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~io~oi:nnwut. I 111ust nw1Lit their reply. I C'ertf\iuly did 110~ wish 1.ro nl~ow the 
moufont to ~10001110 a. SC'r1oug obgtaele t.o our frim1dly r<'lo.t1on1:1 mtcl if in. reply 
the Norwcg_iru1 Govol'lluwnt made propos11ls for Cl friendly nct·o111motlnt1011, [ 
woulil ccrtamly exo.mine them i11 the mo~t friendly spirit. 

I am, &c. f A 111.1 
AUSTl~N CHAMBER J L,. 



..JJ!!s _ _!!ocumcnl is the Propcrt) of lfis Britannic ~1djt:sly's Go\ernmcnl. 

WR8TEHN EUROPE. 

!'ONFIDENTIAL. { 

[W 1898/ 532/ 50 ) 

February 28, rn28. 

S'ICTION f . 

(:i\o. !Ii.) 
Sir, 

Sir A 11sten C/1<1.-mberlain to Sir F. /;inrU1 y (Uslo). 

Fm·r iy11 () JJice. /"rlmw 1·y 28, 19!!8. 
'Pll I~ .~orwcgian M inistcr enlled upon Ill(' to-cln~· hy nppoint1111•11t. 
li e i-;n1~ l that. lie wns i,;hortly returning to Norwity nncl woulcl he g lncl to J,now 

what lw 1111gltt 1-1ny 11po11 the suhj!'ct of Bouvot h d1111cl. 
I 1 old 1\1. Vogt t hut wo C'lnimccl it in right of t1lll' formal postiesRio11 which was 

talH1 11 of 1111' i!-llancl hy Uaptnin Norrb in 18'..W whe11 111• hoiRIC'd till' Bri t.ish fl ng n.nd 
took pos1·w;:i-ion in th<' n1111w of I<ing GNirg<' I V. gx1 mdH from hiH log giving nu 
ll(·(·o1111 t of tlw itwident hnd b<'ei1 nnblislwd by Sit· .Jnmct'l HosR in 1847 and t h e 
island hncl lu•<•n ~in111 as British in 1·ecent editions of tlw "Afri"n l'ilot," published 
hy the• Ad111imlt~·· Fur1lwr. fo1· sen-ml 111ontl1s past 1wgotintio11R bud been 

\
iro<'e<'di11g between tlw Colonial OtliC'e nnd n NonH~inu Slmling <·0111p1111y ruuned 
ln1m1usse11 for thl' grant to the 1•ompnny by H is 1\lojnsty's Uornrnnu•nt of nn 

cx:c·lui;iv" lkerwc to oceupy Bo11Yct nnd 'l'hompf:OU hlnnds for whaling purposes. 
This li1·1'll<'<' hail been i-<ig111~cl :-.onw lirnP ago by Hn .. mu:;i;<'n 1111d luul only heon 
awaiting thi> "ignatme of tht• Secretary of State for tlw ColoniPs. who was nt tho 
tinw nh.:C'nt on his tour. ThP lie:P11ee had sinco hc<.'n issued. I must ho 
p<'rmitted to sn~ thnt, in 'iew of tlw notoriety of om· P)nim. I hnd le>arue<l 
with :--urpri"f' 1u11I n·b'l'<'l that the> No1·wci..rin11 no,·Prnment lmd authorised the 
01•c•u pal ion of tlw island n 11cl t ht> hoii-t i ng of t hf' ~ orwPginn tlug without 
prior com111unicntion with His ~fnjesty',._ OovPmment. If I ni;i:;11mccl, n~ I 
11111:-;1 11::.sn111l', that thP Norn·f'{.!inu (ioH•m1111•11t thought t hey had goocl grounds 
fo1· dit-JHll 111g our 1•lni111. I i-houhl ha\'t• st1ppos1'cl 1hnt, in 11111 frii•mlly rPlntion~ 
{'Xi ... ting hel \\l'(.'11 us, tbPy would l\1 }(•fiill b:t\'l' l'Olllllllllli1·:1l1'd wilh llS hPforn 

t aki 11g :u·tion. ]·~' idPntly they lmd hnd I he mntt C'I' 11111IPr 1•011sicl1•rnt ion for 
t;o1111• ti111P, sii11•<1 WI' \\l'H' told llrnt lhcv lrnrl 1·11rpf11llv e.x11mi11t>d it and that the 
01•1•1111:11 ion had li11e11 8nJ1C't io1w11 hy the 'For11ign Affnir~ Co111111itt1•ri nml J>nrlinuwnt 
of ~ onrny. 'rh is p11 f1J iP 1wt io11 c·ou Id not h11 t 111:1 l,l' a frit•tully S<'I t IP11 u•11 I of our 
diff1·n•111·1• 111111'}1 mon• diflii·ult. I 11111:-;t, hmwH•r, nwnit. t,hr 1•xpl1111al1io11 which the 
Norw1•gia11 Om·,·rn111P11t. would douhtlPsS offer of t.lw grounds m1 whi1•h thPy held 
our 1'!111111 to h<' i11Ynlitl lwforc I ~ni<l nnything morP . 

. M. Vogt oallt·d 111y nttm1tio11 to tlw fn<'I that t lw N11rwt>gi1u1 Om·ern111c•nt hnd 
1111 t horiew<l the mnst11r of the ·· ~ oryegi:t " to I uku poss1•ssim1 for N ol'wny of any 
1ww lund lhnt might he fou11<l, nml had tlw11 l'l'C'l1 i,·cd n tcl1•grnm from him that he 
hnd ocN1pied 131111H•t l slnnd. 1 replied thnt it \\ ould hnvc s1·0111<.><l uaturnl on 
rncPipt: of this t<1IPgnu11 tl11tt tho Norwogia11 GoH•rument should ha,·<· telegraphed 
AAd11g tJmt this wns not new lnud hut n llriti~h possPssion, 1uh·isi11g the mnster 
uot to show too much zMI nml dirt•<'ting him to Plear out of Bouvet li-lancl ns 
quiekly as po~s1blc. 

M. Vogt could not giw me ofiicinll~· any infor111atio11 a;;. to the• grounds of 
the N01"H'gin11 Gon•rnment's claim, but he said thnt thoy hnd hocn looking into 
tlw nrntt<>r in the J,cgntion (Incl tho.t they hnd c•omc to the \lonclusiou that the 
islnnd of" liich Cnptafo Norris took po:s:.Pss1011 was not Bonwt Island nt nil hut 
'l'homptmn lslnnd. lJ" further n.•marke<l tlmt he did not know whr•ther this was 
the ~ro1111d t:tk<'n hy hi:s Government or" lwth1•r th<'y disputed our posflession on 
tlw ground thnt it had not been made cffcctiYe. Jfo said thnt n olnim to sul'h nn 
island ns tlH• Jslt• of \Vight could oln·iously not be s11 tuined after 100 yt>nris if 
nothing had het>n done to 111nkP it ctfocti,·e. It might hf' argtt<'d thnt the I.lam e 
rule 1•ould not nppl~· to nu A11tnrct1c blnud of tl1e ch11l'ILCl1•r of Bouwt l:,,la11d. b u t 
a gnod dcnl might he isni<l fr0111 the point of vit>w of intPnmti1111nl law on thi~ 
i-;11hj1'(•t. 

I 101<1 l\J. Vogt thnt I nt least eoul<l i:my 11othi1114 more• in respolll:i<' to a mere 
JH'rH0111tl hypot ll<'sii> by himself a:s to tlw poRsilil<' nwtiws of the Norwegian 

l!1[• I t•o-IJ 



UUNSI.t§'ION, 

1'!.IB R(l'{.iJ. 110RWEul.AN li!llIST'Etl 
FO:l .ll i:l..".tEIGN Ali'.11'AIRS. 

Monsieur lo llini~tro , 

OSLO, 

l15th February, 1928. 

I have the honour to aoknowlod{Se with thanks 

the reooipt of your Note cf tho l.3th instant (No. 48) , 

with enclosurao, rege.rding the "Norvogia• expedition 

to the Ante.retie. I note that Hie :Srito.nnio Majeot:" s 

Government, in connection with the authority whioh the 

Norwegiar. Gov~rnment have given to the Captain of the 

•Norvegia• e~edition to take in posoeoeion in the name 

cf the King o! Nort;ay a.rv land not hithorto occupied, 

rove deemed it c1.ee!ra.ble to TCl!'.ind the Norwegian Govern­

ment of the d!eouesione in regard to those regiono which 

took pl.l;\oe at the Imperial Oonterenoe in London in 1926, 

and to oend the Nor.:cgia.n Govorruent e. oow of the 

•su.mma.r,y of ProoeedinGe" of that Con!'erenoe, which 

publication containo on pageo 33 to ~' n liat of the 

reg1ona in the Antarctic which the British Govarnoont 

consider e.o o cmiing under :?ri ti oh ooveroignty. I t'urthe.r 

rema.rk tbat th.a Fri t!ah Governmont: e motive in this 

oonnection is to ~void the riok o! oompl.ioations Griaing 

as a. reoul.t of a.?Y ~eta which the QXl>Odition might 

perfcrm, in igncrnnoa of tho existenoo of a Brit1eh titl.e 

to regions ~hich are dealt wi th in the ~~ovo mentioned 

rape-rt cf the Imperic.l Conference in London , ~d I shall 

net fail to rave tho expedition u.d.o aoqua.intod therewith. 

I ave.i l tey' eel.f , et o. 

li'-:-r the l.Uniotc.;r for Foreign Affair l1 

{ S d) AUG . ES .. JillCll . 

The Honoura.'blo 
Si T Francia Lindley, 

H. B.J.i .lHniater, 
otc., etc . 1 etc . 

, 



-

question. 'l'ho motive o-r t..i.ie oo.IJllllunioation 1e norely 

the deoire to avoid tho r1ak of oollll'l1oatione &rising •• 

a reoul t of any aota w1£iah ray be :portoroed by the 

6X:pod1tion in ignorar~oe or the extetenoe ot a E1•it1sh 

titlo to the nreae re~erred to in the l:mper1&1 Oonferenoo 

! a.va il ~·e:self of this c:.pportWlity to r~aew 
to you, l!on i:. .'..a"J.'t' ls l~in.tetre, th~ aDau.rn.noe of J7V 

h!~,hoet coneiuer~tion. 

(Si gned.) F.0 . LDiDIXI. 

Gon Rr.oellencc 

Koneieur lo Profc&eour Edv&:Bul.l , 

u!niatrs dca Affa1rce Etra."lg~ros , 

Ofllo. 

---•I v--• 



:Enclocoure t o .3ir :::? . J. i ndley' R de1:1patoh •o . 99 

14/2/1 928 . 

llono i c ur le M1n1stre , 

~ritiBh Lel!&tion, 

Oslo, 

February 13th,1920 . 

I have the honour to inforr.i Your Execllenay 

in n.ccord~nco with inetruotione reooived from His 

Ml.1.jest:r ' a :rrincipa.l Seoreta.ry of Stato for ForeiCTil 

Affa i rs 
1 

that His :1aj estyt s Government, ha"Ting 

lenrnt from the Ntr.rwo~ian lliniater in London that 

the Oa-pta.in of the 11Norvegia." hae beon au·thor i~ed , 

in the couree of the present expedition to th9 

J..nta.rotio , t o hoiet the Ncrwegian f'lae on any la.nde 

whioh he ooneidere to telone t~ no other potrer , 

deem it deeira"cle to remind the Uorwegian Govern­

uent of the discussions in regard to those r eg ions 

w'hioh took plaoe at the :tnwer ial. Con!'erenoe held 

1n Lo ndon in 1926. An account of these dieoueeiona . 

is contained i n the :published Summary of Prooeed-

1ncs1 J>ar es 33 e.nd. 34 , a oopy o f Whioh I have t he 

honour to tranSLlit to Your Exoellenoy herewith . 

2. Sir Austen Ch!lmberlain desires me 

to 1nforr:i Your Exoellenoy t hat nothinC is further 

from t he mi nd of H 111 1'aj esty' e Gover nn;ent than to 

belittle the objects ot t he Norwegian Expedit ion 

er to reRtrict their ecOJ>e; on the contrary, they 

ree;a.rd t he undertaking ae freah evidenoe o! 

Norwegian ente~riee in the field of exploration 

and r esear ch, and look forward to ite reeUlte which 

will be cf great value in addinc to the stook ot 

scientific knowled.Ge rslating to the regions in 

question 



P. \BL.l}~'ffill~i'.fil~ ron A tm_ Jliffi'~ . 

T:-Iu.,J·SON ArD BuUV1"'1' ISL1llDS. 

6L Viecourt SANDOH asked the Secretary of .,tato for 

Ji'oreign AffAira what i nform.'3.t icn ho ha.a ae to th.i3 ex: ..ite:ioe 

denied by Norwegian wndero I ot tl'i.a wheraabouto of 'Ihow:>son 

I al end, clo.imed by thia country; cmd v1hr.t ie tho po3ition as 

to tho rivol cbimo of tiie Lrijeety' s G<Yvernmont ar.d t.:o 

Mon1egian Jovernir..ent to E.ouve-t Island? 

Sir A.CHAfIB15RLAIN: Thou1peon Island vm.e f iret 

discovered by Captain :forria in Docember,1025 ,1:u1d h1B only 

once been sighted since by Captain Fuller,an American 

se!Wl8n,1n 1893. The ial~nd was unsuccoosfully searched 

for in 1890 and in 1926,but in view Clf Crptain Norrie 's 

definite 3t~tcrr.ent and the conf irma.tion of forded by Capts.in 

Fuller there docs not eppee r to be any ground for 

~uectioni~; its exister.ce,although thero is aon:e degr~e of 

uncerta.inty re3ard irig ita poeiticn. Hie !~njesty ' s 

.1ove:rn.'tent Mve informed the Norwegian Government tht.t they 

consider the titla acquired by v1rtu~ of tho ocoupntion of 

Bouvet Island by Cept~in l:orria in 1A25 to be vs.lid,o.ntl tbat 

in the oircuroet&nces they must fonna.lly r eserve all their 

r~·shts in connection with the island. 

Mr.R.HUDSOf~ ; ?l9.Y we take it that tho i nforrr.at i on 

which h9B been published tn the Affect that wo have 

surrendered our claim to Bouvet Island is incorroct? 

Sir A . CIH~IB"€RI.Arn : Yee, Sir. I hP.ve s iven the 

House the axact st~tement . 





' I I,, "' 

CliJ:lntio conditions render landing on nouvet Island 

AXtremely diffioult, and eo fnr ae I em aware no such 

Ja~,<1Ll£I ~::.a t~J:: ~lb.c.o u!nc.e t.u..<a.c o;'!.t!<:ic~i.,u by Ce.}.!tain 

Norrio until ·~he recent visit o~ the "Norvegi&"; the 

" ~iocover.f• wno inetructe1 to visit the ialan~ in the 

oouroe of her expedition «! 1926/1·327 'but WD.e una.blo 

t c offoct a. lt.:.'11'1.ing. 

3. Hio Majesty• e Government in Great ]:d ta.11
1 

oon31dor the tHle thue acquired ey them by ' i -t:('! 

ot ocou,pat.
1 

OJ: ln 1€25 to lJe V:J.lld; and ito a~cirJteir.ce 
muet 'k-e generally l:norn, oinco it io referrett to in 

the 8u:p:plomont, 1'..a.ted 1905, of th.e lPOl odition of 

thB "J..f'rice. .Pilot , Pd.rt :a• a1111 in tho next oo!Ill>lete 

edition cf that work publi~hed in lOlO. 

4. I i:c.ay ~dd that f cr aoveral montho ~&ut 
necotiationo l1 .;-a been prcceacUng between the Colonial 

Office and Moo~re . ~oha.n Ra.mr.uouan end C~~ of 

Sand.otJor".11 Norw'>W' , for the gran·t to the lattAr by 

Hio lla.J 6otyto Goven:.mer.t of an exoluoive licence to 

r ocupy Rouvet and Thcun~oon lel~~do f~r the pur;pcoa3 

of t'l.king -.h6.leo in the te~:ttorial we.taro of tho tr·,; 

1oJa.nclo an<! c:,f fl:1nsine, :t'G1!d.01·!.?1.g, boiling d~W'n 01· 

ha.·1e :rocelltly l 'OO".:."!..'.;e d hl asr~mer.t er. t;ie termo c:r the 

lioonc,o; it :t..s.s bae:a signed ::-n "bcll.C.1: of l.l:eun1"G.ll..aa::r.ioaan 

o.nd CcqpCJ\Y ur.d 1-..es c.nly 't':aon e.Yaiting the return to this 

ooum;.;y ~-:: tl'ie Sncretary ct· State 1."or the Oolonieo to be 

co~leted 1"'-J hio oignaturo. 

e. In theeo circ':.llr.sta.noe8 Hie Yajeoty'b Gover?1Illeni 

muet tonr.a.l:cy recorve a.11 their l'ighta in ccnncocion w1 th 

tho iuland in question. 

(Bd.) G.H.v.rLLnms. 

r 



lo.'N 96l/532/'50. 
li'OREIGU OFFICE 1 

15th February , 19~..8. 

Sir: .. 

I have the honour to refer to your note 

No , ll/l920 of .Tanua.r,y ltlth Jaat, 1n w'.hich you were good 

onough to info~ ~c th~t tho Norwegian Government had 

authorised Consul La.re Ch1•ietonson to take possession 

on heh!llf of lforw~ of any :-.e'l7 land tha.t might be 

found in the course of the oxpedition of the "Norvegian 

to the Southern Atl.ant1o 1 and the.t the master of this 

veae~l had occupied Bouvet Island on T~oember lut , 

1927, phoed a. ;lepot there and hoisted the !iorwegia.n 

flag. 

