereignty of the island

ls vested in King George or King Haakon, the Norwegian whaling
industry had, by virtue of the concession granted to

ldr. Rasmussen, already obtained all the practical sdvemtages
attaching to the island. Mr. Vogt did not demur to this
statement, but added that lMr. Rasmussen's concession being

an exclueive one, his rivals in the industry would be

sure to complain of being excluded. He himself was very
averse to applying such heavy machinery as that provided by
arbitration at the Hague or by an appeal to the League of
Nations for settling a diespute of such insignifiocant practical
importance ae that involved in the question of BOuvet Islandj
but he was very doubtful whether his Government, after having
officially annexed the island, would feel able to withdraw
their claim to it. He had been turning over in his mind the
possibility of the two Governments submitting the case to the
opinipn of some independent jurist whose impartiality could

be depended upon and whose verdict might be accepted by both
sldes without the formalities of a regular arbitration case.

The Right HOnourable /B
Sir Austen Obamberlain, K.G., Li.P.,
etc., etc., eto.
His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State
for Forelpgn Affairs.

24/4/28.
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The Honourable,

1

air Francis

T™™HE MIVIOTER O " Al AIRS,

n Y P . “ 1

k|
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The

8/832/60) BRITISH LEGATION

15th 'ay, 1922,

I have the honour to report that Professor Hjort called
on me this morning in order to give me a mepaage from Xr.Rasmuseen,
who is the holder of the concession granted by the Colonial Office
in pespect of Douvet Island. The Frofesgor began by explaining
that lir. Rasmusse E 1 411 or he would have called on me
himeelf's In Ur BMus ¢ opinion it would be in the best
interests of the Norwegisn whaling induastry if Bouvet Ipland were
British, and he hoped that the outcome of the dispute would leave
the islarnd in oritish hends. At the same time, he dld not wish

his concesgion to afford any obstacle to a friendly settlement
between the two Governmentgj and he was prepared, 1f T 80 desired,
to write me a letter to this effect. There was another point to
which Mr. Raemusasen attached importance. If the island should
remain British, he was quite certein to be violently at tacked in
the newspapers for having applied for the concegsion, and he
thought that in those circumstances it would only be fair if he
were entitled to make known his actlon in notifying Hise Majeaty's
Government to the effect that he did not deeire that the grant of
the concession to him should stand in the way of a pettlement.

2., 1 requested Projessor Hjort to thank }r. Rasmussen for
hig very diesinterested and publicminded attitude, which I was
sure would be much appreciated by my Government. I was not in
a position to say how the dispute would end, and I did not think
1t was necessary for lir. Rasmussen to write me a formal letter
urtil I had reported the matter to you, which I would do at onces
As regarde the second point” made by lire Rapmussen, it seemed to
me clear that, if he were attacked on account of his application
for & concession, he was fully entitled to defend himself by
making it known that he had been ready to withdraw from the field.
I hoped, however, that the contlngency would not arise,.

%. T should be grateful if you would inform me whether you
wish Mr. Ragmussen to address a letter either to me or to the
Colonial Office offering to withdraw his c¢laim to a concesnlon
in order to facilitate a scttlement., The Colonial Office will
no doubt take into consideration the question as to whether
they should grant any ex gratise compensation to lir. Rasmussen,

) FeOe Lindley.

Right Honourable
Sir
Hip liajesty'e Principal Secretary of State

Austen Chamberlain, K.G., E.FPqy

for foreign Affairs,
etc., etc., etc.
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With regard o Bouvet Island, however, the exlstence of what
Was considerea t0 be a British title was not, with the sole
exception*mentio:ed 8bove, disclosed 80 that even British
writers of Suthority nave Temained unsware of the matter,

Ky Government are strongly of the opinion that even if
the act performed by Captain Norris in 1825 had given Great
Britain an inchoate title to the igland, this title would
have become invalia OWwing to the fact that Great Britein, as
8bove shown, allowed g period of mbout & hundred years to
pass before menifesting that they considered such title to
©xlst. My Government have had an opportunity of inspecting
8 map of the Antarctie, Printed by the Hydrographic Office
0f the Admiralty, June 1839, and which belonged to Sir J.D.
Hooker, who ag essistant surgecn accompanied Sir J.C. Rcsas in
the "Erebug during the expedition in question, On this
ciiart Bouvet Island is marked with a question mark, while
Liverpool Isglana 8nd Thompson leland are not entered at all.
This seems to indicate, therefore, that the Hydrographic
Office in 1839, 14 yesrs after Norris's visit, was not EWATG
of this visit. The further fact of the Admiralty Sailing
Dirsctions containing ro record thereof until 1805 (after
"Valdiviag" a rediscovery of Bouvet Island) appesars to afford
&dditional evidence that the Britigh Government had not taken
any steps necessary to mesintain any rights which they
conceivably might heve had in conneection with the islana.
Prominent British writers on international law sgree thet an
inchoato title cannot for an indefinite time constitute a
bar to the Occupation by another state. Thus, Hall writes
\0p.cit.p.102) that "anp inchoate title acts sg = temporary
bar to occupation by enother state, but it must either be
converted into a definite title within reasonable time......
or it must at least be kept alive by repeated local acts
showing an intention or centinuel elaim". The same opinion
ia held by wWostlale {"Chaptera on the Prineiples of
International Teaw", 1894, p-1€3-165), Cobbett (op.oit., p.110),
and Oppenheim ("Internstional Law", 3rd Ldition, Yol; T,
P.38E], According to Testlake ("Le Conflit Anglo-portugais®
in "Revue de Droit International et de Législation Comparéde,
1893, p. 66) Lord Salisbury stated in 1889 ip connection with
the dispute then existing between Great Britain and Portugal
l.a. the following: "aig Jemeig 1'annexion d'un territoire
par gcrit ne peut barrer le chemin sux autres nations, 8l
aucune intentiorn de 1*occuper resllement n'a éte manifestes
et que, pendant des siécles, on n'mit Pas mis en oceuvre 1la
souveraineté réclames®. The Britigh Government scted in
analogy with this Principle when including, a few years ago,
in the Falkland Islands Dependencies i.a. Terre Louis
Philippe and Joinville Isgle discovered and cccupied by the
French Commandant Dumont d*Urville in 1838 on bochalf of the
French Government, the Prench title of these areas apparently
not having been meintained. Grgat Britain has also in
relation to the United States of America in various cazes
respecting the severeignty of certain guano islands at
different Cccecasions refused to recognise cccupsations which
had not effectively been maintained by the occupier. Thig
applies i.a. to Christmas Islend and Johnson Ieland (J.B.
Moore: na Digest of International Law", Vashington 1%06,

ol.X, p.572, 575).

— e —
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‘ by Sir R, Fhillimore ref
the Tellowing is an excerpt (p. !
<18cussilons “hieh took plece bety

1 States end Great Britain with respect to0 th
-+ = - ~ - * . » . - >
&Nt of the Oregon Territory, the title resulting from
=1

discovery was sttempted to be pushed far beyond the
limits of this doctrine, sven to the extent of meintaining
thet the first discovery by an uncommissioned merchant-
Eﬁi; gave priority to the claims of Americe upon these
regions. But such s position sppears opposed to all
authorities upon Internstional Law, and it was steadily
denied by Great Britain®. The same prineciple hes also
been referred to by Hall (op.eit., p.110) and Smith
("International Lew", 5th Tdition, p.102). Another
ingtance of the British Government themselves upholding
this practice appears to be that of the South Shetland
Islende; these were taken possession of in 119 by the
Smith (Dr. H.R. Mill: "The Siege of the Scuth
98, and "Report of the Interdepertmentsal
n Research and Development in the Dependencies
lkland Islands™, 1220, p.2), and again by Fr. =.
21d in 1620 ("South Americsa. Pilot", Pert II,
t

Eleventh =Zdition, Supplement 0.9, p.31}. In Sir Edward
Grey's n

WAE mgd

.april 30th, 1907, to Dr. Eansen, reference

t
0

this matter, and to the fact of Captain
Heddell's visit to these islends in 1820-1823, while tha
note adds that "none of these sBeems to have taken formsl
possession of the islands" he note, on the other heand,

(-

5

1 -

o

[z

n

states explicitly that "the British claim to the South
Shetlands rests on the fact that Captain Foster of His
Majesty's Ship "Chanticleer" tocok formel possession oF

the lends about the islands on January 7th, 1829, landing
at Cape Possession, Hosesson Island, and thet Sir John
Ross landed on Cockburn Island in the South Shetlands
group on Jenuary 6th, 1843, and took formal possession

of this and contiguous lands". The foregoing would
indicate that the British Government do not appear to have
considered as conclusive the unsuthorised and informal
acts performed by Captain Smith and Kr. Bransfield. In
this connection I am to say that my Government are unawers
of any evidence showing thet Captain Norris ever was
autherised by the BEritish Gevernment to occupy land, nor
does it appear that the unsuthorised and informel act of
occupstion performed by him waes sfterwards, within a
reasoneble period, ratified by the british Government.

ar her to draw attention to the faet thsat
appar h ish Government took no eteps in order
to mek o ion known. British suthorities on
intern il agree that the acquisition of &n
inch itle is subject to the occupetion being notified
in some way or asnother. I om aware, from Sir. 3. Grey's
note of April 30th, 1807, to Dr. Bansen, that it is not

the practice of the British Government to notify to
Forelgn Gevernments additions to British territory made
by ennexstion, occupation or otherwisa. ¥y Government
understand, however, that for administrative end
practical reasons it has been the practice slso of the
sritieh Government to meke known officialiy additions to
British territory, es it was done in the case of the
Falkland Islands Dependencies and the Roes Dependency.

4..
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. oronology of the narrstive uld seem to indicete
WA . : .

that 1t was ar h t lending teook

P lace. A8 8 d 19 5 sn Chemberls 1 tha
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House of Commone 208, T

appear to be ¥ Eround
01 the latter islend.

