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Copy. 

ritieh Consulate, 

I'. n, 

24th ov ber,1926. 

ir, 

ivh reference to my de p tch o.11 of t e lat 

eptc ~er,1926,reporting the clnimins of the I land of Jan 

nyen by wi xierioan co~pany cclled tho ol'1rfr nt CoYDpcny, 

I l:iave now the honour to infol1!1 you th t I h:i.vo had a further 

converation ith r.Feder Lovfald on the r turn of hia second 

expedition to the island to land ~en nnd ctoreo for the winter 

and the following ia a revision of the facts and hould be 

taken as superseding the 1revious desp tch in all oints where 

it differs thDcefrom. 

2. From the enclosed rough ~ p the o.rt of the ialond 

no clain:ed by the olarfront vompeny ill een '.j8I ed 

in red.so it will be seen that the Cornpruiy at r E~nt only 

claims part of the island. The po.rt oarked in rroen, r .Lovfald 

ea.ya, is clai ed by the ? orwegia.n Geophysical ln"'ti tute, and tho 

uncoloured part is at resent unclaimed oe far en.la known. 

Further a hunting expedition from Aclesund is wintering on the 

part claimed by the Geophyaical Inetitvto oomewhcro near the 

place mnrked by a black circle on the map,and another expeditim 

consistil'8 of two en who have erected a hut ia wintering in 

the unclaimed part somewhere near th place marked on the 

map by a square. It ie not known ho t cac 1 t-mentioned 

men are or what their nationality ie. It is probably o. 

hunting expedition,but it is not known wbwther they have made 

a claim. 
3. 

he Honourable 

Sir Francis Lindley ,K.C. ,ll.G., 

etc., etc., 

British Legation, 

Cslxl. 

etc., 



3. .Lovfald showed me a docurnont claiming part of 

the ioland on behalf of the olarf~ont Company, Loae President 

io Mr .E~e~ld. The document wan signed by t e poroona who 

formed the expedttion. lhe claim comprises the part uf the 

island lyi~ to the ea.at of n straight line dr wn from tne 

uouth coast at President ock to the north conot nnd cuttiqg 

tho north-eact end of orth Lagoon. From t c bovc-mcntior.ed 

map it ill be seen thnt the .;Ompa.ny hru:i et rted 'Lwo fox 

farms , one at a.st Croan ,ove, and the other n.t Uie north east 
end of orth Lagoon. 

4. ihe fa.ms consist of a hut and 'two on nt each farm 

and a number of blue foxes in enclosures. 'lhe ani a.ls were 

captured on the ot. Ur .Lovfald intend3 to take up ailver 

foxes to Jan yen n°xt summer and to start alco hitc fox 

farmiq; . e maintains that the venture will prove a success 
ae he considers the conditions on the island are very 
suitable to fox fanning. 

I have etc., 

(~d) H.lielaell. 
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, 
GO\'F.RNOl(·GF rornA1.'s 01 l'ICI', 

37/937 
PRETORIA. 

2. October , 1926. 

MINUTE. 

The Go\'KllNOH·GH!•ffRAI. tran~mit:s herewith rv1 lhc information 

of M1~1sn:11s, ''ith 1efere11c.:e to his 

l'\o. 37/922 of 28th September , 1926 , a copy of the unclt'rme11t1011ed 

document regarding the establishment of an A!llerican silver fox fa1·ming 

compa;ny on Jan Ua.yen Island . 

/! ,, 
/;J...A u;-. ~6 • --------Gov~: •~Non-C EN F l<A L. 

OeSCkll>llON 01' l>OC.:ll\ll::~l' 

6t h October , 1926 Despatch Dominions lfo . 461 from the Secretary of State 

for Dominion Affairs (~ith enclosureo) . 
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.I. 

6 ct r. 111 

y Lord. 

:at rof crcnc to 'iY d to ;o im n• o. 

c'!l Of t e lat af e t r, I h v t I no ir to 

tr Yow· xc n ncy, r r t.1 inf n t. n of 

in co y 

io nt.y' e o, t rwardir. 

es ate 

rt1 tt eot. .ll. I ric 

ilv r fox c eny on~ n 

1 h ' t 

y 1.ord, 

Your lordl1 I I 0 1. 0 t, 

b.l • rv t, 

(Signed) L. s. AM ERV 

111~ 

T 

Tf , a.c. .. .c. . .. .c. . .. . . . o .. 
etc •• etc •• to. 
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,;.\'o. ~7/922 

1926. 

MINUTE. 

The lioYF.HS01t-G1 :~1m.\.L transmiti> herewit h fo1· tlw information 

or Ml~lSTBRS. with n•fercnce to hie Minute 

)io 37/908 of 1st September , 1926, a copy of thll 11nd l•r1nentiom•d 

ti Cll' ll Ill l' II I, regarding the abandonment of the plan for the establishment 

by Denmark of a oeiecographic station on the island of Jan l!ayen. 

DATP'.. 

1st September, 
1926 . 

G11v im:-;ott-0 r:NERAr,. 

llhSl'IUl'TION 01' 110CU'1K~r. 

Despatch Dominions Uo . 416 from the Cccrcta.ry of 5tnte 

for Dominion il.ffairs (with enclosure) . 



4• . 
? o. 17(;£ 

(N 3800/ll.64/50) c mAG • 

The Rt .Honble. 

Auslst loth, 1926. 

Sir, 

itb reference to paragraph 2 of my Mpatch 

Mo . 161 of July 8th, I have the honour to report that the . . 
niater of Defence on his o.rri vol in Copenhagen e. ft• 

days 980 from hie journ91 to Jan fen, ota.ted to the 

preea thnt the plans for •ato.bliehing a seismographic 

station on that island had now definUiy been given up 

owing to the unsuitable et :lie of the rooq ground which 

proved to be too porous. 

2. A eeia imogrEq>hic station will be 1et up next year 

a.t Scoreoby Sund on the t coast ofGreenland where 

oonditiona have proved satiafactory. 

3. The !.llnieter infonned the preso that the Da.niah 

delegation had been on the b ot of terms with the membera 

of th lorwegian meteorologiool station, who ere the only 

inha.bita.nts of Jan en. 

I em fornarding '!- capy ot thi despatch to Hie 

eaty'a lalinicter t l o. 

I hav tc. 
(For H niet r) 

(Sd) O.A. COl'T. 

Sir Austen Chan'J)crle.in, K.G., .P., 

etc., otc., oto. 



/FR 

rctoriB. 
17tll Au uot 191.5 . 

ir, 

I atl directed l1y the ~r1 Uiniotcr to Olino\ 

ledec the receipt of your letter 0£ tho i~~h uguot intirla.

tins thnt tho orw gian iniotry of ore1 n Affairo took 

over Spit&b rcen (Sve.lba.rd) on tlle 14th inota.nt . 

11 . .Po.lcen s • , 

In vo the honour to c, 

Sir, 

your ot> ctient aervnnt . 

\"I , I r:' 

Aooiotant seer tury to the rim Uiniot~r 

concul•O nornl ror orw~ 
in soutl1 Africa . 
Q 'l 

/. 



UNIO 

T 

-------

.. 

Sir, 

2 

CA • s Off e, 

Do in. Str t. 

October, 1945. 

I have the honour to traneuit cop 6 

.foe. 51 to 53 of a secret handbook en tit cd 

"Territorial C ai a in the Antarctic". 

© ~ ~ ·~ h ve the honour to be, 
l'-2> ..,__ -. ~8if1 

Sir, 
~ Your o t obedient, 

@ ~-~· '-~et3'.t,4_~o.. •• ~"'-' 
~A.-J~ l-- ~ ~' 
9-, --iz-~ ' ~ 

THE MI.NI 
UNI 

~ l'-t\\\ 
Ji. RS, 

t.he 
tine 
.er 
lklor:d 

1at th.: r e 
l Vii th 
(30 

ely to 

>t only 
>into of 
i) but 
~ \·,hich 
l bctvre .. n 
s 
· I ·am· 

at tho 

i·red to 

r iho 
::.dI' on 
:i to 

1mcnt 
rol 

tr.,.nopor"t t"rlrooro av u vo in l""'oru1.1ry -m'11·cu , ~4-' u11u v.1. """' 

c..ctivi tic.a-ofthv "orffi=-:rs o'f' th ... t vezPc.1 t Deception !eland, Por-t 
Lock:roy, thw 1.11,.;lchior Ir;l ... nuf' nu m.:ny Fjord . 

5. I hove tho honour to dN~. Your L:·cc...llo cy' s fo1•mal ottcntion to 
the fact th~t Hie MfAjcGty ' s Gov~rnmc:nt muot tLko sorious 1.ixception 
to theoe uctivitico in so fer as they imply o deni l of B1•i tieh 
noveroignty over the aruce in oucction, ond in p:1rticular to the 
erosure or British embl~m: ct Deception Island ard to the 
aurr~ptitious rcstor~tion of Arcentine cmblcmn for occoAi time 
on thic iolond . Hio Mcj ... sty ' s Governm~nt hove olr.;o lcc.I'nt with 
surprif.:c th •. t on Arr:cntin..: flt..g wns hoisted at Port Lockroy and thot 
... cyliooc.; ... wr.o de~o::itcd there containing on A1·gcntino claim to 
~oycrci~nty over the londo between l8n.r.itud co 25° V/oat find 68° 
..J4 root , to the oouth of lr.titudo 6 °"'south . Thcou further 
a ttcrnpted cncruochmonto on tho PErt of tho Argent inc Government upon 
torritory unler Hio Majesty's sovereignty have not r>coscd unobserved 
by His Mojenty ' n Covornment . The Argentine morko hc.vo been removed 

I by British odminint1•otive officiola ond I CJll il11·octccl to enter a n 
enc.:rgc.tic protect against a couroc of conduct which cannot but be 
calculated to injure relations between the Argcntinu Government end 

/His 
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tr:rnopor1i !"rlmJro d1,; t! tVO in 1''..,01·uory-m rcn 1'J4~ ona oI 'line 
t.ctiviti .a ofth1,; ·offic· .ra of th ... t vc::;.·~l t Deception Island, Por~ 
Locl:.roy, th1.,; M1,;lchior Inl.. .. nJ~ nd tony Pjo1,d. 

5. I hove tho honom• to d1·r.. Your L.·cc..l 1o cy' s fo1•mal attention to 
thu fact tht..t His MujeGty' s Govurnrnont muot tr:ko surious exception 
to these uctivitico in so f .r os they imply o c1oniol of Bri tioh 
aoveroignty over tho oreof" in oucction, end in p::irticulor to tho 
ei•onurc of British cmbl< mr c;.t Deception IslfJ nd ond to the 
surr ptitious rostor .. tion of Araentinc cmbl~'lllG for ouco~ time 
on thic iol ond. HiG U j..,sty' s Governm •nt have nluo lvc..:rnt with 
Gurpl'ioe th, t an Arrcmtinu rlt..g w"'o hoiGt'-u at Port Lock1·oy and that 
... cylind~1· \loo do~ositcd thure cont ... ining en A1~gcntino cloim to 
~oycrcip;nty over the londo between lSru':itudco 25° Vlo:Jt ond 68° ..J4 Woot, to the aouth of le ti tuao 6 o~south . Thcsu further 
attempted 011Cronchmonts on the pr:rt of Lho Argentine GovcrnmE.Jnt upon 
territory uruer Hio M::ijoaty ' a oovoroignty have nr)t Pllnsod unobncrvod 

I 
by Hio Majesty' n Government . The Argentine mo1•ko ht. vo been removed 
by British odminiot:r·otive officiole ond I an <l:lroctcd to cntor an 
On<.:rgctic protoot against a courr,c of concluct which cannot bnt lJc 
calculated to injure t•olations between tho A!'gr,,,ntinu Govol'nmont and 

/His 
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With reference to Mr. Attlee's Secret despatch, 
Circular D. No. 29 of the 13th April, 1943, 
regarding the Argentine claims in respect of the 
Falkland Islands, I have the honoUl' to transmit a 
copy of the dra:t't of a Note uh1ch His Majesty's 

1 
Uni tea. Kingdom Ambassador in Buenos Aires has been 
inetructea to present to the Argentine Government 
at the first convenient opportunity. 

2. The Note reters·in detail not only to the 
recent Argentine action in raising the question of 
the Falkland Islands at the San Francisco 
Cont'ercnce, but also to British and Argentine 
activities in recent years in the Falkland Islands 

r::J\ Colony and its Dependencies. The Note concludes 
\...:~ with a categorical reassertion of the Sovereign 
Ii~ rights to these territories of His Majesty's 

n-< ~· Goverrur ... ~ n the United Kingdom. 

~<);~ ~.L.~:~ .A-
"~(~ .. ~..... ~ .... ....._._ .. VI--, '-· 

~THE flINISTl!IR OF .gj~.IBNAL AF•'AIRS, ~ ~ -:: 

UNION~' 6 Ti. AFRICA. I ~ ~ '1 ~ 
ID~ . .....-Lv. ~·_.(.. --· w ~'~? 
~ ~--·~ c...· ·L· ~ ,.7,. ~ .. ''-/llO 

itifringom ... ntn or th~ t ti tl1,,; by thu Al'aent1no 'Govlirnmt::nt. 

I " .. 
to tho 

nu lo tine 
under 

c Folklam 
k that tr ... re 
rncd with 

th\.:GC 
uoli?'W to 

, not only 
ndpointn of 
no· n) but 
io,10 v.hich 
ine::d hctv:ei..;n 
sty ' n 
o:· ·I um' 
:nt at tho 
.he 
·eferred to 

;r:t:;y tho 
-:.oasdz· on 
i tl o to 
r 

4, After this MJmoponnurn \JuG d livurud, Ilis Maje.sty ' s Government 
lucrnt with ::iu1·p1·icc of tho aucond voynee of tho Ar'ic.;ntinc novel 
tr n~port Prin~ro h ... ~J vo in F brm.ary-ll I'ch 1943 o 1d of tho 
cctivi ti\,o-ortii~ of'fi(· .rs of thut vc:.c.J<...l t Dec1.;ption Iolond, Por~ 
Lock.roy, th1.; Mdcr.ior Inl~nuf null.~ Fjorl. 

5. I hove tho honom• to dr""'. Your L:·cl-llc cy' s fo1•mal attention to 
the fact th:..t Hio f.fojcoty' s Govornrnunt rnunt tuko serious uxception 
to those uctivitics in so f::r as thc;i; imply a den1 l of B1•i tish 
~;overoignty over the ar·~&s in ouuction, ond in pnrticulcr to tho 
erasure of British emblljm~ l:t Deception Iclr..; nd and to the 
ourrJpt1 !.ious restor.ticrn o:f J.rct:ntino cmblomo for . onco .a time 
on thir iolarul. Hio .~cJ ... sty' s Governm~nt huvc ol. ... o lucrnt with 
r:;urp1·i:rn th •. t on Arecntini.; flt.g w s hoiatod at Port Lock1·oy and thot 
c cyl irxi~l' 1,1r.n du,?ooitcd thertJ containing en .Al•gcntinc cluim to 
~oycrui~nty over the londn l>ctwccn lQnC"itud~o 25° W...:nt (Ind 68° 
.:.i4 n .. m't, to the aouth of let;Ltudc 6oo~south. Theo~ further 
attempted cncroachmonta on the pr:rt of tho Argentine Government upon 
turrito1•y u rkler Hin .M~j esty' s oovorcignty hove not pc nnocl unobserved 
i 1y Hio Mojcaty' n Government. The Argentine marko h •VO been rcmov1,.;d 

l by British udminiotr::itivti officiolo and I an directed to ...:ntor nn 
energet ic protest ogc.: inot o courae of conduct which cunnot but he 
colculotcd to injure rolations between the Argentine Government nnd 

/HiG 
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3. A copy of the Memorandum, aated the 
7th April 1943 to which reference ie de in 
Paragraph 1 3 of the above Note, iv also enclooed. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, 
hwnble ~ervant, 

'n 
to the 

1ulot ine 
under 
: FOlklarrl 
= that th.;re 
•ned with 
thuoc 
sol3~ to 

not only 
1doointo of 
1011n) but 
ons v.hic~ 
nad bctv1ecn 
ty's 
;; · · I ·um· 
it nt tho 
te 
·fcrred to 

r19y tho 
,r,odr· on 
no to 

--- - -r-·--· .. v .... vv u'l...- ..... ~.J u~l .. l.!vi...1· .......... ,,_"'.L ... >r 
infrin,scm.:ntc of th t ti tlc by thu .A1•guntinc Govl_;rnmcnt. 

4 . After this M ... 111orondum uos del lvc..rl.!d, Hin Maje.sty's Government 
l~ornt with ou1·pr1~u of tllo Gc..;corld voyogc of tho Are<..ntin .. novol 
tr~.nsport Prim..:ro d"' tJ vo i•1 Fvb1·u£-ry-ll r·ch 1943 and of tho 
c.ctiviti ,,a-o:r-ih"' offL~s of th ... t vccmt..l 1t Doccption Island, For~ 
Lockroy, the U-.lchior Inl. .. nJ~ · .. na. lk:nj Fjord. 

I have tho honom• to d1·c.: Your L:·cc.llc cy' s fo1•mal attention to 
t fact tlu!t His Mojecty' s Government muot tek:o sorioue exception 
w "these nctivition in so fr.r us they imply o denial or B1•i tish 
oovercignty over the orctls in qucction, ond in p~rticulor to the 
erasure of British embl~m; Et Deception Isl~nd ond to the 
surrc.;pti tlous restore tion of Arccntinc cmblcmn fo1• . Gccond time 
on thic island. HiG Mcj..,sty' s Governm.mt hove ulco luornt ~11th 
GU1·p1•if;c th •• t on Arr.untin.: flt..g w ... s hoiatou at Po1·t Lockroy end thot 
o cylirrlc..r \100 de.,>ositod there containing on A1•gcntino claim to 
~nycroi~nty over the londo botwccn lorwitud co 25° Wont on<l 68° 
.:.i4 West, to the south of le ti tudc 6o0 '"'south . Thoou further 
attempted oncroachmont3 on the prrt of thu Argentine Government upon 
torrito1·y urrler HiG Majesty ' a aovereignty hove not Ponscd unobscrvc:d 

I 
i>y Ilic Mojcaty' o Government. The Argentinu mo1•ka hr.vo beon r emoved 

l by Bri tioh odminintrative officials and I (fll d.i.l'octcd to enter fln 
energetic protoat ogeinst a courBo of conduct which cnnnot but be 
calculated to injure relations bctw0cn tho Arguntinc Govcrruncnt end 

/His 
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1 
SECRET. 1-! IEX I 

-----~---- , 
Q_raf t Note 

.from His lm,jesty' s Un!_tcd Kim;d2!!!_.Am~~o :Eidor 

Buenos .Aiz:£!1 

to .Argentine Minietcx.:__f£r Forei~ffa irE! 

Mom,icur le Ministre, 

I have the honour, on the in::itructionn of Hio ?J.~juuty ' r, 
Priucipal Secret 1ry of Stat.c for Fo1•t;ign Af':ftiir£;, to refer to the 
action of' the Ju·gentinc Dclcg:-ition ot San l'N,.ncioco in fornulntine 
o rcocrvetion .... s re;g·:.1rdn te1·1·itor•ic:::; Hhich mi(,h t bu placed under 
trusteeship in lane;ungc..: intt.ntlcil u~p~1·untly to refer to the FOlklarrl 
Inlundo. ~Y this oction, th1.; D.:l~r:otion incurred the risk that tr..; r e 
would be raicud, E.t l Cl•n-r i·t.:ncc v;hich wna in r:.o wcy concer•ned with 
particulor t 2·ritoriuc, o public intlutc on the subject of thooc 
Island. . That a di.. ut. \7...iG in th. vent avoided I< s due so'.b)y to 
the l'\:iu triiint o;wrcioccl J,v the Uni totl I~ingdom Dclega tion. 

2. Such a clinputt,; ~ onld h·wo been greatly to bo deplored , not only 
beccuso i11 would ht.vu buen unnecunsory ( thu i•uupcctivc stondpoints of 
the intcroot1.;d p ... rti .c having long b-..cn d1,;.fini;d und \tell knorrn) but 
bucoune 1 t could only be ox 'cc t d to impriir thu go'1d rolntionn \·:hich 
it io thu dooire of His Mnjesty' s Govornml.lnt to seu maintainc,d between 
tho Unitad Kineaom ond Arg.ntino - a desire ~·hich Hi:-: Majesty ' s 
<lovern11e nt aosume that tne Argentine Govci'!:wr1cnt rociPr"Deatc;· · I ·am· 
lthm·efore to exproos the concern of His Hajost"tr.' p :Ubvei•nmcnt ot tho 
desnotr'h to the .A11gentinc Delegation at 'San F1"1ncir.co of the 
~Bs~r; ·t•lcmn which led to ..the foI'muln tion of resorva :;1on refe1·1'ed to 

3, I c.im to tako the opportunity to r·ccoll to yonr Exccllorn;y l.ho 
Ue;rnorandum 1•.hich I hnd the honour to lcuvu wtth yom, Pl'...;doc(jssdr on 

• 12th April 19li3, ona which in p~rt rcci ton II is Mojt.sty' s t 1 tl c: to 
thu Falkland lnl::.ndo Dopundencies end instt.ncco n r.umber of 
infrin,gcin .. ntn of tht t title by th"' .Ar~untino Gov<..rnmC;nt. 

4, After this M ,mornndum \'UG d l iv crud, Ilio Muj<..oty ' s Government 
luornt with ou1·prin<.: of' tlw GC;cond voyoge or tho Argc.;ntino novol 
tr n::iport Pritn.>ro d1,;. M vo in Pubx·uc.ry-1• .1·ch 191~3 and of tho 
t.ctivi tius 01· thu "offlr:-:rs of th ... t vccs<..l .t Deception Island, Por~ 
Lockroy, th< ... M ... lchio1· InL.nuE; and Nony Fjord. 

5. I hove tho honou1• to d1·C\l Your u:·cc.llc CY Is formal attention to 
tho feet thct His Mojecty ' s Government muot tr. ko serious exception 
to theoe uctivitioG in so fc.r os they imply a donial of British 
ooveroignty over tho orccs in ou1;;r.;tion, mid in pnrticulor to tho 
01•osurc of British cmblumr c:t Deception Island and to the 
surr pti tious res tor~ tion of Areent inc emblem::; for cucond time 
on thir inland . Hie Mc.) .... sty' n Governm~nt hove oleo lui.;rnt with 
surpri~.:c th ... t un Are:c.:ntin.} flt.p; \/OS hoietod o't Pol't Lockroy and thot 
::. cyl100.t;;r \IOG do.,>ooitcd there contcining on J\l'gcntino claim to 
9oycruignty over the londo between lom~itudco 25° V/1~nt encl 68° 
.:.>4 \"I.mt , to the south of letltudo 6oo~south . Them. further 
attempted cncroochmonto on the p~rt of tho Argentine.: Government upon 
torrito1•y uruer Hin Mojcaty ' s ooveroignty hove not pnosod unobserved 
by His Mu;Jeoty ' o Government . The Argentine morko hr .. vo beon removed 

l by Bri tioh udminintrot i vc off iciolo and I an <1 ircctod to enter an 
onorgetic proteot against a courr;c of' conduct which cannot but be 
col cul otod to injure roletions between tho Arguntine Government ond 

/His 
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HiG Majcrnty' n Government. 

6. The cttcntion of His L~ejooty ' s Government llnr.i fUrthcr 
been dr .wn t1J Choz·t !Jo. 100 publishtid in July 191~1~ by tho 
Uiniotorio du Murinr! ot Bu ,noo Airuo, with th(;} title 
11R1,;p1ihlice Ar•r,ontine , Octrano elc.cit..1 .Antcirtico, 'Isl a 
Dvc .pcion" . Hie M:...~i\.:Gty':~ Govornrrrcnt et.n only cluplorc the 
publ icotj on of thj s l)t'fici::.l documu11t, \ti th i to implication 
Of' .Argentine sovc11 e.1gnty ow1· this Bl'i tish pon 1oo:;ion. 

7 . Finclly, I om 1nutrnct..,cl to tJrotuct Dgei.n:;t ~he action 
Of tho t.rgentinu Gov ... rnm.mt in cont.i11uln3 to miJinto in an 
illegal ,t)ost offico and \,hdcse 1.,,;l1..gr~·m st~. tion in tho 
South Orknuy I~luids . Tho intcrn .... tio·~1l chur'1ctor of tho 
mutoo1·ologicol work \lhich is b·Jing p~rf'o1•mud at thu Argentine 
obsox1votory on Leu1·L •. Inhmd in no m .. :r juatii'ivs on op .... n 
br1,;0Ch of thu rugulotion, in fore.:: in the Dt;pcndonci<H:i 
rol· tlr.g to the mcint.;nonce of ouch atctiono. 

8 . I chould r~c~ll to Your Excollvncy th~t tho south 
Shotland Islcndn, Gri..he.m Lt.i 1 and the Sou th Orkn.>~r Isla nda 
have tho le2ol status o~ DJr Jndenci\)fl of the Fnl klund !::;lands. 
Your GoverrJ'!lcnt ore doubd~aJ c~;uro that a Br·ltish St.i_pcmlicry 
Megiatrotc heo been in res id once r.t DJcupt ion Island between 
1910 and 1930, that o post office and m .. il sc1•v ice ,-,as 
mcintoined on the island for <;ightu~n yo~s (1912- 30) during 
the oporr. ti on of the shore who ling station, o nd thnt nll the 
\lh ·ling corri~d on in this r .. gion flss boo:-i ctotv..: \1ith tt:0 
p~rmiasion (.nd liccnc0 oi' His M~jcsty ' s Govc.1·nmunt . Al though 
the r·ooidunct- of ~· Mojistrnt<.: at Ducuption lnlnnu cu"lscd to 
be; ny .... oscc..ry in 1930, in view of th•) cussu ti on uf ohorv 
v·ho.liag nctivitico, Pri tish veoo ls h1.v., sine .... m•.do fr_;q1101:t 
u.c.;c of the iBlDn<l . At var•iou...i 'dmrrn Bri tiah 1 m;'i.cllotiono 
hr.v •. lo~) o .n ... str:.'blii hurl r. 1 u'l t'f't:Ut>icd r.t point~ along tho 
coi:.t1t of G1•-htr1l Lt·nd . In -.a ... ition to tha::w opurutions on 
shore, the .., hlp Of tho "Dincovur.Y" Conrni ttoo h wo fnr many 
yco1·s Pr.st modt: u lontS s critJS of visi ti; to th;; south Sht: lilonds 
and tho CQt.sts cou lrlLonds of G1•ah1..m L~1n<1, and h, vo C[:rrio<l 
out o cc·mprchvnsiv.J pro"rr 1nnu of 3u1·v(;3ing, hydrology, 
sounding er.cl tiologk ... l ur~ i th a v i.J .. to <'iuvcloping th") 
1;;conomic rt:r;ourc ... s of t'11;; r ...:gion. In the Dopur.:i.,ncy of 
Sou th Orknvy ell wholing ... ctivi ti...:s cinco 1 'J08 h, vo bu.!n 
Ct..rri d out unctv1• thr,,, licc..nc ... c.nd control of His Mo.jt-ety' s 
Gov ,rnmcnt. Fm·th .. runrc, lrr.d on Sir,ny I!3l"'nn / s held during 
the "":l ars. J 9,,,21 to j93P on lcoso to t. 'lort'luei n Comp ny 'f'rom the 
Falkland Islands Govt..1•nJJunt, und.Jr thu lrwa of th t Colony, 
end sho1•e ,·,holing inst~ll..,tions W\:.:ru ur~ctt;d vn the islund. 
In orde1· to 1..wfugtlRrd the due obsurvc ~CJ of tho ulklElnd 
!cl .ms Ordi ncus on the conduct of' wh_ling, u auricc of 
visits \'lt:I'V made durin.f: this pc.:r iod by of':ficials of thL 
Felkland Iolande Govurnnont . Since 1930, when the nuud for 
e EhOl'1;,; whcling stction in the islands ccuaed tu oxist , 
British oovcroign functions hov1;;1 bocn uxorcioor1 dUl·i!'l[ the 
vis i ts of His Aic.josty ' s ohiPs and tho rcs ... orch shiJo on the 
"Discov..,1·y 11 Committ.,;c , wh i ch mndo tho1•ou.gh ourvcy onu 
sciont i:fic inv~3tigation of t.11 th<;; islonu s in tho g1·oup 
botw1.:c.;n 1927 um.1 1937. 

9 . Vioits to the D0pundencicfJ b,v Ille M:ijosty' e; '"lhiPo and by 
shiPa of tho Govurnmtint of the Du >cnr.1onci<:Hi havr ... continued 

/throughout 
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7. Subsequuntly the ct tent LOn of thc., A?·P;cntint.: Gov<..r·nmcnt 
woe dNnm , on verious occosi tlO, to the cove!'"' ignt.Y cxerciecd 
by llis Mo j1-..=ety' s Gov...:rn .. ian t. .. v ..:1• those iolLnua ; but the 
Argontino Gov .. rlim..,nt 11'w ... not, d ,spi tc r Jrnindcra to the cbov1.: 
ei'i'oct, scJn th ~r \ry • "l y t tf• :-1. ·~ rutho:rity for c1•cctic·n 
of' c '¥.:.r .... 11, a t ... ~ .... ..i;1·<.~1 ~ .... ttti\.'1 .h!c!l hra> uxl.c.tod on Louri0 
I oJ q rl 1 nl" e .• ')'>_:. 

8. ln co.1J.Ut'icatiun~ to th~ I11tc1·n~tional 'l'clcgraphic Bur~au 
at Bul'll0 rm1.. t ~.Jo to tlt; Argt,;r.tln ... Gov1..l'run1.;;nt, His Mu;Jc..:sty ' s 
Govc,prun ·nt aua:iu u clc::11• nt"tt,;tl1cnt that thu iolunds wc.:;re Bl'i tish 
t1..;rri tory anc.i t.ht. t thu uct:..bliulun•.:nt c•f.' u wil·ulcso telegraphic 
atl.tion wlthc.•ut tht:ir pul'misnion wua cor1:~orJui;;ntly illugol. 
When tho1-~l.\H·o thi.: Argt:ntine Gov<.:11L111..:n t; lnfol'lr...:d the 
Intvrnutic.mol Bureuu of th~ Uni ver·ci.1 Poot•\l UH ion thCJ t. a 
P·.Jrl'l1nnvnt A1·g'"11tinc Poot Office had buen optmc.cl ill tho South 
Orl:noys in 1941, ond the mcttorologicul station stuffed by 
me:111l.Jere of the A1·g1.mtine Navy , His Majesty's Gov'"rn.nt,;nt , \'Iha 
ht:d years before notified the Burcuu thut th(} dopundcnci~s of' 
the F'nlk:lond Islands wcrt) Bri ti eh terri tol'y , took occosion to 
give the Buz·eou a list of' the iel~nde comprised w.i thin these 
d~pendcncics, including the South Orkneyo :J.nd the.: S0uth Sh .... tlonds. 

9. The suboequent actions of th~ Argcntinu nuthoritics 
(fol" example, the installation of o. light b1,;ucon in Dallman 
Boy in the Melchior Archipelago in Mey 1942) c.11d thu .for·mal 
nuture of thu claims set out in th~ Arg~nt inv Gov~1·run .... nt' s 
Memorandum of J<'cbrusry 15th, 1942> h· vc un.fo1•tuni t.cly obligud 
Hie Mej1.;sty ' s Govci-ruucnt to pl,., cu on r· .... coru , in tilt. Sf>..inc 
monnvl', that both thu South Orkncys W1d the South Slh:tlandn 
form part o1' th1,; depl.-lld1..;nch1a of tht. Fell':lcnd lalt nds , ovt.ir 
\1hich Hia Mr.j~sty' s Gov1,.;rnm ... nt in tho Uni t.1;1a'. Kingdc.1m oxorciso 
full covcro.::ignty. This ucti,•n is HOlll. thu le:rn t· 1~-.n in the 
spirit 01' co1 dl ·11 franlrnoao \ihich co huppily mr rk1.:d the 
lnti;;roview of 11th l<'u1n·u:.ry betw ... on Hin Exec llcmcy the iUnistcr 
for 1•'01·cign Aff",ir·s ond His ~1.jt:.:sty' a .Amboaecdor ut 
Bucnoc Airc.,:-J. 