You stato that the a.uthoris~ticn given to 

Consul Christenson •obvious~ rof erred to la.nti which 

had not ~roviouely in duo form been occupied ly a.'Q/ 

other goverr..ment". Now Fouvet Island is not in this 

category , since on r•ocer.'!ber 16th, 1.025 , Ga:ptain Georee 

Norrio of the Endcr"t;.y sealer "Sprightly" (with the 

"Lively" ir. compacy) visited Bouvet I eland, boietod 

the British flo.g on it and to~k poseeosion of the 

iela.nd in tho name of His i!ajeety King George I\'o 

A contewpcrai-y copy cf the rolevant extracts frOQ 

the lc.g of the "Sprightzy" is in tho ~o s::iossicn of 

Hio }Jaj eety ' a Government , and reference to the 

incident is made ar.d extracts from the log of the 

•sprig..~tly"' qaoted in Sir Jamoe Roas 1 e "A Vcyage of 

Diacove:ry an1 Researoh in the Southern and Antarctio 

Region" , London, 1847, volume II pages 371 to 373. 

Monaieuy P.Vogt, Climatic 

oto ., etc . ,. <lt c • 
11 



• 

Norwee; ien Leention 

l!o . ll/1928 . 

61r, 

London, ~a.nuary 19th,1~28 . 

Acting undor inetruotiono froi:n UV Govcrnoent 

I have the honour to otate, for your tempora.ry 

informa.tion, thot at . the request of Consul I.a.re 

Chriatoneen, Se.nd.ofjord, Norwe..;' , the NorweGian Govern­

~nt in a letter to hixtl. Of .A.uguet :Slat I 1927 I r...a.ve 

authorieod him to let the eX})edition the "Norvegis" 

to the Southern Atlantia, whioh bas been planned 1'y 

him, take poeeoesion for Norwcy of aey nsw land th.at 

might be found. It wae added in the said note that 

the authorisation o~vioualy roferTed to land whicc 

ha.d not ];lreviously in due !orm been oooupied cy a.ny 

other Gcrvernment • 

.lU'teTWa.rde the lliniet:ry for Foreign J,.Ifv.i ~IJ 

o.t Oslo have been 1nforme4 l:tY Oonnl Chrietenst'l'l that 

o.ocording to a telegram received from tho :!aster of 

th~ 11 Nor~ia11 tho Bouvet Xslo.nd has been oocuh'i" d 

on Doo61'.!ioer lat, l.92'7 • a de:pot ba.e been pl.a.cod there 

&nd the No1"Wegie.n fi.ag has 'been hc'i.rt.od Jm -~ .i1>land 

:t have etc. , . 
(Sd) B.Vogt . 

The Ri~,i:.t Honourable, 

Sir Austen Chamberlain, K. G.,P.C., 

etc., et·o., eto. 
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( ., 2714/532/5') . ) 
i/ :coNFIDENTfA """\ 

. Not to be publi h';; l 
Wlfbout fJrl vi 

' of II. AI't; G o~a nuth. 11 

-
0 

<'rnualy British Le-ation , 

0$U) . 

0th Murch, l9:?S . 

Sir , 

With reference to n:y despatch no . l oversC'a.s Trade 11 A" 
of the 18ti1 J anuary last , I 1m.ve the honour t.o report that 
tlle Storting yeeterd.ay ador l a reso:!.ut)on oettin' u a 
council to be kt'!own as tl e 11 ;:,valba.rdog l:iha.veneara.rid" 
(Spiti:;bergen and Ice Seas Council) . It will be ob"•"'rved 
tba t the name La.a been el ieLtly changed since my a.bove­
ment..ioned despatch was ;-l!'itten , and this change denotes 
tho. t the l1ei1 COUllCil ·.·:ill interest 1 teeli' not only in 
Spitebergen and the North, but also in the Antarctic Ocean . 
This extension of t!1e acti~·ities or the Council ca!!le ill for 
nome criticism during the course of' the debate in the 
Starting - me~bero cf the Right poi nting o~t that the 
political complications present in the A..'1ta.rctic were not 
queetic11s '.7i th >7hich the Council was co::petent to deal. 
!le\•erthelese the proposal was unanimounly accepted and 
the Council was s~t up . 

2 . L>uring the ccurce of the deba. te l~r . Rol;!' Thocmessen, 
the editor o!' the 11 'I'ideno Te.3fl" and one of the heat friends 
or Gl·C'at B!•itain :i.J1 this country, expressed the opinion t hat 
recent events had ehorm that the Governrien t ha.d not kent 
themael \"ea proper:i..y ir..f'or~ed regardi.11g Antarctic questlona . 
He did not believe tr.at the 11orv:egian Authorities knew anytbin~ 
a.bout the a~eY..a.tion of Bouvet Ialo.nd in 1825 when they 
agreed to the ar.nexa. tion or the ialo.nd by i"orway . I'r .Thommessen 
admitted tr..at ar. annexation ouch aa the BritiBh had little 
importance fron t.be point 01· vie~; of inte!'na tional law, but 
had there been a. 0 •.mcil dealing with the 1..n to.retie it would 
have been 1nconcf- lvable tl'la t Norway Blx:uld have been ignorant 
of the pre•1ioua anner..ation , which woUld hiwe hcv-1 an impor t ant 
bearing on the tre'l.tment of the sul>.jeot . In the of'f'icial 
German work . published as a reoUlt of the \'/a.ldivJa. Expedition 
in 1924, there ".7t:.s L'. detailed description of' the discovery and 
re-diocovery of Bouver. Island and an authentic account of' 
the whole incjdent o!' the British ~rmexation of 1825. 

I bane> etc ., 

(Signed) F . O. LINDLEY. 

The Right Honourable 

24/4/28 . 

Sir Austen C..':lamberla:i.!'l J{.G .. • • , 
Hie l!D.jeoty ' a Principal r tary ox State 

f'or Foreign Ai'fair e, 
tc ., etc ., ett; . 



J • I rP! lied tlla t 1t se med to r-.c tha. t t e 
hOr. e;icm t:zovernnc:nt ir-ic!it , 1·1ithout too rrert iUf'iculty 
or loae 01· rresti ·e, eY:plain to tl.t> public here that, 
.Len they !lll'i u.-reeJ. to the anrie:i-:e.tion or Bouv~t Island, 
they had been totally unauure or the British claim nnd 
or the fact that the British Govcrru:ent hud r,ranted a 
concession in reupect of the 1ala.nd to a IorweGian 
subject . Aa e. mat\.er oi' fact had the lTorm't;ian Govern!"ent 
been avm1·e of' theae two r._ ~ t 1 1 they would presumably 
not have annexed the i sJ &.r 1; .... nd I could not e ee anything 
derogatory in the line of "'-ct~ on l uum:;estec.l . !'oreo~·er , 
it muct be remembered that, though His l:o.jesty ' o 
Gove>rnment made no use o.r the island !'or over a hundred 
years a.ft r they annexed it, they becan their negotiations 
with r . Ro.st.iusoen J:or a concerrnion a r,oo•l rnuny months 
beforp t • .., " ,orvegia" .hoiateu the NOr\vec;io.r. l'lae: ; and the 
initiation of such neGot1o. tions ahorred tho. t the Bri ti eh 
c.rovernrnent were prepared to make use or the islanda as 
noon a.a circumstances were f'avourable . liad the "lforveeia" 
o.rrivecJ at souvet a short time later , there uould have been 
no doubt t ...... t t.he British claim '170uld :r.ave been quite 
tmassailab_ • 

4 . llr . \·or;t replied that there •ma cne great 
difficulty whicl1 the ~:o?"l'lei:sian Gover1 i. rrould have to 
fuce i~ they tock the line I sugee6t Thie nil'ficulty 
lay in the .f'act t::.a t Captain Sverdru ho.iGted the 
liorwezian flag on certai11 islands lyin£: to tl.e north of' 
Canada only t ... :enty yeo.r;o u-o , and that the Norrregie.n title 
to theoe · 1:1nds had never been rccor;nised by the Canadian 
Go\· l!rncer L. • For the la:Jt two or three years t1,e !or17egian 
Ocnsul- G .• ·r11.l in Lon treal had been try in5 to el u.;;ida te 
free tha~ GovernI:!ent a definite reply recardinb the 
1ior.vegiru1 l'lim, but up to now he had been entirely 
unsucce~rnful . If the Norwegian Governrn1:nt ~·rere t.o Give up 
their claL .. to Cap ta.in Sverdrur 1 a discoverien , wllich had 
only he en r.:ade twenty year a o. ~o , on the crotmd that they 
had not b~en utilised since tl e ?Torweeia11 i'laz was 
hoisted, it was rliffiuult for them to act in precisely 
the oppooite war...ner in the Antarctic ar.<l admit n cJairn 
on the plea of prior discovery when ?:lore than a hundred 
yearB had pnnsed ·;ri thout that dir;covery beinr put to any 
practical use . I replied that I quite understood the 
dif'ficult.y to \•:hlch t..r . Vot;t ref'erred . but I did not think 
an isolated island in the Antarctic could be treated en all 
f'oura ;;i th islands which mir;ht be onicl to belong g1>05rn.phi­
cally tc the mai11la.nd of' ~·;hich tl .. e Oa.nadiun \.70\'erJlljent 
was in undisputed possession • 

.., . Mr . Voc;t is ret.u.rninc; to London on thp 17th 
inst nd will no doubt , by that time , be in f'ull 
pooaesaicn o!' hie (70\·ernment• s ~·ie\7B . 

l have· etc . , 

(Signed) F . O. LI1. )J F.Y. 



CONFIDENT! '°"British Legation, 

. Not to be pulili , 1 I O 3 l O . 
WJthout previous nurl trJ J 

ofH.Al'sGovornn1cnt/ 12th Enrch, io2e . 

dir, 

1'lith reference to my despatch uo . 146 01' the S~h instant 
I have the honour to report that J.1r. Vogt , riorwegiar. L!iniste:.~ 
in London, called on me this mornin~ and ooon turned the 
conversation t.o the sub j€'ct cf Bou'Jet Ialanct. He bcr;an by 
aoking me .1hetber 1 lla.d receivecl o.n acccta t ~ h1a last 
interview with you (see your despatch v. Je~E/b.12/50 ot' the 
28t.h ultimo) , in which you had expressed y 1ur wl1' eomewha t 
i'orcibly regarding the action of the Norwegian Government in 
procee<ling to annex Bouvet Island w1 thout consul ting His 
Majesty's Government, in whose nume the ialund had been 
annexed more than a. hundred yearu ago . Mr . Vogt aaeured me 
with great earnestness that the Nor\vegian Government had 
no :knowledge oi' the previous British annr>xation when they 
oanctioned the action 01' the Captain of the 11 Norver;ia 11 in 
hoio ting the ?Torwegian :flag on the i ole.nd . He had himself 
searched every atlas in the Bri ti oh ! .. useum and had not found 
one in r:hich the island we.a marked as Bri tieh. He was sure 
that the !-lorwec;ian Goi;errunent . in their eventual reply to 
your note of' the l~th ultimo, ~1ould· make it perfectly clear 
that they had acted in all good :faith and without the 
elit,'titest intention or coing behind our backs . 

2 • . 11r . Vogt then asked me whether I bad any suggestion 
to make for solving the dispute . I replied that my 
Go\•ernment considered that it wao for the Norwegian Government) 
if they were not aa.tis:fied \vith the preuent at.ate of the 
matter , to reply to the last British coi:llt.unica.tion . But it 
seemed to me that whether the oovereignty of the ioland 
io vented in King George or King Haakon , the Nor;·1egian whaling 
industry had, by virtue of' the conces nion grn.n ted to 
Mr . Rasmussen , already obtained all the pra ctical a d vM'l tages 
attaching to the island . Mr . Vogt clid not demur to thi a 
atF.i.tement , but added tr.at .Mr . Ra.st:1usnen ' a conceaoion being 
u.n excl aive one, hiB ri~·als in the industry would be 
sure to cornplo.in of being excluded . He himaelf was very 
a\·erne to applying such heavy machinery as tl'.B. t provided by 
arbitration at the Hague or by an appeal to the League of 
i;a.tiona for oettling a diapute of such insignificant practical 
importance as that involved in the question o:f BOuvet Island; 
but he was very douot:ful whether his Goverm.ient , after having 
of'1'1cio.lly annexed t.he island, would feel able to withdraw 
their claim to it . He had been turninc over in his mind the 
poasibili ty of the t'l70 Gove!'llmt>ntn oubmi tting the case to the 
opinipn or some independent jurist whooe imFartiality could 
be depended upor. and ·.1hcse verdict m.ight be accepted by .both 
sides without the formalities of a regular arbitration caoe . 

The Right Honourable /3 . 
Sir .Auaten ohnmberluin , . • er ., 11 .1 ., 

etc • , etc • , e tr • 

24/4/28 . 

liia Majeoty ' a Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign A:ffaire . 
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No .?<'8 . 

( ,! 5214/532/50) 

FOREIGli OFFfC ;, S . W . 1 . 

?t11 Jurw, 1'12~. 

Sir, 

With reference to yol.U' deopatch No .2bl of ~y 15th 

l ho.ve to infort:l you that Hin .'.ajesty ' o Govc.>rnr.ient much 

:.i.pprecio. te the offer which Ur . ?Jl.m:ruaaen ha.a mo.de to roreg o 

the conccn.;lon which he hn.o obtained in ri?npect of 1'ouvet 

Inland if th('reby n friendly ::iettlerient of t11e queotion 

of thP sove>relgnty over tho.t. iolD.nd na.y b~· fac ili to.ted . 

Hi8 JIB jt:-nty ' n Government thi!ll:: it tmnC"cerie::iry , howev .,,. , to 

take advonto.i:;e o.t present of Lr . Jhm:iuooei~ ' A rPadineoci 'tO 

er.1body hl o offer in a f'orf"...3.l l<.•t tr>r • 

2 . I shall be g~ d if :;-o • ·:;ill .l.nform .!r . P....i.omucser. 

a.ccordint;lY . 

The Honournble , 

I ac, ~vi th g:-ea. t truth o.no. re co.rd, 

Si:- , 

Your obediPn t Ser·10.nt, 

{For the Secr~tary of State) 

( Si[.'.;ned) G . H. V!LI..I1P.S . 

Sir Fro.ncio Lindley, iLC .11 . G., C. - ., 

e+c . , etc ., etc ., 

IJfll 0 • 
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ooirl. ., 
(}J-'~760/532/fiO) 
l o . 251 . 

OSLO . "' n 1F..DIA'.Lr. 
15th ! e.y, 1928 . 

Sir, 

T hnve the honour to report that 1 rof'cnoor Hjort oolled 
on me thi11 rr.ornh., ln order to 5ivc me n meonuc;e from t:r . Rae::nunern , 
who iF the holdr:-r of the concer.aion grr.mted by the Oolonial Office 
in respect of Dou• et !eland . The lrofeaoor begun by explaining 
that l!r. Ra.emusoen was still ill or he would have callecl on me 
hlmeelf . In Lr . Ra~·usoen ' e opinion it would be in the be~t 
intereoto of the ::orwep.:ian whalin£> induntry if nouvet Inland were 
Ori tinh , und ne ho11(:d thflt thl' outco1nc of the diopute rmuld leave 
the lnlr!.nr:l in ;:>ritioh hands . At the srnae time , he dtd not wish 
hin coriccanion to afford ariy obstacle to a. friendly oct.tlement 
bct·wecn the two ... ovcrnmerito ; and he was prerm.red, if I oo deaired , 
to write 1: a letter to thia eff ect . There wn.n another poi nt to 
which 1 r • .• aornuoG1m attached import:u1ce. If the ioJnnd should 
rer.iuin .ritieh, he wuo quite certain to be violently at t.a.cked in 
the ne'.1apupere for having applied for the conceooion , and he 
thought thnt in those circur.rntanc ea 1 t ·:iOuld only be fair if he 
were entitled to oalce kno-.vn hie action in notifying Hie MajeAty'a 
Gov ernrnent to the effect that he did not deoire that the grant of 
the conceaoion to him should et.and in the \'lfJ.Y of a. oettlement. 

~ . I requcated Projeeeor Hjort to thank . r . Rnomueaen for 
hio very disinterested and publicminded attitude , which I was 
oure ft0uld be much appreciated by ny Government . I nas not i n 
a pooitlon to say how the dispute ·•;ould e1d , nnd I did not think 
it. 'l'lae neceoeo.r:;· for l.lr . Ro.smooeen ·to write roe a for mal letter 
urtll I had reported the ?!latter · to you , which I would do at once . 
Ao regards the uecond point··r1ade by Hr . R111w;uasen , it seemed to 
r:ie clear thn.t , if he were attacked on account of h i e applicat i on 
for u concesAion , he wus fully entitled to defend himself by 
muktne 1 t lmown that he ho.d be en ready to :11 thclraw from the field . 
I hoped , ho·:1cver , that the conting1mcy would not arise . 

:~ . t should be grateful if you \·1oultl inform me whether you 
wioh l~r . Rner1uaa c11 to address n letter either to me or ,to the 
Oolonio.l Office offering to YTithdrP.w hie claiI'l to a. conoeeni on 
in order to fnciliti-tc a settlement.. 1'hc Goloninl Office ~·11 11 
no doubt take into considern.tion the qtleatiot1 ne to whether 
they ohould grant 0.l'ly ex gratiee compensation to lir . Rasmueeen . 

I have, etc ., 
(Sd . ) F.O. Lindley . 

The Right lionoureble 
Sir Austen Oluucberlain, K. G., • • : ., 

H1o li.;.Jeoty ' o Principal Secr'"i..ry of Sto.te 
for !oreign A!'fc.irs , 

etc ., etc ., etc . 

D 219El-61 l H 



' 

.. 



OOPY .,, 
~ )];4'7F 

With re&ard to Bouvet Island, h0\7evor, the P.7..latencr.: of nhat 
was considered to be o British title was not, with the solo 
exception mention\:d ubove, disclosccl so that e-;en Brit..ieh 
writers of &Uthority have romained unaware of tho matter . 