Government have leter become aware
that an exieting fecsimile of the seil log-book includes
entries salso for December 14th snd 18th, 18285,

a
h

indicating that it w Liverpeol Island rather than
Thompeon Islsnd or whnich Captein Norris landed, they are
80mewhat puzzlasgd by the circumetance that Sir James
Clark Ross apperently had access t0 the original loge-
book of the "Sprightlyr. In the book deseribing his
voyages (Vol.II, page S71) he thus states: "The log-book
of thes Sprightly, Captain Norris, is now before me, fronm
which I gquote the following passages™: eto. It seoms
reasonable to sssume that Sir Jumes R"oes himself must

' the conclusion to which his quoctations

say that even if it were
in 1825 took possession
.and; for Great Britain,
nveying a vslid British

is o universally recognised
g1l law, acinowledged also &t the tims

nding more than s hundred years ago,
I 10 acquire sovereignty over
' must in fact take poscession of such
'y the possession must be effective, a
purely formel s t being esufficientz. This maxim hss

o
been consistently upheld by medern as well as earlier
British suthorities or international law.

Thus, Sir kobert Fhillimore says in "Commentaries
upon Internationsl Law" (Vol. I, Third Eaition, 1879)
P«349; that "it may . . . be consldered a8 & maxim of
Interncetional Iew, that Digeovery alore, though sccompsnied
by the erection of some symrel of sovereignty, if
unaccompanied by ec¢ts of a de faoto pPosgession, does not
constitute e national acquigition. The British
seme stand in conneection
Sritein end Spein relstive
illimore, oOp.cit.,

-

¥, it would not be reasonsble
as tc the effectivity of the
2e Arctic and Antsrctic regions
spitetle parts of the worldi, it is
8150 in Aretiec snd Anterctie

: mething more than a

& velid bassis for an

Government further desire me te edd that it
be at variance with British practice to base a
srelgnty on informal sots of occupation made
by unauthorised persons unless such occupation hss sfter-
wards been confirmed or ratified by the Goevernment. This
prineciple is lucidly stated by praminent British authors
on international law such ag Fhillimoras (oy.cit.,p.JEQ),

iiall ("A Treastise on Internationsl Law", 5th sdition, p.
102-103), end Cobbett (“Leading Cases on International Lawh,
“th Ddition, I, 10), while the British Government
themselves have pu 18 prineiple in Practice, as will

k<
g
ot O
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British flag on it todk posscasion of the islana

in }he name of Hig JCBLY King George IV. you
.ﬁrt??r_utaiﬂi tha e British Government oconsider
the title thus acal by them by virtue of
occupation in 1825 be valid, and that ite
existance must be generally known, since it is
referred toc in the Su},lvmonf of the 1901
edition of the "africa Pilot", Part II, published

I am instruoted by my Government to inform
you that they were not aware that the British
Jovernnent mainta ned that there cxisted a valid
British title

.i
thie island, A Bearch of the
literaturs ava

falled to disclose that
Bouvet Island iered to be Britighn, Thue
the "Eneyclopaedia Britarmica® (eleventh edition)
doee not contain any confirmation hereof., The
British g apaer ira R,M, Hudmose Brown atates on
vy 17 I8 8 250086 Brown

- The Folar Regions" (London 1927)
d 1s unslei alap that Thumpson

that Beuvet Tsl

Izland 18 'ut

Ltailze, and adds that Captain Norris
elaimed Liverpool Island (which Dr. Brown believes
to be identical with Zouvet Island) without
authority for Britain. "The TimesAtlas of the
World" (1920) does not bear any indication tn the
effect that Bouvet Island was coneidered to he
British. The same applies to The Stateaman's Yearbool
and other British publ ions of standing.

The sole exception in this respect is;, as £
28 the Worwegian Goverrmment are aware, the saiqd
Supplement to the "Afrioca Pilot", to which their
attention was drawn by your note of February 15th, 1

I am fu er desired to =ay that there does
not seem to exist i f t

conclusive proof to the effec
™

thaet Liverpool Island, as described by Captain Neorris
le identioal with Bouvet Island, The extent of

Liverpool Island, according to Oaptain Norris an

quoted by Sir James Rose, 18 much largep than that
of' Bouvet Island, while the ion of Captaln
Norris's Liverpool Islavd a fers not a little

a8 determined by

¢ "Norvegia®.

were of thie opinion

to the "Afrioce
vidently

aldivia”

The
for granted
e
he island

y Lven
agsuming, . » that Liverpocl Island and Bouvet
Ieland are ident cal, it doces not from the material at
hand appear to be conclusively estinblished that Captain
Norrie in 1825 landed on Liverpool Islsnd, 8ir Jemed
C. Rose does not state on which islend Captain Norris
landed; he quotes an extract from the “Snriqhtly‘a"
log~book to the effect that Norris 8ighted Liverpocl
Island on Degcember 10th, 1825, and Thompson Iesland on
December 13th; the narrative tihhen goes on to Bay that
a landing on "the islend" was made on December 18+h.

}
1€

2o




(w 3978/5632/50)

COFY, NORWES I AN LEGATION,
B-eTes | ,

- 44 /1928, e

I'({\.ZS" JO‘ /l y LCTU Nl

pa i Amril 23rd, 1928,

8ir,

In my note of January 19¢th, 1928, I had the
honour to inform you that on August 3lct, 1927, ny
Government suthorised Mr. Lers Christensen of
Sandef jord to take possession on behalf of FNorway
of any new land that might be found in the course
of the expedition of the "Norvegia" to the South
Atlantic. The authorisation explicitly referred to
land which had not previously in due form been
occupied by any other Government. I was further
ingtructed to Inform you in my said mote that the
master of the "Norvegia" landed on Bouvet Ieland
on December 1lst, 1927, occupied it for Norway, placed
& depot there, and holsted the Norwegian flag.

I may =say in this oonnection that replying
tc an enquiry from the Norweglan Whaling Association
(of which Mr. Christensen ies the vice-chairman and
Mr. Johan Rasmussen the chairman), the Norwegian
Uinister for Foreign Affairs stated in a letter of
April 8th, 1927, to the sald Assoclation i.a. that
it did not appear from the records available that
Bouvet Island had heen annezed by any nationes

I am also desired to draw attention to the
note, dated February 13th, 1228, in which Sir Francis
Lindley adviscd the then Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Professor Bull, that the British Government had
deemed it desirable, in vicw of the authority given
to- the master of the "Norvegzia" to hoist the
Norwegian flag on any landg which he considered to
belong to no other power, to remind the Norwegian
Government of the discussions in rogard to the
MAntartic regions which took place at the Imperial
Conference held in London in 1926, S8lr Francis
Lindley at the same time transmitted to my Government
a copy of the published Summary of Proceedings from
the said Conference, containing an account of these
discuesions, and a list of those areas in the
Antarctic to which a British title was conaidered
already to exist by virtue of discovery. Bouvet
Island was not included in this list. While my
Government were aware that no British title to
Bouvet Island existed by wvirtue of discovery, and
that there was consequently no reason why Bouvet
Island should be referred to in the said list, they
were nevertheless inclined to interpret Sir Prancie
Lindley's note to the effect that the British
Government had no observatione to offer in connection
with the occupation of Bouvet Islend on behalf of
Norway .

In your note of February 15th, 1928, you
advieed me that Bouvet Island on December 18th, 1825,
wae visited by Captain Norrils, who hoisted the

The Right Honourable
S8ir Austin Chamberlain, K.G., F.C.,
2t0e; etcs., etc.
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Captaln Christensen intendod to ennex territories
in the Antarotic, it would be a matter to which
Iis Majesty's Government could not remain
Indifferent,

S« Monsiour Vogt seid that in his provious
expeditions Captain Christensen had had authority
from the King tc annex lend which belonged to no
powers It was under this authority that he had
holsted the Norvegian flag on Bouvet Island, the
Norweglian Government being under tho improssion that,
although the island had been.discovercd by Captain
Norris & hundred years ago, it had never been
annexed or regaerdcd as British territorye. He thought
that Captain Christensen might possibly have tle same
authority as he had before, but if so he would only
be authorised to anaex territory mot bolonging to eny
other power, or to which no other power laid claim,

I am, ctc.
(For Lord Cushsndun)

(8d) G.H.Villiers.




CONFIDEN [ 1AL

Not to be published
without previous authorit |
of H. M’s Government

Noad0Ca

(W 8262/532/50)

8ir,

The Norvogian Minister cellod retently on (

8ir Ra.lindsay to talk about Bouvet Islanrd .Hs gaid

that the lagt step in the negotimtionsg had beon =

note from the Nerweglan GCovermment to which no

apswor had yet Lpen returned, and he wee anxious io

[

roagums disoouseions. Sir R.Lindeay replind thai hs

£

wag net proparad to male any statemeont on tis
at once, but that he might he in a position to 4o s0
in the ocourge of e few days.

Durineg some further conversatlicon about

1

Antarotic affairs pensrally, Moaslowr Vogt referrod
to ths expedition of the "Norvegia' under Captain
Christensaxs Ho said that ho hed geen in tb
Norweglan paper that Captain Chiriptensen
intonded to instal a wireless staticn on some dsland
from which he would be sbls to comminicats v
his wholers. Monsisur Vogt when passing t =
rad roferred Vo thls report at the Minlstry o
srolien Affairs. and had boen informed that 1
Christersen expeditlion had nec offieclel chars v
thatovar. 3ir R.Lindsay oaid that ti Norvegis® y
expodition excited a certein amount f Interest hara,
End stlill more in the Dominions, end that if

Tha Henourable { in

3ir Francls Lindley,K:CM.Gs,0.B.,

otcs, atc., SCay
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built these. The tall iron masts for the redio which
heve been constructed at the Hflen workshops, are
already lying finisiwd at Sendef jorde

Mr,0tto Rogns has been appointed Diroctor
of the station. Since April 1924 he has boen in
charpe of the redio station belonging to the Sto;
Norsle Kulkompani at Advent Bay in Spltebergen;

and his essistant will be Mr.Gecrg Heldal.,

Mr.Rogne, viio on account of his experience during
winters on Spitzberren, has he lped to design the

y . . . -y ~ y - A vk T o o
building has a First-class certificate from the

=5 ] -
Horwopglen Nevy. His ssalistant, who has a mato's
certificete and who =ill sct sg his peneral hslp,
is an expericnced telegraphist, who has been in

charpge of the radio statlion at Advent Bay arnd Les

a knowlodge of Heteorologys Since tho question of
housekseping is of particular importiance during

the long dark winter months on which an exposed end
degert opot as Bouvst, a steward with oxperilance
hard

o wintere will also be appointed.