BRITISH En!BASSY , 
BUENOS AIJ'\..!':S . 

April 7th , 1943. 
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LE GRAM 

1e Union of South "frioo 
cy, 1944. 

lf [ ,1--L .. ~.. o-- ~ :k~.u ..... ~-'-

ltiah ooicn~ifio ReuoArch and 
F'"llkl nd. Ieland.o ppe'lred in 
·th. 

L~ -r"4t ~ments h~ve been m de for 
'k to be r ... s\!lled in some ot: the 
a , the Dependenoiea of the 
ant of Uhich are the South 
eorgia 'lnd Grnhaml nd. The 
\ve oftici ls h ve already 
'liehed. The baaea nre fully 
.e personnel are expected to 
ider:lble period. 11 

rial r. a issued to the Preae 

!ioa lie in the South Atlontio 
"Oups of isl~nds toRethor with 
ic continent. The m~jority 
'1Y covered with anov and ice 
' pl nt life, but they used to 
g industry oper ted lmoet 
ling comp~nieo from shore 
d under liocno~e ieeued by 

ever, the system of pelng1o 
vn-u.4ng m7tlY rrom Tt\nct waa oeing ad.crpted on rm inorc'leing EHt le, 
and olthough this reeulted in the oper tione of the shore 
f~ctorieB being very much reduced, their oomneroial ct vitiea 
may revive in the period in1'lled1 tely fter the w r o 1ng to the 
ahort~ge of t ctory ships. 

Dur in 

- no.a uvv vea-=1 v-.:r XUQ.LUUVQ CU'J U;&:rl.1.W 'VV 'lits' 2't:l;Llt1l., QB U 

wnole . 

THE Miln'.STER 01<' I!:XTERn.:.L APJmlRS, 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, 
humble servant, 



110,~ OUTWARD TELEGRAM 
i:; VIID 

Prom: Dominions Office 

r.111113nt of the Union of South frio 

sent 6th 1' , 1944. 

D ?to. 6 SAVING 

Follo :'.ng nnounoement on Bri ti h So1entif'1o Research and 
Survey in the D pendencieB o the F lkland IelRndo ppea~ed in 
the Press here on liond1y, pril :cMth. 

"It :J.s nnounced th t ~_i-r ngements h ve been m de for 
eo1cnti:f'io rcao roh and aur·ve~- ,·ark to be re uned in some of the 
moot 1-emoto of British posceesione, the Depcndcnoie o~ the 
Falkland Isl nda, the moot import nt of which ore the South 
She lands , Soutli Orltneys, South Georg1a nnd Orah ml nd.. The 
personnel vmo include adMinistrative oftici le h ve lrend,y 
nrrived, and b ses hqve been eetab11ehed. The bnsee nre t'ullY' 
equipped nd ael!'-cont~ined and the par onnel nre expeated to 
remain 1n the i:ntarct1c f'or "l consiCleI' ble period." 

the following b okgrou.nd m ter1 l u a issued to the Prese 
to a pl1fy the bove announcement. 

The P 11~1 d Isl'1nda Dependencies lie in the South Atlantic 
1 t of number of group of 1 lnnda together with 
inl n of the \nt rotio continent. The majority 

iono re nearl~ completely cover d with enov and ice 
und re o t ent r ly de t tute of pl nt life, ~ut they ueed to 
be the centre of nn import nt wh ling industry oper ted lmoet 
entirely by British or t•orwegian whnling compnnieo from shore 
tnotol"1ee or f' otory sh5.ps eat bliehed under liceno:;}e 1eeuod. by 
the Br1 tish Government. 

Some 1e ra prior to the r, ho ever, the ayetem of pelagic 
whnl1ng nw y from l nd tmo bein dopt d on n inore~aing ~~~le, 
end olthough this re ulted in th oper tione of the bore 
t~ctor1es being very much re uced, their co erc1 l ct~v1t1e~ 
IT\3y revive in the p riod imnedi tely t er the r o ing to e 
ohort ge of f otory hip • 

our·n 

~---~-- '"QO uv" VUl"CU V"V llU;LVtt~ UUJ' 'U.J;tt;u!I liO lilP :tJJl..1:1.DJ 88---U 
whole. 

THE MINISTER Qli' !XrER.L AL A.1."l!1t.ms, 
UIUOli OF SOU'£H AFRICA. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, 
hwnble eervant, 



During the 12 ye I" t'ro:n 19 6 to 19 
m de to the lkl nd I lrmds Dependoncie 
"D1 cov ryt Oommittee which o r:ried out 
of sun Yin , ch rting, ond ner 1 reee 
h1otory of th region. 

The pe"'oonnel 10 re 'Undertaking tl e ne l)rogrrumne of 
rese roh and survey work nre led by L1euten nt Co andor 
J.w.s. arz., R.N.V.R. who ho.a had exceptional experien e of 
the Ant rotio bot 1n explor t1on nn~ re e roh. In 19 1-22 he 
aoo ornpon1od Sh ckleton' s lo.at xp di t ion in the "Qu s tr. , nd. 
subsequent voy see 1n the '1D1 oovery II" nd n 1111am Scoresby" 
took h1m to m~ny parts of the Southern cean and ntnrctio l.n 
the oouroe ot the "Dieoovcryn co it e ne11 l p oer e ot 
reoearoh. t the b inn ng of c uten ·~ nder 
arr a nt se oon 1n o Ant rot o o or nnd he 

has v d in the VY air o 1940 · 

' 

.... - -~------- .. ._....,...,.c.av....,. Q.aaf1 .._.il.Oi&.ttl VU 'IV t_, ;&. O.oa;C\s.a,a CIO Q. 

w11ole. 

THE MllUSTER OJ.t' EXT1SR1 AL Ai<'l1'iilR6, 
UNIOI'f OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

• 
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ll 3 OUTWARD TELEGRAM 
Prom: Dominiono Office 

} 
To: The Government of the Union of 

)uM. \~~ 
South Africa 

Sent 6th .Mny, l~. 

------------p no. 7 BA \TING ~OOltll.-..? 

u immod.i tel. eced.i11g Savin 

Expedition for dcientific Roaoarch and ~lU'Vey ia intended 
a.a oou.ntor me ure to encroacbmenta i?M.ah A7'gG11tine Government 
hnve been mahin in ~ependencies of F l!D.and Ialnnda CNer a 
serioa of ye~rs. 

2. Original intention was to eetablis bases at Doc ption 
Ialnnd in Soath Sbetlanda and a~ Hope Bay on Graham Land. Base 
at Deception Island ;;no auccesatu.lly oet·b~6hod on 6th Februnt>Y. 
Br1t1eh mnrke wb1ch ere deposited on the ielnnd last year by 
H.KoS• CARUARVON CASTLE had been r oved nd Argentine marks 
aubst1tutod; these ere 1n tu."11 remov d and bnve been brought 
back to Port ~t nley. 

3. Tbe Expedition found it impoesible, unfortunutely, to reach 
Hope Bay owing to ice, but they 1001ted :ror and found unother base 
nt Port Lookroy on 'iencke Island off Grab Land conct. 
Expedition eot blisbed its main b so he on llth ~cbruary. 
Argentine mark claioing 0-0vereignt al o found nt Iort 
Lockroy and ere removed. 

4.. Ship whioh ca.rr1e ~pea.~. ti on 'tisGn c .t on a tour to South 
Orkneye and South Geo~gia, calling on the wny a~ other 1elunda 
on one of which they found and removed ore Ar entlno markB. 

5. So fo.1' therefore l::xpEJdition l1aa becu subs,; nt:LalJu 
eucceaaf'ul. 

6. Baf'ore leaving this country Expedition wna supplied wi:tb 
stocks of .l!1 allcland Island etarapa apect lly overprinted with 
namea of four of the Dependencies, n mely. aouth ueorg1a, South 
Sbetlnnde, South Orknoyri and Gr ha!!\ 1 andit nC:. wao 1notruoted on 
nrr~val at any of Dep d ncies cone d to po t l · re bearing 
tile new e m.a. he~e letter ere po t d nd e ot them have 

lreaciy 

DLF/CdV 

....- nau aa-v-. .,..Cilft>~"a • .., a,~.a.;vovv Ga&J v.a:a~• vv va...,_ :a;o~-.. a.• • 

whole. 

THE MINI STER OF l:XTERi'fAL Af'FA ms I 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, 
humble servant, 
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llt~ 3 OUTWARD TELEGRAM 
SAVING TELl<JGRMi 

Prom: Dominiona Office 

To: The Government or the Union ot 
South Africa 

Sent 6th May, l~. 

-------------.... 

Ky immediately p·eceding saving t le~ m. 

Expedition for Scientific Reaca~oh and ~urvey ie 1ntonded 
aa counter me eure to enoroactimente wl.ioh AZ'gGUtine Government 
have been mar1ng in Dependencies of FallU nd Ialanda over a 
series of yeurs. 

2. Original intention 'a.a to eetebliell caeeo at Dooopt:ton 
Ieland 1n 8outb Sbetlande and ct Hope Bay on Graham Land. Baae 
at Deception Island waa euccesafu.lly estubl~ebod on Gtb February. 
Br1tish moI'ke ll1ch ere deposited on the ieland laot year by n.u. s. CARUA.RVON CASTLE had been removed nd Argent:lne marks 
substituted; theoe uere in turn re oved and have bean brought 
back to Port St&nley. 

8. The Expedition found it impossibJe, un~ortunately, to reaob 
Hope Bny <ming to ice, but they loolted f'or and tound another base 
nt Port Lockroy on iencke Island off G1· h 111 Land coaot. 
Exped1t1on eat bl1sbed its main b ec here on 11th iebruory. 
Argentine rlta claiming s-0vereign y er ... also found at Fort 
Lookroy ann er r moved. 

4. Sl•1P whioh co.rr;i.ed ~"XPcd.1i;ion 't·1 n t o a tour to south 
Orkneyo and South Georgin, cell~na on the way av otbe~ ielanda 
011 one of which they :round and removed ore Argentina mar~e. 

5. So f'ar there:f'ore Expedition baa becu Q\'l'baw ntially 
ucceesful. 

6. Betore le .ving this cou.ntry Expedition ~as supplied With 
etocke or b'eJ.ltl nd Island atarapa pooi lly ove printed with 
names of tour or the Dependenc,es, n ly, South ~eor 10, South 
Shetlc.nda, South Orkneye end Graham ~d,. n~ wn instructed on 
arrival a De denc·ea con~e d o po · re benrtne 
the new e ~ r:;.., letters were po d nd ot them ave 

lre O;f 

lit /CaV 

ena wae nov ~1 "l.u '111tT10~11~ an~ '--:i.tz;i. 1 "~ ... _ oi&.O;aa.a QQ -

w11ole. 

THE MINISTER 01•' EXTERiTA.L Att'FAlRS, 
UNION OF SOUTH Al<'RICA. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your moat obedient, 
numb le servant, 

• 



' 
.I-' . • 1 C,3/} I. 

y deer yen, 

I v.rih r.itl r iere •ce toy ur lotter 
Ho . l'" 18/4~ of the lbtr July on err. hur y to jr>for 

you t•lt t Lrdo .. ~ferce outhoritiie:fl ill 11 YJ)eeE.'Gd 
toreler Liuten· tJ . , . ~ . 1orl'i'1orrrt t e cy 
le Ue int rinP pertie£ lie t c ov rr. t of t'- 02 

lJnj t d in de r.rorose tC' ce c to tr out'- ey sn 
d'UU '"'hetlvnd lf'lcn ... urin., Ua co ir· r:u. r ee on . 

Yourr incercly, 

C. .G.J . .... Y .. 1.,, ~ ........ , C. V.L . 

DLI/cav 

wae noi; ~ -,;o 1na:ica1,;c 1t1.11y- c;i."tt;i.m "u .,...., •o:a.a.-.-.. co.• .,. 
wnole. 

THE MINISTER OF EXTER!L:.L AFFhIRS, 
UlilON OF SOUTH AFRICA . 

I bave the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your moat obedient, 
humble eervant, 



'tel~r.madttt I " 
T1l•11:raphlo Addr .. 1 DEFENCE.'' '" 

,, C • G. S • 3112 . 
UNI E VAN SU ID.AFRIKA.-UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

l t t 

DEPARTEMENT VAN VERDEOIGING, 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE. 

PRETORIA, 

20th July, 1943. 

T e Decretarv for ~xternal ~ffairs. 

~n reply to your inu te !. o . P. . 10Vl4 of the 
19Lh July, 1~43, I am directed to inform you that the 
C.G.S. ~rc~s to Li9ut .• air acceptill[" the SU€"('"ested 
aprointment. 

@-Col. 
Section. 

/n '· 

t' or~ nisc.tion or t e expe it i or if t e on 
overni: nt cou] see t oi r ·~y cleer to ollo i lieut . 
vr:r to u ccent t ~ eury"€f ted nrpoint 0 nt . 

A[ n l· i le t e J "ir ve 0 r ·ed l ty for 
dcut . or to ,, co H]trd t}' rou £er vi c chotrelE ( I:! 

ric r l ine~ to l vd t (' . i t ri r ti c ir t ev r t . 
0 l' n"ion ov fJ'lt'. j concurrin" . } " 

i 11 you in ·1 in Cl e rlv c por i 
h t r , l y y h r tur d t p CV r l t it 
in Ort . 

/,_~ 1 J..iti 

j 
l 

e 

LDF/' CdV !tfl: "/h/+l .. L 4 .. l.. • 
and wae not takei to inaioate any Claim to i;ne 1s1am as a 
whole. 

TUE MINISTER 01" :r:JCTERh,.Ji AFFAms, 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRIOA. 

I bave the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your moat obedient, 
humble eervant, 

• 



p . • l 03/lt. • 

• r.isint? out of the clsi 
,.r~entine 'overnn:0 ut t'o the vlkJnnd 

dep~ndencies - clcims ·tiC'r are reject ov~rn -
r: nt Of t e uz.ited .1 in Corr: - tie lett r OV r t ~, c:-

ceci eat c 1 0 i?'ltrri 1tiec tot o outr vr r y 
bll ... out .. hetlt.rd lslcnd .. c.urin• t e co in· cur.; Pr 
reCJ on nd t t t t e ott f"Uit,..,ble o r o to lr d tl-A"'e 
porti r; iEJ ii=vtem.l"t " · • <J • arr , to ct: r centlv tr 11c

ferred t(I t. € 1wOUt r.fric n ElVLl .1 orcer tr U"'l 1'. rerrcin,.. 
on lo r to U oyLl flvy . lt riticr overnr:.(1nt rt tee 
tJ., t it oi-1 b < ""re t h l to U o d pi rt ntr C'Orccrnt'1c.' 
it' tl orp ni~&tion of t e expeditio. if tie n"on 
ov rn rt coul eee t c1r ty cleer to ollo in iieut . 
ar:r tot ccent tr. su-,.ected cppoint nnt . 

et n l·ile tl e J ca ir l ty v 01 r n-.ed for 
.deut • . ar1 to e oonEt..ltec'l tlrou r !:rervice cloirel. .. f<' ~l 
r i r t i.ne E to 1 £J t i t r lI r:o rt j c i a t e P v r t 
0 tl nion ov rrrr: t concurrin,, . 

ill you in ·l; in er 0 rl:v c. por i 
1i t r l v b r tur d t p OV r l t j t 

, in ·"oir. . 

le-.~ 1 Liti 
&DF/ CdV qt: '1/i/+3 L J .1 .. 

an wae not taken to 1na1cate any claim 'to 't ne 1BJ:am ns a 
whole . 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERI11i.L A.F'Fi~m.s, 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

I bave the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, 
humble eervu.nt , 

le 
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''Carnarvon O&S't:Le" naa rouna an Argem;1ne r-J.ag- r:i..yrng-.--.m 
the meteorological station on L&Urie Island, but did not 
interfere 11th 1 t because it appeared to refer to the station, 
and was not taken to 1na1cate any claim to the island as a 
whole. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

THE MINISTER Ol? :EXTER .. 11'1. Al''FAms, 
UIUOU OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
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Circular despatch D. Ho. '! J 
S e c r e t 

\ ,. / 

Dominions Oi'fice, 

Downing Street, 

/U, 

1 ~3 April, 1943. 

fa+'-~ ).>' 
p\~ At~ 

·. ~ Sir, 

l .. 

-r·.\f.;.t"' · ln conu.nuation of my Moat Seoret telegram, Circular D. 
J6':ti1No.84 of the 13th Pebruary, regard1ng the Argentine claims in 

~· 

q •espect of the Falkland Islands, I have the honour to transmit 
d surrunary of a memorandum on the subject Which His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Buenos Aires received !rcxn the Argentine ~iniatry 
of Foreign Affairs on the 20th February. 

2. On the 26th March, His Majesty ' s Ambassador at 
Buenos hires was instructed to band to the Argentine Minister 
for Foreign Affairs a memorandum, similar in form to his, 
setting out the British title to the islands. His Majesty 's 
.Ambassador \las asked to e:7.;pla1n or lly to the Minister for 
Foreien Affairs that His Majesty's Government in the United 
Kingdom dia not wish to be obliged to enter into a public 
controversy with the Argentine Government regarding their 
cln1m to the dependencies. In View, however, of the fact 
that the Argentine Government had eeen fit to cooimunicate 
their views and claims in writing, Hie Majesty's Government 
in the United Kingdom could not do lees than put their case 
in 17I'1ting ror purposes of record. 

3. The Ambassador was also requested to point out to 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs orally that Hie Majesty 's 
Governnent naturally refrained from making any official 
communication to the Argentine Government merely on the basis 
of newspaper reports, and that on the two recent occasions 
when Hie I jesty'e ships have visited Dec~tion Island, there 
was no effective element of occupation or possession by the 
Argentine Government, nor had there ever been any such occupa
tion or possession. On the other hand, the destruction of the 
installations on the island ui¥1erteken on two recent visits by 
His Majesty's ships was in itself en indication that British 
sovereignty over t~ island was claimed which, it', as the 
Argentine Government suggest, press accounts were to be 
regardeo as reliable, must have beencbvious to the Argentine 
transport last year . In addition, Hie Majesty's Ship 
"Carnarvon Cc.stle" had t'ouno an Argentine !'lag flying an 
the meteorological station on Laurie Isla:nCJ, but aid not 
interfere ·1i th it because it appeared to refer to the station, 
and was not taken to inaicate any claim to t~ 1slam as a 
whole. 

THE MINISTER 01', l!:x'l'ERHAL Alo'FAJRS, 
UNION OF SOU'fH AFRICA. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, 
humble eervnnt, 



H"'rr ,,., _r_n_ 

1.tinietry of For ! ~;. . .. .' 1..:i•r .. ·arc!'ully considered verbal 
statementc m do by t~e !:-o~--· .. J.m".J a~c.lcr regardjng jourr;;J of 
British warsl':ip to Pola1 r, .. ions ond •vri tten re;cord \'Ihlen he lef't 
be him. They think 1 t rm n1·tu.r.e to exr.r0ee the f'ollow1ng 
"in the so.mo amicable mt'~-~.:r" . 

2. A •0 er..";ine Gover·?"~o~+, dllly apprecit>.to tho attitude of 
Hie Maj .rnty 'a Governm€nt in spontaneously inform:! ng + h1c:i about 
the journe~ of the British warship through the Anter.~lC regions 
which tho Argentine · Government consiCer as integl'&J. pa!'+ of their 
territory; about the removal of national signs end var•oua 
objects placed on Deception Island by the Argentine n • ~ transport 
"First of May"; and &bout the carrying out of' "custo. :...r .:1 
adminiatrat1vo cc ts" e.nd placing 01' ''appropriate marks'' . 

3 . The Argentine Government reaffirm on this occos1on their 
sovereign rights over all nntarctic lands end dependenoi~s 
si8uatcd south of parallel 60° latitude south end betm;en mcridiGna 
25 and 68°34' longi tudc :1cst . This assertion of Arg.:mtine rights 
wus r.lroudy 1'ormulotcd in gtmcral turms by note of:' Septumber llth 
1940 addressed to tho Embassy in reply to deli very of map on the 
Antarctic published by His Majesty's Govornm<..nt in Ji.uetralia 
(see m..v preoecesso1• ' s despi.tch No . 25 of September 13th 1940) . 
Coneequontly the ~~rgcntine Government oppose thuir rnost formal 
roeistcn~c to jurisoictional acts ca rried out by Britieh officials 
within the nbovc mtmtioncu torri tor.v . In particulnr the ,.rgentine 
Government regret that the Bri tieh Govermi~nt have consiclored it 
opportune to take ouch menoures as the rcmovnl of the national 
emblem am signs on Deception Ioland '//here , previous to the placing 
of such, thorc was no effective element of occupnt1on or possoss1on 
b\;;longing to ttlL Bri tieh Government . 

4 . hB regards the surprise \'lhich His Hajca1 :i ' .. Go vernment express 
they cxpcricncccl on discovering the ,~rr-.:.nt• 1 nat•o"l .• l <'11,:i; ignia 
on Deocpti on I slena, th~ l .. 1ni stry be; s tl l '- ... t r th 4, the 1'act 
received full publicity nt the time ~n ~· nc~a JY ·arioua 
;,.rgcntine ncwsnapcrs on March 11th 19;;,2 ( soo buc.noo J..ir us telegram 
No. 294 of 1942) . 

6. Tho .. ~rgcnt1nc Gov ... rnment with tho intention of maintaining 
the oord ial tone trc.di tional in their relations with Great Britain, 
Will abstain i'rom giving any 'PUblioi ty to the ab ove mentioned 
episode as long as the British Government think fit to adopt 
identical attitude . 
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Mem.">re.ndum -----
M1nietry of :PoT' ~rn .' 'f.'a~.~E :1u,r0 carefully ooxtait1er~a verbal 

atatemo11ts m~dc by t..~ !~·,;. t.'.. h Arr.'..ma ... c..:ior regarding jour! -J of 
Bri t1eh wa.l.'snip to :?o-c.r - ··•:ms u.td ;•ri tten :r(.oo:t·d w 1lcn he left 
behind. Tney thin.~ it.~ .·~ 1 <.r.c to e'.l.IJI'CSB the i'ollowiri8 
"in tho s1lmO e.micc,ble mfi' • i:.r1

'. 

2. ~ r.. o1-1ne Gover. 1 "': duly ~q !)~ecic-to tho attitude of 
His Maj.,.,,,.·~ c 01ernment in spontai.cously inform~ ng t -..,1:1 about 
the journ~J of the British warship throu~h the Ante.r-~-c regions 
r1hich tho Argentine ·Government consider as integrL."i pa!'t of their 
territory; about the removal of nntional signs and var• OllS 

objects placed on Deception Island by the Argontine nJ' 1 trans~ 
":Pirst of May 11 ; and cbout the carrying out o1' ''cuato. :.i1 :1 
adm1n1strat1ve c.cts" am placing oi' " appropriute marke 11

• 

3 . The Argentine Government reaffirm on this occasion their 
sovereign rights over all nntarctic lands ond dependencies 
s1~uatcd south of parallel 60° latitude south and between meridians 
25 and 59o341 longitude west . This assertion of Argentina rights 
was nlroady formulated in gvner3l terms by note of Soptcmber 11th 
1940 o.ddrossod to the Embassy in reply to deli very of mop on the 
Antarctic published by His Majesty's Governmf.nt in :\ustralia 
(see my preoecGoaor's dcspitch No. 25 of Soptombor 13th 1940) . 
Conscquontly the ,;rgcntine Government oppose their most l'ormal 
roaistuncc to jurisdictional acts carried out by British officials 
within the above; mentioned tcrri tor:,• . In particular the Argentine 
Gov..,,rnmont regret that the British Govcrnnent have coneidored it 
opportune to tako ouch measures as the removal of the national 
emblem nnd signs on Deception Ia land where, previous to tho placing 
of such, thoro waa no effective element of occupation or possession 
belonging to tho British Government. 

4 . .hS rogorcis the surprise \':hich His I n,ji;.st~' Government express 
they cxpc.;r i c.:nccd on discovering the .~r entt. · nat o"l .l -ir""'ignia 
on Doccpti on Islana, the l'ini stry be. fl \. . ti t r. th.... the fact 
received full publicity ot tne time on:.i · J t iCvd y various 
hrg,nt1ne nowspopcrs on March 11th 1942 (oee ~u~noo ~11~e telegram 
No. 294 of 1942) • 

5 . Tho 1~rgent1nc Government with tho intcmtion of maintaining 
the cord iul tone traditional in their rclntions with Great Britain, 
will abstain from givi ng any publicity to the obovo mentioned 
epieodo ac long ns the Britieh Government think fit to adopt 
idonticol attitude . 
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15.2.43 

e-, 
Secretary of State for Dorilnion Aff~irs , Lonaon. 
~nioter of External Affairs , Ce. e '.Coun. 

13th February, 1943. 

Circular D. No. 84 OST SECRET (DOI.1) 
IJy telegram 9th ~ebrilary , D. 68. Follo 1in for Prime 

J.:inister begins :-

In reply to ropresent&tions by Hio ~ajosty ' s Ambassador, 
Einister for l!o reign ~ffd rs said th t question ould. be con-
o idered bJ Arg ntine Y-overnment. He perro nally mainteined that 
Argentine cl ims to Falkland Islands and dependencies were in
disputable and could not be affected by r emoval of Argentine 
emblems which Argentine worship et pl'Osent in those waters could 
easily replr.ce . His 11£je.ty ' s Ambassasor considers that 
!Jinister lor Foreign Affr.i. rs is anx1.ous to avoid put.lie contro
versy or friction but is scepticcl regErdin o~r warninG of the 
possioility of serious consequuncos to J.nglo-Arg ntine relations. 
If Argontine Gov rnm0 nt adopt L:i.nister for ... oreiGil Affairs' 
standpoint , ne shall have succeeded in our aim or asserting and 
stren5thening our title ithout provokin puul1c controversy . 

Endo . 

• 

~~-~~V;&; V C'JUll. OJ OU ::-OW.Q'UJ iiLll Vft~ "'T .3:V-O--IlV'T""C'J;L :UCI' c,{e 
these slen s V1ere cloirn.ed by t e ner:ly constituted United 
Provinces of Rio de la Plate . This claifil rested on the 
Brounds that in 1810 uhen the ~nited Provinces of the Rio de 
la Plata separated from Spain, that country possessed the 
Islar.ds by right of first occupancy, by the assent of the 
principal maritime po ers and by the proximity of the Islands 
to the part of the conti~e~t for ing the Vice-Royalty of 
Buenos Aires upon r.hose \?)Gov r uent they depended . The 
Government of the Republic having succeeded to rights 
exercised by Spain , they clai-ed that p~ssession of the 
Islands nsturally r verted to then. 

In 1829, the British Gov rnr;ent protested aE;ainst 
various acts of sovereignty coI'ici ttcd by the Buenos A. res 
Governr:ent and reiterated their claim to the Felldand Islands. 

In 1831 the Governor auuointed by Buenos Aires 
seized three Uni~ed States vesaels engaged in fishing on the 
coasts of the Islands on e charee of contravening /u-gentine 
fishing rights. A nited Statec 'arshi ~as thereunon sent 

o the Falldand Islands VIhic dost eyed .. the fort ana r - t ok 
the stores end property which had been taken fro the United 
States ve~selo. In the corres ondence 'hich ensued betueen 
the Cnited States and .lirger.tine Gov rn ents the fol er 
ouestioned the .raentine title to ex rcise sovereign juris
diction in the Islands. 

J.e no satisfaction was obtained is • aje~ty's Govcrn
~ent sent c warship in 1833 to ex rcioe Britis' rithts of 
sovereignty and the Arger.tine garrison as expelled. 

The Argentine Govern ent thereunon formally protested 
nd declared the firm deteroinction of the Republic to supuort 

her rights . The British reply aintained that the cloim of 
Greet Britain to the sovere1gnt; of the Falkland Islands had 

I ... 
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Seoretary ot State tor uominion &ttai. rs. London. 
liln1ster of External At'fal re ,· Cape i'Own. 

13th Yebruary, 1943 . 

Circular D. Bo. 83. KOST S ORIT AHD PERSCJNAL (DOM) • 
~llow ing tor Prime ,ani st er begin a: 
111 t elefram D. N~. 82. 1h1le our titular claim ot the 

1allclan4 Is ands is oomparatively wenk, our legal position 1s 
beooaina inoreasingly strong owing to our oont1nue4 possession 
end the ua~ wh joh we have made of the•• isle.Dda. Ae regards 
the d•p•nd•noiea, the position ia the reTerse. While our titular 
olaim is stronger we haT• made little uae ot the islands and our 
legal po~1tion is therefore becoming weaker and ie in part dis
puted by Chile as wel1 as Argentine. 

( 

~ tl.r ~ 
~ )1 "1o . p. ~n ,. 

J.;. ~,..-/ L;J- · ,z I _.) . 

'l ~,.. 'r i tl.,..., ,,_.,r 

1.1~/ '~\~\~ 
ISlands was the Governnent of Buenos Aires , and on the over
thror of the Spani sL. supr enecy in t he Vice-Royalty of La Plata 
these Islands Vier claimed by the newly const1 tuted United 
Provinces of Rio de la Plata . This claim rested on t he 
grounds that in 1810 when the Uni ted Pr ovinces of the Rio de 
la Plato separated froo Spain , that countr y possessed the 
Islands by rieht of first occupancy, by the assent of t he 
princi nal mar1 time po,.ers and by the pr oximi t y of the Islands 
to the pert of the conti~e~t for ing the Vice- Royalty of 
Buenos Aires upon hose ~?J Gov rr ent they depended . The 
Government of the Republic having succeeded to rights 
exerci sed by Spai n, they claioed that poscession of the 
Islands na t ur ally reverted to them. 

In 1829, the British Gov rr ent protected against 
various acts of sovereignty cornmitt d by the Buenos A"res 
Gov rnnent and reiterated their cleim to the Falkland Islands. 

In 183i the Governor an o · nted by Buenos Aires 
seized three Uniled States vessel engsged in fishing on the 
coasts of the Islands on a charge of contravening li.rgentine 
fishi ng rig~ts . A nited State warshi ~es ther unon sent 

o the Falkland Islands whic dest oyed the fort ana re- t ok 
the stores and property uhich had been taken fro the Dnited 
States vceselo . In the corresrondence hich ensued cetween 
the r.nited State~ and Argentine Gov rn ents the former 
auestioned t he Argentine title to exercise coverei gn juris
diction i n t he Islands . 

J..s no satisfaction was obtained is l"ajesty ' s Govern
ment sent a warshi p in 1833 to ex rci se Bri tish richts of 
soverei gnty and the Argenti ne garrison was expelled. 

The Argentine Govern• ent thereunon formally protested 
tnd declored the fi r m det ernination of the Republic to suppor t 
hAr r i ghts . The British r eply maintained that the claim of 
Great Britain to the sovere1gnt3 of the Falkland I lends had 

I ... 
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_,,,.,.,. R c ived 15.2.43 . 

F~~r : Sec ctery of State for DocinioL ffoire, London . 
.J.ni~t r of Ext rncl Affoirs, C pe ~o n. 

) l~th February, la ~ 

Ciro 1 er D. No . P.2 . SECREJ. . (DO' ) 
·y teleere of 9th F bruary, D. 68 . Fallo ing hiotorical notes 

on Fol :land I lends and Dependencie~ ay be of interest : 
Tl:e Falkland Islands ere di~covered by en English an, 

John Davis in 1592 and na~ed the Falklands in 1690. In 1748, 
the Br"tisb Govern nt resolved to establish a colony there but 
the Spanioh Government remonstrated so strongly that the 
~roject iec abandoned . In 1764, however , 1 . do Bougainville 
rounded a French colony on East Falkland Ic1 ands. The French 
were ther for the first to settle on the Island. • In the 
fol 1 o ing year , the British GoverllI'lont decided t revive their 
former project and accordingly West Falkland Island was taken 
posses~1on of in the name of the Crown . The Spanish Govern
ment resisted these atte~pts of Greet Britain and France to 
appropriate these IsJ ands to \'thiot they laid claim. The French 
egrcea t \ithdr v their colony in return for an indemnity_ 
but the British refused to comply with Spanish demands . 1~e · 
British settlers were ejected by Spanish troops in 1770 but 
after neeotiations with the Snanish Governnent they were 
peroitted to return in the following year . In 1774, however, 
the !~lands were entirely abandoned by the Britisc ~ho left an 
inscri tion behind them stating that the Falkland Islor..ds 
belorged to the King of Great Britain. The Snanish Govern~ent 
ther un n continued in undisturbed exercise or all rights of 
sovereignty not only over East F lklcnd Island ut over the 
hole group until about the year 18?8 uhen Spain abandoned 

tle Iolands and tas not since directlv laid claim to them. 
The arty a ~arently representing Snaln in her title to these 
Islands was the Governreent of Buenos Aires , and on the over
thro~ of the Sranis surremGcy in the Vice-Royalty of La Plata 
these Islands wer claimed by tle ne1:ly constituted United 
Provinces of Rio de la Plata . This claim rested on tte 
grounds that in 1810 1hen the United Provinces of the Rio de 
la Plata separated fro~ Spain, that country possessed the 
Islands by risht of first occupancy, by the assent of the 
princinal maritime po\ers and by the proximity of the Isla~ds 
to the art of the conti~e~t for ing ~he Vico-Royalty of 
Buenos ires upon whose ~?J Gov rr .ent the~ depended . The 
Government of the Renubl1c having succeeded to richts 
exercised by Snain, they clai ed that p~ssession of the 
Islands naturally reverted to them. 