>G,y· Goverr..I:l~mt are strongly o:f the opinion that even i.f 
the uct perfort::?~d by Cr'1tain l!o:r:ria in 1825 ho.d biven Gr~at 
Britain tln inchoate title to the) island, this tit:;.e \70Uld 
have becoree ir.valie owing to the fact that Great Britain , as 
above shown, allowed a period of about a hundred years to 
pu?s before mrui1festing that they considered such title to 
exist. Us Goverrlr!::ent have had W1 opportunity of inspecting 
u ,map o~ tlie .Anta:rct:J.c, printod by the HYdrogre.phic Office 
01 the ~dmiralty, June 1839 , und which belonged to Sir J.D. 
Hooker- , who as b.ssi st ant surgeon accompanied Sir J .C . Rosa in 
the "£rebus:' during the expedition .in question. On th.is 
chart Bouvet Island is marked rrith a question mo.rk , " hile 
Liverpool Island anc. '.i'hompson Iala.nrl are not entered at all . 
This seerns to inHcate, therefore , that the Hydrographic 
Office in J8;:9, 14 ye s.rG after l· ·>::-risrs visi"t , wo.o not awE..rG 
of this visit. The ft!rther fa.ct o.f th1;: Aumiral t,y Seiling 
Directions cor.t~inir.:; LO record ti:crcct until 1905 (after 
"Valdivia'' a rddiscovery of Bouvet Ialund) appears to afford 
additional evid~r.ce that the Briti~h Government had not taken 
any st~pa necessary to maintain a~y rights which they 
conceivably might have had in c onnection with the island . 
Prominent British writers on interr.ati.onal law SBree that an 
inchoate title cannot for a.~ indefinite time constitute a 
bar to the occupation by another stato . ~hue , liall wri tes 
(o~ . cit . p.102) that "An inc~oate title acts as a~porary 
bar to occupation by another state, but it must e ither be 
con'Verted into a definite title l'1ithln reusonuble time . . .•• . 
or it r.iust at least be kept al1 ve by :repeated local acts 
showing an intantion 0£ continucl. cluim'' . The ewne opinion 
is hol':l by ''.·cstltltG ("Chaptera on the Principleo o.f 
Internnt1onaTLFl':i''-;- 18J4 , p.H3-165) , Cobbett (op.cit. 

1 
p . 110) , 

and_9ppenhQiJ:B ("International Lar.": 3ra·-:d.-~-f1on , Vol.I., . 
p . 38GJ . According to --:'estlako ( "Le. Conf'll t Anglo-portugais" 
in "Revue do Droit Internui;icnal et de Legislation Comparee, 
1893, p, 66i Lord Salisbury stated in 1889 in connection with 
tho dispute then C::xisting between Groat Britain and Portu~al 
I . a. tha follov1jn,l' : "l!e.is .iemais l 'annexion d t un territolre 

.,.,. ~crit no pet:t ta.rrer le chaz;iin aux 1.mt.res,n~tions , si, 
auc•.mo .intontion de 1: occuper rP.oll o."I!ent n' a. ete mP..nifestee 
ot <:i,Ue, pendll.r.t des siJclcs, en n'alt pas cis en oeuv-re la 
souverninote r-Oclumes 11

• Tho Bri ti ah Government ~cted in 
analogy \1.ith this priz:ciple Wh<::n including , a fe w years ago, 
in the Falklar.d Isla_~ds Dependencies i.a. Terre Louis 
Philippe F.md Joinville Isle disco~ored and occupied by the 
Franch Cownar1dent Duoont d rurYil le in 1838 on bchn.lf of the 
French Government, the ?rench title of these areas apparently 
not ha~lng been maintained . Greet Britain has also in 
rolation tc the United States of America in various oases 
rospecting the sovereignty of certain gua.~o islands at 
different occasions refused to recognis~ occupations which 
had not of!ec11vely been maintained by tho occupi e r . 7his 
applies La . to Christmas Island and .Jolmt.on IelWld (J.B. 
l!coro : "A Digest of International Lavr", ''lash1ngton 1'9"06," Vo! . r, p . 5~2, 575} . 

5 . 
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-Ppear fro~ the 1 ork ty Sir~. Ihilli~ore referred to 
~bovE , o: .nicn the follc • ing is an excerpt (p . 330, : 
" In the varir.uc J.iscusf'ior.s hich tOClk place bet\'.een the 
ui:i1'tec. State-> e11d Great .ritt:.1.r. 1th reopect to the 
tl~ht of the Oregon Territor~, the title reculting from 
discC'very \'>e.s attempted to be puohed far be"'on'i tl1e 
limits of this doctrine , even to the extent~Of maiLtaining 
tht~·t the f .:.rst discovery by a.n unc:ommiasioned merchc.nt ­
s!'lir guve priC'rity to the c:l:iirr.s of America upon these 
regions . But such a position ~ppears o~posed to ull 
authorities upon Inter~etional Luw, and it ~os steedily 
denied 1;;y Oreut 3ritt1.in 11

• :'he sama prir.ciple hus ulso 
been referred to by Hell (op.cit . , p . 110} and Smith 
( 

11 Internutional Law" , 5th Edition , p . 1G2) . Another 
instance of the :British Government themselves upholding 
this practice appears to be that of the South Shetland 
Islcnds ; these were ta:..<n po ... ::.\;ssion of in lt-19 by the 
seo.ler , .. .:;,mi th (:Jr. : •• R. Mill : "The Siege of the South 
Pole '', .P · "- , ~d ' 1?.eport of t 1.11;, Intera.epurt~e!1tul 
Com:lit.te or. Research anu j)evelopment in the :Je:pender;cies 
of the ?"t.l~h.nd Islun.!s ., , l 92C , p. 2) , ar,J. a.e?,ain by :~r . 3 . 
Brllllafieli in lb20 (''South Ame.:-ica. Pilot'', Part II , 
::'.:levent~. ,,,...itio .. , Supplenent !'o . 9, p . .n~ . In Sir Edwa.rC. 
Grey ' s o:e OI . A'Oril 30th, 1907, to .J~ . : a.?.sen , referer.ce 
was m~-~ ~o this m~tter , a~d to the fr;, of Captain 
Heddell 's •isi t to "..hcse islunds in ltl20-lf<23, while the 
ro;,n adds :.~ct .. noni.; of these seer.is to have taken formal 

o aession o_ t!ie .islanC.s" . The note, on the other hand , 
• ~es exolicitly that q~he British claim to the south 

Shetlc~i3-rests on the £nc~ that Captain Foster of His 
r~ajes'ty 1 s .";hip "Chanticleer " took .formal pos::;ession of 
the lands utout the islands on Janu$ry 7th, lr29 , lending 
ot Cape Po .. SPSsion, :aosoason Islt:md, and thut 3ir John 
Rost lunled on Cockburn Island in th 1 South Shetlands 
group on .Jenua.r:; 6th , 1€143, u.nd took :for1ual possession 
of t:r' ~ ond contiguous la..."lds" . The for£. o ing would 
indicute that the British Government do not appear to have 
considered as conclusive the unuu thor lsld ~~nd informal 
acts performed by Captain Srr.i th und i.:r . uransfield . In 
this connectio:: I am to say that rny Governme1-:.t are unaware 
of uny evidence sho1-.ir.g that Cuptain Horris ever was 
o.uthc-rised r,y the British Governr.icnt tc occupy lend, nor 
does it appear that the unauthorised and informcl net of 
oc:cupation per:forn:ed by him .·,·as a.fterwurds , within u. 
reaconeble per:.cd, ratified by the British Government . 

I em further ~o drew attention to the fact that 
apps.rer.tly the British Government took no steps in order 
to muke tho occup~tion kno'.'m . British authorities on 
interna.tio::ul la\·: ugree tr.at the acquisition of an 
inchoate title is subject to tt.e occu~ation being notified 
in some way or C..'.10t!'.er . I err. !.1.·1are, from Sir . _:: . Grey's 
r.ote of ;\.pril 30t_ , 1907, to :Jr . lianser. , thnt it is no-i 
the practice of the -ritish Government to r.otify to 
Foreign Gcverrn-:ents additions to Dri ti sh terri tC'r;r made 
by ur .. "'lexu.t iou, occupaticn or otherwiae . i.:y Government 
underatrJlJ, her.ever , that for e.dnlinietre.ti ve und 
practical r esons it hus been the practice also of the 
British Jovcrnment to muke kno.rwn officiul.iy adaltions to 
Briti3h territory, es it ~us don~ in tho CBse of the 
Falkland Islands Depeudencies ~nd tho ~ocs Tiependoncy . 
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The c •• rC1nolopy o:f the narrati v, ~oul:l seem to indicate 
that !.t .ar. Tho• .• p&on Isle.nd on ·. lich the ~anding took 
place· As stated 1';· Sir /.us ten Ch mberlcin 111 the 
Hous~ cf Ccmuons on .r'ebruury 20th, l 92ts, there does not 
&ppenr to re ~ny grOW1d for questior.ing the existence 
of tho lntter islWld. 

~•hile my Government ho.Ye le.ter become a vare 
th~t Qn existing fccsimiJe of the scil log-book includes 
entries slso for December 14th and 15th, 1825 , 
indicating thai it nas Liverpool Island rather ~~an 
~

1

hompson Island. oz: which Cb.pte.in I orris lnnd :1 , they are 
somewhut puzzleJ b;v the circurncto.ncc that s·r Ja.r:ies 
Clark Ross apparently had access to th~ original log­
book of the "Sprightiy·1 • In the book dL .. cribing his 
voyacres (Vol.II , page 371) he thus stutcs : "The leg-took 
of tho Sprightly I Cup ta.in Uo rri s , is no • LL no re me . froo 
which I <;lUOte the :follo~.i~g passagosn : etc . It seel!ls 
reasc.r.able to assume th .... t Sir Je::.:r.es :nosa himoelf must 
haYc been c.wure of the cor.clusion to which his quotations 
Ir.U:'Jt inevitubly le1~d. · 

I o~ e:so desired to say that oYen if it were 
esta.tliohed thc.t C.e..,tein !:orris in 1~25 took possessi~n 
cf Liverp0ol Islan!-(Fouvet Island1 for Great BritKin , 
this cu.nnot be ccn::i11cred us conve:,.ine; o. V!O.lid British 
tltlo to the isl::r.d- It is u univers:ill:,· recognised 
muxim c>.f intcr!1etional lnw, a.ckno\·,ledgcd also at th.:i ti:ne 
of Ccpt.ai.11 ?:orris's l~nding mere thc.n c hWldrcd years ago , 
thet a state in order to ac~uire sc•oreignty over 
unoccuplel territory ~ust in fact t~ke posr-essio~ of such 
territory, en~ that the possession must be effective , a 
p~rcl~ ~ormul uct not bc~n "Ufficien:. This maxim has 
been consistently upheld •J ~cdcrn as well as earlier 
BrltiGh authorities oc inten utlonal law~ 

Thus , sir Robert Phill.imore suys in " Commentaries 
upon Intornr1tiOrc.!il V. · 11 (VoI-:-I",-iiiird ~di tion, lb79) 
p . 349 , that "it r.iay •. • be considered as a mcxim of 
I~1tern:J.tiC111aJ te\·1 , t •. ~ ... DiscoYcry elor.e, though ac.:ccmpunie..i 
by the ere<.!tior.. of sowc eymrcl of sovereignty, if 
unaccocpan~ed by cct3 of u de ~ucto poss~nsiCln , does not 
constitute~ nutionul acquisition'' · ~he British 
Government themsel Yes took the some st ... nd in cc!mection 
\:i th the dispu;,e bet.ween Great 5r1 teln and Spain relative 
to the subject of ~>cctka Scur.J. . (Phi limore , op . cit ., 
p . 35C, . -

~hile, n&turelly, it ,rould not be reasonable 
to ~ake the seme demands as to the effectiYity of the 
occupation o:f lun.is in the J:.rctic end Antarctic regions 
~sin other ena ~ere hoapitcb!epsrts of the worl~ , it is 
i:;enen:illy e.drni t:ed that also in Arctic and .Antarctic 
reeior.c th{; oc.:c1:pr!tio1~ :nust be something more than a 
matter of for'". in c0 rdcr r.o create ~ vc.lid basis for an 
acquisition cf sovereibnty. 

l.~y Goverr.ment :further desire me to cdd that it 
appears to be nt varii:.:.ncc with Britiah pructice to bese a 
cl• irn of ocvercignt:· on informal ucts of occupation made 
by unauthorised persons unlesa such o<:cupation ha:J a.fter-
wurds hetn confirmed or !~tified by tho Government . Thls 
vrinciple 1~ lucidly stated b;v prominent British uuthors 
on intern11tional law such as fil!llll[~ (oz . cit . ,p . 329) , 
~ ("A r:;:'rei.tii:;e on International Lew 1• , 5th Edition, p . 
102-103), end CobtJett (''Le9.ding Ce. .... es on International Law ", 
4th Bdition, I, P·llO?, while tho British Governr.:ent 
themscl ves hevo put ::.his principle in practice , ae r:ill 
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British flag on it and took J.Q~sonoion of the inland 
in the name of Hie Majcoty Ki~ George Iv. You 
f'urther otat"'d that the British Government conaid• r 
the title thus acquired by them by virtue of 
occupation in 1825 to be valid, and that 1 ta 
exiatance muet be generally knorm . oince it ie 
referred tc in the 1905 SUpplement Of the 1901 
edition of the " Africa Pilot~, Pe.rt II, published 
by the Ad~iralty . 

I am instructed by my Gove?'!1r.lent to inform 
you that they ~ere not aware that the British 
Governnent maintained that there cxleted a valid 
Britinh title to thia iala~do A aenrch of the 
literature available had failed to disclose that 
Bouvct Island. vrn.o considered to be Bri tieh~ Thuo 
the '' Encyclopaedia Eritannico.jl (eleventh Pdition) 
does not contain nny confirmation 11ereor. The 
Bri tlah geographer D!", n.:-r. ~udmooe Brown atatea on 
P• l'/9 ,...t• hJ.~ tioc.k 11 ~'.L.e Fola.c Rc0 lona'll lLondon 1927) 
that Bc·,v "t. Iala.r.r!. 18 ur.cleimed..:> a.l.ol) that 'r'"ncnpaon 
I 'land 1s 1.m~J.t.1. ll:!.d., e.ncl a.duo thar. <.ia.ptain Nor!'·ic 
claiced LiverpooJ Islan1 (which Dr .. .armm believes 
to be iacnt ic~.l 77.;_ th Jouvet Is:!.ard) ~ithout 
authority for Britain. " The TimcsAtlaa of the 
World

11 
(1980) does no~ bear a.ny indication to the 

effect that Bouvet Iuland was conciderea to be 
British. 'l'he same applies to The Statesman 1 s Yearbook 
and other B!•itish publioationa of standing . 

The sole excepticn in this respect iR, as fa.!' 
as the :iorwegia.n Oovernnent a.re av:are,. the said 
Supplenent to the "Afrioa. .hlot'' , to which their 
attention was drahn by your note of February 15th, 1928. 

I an i'urther desired to ~ay that there does 
not seem to exist any conclusive :r..roof to the effect 
that Liverpool Island, as described hy Captain 1~orria 
io identical with Bouvet Island. ~he extent of 
Liverpool Island, accordin,_; to Cnptf'.in N0rrio an 
quoted by Sir J'a:aea Rorw, ie much lnrger tho.n that 
of' Bouvct Islnnd, •1rhile the po9i tion of Captain 
Norrio

1
o Livernnol Ielar1 also di~fcre not a little 

from the pocitior.. of .Dol~vet Iflle.nd,. a.a detcr~ined by 
the i: vald,..,.i.a.": the 11 Meteor'' c.nd tne r;Norvcgiun. 
'.i.'he British Ad-:lralty apparently v:ere o'f thia opinion 
when 1ne..ilng the 1~05 Sup,I:.lernent to the " Africa 
Pilot", Pa.rt II, 1901 ed!tio:1, hav .ing evidently 
rou.~d that the ial~nd rediecJvered by the "VnlGivia" 
in 1898 did not co.::rcsi;ond 111 P.;{tP:nt or description 
·.nth eith0:- of the island"' seen hy l~orrio. The 
Admir~lty therercre seem tc have ~aken it for sranted 
that "Valdivio.

11 
s ielar:d wa.o identical with the island 

oeen by Lindaay in 1808, and that th~ position of ' 
Livernocl Island muet be ccn~idercd unc~rt&in, Even 
asaumi.ng., hone,,er, that Liverpool Iclo.nd ancl Bouvet 
Island a.re identical, it does not from the material at 
hand appear to be concluaive·ry eat,,.blishcd that Ceptain 
Norris in 1825 landed on Li\ erpool Isle.nd. Sir ,;"r..me<l 
c. Roos does not state on which island Captain Norris 
landed ; he '1Uotee an extra.c ~ f'ro:n the ''Sprightly' s " 
log-book to the effect thri.t Ncrr.!a sighted Liverpocl 
Island on December 10th, 1825, and Thompson Island on 
December 13th ; thi:: narrative then goes on to say that 
a landing on " the island" lfa.e made nn December 16th~ 

2. 
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Sir , 

!i0R17ID!Aji LEGATION, 

LO''iD "N I 

April 83r~ , 1928 . 

In my note of Jnnuary lPth, 1928 , I had the 
honour to inform you that on August 31 t , 1927 , my 
Government authorised Mr . Lara Chriatennen of 
SandPf,jord to take posoeoaion on behalf of 1:orway 
of ~ny new la!1d that Might he found in the cou:-ee 
of the expedition of the "Norvegia." to the South 
Atlantic . The a.uthoriaa.tion explicitly referred to 
land which had not previously in due form been 
occupied by any other Government . I ·Nae further 
inr:tructed to inform you in my otlid note that the 
maGter of the " Norvcgia" lnnded on Bcr.tvct Island 
on December let , 1927, occupled it for Norway , placed 
a depot there, and hoisted the ~or;•;e0ian flag . 

I may say in this connection that repl;{ing 
tc an enquiry from the ~~or>':egin.n W:'laling Aeoociaticn 
(of which t!z' , Christensen ia the vice- chairr.ia.n and 
Ur . Johan Raemussen the chairman) , the Nc.rwegian 
Minister for Foreign Aff~ir~ stated in a l ·~er of 
AFril 6th, 1.27, to the oaid AAaoclation i . a . that 
it did not ae1.ear f'ro'!l the recorda avaj l'l 0 thr.t 
Bouvet Island had. heen annexed by any nation .. 