L

Tho three men wlll leave Norway on board
L
sating whalo factory, the

the 13t October nexi; and st




Aceording to a report to the "Interde partrnontal

Committee on Resscarch and Devslopment in ihs

Dependencies of the Falkland Islonds", the well-known

Sooteh mo tecrolozist R.D.Mossman recommended strongly

as long ago as July 1918 that a meteorological atatlon,
vhich he considered in the highest degree desirabls,
should be erected on one of the 1slande in the preswied
Bouvet group, and that this should be done as quickly
ag possible in cooperation with the Govermnments of
South Africa, fAust@alia and Now Zeaslande

fr.Mossmen's proposel led to no resull, but vhen
Mr.lars Chr-istensen sent out last year his "Norvegia'

expadition to Bouvet Island he instructed Captain

Mp.Christensen intended to send two msteorol-
ogista who should remain on the i1sland during the whole
yoare

on the arrival & the "Norvegia" at Bouvelt In
December last year it was discovered that thero wore
only two places which were possible for such a station,
viz. Now Sendef jord in Bollevika on Eamarch'e Coast
and 8 1little beach which stretiched from Cape Veldivia

inside Sachscbegers on Vicicria Terrasse; bul since

the first-nemed place would be oxposed to lendslides
the boach scuth cf Cape Valdivia has now been chosen
a8 the site for the radioc station which Mr.Christenssn
intends to erect on the island, end a completely
modern station and house for the personrel will be

bullt




(W 8931/532/50)

o) B § :I L) I Li'-J.‘-L’

[th & ;"'.o‘.?":l';ll. I, 1626

My Lord,

With reference to my telsgrem No.42 of the

30th ultimo, I have the honour to transmit herewlth

trvennlation of en artiele which appeered in ihe
"ridens Temn" of the 4th instant on the sudject of
tke ovection of a metecrological statlon on Bouvet

Island. It wil

sred that the intentlon
t0 erect such a station was Tepor ted in my telegram
H0.9 of thse 15th February last.

I have etcs,

:':d } FeQo Lindle Yo

{#7ht Honourable

e ™ - 3 t\..‘._‘
he Lord Cushandune




industry, prohibition of tho killing of cows wiih
their voung, stipulations egeinst the nagteful
exploitetion of cercasas, and ovher mpasures of this

reement for

I
L=

nature. As regerds an intornationsl 8
the regulation of the indusiry, 1o enticipated that
there would be a good deal of oppesition from interests
in Norway, who would be anxious to be nble 1O sond
out free lance exieditions. He touched also on tie
obvious difficultios in tho way of regulating
Norwogian and British oxpeditions and allowing
expeditions, entirely unre fuleted, to proceed under
the flegs of powers which might not have agroed to
any convention that might be concluded betweon Norwey
and Great Britain. At the same time he frankly
admitted that this was & pather narrow view, and that
the necessity for centrolling whaling, though it might
not ve urpent at the present moment, would beccm
increasingly so in approaching years, and that the
vest avenue of approaclh wWas through & close Anglo-
Norwoglan so-cperation. I8 also suggested that the
tranpit duties lovied by the Falkland administration
on whale oil, though he admitted thet out of thece
revenues the whaling industry profitted very largely,
would nsverthelesc provoke & pocd deal of critfciesm
in Norweglan circles.

I am, etce,

(For Lord Cushendun)

(6d4) R.H.Campbell.




popular interest and entimsissm that it would naver
be posgible for them to heul that flag down
again,

Oa Doaling with tho territorial gapect of
the matter, the Minister pointed out that His
Ma jesty's Government had elready in the French, an
gotual neighbour in the Antarctic continent, a fact
which Sir R.Lindsay cid not dispute. He pointod
out that 1f we feiled to veach an egreement
otherwise it might be necessary to have recourse to
arbitration over Douvet Island, but thought that this
would be unfortunate. He suggested that from tho
Norwegisn sido it might be preferred 1O secure first

the reco

4tion of tho Norwcgian title to Bouvet

Island end that spreement on other points might

thus be more casily attoined. Sir R.Lindsay replied
that he was unable to commit himself definitely,

but that His Hajestyle Covermment would probably wish

to be assured beforeshand of their ground in some

manner or other.

on

o As vegards regulations for safepuarding
the wheling industry, Monsieur Vogt mentioned that
18 government had agreed on a law which was to be

introduced shortly in the Norwegion Perliament with

o

this cbject. He did not lmow whether it would e
passed, but he told me ithat 1t contemplated a
prohibition of Norwegisn expeditions from vheling
in temporatc waters, & limitation of tlke number of
whaling onterprises suthorised to pursuve the

industry




Se To sum up it appesred that there wore throc
elements to be considereds

(1) The undoubted desire of His Me jesty's
Government that no further annexations should be
made by other powers in the Antarctic reglonee

(2) Their equally strong desire to come to terms
with the Norwegian Government for & whaling agreement
of a satis factory naturo.

(3) Bouvet Island, 8 qusstion which might be
resarded as seperate Irom tho wider issues and perhaps
of loseer importance. S5ir R.Lindsey sald that
personally he would be inclined to regerd it as an
ineident which might lead tc a settlement of the
other two greater questions, and he was authorised
to state that His Mo jesty!s Government would have 1o
hesitation in recognising the Norvepglen sovereignty
of this 1sland if they could be met substentially
on the othor questions. AL the same timg Sir R.Tindeay
emphasised that he was not putting this dowvn as an
abeoluto condition, but rerely desired to indicate
the best method of approaching a complex questions

4, The Minister promised to report
g4ir R.Lindsay's remarks to his povernment. He did not
feel eble Lo give any definite indicetion a8 to the
probable natwre of their reply, but he felt convinced
hat no Herwegisn Govermment would ever be able toO
abandon the clzim to Bouvet Island, becawme the hoilsting
of the Norweglan flag on 1t had excited so much

popular




Shackle ton expeditions, was the most valuable
oontribution to the knowledge of these e gions that
the world at pregent pessegsads Sir R.Lindsay
oxplained that in thsse clreumatances he would be
lacking in frenless 1f ho did not say that tho
preference of ths British Government and even more
of the Dominions, was that the Empire should have
no nelghbours at all in the Antarctic op in 1its

ad janent 1slands.

20 As regards tho othor espects, which wag
comrercial, Sir R.Lindasy obeerwed that the cnly
governmental a0vlvity Inlorosting iteelf in the whaling
industry of the southsrn waters was British, and th
whaling industry owsd a great deal to the control
which had hitherto been exsrcised. This control had
always been exc-?cl:;vﬂ. in en impartial spirit as
betwsen British end © weglan interosta, and 1t
was certeinly indispensedblo that som control should
comtinue to be exsrolssd In a wise and well regulated
menner, in view of ikbs Eium-_'br that. tho whales in tho

southorn seas mi

ght in the ccwrse of tims vanish

elmost ag complet ly es they had 4in the ::zort':yavn ocsans,
His Majesty's Covernment had, howevwdr, no desiro
whatever to excluds Norwegiens from an industry which
they had prosecuted with such gkill and ente rorise, and
they would be enxious to come to an agroemsent with the

Horweglan Government m

LA

to the best means which could
be taken for the furthsr and even more efficient
protection of the best interests of tie whaling industry.

Se
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(W 9978/552/50) October 18th, 1928.

Sir,

At Sir R.Dindsey's request the Norweglen Minister
celled recently to discuse the question of Bouvot
Tsland. Sir R.Lindsay gald that whilst His Majesty's
Gavernment were anxious 10 aporoach this question Iin
a perfectly roasonable spirit, wider issues geemed O
be involved than thoso relating to Bouvet Island alone,
end that the two governmonts wWere really approeching
the discuscion of the whols Antarctic question. of
this there were two sspecis; the firgt was political
end territorial. considerations of peography alone,
with the British Dominions of South Africa, Australia
and New Zealand projecting down towards the Antarctic
continent, gave the British Empire a very special
interest in the politicel rights over thoso &reas,
particularly in view of the growing disposition of tle
pominions to interest themselves in the disposel of
Antarctic territories. The justification of the goneral
attitude of Grost Britein in this matter was the fact
that for many years British adminietrative activitles

alorne hod been exarcised in Antarctic waters. }More over

without belitting the admirable Norweglan efforts in
the same field, it could not be denied thet Grest Lt
Britain hed done the ma jor pert of the exploration in
the Antarctic snd that the scientific work carrisd out
by Great Britain, egpecially by the Mawson end
Sheckleton
4.D,.F.Gascoigne ,E8q.,

eto., oic., BiC.,
Q8lo-
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Yo, 488 of the 26%h Bepl@mbar, rogarding the Yorwaoglan

cladm o Bouvel islend, 1 have the homour to tranmit,
rar the informstion of Nis Majesty's Sovermment in the
Unien of Ssuth Africa, coples of dnepatches U6 Hig
ajesty's Seprosontative gt Nglo summarizing conversae
1ione with the Werwegien vinister in London,

2. 'he sltustion ig sngaging the congi derntion
of liie Mejesty's Govermmert in Greet Britein ond @

farther comsunication will be pent on the wmb)oes.

5. 1 teke thig spportunity te enclose o copy of
o : r:,{_ a deepateh from lils Bage ety'e Hinlgler at Nelo roegerding
! ..--"' the propoped eregtion Al & neteorological gintion on
—
Rouvet Island,
1 heve the honour to be,
sir,
Your moeht obecient,
humble servent,

WIVIATER OF EXTERNAL AFPALRS,

guInN OF a0UTH AFIECA.
("




b ' Downing Btreet,

T T T F—— 91 Wevember,1928,

iy,
1 have the hopour to state, for Lhe infomoation

af Vie Majegty'e Govornment im tLhe Union of South Asfriea,
that sfter careful comsideration of the iseuoe involved,
e Wejesty'e Govermaent in Oreat pritein have decided
te wolve their clsim to Bouvet lslend end witharaw thelr
aspaaition to ite snmexstion by the Norwegisn Government,
verbeal commurdestion in thic sense wee made on b4 l4th
Novembor %o the Verwegien Minister, who expreesed Lhe
liveliest setigfection et this intimetion end pold thet
it weuld grestly gretiiy his Gnvemm!‘..