In 1829, the British Gov rn ent protested a ainst 
various acts of sovereignty co~mitt d by the Buenos ires 
Gov rn~ent and reiterated their claim to the Fal~J.end Islands. 

In 1821 the Governor au uint d by Buenos Aires 
seized three Uniled States vessels en aged in fishing on the 
coasts of the Islands on a charge of contravening u-gentine 
fishing rights . A nited State~ Tiarshi s ther u~on sent 

o the Falltlend Islands which dest oyed the fort ana re - t ok 
th~ stores and property hich had been taken fro the United 
States vessels . In the correspondence hich ensuea between 
tbe United State~ and Argentine Governrents the forner 
ouesticr.ed the Argentine title to exercise sovereign juris
diction in the Islands. 

As no satisfaction was obteined is ajesty ' s Govern
ment sent a warship in 1833 to ex rcise British richts of 
sovereignty end the Argentine garrison was expelled. 

The Argentine Governr .ent thereupon formally protested 
ond declared the firm determination of the Republic to support 
hr rights . The British reply maintained that the claim of 
Great Britain to the sovereignty of the Falkland Islands had 

I ... 
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b 'n unequivocally aso rted during discucsions ith Spain 
i 1770 and 1771~ n ich had nearly led to or bet een the two 
eo ~ie ; and ~pain having restored to Great Britcin the 
lacea from whic British subjects had been expelled~ the 
gentine Gov rn ent could not expect that is ajes~y's 

Gov r~ ent ould pel' it aey other S± t to ex rcise a right, 
as derived fro Snein~ ~hich Breat Brit in had denied to 
Spain h r~elf .. Tlie .ori ti sh reoained in ossession and 
continued to do so until the present day. The Arg ntine 
Govern ent have repeatedly protested and still caintein 
their claim to these Islands. 

The South Orkn~ys South Shetlands, South Georgia, 
Sendr.ich Islandc and. Grahan Land i·ere established as 
dep ndencies of the Falkland Islands in 1908 . Annexation 
on behalf of the Grown was effected, in the case of South 
Georgia, in 1775 by Captain Cook; of the Sout Crkneys in 
1821 by their discoverer Captain PowellA of the South Shetlands 
after their discovery by r~r . Smith in 1~19 , by Captain Foster 
in 1829; end of Graham Land, by thei~ discoverer Captain Biscoe in 1832. 

• •• 
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3 . Admiralty propcs e to publish statement on February 10th 
that British uarship has paid visit to Antarctic waters and 
Falkland Island dependencies in search of enemy submarines 
and raiders . His Majesty ' s Ambassador at Buenos Aires has been 
instructed to araw attention of Argentine Minister for Foreign 
Affairs to this statement. Latter will be informed of our 
actions and will be uarned that effect on Anglo-Argentine re-
Ja I.ions viould be most serious if the Argentine Government were 
to interfere with emblems left by His J.-.ajesty's ship. It is 
beine made clear that ue have no intention of allowing our 
title to the islands to go by default or to be challenged by 
any other Power, but that in the interest.a of the traditionally 
friendly •relations betv1een our countries we are refraining from 
making a formaJ. protest or giving the matter other than 
routine publicity. 



FR : Secretary of Stato for Dominion ftairs, London. 
TO: Minister ot External Aff irs, C po ~own. 

9th February, 1943. 

Oiroular D. no. 68 OS'l' SECRET (DO 

l. Di spute with rgentinc Government and olso Chilean 
Gov rnmont over oovereignty ot Falk1and Island dependencies may 
be 1mminont. In recent years l: rgentino Government have re
peatedly ootu:aitted petty i nfrinsomcntc of ~ritioh soverei gnty, 
including estobl1alwent of v.i releos station and post of1'ice in 
South Orkneyn in 1941 and hoisting Of ~rgontine tlag on 
Deception Ioland in 1942. 

2 . Latest i nformation is to the effect that rgentino Govern
ment have sent two transports, one to f:iouth Ork:neys and one to 
South Shetlands, p robobly with objeot of strengthening their 
claim to territories within our juriod1otion. Chilean Govern
ment, uhich hno aloo made claims encroaching on .kjr1t1sh sovereign
ty, acoeptod rgentine invitation t o sand Naval Off 1cers on 
this expedition. In order to torestall Argont1ne Dlnoeuvre~ , 
one of His oj esty ' s ships was despntohed with 1notruct1ons to 
take action to strengthen our claim but avoid i no1dents if 
posoib1e. This ship has already removed morke erected by 
Argentine Government on Deception Iolend and repls oed them vii th 
Britioh emblems. At tho samo time , ~ritlsh 1nistor at Santi ago 
mado re,JJr esentations to Chilean Llini ster ot l oreign Affairs 
who hile olluding to possible adjustment of claims disclaimed 
ony idea of rgenttne-Chilean Agroomcnt directed against His 
tleJ esty ' s Government . 

3 . Admiralty propose to publish ota tecent on February 10th 
tha t British warship has paid visit to Antarctic waters and 
Falkland !Gland dependencies in soaroh of enemy eubnarines 
and raider•. His Mo.jesty'a Ambasoador at Buenos Aireo hos been 
1natruoted to draw attention of Argentine Lllnister for Foreign 
Aftaira to this statement . Latter will be intormed of our 
aot1ono and will be warned that offoot on ~nelo-Argontine re-
lo. t1ons would be most ner! ous if the Argentine Govornment were 
to intorterc with emblems left by His Majesty' s ehip . It is 
being made cleur that we have no intention of allowing our 
title to the i slands to go by default or to be challenged by 
any other Poner, but that in the interests of the traditionally 
tricndly r lotions between our countriE;S e arc retraining from 
mnking a formal. protest or g1vin8 tho matter othor than 
routi ne publicity. //'\ 

t;.i . ~l ,. ~ '' r; 
f) 1t.. . If ,c/ /)' 

1.... J~ 11~1' . 

~ '-I~ '1' r ,, f' ~Wt i;f /.·. . ~.(.-11 i ~v 
~/ri<"'~~'" 1' ~ , / 

v •- h~ a/ lP. 
\" V'T~~ . "°[Q. 
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(~o. ~!l) 

::-ii, Fordy11 n Din• . .! 11111' 27, 1!14~. 
W.ITJI n•l\·r~·11l·t• to. ~ii.' E~mond Ovey's l<'lrgrn111° :\o. :;o of 1~1p 2:J1·cl ~lay 

11•gard111g Arge11t111c nctnmes 111 the ~oulh Odrnc\ mid :--0111h Shetland lslaucls, 
I sli;tll.11<' gl.ar! if you ~viii. Uike ~.suitable <?J>pu1t1111ity of addresiii11g to the 
Argc11111u• ~l1111stt•1· for T•oretgn Afla1rs a note 111 the t<•rms of llH' enclosed rlmft 

l Hill, &1. 
A.NTJIOXY EDEi\'. 

Enclosu 1·e. 

!Jra/t \'ot( to be nrl,/r,"~ed by Hi.~ llujpsfy', R•pre.•cntativ<·, Hwnos Air~.,. 
to tl1e A ryentinr Mini.~t1•r /~1r Forri!m lf/(1irs. 

)1. le :\Iimstrc, June . 194:.?. 
I HAVE tlit• d10~1om to rrooll to your Exlellency that. in n 11otc ndtlre~~ed 

to )fr. I lnggtml by ::i<'fior J .• \ . Terry on tl1c 8tli .Janm11·\', lf104. the A1·e-cntme 
Gon~rnment accepted nn offer communiootecl to them hy Iii~ :Majc•sty's Mrn1ster to 
rmt hor·ise the~\ 1 gc·utiue l\Ieteol'o 1.gical Otlke to take o,·er tlw oh,.pn·atm y rnst,1 lled 
IJy )fr. \Villia111 :-'. Brnt!e in tie ....,, 1uth Orkm•y· Islands nnd to e,.;t:thlish then• a 
uictcorologicn I ohsen·mo1-y. Ou the 2:3rd Augiist. l 9lW, )lt'. Tlogga rd :i dd rcssed 
to Dr. \fo11tl•;; de Oc:1 a note rnealling that the :South 01·km•y Islands group j., 
Briti~h tl•nitnrv and that the intern•11tiou of H i:-; ,\ laJ·l'sty's Ume1·11111ent in the 
m:lttt.•1· of the tr~nsfc1· uf the st:1tion was based 011Briti~1 (1\\ neri'hip, a 1b·knation 
whi<•h ''-l"' rcm•wc•d In' :.\h To" ule\· in a 11ote clnted tl11• 4th .Jmnu11·r. !007. On 
the 1 Ht h \l,1 rl'h, l!JOH: ~c·1101· V. <le ia Pia za :H·knowleclgcd rel·ci pt of tt note dated 
t ht~ ::.!OI h r<•hnt:i r,r 1111dc1· l'0\'1.'I' of whid1 His )lajt1!\ly'i; ( 'hargl> d 'A IT:i ires had 
tnrnsmittt'cl to him a <'opy of the Falkl111/// /~/!111tl.~ Caz, flt~ t·o11toinin~ letters 
p:itent issued 011 the :21st .J111\ 190 . appointiug the Gover1101· l>f the l·nlklnnd 
lsla 1tcls to l1

l' Uon•rnnr of th Snuth Orkney:-; .rnd pro,·idin~ fo1· tlil' gO\·einment 
of the• lat IN :is H dependt•n<) <,f the former grnup. ·r he attcnt wn of the 
.\ r~t·rH ine Uo\'cl'llml'11t !ms been drawn ou a number of :sub<:equent ocen,;ions to 
the 'U\'ereiguty cxerl'i~ed hy Jli,.: ~fojesty's Government O\'er tl1ese isl.ind..;. 

'l.. • \cmnl i ugly, it i~ with stll'pri~ that lJ i:. ~faJe"t(s <Jo\'ernmt>nt hnve 
receh·ed tht• intt•lligence that the Argeutint> D11·cctor of I osts and Telegraphs 
h:ts dednrcd the openiug of n post office in the :::::outli Ork]te.)'S and thnt 1J1e 
Argt•ntinc <Jmcrumcnt have taken thi::.: action without requesting the authorisa
tion of II is :\In.it-sty's Uovernment and hnve gone so far ns lo notify the 
e:-tahli:-hment of a permaueni .\rgeptine po.;1 oflice in the .'outh Orkueys to the 
Jntenwtiorml Bureau of the Uni\'ersn) Po,tal Guion 

:t The attention of His ~laje--ty':-; Government hn!;, moreover, been drawn 
to a r·eport whi(')1 nppe.1red in the Argentine pres~ in Mnr<>h of tlus yenr to the 
pfTect thnt the ,\ 1ge11tine nn,·nl lMm:;:port Primero de Ma!/O called ot Deception 
hlaud in the South $hetlnnd .. in tlit> lai't \\L'ek of .lunuary and that the 
co111m:rnd ing otlict•1· fomu1 lly took po=-,.,e~=-ion of the i~lnnd in the 1w11w of the 
.Araemi11e Hepnhlit '. hoisting nu Argentiue ftag. dt'llQSiting tht' All of Po..,~r~siou 
in~ chr~t 011 the island nud painting- the national colours of tlie Argentine 
Hcpublil' 011 tht> wnll-.: and rnof of certain installations. 

4. J '1111 accordingly dire<·ted to draw your Cxcl'lll'm-y's fonn:il attPntion 
to the fal't that hoth tl1e :--outh Orkueys and the .'outh Sh<'tlands f01111 part of 
the depe11dt•1111 ic::; of the Falk!n11d Islands. m·er whid1 IJic: .\lnjc~ty's Uo,·ern111ent 

(:H-:( 



t 
in the United Kingd·~m exert'ise full .:;ove,.eig~tv: to protest ngai~1.st the l!_Cl1011 
tnken by the. A rgl'~t111e qovernme11t rn cst.'lbl!:.Jung n pc~st ofh?~ m the ::iouth 
Orkney . whteh I lis Majesty';; <;overnmcnt m the l 111tl'rl h.111gdom oaunot 
recognise n11d to which thev can nfiord no facilities: nnd to cuquire whetl1er 
there is any l'uhst:wce in the pre<: rnport nlluded to nbo,·e regarding the aNion 
nlll'gl·il to fiave bce11 t.:1keu by nn .\J'geutinc 1ww1l otlioer at Deception J::land in 
the So11til1 ~lwtl:111ds shortly after the ,.i:>it of one of Hiis '.\lnjesty'~ ships to tlu~e 
islands. mode" itlt tl1c purpo!<e of denying facilities and destroying i11stallntions 
which might. he of tt e to His ~Iaje:;ty's enemies. 



IC ~JI 

ht l!!illL· D 
f 1'1--~ L 

ini no Office, 
12. ) 

Circul r ~ tc , D. o. 38_ Dowri ing .J tree t, 

rch, 1941. 

61r, 

~a th r~:rerence to 0:.' c.lebp tctl No. 10 of' th"' G5th o!' 

Febru: ry, I h ve tne honcur to tr 1.s it a copy of note 

1ich h been La~revsea to the Cnil.,.an A bass aor in London 

n tn ubject of th cl im 01' t.1 o v rn ent £ t:hile to 

t1~ lklarQ I l new D penaenc1es. 

I v~ the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your m &t ob 0 d1E"nt, 

hu le serv nt, 

ul lOl OF SvUl'. ! J.1.F.1.Ull\. 



COPY. 

No. A 3 320/9 . 

Sir , 

FORE! tN OJ.~IO!:.i , S . 1 • • l . 

25th Feb1·uary, 1941. 

In Hie Excellencr 3enor Don vctavio Senoret ' s 
note No . 1007/116 01 th ll th I ovcmber 1940 , he i:ms eo 

ood as to co'1U?lunicate to ~y·predtc~ssor the text of 
a decree icaued by your oovernment on the 6th November 
1940 , according to \7hich the 'lilni ts of Chilean and 
Antarctic territory chall conaigt o all mainland , 
islands , iolets , reef's and pacl-. ice knoHn or to be 
discovered, together with the adjacent territorial 
waters , betHeen longitude 53o west of Greenwich and 
longitude 90° west of Greenwich. 

L Of 

2 . In reply I have the honour o iuvi te your atten
tion to the fact that the sector defined in this decree 
includes that part of His Majesty ' o pooseasions kno\·m 
as the Falkland I slands Dependencies of which the aon 
boundaries r7ere defined by the letters patent of the 
28th Uarch 1917; namely, "all iclands and territories 
"whatsoever bet\·1een the OOth degree of' .eat lon 1 tude 
"and the 50th degree of vest longitua \7l1ich arc 
11ai tuated eoutn o · the 50th parallel or south latitude ; 
"and all ielo.nds and terri to1'i's \lbatsot;ver bet ,een the 
1150th degree of' \7est longi tua.e a.1d the 80th degree of 
"~iest longitude \7hich are situated south 01· tne 58th 
"parallel of south la ti tude 11

• copy of the full text 
of the letters patent is enc~osed herein. 

3 . I have the hon ur to .re!;luest that you \"lill be so 
eood , there1'01-e, as to lnfonn your UOV(.;rnment that His 
Majesty' s Gov rmnent in the United Kin dom must aecline 
to recognise the decree or the 6th November 1940 as 

conf'erring 

senor Don Leon Subercaseaux, 
etc ., etc . , etc . 

:.LhE I. IS.1. •R J X'l' 

U lUl L.B SOUl' • FiUC ~. 



oon£err1ng any title on your Governm.nt to any p rte 
Of Antarctic territory ~ithin th bounciar1es ot the 
Falkland Islands Depender.cies as defined in the 
letters p tent or the 28th Larch, 1917. 

I hf;lve , etc . 

(For Mr. 71nston Churchill) · 

(Sgd. ) J . l3J\LF'OUR. 

\ 



1 I I 

nl 1c.. , 
. --- !J r 1n Gtre t, 

'),... Febl"".l ry, l . - tl . ~o 

ir, 

itb rei'erencc to my C1e tc CJ.rc1 t' D. i • 1 

r ti l ~ o-:r Oct 1 .,r 1 t, I ve th hen ur to t"' n '!Ii t a. 

__}11']11.40. ~ co ~ of' not!" f'L'Of tho c 1 e n dor !n Lo .oon, 

~ t 11th a CO,t-.,' Hi. j ty's 

t .1 ire , 0 e subject or the Cl i of' 

t~ G v rn t Chile to n to 

t rr1tor1e in 

I VP Tl ir to b , 

s .,.. , 

Yo1ir o t obedient, 

1umble erv nt, 

I lol :t L .FL' me., 
L. I AF~I 



JH '3 320/9( l)) e BU.t;HOS AIHES, 
Noo~3 .. ~5th! ovember, 1940 . 

My Lord, 

• ~ IJn,,1."I' cover of my despatch No. 261 of the 13th beptember 
't .:. l'lJ the honour to tz·ansmi t to Your .t..ordship a copy of a 

•"'", ' . .;r.: tho Al•gentine hUnister for 1-'orcign 11.ffairs which 
' •• ~ ~~3 view that, as soon as the international situation 

, '!. 1 '.' ti, it ·;,ould be proper to asGOMble· a conference or the 
~. ~ .,c •• 1t.erc ..... ted in the 1~ntarctic, in order to detennine their 

•• J ..... ·.ve territorial clnims . 

2. The vexed question of sovoroignty over the Antarctic 
regions , vhich was so thoroughly ventilated in the Argentine 
pr(H;s over a year ago (see Hr . Dowl' s despatch .Ho . 233 of the 
31st; July and subsequent reports from this :post), hns again been 
brought before the public eye , this time through the 
publication, on the 6th Hovember , of a decree signed by the 
Chilean Minister for Poreign Affoil·a in which a Chilean claim 
is put for'r'tard to sovereignty over all the Polar territories 
situated between longitudes 53° and so0 west of Greenwich. 
It will be observed fro1n the accompanying map that the Chilean 
claim not only overlaps that advanced by Argentina (i.e . to 
the territories between longitudes 40° and es0 Jbut also includes 
the south Shetlando and other islands belonging to the Falkland 
Islands Dependencies . 

3 . According to the 5uenos Aireopress the Chilean 
Minister for 1' oreign Affairs , in handing to the Argentine 
cti_qrge d 1 J.ffairea ut bentiago a memorandum containing the text of 
th~ Q c~c~r P-xpressed the hope that the Argentine &overnnent 
woulcl !l.)t h~l:li tate to f'ornulate their om1 vi ewe on the question 
cf' bo·1a"'ei gn+,y, and sui;geeted that the two Goverru.lents mi1:>ht 
cp1•o:.,:t tccl'lr.tcal comni ssions to make a joint study of 1.ntarctic 
prr,.· i 'llS al"d ~.o cmdeavour in a friendly epiri t to r econcile 
co~r ccn.i. lict:i.ng points of view . 

4, '!'he Argentine rer)ly to the Chilean appr oach was contained 
in a no";e addressed t o the Chilean Ambasuador at :Buenos Air es 
on the 12th November . The note pointed out that Argentina's 
clrima in the: ,,.ntarctic rested not only upon geoe;raphical 
prcp:.i.nquity but also upon the fact that she was the only 
countr~' to hnve uninterruptedly occupied a tJection of Antarcti c 
territory, by vi rtue of the maintenance of a met eorological 
station in the ~outh Or kneys for the last 37 years . It was in 
order to substanti ate these claims and develop her interests in 
the Polar Regions that she had set up a permanent Antarctic 
Canmi ttee in Buenos hires. As the Argentine Government hed 
recently informed His Hojesty ' s Government , while discussing 
the publication by the Government of Australia of a map of the 
Antar ct i c , Ar gentina was ready to uphold her claiMs at any time 
befor e an Internr tional Conference. The Argentine view was 
that t he situation created by the existence o:f' several unilateral 
clai ms , i ncluding the Chilean, to sovereignty over parts of the 
nntar ctic Continent could only be dealt with by such a Conf'erence . 
Tho Argentine Goverrunent were therefore , while formulating the 
necessary r eserves to the Chilean declaration, glad to observe that 
the Chilean Gove r nment were eager to enter into discussions with 

Tho Right Hon. Vi scount halifax, K. G., G.C . S . I. , G. O. I . E., 
etc. , etc., etc . 

them 

FOHLICril 0F1' ICE . 



them, and they willingly accepted this ~riendly proposal , 
1~ t~e hope that any agreement that they might reach would 
s~::-v9 t0 ntrengthen the ri0hts of the two countries against 
eY~. '-1~1.is by third parties. 

t• Accor d1.ng to the press, the Argentine attitude 
~AS~&~ ~J nn (X~e~lo~t impression in Chile • 

.L 't • r·:. ":..ng a copy of this despatch to Hie Majesty ' s 
Amt-arm. )' l:il vc:..HLiaco de Chile . 

I have , etc. 

(Signed) ESMOND OVh'Y • 

I. 

; 

• ' ' I • '. 
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(1) 

Si1 H. Urey lo Vi~<'mrnt l/11/if11t.-(He1·1 irPd ,/11n1111r!I Ii. HHI.) 

(No. :m:q 
.\I) L1ll'd, !lllP/I(),'! ; f irt·.-. \ (J/'I 111111 I :l:>, I !140. 

lJNl>l:l{ l'OH·r· of my despatch .No. !l51 nf tl11• J:Jth :ScplPml>l'r lae;L, I lia<l the 
houou r to l ra 11s111i t to your Lonbh i p a wpy of 11 1111k from 1 !11• i\ rg1•111i111' .\Ii 11 ister 
for Forcigu Affai1·~. whil'lt expressed the \ tC\\ that, as soou as thl• i11kr11atioual 
situation pcnnilt1•d, 1l would be proper to assl•mhl1· a l'O!llt•rl'lll'l' ot' the ;-.;talcs 
i11tl•t·cstcd i11 the ,\11111n:tic. in nrdl•r to ril•lt•rrn111c· then· n·spt>et ire let'l'ilol'ial 
claims. 

:l. The \c:-.:ed <pll'stto11 ot :-<O\crcig11ty o\cr the A11tarctir rcgious, \\}11ch \\rtS 
so thnroughl) \cntilated i11 the .\rgeutinl' prcs:i !J\Cl' a \'l'.1r ago (M'C' .\11·. IJodd's 
dc::;pntcl1 So :l:J:$ of tlic :Hst ,July and suhscqm·nt report~ from thit-. po:it), has 
agnin boon brought before the puhlil• l'\"c, this ti111c through tlw p11olication, on 
the lith ~o,cmhcr. of n decree signed Ly thl' l 'hil<'an ~I 111istcr for Foreign .AITairs 
in which a Chilean l'l:1i111 j, pnt forwurd tu SO\crcignty ow1· 1111 the Polar 
tcrritorie~ situ:itcd hctWt'\'11 longitude;: :;:f' nnd !)IP W<'St of Un·e1mich ft ,dlJ 
bt• oh~n·ed from the accompauyiug m:ip(') thnt tl11.• Ghilcnn t: lairn 11ot only mcrlaps 
thut a1hn11ced h) .\r!!c11t111a (i.1?., lt' the tcrr1101 il',... het\\CCll longitude~ 411° and 
6::...;-:>), hut also iuclndl's the ::'onth :'h<'l l:rnds and othc1 1slantls lielo11gi11~ lo tlw 
Fa lklnnd bl ands I >epc11clc11cit•s. 

:!. Acc:onliug to thl' Blll'l10,... .. \ire:- prc"s the l'hilc.111 ~liuistcr for Forei~n 
Affairs, i11 ha111li11.g. to the .\rgentinc Chnrgl- d'.\ffnin•.-. nt ;o-;;111tingo n 
1tll'lllor:rnd11111 co11ta111mg the text of the del rce, C.\lll"c'St•d thl' hope that tl1c 
1\rge11tilll' c;11\Cl'lllllCilt wo11Jd 110( hesilHtC' lo for11111l1tl(' lh('jl' 0\\'11 \it•WS Oil the 
quest ion of smcrl'ignty. and suggested tl1at tl1t· two CoH•m1111•11ts might nppoint 
tech11it•11l l'OJ11111issio11s lo mnkc ;1 joint study of .\111ar1~tit· prnhlcrns :11111 to 
t•11<lt•11\·011r in a l'ril•1tdl~· spirit to rcco11cilc any co111lieti11g poi11ts of viPw. 

4 'l'ht• l\rgP11tim· reply to tht' Chilean approad1 w:1s 1·011tai11cd 111 n note 
nddn.!ssl'd to till' Chilean .Amhassndor at Hncnos 1\ircs on the l~tli ~mcrnlicl'. 
Tlw note poi111t·d out that .\rge11ti11a 's C'laims i11 lhl' .A11t11r1•t w n•stPcl 11ot oulr 
upo11 gcographil•al propinquit)· hut also upon tlw f:wt tliat shl' was the 011ly 
t·m111tn· to lia\'C 1111intcrrnpte1ll~· occupil'd n st•ct io11 of .\11t:ll'l,;t ic lPrritor\', h)· 
,·irtuc 'of t!1c mni11tc11a11u· of a metcorologie.d station in the ..;:outh Ul'knc);s for 
the lai<t tl11rty-SC\t'll )'C<ll':l. It \\'llS iu order to s11hstn111 iate the~e dnillls nnd 
dl'\'<'lnp lier interests in t Ire Polar region:-; that she had S<'l up u permc111cnt 
.\utnrl'lic Commiltt•c iu Bt1l'llO" .\ires. As the Ar~eutinc Gmcrnmcnt hnd 
rcec11tly informed Ilis i\lnjesly's Go•crnment. wlrilc d1sc11-.siug the p111Jlicatio11 
liy t lw C; owrmnent of Au:itralfo of a map of the A ntnrrtir .• \ rgcntina wns rea1h 
to uphold her claillls al nny time before an Jntc1 nation ii ('onforl'11cc The 
.\1p·111 i1w 'ic" w11s th:lt the sit11·ttio11 created by the PX•stencc of i;e,er.11 
m11latcml l'lnim ... , i11cl11d111g the Chilenn, to ~owrC'ignt) OH'r parts of tilt' 
Antarctic Continent c·ould 011h he dealt with hv such a <onfcrcnC<' The Argentine 
C:o\ernme11t were. therefore, while forrn11laii11~ the r>cc·c sar~ rcsenes to the 
Chih•1111 dcclnrution, gfad to ob:,;cne that the ('hilc:in n0\cr11me11t werC' cnger to 
enter iuto diseussions with them. and they \\ illini;h· :wccptccl th rs frieudh 
p1-oposnl. in thu lwpr thnt nny ng1ee111cnt tJ1•tt thl'y might re;ich would ::scnc t~> 
~tre111:;rhen the •:ights of the two conmrie-. n~ni11s1 ~JI l'luims h." third parties. 

5. .Accorclmg to t}w pres,::, the .\rgc11tmc a1t1t11dc ha'" 1'1tU!'NI an excellent 
i1npresi::in11 i11 Chile•. 

I arn i;e11di11g a copy of this dc!'palrh lo 11 ic; '\In jcsl\•'s Amlmssador al 
Santiago clc Chile. 

I hnw, &c. 

') ~ot rcpn,.lth'C I 
ES~IONI> OVEY. 

(1 ;,-27] 



(~) 

Sir(', fJrde to f i•count !"1/ifar: -(llraie1•d ,lt1111tmy :l'<, 1!141) 

(Xo. ~05) 
:\h Lord. :)rmt ia!fo. \'fJr11n lier 13, I !140 

· \\'ITH rPfe1·cme to 111\· telc"ram i\o. :l71 of the 10th mstnnt. I hinc the 
honour to trm1,.mi1 here\\ 1th 11 f.·anslntio11 of n dccrc(• u;sucd by the l 'hilean 
(:o\l'rnmcnt declun11" .i ~cctor of the .\utnrctic rr"i1111 to he ('hilc:rn tcn·Jtory. 

:? ~PJ"tur ~lora,n,\ho \\as in ollicc as ~li11ist<>1::' for Foroi~u .\ffoirt' wht.>11 the 
dri<:•n•e \\fl::; 1~;;11l'd, w:i:;; imml'diatch' aftt•rnnrds lr1111sferrc.·d 10 tl1e po"t of 
~li11islt•1· of Fi11a1H·c, 1111d I had 110 opp01 lu111ty ltll lo day of sp1•nki1~g to his 
slHX'C S<•I' 011 I he s11lijPd. I h:ne now in formed :-:1•11or Bi:ull'hi that \\ lnlfl I hnd 
no i11st 1·1u•t io11,. I l lt;111•711t it ch•,;irahlc to let him kum\ iufnr111nlly without dt•la,v 
that llis :\JajP:-1.(s (;gwrnuwnt l'lainwil lcl'l'itory whil'i1 ft•ll wlthi11 the limits 
~pccifit>d i11 tht• C'hilcn11 dl•1•ret'. I left \\ ith him a~ a n•111indt•1· an c.\tr:lt'I from 
"Till' Colo11inl Olli('e List " showing the limit~ of tho dE'pc11clNll'it•s of tho 
Falkland T8la1uls, explaining that this wa unt an oflic·iul stntt•rnent hnt merely 
au indit·at ion of our intt·rl':\l in the matter. Sct11ir Bimwhi, who St'l'ltlt'f! iguoraut 
of Brit ish l'lairn,, in tht• region in question, took my ohse1·valio11s in vcrv !.{ood part. 

I haw lh 
C \\ ORDE 

Enclos11rc. 
(Translntio11.) 

WJI EHE1\~: 
It is thl' dnt' of the ::-tme to fi\:, with exnct1tude, its t<>rritorial limit~; 
t•p to the pr

0

e:-ent the Chilean territorial limit;; in thC' ~nuthcrn Pnlnr rcg1011 
kuown ns the .\111er1rnn .\ntnrctir ha,·c not lwi•n <lct<'rmincd: 

The 'li11istn• for Foreign .\finir~ publich· clcclan-.d in I !106 thnt the• 
delimitation of the tcrrit1>ry referred to was th<' ,.1ihjl'Ct of prcliminnry in\'<'~tign 
t ion!'! whil'h hnd not vet hcen completed; 

'l'he nctual stale of th1•st• imcsti~ations 11ow rnahl<'.s n d1~bio11 tn h<• rc•a<'hed 
in this 1·<'sp1·<·I. • 

Tlit• sp<'c.;inl ('(1mmibsi1111 ap1minted by the Ministry for Fon·i~n .\ITnirs' 
nccrf•e No J:>-!I of the 7th Sept('JJ1h1'r, lfl!3!1, hnn· cstnl1lishcrl tlt1• limits of Chill'an 
.1\ ntnrr.t ir. trl'rit11ry in r11•r01«lnnre with the <lata :.;11ppliC'rl by gl'ogrnplti('al. 
hi!dorirnl, j111'idi1•nl nnd diplomnti• p1ecNlc11I~ whirh ha\C bc1•11 ron~nlterl anrl 
whid1 h:l\P nrt mn11lnted up to the presC'nt tirm': 

J d1•cn·c : 
\II lnnds, islnnds, isll'l<:. r1..-efs of roeks, glaciers (pnck ice·), nlrea1h· known. 

or to Ix• discmcred, nnd their re.-.pc tivc territorial \rntcrs, in the cclor lwtwt>en 
lo11g1t11d1•s :;a :rnd !HI \\'est, con:::ti tute the ( 'hill"'an Antarrt ir or Chi lcm1 Antarctic 
territory. 