I am also desired tn draw attention to the 
note , dated February 13th, l~P.8 , in which Sir Francis 
Lindley advised the then 1:inister for Foreign Affairs , 
Professor Bull , that the Brltioh Government had 
deer:ied it desirable , in vic-;v of the authority given 
tc'" the master of' the ":Morv0g i a" to hoist the 
Norwegian flag; on any lnndo "thich he conaidered to 
belong to no other tio~·1er , Lo remind the Nor•1egian 
Government of the discu!'lniono in regard to the 
Antartic regions which took place at the Imper ial 
Conference held in London in 1926 . Sir Francis 
Lindley at the same time transnitted to my Goverl1Ment 
a co;,y of the publi£Jhed Sul!l!Ilary of Prooeedingn from 
the said Conference, containing e.n account of these 
discussions , and a. list of' thane areas in the 
Antarctic to which a British title '17as concidered 
already to eziot by virtue of discovery . Bouvet 
I eland '1a.s not included in this liot . '.'1'hile my 
Government ti:ere a.\':a.re that no BrttiAh title to 
Bouvet Island existed by virtue of discovery, and 
that there wa.s consequently no reason my Bouvet 
Inland should be r"ferred to in the said liat, t.hey 
were nevertheless inclined to interpret Sir Francie 
Lindley ' a note ~o the effect that thP British 
Government had no observations to offer in connection 
with the occui;.ation of Bouvet Ieland on behalf of 
Norway. 

In your note of' February 15th, 19~8 , you 
advised me that Bouvet Ialo.•1d on December 16th, 1825 , 
was visited by Captain Norrie, who hointec.l the 

The Right Honourable 
Sir Auo t.ln Chamberlain, K .G. . I • c . , 

etc . , etc . , etc . 
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Captain Ch:'istensen intended to annex territories 

in t:10 Antarctic 1 i t would oo n ms. ttcr to which 

Ili a !.fajcot~r 1 a Goverruront could not rems.i n 

indifferent . 

3 . Mo·i.siour Vogt said that 1n h i s provious 

expeditions Captain Christensen had he.d authority 

fron1 the King to annex land rrhich belonged to no 

power . It ~as ur.a.er this author i ty that he h~d 

hoi sted tl16 Nor•:egi un flag on B-Ouvst Island , tl10 

Noruer,ian Goverrurent bein6 under tho improsaion that , 

althout;h the i sland had been. dis~overod by Captain 

Nor:i.•is a hundred years aro, it had naver been 

&nnoxod or regarded as Britich territory. F.e though:. 

that Captain Christensen..Jn.is;b.t· possibly have tro se.l'll3 

authority as he had oofore , but if so he would only 

be autr.or1sed to annex torritory not bo longing to any 

othor por.or / or to which. no othar power laid claiilh 

I am, otc . 

(For Lord Cushendun) 

(Sd) G. H.Villiers . 
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FCREIGN CFFICE,s .r.~1. 
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Sir, 

The Nori'i"Og:'..a:n M!nist.er caJ:lncl rtH'er.t.ly rn 

S:J.r R.Lindaay to talk about Bou";l'at le1bt:~ ~lb so.id 

that the las~ step in tho :-flgotiations hs.a bOC'""l '1. 

noto from t:i:J:' ~crmginn C:oye.ru."T!Gnt to -:r:.iich no 

o.1~swer had yet 1:'4;lon re turr.o d , ar-.d ha v;ne nn;:.i.oua to 

7i!\S net prinpamd to mulm t.ny Atatemont on tb ld~hjec' 

at c11ce , 'tl:t 1.ha.t t~ might ~ in a position to d' sc 

~n thl'l CO\U'G"" Of (. fe\1' :inye • 

2; Dt:.ring soms f'U!"thAr oonvere~t!.on about 

t.r.to.rotic A.ffo.!.rs ger.srally , Mons lour Vogt l'f'ferrod 

to tbA f.lX,Pedit!.cn of thA 11 1101".egla'' under 03.ptu~:.ll 

Christener-ir.3 Ho said thR t m hn<l eeJn .ln th.-' 

Nl°'rr1egian l'=C4PE>r thut Capto.in Chi• in ten:Jen 

his 11r~c.lors., l.!L1~s iOUl" Vor,t. whon pn.os:lr.~ t.h" i.· • : ir .· 

had roferrud to 1-his report at thC' . .tinistry :c-·· 
F'?ro itv. .11.f!"o.irs; :;.n<i hnd bnon infor .. :ed tl.a t tlw 

Christersw r~ exf,0dit1on hnd no offic~bl chnract.o·· 

'17h!ltoYn:." • Sir F<~Li.ndany oaid that the 1111orve8i ·• 

~x}'.13d1tion e.xc.!.tG<l a cer:.a.in erncunt r.: 1ntorPst h:JrP 1 

~nd still more iL th~ Domini~ns, and that if 

The Her.curable 
Si.'t" Frc.nc ic Linc.:=-:,·,: 

etc .; o tc., 
:Q>lc,, 

O.M . ~. ,C.B ., 
') tc.: ' I 

G p. I "l 
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Tho on01•mcus o.1•en of son .surl'C\tnding t'..c south 

Pole and c~lled by nuu.ry no lr:in;• ~ "O e.s 70 Jef.)'S 

11 a re flervo:lr f o:· tl~ dynr.rnic f ere 1 of tln rrir..ds , o. 

r.') f,l~lr. t.:.r in the t;r{'I ct ~to oro lor:1c al machine of tm 
\iorld:' , lins not yet ::oen so thoroughly i nvestii:;ated 

as it ~hould , and 3 incA th0 ?M te O!"Ologica. l results 

f:r>om the Ant~rct.:.c Soa c.nd the adjacent land hnv.:i , 

sinco ?Acury 1 s ti.loo , assurrad tru era ate st i mpol' t zncc 

from the economj c point cf v~orr , not ;n:~.~r 

ft!l' the aci•ir,-;,i.:'..ture of s~nrl.h : .. :rrir,a , scmth /.rarice. 

and f.ustr::-.J . .!.a. ~nd for ou::• ·,;he.ling in1uGt1•y, bi'", 

fo;,• tre vo1•10. in eener&l, tne p::.l':.11 of cotting "..l.P 

n r:e·,...?"::::mont iro..aol'ol0rical staticn en BO\'l7et. Island 

r.1;,1 r,ertair.ly awa1irn tbe sreotest interest, r10t 

only i:-i t}')c. Hon;egin.~1 J~e te orclo(!j.cal I;.1s t .i t)J.to 

in Osle , Phich has p:comisod it::i as3istanco , tut also 

'1ith e·1e1•y inv0 stig~to:- into tho motc301•olog;r of tl"e 

e artl1~ 

\ 



built tho:.."e • 'rho tall i:ron Mas to for t1}3 red 1.IJ nhich 

have been cons true tea et tho Hplen uorkohops , ol"o 

already lying finiz·od nt Sandofjord . 

?!1'.0tto Rogne bns toon appoiut.ed Diroctor 

of the station . Sinco Ap1•il 1924 he h.-is boen in 

crn.1•co of t.h~ r~.djo ot(l.tion belon13ing to the Stor13 

Ho;."slro Kulkornpnni at :.dvent. B:.i.y in Spi tsborgen; 

e.nd his r ss.l.~to.nt ,;ill be l'r .Ge era I!e ldal. 

Hl' .R,,gne , r·110 on ncccun":. of his expe1• ienco c'luring 

rTinters on Sp::'..tzbel'Cen .• has 110 lPGd to dosir:;n t~ 

bi:.ildir~c , h:-.s a first - cla:::;s certificato from th~ 

Uo:;.•uo 01an H~wy . His asai~tsnt; itho hr.a a m..'1to 1s 

cert.:..f::.'.}~te 'lnd '.:ho ·ill uct o.s his omor31 help, 

is rm e xperi<'nced te lo{µ'aPhist, nho ho.s boen in 

ch::lrc;e of tho r<ld:.o st'ition s.t Advent Bny ar.d li::-s 

a knowledge of irletecroiogy . Since tho quostion of 

house lme ping is oi' pa.rt i c;.1.lar lmµo:i:- ttmce during 

tho lens dsrJ.: wintsr months on which o.n expcsoa. and 

deoert ::ipot as Bouvet , o. stem-1.l'd with c.xper13nco 

of !laru w~nte1•s w~.11 o.lso be a;?pointec . 

The th!'ee roon rrlll lee.,e Nurnay on boCU"C: 

Mr.Chl"~s ten~on 1 s big floating 'l'ihnlo factoi1 y, the 

"Thc.rr.h::umor=•; u1K;ut the l:; t. October next ; ::.nd nt 

ths sr.1n0 tinr;, o:~:i.. 'the {}'.H'.:' of the roc..ic st.o.ticn 

\;hich lms be€in o:. .. .::ered er. tho c.dv!.cc of Captain 

Cottrm:i.r.H, of' the Nor•iochn U:..vy, '7.:.11 be senc. to 

too 1slond, tog.:: the!:" u::.th nll the pro·15.sions, 

mscllcir:.es, etc~ 

'l l;.c. 



According to r. report to tho "Interdopartn~ntal 

Committee on Resoarch ar.d Developioont in th.9 

Dapondencies of too Fall~lnnd Ielc.nds", tho ~.oll-knO\m 

Scotch r.D t.eorologist RoD .Hosoman rocorrJtended stronr,ly 

as lcnr; a.go as July 1918 that a meteorological station , 

vihich l"JO considered in tho hisr.eat degree dasirable, 

shoulc be erected on one or t:.he :Ul lnndo :l.11 the p:..'\3 s1111,3c': 

Bouvet. group~ nno. that thitJ should be c.~one as quickly 

as possible in cooperation ril th the Govorrur.ants of 

Sou:ih /1f1•1ca . !~us t:.."alia and liow Zea lnnd o 

?.lr.~!ossJ11.2.nrs propo::el led to no i-esult, but rrhen 

ru• .r.urs Ct.r.· is ·.ansen sent out last yo ar hia "Horvegia11 

expedition to Eouvet Island he instructed Csptaln 

Horntvedt to axar.ti.ne tl10 possibility of setting up a 

p:irma.nent 1113teorological e:trltion tlwre . If it t:ere 

possible Hr.Christensen intended to sond two ~teorol­

ogists ~ho sbould remain on the island durine; the r1hole 

yonr. 

on tho c.rrivol cf the "Ucrvegio. 11 o.t Bouvot ilt 

De comber last year it was discovered that tharo ,;ore 

only two places which vrare po:::uible for nuch a station, 

viz. Uovr Sande.fjord in Bollevika on Emnnrch1 a coast 

nnd o. littlo beach wh.i.ch stretched from Cn~ Vcldivio. 

inside Sachoobe.eena on Vlc~vcria Terraooe; but oince 

the first-nm;nd plu.co r.culd be oxpooed to landsli<les 

the b.3ach soutn cf Ccipa Vnldivia has ncTt ooen chosar. 

f.e the site for the radio station r1hich M.r.Christenssn 

intends to orect on the island, and a completely 

modern ot::..tion ttnd house for tho rerson~ l will be 

built 



Copy . 

(1t 8931/532/50) 

uo.410 .. 01:11c:.. 

'7th t. ptem'bGr, 19264 

\'Ii th reference to my te legro.m Uoo42 of the 

30th ultimo 
1 

I h.:!.Ve tho hon01.ll' to tran:Jmit here wtt,h 

trun~lc.tion cf a.n art!.cle VIhich a.ppen:-oG. 1n the 

11 Tiilo1~0 Tegn11 of the 4th '.!.:1Htnnt on the nubject of 

tr..c o:iection o: a n:etec.•olos1co.l station on nc.~i;9t 

Island. It lfill bo r<nr.embered that th3 intention 

to erect such a stlltion ~as -reported in my telegi-am 

No. IJ cf tho 15th February lna t . 

I have etc • , 

The F.ight Honou::."able 

The Lord Cu3h3nduno 



industry , pro'jibition or tho killing of cows with 

their young , stipula.ti:ms o.gc.inst the vrosto!'ul 

exploitation cf ca;.'casos, nnd other rooasures of this 

nntuz>e • As resards an intorno.tionnl ac;reement for 

the regul~tion of the inou:try, h3 anticipated tt.at 

tl101•e v.out.c> l::e a cood doal of oppca:ltion from interests 

in 1lorwny , v1':io \1ould be nn:xious to bo r.bJ.a to sand 

Ot\t freo lance e:q:ioditionao He touched also on ti's 

obviO'\.'lS dif!'ictiltioa in tho \1ny of regulatine; 

l~orwoeian and British ox.peditions and allOHing 

e:tpedit:i.ons , entil•ely unro culsted, to p1•oceed under 

the fle.gs of pm·:ers which mieht not haYe agl."'oed to 

any convention that miQ1.t be concl.uded be t\'IOOn UorTTO."Y' 

and G1•ea.t Britain, P.t t1·.e s!lTOO ti.Jre he frnnkly 

admitted that this v.-as a rather n:ll'ron viet? , and that 

the necessity for' controlling ~1lllllinc, though it might 

not be m.,c;ent at tbe preuent rr.cment, would ooccrre 

increasingly so in :ipp:..•onching years , and that th~ 
'best avenue of appronch was through a closv An5lo­

Nornocian co-operation. ?..e also suggested t110.t t1B 

tro.noit duties lovied by tho Falltlancl. administration 

en vrha le oil, though he admitted the. t out of the oe 

revenue s the u he.1 inG ind us try pr of 1 t te d vo ry l ar i;e ly , 

would naverthalesc prov~:lm a aood denl of criticism 

in llortiegian circles. 

I am, etc• , 

(For Lord~usbandun) 

(Sd) R . H.C ampbe ll· 



, -
populnr interest and entl.usin.sr.i thr1t it r.ould never 

be possible for tl'l:lra to htiul that flag dmn 

ago.in . 

s~ Doalinc with tho territorio.l aspect of 

tho u2tto1• , the r.anister pointed out tlwt His 

M'-ljo sty 1 s Ooveranent h:-ci. s.lroady in tho French , nn 

nctual neighbour in the Anta.rct :lc continent , a fact 

\7hich Sil.• R. Lindsny <'.id not disp:.lte . lb pointod 

out that if we feilod to roach ~n ogreorr~nt 

otl101•wise it miBht be :noce ssary to hl\'lio recourse to 

arbitration ov~;.-- r:.ouvet Islrmil , but thoucht that tllis 

would be unfol''tu11ate . He sugge ated thr.t from tho 

Nor~eciar. aido it migl1t be Pl'Gfer1--ec4 to secure firet 

tho :..•ocogniti·.:in of tl!O l!cr;:oeinn title to Bouvet 

Island r.ncl that nc;we~nt en o~ho1• points might 

thus bo more c:asily att:-.:.iaed,. Sir R. Lindsay replied 

thnt he v1~s un9.ble to commit himself a.efinitoly , 

but that His l,!".jestyis Gove1,nnent would pr-obabl;,r wish 

to be o.ssured beforeh~nd of thc 11' gi•ouncl i;.1 som3 

manno"!' or other. 

60 As l'O~ardn roe;ulations for snfoBUo.rding 

the uhc,ling inclust•y, lions ieux' Vogt irontioned that 

:·1a eovornirent had nQ.""eed on n lo.if ,,h.ich wus to be 

intrOduced shcrtly in the Nc:>wecin.n Pc:t·l~nnont vrith 

this object . He did not know \:}i.etller it TIOuld 'te 

passed , but oo t.old rr.e th& t it contomplo.ted a. 

prohibition of Mcrwecion e :'.peditions fron uhaling 

in ten:f-OPS.tu naters, n limitation of tl-e number of 

whaling onterpriso3 aut;1orised to p\u•sue tho 

industry 



:;. To swn up it apr=eared that thoro rore i.hroo 

elements to be cons iderad • 

(1) The undoubtoc1 d.esiro of His Majssty'c 

Govornrent that no fut•tber annaxationo should be 

made by other powers in the 1.ntarctic re giona • 

(2) Their equally stron(" dosire to conn to terms 

;1ith th9 Nori;1egian Governriant i'o:t• o. Hht\ling o.grGom::mt 

of a sst'is fac\O:i."Y natu.ro o 

(3) Bouvet Isl.'!nd , o. question Tlhich might b~ 

regarded as sepcr::ite from tho vrider issues and perha.ps 

of lesser L-nportance . S~r R . Linch;:i.y said that 

personally he r:ol'..ld be inclinecl to ree~rd it as an 

incident vrl1ich might lead to a settlement of the 

other two greater questions , and he wo.s autho11 ised 

to state that His Mc.jes ty 1s Govorruront uould have no 

hesitation in recocniainc the Nvrnoe;ian sovereignty 

of tl1ls island if tl:ey could bo met oubstcntiaJ.ly 

on the othur quastiom~ . At the sa100 tin'£; Sil• n . T.indcAy 

emphasised that oo \i8S not putting thio doHn as an 

ubcoluto condition, but r.e..>."ely des1rac1. to indics.to 

the best rrcthod of r-.pr-oo.c:11ng n. complex queetio:::i. 

4. '!'i"le 1anister promised to report 

Sir R.Li."1dsay 1s ro~ar!rn to hie covernment . Ho die". not 

feel :?.ble ~o gi'l.·e o.ny cbfin1te 1ndicction c.o to tbc 

probable nature of t heir reply , but bG felt convinced 

th&t no l~c--:.~negion GoYermmnt would ever be able t.o 

abandon tl-x? claim to Bouvet Islnnd, ooco.t-ee tbs hoisting 

of tho Norweg~an flJ.g on it hod excited so much 

popular 



Shack!.e ton expec!i tions , nas tro most va.!uablo 

oontributicn to the lmo\7lodgo of those l"eg.i.ons that 

the world at pre::ient p~ssess3do Sir R . Lindsay­

oxpl ainod that in tr.£1 ::io cl!"cwnstance a he rrould bo 

lo.eking i n frenl'.l;aas if ho d i d not say thnt tho 

preference of tr~ B~itish Gover?'lm)nt and even more 

of tho Dominions , waJ that the Empil"e should have 

no nolghbo'U!'s at all in trc Antarc t ic er in its 

adjacent i slands . 