2, An sumouncement of the decision reschied by Hie
Wejegly's Covernment in Grest Britein in thie metter has
pern mode in Perlisment in the following termel~

sptter o coreful review of the Lasuies invel ved
end having regerd to the frlendly relastiong exigting
petween our twe gountriee, Hie MeJesty'e Governzent
heve woived the British cisim L0 pouvet lslemd in
faveur of Yorwny,"®

1 have uhe homour Lo D&
S
Your most obedient,

\ umbl ¢ servant,




y N o e s eI ey ey
On ths same occesion Norweslan Minlster read wwo

memorands (1) gteting that the Norwegzian Yovernitent wore
prepared to express their willinsmess to ¥elrein {rom occupying

eny land within the territories rerferred to in the Jun
of Proceedings of the Imperial Conference 1926 (2) exyressing
the great interent of his government im the question of the
preservetion of the stock of wheles and the protection of
animal 1ife in the Arctic and Antarctic, summarizing ithe
legislation they have irn mind for prohibiting the capture of
fur seale and controlling the capture of whalebome whales,
ond stating their willirgness to discuss at any time such
gquestions of common interest to Norway end the British Empire.
Norwegiun Miniester was informsd in reply that the statement
contained in (1) above was greatly gppreciated and trat with
regard to (2) it was poesible that we might have proposals
to make to the Norwegian Government for devising machinery with
a view to clcscrkm—ny:u Han 0f our mtusl intesrests as regards
the preservation of the whaling industry. Norwegian Winister
oxpregsed confidence that hisg Government would be anxious to
further this aim by any means vhich were practicable.

Copies of record of convergation and of the two
memoranda read by Worwsgian Minister follew by meil in
sontinuation of wy despstch of 6th Hovember LCominions No.525.

Secye ;




D.11846 /28,
TELEGRAN from the Secrelnry of Stote {or Dominion Affairs to
the Governor Generul of New Zealand,

(Sent 2.45 p.m. 16th Hovember 1928)

1l6th November, No.l1l66 Secret.

My telegram 11th October No,143 Secret, Antarctic.

From attitude whioh Norwesian Minister sssumed in course of

nezotiations over Bouvet Island it became clear that it would
serve nc useful purpose to atfach conditions to our offer to
withdrew our clsim to the Island sinoce such & course might
result only in artagonising the Norwezlan Government without
effecting thelr withdrawal from the Ialand of which they msay

be repgarded as in cccupation (see last enclosure in my

despateh 6th November Dominions No.585 Secret) and would thus
render more difficult the achievement of the main objoets which
we hove in view, The wiser course seemed to be to withdraw
our claim at once as an act of grace and to rely on the
goodwill which such action would bs 1likely to insnire to move
the Norwegisns to reciprecate by giving us assurances which they
know that we are anxious to receive as to (1) abstention from

further emnexations (2) contrel of pelagic whaling,

Norwezian Minister was accordingly informed verbally on

14th November thai iiis Hzjesiy's Government in Great Britasin
withdrew any claim they might have had to Bouvet Island and J
would raise no cbjection to its amnexation by the Norwezian
Government. MNorvegisn lfinister expressed the liveliest
patisfasction at this announcement and said that 1t would
greatly gratify his Covernment,

On




fW.lOBS?/SSZfﬁ“}

plicete,

LIl

The Norwegian Government heve learnt with satis-
faction thet Hig Britennic Majesty's Government are
favoursbly dispoged sg reserds the quegtion of the Norwegian
soverelgnty over Bouvet Igland. They would be gled to
recelve ep eerly as possible H.B.M.'s Government's officisl
communication on the gubject. The Norweglan Government
gbrongly hold the opinion that it would be best to decide
this dueutien upon lts own merits and that it eiould not
be connected with otner gqgestions.

However, the Norweglen Government take the greatest
posglble interest in the question of the prescrvation of
the gtock of wheleg and the protection of animel 1ife in
the Arctic and Antarctic Regions. H.B.M. 's Governmert
Wlll be awere that a proviglonsl Order in Council wag
1spued on the 10th of Auzust, 1928, prohibiting the
capture of fur geels by Norwegians. The Bill proposing
the enactment of this mesgure will be submitted to the
next Storting. The Norwezien Government will submit to
the eame Storting a Bill proposinz rezuletions for the
capture of wholebone wheles. This Bill is now under
prepriation.

The Norweglan Government would be sled et any
time to discuss with H.B.M. 's Government such Quesgtions of
common intereet to Norwey and the Britigh Empire, and in
thls connexion they would like to say that they sincerely
degire to meet the wighes of H.B.M. 's Government ag far ag
in eny waey pocseible havirg regerd to Morwezian interestp

in Arctic Regions.

Norwegien Legation,

ndon 16/10/1928.
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Government, would on al1 occaslons zive them the most

Vi

gmpathetic conglderation poagible, le greatly eppre-

clated the gtotement which the Minigter hed msde to him

in rezard to the territories mentioned in the Imperisl
Conference pProceedings, and thought 1t posslble that Hiz
Mejesty's Government might have proposals to make to the
Morweglen Government for the devising of machinery with
e view to clorer co-ordination 0of the Interegtg of the
twWo countries eg regardg the regulatlion of the whaling
Industry. Monsleur Vogt repiied that he felt guite
confident thet the Norweglen Coverrment would be anxious

to Iurther this aim by =11 practicable meang.

(For Lord Cushendun)

(8d.) R.H. CAMPBELL.
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R.Lindgay to contimie the discusgion regerdinz the
goverelznty of Bouvet Ielfng.

(a] - e - - S | - ]l ~ e Joy i - oy “I..,,
o On 8ir R. Lindsey remerking at vhe outget that

b A4 ~ -~ o+ pe - - -~ =t
the Minister expressed his zrstification and proceceded 1o
read the two memorenda of wWhi coples are enclogeed.

L 4 rid e T Fee A anir T am e e R W SO iv UVn ot *hot
Ja S Rolana gaY uliell 1I"Gls ACE MuNnsgiedl VOEL LiIaU
when he hed geen him on € previousg ccceslon he haed c.re-

rd

fully refreined from meking the attitude of Hig Majesty's

Govermment in regerd to Douvet Iglend in eny way conditlonal

T Pea P4 = - ; o < 3 . arlv g T i 3 A
the fulfllment of the degiderates which he h¢d exprossed

to the Minister on behelf of Hls Majesgty's Government

He wes now snxlous to csrry the lozicel implicatvlions of
thet sttlitude a gtep further by steting formelly that His
Mejesty's Goverrment withdrew ell cleim to Bouvet Igland,

Norwezian Government. Hongieur Vozgh expresged the live-

liegt esetiefection st thle amouncement end ssld thet it

would be &8 source of much gratiflication to his government,
4. 8ir R.Lindsay then went on to say thet His

Mrjcety's Government gtill etteched great importence to

the deglderata which he had mentlioned on & previoug occasio:

end I hed subpequently repested, and he hoprd the Norweglan
xovernment
neagcolime, Esgd.,
. atut.. 6uC.,.
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avernmert in Orest Britein in this

lained in the telegrom %0 New Lealand, A
impartant

will b npprecintsg Aot A% A

sade »n the

in "Ny wbl ic stetemont *hich m Yy D
s P8 particulers shouldad e iVen beyon LOoge
ined 1m the sonsuncement which hes been made in
t 1w 3 country, tertme of which are being
niceted o you in my yepatieh Dominions Yo, ' ol
ave the honour to be,
HAT,
Your mogt apadimmt,
humb} ervent,
guc.




Jowning treet,

leeret. : 21 mevesber, 1928,

Ar
in conmegtion with my deevntch Deminiong

8 . . ) Of the 91 wevemper, om the mbjech af Bouvet
1elend, I have the hensar te invite refersnce Lo oY
sseret deenstch Dominione va, 525 of the Gth Wovamber,

2. 1 would explain thet, iIn the couree of the
{ntorview st the Parelmm nrrice during which the
varwerion Minister wae informed af the dscieion of His
yiniegty'e Coverrmert in seeet Britain te withéraw thelr
cleim to thie I slamd, "M, Vogt roed tws memorenas which
hod peem conmuniceted to him by hie Gevernment, ihe
first of these mamorsnds stated thet the Maorwesim
savernment wore prepared Lo MEpreas their villingnees W
refrein from eccupying eny land withie the territories
roferred to in ths Nammery nt Pyracesdinee ol Lhe ianorial
gsnference, 1928, The pecond memnrendum expresecd the
svant interest of the Yorveglmsn ljoyerrment in tha
eaeation of the areservetion of the etack of whelies and
the nrotection of animsl 1ife in the Aretic and ‘mharctie,
sarmerieed the jegigletion which they nave iv sdnd for

prahipiting the canture of fur seul p 2B controlling the

esnture of shalesbone whalern, end irvtimated thelr willings

nees
S
eue NIVIATER OF EXTEANAL A FALRG

frqnid‘at o~ s ik & [ 1‘:1313.

s dlecues ot suy time puch mattere af conmon Lrtersd



Antarctie should rnot be underesstimatad.

"Phe attitude of Crest Dritaln will arouse general

that Great Britein regarded the Norweglen anne xation
with mired feelings in view of her own efforte to
develop her whaling industry and there is therefore
a1l the more reason to regard the action of Great Britain
as evidence of the close and good relations existing

L

between the two nations,

-

n"This thous

- i

sht was also given a form in the British

official commnicué which should meet with general approval”

4, myorgenbladet"”, the leadimg cons
1imits itself to giving & history of the Norwegian occupation

of the Islend and ctates tkhat, a

the recognition of Norwegian gsovereign must be regarded as
a friendly gesture and not &5 & sign that it is nclmovwledged
that the British eclaims were wnjustifiable,

D, of the crgens of the Left nprbheiderbladet" mexely

yeports Eis Majesty's Government! 8 decision and ofiore Xo

conments. "Norges Kommanistblad", however, the organ of thae

Mosecow commnists, referring to the british commmnigne,

expresses the opirion that it is as 8 Tavour that Grest

Britsoin hag given the Islamrd %o Horway —-— "an act of favour
as thanlks for Norway's excel 1lent per ormance of the role of

awarded by British imperialism and

lzckey which she has
which role she will continue to play in the future,

Korway's acquisition of Reuvet Iglard iz thus meither a

victory for Norwagian diplomacy

force, but 1t has been arvived ut by the grovelling of

capitalist Norway beiore *Bri prodatory ipmerialism™"
1 have etc.

( r‘*’ A. GA SCOIGKE.




lo.497.