Tnkc note, C•Jrnmunirnte. puhli:>h and in~crt in the Bulletin of L:rns nn<l 
DtJC l'OOS of the no,·cmm1"nt. 

PJ:J)l?O .\G urnn E CEHnA MAHC'fAL MOHA 1 

[A 4828 4828 9 1 
(3) 

II. Sl'11ord to l'i~cou11t !Jnlifa1.-(Rrc,.frr.tl \"ol'c.mlJ ... r 20) 

f 'hilmm 1~· 111/Ja.~ • .,71, 
\'Olli' ExccllcJll'Y. /,rmd nu, v OtP.111 ucr 11 , 111 rn. 

I 11.\ VE ilw hononr L<• inform \Olli' Ex1•clh•11cy that my Url\'cr11mc11t hns 
ii<i;11e<i till' foll1)wiug dccrl'e: · 

•• 111 eo11~HIC'nlt1011 that it is the d11l\' of tlw Slall' to fix\\ ith t')W1•tit11rlt' 
it~ lt•rritol'in~ l~n1111_lnrics. which houndai·ic:-; havl' 1101 11p to the pn•spnt lil'cll 
ddi11cd b~ lAulc 111 ~o far a:-: concl'l"lll' tlw polnr rPgirm Jwowu n.s the 



.. 

-
• "rit'-flll .\nlnrct1C'; nud that this '.\li111stry puhlicl) stated in tht> )CHr 1906 

that the delimitation of :mch t<.>rritor\· should ll('Cl)fllC the suhjcct of 
<iiS('ttss1011, whid1 discus:sion was initintcd but uot completed, thougl1 
progressing snHiC'tcntly for n dC<'ision to be rcachccl by t ltc special commission 
nppointed for the pnrpost· by ~I im::;terial l>l'l rec Xo 1:Ht of the 
7th September, lfl3H ; when•for(' thii; <'Omm1ssio11 has now cstnhlisht•d the 
limits of Chilean nutnrNic territory, i11 conformity with the gcogrnpl11cnl. 
hii;todcal, j11ri1iiC'al a111I diplomatic rlatn :wcurnulat~d. to he us followR :-

" 'l'hC' Chilean A11taretic, of the Chilean Antmctir tcrritnrv, :::hall 
co11::;1st of nil mainland, islands, islets, n•l'fs nr11I pack i1•P, lmm,:n or lo 
hu d iscovered, togethl'r with the arljacc•nl 11•1T1tnrial si.·a~. b(•lwer.11 
longitude !);.JO Wt•st of G1·ec11wieh :ind 1011git11dp !10° WC'St of ( :n·c•11wil'l1." 

hnw, &l' 
O!'T.\VIO :-;J \OHJn, 

< '/1ile1111 I 111/111~.v1r/11r. 

1/r ll'iu~lnn ('/iurcltill to II . Subl'l'rflserw . .:r. 

Sir, Fnr1 irm fl !fir•?, f'ebnwry ;15, I !141 
IN hil:> Excclle11r\ ~ei111r 1>011 Orunio .::'t~riort•t's note of th<• I Ith Xowmbcr. 

1!110, he wns so goo1t'ns to eomrnunicnte tom~ predecessor the tl'Xt of a decree 
i:ssucd by your Gmernment on the ()th .NO\emhcr, I !HO, accm·di11g to winch the 
limits of Chilean Antarctic territon ,..hall con:-i~t of all mniul:rnd. island~. 
i:;Jets, r~fs uud pack icl' k110'' 11 or to' be disrm·erc<I. togPthel' "ith the adjare111 
territorial water:;, betwt•(>lJ lougit ude :>:1° "est of (: rccnwicli nwl 1011g1t ude !lll0 

we~t of <i1·cen\\ ich 
~. In reply I 1111\c tht> liouour 10 im 1te your atteut i1111 to tl1r fa1•1 thnt tilt' 

sector defined in thi~ dcrrcc iul'lucies th.lt part of His ~lnjt•,.,ty'~ posscssi11m• knmrn 
as till' Fnlkl:rncl l::;lar11ls llependt•11cie:>- of which tlH· boundaries \\t'l'l' dl'fi1u•d b.' 
the lt>IU>rs p:ill'nt of tl11• :l~th \lnreh, Hl17: n:1111t'ly, ''all isln111l::. 1111d ll'l'l'ilurics 
\V ha t~Cll'\'1•1· bl'I \\'1•1111 t ht• :Wt h rlegrre of \\'t~st 1011gi t 11dt> 1111d I hi• !lOt Ir dl•gn·c of \\est 
lo11giu1dp \\hil'h an• sit11atl•d south of till' !illth narallel of south lati111d<'; and 
all l~ln 11ds .111<1 IP1Til ol'i1•s wlw t s<ll'\'Cr lief ween l hP. :>Ot 11 dpgr·pp of W<'sl lrmgi I 11dt· 
and the Olli d1•gr'l'<: of \\t'"I lnngitnde whif'h a1·p situalL•d s11111h 111' tlw :>~tli (lill'•llll'I 
of south 111tit11rll' ·• \ 111pv of tht> ftill k"\t 01 till' let!Pr's patt>lll is l'llC'lo~wd 
herein (1

) 

:l. I hinc tlil' ho11011r to request thnt )Oii will be so good rherefort', as ''J 
inform your 1;0H·r11111cn1 that Iii:-: ~Iaje"'ty's f:O\ernmPnt in thl' HnitNI Kiugdom 
must ilecliuc to recognii:;c the decree of the ~th Nowmber, lfl40, n eonft•rring an) 
title 011 your Covcrnm1•11t to nny pn1·t"' of aut.arc·t1c tcrrrtor) "ithin tlll' ho1111daric~ 
of t ht" Fn lldnnd f !=In nds I>ependenei""' as 1lefined in tlu• let tt"l'li pn tent of the 
28th \l arch. l!lli. 

I h:l\'e . ..:·c. 
Wl T~TON ~ l'H l ' Hl'H ILL. 

<') Noi pr nt d 
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152 
o.mi treet, 

15 ctob r,l "0. 

t.1:r, 

I havt the honour to trr n '11 t tlL cr.om'J nying 

r.o yo r transl tion or r ent1ne crte o. 51, 62 . 97 

te 1 t S: th r·il, 19 0, o h lbj ct Of h 

or t~o1 or a ) nnan t orth Antarc tic o itt e . 

I h v th hon ur· to oo , 

ir, 

our :> t ob t1 nt, 

h 1ul .. " t, 

~·· 

o .... J. L 

v 



{Jtent1ne Decree No. 61,852.M . 97 dated 30th April , 1940. 

~: 

The Argentine Government on the 15th ot July, 1V39, 
issued Decree No . 53,821 setting up a Committee composed or 
Representatives of th9 Ministry of Foreign A!'fairs, the 
Ministry of Marine and the !iniatry of .Agriculture for the 
purpose of ensuring the due participation of Areentina in the 
International Polar Er.hibi tion l:lDd 1..'1.tl •·congress of Arctic 
Explorers" convolced by ti1e Norwegian Government for October 
1940; and 

WHEREAS: 

Subsequently the Norwegian Government stated that the 
above-mentioned Conference had been postponed sine die; and 

WHEREAS: 

The work of the Corrrnittee has revealed the necessity for 
a permanent oreanisation to be set up, composed of permanent 
delegates, in order to centralise and be responsible for the 
consideration and handling of all matters connected with the 
defence and development or Argentine interests in the 
Anturctlc or in the Antarctic continent; 

And in view of the reports submitted by the Departments 
of Foreien Affairs, Marine and Agriculture, 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE ARGENTINE NATION, IN AGREEMENT 
WITH THE MINISTERS OF STATE 

DECREES: 

Article I. - A permanent organiBation is 3et up in dependence 
upon the Ministry of Foreign Ar.Lairs, entitled the National 
Antarctic Cammi ttee, which shall cer4tr~lise and be responsible 
for the consideration and handling of all questions connected 
with the defence and development of Argentine interests in 
the Antarctic. 

Article II. - The Committ~e shall continue the research already 
undertaken regarding the present state of ~mtarctic problems, 
especially insofar as they affect Argentine interests, and 
shall subrnt to the Executive Power a plan of action covering 
all the aspects of the guestion whether of internal or of 
international character. 

Article III. - The national Ministries and Departments and the 
competent institutes shall allow the Comnittee direct access 
to the documents and other material required by it for the 
accomplishment of its task. 

Article IV. - Dr. Isidoro Ruiz Moreno, Captain Francisco 
J. Clarizza and Engineer Alt'redo 0-0elrnarini vdllbe the permanent 
members of the National Antarctic Comnittee, Vlhich will be 
presided over by the first named. The permanent secretary 
or the comnittee will be nr. Raul c. Mieone. 

Article v. - Ta be communicated, published in the Official 
Gazette, passed to the National Register, etc. 

Siened) 
Countersigned) 

ORTIZ. 
Joee Maria Cantilo, D16eenes Taboada, 
Pedro GrOi)po, Carlos D. Mdrquez, Le6n L. Scaseo, 
Jorge Coll, Luis A· Berberia, Cosme Massini Ezcurra. 
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Sir , 

llNlf VAN sum :AFRIKA 
UNJO~ or sourn AFRJO\ 

P.t.: . 103/J I/" 

DEPAllTEMOIT VAN Bu1TELANosc SAKE. 

0EPAll.TMENT Of EXTEll.NAL AFfAlll.~ . 

C A P l.i T u N, 

14th April , 1939 . 