2o As :"'egr..rds tro ot.hor asi:ects , which was 

OOJ"r1r.e1•cial , Si r R. Lind.soy obsePvad th:lt the cnly 

gcvor-nnxmtal o.tJ:.i vit~l :,.r:. tc:rost~ng :: tao lf in tr..e v1haling 

ir.~1u.otry of the so1.:i.tbari: 1;oaters r.n3 Br.!.tish, :ind the 

whaling industry or.ad r.. gr.eat deal to tho co;:itrol 

which hs.d hitherto ooen e;:ercinedo This co11tr•ol h:!d 

always been exorcieen ir. e:n irnpar-t:tal spirit as 

betwae4 British e:n<i 1~:i":-l'i<:ogio.n int.)rosta , and i t 

was ce:roteinly indi.."pe113ablo that so1113 contr ol should 

cont inue to be e:xsro~~d in o. v;i ae and v.ell regulated 

Inannel• I i n View Of t}-,s a~r "t.h!J.t. t.l:v) \Yha.lea in t.l:Jo 

aouthorn seas ::dght in the C~Ul·20 of t'.1.:m;i vanish 

almc.. t as complet5 l~· c..s thoy had in tre nOl'~rn .oceans .. 

His t:ajesty ls Go\-e:!'r;':"e!".t. ha.cl , b.<Mt'V<tr,, no dosiro 

wl1e.t~vor to oxcl':i'1:l Horimgicns frcin on ~nduatry which 

they had prorecu~d v1~tl: such e!:ill antl entori)1•.i.so , and 

troy wou:a. be c:nxious to ccme to nn agr-oement \Ti th the 

l:orwegian Govermr8r..t &!:: tc the beot r:t.Jami which CO"J.l<l 

oo tal:en for tJ::c furtmr and even rncro offi ciant 

protection or the best inta1•0sto of tro v1haling industry. 

3 . 



Copy. ( 
~ f fl 

(U 99'78/5:;2/50) . 

FOREIGll Ort'F!C.E ,S .U . l., 

October 18th, 1928. 

Sir 1 

At Sir R . Lindsay 1 a request too Horwegicn Ministe:;." 

celled recently to diocuse the qua st ion of Bouvo t 

Islnnd . Sir R,J,indse:y an.id thClt whilst His Majesty's 

Govornrrent vtere anxious to epnroach thls quest:!.on in 

a po1'fectly roas.,nable spirit, uidor ivsuee seetmd to 

be involved than thoso relntinG to Bouvet Island alone, 

o.nc1 that tl1.e ~...,., ov1-:l•nmonts He:"e re~ll-y spproe.ching 

tho discuscion of the r.hole Antarctic question . Of 

this t1'...ere v:-ere tuo as po cts; tho first mu; political 

and territorial. Considerations of Geoeraphy alone, 

with the British Dominions of south Africa , Australia 

and New Zoe.land projecting down to\'/ards the Antarctic 

continent, cave tr~ Br itish Empire a very special 

interest in tho political rights over tnoso sreas , 

pa11 ticularly in view of tbe srowing cl.isposition of tre 
Dominions to i nterest tbemso lve s in the dispose.l t'lf 

Antarctic torritories• The just~1cation of the go:neral 

attitude of" Groat Britoin in this matter was tlw fact 

tho.t fol" many years British e.dm1nistrativo activities 

alor.e ho.d been er.ercised in Antarctic waters . uorc over 

r.ithout be li tting the o.clmirabl.e Norweeian efforts in 

t~ srum field , it could not oo denied thc.t 01~ec,t. r: 
Brito.in had done the major part of tl13 exploration in 

tbA Antarctic end that the scientific uork cllr11

:ia d out 

by Great Britain , esrecially by th~ Uo.wson and 

:i..D .F .Gascoig 11~ ,Esq., 
e to • , "tc • , a tc • > 

-.)slo 

Shackleto;i 
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On tho eo. ... e occD :.>ion ?•crv-0.:;1 'U1 l'ini ter rce.a L\:O 

memoro.nda ( 1) ct··tin:; tb"t t'.e norvv"io.n "'r• tr1. i;cn1 wore 

prepared to ex 1J1·csn tholr \lillin r.e s to !ro!:'roin frori occupying 

a ny land ~ithin tho tc~ritorie~ re~errod to in the Sur:i.'l&rY 

of Proceedings of t1rn .r.m;o1·iul Con"e:rcnco 19CG (2) OX!1ressing 

tile great in~erer.t of his government in the question of tho 

praaervution of ihe stocl!: of ":be.lee and tho i>rotection of 

nnims.l lifa in tho ,i..xct1 c and Antarctic , oumwuizing tho 

l egislation they have in !jind for p:.cohi\Jiting tho capture of 

fur seal s and contl·olli~8 the cupture of 'l"lhulebone who.las , 

o.nd stating their Tiilli~gr.ess to discuss at any timo such 

queetio11s of common interest to 1;orm1:>· and the Britioh Er:pire. 

Uorwegiu.n YiniE:ter was inform3d .~n repl.y that tho atatomsnt 

contained in (1) above ':as 3:::eatly 11pp1·ociatod ~md tb1t \,ith 

re go.rd to (2) it '1US poea..:.ble tht>.t ":7e nr!.e,ht n~HO 111·oposcls 

to r:mke to the Hor\~egiun Government for doviBh10 l:lachirJ<HY with 

u vier< to clcse:r1co-orci:.nati.m of o'l!r L':u.tual interests as reeurds 
I 

the pracervaticn of the whalin5 .inO.uotry. !lorv;egian I4inister 

oxpreesod confic'onc~ that hie Cove:i:runcnt v:culd bri tmx:iouu to 

further thts ain by ar.y :le~ms v:l1ich woro pr::ictico.ble. 

Copie3 of record of convereation and nf the t~o 

memort.nda. read by irorviegian Minioter follow by mail in 

continuatior, oi my despt>tch of 6tb Hoveobor .l)orr.inions lio.525. 

secret. 

... 
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D. 1184G/26. 

~!i:t.EGTIAJJ from the Secro ti~ry of St·1 te !or Dominiou Affairs to 

the Governor Gcnor.Ll of new ze~l-nd . 

(Sent ;:,. 45 p . m. 16th l!ovember 1928) 

16th November . No.166 Secret. 

Hy telei;rMi 11th October llo . 143 Secret , Antarctic . 

From attitude which IJorwec:;inn J!iniriter :Jssumod in course of 

ne ·otiations over 3ouvet ! .:;land 1 t become clear thc1t it would 

serve no useful purpose to attach conditions to our ofter to 

vii thdre.w our cl aim to the Isl:.md s1noe auoh u cour1:>e ci._;ht 

result only in ar..tagonising tht;i Nor\.e,3ia.n Govern1.1ent t.ithout 

effecting their \'.'i thdra\'\'/ll from the I::i:.:::.nd of \:hi ch t!!GY ms.y 

be regarded as in oocup~tion (eee last onclooure in my 

de0pntch 6th l?ovember Do:ID.niona no . 525 3ecret) nnd v.ould thus 

render more di:f~'icult tlle achievement of the !ll€.in objocts which 

we hnve in view. The wiser course seemed to be to withdraw 

our claim at once as an uct of grace and to rely on the 

goodwill which such action would be likoly to ins1)ire to move 

the Nonvegians to reciprvcate by giving uo aeeuronces which they 

know that we are anxious to :receive a.A to (1) abatontion f r om 

further annexntion::! ( 2) control of :pelucic whaling. 

1101·we~ian Uinister ··:a.~ &cco:!:'uin81Y informed verbally on 

141.h. November tl.F..t i' is l!,f.~oa ... y ' G Govermn9nt in Gront Dritain 

withdrew nny cluirJ · .. h0y u.ie;ht huve Ju.,d to .bouvet !~lend and 

would raiaa no ob~ec;tio11 to its <:JDI10Xtit10n by the llorwe3ian 

Government . Nor1-:ot:;i l'.n Uinistor eX1'r1.H."1Sed the live lie st 

satisfaction at thiu announcar:ient and s s id thut it would 

greatly gra.ti:fy hil~ Cov~l'f!D1Cnt . 

On 



, " ·-
(\'I .10837/532/ 50 ) 

l&la.1.cat,e. 

!he Norwegian Goverr.ment heve learnt with aat1s-

f a ction that His Britannic .r.iRj r·sty' s Gove:rp.ment are 

favourably disposed as rc~ardo the quoation of the ~·orwegia.n 

sovcrcignt.y over Bouvet Island. They would be glad to 

recci vo a.a eerly as possible II. B .M. 's Government's official 

comnunication on the subject. The Jorwesian Government 

stront;ly hol d the opinion t,hat it would be best to decide 

t hic quo ct,ion c.lPOn its own merits and that it s..1ould not 

be connect ed with otnor q-aestions. 

However, the Norwegian Government take the greatest 

possible 1rterest in the question of the preservation of 

the stock of whPlea and the protection of animal 11f e 1n 

the Arci,ic and Antarctic Re6ions . H.B .M. ' a Government 

"111 be aware that a provisioral Order l n Council was 

ismied on the 10th of August, 1928, prohibiting the 

capture of fur seals by Forwogi a.ne . The Bi ll proposing 

the enactment of this measure will be submitted to the 

next stortim;. The Norwegian Government will submit to 

t he F..S::'!e Storting e Bill proposing regulations for the 

capt ure of wh: lebone wh~ les. 

prepr 1 .... tion. 
7h1a B111 is now under 

The Norweglan Government would be glad e.t any 

time to discuRr: with H.B.M. 'a Government euch questions of 

comnon 1nterect to Porway and the British Empire. and i n 

this connexion they would like to RB.Y that they sincerely 

desire to meet the w1shea of H.B. M. ' s Government as far as 

1n any wny po .... i:-:ibl e havi:--g r c;;Prd to ttorweg1en interest a 

in Arctic Regions. 

rorwegi o.n L egotion , 

r,crndo"1 , 16/10/1928. 



The llo1~we-~ien Government hove nnt. S":.lfficienv 

lmowl~dge of t ,hP. bPois up01" wt.ic!1 arf' founded the 

Britti:'.:h cl1):ms tn eucl1 ~.r. c of i:,i.1e ·~cn·h,c;1·ios \i.11C;h the 

lf.f3\.. :imperir.l Cnnfenmce asserted to 'be British. 'rhe 

Norwegian C'roverriment ~1c.wevcr fare pr<J1)ared t.o express 

their wlllingneci:- t.o refrr.J.n frn:n occupyinG er:' land 

·:11-t:.hil"\ ther..e t.erritorics. 

" 1 orv:rgi(ln Le- at.ion. 

;_,ondon, 14/11/1920 . 



,.. ... 

. :);ni G 
._ overm:cnt wm11ct on all occa.o1'>no ~~ivc them the mo&t 

s~rn1pathetic consideration po asibl o. He r:;rcatly appre-

ciated the stntanent which the :.U:1i ster hc.d mcde to him 

in regard to ·~he terr1t.or1cs m~ntioned in th~ Imperie.l 

Conterence proceedings, and thOU£•;ht it possible that His 

Majesty ' s Government mignt have propoAals t.o make to t:!'le 

Norvrnsi a.n Government for the devising o.f machinery with 

a view to clocer co-ordination ot the interests of the 

two countries as r er;ards t.he regulation of the whali ng 

i ndustry. Monsieur Vogt replied that he felt q,u.ite 

confident t!let. the ?!orwe;ien C" 'crnment would be e.rJ.X:l.ous 

to further tl:it::; aim by all pr~ctica·o1e meanr.;. 

I B.'TI , stc . , 

( Po1· Lord Cushenclun) 

( Sd . ) H. H. CAMPBELL . 



To o 1-97 o 

( ·:1. 10837/532/50). Nove~oer 15th, 1928 . 

Sir, 

The Norwer,ie.n iH·ii st.t. r co.11 ed yestcrdc.y on Gi'!' 

R.Lindsa.y to continue tbe disr..:ussion re3ardin the 

aoverci~nty of Bouvet It: -na. 
2 . On Sir B. Lindsey remarking at t.hi: outset that. 

he felt c0nfident the rr:et.ter would be settled that day, 

the Mini stcr e::-..""Pressed his grstification and proceeded to 

ree-~d the two memorenda of v:hich copies are enclosed . 

3. Sir R.Lindea;y· t.11en ro,r.!ndcd :.1ons::.e;.ir Vogt ·c.hat 

when he hAd seen him on f prev~ouc cc~esion he h~d c~re­

fully ref reined frcim m'lcint~ t.he attitude of His Muj e sty 1 s 

Goverrmrmt in regerd to Douvet Islend in P.ny ·uay cond:i.t i onal 

on the fulfil."!'lont of tl1e des:t.dcrato. whicn he h~·ct exprossed 

to the HiPi ster on bt!h~lf ci~ His Me.j eaty' s Government . 

Ho was nov1 enxious t.o CPl'ry lihc lo"'icel implico:iiions of 

thrt. attitud€ a. ct CD further by stet~n:::- fom.D.lly that His 

:~aj csty 1 s Gove!'roment. ·:n.--.hdrew ell claim to Bouvet Island, 

Pnd would raise no objr>~tion to its amexetion by the 

·orwe,.,.ian Govonunrnt . i:onsieur Vog~ expressed the live-

liest ectiefcctimi 8t t.hlC' armouncement £Ind sr1c1 thrt i t 

would be a. source of rr.uch :;ra-vification to his government . 

4. Sir R. L1ridsoy t.llei.1 went on to r,o.y ·~:1et. His 

1~r. j r r-:t.y ' a Govcrnml'nt st,j_ll ettE'<..:hco grco.t impon ence to 

t.hr c1cE;id0reta whict he had mentioned on e p~evious occas1o~ 1 

end I hrcl mibscau<'ntl:,,r reperted, and he hop"'d the :oriNeg1an 

A D.F. Gesc21";!1e,_ES::! · l 

. etc .. e~c .. euc . . 

Governnen-0 
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Antarctic should not be undo1·1)et.i•nriteJ. . 

"Tho attitude of Croat !ll'i tnit. v;ill arouHe general 

satisfaction in ~or\ay. ~1~re was rooeon to believe 

that Grant :ari tain regarded the No:n10gien unnoxction 

with mi;yed feelings in vH\7 of hor own effort::: to 

develop hc:i: whaling industry and there ia thorefore 

nll tho more reason to ref3ard the action o:i: (}reat Britain 

no evidence of the close end good re l ations existing 

between the two nation.a. 

"Thie thoutjht 'i\'&S also g:i ven o. :forr.1 i n the :Sri ti sh 

official communique 'lll!ich shol.Ald meot with 13enernl approva1:·, 

4 . "1.o::-£en~lo.det" , the lendins conservntlve orgun , 

lirni ts itself to gi vir.g n history of the Uorwoc.i.n.n ocouria-:ion 

o:f t ho Isler .. d and ~tutes that, nccording to tho uni tee! p::cess , 

the rocogni tlcn of ror<rngio.n sovereignty roust bo rega.rc;oJ. as 

a f r iondl y geuture and not as a. sign thut it is uckno,c;ledgod 

thb.t the British claims were unjn::itii:ia.blo . 

5. Of the organs of tho Left "Arbe:1.t1erbladet" :rc:':':;;".l.y 

roporte His Ma.jesty 1 s Government ' s decision o.nil o-tfo:cc no 

com=ients . 11110:::-gcs Kor:mrJ.nistblad" , howcve1· , tho 01·si:rn of tl113 

Mos~0\7 co:rJIDUilists , referring to the L1·itish coromunlquc, 

expreoees tho opi:r..icn that it is us a favour that Gi·eat 

Britain hao gi •en tr.e I::>land to llorway -- 1'0.n net of fuvour 

au thnn'l:s for liorv;n:; 1 s excellent per 4'ormance of tho role of 

h->ckoy r.hici1 she hu.z been n::iar<led l'Y B1·i ti eh ir:iporialim::i o.nd 

wM.oh role she wil 1 contin~a to plu~l in the future, 

Norway 1 s a.cquini tlon of Bou vet Isl ·.r.d i G thus IJei ther a. 

victory for norwet;ien diploma.c:r ncr ror Hor~.CGiun mili·,;c,:;y 

fore l , but it h:..1s been a:i:ri ·.rod at t,y tho gronillinG ot: 

cupi tal ist Uorv;~\Y before 1 Dri ti sh prodntor~· inl!)erill:'..ima ' ·~ 

1 hfl.VI) otc. 

( scv. ) A. G.AGCOI'1l:n.i . 
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lio.497 . 

My r..orf., 

L;:.r:..1s·1 Ll.G~.'.' 1 Cq, 

osw. 
:. 7ti1 November, 19280 

.ith reference to Your C.ordc1iii1' n tologrutn Ilv . 4/ .. of 

t he 14.:th instunt , I h~ve the honom: to re11ort thut the 

Bor~ceian pre~s , as a ~hole , havo , apart from merely reporting 

the c1ocision e.l'rivec1 at by nis Huj1:Jsty 1 s 1:ovorn::!cnt in rogurd 

to Bouyet Island and rei'errinB to tbe history of tiio 

Uorv:cgian occll >~ti on , offered surp1·isin._ly little comr:ien.t . 

2 . "':'idon'3 7e.:n" oi Hover .. b~r 16th, bov:ov;;r , contuins an 

article by cor,:ml A-:,;.gnard , a llonrngion l.>ui:;ineus mm , 1' .t'!liSing 

Great B1·i tain for the self ,w .. crificG \7hic:. snc 1:11:.: cH nplsyed 

in renouncing ho1· clo.i:n to tru;.t "outpor.t' of ~:.npire'' • Consul 

Aagnard fur t1:er st.ltes thfJ.t the rccogni ti on by Groi:t Britain 

of Hon:eaio.n sovereignty over tho l~lunt1 io n 11 tr1 umph of our 

GOOd cuuoo , our !.!ini::-:try :for Foroig:n Affair:J , unu :i"or 

Britioh fair ~~sy" . 

3. The nnme newspaper also publishe~ a leadinJ urticle 

expressing sutis ~,. ctic:c and pn.ising the ut ~i tude udopted by 

Hie Majesty's ~overrur.cr.t . ~he crticle cor.cludes ;.ith those 

words:-
"~ho annexation was romo•hat in the nature of an 

adventure but r~al intorco~s voro ut utu~ . The 

annox11tion \:n:J clci'er.eible on tho t:.'Tonr.us tr.at !!orwegisns 

utlliuo those r~gionB more thun •1r:y othOJ.' nation. 