,ord Cushendun,

RI2ISH LEGARICH,
OB LD,

17¢h November, 1928,
My GLord,

4th reference to Your fLordehip's telegrain No.44 of
the 14th instant, I have the honour to report that the
Horweglan press, as & whole, have, apart from merely reportving
the decision errived at by His Majesty's Government in rogard

to Bouvet Island and referring to the hietory of the

Norwegian occupation, offered surprisirn;sly little comment.
2. npidens Tezn" of November 16th, however, contains &an
article by Cone& Acgasrd, a Norweglan businses men, praising

great Britain for the self snorifice whicl she hau displsyed
+

in vemouncing her claim to thet routpost of Bmpire”, Consul
t

Aagaard further states hat the recognition by Great Britain
of Norweplan sovereignty over the Island is a "triumpbh of our
good cauge, our MHinistry for Poreign Affairs, and for
British fair play".

o A The same newspaper &lso publishes a leading article

exoreselng satisfaction and praising the attitude gdopted by

His Majesty's Governmert. The srticle conmcludes with these
words: -
nThe annexation was somewhatl in the nature of an
adventure but real interests were al stakze, Ths
srnnexation waos deferngible on the grourds that Norweglierns
utilige those regions more thun any other petion.
Althouih Forwezisrp whaling o 111l be more and more
independent of foruilgn concesEions the moral and
nolitical importance of a permanent footing in tue

2

intaretic

nt Honourubhle
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UBIOE OF SOUTH AXRiSa. _ Pewning street,
Dendndens No. 2() Nowember, 1028,
gdw,

7ith vefsrenge 40 wmy despatch Dowinions
ﬂ\“"o N0, 086 of the Tist Nevenber, I heve the honcur %0
| traneuit, for the information of lis Hujooty*'e
govermsent in the Unden of Jouth Afvica, She
sconpunying cepy of o desputeh from lils dajosty's
oY Repreapemtative ot Osle susmerlsing the ezt
shich have sppeared in the NRerwegian precs o8 the
deciolien of Nis Hojesty's Govermmernt in Jreat
pritain with vegurd to louvet ledand,
I heve the henour 10 ba,
gir,

Your nost chedient,

husble servant,

TES RInlsTER OF BAYMREAL AFFAIRG,
UKlOk OF SOUTR AFRICA.

gy
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NMION OF SOVIN AFRICA. pwming sAvest,
2} sovember, 1028,

(5] §

yith referenge Lo Wy goepatech ouiniens

"{] HIIO 58,008 of the 2lst Bovember, 1 Bave the henour S0

trensuit, for the Inforsation of Nis Mnjosty's

out in the Union of Uouth Afrion, the

JOVaTivE
an ssconpenying copy of o degpetah from ls Kajesty'e
nvER
. Ropyassututive of Osle susmarising the comm.anis

shich have appeared inm the Lorweyisn precs on tue

dectioton of lils Majesty's sovermmert in dreat

pritain with reguvd %0 J puvet lsland,

1 beye the honour %0 be,
Gir,
Your mest eobadient,

numble sorvant,

THR MINlsTER OF A YRNAL AFFAIRG,

UBion OF LOUTH AFRICA,




Jowning Ot rest,

[N Decesber, l028,

idr,

¥ith refersnce to ny despateh Jominions

Ho, 588 of the 30th November, I have ths Lonour te

tranenit, fer the inforastion of lids injeasty's

“Overmaest in the Union of sewth afriea, the aceoszanying

copies of despatohen from His injeoty' e hepresentative

&t Csle reporting sorwegian comuents on the decisien of

His Najeoty's Goverment in Grest Dritsin with regard

to Bouvet Island,
i have the honour to be,
sir,
Your most obedient,
husble servent,

d) L. 8. AMERY

': Fi =] f..;, A " & S;I e

BRI UF BOUTH AFRIGA,




COPY .
(1 5456/98/50)
No. 188.
British Legation,

Oslo.

29th May, 1929.
3ir,
It was not until this moming that I had ax
opportunity of speaking to the Prime Minister on the subject
of Dougherty Island, in accordance with the instructious

contained ia your ateh 1U0.188 (W 3397/98/150) of the

8th instant. I rerinded His Ixcellency that 1 had al-
ready mentioned to him, (see last paragreph of my telsgram

Xo.7 of the 27th February last), that Air. Bull, & Horwegian

subject, had been granted & licence by His Majesty's

@

Government in respect of this islend in 1913, and I also
drew his attention to the fact that Conmsul Lars Christseu-
sen, the owner of the, s.8. "Horvegia", had himself applicd
to His lsjesty's Government for a licence in respect of the
same islaund in 1926. Both these facts were mentionsd ian
Imperial Conference Paper llo.E.130 and in its Appendix K.
A8 regards lir. Christensen's application, I meintioied that
the Norwegian Naval Lttaché in London had personally

interveusd on nhis behalf.

2. Mr. llowinckel took careful note of what I had to
3ay, but did not go further then to state that Dougherty
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ha liorwegian Goveroment

without further communication with His liajesty’'s Govermms

L
i, M, Minigver) »
(Signed) Alvary Gascoigne.

I have, ete.

(For

Right Honourable |
Sir fusten Chamberlain, ¥.G., M.P., '
ty's Principal
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, \
etec., et

Cs, 8tcs. |
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During the Veyage from South Shetlands no shosle of
ViAles were seen nor aLy copepods,

fie ™ left Peter Ist Island on Februery 9t
and met the © at 700 South Latitude ang 920 30
‘@8t Longitude. At 1090 30' “vest Longitude it was
impossible to proceed farther south. The ice thers was

he ship's bulwarks, and there was not

the glightes aing in it, At 122C jest Longitude the
ice forced wegia" to the north west. on February
15tk the ship was at 590 South Latitude and 1270 West
Lougitude and steered to the unorth west towards the Ross
Sea sector. uring that voyage the "lorvegia" sailed
over aress which were quite unicriowd, and some distance

%0 the south of the line which ig marked on charts as

the lce barrier, in a ssa which was named after Roald
Amundsen, According to a wireless message received to-
day the "Norvegia" was yesterday at 50° South Latitude

aud about 1700 West Longitude, seeking Swain's +8land,
conceruing which I reported in my articles on the 25th
and the 26th instant,

As was the case during the voyage of "0dd I" it was
also found this yesr that the waters of the west of the
Shetland Islends are practically devoid of whales and
copepods. Thus the "Norvegia" reports from Peter lst
Igland thet they only met 25 whales in all, blue whales,
finbacks and humpbacks.

The idea of hing a meteorological station

8 is
on gdouvet Island this year .ad to be entirely abandonsd,
but a fresh attempt would be made next year.

-

Fredrikevern, February 26, 1929,




= The Geographical Journal in an article comcerning
“ouvet Islaad produced in No. 6, 1928, maintained ths
i consideration of Captain lorris's decided contentio:
that he discovered Thompson Island in 1825, and on th
basis of tke confimation which Captain Fuller hed given
with regard to the existence of the Island in 1893,

a
=

there was no reasson to aoubt the existence of the Islend.

Lieutenant Commander Re T. Gould, R.N. (retired) came to
a similar conmelusion and meintained this in his recently
published book "Oddities", In that connection Captain
Larsen on the "Horvegia" received telegraphic orders to

make a careful search for Thompson Island and "The
Chimuies" ,

In couformity with these instructions the "Horvsgia"
left Bouvet Island on the 20th December, and cruised
about for 8 daye within an area limited by 40 3&' west

Longitude and 60 17' Zact Longitude and 52° South Latitude

aad 55° South Latitude searching for Thompson Island, but
without result. No land or 8igns of land were observed
in or near the positions given by Horris, Muller end

Gould. It must therefore be taken for granted that what
Horrie saw on December 13th, 1825, and which he believed

to be an island, was nothing but a large capsized iceberg

upod wiich there had fized themselvas 8tones .and gravel
whilst it was aground on the west coast of the Isleng
which we now call Bouvet Island. Similer black icebsrgs

were observed by the "Norvegie" expedition this year, and

Captein M. Halberst Mikkelsen, on Consul Lars Christenssn'e

tankship the "Thor®y", in a letter to the owners written
on board that vessel at sea, 400 South Latitude, dated
Jamuary 9th, 1929, reported that on the way home from
the pack ice his ship passed the position given on the
British Admiralty's charts for Thompson Island and "The
Chimnies", without having seen them. On the other hand
he met several coal black icebergs which at first he
took to be islands. To one of thewm he had eveu given
the name "ThorBy" before he discovered his mistake.

IT Norris and Puller really saw Thompson Island aud
"The Chimpies" in 1825 and 1893 respecuvively, which is
very doubtful, thea the oaly explanation of the disap-
pearance ol the isleand and rocks is that after 1893 they
muet have been swallowed up by a submarine sinking of the

erust of the earth, a deluge, or by a volecanic eruption
similar to that at Krakatau.

LIter these resultless investigations the "Horvegia"
went back to the "Thorshammer" in order to bunker, and
left that vessel on January 4th with Deception Island as
its destination. The "Norvegia" arrived there on
January 23rd, and also during that Voyage scientific
lnvestigations were rede, and she then proceeded to Peter
18t Island which one of Christensen's selling ships,

"0dd I" had visited in the gcason 1926.27, 0n that
island, which was discovered by the Rusaian Circumnavigs -
tor von Bellingshasusen on Jaluary 10th 1921 | the
Norwegian flag was hoisted aad the island taken in to
PosSession in the name of King Heakon VII on February gng
1929, During their stay at the island the weather was |
very bad, and storms and fog rendered thne work difficult,

4.
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TRARSLATION

"Norges Handels og §jbfartstidende”.
(The Horwegian Jourual of Commerce and Shipping.)

February 27th, 1929,

"The area west of South Shetlands practieally devoid
of whales,

"In the Hoald Amundsen's Sea the "uorvegia" saw only
25 whales and no copepods.

"The vessel has been farther south in those waters
than aly other expeditiou. Bouvet Island is not to have
a wireless station this Beason.

"Coal black drifting icebergs which looked surpris-
1.:1{31.3" like islands.

"Thompson Islaud is probably such an "island".

A8 mentioned in the officisl commuuique yesterday,
the "lorvegi " left South Georgia on Jo».mher 18th, 1928,
on its new expedition under the command off Captain Nils
Larsen, who was first officer on ‘the previous voyage.