I have the honour to acknowledge 

the receipt of your letter Jnr. 354/39 of 

3rd April , end to thunk y~or the copies 

of a publicetion conte~g e proclane.tion 

issued on 14th Jenue~y , 1939 , by His wajesty 

King Haakon regardt'rig the occu etion by Nor

way of a certei~erea in the Antarctic , &fid 

~~~t~y ~r Fnreisn affe1rs.J1t Oslo , which 

ygu. uerc co kind EfS to send me , and which 

V. ere t0ad Wl th InUCh interest . 

I have the honour to be , 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant , 

S.r..CRETARY FuR LXTEIJ\AL AF.FA.IRS . 

The Conaul-General for Norv;uy, 
Royal llorwegian Consule.te- Generol , 

28 St . George ' s Street , 
CAPETCi .rn. 

-
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/ .) (/' rr;_ , (J 

! 011"''7";"/' f ),;p,/vtf:t? . '/,,//I"'!/// ~ape J.O n , 3rd, 19~9 . 

Jnr . 
.. 

31r , 

ror the interest you mi ht take in the matter 

l teve trie hon:mr t~ 1or.ard ~vu tl'Jo co 1~ies (translated 

into ~n lishJ of a ~unlicati>n C)ntain1ne e trocla .ation 

issued on t e 14th of January 1939 , by ~!is eje ty ~ing 

..... aakon re erding t. e occu etion by or ay of a certflln 

erea in tre Antarctic ana a iecor:imendetion of tie see 

date from the inistry of ")reien Affairs at Jslo . 

1 have tte hon~ur to be , 

..lir , 

~our obedient vervant , 

I . .:>eippel. 
~onsul reneral. 

lne ~ecretAry 1Jr ~xternal hf~airs , 

v.L..L.., l • i . 



CvrY/\ •• 

Ru/AL h1.tfo1':E>Gl.AU C1.tl.SULA.TE-GE~;ERAL, 

C.APh"l'u17N , 

Jnr . 354/39 . April 3rd, 1~39 . 

Sir, 

Fvr the jntcrest you might take in 

the matter I have the honvur to forward you 

two copies (translated into Enslich) of a 

publication containing a Procle.oation issued on 

the 14th of January i13q, by I:1D l;.ajesty King 

Haakon regarding tt.e occupation by •• orno.y of a 

certain crea in the • ntarct1c end a Recocw,enda -

tion of the same date from the ~inistry of 

Foreign Affairs at vslo . 

I have the honour to be , 

Sir , 

t You:i: obed 1ent Servant , 

D S k t 119 ~ll ., fl_ LJ 1e e r r1s van •.••.•.••.• ;..... ~ 
oe;=,,,a·ng (Sgd ) T elppel 

Deurgastuur a n u ~ 1r m arm s e • • ~ • 
~ 1Rt1'..,,mn CvNSUL-GE1 .EI<.AL. 

Ref,./..j~.~~/ibahJm ... ·Btf ~1 
~r~-~ 

I 
E ::TARIB AN UFTELAN r: SAKE 
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G~1µ;~ 3 :/r 
NORUEGIJJ; CLAIJ.18 IN THE ANTARCTIC . 

? P' ~ 1-i' I ,.,, 

Pf' µ~ r-,/ ,..) 
~ ,,.;., / ,v from the l~orwegien Consul-General in Capetown, 

According to a communication received 

the King of Norway issued a Proclamation on the w,..,_,,;f,v1 ~, 
~· ~ ,,,,A 

P"" . L p[Y. 14th January, 1939, to the effect that part of 
~ tr~ ..,., 
f~ /. J) . ~the L!ainlend coast in the Antarctic extending 

'~,.,~~from the limits of the Falkland Islands Dependen-

5 . ~ ~,.....

7
. S , cies in the West (the boundary of Coats Land) 

v'_p - . 
~-µ;i~ to the limits of the Australian Antarctic Depen-

µ¢1/;'Pt,. dency in the F.est, with the land lying within 

this Coast and the environing sea, hod been 

brought under Norwegian Sovereignty. 

On the seme day e recommendation from 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, that Bouvet 

Island and Peter 1st Island be placed under Nor

wegiun Sovereignty , was approved by Order-in

Council. 

b.s regards the Proclamation of Norwe

gian Severe ignty over a Pl rt of the Mainland 

Coast in the Antarctic lying between the Falkland 

Island Dependeucies and the Australian Antarctic 

Dependency, the following events are of interest : 

In November, 1929, we were advised 

by the United Kingdom Government that the Norwe

gian explorer, Lars Christensen, was carrying out 

extensive preparations for an expedition to the 

South Pole with the object of taking possession, 

in the name of the King of Korway , of eny new 

land he may discover and which had not yet been 

occupied in due form by any other Government . 

At •••••• 



2. 

At that time there were only tvro Sectors in the 

Antarctic, to which the Norwegians could direct 

their attention, namely, 

(1) one extending from Ross Dependency to 

the Falkland Islands Dependencies; 

(2) the other extending from the Falkland 

Island Dependencies to Enderby Land. 

Neither of these Sec tors had at the t time been 

claimed by any other Governmeu t, and they were 

both still unexplored . 

The United Kingdom Government con

sidered it unlikely that the Norwegians r.ere con

templatir.g tbe acquisition of Sector I, namely 

the territory between Ross Dependency end the 

Falkland Island Dependencies , es this territory 

was from all accounts virtually inaccessible by 

sea. The Norwegians could therefore only con-

t em.plate the acquisition of Sector 2, nanely the 

territory extending from the Falkland Island De 
pendencies in the est to Enderby Land in the 

East. 
The United Kingdom GoYern.ment thought 

it advisable to decide in advance what attitude 

they should take up in the event of t~e Norl:l,ian ( 

Government communicating their intenli~~~n this 

Sector . The general opinion was that the United 

Kingdoo Government had no grounds on which objec

tion to such occupation could be based, but it was 

felt that on account of the geographical position 

of this ~ector, the Union Government might be 

interested in the contemplated operations of the 

Norwegien expedition, and the Union Government 

were ••• • •• 
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v1ere accordingly requested to indicate whether 

they concurred in the view of the United Kingdom 

Government that there woulci be no grounds for 

raising objections to a claim to that Sector if 

the Norl"fegian Government should proceed to explore 

it and annex it to the Norwegian Crown. 

In our telegram No . 170 of the 5th 

December , 1929, we advised the United Kingdom 

Government that the Union Government shar ed their 

view that there i:ere no grounds for raising ob 

jections to a cl aim in the Sector between the 

Falkland Island Dependencies and Enderby Land 

if the Norwegian Government should proceed to ex-
1 

plore e.nd annex it to the Norwegian Crown . 

T~ Norwegian Government were inforli:2d 

accordingly , end the Norwegian expedition set out 

for the Antarctic, exploring and chortingthe main

land extendi~g from the Falkland Island Dependen

cies in the West to the boundary of Cods Land i.e. 

part of Sector 2 mentioned abo ve. Our attitude 

towards the proclamation of Norwegian Sovereignty 

over this area is therefore quite clear - the 

Union Governoent would not at this stage be in a 

position to raise objections thereto. 

The proclamation of Noruegian Sovereign

ty over Bouvet Island already took place as far 

back as 1931 , after the British Government had 

waived their cl.aim to that Island in favour of 

Norway. 

In the same 'J'3 ar lforVlegion Sovereignty 

was proclaimed over Peter I Island which is on 

account of its geographical position outside the 

sphere of our ir.terest . 

C A P E T 0 VI N, 
9th Mey , 1939. 
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ifaA KOU , !:in"' of '"ori·ay, do hereby proclaim : 

That pnrt of the mLiinlond coast in the A•.ntarctic 

extendinG from the lil'li ts of the Falkland Ir,lands Depcncencies 

in tho 'est ( the boundary of CoJts 1Jnd) to the lirri ts of the 

,1u"tralian .~ntarctic Dependency in the :.:ont ( 45° E. long. ) Hi th 

the lend lying , i t!lin this coast ond tho cnvironinc seo , shall 

be broueht under Nor'"ecit,n sovereignty. 

Ci ven ut Oslo Paloce on the 11th clr1y of January 19J9 . 

Under Our Hand and the Seol of the Realn. 

HAAKON 

--------------------- (1 ~ ) . ..., . 
Johan Nygaordsvold B. Ilolsted 

Recorrinendation fron the I:inistry of Foreign Affairs 

of the 14th Jonuary 1939 , approved by Ortier in Council the 

same day : 

By Order in Council of the 23rd Januury 1928, 

Bouve t Islcnd in the .\ntarctic Ocean was brouB}lt under Norwcr,ian 

sovc.reignty , anu by Order in Catmcil of the 1st ray 1931 the .... amG 

thing \IDS done "i th Peter I. Island in the nnme ocean . 

Bouvet Island lies in 3° 24' :; . Lone .• and 54° 26' s. 
Lat . , i .e . in that part of ths Antarctic rer.ion often called ths 

:~tlantic Sector . PctEr I . Islsnd ic si tuot-.od S0° 35 1 :: • Lonr . 

and 68°50' ~ . L.it . , i . e . in the Pacific ~ector of the ;.ntnrctic 

region . 

Our object in bringing these i5londs in the .Jouthr~IJ 

Ocean under 1-foI" ·egian sovereignty was to Gi vc the Noruc~ian 

\·baling i ndustry in that region points of support and to guard 

it against po:,sible encroachment on the part of foreign powers . 

('"' ' ] 
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Sines th t tine there have been di cu .... sions between the 

Governr.i nt outhori tics onc1 the. I'oI'\·rerian int .rested porties os to 

'hcthcr it 1 ould not be rirht , nd m .. cful to brine a part of the 

.1.ntorctic moinl nd under lforl'eginn sovercirnty. 

Of this mainlond ui th adj ... ccnt sea and islands , Gre .. it 

Ih·i ta in brought under her dominion i 1908 tha .:irea that ha3 

been named the ~alklJnd I~land DcpenJencicc . The r~zion ~oss 

D€pcmdencies vTCs brought under New Zeoland in 1923; end the 

l· r·ccst of c:ll the 1\nttirctic ::rens , from 160° to 45° E. Lone. , 

\iDS brou{Jht uncler Au-. tralia in 1933. In this latter ore.a , 

ho1 ·evcr , Frnncc had previously taken possescion of u ~ 11011 urc .... 

· ·i th a few h.l nds , vi . , Ade lie kmd around 140° E. Long. 

Bouvet Ir.l .. 1nd lies in the ocean botq;:cn the British end the 

:~m,tralian sector .• The land filling this intrrvenine areo is 

\1hot has often been called the ,\tl antic 3cctor , and here no 

st~tc hos yet cL ined sovereignty. 

The mainlunc1 in this region lonr, rci:mincd \Ulk.no• ·n "1nd un

explored . :.·e kno1· that certain diccovt.ry c:xpcdi tionn lons "go 

pcn€t1etcd the kcos adjacent to this nainlsnd , e.~ ., a Russinn 

expedition in 1820 and two English c:xpsditions in 1831 and 1843. 

But none of these expeditions got so for in os to sight land and 

still less to put people ashore . 

It \'!OS not until 1~29 that e.:xplorinG c pcdi tions rcacheJ 

the moinlond in this port of the ,lntorctic , nnd these cxpedi tions 

Fcre Hor\lcgi· n. In the sw'.illler of 1929-30 the , holcr L':lrs Chri ('tcnscn 

went out an expedition under the conr.lond of Copt~in Riiscr-L r~en 

occooponicd by C ptain Lutzow-Holm, Hho did c:xplor tion \"'Ork 

=ind tool: cortophotographs fro~ the air alon (reat cri;;ar of t'le 

country, includin the region thJt \-r.lS subsc u ntly given th~ n~me 

of Kronprin3e:..sc J~:irthas Land . On :Lconr xpedition in 1930- 31 

fitted out by LJrs Chri tensen a further 1 rei:; orco H'lS discovered 
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9""cl cx::.Jlorr;d by 'irplenc; th.., t lond •OB n I!Cd r. im ... C'",C lLc..f Phi 1 ~r.; 

L.,nd . lo It ''iJS to thi loncl that C ptdn ,~ii cI -J .... r en , nil oth r 

cunc on c·:p di tion they n de · 1i th th~ u 'port of the ror: ·c[ ir.m 

Govcrnnent in l'J 32- 33, ~ n<l there, as ·c 11 , & ot othc1· noint3 , ·i t'nin 

the sector here in uestion , lfor11erion ,·hril re w re clo~ ... to the 

coast on o<Jny occa&ions durinc thocc y dr • :Jin lly, in the f:PJ ·er 

of 1936- 37 Lero Chri .tenscn dGsp.tchcd ~ti11 cnother Expcrition 

to the .1ntwrctic , "nd on th1..1t occasion Licuten nt '!i ~eroe pi]otr:.d 

D plunc over extcnsi vc t rcns , so that o c.reet clcul of nc,·· lond 11.:is 

di:covered and naripH· both \'ithout r111d 11ithin the Lcrrito1y "11ich 

the fon1cr cxpetli tions had vi si tcd , o tcr i to1 y then cxplo1cd 

bet• cen Dronninr. 1 uds L-md <.ncl Frinscsse TI r nhi l.~s Lond was nomed 

Prins HurJlds L nd . On all there cxp~di tions pr1ictically the \1holc 

of the. niinbnd 1ithin the AtlJntic J.ctoi bordcrin~ the . cc •·ms 

explored (jnd u :ped so , ·ell that "€ n-y s. y th t not mo.n:,· part::. o.i 

the .,.nt.Jrctic continent ure better kno· 'Il . 

It should be 1:1cmtioned thot Nor·ccian explorers , Ro· lc1 

.~.mundscm ond othrrs , h'"' vc c:xplorctl aloo other p~rts of tha .t1.nt retie , 

and in p I ticulor they h •• vc in rec<rnt ycr rn explored ond ID'-'I'~:d 

nuch of the l.:ind , hich \:a3 brought under Auntr. lie in 1933 . There 

shoul d , hO\;ever , not be any u.stion of Nor' ay l;:iyinf; cloim to 

any lond that hos previously been t~ken ~ossession of by rnother 

stJta . This accords ,·ith the promise c:iven · y the Norweci<'n 

Government to Grr.at Brita in in 1929 to the effect that it \roulcJ. r1ot 

rai::..c any clnim in r ~pect of lond '1i thin the rtrion \hi ch h"'d then 

been broucht under the dominion of the Britiah Em,irc . 

But nor oy consi crs that it o y tri th fu 11 right cl in 

doreinion over that land · ·hich until nO\" has luin uncloirr. C! ond, 

\ihich none but Nor ·cgiann have explored and t1 npcd . 

It is thi.J very <Jrcu 1hich in recent yc:irs hns be--.. of 

capital import~mce to Nol'\ erian ·ht ling. 'rhis fi ... hcry is nm1 p! ore

cute-:d on the hi eh c,cas , but os the sWllr.ler advances the c .. itches c.' re 
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made" oscr and closer to land . The mDinl. nd coaf::t in these pc.irts 

runs Dpproxim~tely ~long the ?0th degree of latitude nnd in the 

bcBinnina of the sur.i.~cr - in Dcccnber - the edge of ice ia usually 

olong tho 60th degree . It is not until February that the fectory 

boa ts drav n nr to shore . 

A ~uastion thot may have an important bearing on the 

freedom to be extended to ··haling expeditions is the detcrnination 

of the limit of tcrri torial waters . But on this 'ucstion th ·N 

still exists u good dea 1 of uncLrtainty. It has been r.10.intained 

thot the ica-linit in the Antarctic nust be reBorded as the limit 

of the continGnt , ond Great Brita in ond the t ·ro British dor.iinions 

thtit have tr.ken land here have; in the main drawn tho li1:1i t dlong 

the 60th degree of latitude. 1ihat this inpli~s in respect of the 

right to sov~reir,nty doss not Lppcar to be uitc clear ; one thing 

is , hoq~ver , certain , ncraely that Norueeian whalers opcratinc; 

v;i thin this limit \'JG re for a number of years re.quired to pny 

a Hee.nee. . 

For the very reason that such ~ucstions of territorial 

limits remain undacided , it is most dcsirol..le for the NorweGi.:-:n 

whnling industry in thosG seas th<:i t Nori ·ay should hold do.111inj on 

over o •·;ide trJct of the mainland \'Ii th adjacent 10aters .Norway for 

her port 1ill not claim any right to exclude other nations fron 

the waters over 11hich she might thus have. dominion, or prcv~nt 

them in any 1ay from carrying \'haling opcrutions there . But l!or- ·sgian 

whalers should be ensured against the possibility of other n~tionc 

excluding then from the.se water :; or comnitting any action thot night 

involve their industry in injury or loss . 

The Nol'\·1eeian Govc1·nmcnt has for a long time been olive 

to this re1uire~cnt , and ever since the uestion arose it hos bGen 

giving its .. ttention to the prcparntion of an orrongcnent that t"ould 
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mcct oturol Norwceian derwnds . The Government finas th~t the 

tine hos no1 
• come to take the final decision . 

As mentioned above , Norway ' s right to brine the said 

Wlclained land under her dominion is founded on the geographical 

exploration ''Iork done by Norwegians in this region , in which work 

they hnvo bacn alone . 

The practical considcrn tions •"1d ch should le:ad to 

Nori;ay' s muking use of the right it must thus 1>e said to h&ve \"On , 

arise from the Norwegian whaling operations in the 3outhcrn Ocean , 

and mor~ particularly in the seas adjacent to the territory here 

in question . 

The l!inistry of Foreign Affairs therefore submits 

the f 01101 .. inB 

That Your l~ojcsty be pleoscd to assE:nt and sub

scribe to o prcncntcd draft of on Order in Council to the effect 

that such part of the: coast of the iUltorctic Continent as extends 

from the lirni ts of the Falkland Islands Dc:pc:.ndencics in the '/est 

(the bound~1ry of Con ts Lend) to the limits of the Australiun 

;,.ntorctic Dependency in the East (45° E. Lon,., . ) with the territory 

lying within this coast and the adjac~nt seas, b0 brought under 

Norwe.gion sovereignty, 

and that the r:inistry of Justice be enpowcrcd to 

draw up Tegulations for the. exercise of police authority within 

this region . 
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.:iii r; .llo1111-·e!1to JJ.<'olbrm. 

Dear ~[. CoJhan. Fon•inu fJfjic1•. ,\'nrem/J1•1 11, HJ:J8. 
YOU <'.ailed nt tl1e Forcig11Offil'e011 1111~ ~ath.!\ l n) in ordel' to emp1il'(' wlwth~r 

llis :\fojcst\ ·,.. 1:0\'N'11111c11t i11 tl1t• l'11itl•d l\i11udo111 \\'t'l'1' aware of :Ill\' n·<·t•nt 
clt'H'1op111r11i.s i11 thf' .\ 111an'l 1L· ~11d1 as might alt<•r· t ht• ll'rritorial posit it;11 ns i>t>l 
11ut 111 Srr Hoht•l'l \'ani-tllar·t 's ll'tll•r lo \011 of tlH' 5th 0l'!olwr. 1!>:~4. or· of any 
fn·~J, c latm to. or· 11c 1Pt1p11ti1111s of. ll'r'l'it;11·.' i11 thC' .\utan•tir You slatl'rl that 
\011 liar! :-1~·11 pr·pss r·cpMls of Fl'cnch ad io11 i11 \dt(li<' Land and of ~o\'i1•t 111111 

!Tnitcd ~late" nrtion in othl'r' parts of th1• .\11tm·l'li1;, and ,·mr cxpn• St.'d the 
desire to n·cPi\c an 11s:s11ranee that I I is \lajnstv's C:o\1'r·n11w11t i::t ill mniutain the 
fl It it udc Hild \ it•\\'S whieh hnd pre\'iou.sl: hcl'J1 co111m1111ic:ttcd to VOU. 

You "ill recnll 1 lt.tt :--ir Hofl{'rt \'an ... itt.ar·t 's letter of tlw 5th October, l!J:H, 
was folkJ\\ed b.' .111 oflici.tl note of t hC' :!:inf 0( tobcr, I H:H. in parngrnph t nf 
winch ~it· .101111 ~imon isllH<·d that ht• de~1rcd to rrpe;1t the nss111•n11n• nl1·t>ndy 
giH•11 inform:ilh· t.o th<' Xornegin11 C:ml'rlllllPllt thnt then· was 11n i11ti'l1I ion of 
clni111i11g Br·it1sh r.o,m·<•ignt~· mt•r tht> n;g11111 h·iug hcl\\l'l'll tlw western hm111darr 
nf till' .\u:;tmlinu .\11tarct i(' TPnitor\' as clt'firH•rl irr the 01'der in C'nuncil of till' 
7th F<'hnw1·,·, l!l:~:l, 1111d tlw l'H:;tc•rri'hrn111clarr of ('oats Land, as llll'lllin111•d iu 
thl• s11m111;u·:· "f p1·01'<•1•di11gs of the lmpcnal (';mf1·n·11rn nf 19:Ui. J han• l>l<'asun• 
in iuforrniug rnu thnt 11 is ;\lnjt•sty's UoH·rn111c•11t.; in th1• T'nitcd King< om. tire 
C'ornrnouwe:ilth of Aui:trnlin and Ne\\ Zc:iln11cl now desire tn realhl'm thnt 
ns:s111·1rn<'c 

'J'lw Com111011\\'1•;1lth UO\c1111ne11t. howc,·cr. foci it nece~gar.' to C\.:f1rt'S:; their 
conC'f'l'll al tht• failmt• of et>rlitin Xornegi:rn cxplorcri; on occn..:ions iu the pnst to 
respect Bl'iti,;h SO\creigut~ O\t•r Lite .\11Mrnli:111 .\ntnrctic Tert'itory. and I would 
rrll'l1tio11 tire follow111g cast$ of flight" a111i law lings for "hi<•h 110 m1thorisalio11 
was i.ought : 

( I ) /)f'r, 111/if!r :.?62. I !1:29. • \ lli~ht wn 111nclt:' from Nnrr1'!'io O\t'r l~JHfp1·hy 
Land Hi0 52° (•ast. .\ landing was 11rnd<· n11d n flag hoistC'd. T his 
a1•t. II is l't'(1<ig11i~wr1. was 1·c1n1dinl<'d lw 1 lw Xor·wegia11 {im·pr1111u•nt. 
(~l'<' 1nc111or1111<h11n c•omm1111icntccl to !Ir<' ~nn\cgian U0Ycr111111'11t hy 
Ii i" \l11j1•st~ 's 1.e~atinn :it Oslo on tlw 211th .Jamrnr:. l !l:Jo 1111d 
< Oii llt'PI ed t orrci;poudcnee). 

(i) ,/mmary 1!1:~4-Flights were madC' from th1• I hor,harn in the vieinit~ 
of O.i0 ~tl0 cast 

(:~) .!anltal'lf 1!)35 .\ lnndin~ wn, made from thP 7'!1or,/wr11 nt o0 cnst. A 
fin~ \,as hoi~tcd nnd :{depot C!<ilnhlislll'd 

(4) .Tm11wr.11 l{J:~i. M Lnrs ( 'hristenst•n mrule fli15h1~ 0\ er land nt li 0 11111i 

.=m0 en:-;I, 1111cl n flag \\as dropp1•<l .\ ln11d111g wns n111rle :it 711° cast 
a111I at lili0 1•nst :11111 a fin~ hoisted nml a dC'pot eslahlisltc1l 

Tl1cse eas1•.s :tl'1' l'l':ttlil~ :nailahll• from i\'orw1·gia11 ,;ourl·es a111I haw hcc11 
puhlislred on.'l' a 1111ml>Pr of \'l':ll'S. In tl11s 1011111•xin11, it \\Ill be rccall1•d that in 
,.it•\\' of a co11t1·rnplntt•cl 1•xpeditio11 to the ,\utnr<'tic by the ,\or1'P!Jia nnd of the 
authority ~i,·crr lo hrr <11ptnin to take pO'liCSSll>n of la11rl hitherto occ11picd. Sir 
Fr·arH·is Ll11dle~, l l is :\lnjcty's l\Iinister al O.lo, in a note dated the t:3th 
Fchrnarv, 1!):!". rcmimlcd the .Norwegian Govcrnnrent of the cli:-cu~"ion~ in r('gnrd 
to those· regiou-.. which took place in 1926 al the Imperial l 'onforcnC'e in Londo11, 
m11l referred lo the account of the di:-cu sions <.'011tnincd on pp :tJ aud :~4 of the 
puhli:-hl•d ~ummary of Proc<'eding,.. ::--ir Francis Lindley added that the mothe 
of hi ... co11u111111icatio11 wns m<'rcly the desire to nmicl the ri:;k of eomplicatio11s 
arisi11~ ns 11 re:-.11lt of nn.\ nets '' hich might he p('rfm·1111•rl hy the. 1.·xpctlition in 
ig1111ranl'e of tire exi tcn~·e of a British I tile to ll1c area:;· referrt•d to i11 the 
f111pcrial Confl'rt'lll'l' n·port. It will ali::o lw rernllPd tlrat i11 a memora11du111 
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dntrcl the 14th NoH•mbc1, IU:?"', which wa8 co111mu11kat.t.>cl l1) ~I Vogt to this 
dt•pai·tme11t, 11 \\HS tntcd that thr Xon,cginn t,o,eruuwnt hnd uot sutlicient 
kuo\\ lrdgc uf the hnsis upon ''hi ch arc f oundcd the British dni ms 1<1 each one of 
the ll'1 ri1oriei;; which the> hnpt•rinl 1~onfcrcncc of 1!12fi asserted to be British, hut 
thnt the~ :\'om cgian. Um cr111nc11t w~rl'_ prepared lt! cs:p1·ess thci r will 111gncs'< to 
rc·fraw 1 ro111 oecupy111g a11y laud wtthm thcst> Lerl'1torics. 

\\'hilt• appreciating that in \'iew of this nss11rnnc1• 1111 Non,rgum claim could 
he or has hccn 1111HI<' 011 the ha'<is of these c,·cnt.s. IT is ~lajm t.y's t;O\"cr111nent in 
the ('orn11JOJl\\C<1lth of .\ui;tralia, in associating tlwmsrh«'s witl1 tlit• renewed 
as:s111·n11n• to tlu• .N'onH•gia11 Umcrnment as ahm·e nwnt i1111ed, 11<nv d(•sin• in 'ic>w 
of tlwsc nipualt'd l'\1•11b to n•cciH'. in n•turn, I nun tlw Norwegian Uorer11111cnt 
:i sp1•1•ih1 nss111·nntl' of tlwir l'l'l'O"nition of the <'01111111111w1•alth hou11d;1rius in the 
A11tardit• :is dl·li11cd i11 the Onie~ in l'omwil of tlw ith Fchmary, 1!1:3:J . 

• \s l'l'.~{Hl'd!< Fr11l11·h ;ll'tiu11 in .\delil• Land. tlw Nol'\\'l'g'inn c;oH'l"llllll'lll \\ill 
b1• ;rnnn• of lhl' d1•11 1·eu dated tlw 1st A pl ii. I !1:1~, whil'l1 appl·nr1•d in tliu Frt·t1l'h 
Jrwnui/ ofj1l'frl 111' tlw fith .\pril, l!l:l8 .\s tl11s rl1•cn·c rrll'rcly d1•fi11L'd the t•xtcnt 
of .\c),t)i<' Laud, uud as thl' l•1·P11d1 l'lailll to this lt'ITitory is 1·1·cog11i~ed hy II1>: 
'i\lnjcst.y's <:mcrn111cnt in I lw l 'nited Ki11gdom awl dr•t'~ not nppl•ar to han• hee11 
disp11t1•d by <Ill) other (;O\el"lllllCUl. Jfo; .\lajcsty"s l:cncrnlllCllt S!'C IJO <':llll;<' fol' 
1·om·r.1·11 in thii:. matter 

The iufor11111t ion of Tfj,. ~lajt·st~ 's Cm'crurncnt '' ith regard to recent lJ11ited 
:O::tntcs act ion is limited to a letlrr from ~Ir. Liucoln Ell!morth whirh appearf'd 111 
the \', u- }' ork /'imt·~ of the Hth .\Ia,. 19!3~ In this letter :\(r. Ellsworth 
un11ouncc1I his intention of uutlc1 taki"ng a1111Lltn A11tarl'li1· e:.\:p<1 dition in the 
rcgi1Jn 1Jf the " J:ndcrhy <prndrant ... and he . pcei firally rliscln iuwd any intent ion 
of ns:scrt iug a11v l"ights l)Ver terntm·,· in tJ1i.s rcgioll nlrcn1ly eloim1•d hy .\nstralin 

In the cnrf,. pnrl of thi:< year tbe attention of llis ~lnje.sty's Government iu 
thl' l'nitcd Ki1igtiom \UIS dr:iw11 to n prc:;s report from ~losoow relating to a 
propo eel :-:-o, ict l'Xpedition to the Autarctil·. As it appeared from the n~porL 
thut it \\:ts the intention of the expedition to estahli;;h its mai11 hasc witliiu 
the bo1111d:11·i<'s of till' Falkl1111cl lgJands ~·ct,01· of the ~\ntnr1•tiC', a11 crHp1iry was 
111ade at 1\lo.4'C'O\\ as to the I rutb of this report, :111d till' Sm ict a111 liorit it's stntNI 
that it should 11ot hP take11 as b1.'iug i11 anv \\'ll\" l!ll ollir.ial 1u11111n111cmc11t, 1111d. 
furth1·1-, that if tht> Sorict t;orcrnmem decided.to organist' n11y such 1.•xpedition 
:111<1 if it \V<'I'(' prnpo:-;cd that the expedition should cstahlish its hnl"C' within the 
dc•p1•11rh-111'i1•~ 1 >f a British ( 'olm1\·, they wo11ld nnt fail to apprond1 llis i\Jajesly"s 
(;QH'l'llllll'llt i11 tit(' fir!'!! plan• Wlth a YicW to olJtaining till' llCl'l'SSlll'\" J>l'l"lllissioll 

I a111 sot'l'\" for tilt' dcl:iv in n~plying lo vour cn11uiry, whil'lt, )10wcve1', you 
will r<•Hlisc l1n~ bt•<'ll due to tl~e nc1:essity <>f co1i'sulting the Dominion Uovcrnmcnts 
('()Ill'\ l'lll'rl . r t !'list that the information now ~ivcn \\ill prow satisfactory to 
tlw '\orw1•gia11 <im«•rm11C'l1t, i111d that they will he in a position to gin• the 
:tssur:llll'C dcs1n•d by the Commonwealth (;O\cl'llrncnt. 

Yours sint't'rt•ly 
GEORC:f1-: ':\fOUX:-;KY. 
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(No. 41:.q 
11 IS ~la.1cst~ ":s rcpn•scutative at Pnl'i:s fHCH'llls his 1·0111pli111t>11ls to the 

:->ct l'l'ta1·y of ::;talc fo1· Foreign .\flairs, a11d, with refrre111·1• lo l'ai·i:-; clc:spatd1 
'°'lo 281 of tht• 7th \[an•h. 19:JH. ha:s the honour to tran:miit to him 1111 c'tl"ill'I from 
the .founwl o!fir•i1'1 of the l>th .\pl'il. 19:~8. gi\ing thc'lcxl of a dt~t ' l'l'l' n•spc1•ti11g 
Adel ic I .n ncl. 

Paris, A 1iril B. 19:18. 

Enclosure. 

g It /'(l{'f I rom 1111• .Journal ofliciel of ,1,1ril Ii, rn:lb. 

f,i111it1 ,<: d1·s 'l'rrritoire.' frall(;ais ""la Re!tio11 antarttiq111' t!it" " 'l'errP A r!Plii>. ''(') 

LE PrC. .. idcut clc In Repuhlique fran\'ai:se, 
Yu le ~cnatus tlC.msnltc du :3 mai 1854 : 
Vu le de1 rct du 21 mwembre 1924 mttn<'hant ll's iles ::;e1int-Paul et .\mster

dam, lt•S :m hipcls KcrgnPlen el C:r<>Zet. In ll'l'l'C . \ell-Ii<· an c;ouwrncment general 
de ~[:11lngascnr: 

~ur IP rnpport du )finistrc de-: .\ffai1·es 1~t1·angcre,.; <'t 1!11 .\linistrc des 
C'olon ies. 

D<~l'l'et<' : 

J\rtiL·lc l ". Les ilcs ct tcl'ritoircs situl-s au sud du soixnnt icnw parnllNc clc 
latitudt• sud 1•t 1•1111·<' lt•s 1·P1ll lrPnte-si,icmc et l·ent <JUarn111e deuxi(•nw mfridiens 
de longitut!P est dt~ (;1·l•e11" il'l1 rl'lhent de la snuYc1·ninct!- fran<:aisc. 

A it. :l. Lt• .\ri11ist1·p des .\ffni1·es l~trang~rcs ct 11• ;\(inistn· des l'olonies :;out 
charges, d1:11'u 11 1•n ct• qui le 1•011n~l'lle. de I' exC.t1 11 t ion du prr.scut. dfrn•t, qui sera 
public au .foun111l ufflciel de la Ht>publique fn1111;·aisc, au .lour11al ojfiriel de la 
t•olonie de Madag:1se1ll' et insert> au /Julletiu nffir.iel 1lu ;\[inisterc dt>s Colonic:> . 

.Fait il Paris, le l "' nvril 19:35. 

Par le President de la Hcpuhlique: 
Le ;\lini:stre tic;; .\ffairc~ etmngeres, 

PA m.-BoNcou n. 

Le :\[iui,;tf'l! <le." Colonies, 
~L\Rrus MouTET. 

ALBEHT LlmHUN. 

(') l'orrcctcil in m·cordtmcc \\ ith reL•llfi<'atious publishrcl in thL• Journal oflic1tl of tho) 
Hth April, J<13fl 

(tHll h-1 ] 
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111:' :\fnjc~t.' 's l'l'J>1t•sr11tatiH~ at P:tl'i!< jll'<'.1•111~ liis 1 <m1pli111c11ls to the' 
:-.t>L'l'l'la1·,,· or ~1nt1• for Flll'ei~11 AIT:1irl'. and, \\ ith 11'l1•1 P111 t> to For·cign Olli1•(• 
d~spnl<'h N'o. Iii!! of tlw llltlt :=:;Pplt'lllbl'I', rn:n. Jia,.; tho liorio111· to trn11s111it to 
h1111 :i 1•opy of :i lll<'llln1w11l11m from tlw ~I inist n for Fo1 C'i•ri1 J\flai1·s, dnll•d th1• 
.itli ~l:m • lt . J!l:~s . l'PsJll'c ti11g Arll>lie T.nnd . · C" 

f>ari.• , ,l/m<"'i i. l!l:J . 

. ~lrmorand1w1 rt ·'/l' cling .t tf,lfj, /,mid. 

I'. \ H t111e 11ot1· du 14 fcHicr rn;);) I' .\mhas:,ndl• ill• t; 1·n11ile lfrctngnc a hic11 
\OUiu COllllJlUlliquer nu ~J111i-.tl•rt• dcl' .\{faire-. etrnrrgl>n•s Jc kXlt' d'1111 Ol'<IPI' in 
courrcil 1·clntif ii la d1~limitntio11 de:- territoires antm«•tiqucs de so11wrr1i11Ne 
britnnnique n11t1cs quc In Terre .\dclic. 

l>aus unc l'l'{'('Jlte uotc clu 1:Joct-0LH' J9;Ji. l'.\mhnssnd(' cl1• c:1n11d~ B1ct11g11P 
a rcsm111~ le din~rs points tic ,·uc cxnminc:- dans lt•s 1or1,-,pollll:111res 6dwug&•s 
CHI h' elJc <!l le ~1 i1tiSlC1'(• <Jes .\ffnil'l'" ell'flll~l'C" all lXllll s <lC's d(0 f lli(•n•s llllllPeS. 

ff11n <'"llllll'll ,JllCll(if rfp CX'tlC llt1h'. ii rei<u)I(• 'llll' la Sl'lllC cJi\\'l'gCll<'C (}{' \Ul''
t'llll'I' les deux (;011\<'l'l1Pmt•11h; r·e:;idc d:w,.. In forntio11 1lc la I imitc nrii·ntalt• tll's 
po St"ssiorn• f111119nisc:; da11,.. I' .\nlartti'}llt'. Ln T011·c \1)(. lic .~1a11t ('11111 ig11c a la 
l'ern• King Oe01·gi' \T l'l Ii•" rnrks rl1• 1'.\111i1autl>. (•fl pa1tiutli1'1' n•ll1• '!Iii pork 

It- No. !lli2, nssignnnt 11111m11• l1111itt• oreidl'lllale it 111 T<>•'I'•' Ki11g U1•<•l'~1· V le 
t-l:J• 111t(iidi1•11, ll• <1n111crne111t•11t fra11\nis sPr:11t forul6 i1 .~t<.'ndrP ;, l't•,,t. 
j11sqtt'a11dit 1111:l'idil'1t, s:i f'llll\1·1·ai11eLC Sill' lt'S lt>l'll'S :11tlHl't'll<jlli'S. 