Al thou,~h I•or;::.. ~iar. t7hn.1 in..:; -.:1.l l bo moro and more 

im1cpewlcnt of ..:or~:i.m conco:-·;i,lon:; the rJora.l ar.<l 

pcliti cal irnportr.ncc o.C a ponianen t footin: in tiJA 

J..ntrirctic 

~he Right uonourt:.blo 

'.l'h6 r,crii cushendun. 
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( 7 5456/98/50) 

~o . 188 . 

British Legntioi., 

Oslo . 

29th May , 1929 . 

Sir , 

It wo.s not until this monling that 1 had an 

opportur~i t'J of spenking to the Primo Minister on the m:.oject 

of Doughcrt"J Island , in a.ocorda.nce with the instructioHs 

t:ontnir.ed in ~'our d.esputcri. ~:o . 188 (\f 3397/ 98/150) of the 

Sth inStilllt . I rot:i4d8d ilis Excellency that l had al -

re:idy u:.e!~tioned tc him , (see lest po.re.graph of rcy telegra.~ 

:.o . 7 of the 27th J.;ebruary la.st) , thnt Mr . Bull , o. !:ror.:egie.ll 

subject, haC1 bec!1 g::;-ru1ted a 1 ice.nee by His Me.j esty' s 

Govornmeut in respect cf this island in 1913 , and I a:so 

drew his attent ior~ to the fact that Consul Lars Christei..-

sen , the owner o:f the, s . s . 1' 1lol"\-·egia.11
• ho.d himself appli0cl 

to His Hajesty' s Govermr.eut for a liueuce 1.n respect of ,;he 

Both these fo.t:ts were m.Jntio.n'3d i.n 

I:mperie.l Gonfe1'e.1ce Paper 110 • ..;. . l..iO n.nd in 1 ta ''"ppendix A. 

As regardn l!r . C!l:ristensen 1 s application , I mentioned thR.t 

the !,orwegiru1 i;uval :_ tto.che ir.. Londo11 had person3lly 

intervcued on his behulf . 

2 . r~r . i!owll.ckel took cnreful Jlote 

say, but o.id hot go further then to state 

of whe. t I had to ' 

th::n; ::;)ougherty 

Isl3i..d \1onld ~ot b0 e.~--luxed by th':l l.orv;egiu.n Government 

with out furthe!' con:mu1!ice.tio11 with His Uc.jesty ' s Go~e1·nme 

I have , utc . , 
(For H. M. Uiniai or} 

Right Ho!lourublo 
Sir ~usteu ChumberlQin , Y. . ~ • • M. P ., 

Ihs I:ajesty' s :PrinciJ)o.l 

(Signed ) J.l V,.J.17 Gascoigne . 

Socrctnry of State fo.,.. 'oreign Affai1·s , 
etc., etc . , etc . 

2 . 
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:.o . 188 . 

Sir , 

l"OREI G.~ OFF I CE , S • 1/ . l. 

6th l!ay·, 1929 . 

·:ith reference to your dce:pa.tt:h !~o . 73 of Februe1·y 

28th , l have to i!lfOl"Ill JOU that it is not desired that :;ou 

should volur .. tcer any state:nent t.o the ... 1or:rngio.n Goverru::.er.t 

or. the subjec: of the reported official OC(;'Up~tio: of ?cter 

I fola;l d by t:-c s . s . 11 l:c rvegi &'1 • If , I.ow over , tile 

_.01·wegiru. Go-.·er11me1.t should themsel-ve!> approach you in ti1e 

mutter you sho'llld reply that His 1.:ajesty 1 s Goverrunent in ti:.e 

Ui. ited K1.ngdom rmkc 110 clair.l to the island. Y. ou sl: oul a. 

o.t the sane ti;:ie , iu vie"w of the reported i r;tention of the 

s . s . '' I\orvegia·• ro visit Dougherty lslano , ta'r.e tho oppor t:v1-

i ty o:f d:ro.wiug the atte.'ltion of the :~orwegian Gover11rent (al 

to the circums tru1ces :relJit i.J.1g to tho issue of a licei1ce to a 

l.orwegiar1 subject 11::. :913 in i·espec t of Dougherty Island, as 

sur:mia1·isod 11 .... ppe~1dix ,_to Imperial ~onfere.!.ce Paper :io . 

E 1.30 , l COVi' of which i8 \Wderstood to be in. your possess.i.o.a ; 

a11d ( o ) · o the fact , o.lso rocordod iu. po.per l.o . E 130 , that 

in l<:i.!6 Cn:ptain Christensen , the o\mer of s . s . •·:.orvegia'' , 

himself appliod tc Eis La.jesty ' s Government in the U1~i ted 

Kingdom ~er a uhaling lice11ce in respect of Doughert:,· Isla.:. ... d . 

You should a.dd that , iu r eply to en qu irie~ ma.do by the 

Dom1.~lo.n3 Offil!e , addgior1al i.:. :'.ormtioH in .:onnexion with 

his fJ.ptlicctioil ':rns sup.1~ied by the •. aval : .. ttache at the ' 

J.:on-:egian Legation iJl Lo!1Cio£1 , vJho pe1·so1~a.lly 111tcrv ened oL 

Captaln Christenson' s oohul:f . 

I er.., etc., 
( :'or thE. SJci·etary o:f State l 

('3-:~1ad) : . ! • • Leeper • 
.:i:1e iior1ourablc 

Sil· :'re.i1cis Lindley , .K. C. I•: . G. , c .. , 
etc., otc ., e~c ., 

Oslo . 

l. 
I 22.565 - 28 G I 
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DJring the vo-;;13.ge froI!l South Shetlands no shoale of 
•h'J.l os we re see:. no:: aLy c.:orepods . 

P1. e '' :1or•cgia" left Peter !st Islaud on February 9th 
and rnet the pack ice at 700 South Latitude and 920 30' 
lest Lo11gitud~ . ;. t 1090 30' :est Longitude it waa 
impossible to proceed farther south . The ice there was 
011 a le...,·el \':i th the shiri' s bulwarks , and there was not 
the slightest op~fiing in it . At 1220 i!eet Lol1gitude the 
ice forced the :1 Norvegia'' to the north ·,yest . on Feor..iary 
15th the ship -.·1as at 690 South Latitude and 1270 1.'lest 
L.ongi tude and st-ee:reci to the north ~'lest to.,.fards the Hoss 
Sea sector . During t':a.t voyage the 11 :!orvegia" sailed 
over areas which ;:ere quite UJ..lk.11ow1~ , and oome dista;ice 
to the south of the line w!':.ich is marked on charts as 
the ice barrier, in e. eea which was named after Roald 
A'!JUndsen . According to a wireless message received to-
day the "!~orvegia" •·1as yesterday at 500 Sou tr. Latitude 
·1.ud "!bout 1700 West Longitude , seeking Swain' s :;:sland , 
conc1..rlli11g which I repor":ied in my articles 01. the 25th 
'\..id the 26th :.nstant . 

As was the case during the voyage o! "Odd I" it r:a s 
also found this year that the waters o! t!. e west of fae 
Shetland Isle1.ds are practically devoid of whales and 
co:pepods. :'hus tl:e "!~orvegia" reports from Peter lst 
Island that the:; only !r.et 25 \•:!:ales in all , blue whale s , 
finbacks ar.a. hu.:r.pbacks . 

The idea o~ establishing a meteorological statio~ 
on Bouvet Island. -uhis year .1ad to be e.o ti rely abari.iio:led, 
'bi.:.t a fresh attem;n; would be r...aae next :;ear . 

Fredriksvern , Februar-; 26 , :929 . 

-------------
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'i'he Geographical Journal ln an article concern lug 
Bouvet Island produced in No . 6, 1928, maintained t~t 
in consideration of Captair ... 1:orris~ decided content1or.1 
that he discovered Thomoson Island in 1825, and on the 
basis of tte confirmation which Captain Fuller had given 
with regard to the existence of tho Island in 1893, 
there was no reason to doubt the existence of the Islend. 
Lieutenant Co!"'.mander R. T. Gould, R.N. ( re"l;ired) c~ to 
a si~ilar concl~sion end ffiaintained this in his recently 
published book "Oddities" . In that oonnectior. Capte.i11 
Loreen on the "liorvegia" received telegraphic orders to 
?:lake a careful search for Thompson Island and " The 
Ohimuiea" • 

lu couformi ty ,.,i th those instructions the "lforvegi9." 
left Bouvet Island on the 20th December, and cruised 
about for 8 days within an area limited by 40 35' west 
Lo~1gi tu de and 60 l 7 ' ]'.a.., t Longitude a.ad 520 Sou th Latitude 
and 550 South Latitude searching for Thompson Island , bi;.t 
without result . No lalld or signs of land wer e observed 
in or near the positions given by llorris, Fuller and 
Gould . It must ther efore be taken fo r granted that what 
Uorrie saw on December 13th, 1825 , a.ad which he believed 
to be an islaud, was nothing but a large capsized :ceberg 
upon. which there had fixed ti1err..aelves stoLes .ar ... d gravel 
whilst i~ was aground on the west coast of the Islend 
which we now call Bouvet Island. S imilar black icebergs 
were observed 'by the "Norvegia" expedition this yeur, a.id 
Captain M. ne.lbert Hikkelsen , on Consul Lars Christe!isen' s 
tankahip the "Tho~y", iL a letter to the owners ·11rit'-en 
on board t!lat vessel at sea, 400 South Latitude , dated 
January 9th, 1929, reported that on the way home fro~ 
the pack ice his ship passed the positio£ given on the 
British Adniralty' s charts for Thompson Island and " '.::'he 
Chirmies", wi tbout having see!l them . On the other hend 
he met several coal black icebergs which at first he 
took to 'be islands . To one of the~ he had eveil giv~L 
the namo "Thor~y" before he dis covered his mistA.ke. 

If llorris and Puller really saw Thompson Island a.!ld 
" The Chirn1.1.iea" in 1825 and 1893 reapec·i.lvol; , which is 
very doubtful, t~en the only explanation of the disap­
pearance of tb e island and rocks is that after 1893 they 
muet ha.ve been swo.llowad up by a subr.arine eink.i.ng of tte 
crust of the elll'th, a deluge, or by a volcanic eruption 
sinila.r to that at Krakatau . 

After these resul tless investigations the " Ho rvegie.11 

went ~ck to the "Thorsha::mier" in order to bunker, and 
left that vessel on January 4th with De oeption Island as 
its destine. tio~ . The "lforveg!.a" arrived there on 
Janua::.-~ 23rd, and also during that voyage scientific 
iJ?vestigatioLS were oode, a.r..d she then proceeded to Peter 
1st Island which o.ue of ~ristease.c.' e Bailing ships , 
"Odd I" had visited 1n the season 192tS..-27. O.n that 
island , which was discovered by the Russian Circumuaviga­
to r vou Belliugshauseu on January 10th 1921 the 
Hor"\'legian flag was hois ted Md the iS~li.d t~en in to 
possession in the uru::e of King Haakon VII on FebruarJ 2na 
192g . furing their stay at the island the weather was • 
ver~ bad , aJJd storms a1ld fog recdered the work difficult . 

4 . 



{:Enclosure to Sir F . LiHdl~y· e .Deopu tch 1 o . 7,; , 20 . 2 . 2':! · l 

TRA.l~SL':r10: 1' RC: : - --
"l:orges Earldels og Sj~fartstidonde" . 

{The :,orwegio.n J O'lir.10.l oi Cor:imoroe and Shippiug . } 

Feb:ru u~.1 27th, 19 29. 

11 The urea 110st of Sou th Shotl OJ1ds 11.1.•::-.cti cBlly d avoid 
of whales . 

11 11.1 ti.e rloald ; .... '1TU11duea 1 s Sea the " Horvcgia'' saw only 
2b whales a.id uo coptJpods . 

" The vessel has bee;: f·irther south iu tt.ose waters 
tllon r.i1y other expeditio1. . :Uouvet lt:ilui.d is not to have 
u wireless station this st.:-:~son . 

" Coal black dr iiti11g icebergs wh ic:h looked surprls­
ii1gly 1 U.e isla11ds . 

"Tho:mpsou Island is probabl;,r such au "island" . 

n;; Bjar1.e Aagaard . 

Ao mentioned in the official c:omnr.u1iquo yesterday , 
the 11 1Iorvegl " left South Georgia on ilovemhcr 18th , 1928 , 
011 its new expedl ti on under the comroru1d off Cnp tai1, li ils 
Lurt;en, who was first officer 011 the previous voyage . 

On the wo.y to Bouvet IelnJld reetecroloeical nnd 
o ceai~Of rr:ph i cal i11vestiga tio1.s wei·e cons tun tly undo rtaken 
by Dr. OlE:tc.d' s assista.L.t , who we!1t OL boi1.rd in South 
Gcorgii:i , whilst Dr. Olstad, who W8S tho scientific 
leader of the expeditioi1 , wo.s to join ut Bouvet . He 
left .for Bouvet l sland on Octo lJP.r 14th , on board the 
flcv..tiugfactory " Tho1·sh:ur.mei·,,, and OH his arriv al went 011 
bonrd the " ilorv~gia", which iu tho mountime had reached 
t·he meeti1•c place agreed upo1. . Fron. December 9th to 13th 
o. quauti ty of mg,terial belonging to th~ metco·rologicnl 
station wus transferred from tne " Thorshammer" to the 
"liorvogia" . Th is was finished just before the urrival 
of the ''!MJthia" , another flea.ting factory belongi11g to 
Christensen , whereupoc , a quuntl ty of mu teriul \'!BS taken 
from the latter. on December 16th investigations were 
tr.ade with reg11rd to a suitable spot fo1· the meteorological 
station und this work wo.s continued on the 17th ai,d 
following days . the results were thut the only suitable 
spot was found to be Lars Islui1d , !l~d doubts we1·e <Jven 
expres1;3ed regurdin_ that . The weather was very bad most 
of the time , \71 th storr'.ls , fog and high sous . ;,s long 08 
they remained o..t the slalld wireless c:ow1~ctioh was very 
bod, a phtJ.UOI!h;non which \'/'ls also notic:eable duriHg the 
•
11:orvegia 1 s " first voyage . Bouvet appeared to be who.t 
iu known as " u dead poi1-t'1 • During the ii· stay the1·e 
members of the e:iqieditio11 ·N3ht O.:Jhore ll. Bouvet Iolnnd 
und ulso on Lar~ Isl~nd . 



his mistake . This may possibly be the explanation of 
the m;yth concer11i11g these islands . 

I'rom Bou' et Islat:d the ship proceeded to the edge of 
the ice aud thence to DecE':>tion on South Shetlands \'there 
it took a full cargo c-f ccal, ~wd further westward to 
Poter Ist Island, which 0.1 .. Feoru.1.ry 7tn by authority from 
the ilorweglatl Government waa occupied as l.orwegian 
terri tor.r, l:o claim to Pe tor Ist Isle.nd has been made 
by other Powers. It wns first seen in 1621 by a Russian 
expe di ti 011 under the command of Admiral von Bellinghausen 
and later by a Frenchman Chnrcot. But no one had beoll on 
shore ther e before . The island is 9 nautical milee long 
in a nortterly to southerly direction • 

.l.s will be re11e;nbered , Const:! Christenseu sent his 
ship 

11
0dd 111 

to the Isla..d iJ.1 1927 , They succeeded for 
the first ti~e in ~:pproachi.ng close to it but nobody went 
on shore . However , maps were mode and photographs taken, 
OOUlldings were made in the vicii1i ty , nud by bot tom 
scraping a collection ·.vas made for a·1.mples oi i:;tone which 
have subsequently bgen s cieuti fically investigated and 
described by Eerr Ol'lf A.riton Broch , B.Sc. 

-------------
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(1nclosu.ro to ;;,ir P. Lilldlcy•s :Jespatch .... o . 73 , 28 . 2 . 29) 

1
' J.' irl e1~e Pe&J;'' 

27 . 2 . 29 . 

In connectio11 with the aboYe repo1·t Co1.sul 
Chrieterseh r:as givez. us the· following complete i.nforn.a.­
t1on regarding the expedition . 

The "~.orvegia" , which as will be rerlembered wns 
!~eve:i:·-31~· d'l.Da.ged duriHS her last expedition , ~e!3 been 
lying nt South Georgi::\ for repuirs during the winter 
Wider tl:e directioli of L'lrse.u , first mate. who is in 
com:lnnd of the vessel o.n the preaont expedi tiou . J!l 
order to achieve its object, vi~ •• to iuveatlgute the 
ocourrcnc9 of w:iales off the Falkland Islauds , the 
"~.orvegir..:." ho.s u complete scieuti:f lc equipment oil board . 
':i.'hus there are all kindo of instrumeuts for so1.wding 
deep water , for measnring te!!!pero.tureo and for obta.inL'1g 
so.nples cf ·.mterf rom the depth$ of the sea . The 
ex:pedi tioil has paid special a ttentio11 to securing complete 
observatious of the occurre11ce oi ice 0.1.d the direction 
of currents, ::iat~ers w!1.:.ch are of grer,t iuterest to 
whalers . 'l'he occ-.irrc.uce of copepods is also of ccursa o'f 
the greatest importallce , and whe11ever there has be.u a1. 
op:portuni-C-J the lanes 111 the ice have been entered a11d 
srun:ples takon of the c<.pepods benoo.th the surface of the 
ice, v1hei·3 as a rt.le they a1·e depotii ted like a b1'C'wn 
layer. There is also on boo.rd a complete equ ipra::nt for 
u.i...dertak i.ng bot l;om scra1 i!1g, n11d t hia has be~H do He 
e:xteilsively a1·oulld !3ouvet and Pc ter Ist Island . :..ccord­
iJttr to the re1Jorts discoveries ho.ve be ,.n made there '~1icl1 
::;r: Ole tad , who is a. Zoologist a!.d 'NflS i.a ~ou th Shetl:iuci.s 
u.1d South Georgia la.:>t yea.1-, conside1·s to be hitherto 
unlwow11 species. The ex:redition has twice crossed the 
olc.I. w!'lo.li11g a.rer.. i11 the Falkl::wds aeet ion. nnd in addi­
tioll , hns followed the iee fo!' some dis tance east·.vard, 
DO'.ltt": of Bouvet . Tl~c:r l~Ye thus u1idoubtedly ma.de valu-
able observutioll8 regurdit1g the • touk of v1hule::i, observa­
tions ·:nich in furure will be of e;reut lrnportance for 
!lorweg1an whaling. .ues id es lnl•ding on Bouv et Islr.nd 
t1.ey also went ashore C!l a little isla11d in the neighbour-
1.ood ·11hich has been given tho ll•C0 Larf' r.,land after 
Coi1sul ..;hristei.sen • e ll'ttlo so ..• 

:;reat in t.erest is attachod to the i11formatio.i that 
the expedi"tion was not able to find Thompson Island a11d 
"fhe ChwJies ', al tLo\..gh 1 t cr..iised for Hille days, from 
JJeceubor 20th - 29th, in the waters where Euglishl!len 
assert that the Isl::.nds lie, and the soundings were 
tal:er. down to 1500 m. >vi tr.out reaching botton. In 
this conr..:.ection it r:JJY nlso be stated that the Cuntaiu 
011 C011sul Christensen's tnnL bout 11 rhe Tl.o~y" , when he 
returned ho:m_e in Jan'..lal"J , had orders to make his course 
accordiilg to the alleged posl ti on of the islauds but 
he , too , enw llotLing of them . Tu his report to' the 
o·:rners the Captain of "'£he Tt.or6y" wrote thnt he had 
o1Jserved no isl:111ds but had several tim)S be~u. deceived 
by coal black i\!ebergs, tu1d th~t in one case he had 
even ivuood a lo.rgo i c.:ebei·g 1 .rhorc311 before he d.iscov ered 
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Sir , 

BRITISH LEGATIOH 

OSLO . 