On the way to Bouvet Island metecrological and
oceanographical investigations were constantly undertaken
by Dr. Olstad's assistant, who went on board in South
Georgia, whilst Dr. Olstad, who wss the sBelentific
leader of the expeditiou, was to Join at Bouvet. He
left for Bouvet Island on Gc*obwl l4th, on board the
fle eting factory "Thorshammer", and on hls arrival went on
board the "Norvegia™, which in the meantime had reached
the meeting place agresd upon. From December 9th to 1&th
a quautity of material belonging to the meteoorological
station was transferred from the "Thorshammer" to the
"HNorvegia". This was finished just before the arrival
of the "Pythia" , another +‘J.t':r.,Ju..s_\: factory belonging to
Christensen, whereupon, a gquantity of materisl was taksnp
from the latter. On December 16 th investigations were
made with regard to a suitable sgpot for the meteorologiecal
station and this work was continmued on the 17th .aud

following days. the results :‘ru that the ouly suitable
spot was found to be Lars Islaid, and doubts were sven

expressed regardinz that. :hb weather was very bad mest
of the time, with storms, fog and high seas. A8 long as

they remained ot the sland wireless comnéetion was very
b-u, a phenomenorn which was 2lso noticeable during tae
"Horvegla's" first voyage. Bouvet appeared to be what
i1g known as "a dead point". During their etay therse
members of the expedition want ashore i Bouvet Island
and also on Lars Island.




his migtalk Th 3 4 i ] i 4
118 mistake, 1118 may possibly be the explanation of
=1 wy e 4 -~ - 3 : = L
LOS mytn C&‘Luf:'l‘l,,.;l_-f;

L : 1e
the ice and
it took a f“-‘- westward to
Peter Ist Is] by aut! hority from
the lorwegiar g upied as Lorwegian
territory. i b gt Island has been made
by other Pow I irst seen in 1821 by a Russian
exXpedition unc e con id of Admiral von Bellinghausen
and later by a Frenchman Charcot, But no one had been on
Shore there before. The island is 9 nautical miles long

L&
in a northerly to southerly direction.

Christenseu sent his

. 'hey succeeded for

3@ to ;L but nobody went
ph

on shore. vever, maps were mede and ot.of'rts;ﬂro taken,
Soundings were made in the vicinity, and by bottom
Scraping a collection was made for S8amples o1 stone which
have subsequently been se eutifically investigated and
deéscribed by Herr Olzaf Auton Broet y BeS05
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(Inclosure to Sir ¥, Lindley's Despateh do. 78, 28+2.29)
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27.2.29,

[n connection with the above report CoLsul
Christersen nas given us the  following complets informa-
tion regarding the expedition,

The "Norvegie", which as will be remembered was
taveraly damaged duriug her last expedition, hes been
lying at South Georgin for repalrs during the wianter
wider the direetion of Larsen, first mate, who is in
command of the vessel on the preaant expedition. In
order te achieve its object, viz., to investigate the
OLLUr“HMDQ of whales off the Falkland Islaids, the
"Norvegin" has a complete sciemtific LQUlmeAt on beard.
thus there are all kinde of instruments for sounding
deep water, for measuring temperatures and for obtaining
saniples of water from the dep thes of the sea. The
sxpedition has paid special attention to securing comple te
obssrvatious of the occurrence of ics and the dirsctiocn

of currents, matters which are of great interest to
wialers. ‘he occurrence of copepods is also of courss of
the greatest importance, sfad whensver there has bezin an
opportunity the lenes in the ice have been entered and
sau;les taken of the cupepods benenth the surface of the
fce, where a8 a rule they are deposited like a brown
layer. here is also on board a complete equipment for

under taking bot tom scrajpidg, aiad thid has besn done

exte .31&91" around Bouvet snd Pcter Ist Island. Accord-
iz to the reports discoveries have bezn made there whieh
Ur. Oletad, who is a Zoologist and was ia South Shetlaias
aiid South Georgia last year, considers to be hitherto
unkiown species. The expedition has twice erossad the
old whaling ares it the Falklands sectlon, and in addi-
tion, has followed the ice for some distance eastwa rd,
south of Bouvet. They have tms undoubtedly made valu-
able observations regarding the ttock of whalcs, observa-
tions waoich in futore will be of great importance for
lorwegian whaling. begides laudiag on Bouvet Island
tiey also went ashore on a little island in the neighbour-
hood which has been given the name Lars Island after
onsul Christeusen's littlie Sou.

A4

,ru~. i;ter g attached to the informatioi that
t able to fiand Thomp: land and
1ough it cruised for nine days, from
th, in the waters where ZEnglishmen
A€ lands lie, and the soundings were
down to 1500 m. without reaching botton. In
this counection it may also be stated that the Captain
gul Christensen's boat "The Thordy", when he
returned home in January, had orders to make his course
according to the alleged position of the islaude, but
he, too, saw Hothing of them, In his report to +uu
owners the Captain of "The Thorty" wrote that he had
observed no islaiids but had several times been deceived
by coal black icsber aud that 1n one case he had

evenl named a large 'Thordy" before he discovered
G 1 1.







aog 10y BRITISH LEGATION
08L0 .
February 26th, 1929,
Sir,
With roference to my telegrams Nos. 7 and 8 of the 1

27th instant, I have the hounour to report that the measage {
published by the official dorweglian Telegraph Bureau in

the evening newspapers of the 26th regarding Peter Ist

Island runs as follows in tranglation :-

"The owners of the 'Horvegia' inform us that ths
vessel left South Georgia on November 8th, 19&8. The
prinecipal objeet of the expedition is to search for
whales and in that connection make observations of ice,
currents, the temperature of the water, the appearance
of whale food aloug the ice and within the water chanuels,
make notes of all whales seen, take soundings, etc.

Trawls will be lowered aud collections made fer scientific

examination,* The leader of the expedition is Dr. 0Ola
Olstﬂd-

"The ship first sailed across the Falkland Sesctor
and thereafter followed the ice and in the new whaling
area sQuth aud east of BLouvet, & mumber of landings
were made ou the Islend, ~fterwards the ship searched
the waters in which Thozpson Island and "The Chimnies"
are marked as lying, It is the opinion of the expedition
that neither of these two exist.

"Thence the ship took a more goutherly coursa over
the Palkland Sector to South Shatland. The course then
was led to Peter Ist Island, which was occupied for Norway
on February 2nd. Thence the ship penetrated into the
pack ice as far as 70° South Latitude, from which point
she worked her way westward until about the edge of the
Rose Sea Bector at 1400 West Longitude.

"The ship hae apparently sailed over unknown arcas.

The area where Peier Ist Island lies has been christened
Roald imndsen's Sea,

"The snip is now lookiug for the mysterious Swain's
Island, or Dougherty, which is Supposed to have besn
obgerved several times but which it hae uLot been possible
to rediscover."

2. I have the honour further Yo trausmit translations
of two articles from the Ldolweglan press on the subject
----- of the Ieland. The first article, which appeared in the
Shipping Gazette last iizht, ie written by the well-known
authority ocn arctic research, lir, Bjarne Aagaard, It
will be seeu from this article that very few whales wers
observed by the "Horvegia" ‘quring her cruise, The
gecond article is from "Pidens Tegn" of yesterday ang

The Hight Honourable
Sir Lusten Chamberlain, KeGo, 1.P,,
His Majesty's Principal Secretary
‘ of State for Foveign Affairs,
: London.

1.
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No, 320, Sritish Legation,
- ™ o/l en T

(.1 .8-149/9_.'/u‘-} U LO.

Jlt‘, ¥
2 » - 3 o (» { I
LLh reference to uy despateh No.188 of the 29tn
8y last I have ine honour to report that an interview vith |
|
rs Lars Chrislensen on the subject of the Porthggqlng eruise H
g
S TRt s s . ¢ " " . b
of his ghip "Korveg zia" in the Antacrtic was published in the !

Norwegian "Shipping Gezette" laat night, ur. Christensen 1is )

reporied as having ststed that the "Norvezia™ was now lying

in South Georgis, and that the "Thor I was leaving Norway

tomorrow with the crew of the "Norvegia" on board,and that the

I amer™, wulh Gaptalr Hliser--Larsen and Mr.Lutzcw--Holm
and their flying machines was lsaving the day after, It is
£ o & o e -3 oy TN s B Y e U T o 0 rahammantt &
rritendad that € LOIVE i A SH00uLld meat the Ltnoranammer at
3y * 3 +

land and take on board the Ilying mechines and act as
their mother-ship. The "Worvegie" and thes sirmen would help
aptain Bull in the "Thorstamner" as long as it was desirable,

but es soon as C

yialn Wils Larsen and the "Norvegia" had
obtained their objecti, it was intended that the "Norvegia"

8hould fellow the ice Larrier right round the Antartic basin,

2. It was reckoned that the voyage would take about
four months. vapter Rllser=-Llarsen would undertake thse
sclentific wor it¢h would include investigstions regarding
the 1ce, the ocesn currents, the vemMperature of the ses and

Lhe presence of whale food along the ice and within the open

baysS.....

Right Honourable
Arthur Hend-rson, M.P.,

His laje

8Ly's Principal Secretary of State
for Forelign AF?Slra

LODON ,
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“ith rafsrence to my lseret despateoh l
S 3_7/“70 Dominions Ne, 313 of the 10th July, 1 have the
noneur te tranmmit, for the infowmation of Hie
éﬂﬁ;_ﬁﬂﬂﬂ—é¥z!‘!' dajesty's Govermment 4n the Union of south Afrion,
the seosmpanying copy of s despatch from lile
Hajesty's Ninister at Csle regarding » propoesd
Norwegian axpedition te ths Antareotie.
i huve Lthe honour to be,
gdr,
Your most obediemt,

humble servant,

TH? RINILT™N OF RAITER KAl APFAING,

‘31”.\ OF LOUT 0 &‘FIC&.
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Far ByxapSs mad S | 2 £
N 2325 1804/30 ). NCRWEGIAN LIGATION,

¥o. 56/1929. 1e 9 mai, 1529,
Nonsieur le Ministre,
D'ordre de mon Gouvernement, j'ai 1'honneur
de porter & la connaisgance de Votre Excellence
e 1'1{1e de Jan ¥ayen, par Décret Royal du 8 mei |
1929, 2 ét& soumise A la sguveraineté de la
Norveéze.
L'autorité de police dans 1'fle est exercée
par le chef de la station météorolozioue.
Veuillez azréer, Monsieur le Ministre, les
assurances de ma plus haute considération.
(8igné) BPB. Vogt.
The Right Honourable
Bir Austen Chemberlain, K.G., P.C.,




"
& i

sk i

January 1l4th, 1830.