To11ll'i'ois. IP c;n11rc·1·11l'111P11t fra11c::1is w· Jll'ttl "l' rPf11s1•1· d(· pH·ndn• 1•11 1·011 
t:idcl':'ltio11 h· faiL qu'1111 1111>11111111·nt c·o1111111~1111J1·.11if .1 1•te .~h·n• s111· IP t':ip 
f)p1111i:;o11 . c't•st It dire u mi-<'hcrnin cutn• lt'l.'i 1-1:!' ct 1 l;i m1~riili1•11s, a la 111cmoi1·e 
dt•s 1"q1l1w:1t('lll's m1-..t1·aliP11~ de l'.\rrtarl'tiquc l'l dp l'l'('(lllJJ:lita• 111 l1•gili111it1~ d11 
.souhnit fon1111I~ pnr l'.A111ha;-;sadc de c:randc Hrctagrrc. dans sa 11111(• pr1~('if('('. cl1• 
\Oil' (I" llllllllllll(.'lll d1•111cUl'l'I' dnni< In ZOlll' de sOll\l'l'HillC'lt• briLnnniquc. 

l.1• :\[i11i..;t(•rl' de-,; ,\ffaircs ~t1·a11g(>1·1• .. n, 1'11 C'OllsCquC'ncc, l'lto1111e11r ch• porte1· 
:'1 la 1 on11aii-sa111 <' <f,• I' .\mhn .. ,.;ndl• de (;rtrndP B 1etn~p1f' quc.• ll· Uomc1111•111e11t 
fra11c:nis se propo"e d'ns,.s1g111•r JIOUI' limit(',.; n la J'Hrt• :\defic le, !!JG l'l 
14:.?" 11161 iilicn:- est <IL• C :n'CllWIC'h. 

Pnr nilll'urs, l'.\mhns aciP de I irnnde B1eta~11e a C'X:Jll 1111(. le <lt< .. 11 quc le 
1lroit de lihn· Slll'\OI ::JOit nlCOl'<I~ nm: II\ ions hr 1t.11111iqm·s rlll ,f,-.ssus de la Tc11e 
.Ade lie. 

Le ~linislcrc dl•:; .\ffairc-.. C:tm11ge1'Cs .1 l'hon11e111 ill· fn110 :noir ,\ 
l'~\111(,n .. sadl' d(' 1:1·:wdc Bretngnc qu'il !IC Hlit n11n111 i111011H~llll'lll n coni-•11tir 
•'<'ll<' :l\llOl'is:tli•'H, elrtlll l'lltl•ndu qm•, l'~'C'iJ>l'O<fll('lllPlll, )t'S ll\ iflllS fraru;ais 
po111To11t Jibrcmcnt su1 \OIP1 lcs te1T1toirc.. n11ta1·1 tiqurs dt• :-;omcrninrtP 
bnt:11111iq11e. 

l'ln i•. 11• :i 111ar, Hl:3". 

:!li5 ~-J l 

039 
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POI.AR l'l:HHITOHl.\L f'Li\nt::;, 'cptcmhc1· 16. 1937. 

CONFJl)gN'fIAL. 
SECTION t . 

[ Vi 17129/ 1365/50] Copy No. 0 :3 !J 
l/r. <'llfa11hnlai11 to ,11 '" Unftd 1'/10111fJs (f'ari:o). 

(No 177D.) 

:-i11·, f'oreirr11 Offir.1•, S1 r1t1111brr 16, 1937 
~VI T II n•fl•n•111·c to .\Ir. Lclt•n ';; dL'-"P:tld1 No 174~ of the ~ Ut h Odohc1· last 

relaL1w lo tho bm111dal'\ of Adl>lic Laud. I cransmit 111 \1111 lu'rcw1lh tla: draft of a 
note which \'Oil sho11ld

0

11ddn•ss •o .hn Fn•mh Um1•r111{1c11t al tiH' i11stam·l• of His 
;\faj1·~l).'S (;m1•1·11llll'llls iu the l·111ted Ki11gdo111 and in tla• ('0111111011w1•alth of 
A11st rnlta. 

:l. I linw to explain that. althon~h it would lw possiblt• to do 1'11011 the• grnund 
that pos.~sl'!i•m nf the \\hol1• of the :-'nuth l'olar 1'lat1•n11 was tak1•u i11 l!IO!J iu the 
11a11w of Hi::: ;\lnj<'St~ 11~ ~ii' El'llcst :-'h;u·klcto11. it is 11r>t propcN'«l to 1•hal11•ngc 
tht> Fn•m·h <:o\'Cl'lllncnt s claim to a :;cdor exlcnding sciuthwnrds Lo tht• Pole on 
gm1111ds of poli<·~·. hcr•nu--C' Lhl'IC' Mc olhl.!r im•n:; i11 thl' .\nlarctic wht'rc His 
l\fnju ty\; Cow1·11mC'11ts 111id1t wi~h to 1d.: 011 the sector p1·i11('jplt•, and it is rnn
sidcrr•rl to h<' i11 the gc•ne1·nl intc1·c::-t to allow the se< 1(11 prmci pie lu l1cl'ome 
cstnhhsht•d as :1 mlc of lnw npplyin!:!' to Arctic and 1\utmctil' tcrrilOI')'. It is, 
however, clcsin•il tltat an arrangement shoulcl. if po;;sihlc. he rnadt• \\hcrehy a free 
right of pnssnge hy a11· netos... the F1 e11d1 sc.--<.·to1· bet w1.-c11 tht• • \ u~Lra I ian 
tt•1Titoric:; (l(I 1•ithe1 sidt• should he recognised In the F1e11d1 c:v\ermncut. ~lll'h a 
1·ighL. indt..>t•d. t''\ i~ts t111del' a1 t icle 2 of r'lre • \ir l\:n rgat ion C'om·cut ion of 1919. but 
ii rs desired thnt it should he n.•aJlirmed -.pecifi<•alh· m this rn1111 .. :-.:io11 in <':tse that 
t.·om·cnt ion sl1ould lie d1•11•11111rcll. It i::: :-:\1ggc!>lt•d that tl11• eo11ccssion whil'h the 
.\11strali1111 Cm·c1·11111c11t nrc pt·t>paicd to make in the mattt'I' oft lie F1·e11t' h dnim to 
a wctol' might he usrd n:- n lc\Cr to ~t'l'llrt' the dt>i'tr11d rc1·11gnitio11 by lhe Fl'ench 
c;oVCl'llllll'll t of the rigl1t of pa,..,.;;igc 

H. Tiu• .\mt n1li:111 c:o,·el'llntl'llt. while 1ksiro11s of fixing t)I(' Wt'SIND 
boundary of .\di'lit• Laud at 1:~6~ dc~n'cs ea,.;I, would ht• willit1g. if lll'l'Pssal'y, to 
agree to tht• Fr1•111'11 ( im· .. rnment's :-:ugw·st ion of l:il) dl·gn•1•s, I 11 fi11·t. thL• grounds 
on whil'h tlw Fn•111 ht laim to 1:3Ci dcgr·t'Cs as the Wl'St<·rn hnunclarv is foundrtl arc 
no( stro11g, lm1 tlw \11 .1rnlia11 c;ort•1·l1111e11t :ll'e nl r1·p<:c11l 1111willing to cl<•part from 
l:HH dt•gn•c:-- t'Wl'J>I • ... a l'on1·t•so::ion in th<' last l'c;;o1t to SN·111·t· th<· right of passage 
I)\· :ii r . 
• 4. I l'h11ll m'l·ordi11~h he g)nd if \Oll will nt thl' tinw of th1• dclin•n· of the 

Cllch;cd HOit• C~pJ:till the l:l'CJllil't'IOClll of the .t\11st1':1li11r1 no\l'l'IllllCflt in f'~•gnrd to 
the ri~hl of passa~t· orally to tl1c Fn'll< l1 Dort•rmnt'nt and cndC'mour In sceurc tht> 
n'<.'oguit ion of this right. For this purpose yon will no doubt avail yourself at 
the t imc :nul i11 lht• 11111m1cr whi<'h '011 cousi1lt:r most snitnhll• of the concessions 
whit'h thl' . \ustrnlinll <:overnment are willing to make. ns described in till' 
JH'PC'l•ding pamgrnph,.;. 

I nm,&<'. 
NI:Vll .. LI~ C'HAMBERLAIN'. 

Enclosure. 

/Jra/t .\ ofl> to Frt 11r./i (r'ort rumcnt. 

JI IS :\fnj1•st\"" 01l\er111nents in the Puitcd K111gdom :incl in the Common 
wealth of A11st1·idia htl\C giHm lllOst earcful l'llllsidt•1·n1 io11 W yo111· noll' of till' 
5th Ot'lolll.:1· la:-t 011 the s11l1jc<'l of the bo1111da1·ies of ~\d~lic• Land , and I ha\!' the 
hm1011r tv iuforin y<>11 tliat. ''!tile apprceiating th1· frit•ndly spirit i11 '"hit•h the 
Frl'lll'h (;O\l'l'lllllt'llt h.1s m·t.ed in this lllaller. it is relt I hat, in \ il'W of till· 
trP1ue111!011s a11101111t of wrn·k nud c:-.:pcndilure that hns alrl'tulv b(•t'n 1111<lt>1·1akc11 
Ii~· llis ~f:tjl·~ty's < iow1·nml'll!..'i in 1·01111exio11 with tht• t'Xplr11·atfo11 of the whole of 

[11.j q-1 I 



the constlme and po11ious of Lhc interior of the Austr.ilinn Antarcti1· Te. ''Y· 
:111d nl~ of Adehe Lnud, and of the fact tlint the only F1c11d1 effort wl!1ch !1~s 
hcc11 dacctcd townrds this nrca of tlit• Antmc•lie ha8 been the c:-;trcmcl) brief \!Sit 

of C'ouunodorc d' IJ rvillc in 1840. tJ1c suggestion of tJ1c F1 cnch Gu' cr11mt•111. that 
tho .en.stern bou11.nr11) of Arfelic Laud should ho fixed to the t•nst of the H:lnd 
mc11drn11 of 1011g1tudP east of Crncnwieh cnm10t he ncl:cptcd. 

~V.hilc His Majesty's Go\cmmc11ts would ht• happv to giw tl!c. wi1lcst 
defi111tro11 lo the arcn OH•r· which the Freneh GoH•rnmc11L linH' rrghts. rt 1s cluar 
thnt the only rights tho French Co,crnmcut might. 111n111tai11 iu i111c1·11ational law 
in this nn•a nrf' tho~c ha};ed on nl"t11al di-.1 own•. and llis :\lajl·st.~ ·s ( :own.1111e11ts 
feel that tht' \\ idPst limits that the Frl'tll'h l:ovcrn11w11t 1·n11 po sil1ly c•la1111 are 
fl'orn l:lli

0 

l1111git11dl•t11 H:l
0 )11n~itwlerast of t:n•<.•11wi"11. It i·uxtn•111cl~ douhlful 

\\ hctltrr· tlw cna .. tlirw s!'ert lw ( 'ommoclm·E• rl' llr-villl' would l':\lcud evrn to tlrQio;e 
limits. In arri,·ing at this 1•rml'lwii11n Iris :\lajl•sly's c:mt·r11111t•flls arc imprc:-;:;cd 
hy th~ r·Pmnrknhh ;11·c·urate and painstaking mnnnf'r iu which nil th<' d1nrts nnd 
l't'Cnrd~ of d 'TT rvil I<' were prepared. anrl hy tlw fact t hn t 110 rncnl iou is mnde of. 
1101· l'laim lnid to havin~ st>en. any land to tire e:u;t of J4:l 0

, nor C\'l'H to land as 
far cast as 111° of long1t11de east of <lrce11wieh. 

111 l!ll:i, when Si1· Frauci~ Bertit• 's 11otr \\Us h:1111ll•d to ,\1. f>ichon , His 
\lajl';,,l) 's ( :ovp1·11111L'lll were, in the absence of any corrnbor:it ing c\·ide111·<• as to the 
extent of constlinr see11 ll\· C'ommodorp d"l;nilll'. unahlt· to a"sess H< 0<·11rntelr tlw 
range of co:istlirtt> tlint hi1cl hl'c11 seen ll\' cl"Urvillc. Pt•nding thl' n·turn of Dr. 
~1nw~n11, who wns in lht• Alllarl'tiC' nt thi~ timt>, 19J:l, the 1111ly infonnntion that 
wns nppnrc11tl~· nn1ilahle at lhat time \\as an m·co1mt '' hil'11 npJwarpiJ in :1 ~yc.lney 
newspnpcr in I 40. nud whi1•h. wheu ..:pc?akin~ of cl 'Urvilll··:- di..:l.:(1\·ery of Atlelie 
1.nnd, stntcd that " its t>XtPnt. as seen. was nlHmt 1.311 mile", /Jrt11•f!1•n fi6 ° and H7 ' 
latitude, mil° and 1-t-;

0 

longitu<le. .. As it wa.:; impo ... :::ihll· to 1lt•t<•rn1ine from the 
Pvidl·nc·" a\'nilnblt> t>xaetlv \\here, within tlics..• limit.s, ~\dclie Land was to be 
dntwu. n11d ns the quest Ion at issue when thi,., 11011• \Wt" w1·ittc11 wa ... llol \\hat 
wc1·u tlH• limit.:; of .\delic Land. hut wlretlwr tlw lx111111l:11·ic,.. of K i11g <ieoq~e Y 
Lnnd. a~ defined bv :'ir Frnnri:-; Bertie. were outsidc tlm~c> limits, hi-; note cannot 
f>l-. n·~ar·dc•d a~ trn)· dC'lt•1·minatio11 of the honndary is,.,m• 

:--i111 l' that note was wl'itt<.'n two factor~ hnw rome lo light whiC'11 make it 
u•1tain thnt d'Urvillc could not h<t\'ll ~ightcd land any further lo the east than 
the 14:.?nd dt•gn·1· of longitude east of c;l'L'\'11wid1. 1 11 Liit' first plal·c. both ~11· 
Douglas .\lawson a11d Captain Davi!'; an• agr·t•ed as to the ac(·ura<'.\' of d"Ur\lllc·s 
work. a11d, scr-1111dlv, recent rest.';lrl'h has shown that thl• :tC'l'OUnt whidr was 
p11blisl1Pd i11 th~ :-;y~lnc.r newspaper was has('d upon an t•arlil•t· Hl'l'otlllt. apparently 
writ ten 1111 board tilt' 11 st rnlabP. which wns pnhlishl'CI i11 I ht• Frend1 la11guage in 
;i lfoharl t1t•\\"~f>aJ>l'T'. :ind in whic•h the followi11g~t:1lt'lllP11t app1·nr:;: 

·' Lt- C'ommotlore d ·uni Ile a 110111111{> In tcl'l'l' 11011vel lemeut. 
dl>co11vcl'lt• · Tt'l'l'l' .Ad1\fic• · La part it' l'l't'o1111ue d \•m ir1111 !:ill mi Iles 
d'1~tc11duc est 1·ompl'isc l'lltr·e ll· 0{) 9 ct fl7 ° 1h•gre di' latiL11dt• sud d'1111c par"t : 
1·11tn· rn<i 0 

1111 1.J.2 cl1•gre de longitude E dt> f"antn• . . . • 

. As further rc:;carch disclosed that. there was otlwr conlmnporar) e\·idenl'e 
to :;uppol't this slatcllll'Ht, His Maje,.,ty"s Om·er11111ents, thc1·dore. felt that they 
\\Cl'e jnstifiC'd in rc:;trit"tiug the possihle lent?th of eoastlinc sighted by d'Un ille 
to th:it sho\\ 11 011 i1is d1nrts, namely. the co:l.stline lying betwC'Cn tht• l:Jlj!th ond 
and 14:lnd meridians of lo11gitude cast of t:reenwich . -

Bcal'ing this in mind. His 1\fojt.,;ty's Governments, 011 perw~ing the report of 
Litt' ..\Iini ... ter of thl' <1olo11ies l'elatin~ to, i11t•·r rdia, .\delic Larrd, whi<'h appeared 
in tlw .fn11rn1d nffici,,/ dt• la Nepubliqtu. fra111;ai.•r of the 27th ~ovcmbcr, Hl24. 
came to t Ill' co11clnsio11 that the Frend1 l:o,·t'lrnmeut hnd thus ollrciallv ackrrow. 
lcdgt•d that thl',\' dniml'd only the nrua actunlh· sighL<'d by 11'Urvillc, ~,·hicJ1 had 
lle<'n showu by ::'ir Douglas :\[aw.son":; tliscO\'eJ'ie.; tu extend al tJ1e most from the 
1:~n~1h rncridln11 to the 14-~ud meridian. 

The statl'IllCll( upon wJ1ich His Majesty 's no\l•111men1s l'C'}iC'd in coming to 
i his <·01lt'l 11.;w11 n·111I as folll)w:; :-

.. Dans_l"!gnor:inc,e oi! 1'1?'} fut longternp:-; rlc la vnl<.•ur &-onomique 
(!~· '"'~ lt'r~l'::. 111h:ihr.tel'~, slluet?s a I t'l'<ll'l dl•s gra!idt·s r·out.es rnal'it imes, ii 
11 ,arnrt po11~t y111:11 •!111lspensabl~. en efTcl. de ~011hnrll'r, par l'C.tnbliRsement. 
d unc a11lo1·1tt• efil•1·t t\·c, les dmrls dt• so11,c1·a11wtr <1111•. cit• lo11u1w dnlc l·t 
1• " . . I I . .., . • 

'1";111c.:l' s l'lall ac.qu1s :-ur cs art• llfH'ls cl sur lc·s parLit•s clu c'ontinent 
a11tarl'liqw• rcc·o1u111cs par nos navigateur·s.·· 
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Ut ION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

Cil"Culnr despatch A No . J 2 ( 
Cor..f1dont1nl 

Downing Street, 

:~ September , 1933 . 

Sir , 

rtith reference to my doapo.tch Circular A ?io . 93 

of the 27th May, 1931 , I have tho honour to transmit , 

fo:r• the inf'orma tion of His Majesty ' s Gove:rnmont i n the 

the Union of South Ai'rica, the accompanying copy of a 

despatch :from His Majesty ' s ~1n1ster at Oslo 

com.~Wlicating translations of a Ifor17eg1o.n lau of the 

24th llo.rch last declaring Peter I ' s Island to be taken 

under Norwegian sovereignty, and of a Royal resol ution 

of the 13th July respecting tho ndrninistro.tion of' that 

islo.nd . 

2. A translation of tho Horwegian law of the 

27th Februo.1•y, 1930 , conce1•ning Bouvot Island, vrhioh i s 

by the new law made also applicable to ~etor I ' s Isl and , 

was enclosed in Lord Pasafield 1 s Confidential despatch 

Dominions No . 225 of the 15th April , 1930. 

I hnve the honour to be, 

Your most obedient, 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL JiJi'I'AIRS , 

UNIOH OF SCU'.i'H AFRICA. 

humble servant , ~ 

'Q'~ r;J-"" 

~~1-\~ 
1w~ 



THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPE ESTY'S GOVERNMENT 

' POLAH TERRT'I'OJ'>J ;.\J. C1 I I' '"' \ - .A .,f;::-. ,July 31, 1933 

CONrIDENT LAL. SECTION 1. 

[ W 8933/ 209/ 50 ~o. 1. 

Sir C. lf"iu!tfidd to Su .fn/111 Si111011.-(Rw ircrl ,July :ll.) 

(\ }. 210.) 
Sil' 0.~lo, July 25. 1933. 

WITH rt•fcn•nl'e to .\Ir. }'ullerton-Cn rnegit•'!' dei1pa td1 Xo. ;;;; of the 
27th Felll'uary lust, J haYe the houour to tramanit to ~ou herewith translations 
of a law of the ~Hth Mardi last dedaring Petc1· J 'i< b~land to he takc11 under 
'\orwcginn sovcrcignt~·. nnd of a Roval resolution of the l:lth iustnnt l'espel'ting 
the administmtion of that isl:rnd. · 

2 . .A translation of the law of the 27th Fehnuu·y. 1 !):30. ('Orll't>rning BouYet 
Islat~d . which is by the new law made abo applimhh• to P.-ter I's Island. was 
furmshcd muler (·ove1· of my despatch '\o. 8:3 of the 1 th :\In rch, Hl:JO. 

:3. Two t·opie.-. of \or ... k lortirln1dr Xos rn of the 2"'th ::\farch and 29 of 
the 14th .July. in pp 127 and 57;}-576 of whil'h the Xm·wt·~ian tcxb of the law 
and Roya I rc::-olnt ion w1 I he found. are also em•lo:;ed.(') 

I have. &t·. 
CIL\RLES wrx<~FIEI.U. 

Enclo::;ure 1 in \o 1 

f,rnr TP!lflrdin~1 ,t lteratin11 i11 t/1P Lau· of f'l'brw1r!I 27, Hl!3ll, cont'Pr11iug 
Bouret lslond. 

(Trau~ln t io11.) I. 
I\ tht• l:t\\ l'Olll'erning BOll\E'l Island. i\o. :i of the :l7th Fehrnury, rn:m. the 

head111g is H lterecl so as to l'<'ad :-

"Law tom·t•rning Bnmet Island and Pctt•r l 's bland." 

II 

ln the snme la\\ tht~ following 1·egulation~ shnll read :-

.. ~ l. .Bmnet Island and Peter I's Island are pbtLt"d under Xon\cgian 
soven•ignt ,. n<: a possession. 

" § 1: First point. ~orwegian ci' i1 lnw n11d criminal lnw and the 
Xorwegia11 IC!1islation C'oncerning ~udicial procedure t;hnll he applied to 
Bou\'et bla1ul°a111I Peter I's Island. ' 

HJ. 
This hrn come into for'-1e immediately. 

fJ . lo, ,1/ m·rli 24. Hl!l3. 

t:m:losure :! i 11 I\ o. 1. 

U oy1il R ri'olut ion . .I 11ly 1 ~. 19;3~ 

(Translat.i1111.) . . . ~ . . . r. TIJC ~hmstry of lommenc as:m111e<: the adnnnt5ll'fH10n of T't>tcr l ':-
hln111l. The nnthorit~ which. h~ the legi~lntion of the kingdom. is H"•ll'd in 

11 ~ot prmled 
"tlfl hh 
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\,. 

POI.i\l TlmH ITOIUAL CL.A J.M~. 

UOXFJDENTIAL. 

[W 8~71/209/50] 

[ A~rn~nEll S1.cr10N. l 
Xo. 1. 

,July Ji, Hl3!J . 

SECTION 1. 

PapPr~ communicated by Domillio11.r: Obiu, .fuly 17, 19:~a . 

(I ) 

1932-33. 111e Parliament of tlu ('ammon1111c•altl1 . 

JlOLSE OF R EPRESENTATIVES. 

RC'ad I 0 24th \lay, 19:33 

(Brought, in hy the .Mmister for External Afrairs, the Hight lion. ,J. G. Latham.) 

A Bill for rtll Act to pro1·id,,. for tl1e atceptance of r'utaiu. Territory in the 
t 11tarf'tic Sn1:-: as 11 TNritory under tile autltority of tlie ('om111011wealtlL a11rl 

for llie Ga1•er11111Pnt thereof 

BE it r1111etc1l h)'. the King·s. Most Excellent l\Iajel'ty •. the Senate, and the 
Ilou~c of Hcprescntnl n·e, d the Commonwealth of Au~trnhn, ns folk>ws :-

Sl1nrt Title . 

1. This Act may he cited as the A ustrnlittn A 11tarrtir. 'territory A cri!plance 
Act, 1933. 

A cccpta11re nf fllf' Territor!f . 
2. Thnt part of the territory in the Autarctic sens which i:omprises all the 

islands and territories, other than Adelie Land, situated south of the tiOlh degree 
south latitude and lving between the 160th dt'gree east longitude and the 
45th degree cast longitude, is hernby decla1·ed to be accepted by the Commonwealth 
as a territory under the authority of the Commonwealth, bv the name of the 
Australian Antarctic Territory. • 

Ordinances. 
3.-(1) The Uovernor-Ueneral may make orclinnnccs having the force of law 

iu and in relation to the territory. 
(2) Every such ordinance shall-
(a.) Be notified in the Gazette; 
(b) Take eITl'Ct from the date of notification. or from such dat,e, whether 

before or after such date of notification, as is specified in the 
onlinnnce; and 

(c) Be laid before both Hou8es of the }larliament within t.hirty <lays of the 
making lhereof, or, if the Parliame11t is not then sitting, within thirty 
days after the next meeting of the Parlianwnt. 

(:J) II oithcl' House of the Parliament pa:i::ie:> a resolution, of which notice 
has been gheu at any time within fifteen tiitting days after such ordinauoe hns 
bt.>en laid bcf ore the House, disallowing the ordinuucc, the ordinance shall there
upon cease to have effect. 

E lirar.t jrom <;ommo1zu·ealtli of A u~trolia Parliamentary Debates No. 11, 
May 26, 19:Ja. 

AU:ffRAI.IAX ANTAHCTIC TERRITORY ACCEl'TASCE BILI •. 

(Second Reading.) 

.Mit. LA TIIAM (l\.oorn11g-.Attorue~·-Ge11eral) : I mon'-
That the Bill he now read a second time. 

This Bill pl"ovidcs for the aeceptance by the Commonwealth of certain territory 
in the Antarctic regions. The Bill is founded upon au order in council made by 
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llis .Majt•sty thP Kirw 011 the ith Februnry last, a~d upon s_cc~or~r1 ;Jt{ the 
C'om11101rncalth L'ouslitutiou, \\ hich prm ides, inter alw, thnt tlus ar in -

f t l·itor\• ... T))aced bv the rnny mnke lnws fol' the go\ 11rnment o nuy rr J • j 1 • 
King under the authority of nnd accepted h) the t'ommonwl·a t l. 

• 'J · · d I tl 't · f th' t.Joinmouwealth bv JI ii; l ni; terntory hn" been placed un er tie nu 10.n) 0 c 11 . th·- p~ l"· 
~1111"estv tht" kina nud it is now r>nJJJO c<l that 1t slwll he acc·l·ptec 1Jh. 1

1:-;h arh la-
• _, ,...,, r h JI in1> \\.' ic 1 as een mt•11t. The arc-a referred to in the Bill is shown 011 t c srna rr ~ ' . 

prepared fo1· tht• infonnation of honornble rncmhcr:s. It w1}l he s~en that it 
md udcs a II the land in the A11tan·t it\ "ith the cxccpl10!1 of the I· rench < epender~cv 
of Adrlic Land l\'in{J' south of the {i(Hh parallel ot lat11tule am! bc·tween the 4:>th 
nnd the moth 'nil'ridian of east longitude. IL includes the eastern aart of 
Queen :\laud Land, Enderby Land. Kemp Lnnd. ~laC'Hohcrtson !Jan , Lars 
C'hristensen Land. Princess Elizabeth Land. Que<>n Mary Laud, Knox Lau~, 
B:rnznrc Land. "- ilkes Land, Kwg- Gl•or~t.' \! Land nnd Oates Lnnd. and certam 
~mall islands lymg ofi' the mainland. . . . 

Enderb}' Land wns discovered and 11nmed h.r a Bl'lt1sh s~a_lcr. John Biscoe, 
in Ft>hrnar\: J~:n. Kemp Land wns oh~erved lw another Bnt.1sh ~eoler, Kemp, 
bctwcf.'n Octoher and December lt-3:3. Knox lligh Land was s1g~ted by an 
Arm•ricau. Lieutenant Charles Wilkes. of the lJ nited :5Lat~s na,·y, m :fanu.ary 
184-0. Adelic Land was disco\.·erf.'d hr the Frenchman. Capta111 Dumont d Utnlle, 
on the 19th Januarv. I 40. After these clisco\'erit•s. almost a century ago, there 
was a long period inarked br no further disco\eries. With the opening of the 
pre:-;ent century. actiYe ex1}loration rcco111m1.'nl'Cl~. a~1ci in 1 !>02 the German 
Anwwctic expedition, led by Profes--or Drygnlskt, d1scoveretl and na~ed the 
Gaussherg. in Hi degrees ::.-outh S9 degrees wc:::t.. The a.r~n s~uroundrng the 
t:aussherg was explored b,- the Austrnlian .Antarctic Exped1t1011 rn 1911- 14, and 
named Queen ~Ian· Land. This expedition nbo explored and named Wilkes 
I.and and King Cioorae Y Land. That expedition was led by the. w~ll-k~own 
.Australian, ::5ir Dou{J'las \Iawson, who has dorlC' \\onderful and d1stmgu1shed 
\\Ork in these :routher~ region:;. It rl'OCE.'edc<l to the ~\ntarctic in December 1911, 
in the ship A urom. commandec In· Captain ,J. K. Davis. The leader, 
Sir Douglas .Mawson. and a party of sercntccn other:;, were landed at Common
\H':tlth Bay at the western end of what ts 11m\ King George V Land. Captain 
Da,·is then pr()('eeded 1.5011 miles further \n'st to Queen Mary Land, where a 
party, under Lieutenant Frank Wild. which is k11ow11 in Antarctic history as 
"The \Vilcl Party," was landed. The :\[awson />arty did exploration work 
townrds the ma9uctic pole. and in ea::;trrly anti ,,·t•ster y di reetions. It encountered 
\'CIJ great clifhculty, but co\'ered some :mo miles. l'11fortu11ntcly, two of the 
pnrt} Nmuis and ~Iertz, were killed. nnd Sir IJouglas ~lawson onfr regained bis 
ba::;c after a feat of almost superhuma11 t'ncluranc<' st·nrct.'ly t•qunllert in the annals 
ol ltii;t,ory. The ii urom returned in Dt•t·Pmher 1Ht:3 and pil'ked up :-5ir Doualas 
~law~o11 antl his comrades am.I hroughl tlwtn hal'k to Pidlisation In the co~rse 
of th<' seasons l!l29-30 and 1n:m :~1. till' Britiflh ..Austrnlinn 1\Ie\\ Zealand 
.Antarctic Research Expedition-the initial lt>ttcrs of whieh form the word 
Bnnzal'c that was gh·en to a part of this tcl'l'ito1·y-explored the grenter portion 
of the :-;sctor between 45 degrees cnst. and. mo <legree:s Past. including Enderby 
Lnrul. Kemp Land. new area~ (which 1t named ~rac Hobert~on Land and 
l'rinc:c~s Eliznheth Lnncl) and new lnn<l linking Knox and Wilkes Lnrnb (which 
\\ n~ nnm.e<l Banznre L~rHI): . In ,January tn:rn the ~onveginn, C'aptain Riiscr 
l~nr'Scn, 111 the ~\ orcegw .. ,,sited, -.J10rth nfter the l>i.,cor:ery, the area weHt. of 
l·.ndt•1 hy Laud. aurl ~a'e ll thr name of Queen ~fnud's Lnnd, and in 1931 another 
.:\orwegian ve,:-el. the Torl11n. g:\\"e the name Lnrs ,...,hristcuse.11 Land to an area 
hctwcen i\facHohertson Lnnd and Prince-. ... Eli1.nbcth Lnnd, \\ hirh the T>i.-corery 
hnd ei;:plol'ed ,..ome day-. before . 
. , Tlon~irahlc members will notice that 011 the map which is provided for their 
111ton11at1on there appear .a number of Xorwegi1111 names. A requc;;t has been 
made t_hat we sh~uld contrnue to. recognise certain Xonwgian narnc·s that have 
hl•c11 gn e>11 lo \'a r1011;; parts of tl11s area, and t ht' Commouwcn ltJ1 Go\'ernment is 
gJa<l, 111~ccd, t? nrcccl_e to tl!e request to perprtuatc tlie a~~ocintio11 of the~e intrepid 
~Ol'\\1•g1a11 sailor~ \V1th this arcn. 

Th~re arc two. AuHtraliar! nam~~ which will he fol' ever associated with 
Au"'t.ra1Ja!1 A~1.tarct1c ex1~lorat1011. ~11· llou,.,las ~lawb<.m was a rnember of the 
pnl'ty which ::--1r Ernest :Shackleton took to the .Antarctic region in 1907 in the 



J\ irnr lie nlso led the \u t r . 
nt Co 11uU\\'ea llh Buy Ill : ra. ian pai t.y Ill 1~11-14, a111l spcut t\rn wiutcrs 
he did distiuguishcd \\~rk i~ ~hco~{i on t~nt _occa.s1011, nnd also 111 J!l:,w :H, when 
to bl· proud. Captnin T ~ ~i)ta~·~tic, IS ouc of \\hich Au::;tmlia 1 entitled 
~ir Ernest :Shnckletou's ex ;~i i · . U\ 1· _was also one of the members of 
Hll l 14 c.'l:pedition, and it~ Hl~fio~~.1~ l90i .. !fe \\US ~naster of.t!1e A11rom in the 
snr\ivors of the Hoss..::, . t' scn~." 1 th a relief <'Xpccl1t1on l•J rescue the 
sel'\cd with thl' HritisJ;_c~/:~\\ 0 ~he ~ir El'llcst ~hnrkleton Expcditio11. He 
,\Jwn ht' eomrnancli:'cl the. /J; ~a rnn-j e~\' Zeala111l .\.utnrctic lkscarch Expc<lition 
rcnderPd di:>tinguisliNl scr~i'.~r_eiyt}c urmJ! thc. 1!129 :111 f'~ISflll, nm! hns lhen•fnre 

\ • . t' 
1
· lt 111 ic explorat1011 of tl11" A11tnrctil' 

i 11 111.JUS !Cl' won d he done if 1 er I I . . 
Sir Edgeworth David-a aen 1 . I< ~int a. o n11•nt1011 the 11a11w of 
and very highlv in Austr~li t emar~ whoi;e i~ame is liono11rC'd fal' bc•yo111l Australia. 

lated for a fllOlllent Uil a._ .\t ,ln age when ~fl~ls( ll~Cll WoU)cJ !Ill! JiaH: COllt('Jll· 

~xploration, 8ir Eclgewo~etrhgJo)m~dtl]1e dangers, d1fl~c1tlt1cs, a1!d tna!s of .\ntnretic 

ti 
. . a\1 ed an cxplorat1011 pnl't\· 111to tlus 111·pa There 

arc o 1cr re•7 1ons 111 the Antarct1'c th th t 1 · I 1 • · · ti f I 
1
. . '. an osc ow HC' 1 I invc 1·eforrecl, with whidt 

1~ _names. 0 0 t
1 

1er c ist1ng1u~hed Australians a l'C insc•parahly c·on11edc1l. l need 
0t 1n.~ fmetnf..ton l lC name of 811' Hubert Wilkin~ to rt>mind hrmornblc memb<'l's of 

us ac . 
I have endeavoured to describe geogra.phicallr. the area with whid1 Wl' nre 

conccrn~·cl, a!1,t1 to shm~· how largely it~ d iseovc1·}· has heen duP to A nst ralian 
en~erprtse. I he n<.>cd for :;<_>me _nuthorit~· over thi-; n•gion has arisen hecause of 
t~c ci~vc!opmcnt of_ th~ w!1almg industry there. In tlw ah:;cncc of somt> n~gulation 
o! t_h 1~. 1 ~1d11~try, .1t '.s. ~1kel?' that tbt: ~tock of )~hale.:; thc!·c w~mld he greatly 
d~n11nisl1etl , :uul. 1.:on1.:en:abh t?tally ~e~t.roy~<l. _I he follow1ug hgnrcs show the 
t1emcmdous growth of the w'hahng acl1nt1e:< 111 this .ll't~a si11ct• tlw war.-

Year. 
I 9HJ 20 
1 920 21 
1 !)21- 22 
1912-2:1 
1!128- :24 
1924-25 
Hl2:> -26 
1~26 -27 
1927 :.r 
192R 29 
1929 30 
10:m :H 

(over) 
(over) 

Number Barrel::; 
of whales. of oil. 

11 ,:3i;9 40i ,:32i 
12.li.t. 4i1, l-11 
1 :1.n+o i;:3n,:.rn> 
I ,1211 ~1i.:H4 
rn.~:1n 7 lli,:UH 
2:J,2:>:3 1,040.408 
2s. ma 1, rn2.:>an 
2!3, 19.> 1.1 iO,:l'-12 
2:3,2U 1,:319.294 
2i ,55!; 1,867 .848 
30,000 2,777, IOO 
40,000 :3,250,000 

In 19:30 :H 4:3 floating factories, 232 whale eatchcn;, and 10 transport vessels 
owned bv :3:3 1.:orupanies set sail for the Antarctic. In addition. six land i:;tations 
were in operation. In receut years the methods of whnliug ha\'C hL'Cll ~'Ompletch· 
revolutionised. Those of us who got our ideas of ''baling from boys' books. ;,ud1 
as those of W. lI. G Kingston. or from Herman l.lel\'ille's classie Moby_ Dick, 
must rc\i:-;c them vcr~ much indeed i11 order to bring Lhcm up to date. To-day 
whales are cnught by "catchers," Ye,sels of from 101) to 200 tons, speedy craft 
which go to tlll' Antarctic under their own i:tcnm. 'Yhnlcs nre captu red bv means 
of explosi\:e harpoons, and when a whale is killed it is buoyed, nud tJic.: catcher 
immcdinteh· chase:- its companions. TJie captured \\hnlcs nrc brought by the 
c.atchcr~ to"' the floating factory, which has a large opening in the rear with nu 
inclined plam• leacling clown into tl1e water. Tackle 1s plnccd 10u11d the hoclv of 
the whnle, and the carcass is hauled aboard nnd t reatcd. Some of these \ c5scls 
cost from £500,000 to £i:>0,000, fully equipped. Once it was possible LO scud an 
expedition to the .\ntarctic, and from one gea::;on's cntch practically rcpny the cost 
of a tlonti11~ facwry. It will therefore be seen that the profits were enormous. 
:::;peaking '"1thout reference to a11y recent anthorit~-, wbnlc oil used to hdng £811 n 
ton· hut nuw brings ouly £13 a ton. i\ccordingly thr. induslr\' is nothmg like 
so 1;rofital?le a:> it wns. .Econolllic forces hn\'C c·ome int~> pla~·: When thr. _oil 
produced m 19:lo-:n was in excess of the demand, the pnce fell lo a level wluch 
made much of the industry unremunerati\'e. As a result, an ngrrcmcnt has been 
reached between tile rnrious enterprises concerned to limit the t<>tnl catch to about 
2 million hurrnls. Not only does this reprel!ent a tremendous c'aptnrc of whales ;. 

rsua r-1 J n ~ 
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it nl o mensures to some ext.cut the greatlv irnjlr11\•ed metliocls of the f 1aling 
indu try. In the past, whcu n whale wns tl~nscc nloug~idc n \essel, ~.he .,,eleton 
nnd ~mt: part of the <'areas..~, oontaiuin~ much valunhle oil, \\'~l'> .~t ad 11ft. Toifi~ 
nothmg 1s wasted . The whole whale 1s taki'n nboard the \e ... cl, nnd ~he 0 Th 
extrnclcd from all the .fleshy parts: ~\·e11 tlH' intPrnal llrga11s arc 'lealt ~·ith. e 
::kcJcto11 and head arc Cl"llsheci. tJ1e 01) cxtra<'tCd thcn•fro~n, and the re:;1du~ mare 
lllto n for111of111m1111·c. Hegulations hnve h<'ICll mnde wl11ch r<1ntrol, for cxamp e, 
!he Xorwcgian \e:-scls and those fif>hing from the. Fnlklimd ls!ands, a~d elsewhere, 
Ill an <'nclpn vom· to reduce the t'>ll on whales 111 t ho:,c re.,1011s. 1 here was an 
:1grcemc11t hct\H'en some of the eut<·rpriscs whic•h lirnit<'d tJ1~ t·ntchel'I bef?re, but 
one important enterprise stood out. The pres<'nt ngrl.'crne11t brnrls nll parties . 

• II r. J 1/a nl'rll : 1 s there n dose <:ea son ! 

Mr. /,11t/1rw1: The season for lishiug opens aho11t Ol'foh<'I:; during .the winter 
months fishmg 1s imprnctic:ablc. In tlw 1·onH'nt.io11 011 whaling to wh1d1 I :;hall 
refer. provision is made for the proll.'tlion of in1n111t11n· wlmbi l}tHI l·ahes. But. 
the protection of whaling hns not bet>n allowC'd lo ~lcpcnd 011 pnrnt~ agr~ment . 