February 28th, 1929 . 

'Iii th roference to my telegrams Hoo . 7 ar.tl 8 of the 
27th instant, I have the .honour to report that. ·the mes sage 
publi~iled by the official ilor..,eginn Telegraph Bureau in 
the eve11i.1.1g newspapers of the 26th l:'egl).rding Peter Ist 
I.slaud runs as follows ili trauslatiol.l : -

"The owners oi the 'Horvogia' infol."t! us tho.t the 
vessel left South Georgia 011 November 8th , 1928 . The 
principal object of the expedi tjon ie to sea.rch for 
who.les- EUlu in that cou.nectiou ma.l~e observ13.tio11s of ice , 
currents, the temperature of the wator , the appe~ra.nce 
of whale food alo....g the ice ruid within the wa tor charu·.1els, 
m.C\ke notes of all whales seen, take soundings , etc. 
Trawls will be lowered and collectio.ns made f o r scier..tific 
examinat iou. · I'he leader of the expedition is Dr. Ola 
Olstad . 

"The ship first sailed across the Ii'al kla11d Sector 
and the reafter follorred tr.e ice ai.d ill the new whaling 
area s9uth a.ml east of l:Souvet . k. uumbcr of la11dings 
were made or. the Islru.d. ..ften1arda the ship searched 
the waters in r1hich Tho~so.&: l::;l<u1d and "The Ctirenies" 
are marked as l;r:il'.lg . It is th.,, opinion of the expedition 
that uei ti:e r of theoe tVIO exist . 

"Then<.;f' the ship too;,. n more ooutherly course over 
the'Falkla.ild ~ector to South Shetland . The course then 
was led to Pete1 Ist lslauL:. , which was occupied ior Norway 
on :h,ebruar;; 2Ld . Thence the ship penetrated into the 
pe.ck ice as far as 70° South Latitude , from which point 
she worked her way westward until about the edge of the 
Ross Sea Sector at 1400 "Jest Lo~Hude . 

11 
The ship has apparently sailed over unk11ow.u areas . 

'i'he area where Peter lat Island lies nae been christened 
Ronld .~!llUJ.ld3er~'~ Sea . 

"The snip is !lo·,.,. loo1i~1g for the xcyster.i.ous S\·1ain' s 
Iulw1d , or !'Jougherty , which is suppo..,ed to have been 
observed several ti;;:ies but which lt bas not been possible 
to rediscover ." 

I have the honour fur tho::.· to transmit translations 
of two articles from the ~0~wegiru1 press on the subject 
of the Island . ?he first article , which appeared in the 
Shipping Gazette last 1ii~h"t, is written by the 11e1l-Jr..!lown 
authority o.n .:. rcti(: research, :::r. Djc.1·11e ;t..o.gaa.rd . It 
will be seen irore this art ... clc t:'l'lt ve1·:,.· fe·1: whale::> were 
obsorved b:; the :'llorvegia" "during her cruise . The 
secoHd article is from "Tidens Teen" ot yesterday and 

The .n iB:1t Ho Hou rable 
Sir !.uute.n Cnombarla.in , K. G., L~ .P ., 

!!is Ifajasty' s Principal Secretary 
of State for ro~eign ~ffairs , 

London. 

1. 
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ue.ys • .3ounalngs rnuld oe t.al eu by means of tht.l J ... :co soundin 

ap"Oarut.us , end su:nples of the bot.to.n or the sea wou l·j be 

exa.1ined . These ousenrat1ond \mule bw c1u•ried oat. fro:i a 

nu.nbor of '11 fferen t points , p1·obably about. a .bun :ired . 

Tt1e expo1iti0r, would also at.tempt to brin12 homo living 

spec imm1s or fur - bearing ani ·1n1s f.;,r· tho zoological ~al'dens , 

as well as :3peCl ir1ens of othe1· ar1ima1u and samplus of stor.e , 

mos fl , o t.c , 

3 . f,1r . Chris t euson m1:Jntionod ful't.her that tw<mt;; - r'ive 

·1males ht.d t>t:en marked last yeur by the "Norvogia" , and that 

fu!'ther mar·ldng would be cerriud on au?'ing t.he co,nlr.g expedi -

tion . -=>pecial d&rt.s had Duen t!onstruct.ed , on which wes en-

•raved t.he :::apita.l l~t·~er 111. 1
• and u nu1i1ber; arnJ it was very 

~ucb rooed that an,;-one wno too• •hales with these .nnrl<s on 

them ·:ould reoort the occurrenc~ to hi n. 

4 . . r . Cll!'istenser. continued tbn t. the "Norvegia" ·.;;oulc~ 

sail over the nraa ..vhe1•e t.he m:,rstel'iow; l.im:i·od Islar.ds were 

placed , and VJoul 1 a.gain look for .:Joughor ty rs lo.nd in the 

position '"iven by Bull . ...,,ur>lnt'· t.he flir;nt8 the aeronauts 

would at .. o.npt to Ji.,cov!:j?' vmet.ner t,1-w tcp of Uouvet Island 

was a crater , as well as ~o cnart that island and Peter 

Island vlth the help of photo~raphu from the alr . In 

Bouvet Islru1~ n ~ew d3p6t would ue Pla~ed instead of the 

or.e v!11cll ·ns carrier) rcwy last winter. 

5 . ...~lnall:r , it we.s rnentlon.:;d that. the 11 ThorJham11er11 

woulo havt; or boArd Lhe first. rnach ineI'y for preparing whale 

11oat bernot.1t!ally . '!he inver.tor rns a r . Vet.lesen , who ha:l 

be 11 .J'<peri1 • ..ir.t.11,,. f0!' over th1•oe years with t.he ob~ect of 

e!.11.11nr.tiw..- tbe taste of oil lr, the meo.t . 'lhe roo,tlt or hls 

oxperi men ts ... , 



·~ COPY 

britiGh Lo ntion , 

O.,LQ. 

2~nd Aue;ust , 192r, . 

Sir, 

· i th refcrenC'3 to .. 1:1 dr•spa tch lvo.18b of the 29th 

my ltrnt I have tu~ honout· to N•port tbot an interview ··ith 

,r . Lut•a Ghr•l stonsen or. tho !:lutljcc t or tho fot·thco•nlng cruiso 

or t1 i s snip 11 1.orvogia" i r. t!1e Ant!lc'tic vrns published in the 

llorwogian " Shipping Gazette" lns<. ni,g1t . r . Ch r isten s en is 

r eportt.:d as nov ing statod t.t10.t. tho · hOrvo;ia" \"ias now lying 

in South Georgiu , and that tho " 1'1ot• l" was luaving f:orway 

t omorro,·1 v·it.b thi3 crew of the '' No1•vegio." on board , and that the 

''Tnor shn,n;•:er·" , ·:•.tt1 Capi..ai · Riiser- - Larsan arid .. ~r . Lutzcw--Holm 

and t.•1eir flying .1a.;11ires v,o.s lE:ovlng t.he day a f ter . It is 

intenr!ed thut. 1..re · 1.orve~ia" should rneot the " Tho r shammar" at 

Bo .... vot Islenll and ~sl~0 on bour d t.i:le ll:;inJ machinos and act as 

thoir mothel' - !3hip . The "i-orvogl!!'' a11d the oir•men would help 

Captain Bull in tho "1'horsLam.ne 1'" u::i loJJg as 1 t was desirable , 

l>ut as soon as Cap t:thl id ls Lor sen und t1Jo " Norve£!ia" had 

obtained their ob,ir..:ct , it. \',as lnt.ended t.hat Lhe ''t.orvog ia" 

shoul·j follow the ice varrlur r i ght round tho Anta:rtic Oasin . 

2 . It w::is ruckor,od t hat the vo:fugc would take aoout 

fouro months . \Japter f,i ia~1' - .L9.1•sen would undertake t he 

sclentlfic wor-k ,, 1lch v;ould include investi~a t1ons regarding 

tho ice , the ocean curronts , the t~.nperature of the sea and 

the .:irosence of ,,.,rnle .1.'.lou along the ice and within the open 

bays ••••• 

The l~ I P"h t. Honou rnb lo 

Arthur Hond.rson , • . ~ ., 

rils .taJcsty ' s Principal Sucret.Al'j" of S tate 
for Foveign Affairs , 
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C..9JL. 

(,.' 2325/1904/30) . :;c:WEGJA:T !..!!:GATlO"i , 

Landres , 

iro. 56/1929 . le 9 rr;ai, l $29 . 

l'onsif'ur le Pinistrc , 

D1 ordre demon Gouver nement , j ' ai 1 1honneur 

de porter ~ la connniaeance de Votre ExcellP.nca 

que 1: he de J~m ;•o.ycm , pn.r D~crot Roy~l du 8 1. ;:;,i 

192'3, 9. ~t~ soumise ~ la scuv•· r ainete de la 

l:orv~"'.e . 

L ' autorite de police d~ns l ' !le eat exercee 

p9.r le chef de la at~~ion re6teoro1o~ique . 

Vei..;.illez a;zr~er, ronsicur le J.'inistre , lea 

~P-ur~~ces de rn~ plue ~nute consid~r~~ion . 

(Sig~e) B. Vogt . 

The Ri~nt Honournr1e 

Sir Auet~n Cr "'lrbf'lrlain , K . G. , P .c ., 

<>t. c . ' etc . , e~c . 



110 . 9 . P:..11 rI s: l ::lnATIOU 

OSLO . 

J~nunry 14th , 1930 . 

rH r, 

l ~nve the ~onour to inforw you that, in t~c 

Kin'T nf lfor:m.yl e Speech opening the Stortin~ on ti;.e 

13th inst?nt, Hin 1tnj eaty mentioned that Jan Uayen 

l al::lnd ~1:-i.d bean tr>ken unC:.P.r lior;:egian sovereignty 

by Royal Procl '>Jr~,.,1 on on l~ay /;th last . 

2 . To-.:i;.>y the Hir.iet-:r of Soci"l Aff.,ira 

introduced into t:1e Odelsting a :Bill proposinf.) that 

!ror':'i~ginn I'unicip~l lan , Cri;iinal la.'\'7 ·ind la;.10 on 

judici ~1 procedurP. a·~'lll bE! ='-P?lied to tr.e new l~orr.egian 

posa,..ssi ons of Bouvet and Jan ;•ayen Islands. It 

provided, h owever, tJ:-:it .. dth r('~!'lrd to ti'le judicial 

procodure lawa , th~ Y.ing i o c::r.powered to introduce 

such modificl\tions as arP. necc•osi tr:ited by t!1e conditions 

ortr-iining, :·rhilet His 1.:aj csty i a also eJT1po·.10red to ma1~e 

regul~tiona for cQrrying out the le5ielvtion in force . 

I h"v<' , etc . , 

The Rit;ht Honourable 
Arthur Hendcrn o!'l, ?' .P . , 

Hie }'njt1st;:; 1 e Prbcipal Secretory 
of st~~A for iorei~n Alf~ire , 

Lend on, 
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\VJ~DNB. DAY. .JANUA in 23, 1929. 

AN ISLAND OF 
1\tYSTEI~Y. 

EXPEOITJOJX'S RF.TURN 
FRO)l BOV\'J::T. 

\\'HAT DID THEY 
F IND ? 

DIFFICULTIES OF LAl'\f)J:\G. 

Bouvet hlnnil, 'll'hiC'h liee aomo 1,800 
1mlua lo the aouth \\Cllt of Cnµo Town, 
Ima nlway1 hoou llAJOCJn~ wllh eome 
lll,Y•lefJ' or othor. 

'l'lm lntt~t q11cry C?ncerni"A the place 
IR jlC1rhnp1 the li!O.t mterestins: O{ all, 

\\ hy hft8 llou\"ot Jaland su·ldenlv 
changed Jb external nppcarnnce r To­
day h rM9tnbles an 1cclier1v for which it 
might c11uly I;., m1stakrJ1 but for thot 
f1Kl th11t it nOt'l'r n:cn"CS ! 

No land 1Yhate.-l'r u \'isi~ aloni:: it' 
coa51hno-nottu~ but i~. 

In 1893 memben of tlie Valdiv-in 
(<:enn11n) Ujied1tion btoOJ:ht bade some 
l'Mlarknbly good p1ctUtta of IloU\·ot. 
They •howed tho ul1md to be mountain. 
om nnd ice-<:apJied over the ,::re3ter pnrl 
of ib iipper aurfll«'. llut the 1teep 
black chf!w, • ilh glncie ... runnlns: dowu 
to the ec11 here nud there, WC!l'e 11nmLS­
tnknb!a 11iuu of t1>rra 0 6nna, althou~b 
hle11k and inhosp1tnbl11. 

l1XP1:01no~ Tll,\T 1-'AILEO. 

.Abon~ tv.o yean •JtO the GarJll!ln anney 
ship .M~ttor nlto \lalted the isbnd, and 
found almilnr 111tn1 o! land. lloth expt<f1. 
hone, howoor, n'ported thal at .,.,., n1ost 
d10lcult to rtlr.ct 11 ure landtni; uo tbP 
utand, As the 110a wna 1moriahly rough and 
no natural liarbnur or AD)' anrt ulatcd. 

!l:otwltb&tamlinl! lhi.t 1nlormnlion, l1ow 
C\'l!r, tb" tlllCl:J•ri•lnjl' \\lahtlUJt lino, 0\"rde 
a11d llahl, or Sand•f1or'11 :'\br•ay, tlt<"Jded 
to <ouplo n1cleorol gacal 1nTcstlgattons •1th 
their first whnhng Mtl\111 s in llm nolated 
f!31t of tho South .t\tlantlc. .for tho 
"halo.rs lklu.-<t was m<'toly to bo n non · 
dtzvoua for the mustrrmi: of the wbnlmg 
ll~ct: /or tho moteorol11g1cal expcrta st wu 
to bo o l1ome for at l~.ut 11 Har. 

Fortun11t.,ly for B\"rde and llabl lhe 
•ballU~ ee&lllln hu 1lftll oxtr&01d1narlly 
1ucces1a1. lo ty,n "'eek$ alonfl 4,000 totU 
Of otl ,., .. 1«11rod, wblch is now on iu 
•117 tt> RottMdam nut th• n1et rologic:il 
ex1~1ho11, aa alrNdy reported, h:i.s ended 
1u co1npleu faila.!t!, and the diuppoanteJ 
paaonnol who nached Cape Town from 
Bon\ .. t about two w~ ago oro now 
homeward bound to ~onray. 

QlT~TIOSS l :\'A~S\\'ERl!n. 
'\\'hat did lbeY £nd a &u.-ei Jsl4tld, 

and wh7 did t'iey notarn ao qutclily! 
TbCJe "rnt the qu~t oia one upttted 
the50 ~tlemen to ans"Pr dnnng their 
few hoan' eta1 In C•J>9 To.,.-n llu~ llO. 
Th•y hacJ recNvod ll)l<!Ctfle instruction. lo 
uy nothln;; aLoa~ U1clr m111Ston or das­
appo1Uto1cnL to the l!lAnd of rn11~ &n.J 
my1tu1. 

PROFITABI£ SIDE l.l~m. 
Jlll'Anwb le, all 11 o costly M}Ulpm n~ 1n 

te11dl'd for Lh& d Kltlem 1 ~ b al1U 
down IOlllh nn board the Th nhammn, 
"hero it h likrlv to et>7 unul that 1b1p 
returns to her 'home port. Amon th., 
•· elf~ta " of th• abandoned npt!dat on 
are lf!vn&I p&ir..o of 11Jyu fo:re•, valued 
at £200 each. l:'ox fanning ,.. s to havo 
l>Hn a P""fl!abll' aide !inf! for tl11 mrteos 
ol1'!:1Sta In their laland bom~ 

In new of tho preeperon• wh:ihng 
uason the Bwnt lltti b e:tl"'Cted to rn 
tum early pou1bl7 1111 un th• nut 
month. Thonhammer alone ts rap3bl1• or 
carrytns_ 13,000 ton of 1rhale 011 In n1IJ1 • 
!tun to her prc311nL couglorueratlon of daCI< 
cnrgo. 