I have the honour to inform you that, in the
Kinz of Norway's Speech opening the Btorting on the
13th instant, His Majesty mentioned that Jan Mayen
Ipland had besan taken under Norwegian sovereignty
by Royal Proclam=tion on #ay 2Ath laat,.
24 To-day the Minist:zr of Socinl Affairs

introduced into the Odelsting a Bill proposing that

)

Norwegian Municipal law, Criminal law and lawe on

C

Judiecinl procedure shall be applied to the new Norwegian
poasrcasions of Bouvet aznd Jan Mayen Islancs, It
provided, however, thnat with regard to the judicial
procedure laws, the King is empowered to introduce

such modifications as are necepsitated by the conditions
obtaining, whilst His Majesty is also empowered to make
regulations for carrying out the legislation in force.

I have, etc.,

{(SGD.) Charles Winzfieid,

Right Honourable

Arthur Henderson,

-
His Majesty's

s es

Principal Secretary

of Btate for Joreimn Affaire,
London,
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52220 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23, 1929,

e
AN ISLAND oF /1[I L
B

EXPEDITION'S RETURN
FROM BOUVET.

WHAT DID THEY
" FIND?

| DIFFICULTIES OF LANDING, |
|

Bouvet Tsland, which lies some 1,800
miles 4o the south-west of Cape Town,
has always been associnted with some
m:.;;a ?:d other, '
e In query concerning the place

is grlupl the moxt interesting of :ll.
hy “has Bouvet Island  suddenly
its external appearance? To-
day 1t respmbles an 1webergy for which it
might eosily bs mistaken but for the |
fact that it never moves ! !
No land whatever is visible along its |
enuttimnothh but jce,

i
Bt 9 |

) i to ba mountain-

ous and ice-capped over the greater part

of its uspur surface.  But the steep

black cliffs, with glacisrs running down

::kﬂﬁ.m: here [uud llm'oa y mﬂm
al mgns of terra-firma,

bleak and inhospitable.

EXPEDITION THAT FAILED,

ALone

About two yeurs ago the German survey
ship Meteor also visited the island, and
found similar signs of Iond.  Both expedi.
tions, y reported that it was most
difficult to ﬂ;ﬂ’m o safe hpd‘:!ug on m;
v B mon was invarinbly rough an
no_natural harbour of any sort existed.

Notwithstanding: this ﬂfmmﬁm, how-
over, the enterprising whaling firm, Byrde
]nld Dahl, of Sandefjord, Norway, decided

to couple’ motearological (nvestigations with
| their first whaling activities in this isolated
(part of the South Atlintic.  For the
whalers Houvet was merely to bo a ren-
déxvous for tha mustering of the whaling
floet ; for the meteorologival experts it was
"to_be » homa for at loast a year.
Fortunately for Byrde and Dabl the
' whaling season  has extraordinarily
saccesaful. In two woeks alone 4,000 tons
of oil was securod, which s now on its
way to Rotterdam, But the meteorological
expedition, as already reported, has ended
in complata failure, and the disappolnted
who reached Cape Town from
vot about two weeks ago are now
bomeward-bound to Norway,

QUESTIONS UNANSWERED.

What did they find at Bouvet ]Illnd‘
and why did they welurm so quickly?
These were the questions one expected
thess pgentlemten to answer during thair
few hours' stay in Cape Town. Bui no,
They had receive:d mﬂe instroctions Lo
say nothing about migsion of dis.
appointment to the island of mist and
iystery. J




British Legation,

Oslo,
No, 61, 20th February, 1930,
Bir, 'ﬂ
y
With reference to my despatch No.9 of the 14th {

ultimoe I have the honour to report that the Dill proposing
vhat Norwegian Civil lew, criminal law and lswe on
Judicisl procedure shall ve applied to Bouvet and Jan
iayen islands wes adopted unanimously by the Odeleting

on the l4th instant without debate.

2. According to "Tidens Tegn", Jan Mayen Ieland
will, by the terms of this Bill, become an integral part
of the Kingdom in the same manner as Spitsbergen. Rouvet
Island, however, is to be considered as a Norwegian
poseesslon, and in this connection "Tidens Tegn" points
out that it 1s therofore not untransferable("uavhendeligh").

3. The Bill will now, in accordance with the
usual procedure, be laid vefore the Lagting, after which,
if it is passed Ty that bvody, it will be submitted for

the Royal assent.

i have, ete,,

(8d.) CHARLES WINGFIELD,

The Right Honourable
Arthur Henderson, Ii,P,,
His Majesty's Principal becretary of State
for Foreig Affairs,

etc., etc., etec.
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Lindasa A M,
¥Rk, Seoretary of State [oi

AV Binister of xterwal Mialre.

eare T-“L & result of pmegotiaticne eonduet@®d with the

Lorwerian Govermmen t the inetance of Hin ) njepty's
LI : vy 2 rnectad tht h sorwepian
= " _ € :
Vg ' 1, Wwrily reecpinie the '.\11""::._:: ty of
dle Majosty osver Utte Vexdrup laland(s) (Vertnin

~Baands in vangdiw sretie seetor dise vered by
“apiadn. Bverdrup me leader % the second Rorwegian
LAT Sxpediiion 1686-1 W) hen they hawve vone so
it ig Proposed o ingiruet His ¥gjeoty's Minissesr &t ~
40 %o address a nete ta Norwegdin Hinlater of Foreign A
intimating that regognition by His Majeonty's Governmen |
in the United Kingugwm of Nerwe ian 01%1 ienty over Jan
saycn doland (Lee Hy despatzh of 17%h ¥oebruanry
ounindens Ul vonfidentind unad Subseauent sorrespondence ),
This dcland which lics Letween leelund and Ypitzbergen was
Uivcover:d by » Hritish SubJeot 1w 1607 but has hitherto
OUEn regarded as s torrs nuiliusg,
“ommonweslth of Australia 144. New Loaland 133,
nion of South Africs ill (al®e ? sent tp v)

drish Free State,




Y 17th, 1925 #89-12 are to

Jan Mayven,
o -1 the memorandum contained in ny despatch

A\ NE g ~ i
JIO.L.-:." Gl

the 29th ultimo, I have endeavoured to

explaein tl

48 nautre of the Norwegian Courts referred

to above, I need only add that a "Byfoged"® is & S.ex:

-

vwiiope dutiee are often extensive, inecluding those of =

neyor in goze of the smaller towne as well ag maglisterial

ones.
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WO, e84, DTFTALT TTAAMT A
P:.I_Iui. AlhilrAl ‘O.n,
0SLO,

October 21lst, 1930,
Sir,

With 0 T f_:.'}U:l:T.\, SN0, 83 of Karxch
18th Yast, I hav 2 ] T 10 transmit to you herewitn
a cor: g Lol Lo ende" of the 8%h instant
containiy Royal Resclution reopseting the adninistra-
tlon ¢ £ aven lelan y ~0OF ! h i foalc <ng i 8
translation: -

Boyes 2.1
1 The "Eysselmenn "in 8valbard shail provisiunally
serve ap "fvesslioaan" for Jan May e,
" ik i The extent of ths duties of the " seelmany’

on Svalbard in law No.1ll of July 17th, 1925 (please mes

8ir ¥rancis Lindleyts despatch No, 170 of June l8th, 16235.
III. The "Lagmannsrett" for the Trome "Lagsogn"

shall for the present be the Lagmamnngrett for Jan Mayen,
IV, Jan Mayen constitutes & separate 'Domegogn',

ihe business which by law belongs to the

"Herreds" end Byretter" is allocated for the present to

the office of the Tromah "By fogad",
s
-=AC
Right ornioural
Arthur he: Y, A2
*ra fadant vl o Bydvndnnl o .
22 B g 1V e rTrincipel .:r.‘(:!t:t':k.*‘:p' of Btate
. | -
relgl .’_:‘_."--1."';
Lenden.



In accordance with the law respeoting Courts of

(=)

Justice of Aupust 13th, 1915, Norway is divided into &
nurber of "Lagdommer® (Circuits) one for each "legmainsgs
rett" of Assize Court., This Court consists of three OF
more judges snd tries civil or criminal cases naving,

when the law so directs, the assistance of a Jury OT of

lay associnte~judges {lagrette or "Domgmenn"). The
WLapdommer" in their turn are divided into "lagoogn”

which may be different for criminal or civil cases. IN
guch "Lagsogn" there are One Or mMOTe assize towns where the
Maosmennsrett” eits at gpecified dates.

The kingcdom is also divided into "Domseogn,
aach corresponding to a Rural or Urban Court (Herreds or
mprett.) waol "Domssogn" either constitutes & "Tinglagh
or is oplit up into two Or more *Tinglag" either for
ocriminal cases or for civil ones, OT for both, In each
#7inrlag" one or more spete are fixed for the rural or
urban courts on fixed dates. In ordinary cases wiich
somes before these courts only one judge will sit, but Le
can be nssisted ty "Domsmenn®(lay associate judges) in

thoge oriminal or civil ceses in which the law provides

In every commune there are one OTr more Conciliation
Councile. XRach such Council consists of three Conciliators

and as mary substitutes, They meet on fixed days at &

£

fixed gpot, generally at least once & month, They can,

hwowever, meet on other detes and &t other places,




1

l‘l., . j‘ﬁ“”"‘- TalanAd {4

Juvel lsland constitutesm a geparate

Domssogn, The business which ty law belongs to the
Herreds and Iyretter is allocated for the present to
tlie Oslo Urban Court,

"The stipulations contained in the lay
reaspecting Svalbard of July 17th, 1926 89 ¢ to 12,
(please gee fir Francis Lindley's despatch lio.170 of

June 18th, 1925) are to apply mutatis muteniis to

Bouvet Islang,"

2. I enclose herein a memorandum in which I have
endeavoursd to explain briefly the nature of the

Norweglan courts to which reference is made in the
atove paragraphs and the esreas in which they exercise
Juriediction.

I have, etc,,
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September 20th, 1930,

Biv,

With reference to my despatch No.83 of ilarch
18th last dealing with legzislation providing for the
application of Norwegian law to Bouvet Island, I have the
honour to inform you that the issue of the "liorsk
Lovtidende" dated the 22nd instant contained the text of ‘

@ Royal Regolution of the 19th instant, of which th

following is a translation:-

"nys

Royal Regolution.

wi. The Depvartment of Commerce takes over the

aedminiestration of Bouvet Islend. The authority devolving
upon the "Fylkesmann" (Superior Authority) under the

Kingdom'e lecislation shall in the cape of Bouvet Islend

be exercised Ly the Department of Commerce.
"II, The dutisg of the Chief Constalile (Chief of the

Police) on Bouvet Island are eallocated to the Departme:rt

fe lagmannsrett for the 0Oslo Iegsogn shall
& 3 O
~or the present be the lagmannsrett for Rouvet Island,

“IV.