Agrccment. between enterr.ri~s is of valunhlt• nst'1stnm·~· lieC'nuse 1t lmnt.s ~he 
numher of whnles to be killed: hut, should the dcrnn nd rncn'ase. the rest1·1ction 
may be lessened, or even abolished . Protection of n11othc1· kiud has hcen given by 
1111 'international l'Onvention for the l'C"lllation of whaling. whil'h has been drawn 
up and signed hy a majority of the 

0
countries l'Oncenwd in.t'lud!ng Australi~. 

This was done at the Twelfth Assembly of thl• Leagm' of \at1ons m 19:31. This 
<'On\'cntion i~ likelr to come into opemtion at an C':trh elate, n~ ;;oon ns the 
nCl"C:-<Slll'.}' number of ratifications bas l)('t.>11 l'ClCi wcl. Ti1~ l'Oll\ en lion prohibits 
thl' killing of l-ett<tin species of whalc.s, whale mh·es, 1rnmatu1·e whale:' a~d 
ft>male whales aloornpanied b) l'ahe~. l t requires the fullest use to be made. m 
the manner whkh I have alread\' indicated. of CWl'\' l'lllTass. lt regulate.<: the 
terms of emplo\ ment of the cre,~·s, prm·ide.-. for tl1c • lin•11sing or not 1firation of 
\"ess<'ls engnged' iu whaling, and for tht• supply of n•rtJlin st:itistit:s. 

The gmwt h of the whaling industry ancl its rcgnlat ion, the presen<'e of 
munhers of \'Cssels e"en· season in .Antardic waters-some of whieh h;wc from 
time to tinw nscd .\.ustralian ports-arc mattrrs requiring consideration. 
r (Juorum jormPd. J There is need. too. fo1· some pmlel'I ion of other Antarctic 
fauna and birds. 1f the~ arc not to he killl•cl olT iudis<'riminatelv. There have 
hcen proposals from time to time to send expeclitions to the .A1itarctic for the 
purpose of utilising in a commereial way penguins, penguin eggs and seals. and 
it might very well lie that spl.'cial steps should he tnkc11 to clenl with that subjeet 

111 1908 the .\ntaret.ic terri tor~· south of the Fn lklnnd Jgla n<ls was placed 
under t hi.' administration of the I~alkln ud Island Colom'. u nd ordinanres were 
issnccl for the rc~ulation of whaling nnd thl' liceusing of whalers. In 1924 the 
Fn•nt'h Uo\·ernmeut issued a <le<'rec pl1ll1 ing Adel ie Land 11ndc•1· the administra
tion of the French Colony of Macla;;asca1. n11cl the Cm·p1•11mt>11ts of (rrcat Britain 
nnd Australia lune tadtlv recogmscd tho claim of tlw Frern•h to _\delie Land. 
'l'he annexion of that territol·v hy Fmlll:c l';t ll<•d attention to .\ustralin 's 
unsatisfa1tory po~itiou with re.gar(! to thf' Autnrctic n·gions south of this 
continent, and in 1923 a deput.ntion from the .Australian National Heseart•h 
Council urged upou the then Prime .3Iinistcr (:\Tr. llrnce) tlic de:-irahilit\' of 
st'tIBing s:1111.:tion for the administration bv .Austrnlin of the area in the ~\ntai·ctie 
hct Wt.'Cll 90 degrees and lf>O degree~ e:ist. The rnnttcr wns discu:;:o:cd at the 
Impl·rial Confcreu~ of 1926, :it whie~1 bot!1 .Mr. Bruce and I were present, nnd a 
great ch•al of nttent ion was 61 ven to 1t. I he report of that conference placed it. 
011 reoord that ther1· were certain nreas to whid1 n Ilriti h title already existed ltv 
\'irtUl' of di,;;co\"ery, including Enderby Land , Kemp Laud, ()11ee11 ~Ian· Land. 
tlw area lyin~ to the we,t of Addie Lnnd. "hich has bcPn nnmed Wilkes L'lnd 
aftt•r !ts di:--co~ery in 19~2. King f;1,'(1rge V IJnrnl and Ontes Lnnd. In th~ 
mca11t11n~· whnlmg cnterp~1sc~, some of tltcm ~nst•d 011. l!oh:u·~. wen• hegiuuing to 
operate m the area, makmg the matter of its n(lm1111strnt10n more and more 
urgent. Th.c publi~·a.tion of tile report of that eonfcrcncp was a notification to 
th1• \\odd of tht' Bnt1sh claim to that nn•n. 

In 192!3 th<' l'ornmonwenlt.h Oo\erumcnt dccid<•<I that tlw time had c:ome to 
m:1ke a more tl1orough explorut10!1 of t~1!• whole .\ust rnlia11 Rt'«fm. Jn l"Oll junction 
w1 t.h I he Uorn1·um~uts of the L'. nit.r<! h .. mbdorn and ~ C\\ Zra land. a ncl geiiei·oush· 
asSJStl'cl hy certaltl pl'lVCltC md1v1duais-J 1.'SJ'CCI:lJI) llll'ntion the name of 

----~J 



Sir~· )lw1·so11 H)I t, · f \ 
the l • lcrsl · f JC.r sou, 0 • ldbourne-an expedit.ion \\/\S fit.ten out , nnrl, 1111drr 
ex lloi'.cd th~'Pr? ~ir lJ~mglas ~luw sou , in the Hoyal rCSl'nrcli ship /Ji coverg, 

It 
1 

g t ~tei P<_>rl111n of the sector between 1011 degrees 1·n t. mid 4;; dcgn~~ 
en~ t n coiuwxw11 w~t h nil the a rrangcmt'llts for 1 his cxplorat ion, 1 lw { ;overu-
;::~:~ it·~:l~~·l ~\~1~ 1 ~~· a)s•:~cd by the Australian X n t.ionn 1 He .. arch C'o1111l'il, a.nd 
s · I> 1 • \·' :::iu I a\111 Orme :\la~:son. 111 the course· of tlw t\rn seasons "lud1 
._,tr .. <;>ug as : luw~o11. s_pent in thi~ nreu, he proolnimcd 011 'a1·io11~ 1xcasio11:-, nrnl 
nt ~ .u ~ous pomts, Bnt1~h ~o\'el'ciynt\' O\"Ct' the whole arc.:1 h1•t we<•11 4:1 dt•etn•cs c>nst 
aun 1 hO dc"rt•es rnst C"' . t \ I . 'L l , h I o I I ~ Ir o . ' · • .• tep J. c e ie auc . !"nr a proC' nmnt11111 was 111n1 c at t 1c 
j-::l'tk _ rn monolith, and another at Cape Bruce, the mnll'ih11tio11 of tlicse rnmw .... 
1

1
n ·rng .the lai;t t.wo Pl'ime Ministers of the Cmnmonw<•alt h with th<• }w;tOI'\' of 

t w tt'lTttor\· \" ·1 · · It f' h r h · I " • • • •• ..1. " • 1 esu . o t c voyage o t e ihsrorer!J. t 1c a n•a had 1)(1<'11 <:o 
thor?ughly v1s1kd nncl British sovereignty l-10 completely produi11ll'cl that it was 
c·onsulc1:t'.<~.1 h~re waH ~o lon~er u.eed for delay in pro\'iclii1r for the administration 
of th~ h~1.'Jto1). and for takmg 1t over on behalf of the Ccm1111011wealtl1. Wht•11 J 
w~is 111 Crrc_at Britain last yenr I cxammecl tlw matter (·an:fully ns it might be 
eJ~ected h~· 111tcr!l:~t1011al law, and from ever~· other point of vit•w, in n>11ju111.:lion 
with the nuthor1t1e..;; of the Dominions OHiee and the Forc>i•Yll OOke. Thl' 1·esult 
was tlu~t. with the t·ont·111·reute of the Go,ernment of the Commonweall h, it was 
dt•tcnm11~·1l lo take. dl'finite action in Great Bl'ita in and _ \ust I'll I in for the purpose 
of declnrmg ot!r title a!ld assuming control of this area . On the 7th February 
last a~1 ord.er m council was made, affirming that II is Ma,ic::l v th<• Krng has 
sovere1i;n· nghts over the .\ntarctic territorv. other than Adelie· La11cl south nf 
GO t~cgrees south. hctwee11 ~60 degrees east awl 4;; tk·gn.·cs t>a:-t . a111l placing that 
territory 1111dcr the nuthonty of the Commonwt>alth of AuMrnlin from the rlatc 
when the flt'C'e,sary legislation is passed hy the Com111m1\\'Calth l'arli;rnw11t. Thnt 
lc>gislation is now"submittetl to the Parliament of the Commonwealth. atlll I haw 
alreadv invited the attention of honourable members to ~<·(·tion 12~ of the 
Const rt ut ion . 

From the . \.ustralian point of view. there are g<>0<l n·a~on::; for atn•pting the 
aclmini:4ration of this area. It has con~iderable al'tual nud polt•11tial C<'onomic 
importance. It is near to Australia, and it is quite po:;siblc that <•mharrnssin~ 
ti rcumstantel'i would arise if anv other Power assumed the control and 
administration of the area . P:uts of it ha,·e already bC'l'll the Sl:<'llt' of irnportnut 
whaling enterprises. and there are those who belieYc that n tr.acle in prod11l'tio11s 
of fur-hearing animals and bird life could he derclo1wd rc·onomil'all) . If. 
however, surh rl'onomic development is to take plaec-and lw would he a bold 
man who would set a limit to such possibilities at the present. time- without risk 
of the tot nl extinction 0f the animals. there must l>C' so111t' r·t·~ulat ion of the 
industry, or, at least, the possibility of such regulation. and there must be some 
authority l'hnrgecl with the enforcement of appropriate regulations . 111 the area 
south of Australia, this would be the duty of the Commonwt•alth Uovcmml•nt .. 
It will be remembered that the country now known 11~ _\lnska, containing grent 
r,:old-fields. was n•gnnled as valueless, much of it hc>ing within the Al'cti<' r1rele. 
fhe land was sohl to the Gnite<l States of Amt•ric·.'l for whnt , h:n·i ng regard to 
its mineral \.·alue, was a trifling an~ negligible sum. Xo one t ho~ghL _nt the time 
that. it wai:: worth anything. yet it turned out to be. a gold-mme Ill the true 
sense-one of the later Eldorados of the world . :\o one k nows what thc>::e 
Anta1Ttic re~ions ma~· hold in the way of mineral wealth. though it is already 
known that there are rn them some fine ~ams of coal. 

Then• nre tlio~c who helicrn that, from the study of the melting of ice in the 
Weddel Sea. \\inter conditions in Chili may be forccn~t. There arC' nlso those 
who believe tltat in rc"ard lo Australia and Xcw Zealand, rclinblc infercneei: 
could he drawn ;,s to tJ7e cha rarter of the coming i::cnson in Australia nnd New 
Zc;ilnwl. and the nmom1t of rain we are likt•ly to get, from a study of the mel~i~1g 
of tht• ict' in the Hof':::: Sea. These may be rlreams of the future, hut mnny realities 
haw first bcPn in dreamland. 

Wl' ought to ncccpt thi~ rc:->ponsihility. Some honourahle mcmhl'l's raised tl1e 
subject of cost. At the outset, the cost will he nil. _\tan) rntc, tltt: 11ec·cssity for 
spcmliu~ money would clcpcnd on the devcl~p~t·nt of ~~Ille c11tt•rfl1·1 se there, :ind 
then the expt>nditure would he nlmndantly JUshfiecl. I hough I rnve rcf Prre1l. lo 
the economic value of this area. I cannot regard the matter solely from that pornt 
of vil'w. 1\11 the 11c~ivitics of the fast lh~ce _A11slr~1li:11.1 (Jon•rnm~nts in this 
direl'tion lrnvc been <11rccted towards the object1vc wh1d1 ts to he nch1cved by the 
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J3ill now bcfort~ tJ1c Ilousc. Thi. meal'urc will, I belic~c. be ll~nwtl iu '! 11~Jr~~~ 
11011 pnl'tl wny, and l iunte J1011uurablc mur11bc1 s to ~uppol't tho .lCtJoi "' 
C:o\crn111cnl iu a.;.;uming Lhi:::. r~pons11Jihty 111 the southern sens . 

.llr. A . f,'rccu (Kal••oorlic) · f :irn ure thnt the rntcrcsLing adclre.-:s of t~e 
Att-Ol'llc) C:e11ernl (Mr. ~Lnthnn~) }in~ gi,cn deep s~Lisf1u; tio11 to .ho!10ura e 
111c111IJCrs Tho talc of the di~cO\cric·s rn the .Autnrct1r 16 11ot les:; st1rrrng than 
tlio e \\ith which \\l' nrl· fmuiliar in rcgnrd to the exploration of t~1c .Nor~h Polar 
rcg10us. In tnkinrr pos:'ession of thi:; i;cctor of the gn·at Antarctic coutmenl on 
bchnll of Australia, we lt:nc the ,.ati:::.i1H•tio11 of ·knowing that the _land ~as 
come to th, not hy right of co11C]llcst , hut by 1·igh1 of disc1nery. The d1:-covei:1es 
of Dr. K1111c, Sir ,John Franklin and, later, of P<'l'I',\. the man who first carried 
the Jlag u1 any nation t-0 the "\orth Pole, do 1wt i;ti1· the hlood more strongly than 
du the stories of the exploration of the Antarctic rcgio11s, brcausc these are so 
m11d1 lll'<ll'CJ' home, and much of the work has bcl'll done liy Anstraltans. 

l n J!)J:.2, the great British explorer, Hcolt, fo1111d his way to ~he S~mth Pole, 
being the first to reach it, with the exception of Amuncben, who .1ust forestall_ed 
hirn :d'tcr sC'crctly organising an c:-..pedition for tht> purpose. Scott':; enterpnse 
was one of the most heroic in history, anrl furn ishcd the f-'Clt ing for one of tl~e finest 
aNs oi gallantry in the records of the British Empire. 011 their rctn~n JOurnc! 
from the pole, he and his companions ran short of provisions, and estal.>hshed ~~e1r 
l":Ullp in the Antaretic wilderne!'s. Captain Oatcl'. who had become 111 , reahsmg 
that it was impossible for the whole party to retnm to l'idlisation, handiral?ped 
with him, ancl with only a Iimiteri food .::upply, w!thout_ :i word to_ the re:::t of _the 
party, walked out of the camp one <lay into a ragrng h!Juard, dl•lrheratcly gomg 
to his death ratltcr than risk the lives of his comradt>,; who, nen•rtheles:-., perished . 

• \uslrnlia has been well to the fore in . .Antarl'tir e.x/)loration . ;""'ir Douglas 
Mnwsou, n ma11 to whom C\"Cl'\ .\ustralian should lift 1is hnt, hns led several 
expeditious to the .\ntarctic .' 1r Hubert Wilkins i:;; a11othcr .\ustralian who bas 
<lone \'alunlilc work in that area. but. unfortunate!\·. he. likt• llllHJY other able 
.Austrnli:111s, hns hnd to go abroad hccausc .\ustralia has not liecn able to 
recompense him n.; he de<:erves. Howe\ er. his work for tl1c ..t\mericm1 Government 
has rr>llectccl glory on .\ustralia. Ile hns the distinction of being the only man 
to fly in an aeroplane oYer the '\orth Pole. aml lal~r. at the risk of what 4'eemed 
nlmost certain death. he attempted to reach th(• '."forth Pole in a submarine. 
Besides 8ir Douglas Mawson and Sir Hubert W i I kins. another distinguished 
.\ustralian .Antarctic explorer is Sir Edgeworth David. who accompanied :\fawson 
on one of his earlier expeditions. I remember lh~tcning lo a lecture which he 
dt>liYcrcd on his return. in which this distinguished geologist dcscrihed how he 
usc<l to go in search of specimens, mountrd on one uf the Sihcl'ian ponies which 
accompanied tltc cxpedit10n. He said thnt, whenever they npprouched anything 
likt·I~· to lie of rnlue from a geological point of view, lus pony would p'ut his 
hoof on th<• nx·k, as much as to snv. '' hcrl' i" so111t•thi11~ i11 vonr line." \\'hate\'er 
cn•dcnce we may he expected to 1>lace in tl1t• ston·, it illustrntes, at anv rate, the 
humom· and spirit of a man who has done so much.to fnmilinri:;e us witli Antarctic 
conditions 

Australia is not taking pnsse!';sion of this area from n \'ainglorious desire 
to enlarge her r.os~essions. We do not \\iSh to dispossess any other people, hut 
bccm1sc Australia 1s the largest bod~· of lnnd clo c to I he Antarctic reaion. we 
heli1~Yc that we arc entitled to share in the rich whnling indu try carri~tl on in 
those waters. Ou the coast of Wc,tcrn ~\ustralia . nt Point Cloatcs. a whnle 
fishery hns liocn cstahlished to take the whales which periodicnllv vii:;it that rc"iou. 
hut tfw •'XJ>loit.ation of the valnnhlc . \ntnrctic \\ lw I iug industry ha~ l>ee1t' left 
exclusi\'ely to Norwe~ianf;: I beJie,·e tha~, h~· ~aking pos~·ssic'.n of thi:: piece of 
coast, \\"l! shnll he able to mtere.<:t Au~tralums m the whalmg md11 trv and will 
devclo(> in them that hold and adventurouc:: maritime :-:pirit which hn f;-,'r so mam· 
<'Cntur11'" characterised the people of Great Britai11. " 

. .l/~·· C~tSC!/ (Coiro).:). support the '.ldion of the f1ovcrnmc11t in introducing 
this lhl.l lor ~he acciu1s1t10n of sm·erc1g-1!t.\ ':''l'l' a substnutial portion of the 
.A~1tal'ct1c l'ont1_1wn~. ~Iy reason for spcakmg 1s that I was i11ti111ateh as:;ociated 
''1th ~h~ orgn111sat1on a~d manageme11.t .at the Lr111dm1 t•nd of lhc tw'o Discorery 
t•xpc>dtt 1m1.s, .nnd nl.;o "1_th. the e.:-..pc1l~t10n of ~ir I fulwrt. Wilkins. I had the 
'.1<lrn11! ag~ !)I lfosl: ass<)(]~·~tton ~·1.th =-'1r I )011gli~s. :\Lrn~!Jll, Su· !fobt•rt Wilkins. 
and ( apt.un J . h .. D:Hts. \\ hile the <·x1wcltt1011s ot the• lhsrorery were iu 
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prog~· .. I \\l\S in rlaih- · · · · 1~ tlrl · H~JJ . • . com11mmcat10n with them. ll\ mN\11!! of short \\n\·c wHc-
twe~itv ,~~51 1 f 18 J~ot nu isolated incident. hut ( the> l 1tlminatiug P?int of 
eon ·oli f t h ~ ~ntrnuot~s nnd eoncerted effort on tlie part of Au. trnhnns to ,· ) h n ° t e1r 1~1tcrci-t.s m the Antarctic f <Juorum formed. 0111· nssocintiou 
~Ill 1 t Cl Antnrct1<.: bcgnn with the . hncklcton expedition in H)IJ of which 
•
1
.tn_wson wns n member, anti was further trenothenr<l lw the Au tr~lian expc-

11 1011of1<111 l·l of ·} · l '[ ·.r " · . r . ' • \\ II(' I'' awson wns the leader, followed by the l\\O J\nt.arcttc 
clpl'l tt}nll~ 1111~1<:,!'. :\lawson in the !Ji,,·orPl'1/ tn Hl2!J :~0 and Hl:JO :H. 1111cl also 
t tl' n:.t1'1ttt•s ot ::511· Unhcl't Wilkins in the A11tarl'ti1•. 
\Vil.~ lw h1!1 ~ 11111·ahlc nwnilit•r for Kalgoorlie (,\Ir .• \ . (;n•cn) n•fe1·rf>1l to Sir I luhcrt 
I I krns .. I ha t ,g~·ntlt>man, ns i:< well known. is an ..t\11!'tralian, though, 11ot hein~ 

a? l' lo rat:'c :•11llw1t.•11t funds in .\.uRtralia for his exploring l'ITorts. he hal'I worked 
with the ass1:;tn;1l'e of funds provided ln Amt>rkans. Bnl :-\ir I lulwrt Wilkins, 
whctlwr. l'Xplor111~ the ~orth Pole or· the .\ntnrl'lil•. hns alw1ws earr·ied an 
Anstrnhnn fln~ with huu. and has made it deni· to his ,\mrric·ari sponsor:-; and 
bac:kcrs thnt, although nssisted with Ameril'an motW\', no politknl inf1·rem'l' wns 
to be drawn from tlw fad We are now laving l'ia'im to ahnost. I 1!> dl•grecs of 
:rn nr~\ or ahnost 1•xaC'tly one third of the C'Oastlim.• of tlw :\11tnretil' l'Ontincnt. 
'_!'hc .!-H?<' of thP _\nt_a rl't](' rontin<'nt is not ~cuemlly n•alist>cl. Its area is about 
;) n11Jho11 i'il}IHll'l' IJlll<•s. that of Anstrnlia hein~ about a million s11unn· miles. 
Jn othe1· \~orcl_s. the• J\ntan·tk rontinent is roughly half ns hig again a:; i\ustralin, 
nnd by ~~11s Bill ":c al'c In~ ~ng <·la.im t? soYen•i<Ynty 0H•1· roughly 11J1l'·lhinl o~· that 
nrt>a. _I he <'oa ... lhlll' of this srl'l10n is. roughfy, ~.O~lO mill'~ in length. which i~ 
nppro..;nnatel\' the length of the Australian coastline lx•hH·cn Melho11r11t! :rncl 
Fn•mnnt II' 'l'hr distam•e h<'t wet•n )Ielhoul'lle nud t.hl' • \ ntn rct ic mai nlaud j, 
about the ;;:unc as that which separates )lelhourne from Perth . \\' c are, i111lee1l, 
mucl1 closl'I' to the .\utarctic than is generallv realisecl. 

Thl• _\ttor1wy.Ge11cral spoke of the economic possihiliticll of tlw Antarctic. 
Unfortunately. I did not hear the fir:>t part of h1;; ;;pet>eh. n111l tlum•fore I do 
not know whether he stated that sir Edgeworth David mncle llll'Jll ion some Years 
ago of an t•11ormons t'oal-fielcl in the Ro;;;; !'<'<.'tor, which is alxmt 1,000 mile:s ·ion". 
and from ;rn lo _o mile~ wide, ancl descrihed it as the biggest unworkt•rl l·oal-lit•kl 
in the world. Other economic possibilities of the Antarctit' are rea:<onablv well 
known. 'l'hi,.: arcn i~ n frnitful whaling field. and tho::.e who have read Sir 
Dough\~ ).{nwson·~ reports are aware that one of tl1e great whaling cc>ntn•s of the 
.\ntilrctit· mny lw in this new Australian sel'tor. tlw otht'I' l\\fJ cenlrt•s being in 
the I•nlklnnd lslnnt!s ancl Ross Sea. The Ynlue of the,..c l'l·onornic possihilities can 
be cstimatl'd hy the fad that. while I was in London ('ot1m•<"tcd with thc> Antnrl't.ic 
:wtivitil'll, I was eonstant.lv asked if the Commonwt•alth <l0\'1.'t'nm<'nl would he 
open to m•gotiatio~ for t.lll: exploitation of our see~m· of the .t\ntnrl'tic in rcsp_ed 
of I'm, seal:::. pclag1~. fishm.g of the c5>as~. the fa1'.m111g. of foxes. and th<> c·ollc•<'tIOn 
of penquin l'ggs. I here 1s n definite interest m this sl'd<ll', and when we are 
readv to set nhout its economic exploitation we shall find mnny p1·ivntc cntcrprii;cs 
willi'ng to l·o-opcrnte with the ~ommonwealth 00\ernment. Inlm_id, this 
.\ntarl'li<' area is the grcate~t dc.;;;ert m the world . It 1s nu enormous n~frtgt>rator, 
millions of :square miles in extent, nn<l ditlicult. of course, to exploit for its 

minerals. 
II r. A. r;r1?e11: It i~ a high plateau. 

1'/r. c,,scv: It is a plateau rising to lll ,11~0 feet in hc~ght, and nlmost 
iuacc·e.<;sihle with the mean::. at present at our dt~po nl. But rn the futuro we 
mny he able quite well to c..;ploit that unlmowu and po,,sibly attmctivc geological 
field. The .Attornt•y·Gcneral (~Ir . Latham) referred to long-r~rng'? weather 
fon.-c•istincr which. for mnnv year.::. has been tl1e dream of mnny sCicntisls. One 
of t );ose ,~i10 wn" en rly to "sei~e ?n the po=.,sibility 2f such lcing-r~ngc weathl~r 
forc\'asting, :<o fc11· :h i_\u~traha is co~cernctl, was :--1r .Buhcrt \~1lkms, nn~ 1t 
has hcen the <lrcam of )11.;; hf c t~' see a _rmg of meteorological nnrl w1rcl~ss stnt1011s 
round the rim of the .Antarctic contrnent, for the pn.rpose o~ <.'ollootmg day. lo 
dav weather dntn to he sent to :-omc common c·cntri~ with tl.ie idea of fonx·astmg 
,. :athci· conditions at long range for the bendit of the c•o11t11w11t:.s of the southern 
l;~;nisJ>IH'!'e. i\s the .Attorncy-t":ene1:al hns snid. n wire!!' s stntio1.1 in th<: F:.dkland 
Jslnn< s depci11lcncy has t:1ke.n up. m rather a JllCl'l'.-mea_I fash1~111, t l11s ide:~ of 
hm•~- r:uigt• w1•nthc•r fol'ecaf:tltlg for the southern t 1p ol the South Anwl'lcan 

o. 
c:ontrncnt. 
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'l'h l · · · cousidcrah~· from e outer 01 11orllwm limits of th<' lnnrl- 10rne ice mt 1c.c: I 
'i~1r to rca1· nnrl it is s11rmii-t'd b\• till' llll'tl'ol'Ologisl that the nn!1un_l .;(>flH 
• 11 1 " 1 ' • · • " · 11 I • 1· · ·ti • 01· rndnl•dlv 011 t' 1 1 anu I ow ot tl11s tl't' hns som(' n pprcl'ra 1 11 w;11·111g, f 11 a: ) • • 
011r weather· C'011d11ions thn~ to :-;ix 111ouths aftl'r\\11rds. Thi:> theory has not .~·ct 
hl·en :-<dcntifi<'alh prnH·d 111· 1111i\'ersallv 1H'ct·ptc•11. li11l n 11urnhcr of_ m~·tc•orologisb 
of lOll:-;eqm•ll('l' l;lllt1•111I thnl there is 11 gn·at d1•al i11 it, nn<l that ll is worthy of 
consi d em lion . . 

.\s tlte .\ttorncy-Ucm•rnl has said. Xorwav is now n11d bas always l>~·cn 111 

the forefront of the exploitation of whaling throughout the wm:lcJ. fi~:'t 111 l~e 
Arctic region:; aud , ''hen that was worked out, in the .\ntcu;ctic. ~"\orway is 
hy far the 01·catest iudh·idual factor in the world 's whaling mdustry. Jt c·:~n 
be taken fo~ f!rnntt•d that Xo1·wecrian iutt•rc.: ts in whalirw in the Antardw will 
in no wa\' s~ITel' becausl• of th~ action of tht• Cornm~nwealth in aup1iring 
sovercill'nt\ O\"CI' this lnrgc scl'lor. 

Th~ reasons for the Commonwealth's action have been admirably COVC!'Cd by 
tlw Atlorne~ n~nl'rnl. J C'an conceive three prin<"ipal reasons. The first 1s that 
if we do not takl• this :-;cC'tor. and daim sovereignty over it. some oth~1· counlt:Y 
will. and it is unclouhtl'cllr to the benefit of Austrnlia to he in possession of this 
land surfnl·e, with its 1111k.nown potentialitic:-;, so close to our shores. T he second 
reason is that there an.• crnnomic possihilitic:; i11 thl· .\.utarcLic, the fulfilment 
of which i-s bv uo me11us distant. \\.hen till' world is re~tored to sonw sort of 
t-•1:011omic snnii_,., we shall prohahly be nhh· to lx•gin. without any gn•at clelny. the 
exploitation of the .\ntan:tic. and. as I han! said before, the people who lune 
had man~· years of e:xpcrienc.'l" of .\.rctil' conditions will he. willing and n•ady to 
co-operate with us. The third reason is that. thrrl' is the pos::;ibility of long-rnnge 
weather· fort>1•nsti11g. It is 1mnccs~;n~· to st 1·1•ss I hf• li1•upfit whid1 tlw .\m;tralinn 
pnston1l ancl agl'il'llltural i111lnstries woulcl n•1•1•in• if it C'Oulcl !)(' pl'cdil'tccl. 
i;ix months ahead. cwn i11 the most general INml" wlrnt sort of seasons we were 
likl•ly to e:xperie>uc.·c. T he foret•ast would 11ot, of 1·oursc, be spe(:ifk: hut en•u to 
know in gener;1l tcrrns that we wouhl hnw n cln· or wet seaso11. or that the 
southern part of the rnnti11ent would he \\C.'l nnd th.t' northern part 1hv. would be 
of c.,'Ousi dera blc h1·nl'fi t. · 

About si:-.: yt.'.ars a~o. when the :;\Iawson expedition wa8 being consiclcrccl, the 
eclito1· of the Loudon 'l'im '1S :mid to me : " I hope that one of these d:l\·~ we shnll 
lie able to write a le~din~ articlt> that we may call ' Australia, from the tropics to 
the pole.' " It is, 1 think. something to he pmu1l of that this cla\' has now 
arr i\'ed. • 

Dr ll alo11P1/ (~lelhourne) : Thrrc is ont• phast' of this question whil'h has 
not been touc·hed upo11 h,r prt•,·ious spcnkL•rs. It st•t•ms lo me that we shall give 
~omc of the st1·01w 11nlio11s of the Enst , who an• jcaloui;e of our possession of 
Australia. aud l'alrit a ,·m·:rnt land. a stronger elnim to this count1·\• if' W<' add to 
Olli' territory an llH':\ equal to that 01 \Vestl'l"ll ~\ustrnlia . I girn tht1 no\'l'l'lltlll'llt 
that warning. The Lt•agUl" of '\ations is 11111rh iu the nature of a oommi:ssiou, 
and its dilatory mcthods _remiud me of tlie 'dtty sn~·ing of n German ~cienti~t t.o 
the effect that if th1• Alnughty had placed the making of the earth in the hnnds of 
a commis!'ion. it would never bn,·e lieen built. The League of Xations has. up 
to date, cost .\us~ 1·:1lin _1:.100,_ono, and ~·et it took eig hteen months to cleci1h• that 
there was a war Ill Ch111a, snnply be<'ause .Japma had not ar lunlly dt•c·lnrcd wnr 
against that rnuutr~. ;:,ir ,John Simon m11d1• one an11011ncenwnt. :11111 then ran 
awav from it. Ile talkt•d like a lion , hut his action n~st•mhle1! that of n cat. I 
tha1ik the UO\crnmcnt fot· the plau of tht• . \11tardi1• tlrat has lwt•n pla1•cd i11 0111· 
hands. Two rntml's which appear ou it an· thmw of ~\mundsen and ~mll. Both 
men died thr death of heroes. Scott to sll\"l' his fPllm' comrarles and ..1\1111111dse11 
to :-;a,·e au Italian c:-,;plo1·l'l' who had pre\ iously trit•d to 1·oh him. Why f:hould not 
the uations of the \\Oriel c..'Otnliine togctht•r to gi\•e Aul'tralia a man<fote O\'l"I' the 
Antarl'tic rt>giou ! I would welcome sueh a mandate, hef'nu!'e it woulrl Pllaule u~ 
to p1·e!'er\'e fomLs of m1imal life there which arc at prc.;ent clisap/iearing hc..'CJtuse 
of the ruthless pursuit of men who traffic in the prodnets derivec from them. I 
rncall meeting at thP little island of .Mnc11unl'ie n man who held a leil!'e there. 
Ile was making money hv extracting fat from unfortunate penguins, whil'h were 
being killed in thou.;a111fs. This per:-011 snirl 111 mt' : " I must have oil. and I 
take it when· I t·1u1." I replied: " You ma~ prnfc:;:; to be a Christ i1111. but I 1lo 
not th ink that you am." I ha\'e st~n a motiou pit-tu re film Hhowing hutTt• 
leviathans of the sen hnsking uea1· the shore. The same sL"ene, shown t wc11ty-fn~r 
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~?""after, wa~ distre >h1g beyond wo1·d<. 1'othi~g bu~ ll1e hid°' hn<l il<'C1t tnkc11 
I «Ill Ill..., eJIOl!uous cr1•a1 u res, n nd t Le '""' •Jf t lte11· lxxhes had lw.ou left 10 I «t Oil 

the It cit. It """' n pict11rc of de olatio1t whiel1 C6uld be su rpa,..,d onlJ, J>erlmp , 
b;- th,• '<~Ile IPf t uf ter t lie sin ugh t er of me1t, wo111c1t n1td child"'" i1t pn 1 is of t' hi un 
by tLe Jap1u1esc troops. who h:H·c in\'ndcd that count!'\'. 

l . eo rne tly a ppcn I for 0<>1ne < 01t<id.,n tio1t of t hC po' ibili tv of scttin• up a 
conum_tk>c of ~he Leag~c o_f ~\tions to "llJ>en·isP this nrcn, nwh1ls hecnu~ l do 
not wish k• .g" c "")' 1ust1ficn!1~n 1-0 the. J>cople '!f easter1t couot1·ie< 10 d1M-ge 
A '."llnha ~ H It gre1.' I fo! n dd ll 1nua J t ••Tit OI} '. .JI t ha! ~'! n no.t loo ''""'" I 11< 'I'' 
tl1,1t the <,o,errr111e11t will 111ake 11 suC'l"ess ot Jb Ht:tJ\llJe« 111 the 1\11tan•tJl• 
I 'i '"Jl'''ci." I I'll~! that the cspeu oli t 11 re there " i II 11ot toe too g1·~a t. 1. ha 1 e '""'• 
expei·H•mp of l111\c1·111ne11t l'Xpe11J1tun.>, and I k11ow how c11s~· It 1s to /Hit• up co h;. 

,I/ r. 'l 'l1orb!J (Ca la 1·t•) : I cunl'?1·ntula te the Go, er1111w11t up1111 h:n iug mndc 
u1:1:a1Jgt•11.w11t!'i to ns~mnc re:;ponsihdit.v f?1· this tcnito1·.\. I hoJ><' I hat 011e rci::ult 
ot it~ dorng M> \\ill he that the• whalmg 1nclu!itr,Y, whieli rM1·~ ag-o \\a />1·ofi1:t11~· 
couductcd 011 llw .... outh mast of ~ew South Wales, will he 1·e-estahlil'! u•d. \\ l' 
know that, i11 l'Ollst'<JllClll'<' of the nr11·estri<"ted slnuahte1· of whale" at nil ::it'asons 
of the )'<>n I'. th~ i 11<111,11~" Jm, 1,..,,, p !'"<:' k-11 Ur <le,1, .. ;,; ""· l t ,ho11 l•I I•· i""'iJ.k. h,1 
JH'oper 1·cg11ln11011s, lo huild up this mdustn· a.,.a111. Hceenth. wJ1ill• I was at 
Tw,of old Bn;', I """ g•~a I 1,1' imp1'e<o<e<I hy ti1c ~1 fonnnt ;.,., gi"·eu lo me h,1• ol<l 
n•sHlt•nts of th<> \:l)ue of the whalin•T industl'\' tl1er<> in n•ars "one 11\. Jt SL'C111s 
that the i ndust r:· "·as tlest l'O,Vl'd by the rn·actin• adopte~I bv Xo1 weginn \\ halt•1·:
of p1·a1·til'ally nnnihilating e,·el'~' school of whafos that et1111c within sight of <iur 
coa,.;t. ft should ht• po,..,.,ible ;;o lo regulnte thi:-J inclust1·y :i,.. to make it p<'r·ruanentl) profitn !Jle. 

I :-u~gt~st to the <1m·crnrnPnt that :<tep~ should he taken lo t:Oll!:olidnte the 
two area.~ shown 011 tht• rnnp which \\ilJ come u11dc1· our control. . .t\t JH·eHmt they 
nrc di, idcd hy a flnrr·uw stl'ijl of territory whil'h is a FrencJi dcp1mdc11c.'·· Sul'eh 
some arrangei11e11t l'OulcJ be m:1de to ewhnn2e part of 0111· territory for tlic I'rt•11t h 
te1Titory, ·o tl111t tJ1e nrens for whieh we arc respon ... ibll' rould be co11 olidated. 

Jfr. Colli11~: (II umc) : I al~o cougra tu late tlic Go,·e1·1m1t•11t u pou h:l\ iug 
iutrodtwed this Dill. Like the houourable memher fo1· Unlnn· (1'11·. Tl1ol'by), 
I hope that an al'raugcmcut may be mnde for an exchaui.re of part of 0111· tenito1y 
for the Fnmch tern to1:\' ho" u on the map, :-o that ou 1· ll'tTi fol',\' 111:1.r he 
<tdmiuistt>l'ed more dlicir·ntl,r and Cl·ouomically. 1 hope, also. tliat tl1c result of 
thi:; nctio11 hv tht• (;11\pru111c11t will he that the whalinl! indnf:tn, refer1·pd toll\' 