Bouret lalAnd ltu fr nnrd ti t1 l'>p111 cf 
mAnv an 1llumin 1!1111; d!!cuss1on in the lln· 
tish l'11rliamont. \\'I on whnhng rl~hb or •he 
c.wncnhlp of th~ 1sl•nd woro not loalng 
•1u•sl1tJncd, &e>m•ono would l•<l a1kl'rl w '1•· 
fin~ ti.I posilaon and whethtr the n•m~ 
" Bou.-ct " 1ig111!Jed one hlanrl or a group 
Thorn119nn laland would ~r,•p into tl.o• 
argawcnl, and the repl:r wout.I he gh ~n 
1hit this 11land ,..111 11ghted In 1825, hul at 
ne> tamo 1ill 11. .t\nd u far IU Thompaon 
I&!lnd ii conrernt-d, t."o 11031t1on n:mlltnt 
u~hancod •I th m< rncu~. I ho Norweg an 
we~r0lo:.011l1 c rlAanl7 did n< i find 11, 
nnd sf the sklppc: of tho Thor&hallllll•r , 
P~ thta and 01hn btiau, cluo a1 rtly, re· 
iiort no d1acoftry, ono may a mne that 
Thompson hland b n enry ..... , " off the 
map.' 

1f Bntb.h M P.'1, ~ow " r, 1t U hHe a 
hking for .IlouTl't, the llo M m~y find 
llOlll~ d1Yen1 n 1n f lure 1f aom~bod7 puh 
the questlOD : Vi h:r bu Ronvel laland sud 
dtnly been tumed nto an "1 ebeTi;" t 



COPY. --
~ritioh Legation, 

Oslo. 

Uo. 61. 20th Febl1.4ary , 1930. 

Sir, 

With reference to rcy despatch Ho . 9 of the 14th 

ultimo I ha.Ye the honour to report that the Dill proposing 

~hat l.or.'legia.n Givil law, criminal la.\v a.nd J.a·,va on 

judicial procedure shall be applied to Iouv et ar.d Jan 

Ma;y en 1 sla.r.ds we.a adopted ur..arJ.mous:cy- by the Odeleting 

on tr.e l'th i nstant without detate. 

2 . According to "Tidens Tegn11 , .ran Ua.yen Island 

~111 , ~y the t er:ns of this Fill, become an integral part 

of the Kingdom in the sa~e llL'.lnn~r 6s Spitscergen. Bouvet 

Island, however, ie to le considered aa a l[orNegian 

poeeeaeion, and in this connection 11 Tidena Tegn" points 

out that it ie therefore not untra.naferable( "uavhendelig" ) . 

3. The Fill will now, in accordance with the 

usual procedure, be laid before the Lagting, after which, 

if it ie pa.seed cy tr.at 'body , it will be aucmitted for 

the Royal assent . 

: ha.ve, etc. , 

(Gd . j CF ... ~'11.ES WIN'}FIEIJ), 

The Right Honourable 

Arthur Henderson, :c. . P . , 

His Kaj esty 1 a Principal Secretary of State 

for Forei~~ Affairs , 

etc . , etc ., etc . 
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:he stipulations cont~ir.ed in the law 

respectins Svtil~a~d of July 17th, 19~5 H69-12 are to 

n.pply .:J:!._tnUQ~£n:il13 to .Jan .llilyen . 

2. :n the ~emcr~ndum contained in my despatch 

No.2G8 of the 29th ultimo, I lu.i.va endeavoured to 

ej.'J)la.ir. tho na-..itre of the Uorv1ei::;i an Court s refr~rred 

to abo-:o . :.:: r~eed only add that a "Byfo1;cd" ie a. S .el'·: 

wr.oae dut i ee a~e often extenGi ve, i ncluding those of n 

r:l:::yor in so=:e ?f the E:r.laller t ownc uo r.ell n:i naLJi sterial 

onoa . 

I hc."."e, etc . , 

( Sd . ) CP • .'i.RL"ES WI11G.Fll=.r . 



Ho.284. 
BRITlSli L"r.;GATIO~. , 

OSLO. 

Octoocr 2lat, 1930. 

Bir, 

With 1·efcl·ence t,o ~! c!eo!l~~tc... .No . 03 of lia'!"ch 

18th , .,, !; 1 I h.l.l.ve t.1~ i (' .oo.1r to trr..ni.;'!lit to you hcrcnith 

t!·ansla·.;.1.on: -

II . The extent of the d-..t1ea of the ' 1 ~seel.'!lD.r.n· 

en Jan ~.!rzyen is the M..'lle as wa.e fixed for the "Syoselrearn111 

on SvalnRrd in 13.w ~o . ll o~ July 17th, 1S25 (please ace 

Sil· Francie Lindley 1 s de.-Jpc.tch lio . 170 of .rune 18th, ls~:..) . 

III . The "Lai_;ro.ann&rett" for tho T1·omc "Lll.sso1;p•.11 

shall for the preoent be tho La.gmanns1·ott for Jar1 ~ay e n. 

IV . Jan .Mayen con::;tituteu u eepe.rato ''f1or.arno5n 11 • 

The buainesu which 'by la't": bclon~ to tre 
11
He:rredo 11 und E,-rret~er11 ie c..llocatea. for the preecnt to 

the offjce of the !rcrr.ae "Itrfcgod11 • 

The Rig[.:.: Honou1·nl.J.e 
Ju·thu-.: hrJ: -·~··.,en, l! . .i . 

1 

I.a c l!aien ~Y 1 e l 11·1ncipal Seoretttry of State 
fc.r :·.;:reign !.f-:a~rs, 

Lcndc11. 

The 



In accordance with the law reepectin~ Courts of 

Justice of Aupuet 13th, 1915, Uorwo.y ie divided into a 

nU;"':.ber of "La.gdommer" (Circuits) one for each "Ia.gmanns­

rett" or Assize Court . Thie Court coneiate of three or 

more judaeo nnd t ries civil or criminal oa1e1 ha.vino, 

when the lo.w eo d.ireot e , the ass11tance· ot a Jury or or 

ln:r o.seocio.te- judges ( La.grette or 11 nomsme11n"). '!'he 

"Lugdommar" in their turn a.re di vided into "lagooen" 

which mcy be eifferent for criminal or civil ca.ues . In 

such "I.nceogr.11 there a.re one or more assize towns where the 

"Lo.gm:-nnarett" site at opecified dates. 

The kinrdom is a.110 <1ivided into "Domeaogn" , 

each corrP-eponding to a Rural or Urca.n court {Herreds or 

ti' rett . ) Eacl1 "Domseogn" either constitutes e. "Tinr:;le.,::" 

or 1 a opli t up into two or more •Tinglag" either for 

criminal cases or for civil ones, or f or both , In each 

"Tinr'.lnt;" one or more spote are fixed for the ruro.l or 

urban courts on fixed dat e s . In ord.ina.ry ca.see whioh 

come bet ore these court a only one Judge will s it, out lLG 

cnn be assisted 'bY "Domemenn"(l~ &asociate judges) in 

thoae criminal or c1 vil cases in which the law :provides 

fo1· thia . 

1r. everf comrr.une there are one or moreConc111ation 

Cour.c1la . Ea.ch auch Council consists of three Ccmciliators 

an\;, a.a me.rw substitutes. They meet on !ixed. do.ys at a 

fixed spot, generally at l east once a month . They can, 

lto"never , meet on other de.tee and at other pla.cee. 



"I~l. P:>uvet Island conati tutee a ee:i)arate 

Dc.roeao n , ::'he busir.ess which 'ty luvr belonaa to the 

lierreds and Eyrettcr is allocated for the preeent to 

t he O:slo Urban Court . 

"The 11tipula.tione contained in the lai·: 

r e specting Svall:ard of Ju)3 17th, 1926 ID ~ to lZ , 

(pleaee oee Cir lir ancia Lindlf!Y ' s despatch lio , 170 of 

June 18th, 1925) a re to app:cy mutat i o reutnn.lia to 

Bouvet Iolani, 11 

2 , I enclose herein a memorandum in which I have 

endeavour~d to e;-:pla!n briefly the nature of the 

Norwegian courts to r:hich reference is ma.de in the 

al:·o .. e pa.re.c;rapha ar.d t:he areas in which they exc:-ci3c 

j uri • dict icn. 

1 r..a.VC I CtC, 1 

( ..,d , ) CHARI.~J '.'.'IN3FIJ:J D. 



No.258, OS!..O . 

September 29th, 1930. 

With reference to Icy' deepatch No . 83 of ::.arch. 

18th lnet deali np; T:i th legislation provi ding for the 

epplica.tion of Nor.vecian law to Eouvet Iela.nd, I have tho 

honour to inform ~-ou that the i eaue of the 111;orek 

Lovtidende" dated the ~2nd instant contained the text of 

a Roya l Resolution of the 19th instant, of ~hich the 

following is a translation:-

"Rc;ral Reeolut ion. 

"I. The Depart ment of Commerce t akes over the 

adminiotration o! Bouvet Island . The authority do~olving 

upon the "Fylkesma.nn" (Superior Authority) under the 

Kin~dom ' e leGielation shall in the oa.se of Douvct Ialand 

be exercised 1:y the Dopartment of CoI!llllerce . 

"II . ThP. dut1°e of the Chief Coneta.ble (Chief of the 

Police) en Eouvet Ielar.c ure allocated to the Deport~er.t 

cf Justice . 

"III. Tne Iau-unnsrett for the Oslo I.agsogn ab.all 

!or "'1-.e :present be the La~,.llB.nnerett for BouvP-t lola.nd. 

n IV. 

'I .:E n:'"' -T HONOURA.JI.Jl: 
A'171.it'!< ir"·:i;nwt.;ou, u .P . , 

.r:.IS!aAJ""S'I'f 1 8 .PR11.crPAL o-:":CrlET.AR'I Oll' STATE 
• JWH FORBr.m .. AF..t!'AIRs , 

LONno:~ . 
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Extr~ct fro~ Offici.l he1ort cf 17th Uoverrbor,1960. 

-------------------------
J .'ul ?.:.'.. Y .Jl I_; L .' .• .LJ . 

17 . ComrwJ.no ... r 50U::'!BY anlrnu tho Secxe"..:.1.ry of Sto.t& fer 

For~i en Jd.'fo.iro {,he ther, in -vie;. of his re1 l:t' tc a ~i •1estion 

asked on the 19th r.i:.i.y , 19:50 , ho ic no.: in n :JO:>ition to 

(5ive any infon.e.ti.on re.;urdi~i:. 'tht:. o....-n•H:Jhip of Jan t,!oycn 

ielontl? 

':'IC UH.IJBh sr:c;..:r::t..l:Y O!' E':A ... ~ ..-OR ~OhBlGll 11.1....:1 
•• IHS (ilr . Dnlton): 

Hy xi~t hon. Friend h'1S .>'ithin t!1'3 lust fe·· auys instructi;id 

Eie Uo.joGty' s Char~<! d 1 •• ~fai ree at Oslo to ru.r.d in a note 

to tho i:or'1egi::m !'inictcr for :-oreisn :1'ffo.irs mmouncing the 

recognition by F,is r!.·.t~~stJ' s Jovcrn.::ent in tho Uni teci Z.ingdom of 

Norwegian so\"'erai&nt~r o•;rer Jon :1~:.:.yen Island . 
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I 

19th ~ovember 1930. 

~he lHni~try for 1 ore i i;n A.ffe.irs . 

?.loneleu:r le Churc6 d ' A..:. fair Ge , 

In a note of the 18th instant ;.:ou wero ~o good as 

to state the t Hie B'l: Hannie Jti:.jesty 1 s GovArnment 1·eco .~ises 

Norway's sovereignty over Jtln ~ayen I s land, 

I r.r.vo the honour , while c.cknov:ledging the receipt 

of your noto, to cal: you to convey to your Goverru"lent the 

thanks of t~e Norwe~ian Govern:nent for their friendly attitude 

towards !~orway , \o;hich h~s found ex,ncssion in the ~il,ove-mentioned 

reco371ition . 

llr . Ranneth Johnst one, 

I ~vail I!l~rself , etc . 

(l'or the J:iniote1· of Foreign Aifairs) 

(S.; :. , ) AU": . L SI.1.Jl.RCR. 

H. B . M. Ch:i.r}e d'Af f uires, 

etc., etc ., etc . 



No .128 

Monaicur le Minictre d'~tat , 

BRITISH LEGATION 

OSLO . 

10th :lovember 1930 . 

As Your E.rnellency is doubtloe:::. aw·J.re , 011 May 9th, 1929 

the Norwo"'ian l.anider in I.oudon addressed a note to His 

:M~ jeGty'e PrincJ.i)O.l Secretn1·y of ~3ta.te for I'orei r!n Aff~irs , 

~nnounc in.:; l:h.'.' . .'~ , by a !toy11l Decree dated !'.!,1.y 8th J o.n .M~;ren 

Island h::td been pl u ced under Nor\·1eeian sovereignty . 

I llOW have the honour by dirQct1on of Hio Majesty ' s 

~ecretary of S~~te for lorei~ ~rfuirs to inform Your 

B:~collency tha t His Mgjesty' s Goverlll!lent in the United 

Kinedom have ta~en note of this Dec~ee and formally recognise 

No~~e~ian soverei&nty over Jan Mayen I sland . 

I am instructed to add that , His M~je oty ' s Governmen t 

not hav 111 ~ been informed of the srounds on which iior V'egian 

soverei:)t:lty was e:~tended to Jc.n M~yen Island , their 

recognition of that sovereignty ia a ccorded independently of 

and with all duo reserves in recard to the actual grounds on 

which the annexation may have been based . 

I ~vail myself of this opportunity to rene;v to you, 

Monsieur :i o IU!.ni stre d 'Lt~t. the a ssurance of my highest 

cons id era ti on . 

(Sgd . ) "KEN1fETH JOfiliSTO.NE . 

Son J:::::o ollence 

~onsieur J.L . Mowincke l , 

etc ., etc ,, etc. 
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COPY -
No.\/ . 192/l~Z/50. .r'OR'r..:IGN Ol!'.ll'I CE, S. W. 1. 

14th Ju.n1 ui";/, 1932 . 

Your F.xcoll<'ncy, 

With referonce to the enquiry of the :i.st Decem'bel' 

concernint; Pnuvct I eland, I have the honour to inform Your 

Excollcncy th~t the llorweria.n Minister inforrr.od Sir Austen 

Cho.m1 erlnin in u note, dated the 19th Jo.nuc.ry , 1928, that a. 

Uorwegian expeditivn to the South Atlantic in the oteo.rriship 

i: Norvecia11 had b0:m o.uthori oed to talco poaaossi<'n for Uo1"7oy 

of o.ny new land which rn:J v,ht ·ce found 1 and that the rr.aster of 

th'3 "Norveg:l.a'' had occupied Bouvct I a land on tho lat fJcccmber, 

192?, cstabli ohed o. depot there und he.ii utod t he l1orweginn flv.g. 

2 . The sto.tem~nt ~do ry Sir Aunt en Chamberlain in tr.e 

Houoc cf Commons, to v:hi~h ycu rcfer1•od: v:ua based on u note 

of tl:e 15th February, in which His l.i.:i.jea·cy' a Governricnt in ·the 

Uni tcd Kingdom ropliel to the Noruoi:;ia.n Govornment, informing 

them of the 0xiatencc of ::i. prior Bl'itich claim und fo::.•w..J.lly 

rcaei·ving ull tho1:r l'ights. 

3 . !n Moverr.'bor 1928, ho\·;ovcr , o.i'ter :.! ca.rcful review of 

the issuoc involved and having regard to tho friendJ,y relations 

existing bet,·1een the t...-:o countries, Hio Uujcoty' a 1Zcvermncnt 

in the 'Ur.itod ~ .. !ngdore C.ecidcd to vraivc their claim 1 o Touvct 

::: slc.nd in favour of liorm ... y . 

4 . Further I hu.,_e ':.he r.cncu1· to trnr:amit herewith to you 

copies of the Purlium~nt~ry ~uoation ~nd Answer , in \lhi~h thia 

decision ~no publicly ~nnounccd in tho House of Corr.mona on the 

19th ~ovemtor 1 19G8. 

Iha.vi'? , ct.:: ., 

(~or the Sooretury of St~te) 

( Jd, ) C . HOWARJ'I Sl.iITH . 

:! ~s 'E..'"<cclloncy, 
~onsicur A. do Fleurinu,G . c . v . o . , 

etc . , etc . , etc. 



( 'il.136'17/29/50) 

Le 20 fdvrier 1928, la quootion des droite 

a la posaeaeion de l 1 Ile Bouvet avnit fait l 1 objet 

d 1 une deola.ra.tion du Secr·~tairo d 1Etat pour lee Affaires 

Etrang~ros h la Chnmbre des Communes. 

Le Gou·,;1=n·nement :fran90.ie d6nirero.it, si cclU. 

~tait possible, connn~trc 1 1 ~tat de cotte question. 

ier d~cerabre, 1931 , 
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MINUTES (continued). 

24 . :r.2a.12~sR. from S ot ~Dome • .No.39.CONJ'. 
do do. =.-...._...-; ".J • SE~C::::i:RET"",-. ---

? . 3. 28. do ll4.SfCU1'. 
2I. 3 . 28. d o l4e. S1;CRE1'. 
30. 4 . '?8. do 223. ~C~T. 
29.6 . 28. d' 32?.SECRE~ . 
~6.9 . 28 . do. 486. Sl',CRET. 

6. lI. 28. do 526. SECRET. 
2I .II.28. do. 

do do. 
30.11.28 do. 
18.12.aa do. 

IO. 7. 2~. 
l8.9.2i 

clo 

-do-

do . 

~CP~T . 
568 

~~-313. Se~_t___ 
441 • 

91 Conf . Doms . 
l'l . 2 . 30 

6.3 . 30 
15 .4. 30 

do . Do~ . Jro . 122 , Conf. 

2 . 8 .30 
18 . ll .30 
18. u .JO 

l . 12.30 

do. 

24 . 12.30. 

18 . 3.31 
27 . 5 . :n 

do. 

30.6.31 

- ao-
28 . l.32 

Tel. from S . of s . No. lll Secret . 
Dee patch f ro rn 3. of S. No. 601. 
Deapatoh froms. 'lfS. DO:ne. No. 602Cont. 

-do- No . 471 . 

- do - No. 472 Secret . 

- do- Uo . 505. 

- do- Cir. d.esp.A. lio . 60 . 

93 . 
- a.o - Y4 Secret . 
- do- 109 . 

-c!o- lio . 194 ::>ecret . 

- do - Cir • .A. . No • 16 • 