CIPAL SHCRETARY OF STATE
T

5
FCR ¥ U':T'“ sH

L'l r...‘b.'....‘u,

LOA\ .L]rJ,u. .
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11 DEC 1930

Lohbin g i o LEDTTTTPTIN

Bir,

In cormaotion with oy despatioh Jaminiens
ho.ﬁi“ of tomday's dat=s regarding the adsinistration
of Bouvrel and Jan Nayss Islsnde, I have the hepour to
favite refersnces to Lovd Fasefisold's Confidentiald

N 37/” 70 deagpateh Dozinions No, 088 of the 15th April, 1930,
I have the hansur to be,
dtr,
Your nost ohedient,
hushle servant,
IBli 4 4 o HHAL AFVAIYS

BEI1GE v OUTH AVRIGA.
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19th November 1930.

The Miniatry for Foreign Afifsirs.

Monsieur le Chargé d'Alfsires,

In & note of the 18th instant you were 80 Z0od &8
to state that His Briteanic Mejesty's Government recognises
Norway'e sovereisnty over Jan Mayen Island.

I heve the honour, while acknowledging the receipt
of your note, to ask you to convey To your Government the
thanks of the Norwegian Government for their friendly attitude
towards Norway, which has found exprogsion in the above-mentioned

recoanition.

o

I avail myself, ste.
(For the Minister of Foreign Aifairs)

(85c,) AUG. BSMARCH,

Mr. Xenneth Johnatone,
T R Y it 2 ATALfPadTran
[,B.M. Chorzé d'Affaires,

4
etc., ato., otc.




BRITISH LEGATION

Copy
‘r C'S.LU.
i Ho.128 18th November 19320.

Monsicur 1e Minictre d'Etat,

As Your Excellency is doubtleze awure, on May 9th, 1929
the Norwesian Minister in London addressed a note to His
Mujesty's Prineipal Secretary of State for foreign Affairs,
announcing that, by 2 Royal Decree dated May 8th Jen Maren
Island had been placed under Norwegian sovereignty.

I now have the honour by direction of His Majesty's
Secretary of State for TForeign Affuirs to inform Your
Excellency that His Majesty's Govermment in the United
Eingdom have tak%en note of this Decree and formally recognise
Norwezian sovereignty over Jan Mayen Island.

I am instructed to add that, His Majesty's Government
not havip 7 been informed of the grounds on which Norwegian
Sovereisnty was extended to Jan Mayen Island, their
recognition of that sovereignty is accorded indepsndently of
and with all duo reserves in regard to the actual grounds on
which the annexation may have been baged.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you,
Monsieur Jje Ninistre d'Etat, the assurance of my highest
consideration.

(Spd.) XENNETH JOHNSTONE,
Son I“:cellence

Eonsieur J.L. Mowinekel ,

&

etec,, etc., eto.
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ar,

I have the hmwur to state, for the
information of /lls Yajesty's Govermment in the Unien
of Douth Africa, that Mie NMajesty®s Winlater st Osle
has reported that Norwegianm soverelgnty over Peter I
Island was proclaimed at o Cabinel Council hald at
valio an Lha labt Nay.

I have the hanur Lo b,
ir,
four most chedient,

huzble Sarvant,

THE MISISTER OF METURNAL AVFLIRS,
UNLION OF SUTH APRICA.




Y 'L‘ b OUPLIDATE

mlng roet.

5 360 |
18 JUN 1931 !

LR L RN T T Y]

2 7 NAY 1971,

REQ
o e

aoir,

in camnection with ny despateh ‘ireulias
e B0.93 ot today'a date, rogarding the preclmmetiam
of Nerwegian sovereignty over Peter 1 lsland, I have
the honmr to invite reflerence 4o Lord Passficld's
_ ssoret despateh Deminieme Nes 318 of the 10th July,
> 37/:! 20
1929,

L have the henour to be,

sir,

lowr mout obediemt,

tambl o sorvant ,

(igned) J. H, THOMAS

AU ULNLGTIER OF KL UIAL AFFALES,

URLON OF SWTH AFRICA.




2 JUL 1531
seds “Nlnﬂx s

ar,
I have the hauour G0 trunsadt, for the
information of Hlo uajesty’s Govermment in the Undon

/ of Louth Afriea, the sccemmaaying coplon of Treety
Gt 3675 oried Paper Ho.dd of 1681 (Cudy 3075 ), containing the

text of notes exchanged letween (ils imjewty's Covernsent
in “emade and the Yomwegiun Covermwent, on the Bth
Angust, and the Uth Tovenber, 1950, regrding soverelignty
over the Ctte Jverdrup Ielande,
’ ub de  Further doplus are Deling sent by Lileesy
Wyj" deepstoh,

.Thnwmmtoho.

'Ym;" [ b -
g i s { - Oledd
Doy 17 - i
/0’7*" hibleo servant,
‘ (Signed) J, H. THOMAS

oin KENTOTRR OF EUTRNSAL APWAILS,

Y APRECU

LGN OF 20U%a .
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T NINISTER OF
UNIOR OF

/9,

165/, 4
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| 1Y Dewning Street,

RECD @G ¢ 5
i (A& @ 30 JUN 1981
22 JUL.1331

Erasss i Ll L LLL T EL TS T

e

Sirp,

Iin connaxion with sy Cirecular despatoh As
oe 1 ) ep today's date vegarding sovereignty over the
Otte Sverdrup Islande, I have the honour to invite
referonce to ny seeret despateh Wo.478 of the lst
December, 1950, on the subject,

2, This despateh ies Deing sent to the
commonwealth of Austrulia No,2 S0 dew zealand Nos 18
the Union ef South Africa 39;1534 and the Irieh Free
state Wo. 148

I have the honour to be,
gir,
Your most obedient

humble servant,

Bigned) J, H. THOMAS

EXTERRAL AFPAIRS,

. F T PITI SAOTMA
UTH AVRICA,

Sou
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i4th Jvanuary, 1932,

Your Hxcellency,

With referance
¢oncerning Rouvet Island, I has

Execellency that

Chemberlain in a nocte, dated
Norwepgian expedition to the

[ H il V¥ syr et a3l Y y
Norvegia" had Dbet

to the enquiry of
ve the honour to
sian Minister info
the

Scuth

the list

inferm Your

Augten

rmed Sir

19th January, 1928,

Atlantic in the

to takoe possgesgion for

of any new land which might be found, and that the master of
3 117r W 1 % ¥
the "Norvegia" had occupied Bouvet Island on the lst December,
1527, establiched a depot there and hoisted the lorwsgian 1.lag.
¥ i kot e A Yar Q3 1% e O O i 1Y +va
e The statsment msade Ty 8ir Auvsven Ul berlain in the

of the 15th ¥February, in which

(4]
b
ct
[
bt

nited Kingdom replie
them of the existence of z pri
2l) their rights.

Noverber 18928,

e A 4 £ 5 39 SRt

ITglend in favour of Norvay.
1 %y aed a - T o 4 1a
% o Furener 1 Aave uiae

Novembopr, J1Y<H,

Py
19th

- ST
< » y eurinu G !
onslieu A de Fleuria 1Tty ¥,
b~ vt o <+ o
v, , QLL.,;, Guwl,

or Britigh claim

however,

Quostion and Answer, in

1'1

referred, was based on &

His HMa] Goyvernment in

ety
Norwegian Government, informing

und

+ - = A |
form 11y

after v careful revie

regard to tho friendly relations

,'
o
o
=

}
€
(=]
c+

i

3
| =~ ]
cF
-
b
3
)

ct
=

]

ch

o

(=]

Houge of

secretary of .JL...\.L"'

C. HOWARD SuITH,
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Le 20 le. quegtion des droits

-

& la possegsion de 1'Ile Bouvet avait fait l'objet
d'une déclaration du Becryidtaire d'Htat pour les Affaires
Etrangdres & la Chambre des Communes.

+

Le Gouvernement frangais désirerait, si cela

ait possible, connaftre 1l'état de cette question,




20 FER.1932

TR PR LA R ALY

sir,

| With reforense ¥ Mr, Am v dmvpatoh
g "-I’?l"7 . NPy Amary e

v

: sonneated sgrrespandense, [ have the bonour %o rehenit
l'l'"a -‘Mll

for the infermtion of Hir kajecty's GCovermmant in the

Panirlene Bo, 088 of the flst Nevenber, l9fd, snd

Jnnas z
Union of Ssuth Afvies, the assospanying espy of & nove
fron ' he | ressh . mhasasler coreerning souvet island,
toxsther with & gopy of the nots sent to the rench
smbasesdor Lz reply.
have the hommr S0 he,
Sir,
Tony sort obedient,
ham:ie rervamt,
L \‘f
(D

w 5 l;.r'_. P OF BETERRAL Wl lilﬁ'.

Uil & TR AS1GA,




MINUTES (continued).
24.1.28,Desy. from S of * Doms, No, 39,CONF,

a de. 40, SECHEY,

7. 3. ')al do 114. S‘CIET.
2:{.. 3.25. do Iqsochr{ET.
3'.).4. ?B. do 223.QECFET.
29.6.28, do 327. SECRET.
26.9.28, do. 486. SKECRET,
6. ll. 28. do 525. SECRET!
21.11.28. do. BE5

do do. SECRET,
30.11.28 sal-c do. - BB8
18,12.28 do. 591 tonf.
10.7.29, _ do e 313. Secret 2
18.9.29 "'do- 441 "

1'.’.1:..60 d.:an gl Conf. DO:&B.

6.5.30 do. Doms. No. 122, Conf.
15.4.30 do. Conf .Doas .No . 225,
2.8.30 Tel, from S. of S. No. 111 Secret.
18.11.30 Despatch from 5. of S. No. 601.

18.11.30 Despatch from S, of S Doms. No. 602 Conf.

1.12.30 -do~- No. 471.

dec. -do - No. 472 Secret.

24 .12 .30, o= No. 505.

18.3.31 -do= Cir. desp. A. llo. 60.

27.5.31 R N T 93.

do. -l =- U4 Segre s
30.6.31 ~do= A0

wdioe ~do~  No. 194 Secret.,
28.1-5‘ "du-' Cil‘- ..Q.a HO- lﬁ.