the honom·al;le m<'mhcr fur Calnre, will be rcviH·d. "'Thi!- should leucl to the 
emplo\'lne11t of' a 1111111he1· of ,rou11g An .. tralinns in an industr.'· whieh would l<'l1d 
to deYelop in tlti .... 1·011nt1·\• a liking for a seafarin~ life. 111 this wa.'' wt• should ht• 
able lo build up our wn'.al strt>ngth. lt is highly <lesir·aulc. in my opi11io11, thnt 
the na\·al arm of 0111· dc>fc111•1• fo1·t·cs should he slre11gtlw11ed. Whatewr muy he 
the 1·csult of tht> Disa1·111aml'nl Co11fereIJl't'. I heliern that it i::; lik<'ly thnt some 
time iu the future we 11111v he olilig1•<l to dl'fend this islirnd cont i11e11t. lu \'icw of 
the fact tlwt the tcnito1~,. of 1·1·rtnin naLiou,;; in the• 'Fnr Cast is so O\ t>rcrowdcd 
that people l11He ll) liw 1)11 l'lltl~ on ri,·ers and hnrbours. wJ1ilc we lul\e uot 011c 
per:;on to the square mile in .An:;t!'flli:~. Wt' m_ust expect tlint, if c\·cr t~1e League of 
Natious is callt>d upon to detern1111e rn1p~rtrnl~.'· \\:hcther ,.._.<' nr<' cr!tHlcd. ti;i ho~d 
this oTcat c•ont inent under present cond1t1ou .. , 1t w:ill find difficulty rn dccalrng rn our fu ,·our. 

Quc::;lion r~ofred in tl1c nlfirmnti,·e. 

Rill rend a scc:l()nd time, and reported from committee without amendment. 
!Jy loart-report ndopted. nnd Bill 1-ead a tl1ird tiruc 

(3) 
Ertract from Commonwealth of Au~tmlin Pnrlinmeutary Debates ,\o 12 of 

.June I. 1933. 

~\ USTJ(Af,IAX A?i."TARCTIC TEHRITORY .Ar.f'EPTANCE BILL. 

(8eC'ond Reading.) 
Snwtor Sir r:eorge Pearce (Westel'll Australia, I move 

Thnt the Bill he uow read a Sl'cond time. 
(809 l'-1 J 

,\Ii nister fo1· .Def cncc): 
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'l,'his measure is rwn-oontentious in character. Tts ohjoct is to _cnn}>le tbj; 
< om.m~11we~lth to accept, in accordance with ~ctio11 122 of tlic Const1tutl'&. the 
ndm1111stmt10n of the Au~trnliau Antarctic Territorv. W 

On the 7th .Februnrv Inst an Order in Council ,\·as mndc aflinning that. His 
Mnjc.sty the King has so\'ert•ign rights O\'er the AnUirctic tcr1·itory, other than 
Addie Laud, som h of no de(J'r~ ;-.outh nn1l bet ween If)() degrees cast and 
45 de~rccs cast, and placing tb

0
at territot): under t.bc n.uthority of tl1c Cornmon

wenlth from the date when the nccessarv leg1slnt1on wns passed by the 
Common wen Ith J>nrlimuent. · 

The arcn rcfcned to i:- :-;hown on the -.mnll mnp which hns been prepared for 
tlw information of honourable ::;enator,;, and is n•1u·rnluee<l on p. 195:3 of the 
/J1'b11tes. It. will he :-ecn thnt it indur1e:i the eastern part of (Jm'<'ll ~laud Land, 
Enderby Land, Kemp Land. ~lnl'Robert~on Land, La1·s Chrbtensen Land. 
J>rinecs"s 1-:tizabeth Laud. Queen :.\Iarv Larnl. Kno'\. Land. Banrnrc Land. Wilkes 
Land, King Ocot·ge Y Land and OatC." Lane!. and l'ettai11 small i:;lands lying off 
the toast. The name · • Bauza re." I point out, is not a vill'intion of the .Japanese 
word of 1H'l'iam11tio11, but is derived from the c·omui11atio11 of tlw initinl letters in 
" Brifo;h and ~cw Zealand .\ntarctic Researd1 Ex peel it ion.'· whil1h found and 
named the piCl'C of land to whil.'h it is attad1ed. End<'1·hy Land wns discovered 
ns long ago as 18:H hv a British sealer named .John Bisc<1t'. Two years later 
another British seall'1: named Kemp disc·ove1·ed the lnncl whit•h now hears his 
name. In 1902 the .Australian Antarctit' Exp('ditio11 explored and named \Vilkes 
Land. Kin~ George V Land and Queen .Mary Land. The British, 4\ustralian 
and New Zealand Antarctic Research Expedition of rn:.W :m nud 1930-31 
explored. during th<'~ two :-:ea:;ons. the grealt'r pa rt nf the 8P<·tor, inelu<ling 
l~nderhy Land an1I Kemr Land, new al'ca:; which it na11wd ~IacHohcrbon Land. 
Prirwess Eli7.ah...th I.am and Queen .Mary Land. a new land li11ki11~ K11ox and 
Wilke::: Lands. which it named Banzare Land , and King George Y Land. 

Foreign rli:;coYeries in the area have hecn that of Knox Land. in 1840. by 
Captain (;t•orge Wilke.!', of the United :-itate:; na,y. nnd. in l!)O;?, that of the 
Gmts:'herg i11 whnt i~ now Queen )fary Lane! hy the German Antarl'tit· 
Expedition. In ,Janunry 19:10 the :\orweginn l'aptain, Hiiser I..ar~n, in the 
i\'orr,.,yia, do:;ely following the Discorny. visited the nr<'ll west of Enclerhy Land. 
mul gave it the name of Qu<*'n )faud's Land, nncl in rn:JJ thl' l'nptain of another 
Norwegian ve. sel. the Torlyn. ga,·e the nnme Lai·~ Christensen Land to an area 
ht'twe<>n :.\fal'Hohl•rtF:ou Land and Prim·e:;;s Elizabeth Land , whil'h the /Jiscon•ry 
had explort>d some rlays before. The.;e names. it will he noted. we are retaining 
on om· map. 

The reason for asking the ~enate to agree to this Bill is that the whaling 
seasou is apprond1ing. and. while the Government of ".'\ew Zl•alancl is providing 
for the ndmmbtration of its area in the Aulal'l'lil·. and till' British Uo\'ernment 
hns taken act ion for thE.' ndmi nistriltion of t lie area sont h of tll<' Falkland Islands. 
Australia hn~ no administration for the remaini11g area. There is an inter-
11ationnl agreement for the regulation of whaling in onlc>r to pre\'ent the 
extimtion of the:-e vahrnhle animals. 

The growth of the whaling indust1·y and tllc matt<•r of its l'<'gulntio11, the 
pre~lll'l' of 11umhers of w"~el!=: ever\' season in Antan'tic· waters. nncl the need for 
wml' pl'otection of other _\ntarctie.fauna and hird:', if they were not to he killed 
off incliscriminatcly for the -;ake of tl1e frc:-h food their flesh nnd t•ggs prO\·ided 
for whaler:', or for the oil that l'Ould be extracted from them, all emphasised the 
nl't.~<l for some 11dmini:-;tratiou of the~ areas .\CX'ordinvlv. in IUO"' the .. ntarctic 
territorv "outh (1f the Fnlklanrl bland" wa.c; placed un~cr the administration of 
that G<;lony, anrl ordinance:; were i,-sued for the regulation of whaling and the 
licen--ing of whaler:::. In 1923 the Ro'" JJependeney, comprising the nrca round 
the Ro:;;; Sea, wa ... placed under the ndminii;trntion of New Zenlnnd, nnd similar 
measures tnkt'll for the regulation of whnling there. In t\ovcmhcr Hl24 tlit' 
Frt.>nl'h ( im·ernment i:':::uecl n decree placing . \clelie Lnncl under the admini:-tra
:tion of the .French Colony of Ma<lngascnr. This land hnd been discm·ered bv 
n Frenehmnn, Cnptniu Dumont d'Urv:ille, in .January 1 40. The Britisf1 
Gover11ment hnd lnl'itly rt>cognised the Frenl'!1 claim to Adelit• Land in 1911 
and 191:J. 

The nnnexat ion hy Irnnce of Adelie Land l'alled nttellt io11 to tht' unsatisfne
torv position, from the Australian point of view, with rcgarcl to tht• Antarctic• 
regions :::outh of .Australia, and in rn:z;; ll cluputat ion from thu Amit ralian 
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~n~~~ Bl l~<>-scard1 ~ou!1cil 11rg1•d 011 the then Pmnc :\lini tc1, the Hiaht. Hou. 
\ · ·. !~1ce. tl~nt snn<.'tiou he sou,;;ht fol' the nclministrntion Ii) Austrnfia of the 
J. ntnrc·tic contrnent hctwoen llO ctegree:; east and 1130 deg1ecs ~1st. The matte•· 
wns l t::.cus. ... ~d nt the l mperial l 'onfcrenc.e of 19:!6, nud the report of the c<mf <>r'em-e 
pl~ced ou l ~'Cord thnt there were cert.am area" to whid1 n British t itlc nlt·t>rtol) 
ex:1slcd b~ nrtue of di&•o,·c1')', including Enderliv Lnnd. K1•111p Lnnd. Queen \lnrv 
Luu<l, th1• nrca_wl11ch he to the w1• t nl' .\dclie Land, nnd wliich. on its tliS<.'OHlJ'\• 
h~\: the ~\ustrnl~nn .\utnrctic Expc-dition in Hl12, was denominntc<l 'Wilke Lund, 
h.rng l•c-orgt• \ Land and Oat11s Land .\lemmhil<>, whalirw cntl'qll'iscs. luni11g 
to some <•xtent Jloliart ns a port of departure, Wt'l'f' loc•gi11nfiia to oprmtc in tlie 
area. n111l thnt mndc th1• mattt>t' of its achniuistraticm more ai~I more lll'"Cllt. 

r 11 rn::.t' llw C0111111or1 Wl'alth (~m·emment dc<·icleci that t la· t imt• hn/'('(J111t• I (I 
n~~ke n mo~·1• tliomugh c;ploni~i~n of t]1.e whole Au.strnhan scdor. 111 nmju11di11n 
wll.h the C1mel'llmcnt ol the l 111t<'d l\.lll"Jom and \cw %C'ala11d . and g<•m•rnu~h
ass1sted l!Y. cc1tni11 prirntl' in<lividunls. i~ particulai S11· ~l:wL>bc1·so11 HoliPrlsor;, 
~n exp<'d1t1on wa~ hltt•cl ~mt. whid1. under the leadership of Sir Douglas ~l:twson 
lll the Rn.val t'C.Sl'lll"t·h sl11p Disrol't'ry, explored the greater portio11 of till' :.;t•ct01· 
bet ween mo degrees ea~t n 11cl 45 dt>gr<.>es east. In the co11 rst• of t host• t \\ o st•as1111s 
Si1: _Douglas .\.lawson J>l'()('lnimed, 011 rnrious ()(·t·nsions and at ntrinu:- poi11t"', 
Bnt1sh SO\'l'J'e1g11ty 0\"l'l' th1• whole area between ~;} tleuree..; aJHl mo degrflt•s 
e\. ·e\>t . \dt•lie I.awl. One of the poiuts nt whi<'l1 thit was dmw wns nt the 
"cul in monolith. nnd another wns nt Cape Bruce, so associating the Inst two 
P1 nc ~Ii11isters with tl1<• hist<H'\. of th<' territol'\'. 

Prnm the l\Ustrnhn11 point ,',r 'icw. there are good l't'ason fo.- fiC.'C'Cpting the 
ndmini:<trntion of t ht> m·('n It ha.s a con,.idemble net uni nncl pott•ntinl economie 
importnnL't". I 'nrt~ of it h:n-c nll'end~· been tJ1p scene of 11uportnnt whaling 
enterprises. nud there is rca,-on to hclie,·e that fur-IX'nring ani111nls and some of 
the h1 rd lif c c·ould ht> dew loped economically. Bnt, if such economie deH~lopmcnt 
is to takl' place without risking the total extinction of these crentnrcs. thc1·c mu::;t 
be ,.;orne rcgnlntion of the industries. nnd, oll\'iously. there mu-.t hP i:ornP authorit\ 
chn rged with the cnf tn·r.-.ment of this and <Jther i·egulat ions. 1 n tl1t• a rca soutl1 
of .\ustl'alia thi:: should bt• the dutY of the Commonwealth Ciml't'JllllPllt. As th1• 
last thl'l'<' C'o111111011wcnlth Gmernu1enb linve all 1.l'Pll corwer11Pd in the tagc~ 
prelirni11ary to the Jll'l'sPlll step. there :,;huuld be general support for· tlw Hill. It 
may OC't"lll' t.o honom·ahle ~enntor:; thnL tlie administration uf this trrritory might 
inYohe .\ust1·alin in cousidemhle ••xpeni>c. I unclerstnnd that thal will 11ot he su. 
The expe1·il'lll'l' of tht• Cimel'llment of l\ew Zeal;rnd, u/>ou wl11d1 \\'\' slinll lan~rh 
ba:-e our nwthods, is tl111t wlialing n•ssels working in t 1c XC'w Z<'nlancl Hl'l':l 11i<1k.r 
certain por·ts in S1•w Zcalnucl tl1eir base, and. ns Hobart is lh<' lllost 1·m1n•11it·11t 
arnl eeonomic point from which whaling ships e;rn be operated i11 our Hl'<'n, it il.' 
expected that that port will he tht• base for this tenitory. \Yithout g1·t•at l'Ost 
we shnll hl• alilc to regnlntc, awl ,;uhject to a n•rtain amount of l'011tml, the 
whalinv- in1l11st1·,· in the aren, so fulfilling the international ohli~atiou into \\hich 
we hn\~ entcrnti. thnt of cndenrnu1·ing to safegtttu·d the 11at1n~ a11i111nls from 
extinction . 

.'e1111tor /JrtrnN~ {Victoria): I have no opposition to offer tQ this lHll. It. 
,,ould appear thnt tl11 s territory is another additio!1 to the vnst Ell_lpire of which 
we form n part. I ns.,mne t hn.t the l;o,·erm~en.t.. hke mo~t of u.s. 1s mo~·e or le"s 
iu a state of ignorance concern mg t~e pot.e11tiah~1e" ?f th1~ terr1tor) .. Certnmly, 
honorable "enato1·::- are placed at n d1.;advanta~c m discus. rng the subJcct, ns the\ 
have not rcceh·cd ,·er)' much i!1formation upon it. .N'o doubt the (:01mno11wealth 
r;0 ,·emmcnt will exact a rcrtnm amount of re,·enue from the a1ca rn the form of 
rornlties. I should like the :Mini ·ter to !:!ive some rndication of what the attitude 
o( the Uovcrnmcut would Ix- if a ... u~gestiou were made that the terms of the 
Na' igntion Act should be npplit~ in the '"aters o_f t~i~ territor~ .. Probably !l g?<Jd 
many people will _be employed m the .\utar?t1~ m ~be whnlmg and ~h1pp111g 
i11dust rics at t•.ertn m seasons of the year. nnd it 1s desirable t.hnt we should safe· 
guard tlwir intcn•i;ts, for they will_ neces..;arily he. engaged in arduous aud t~·\'ing 
work. If an nssurm1ce could be gl\·en that the mten•st!': of these people "ill ht• 
ade<lnntely protected, and that they will n~t he e;.1llet~ upon to su1Te1· unnecesflary 
hare ships, I should fet•l somewhat more ~at1sfied 111 mmd. 

Se;ir1tor (,'ollin!f:; (Quecns~aucl): We <~re, a:; u~ual. h;iug asked to d'.J :-;omo
thing in a hurry, 011 tolnlly mndequalt• 10fonnatto11. ~o houournhle ~enator, 
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including the Lender of the ~cnatc (:'e1rntor Pt>acc), ''ho i11trod11ccd . • Bil_l, 
knO\\S \er,· much nhout the implic:uious of tlii:; mcnsme. When n Hill of tins 
d.c~crip.tioi1 is ~uhmittcd toll" for apprornl, ,~c should hn\c set out for our con
s1dcr'!t1011. the exact liabilities of :~.u:;trulin in rt•spcct of it. W~111t arc our 
functions rn tins te1T1tor) t-0 be! \\'ho is to 11isdwr~c those fu11ct1011s, nod at 
\\hnt cost to the• l'ommonwc:llth 1 \\'hnt machill(_•r\ 1s propo cd to ennhle the 
\\Ork of ailmini:-trntiou to he performed there? It; there a likelihood of our 
nccr•ptH11ce of this territory bringing us into conflict "ith otht•r intcrnsts: .nu~l, if 
so. \\ hnt dewlopment..: are hkl'l\• tQ tollow ! 'l'lw statt'lllt'llt thnt tin:-: •~ a 
machinc1y me:isun• i,,, not sunieient. \Ve arc told that our a1·ccptu11cc of thi~ 
lt't"l'ito1·y will ndd s1>mcthin~ to the ~rcat Emptn' of wlii<'h we form a part. ~uch 
\\ords :in• po::;ithcl) 111ea1111wle:-;s to me. I \\ant to know (''\al'lly whnt we are 
t•xpet'lt•d to do \\ith this tcrrit-01-Y. and how wt• arc c'\pccted to do it. I am not in 
a po~itio11 to giYe an i11tclligent Yote 011 the measttrt', 11or i:; an~· otlwr hononl'ahle 
~enat01·. I. thcn•forc, ask the \fi11ister to withdraw the Bill until lw is in a 
11ositio11 to ful'nish the> ~enate with full and eomplcte information in regard to it. 

'it 11n/or Sir Grorye Prarce: J am in that position uow. 

S111ator ('oll111!fS: I am quite prepared to agrt'c to tlw withdrawn! of the 
Bill for the time beinK. to enable the ~Iinister to prt>pnrc for us the information 
whid1 lw says he ha::; available. 

Snt,lfor .lfoclJonolrl (Queensland) : I also prntt•st agai11:;t the suhmi~sion of 
this Bill to the :'enate \\ith so little information. \Ye do not know where we are. 
This i~. appan:intly. an importa11t Bill . I f:Uppoo::t> I rp:ul ns many 11ew~papers as 
.am· othc1· honourable Senat-Or. Some little time ago I n•ad se,·cral pres~ articles 
rcgardin~ a di:tTl•rent·c of opm1on as to who nctually should own the .Antarctic 
n•gion. I bt'.'lil•\e thnt there was ,.:0111e difficult\' i11 rcgar<l to :Nonvay, and that 
rcprc.->t·utations wcl'c made becaul'e of Norwegian c>xplorntion:-: and whaling 
interests. I hrn·e not a \ery clear rec·ollection of the co11tc11ts of the uewspaper 
n1·ticle,.: to whkh r have referred. but l remember euough to reali~e that we are 
dealing with a 'ery important subject. We should not he l'X/>el'l.ed to pa:;s this 
Hill at a moment's notice. l agree with the suggestion that t 1e consideration of 
the me:\sllt't' should be adjourned until additioual infol'mation is provided for u~ . 

• V1lf1lor n• llallomn (:South Australia): ~lv objN•tion to this Bill is based 
upo11 other consi<lernt ions than those mentionC'd h~· the t h1·c•e honourable f;enators 
who have \>rl'C'l'<lt•cl me in this discussion ".hilc I shall not register strong 
<li~app1·orn of the method by which Austrnhan sovel'cignty mer this land is to 
he implcme11tcd. I chl'cct the attention of the ~cnatc to the faet that we are once 
more hein~ asked to do something which will increase the power of the Executive 
(1vc1· P nrltarncnt. This Bill contains three clauses of whic•h the 1·cally important 
one is clause :i. fo1· it contains the pro\'ision that tht• Uovcmor llcneral. ncting on 
the :Hh'i<'e of his )lini:-tC'rs, may make regulations for the lOlllrol of thii-1 :iren. It 
"ill he compt•tcnt. if thi" clau:;e is agreed to, for tliis or any snrcccding Coveru-
1111·nt to make n•gulations respecting ~nbjt>cts which may 01· may 1101 be con11ectcd 
with th1• l'Ontrol ~,f this territor~·. It i,., possible. ns ment inned hy till' leadc>r of the 
Opposition, thnt we may be brought into difficulties 1"C'Sp1-cting the application 
of tlw Na\'igatio11 .Al't. International complirntions, uch ns tho c reft.rrcd to hy 
~t•1wtol' <'olliug:: anti ::'.ienator )fncDonald, may also arise. Very little is known 
dl'finit1•ly n•gnrdiug the area which we arc ai.k~d to po sess, hut we know that it 
is visited perio<licnllr hy those engaged primarily in the whaling industry. Jt 
mav 11ot he pral'til'ahle for the Government to introduce n comprehensi\'e measure 
to ;leal with the c,'Ontrol <>f this territory. but we should at least know whnt we 
nrc committing .\n..:tralia to. I hope that the Minister, in his rC'ply, will furnish 
us with much fnller information than he ga\e us in his second-reading speech. 

Senator R11e (Xew South Wales) : I also think that we should have more 
information on this snhject, particularly as to \\helhcl' thP stated object of our 
1m·epta11cc of sm·ert>ignty ove.r thi~ part of the Antarctic l'il'cle, whieh i~ the 
protl·~tion of whale~ from e:xterminatio11. is likely tn he arhic\e1l 

.\ n1n tor Elliott: Whn lcs ha Ye !teen t'Xter111i11ated from the .i\ rct it• rt'gion . 

• v•11alor Rn1•: Tt i:; ,·en· likeh· thnt thev will nlso b<' <'XtNminat1•d from the 
A11tan tit\ a11d so, too. llHl): the o"ther animnl and hird life there. ls there any 
guarantee that our acl'cptance of sovereignty over this area will dn anything tf') 



protect the,1t~lthc faunn 1 O~hcr 11:1tions lia\·e takm! posse~ io11 of cel'taiu port.ions 
of ~l regions .. On glnnc111g nt the map supl>ltcd to ho110111·nblc :'cnato1is, J 
~ot1l'e hnt a .cons11lcrnblc nn•n has becu nttachcc lo the Falkland I lands 111 the 
:-;011~h Atlnnt!c, nnd nnother 1.n.rge portion lies oppo. itc the southern encl of the 
African eoutrncnt.. Australin, a:- usual, has obtained the lal'S'CSl area. lts 
dep(•11clcncy cxtc-ncls from the ~:>~h to the l(j0th lines of cast long1tudc. We have 
!iad 110 ·l~1tl'mcut from tJ1c _)11111:-;tel' .as to th~ area of OUI' 11ew po~scssion. It is 
~ntcrs_ooled oy n IUll'l'O\\ st1'1p of territory wluch cmhraecs Adclie Lnnd. and thi~ 
t::; a} l'c~1ch dependency. Adjoining the .\u5tralia11 dt.>pcnclcucy is nnotl1c1 l11l"e 
area wh1cl1 ha h('t.'11 attt1cllC'd to .New %C'flland. It was stated recc11tly in li1P eal~e 
news, tha~ Xon'a)" ha~! a pol'lio11 of these i:<'gion:; allocat1•d to hPt'. 'r f so, quite a 
nutnher <>! muntncs , .. ·111 h~,·c scpnr~te portions of th<>se l'Pgious 11111lt•r tllt'i1· S\\ay: 
huL I ue~Jl'l' tr! lrnow 110w. Ill t!wse Cll'<'UlllstelllC'es it will he po-:sil1Jp to Jll'C\Cll( die 
rlcstrnct1011 ot the whalmg 111clustrv How l'Hll l11l'f'I' lw l'Ollll11011 :l"n•1•111t•11t 
hctw<>1•11 .the t·orn11111nitit•s a11d 11ati<~n~ iutc1·ested in thci:;e regions 1111lt•ss they 
~·on for w1 th <>Ill' _a 11ot h~·r and mn kc a JOlll t. n rra nge111e11 t ! '!'ht• Frctll'h dcpe11dP11c~ 
ts n nal'l'ow strip wl11ch cxl<•nch; lo the :-jouth Pole. If tlrnt 11ntio11 uruli·rtook 
whaling l'Xpc>cli~i1111s, hO\~· "Yuld it he pos~!lile to keep the Fn•rn·h, 01· :111y one of 
the M'H'ral 11:1t1ouals. w1th111 the bounclanes of thcfr own lt•nitorics { Wl1at 
method \\ot!ld h(• adopted to pl'cvent the l'egulations framed hy thP \':u•ious 1111tio11s 
from el~1sl1111~ ~ 01_1r men• a~eeptance of sov.ereiguty rn-cr a yortion ot' the 
. \.!1tarctw rt>g1.011s ~'ill d~ notl1111g e.xrept. po:-~tl!ly, ca1.1sl' compl1<:ated rel:H1011s 
with otl~m; ll<ttw.us 111tl~e1uturc. 'V1t~ the a~d1t10n of its .A11tal'l't1c t~epende1wy, 
.Au:-t1·:~ha ::; tt•1T1 lnry "111 extend pl'al'ttcnlly 1 roni the t'quntor to t hC' ::-onlh f>ole, 
nnd will be Olll' of thl• lnl'!!e:-t areas uutler tbe control of am· Power . I 5npposc 
that not a single huuwu i11)111hi1mit j,.. to be fouud in our .\.ntnn:til' <leperulcnc\' nt 
the present time. • 

• 'e11<lfor J/acDon11lrl: ff gold were di,,co,·ered in that rcg1011, it would "0011 
he populated. 

'I r1tor Ua" \ doubt. but 1 wish to know how it is po:-i:ihle to contrnl the 
op~rn non,.; of ex p1 d ems in :jCl\rch of whale:-. and ,,t>a ls, a ud to con fin<' their 
acth ities to their ow:n :u·cas. 

Sfnator !Jro1r11 (Quecmslnnd): I should like to know under who:;c jnl'isdil'tion 
the rcg1011s i11rlkntt•d 011 tlic map h,· the uneoloureu :-;edors t•omc. ;-;omc time ago, 
I read certai11 stat1•me11t:; nhout the Antarctie in tht:> press of tlw Unitrd Stn lt•i. of 
America. and it was said that the Uo,·ernment of that country shonltl take action 
to obtain t•outrol of :-;nmc of the . .::e regions. Ha~ the leadcl' of the Um·ernmcnL 
uny infonnal im1 011 that 111nt1cr ! The cxplornri-; of Nor\\ ay hn\'c plnyc<l au 
imj>0rla11t part in disoo\'cries in the Antarctic. What i::; the opi11io11 of thnt 
count1'\" with r1mard to Au::-trnlin assuming contrnl of a portion of the~t' region:;! 
It :-et•r'i1s to 111cMthnt thP C:mcrnur~(;e11eral will ha\'c complete t·ontr·ol on~1· the 
Austmli:111 clcp<'11<le11c~. hcC'nu~e he" ill ha\'e powe1· to mu kc ordinances l't'gardi11g 
it. awl I am afrni•I that tlw pre.Put < :ovcrnmrut may :111tagonisc the C :ovcrn111c11t.s 
of othl'r t:ot111tric:-; "hich urc i11terc,,tcd iu the"P re~ions. l\Torc time should he 
allowed foi- the di,..1·118si1111 of this matter. ,..o that ndditional information upon ll 
ma) he supplied hy tl1e Lender of the GO\'emm1~nt. 

,)rn1.1tor />w!/ne ('l'tll'ima11in) : I agree witb those honourable :'enntors \\ho 
couteml th:11 it as tlesil'abll' lo obtain additional information 011 this important 
matter. r happen to kllO\\ a litth' ahout tl1e exploitation of tht> .\ntnrct1c region:> 
ll\· the .:\orwegian \\hnlin~ Companie~. nud [ cm1 make a fair e,tnnntc of the 
ainount ot wealth that tlH~\ haw Wl'C ... ted from thi:s portion of the globe during 
l'CCX'nt renr:-. It appears that the\· ha'e exploited this tea l'iton· to such au extent 
that th"m· haw \"Ol1111tnl'ily decirled to ha\e n clo-.e ,,eason for n period. in order to 
pre' ent 

0

the dc:-truct io11 of the source of their cnormou"' profit. No vis.it has been 
paid to tlicse rt•giun~ in the last year 01· t\\O by the .Xornegian whnli11g fleet. .I 
rt'('all that, u frw yee1rs ago. thi ... Hect wu~ fitted ont m the port of IIobart. and 1t 
t·ompri:-t•d n la1·g1• mother- or factory.;;Jup :rnd ho. LS of smnllP.r craft k110\\ll ni; 
cha:.-crs. lt hns bc~·11 lilted out at Hobart on se,ernl occn:;ions. I 1111clcrstaud 
that tlit> operntions i11 the l\11tn1"Ctic :>Cas ~\-ere so p;ofitabll• that ti!<' vn,lu~ of lht• 
oil take11 on-1· the last yca1· or two runs rnto C'onsHh•rnhly 1J\'l'r tl million. It 
would b<• possihlo for tlw ,;\lini:,tcr to obtain more aet•urate i11for111atio11 than can 
be supplied to-day with regard lo the profit:; of this flct•t. 

[8f>9 r- t n ~ 
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.• uator s;,. 1,'l'orur Pt?arcr: One eomp:m) is said to hn\e mndc a p it of 
ucnrl) £5011,1100. • 

. 'e11ator 1'11y11r: In nil probnbiht\' thnt tntcment is correct. ~lam· diffi-
culties nr1:;c in connexion with the propo.:;nJ that l\ust!nlin should .take O?Dtrol 
owr n lnrg<' nr<'a in the Antarctic regions. becauSt' \Cr\' httlc revenue 1 obtamnhle 
by doiug so . 

• cnator .'\ir fr'eory1> /11arce: Thnt 1~ not dcmonstrntcd hy Xe1 / tlaml':; 
c:-;:pcrience. 

St'nator J>oyr/I: '1'111.> )lini>.ter «a\e us 110 infor111atioJ1 n•gnHli11g the n·,·cmie 
11btai11cd h\· Sc,~· Zl'aln11d from the~ rc<:rions. hut I aJ.{n·c with tlit• ~lini:;t.cr that 
~rmte forrn~nf c1111trol :-l1ould he exerci:'e~I In· .\n:-trnlia, in rn11jum·tio11 with .:\ew 
Zl•alnnd, to pn'H'lll tl1e cxploitatiou of the "whaling indu:;try. · I su~gc:;t that the 
l\lint~ll'I' should po:-tponc tht• t·onsideration of the Hill for a plH"l?d• to enable 
fnl'tlwr information to he ohtaiued on the 111altt'I'. I ltnw not Lhl· 1>l1ghtl•sl doubt 
that su hst•quen l I,\' t Ill' Bill will be ngrel.'cl to. I F-nggpst that the d('ba tc be 
adjonrnl'd in ordt•r that fullel' iufonnatiou ma,\' be 111ncll1 a\'ailnhle lo honourable 
::icna tors. 

8111111!01 .'>ir (;eor!te Pf11rcr: There is no 11cccss1l,\" for that. 

::>e1,,tfor 1'11.11111>: It ''°uld help us if the Minister were to give us further 
i 11 fonnn t ion. 

::it 1111tor .'iir fit>orrfl' Penrcl! ("restern Australia, .\Iinistcr for llcfC'nce): I 
curtnilC!d my rem:uk~ 'beC':iu~e 1 thought thnt the nd\·n11tngt.::; to .\ustralin from 
thi~ lcgi:-lntion Wl'l'C 'o ubdou~. I l·ould haYe giHm much more detailed infor
mntiou thun I g:we. hnd J thuught that honour.1ble :::icnators desired it. 

111 reply to :::ic11ato1· Barnes. I ha,·e to :-.ay thnt the X:wigntion .\ct will not 
apply automatically to thi,; territory anv more than to other .tcrritorie."' under the 
control of the l 'ommonwealth. It could, howe,·er, be applll'cl by the Common
wealth IQ any of the:,{' tcrritorie::> . 

. cuator n• t folloran. ·would that be dune hr onlin:rnc1· ! 

Sowtor ,\ir (;t.orye Pean·e: Yes. ~euator Colli11gs asked who would be 
re-.pvu:;iblc for the achnin1stration of the territory. 'J'lw < 'ommomH•alth would 
he 1·t•sp11u,;iblc. It will di:;chargc it:; re:-pousihilit ies i11 regard to tlus territory 
in cxtHth• the snnH· \\H)' that it does in relation to ~Ol'folk J:;land mul \t•w Guinea. 
Ll•gislalto11 will he by menus of or<linnnccs. and. i11 lltl' ah~1·u1·c of ,llJ~ form of 
lo\':~l gmc1•11111PllC, the l 'ommonwealth will administer the tcnitory through the 
ordmn1·y dl'J>:ll'l111e11ts· matter:; under the head of external allnirs w ill bt~ dealt 
\\ith hy .thl• l•~xtt•rnal .Afiairs Dep:ulme11L, and the regulation of wh:tling by the 
uppropl'lalt' { 011111wm,·ealth department. :\o new dt•J>:ll'tmcnt ''ill 11c•ed to be 
:;ct up. 

Senrtlor f'olli11!1~: \Ve cannot :;a\"e the life of a whale b) au ordi11nnl·c mad<.! 
in Co.111bt•rrn, u11Je,.s t he1·e i:; someone to :;upcn ise it. 

• ..;a/lllor • .:::ir r;eorae PN1rce: The pursuit of \\hales in the Hoss ::'ea i,; rcrru-
lnted through a I :ovei·nmcnt department in Xcw %ealnnd ~\ustrnlin ran ~ct 
.:::imilnrk 

.\t "this junctun· it is not po:;,;ible to give am· accurnte e ·timnte of the cost 
in\'ohecl; but I nm informed that when the products of the whnling industry were 
mor~ [' rofita blt• than they are now, Xew Zealand coH•red all expC'nscs, nnd, in 
atlu1t1<m. 111ndc n profit of nbout £10.00(1 a yenr. Jn \lcw of the fnll in the prico 
of whnliug products, it 1 probable that Xew Zealnnd is 11ow doiug little more 
t hau pay i 11g ex pen:;es. 

~e11atur Hlliott: Was that nccomplishcd by means of a lc\'y of 2C1. 6d. on cYery 
l'nsk of oil ? 

.'>cnator $ir < ,• rOUJf'. l'earct : It 'rn" done hy mea11i:. of liee11ct•s. 
1 now ltn \'C the figurn-: relntrn~ to the Falkl:md I sJa11ds adrni1ii~1 rat iou. The\' 

,..how a n·~e~1ue of C4~.llfl0 and au ~xpenditure of t:ll,0011 during 1931-a de:ir 
profit of l: I 1,01111 111 l !1.U after speuchng a w11~1<IL·rablc sum i11 rcsc;1rch. 

Ser1ator <.:olli11!rs: Tlwsc figure:; are of no qdue 111 us. 
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·· rtf01 • 'ir r:,ora, />earce: 'l'hc) n1e of mine. .\u tralin ''ill cont1ol tL 

lnr~lc rea of 01.ean thnn 1 cout1ollcd by the ralkland I lnnds, and, conscqnentlv, 
our rC\~·rrnc houlcl he g1enter. It "ill be a matter for l'arltt1mcnt to decide ho;\ 
much 1 f an~ .. of the re\ <'lll•e is to he ,pent 011 H•search. Legislation "ill be by 
mean!'! of 011hnnnu•s, "hic:h will hme to be laid 011 the table of Pnl'liameut ft 
will therefoH• be competent for either House of th1• l'arlinnwnt tQ 1lisallow nuy 
011.lmn~c:c .. :\o mor~ po~\Pl' 1s \e;;tcd i11 the Executi'c bJ thi" lcgi:;lation thau 
ex1:-ts m cx1st111g lcg1slat1on relntiug to other territories 1111de1· the c1mtr1>I of the 
Co111111on\\ {·a Ith. 

~ flh:1ll now c_xplnin 110~\ Xl'w %ealanJ colleet<: the l'e\CJnw a11d polic<'s the 
whalt!tg i_nclu,.,try 1.11 the terntory nuder ib control. Tu mo<iPr11 \\haling, it is the 
pra1;ttty to1· whnt 1s kno\\n a:; a fndory ship to be Sl'lll clO\\lt to tht> nn•a in \~hil'lt 
opcmt101ts :11'l' he111g t·11111l11l'tcd. This ~hip h~ an·ompunied hy a 11umbt•r of smaller 
\~sst>J:;;, ''.hll'lt catch lhl•.whnk•s, and bnnl!_them to tlw factor~· ship fo1· tn•atmeut. 
En~n· sl11p lta,.; to be lll·enst•1l. .\m· unliccuserl \e:;sel is ~uhjt-l't to \l'I'\' hcaw 
penalties. 011 l'\l'I',\" fal'lory sltip tl1ere is a Gownunent i11spt•ctor, \\ho rrmai11~..; 
on it for the\\ l10lt• of lhP \\haling scn:-<on, in order to cnsul'l' the dut• obst'rvance 
of the regulations. ' 

,...,, 1111tor < 'nlli11!1.~: Then :-ome expense is inrnhe<l ! 

,...,, 11utor ~ir f,'co1!1c />,a rec. Ye": hut, sn far, Xe,. /.u1la11tl ha8 ah\ay:l had 
n11 execs:- of J'('\Cllltc mer Pxpenditul'e. 

:..:.e1111tor lliw a ... kt>d ''hat l'C!.!Hlations the Go,·ermnent had in ,·icm. and ho\\ 
c(tect \\Oul1l be gi,cn to them.' :ome time ago there wns a11 i11tern11tionnl 
conf erent r on t lu' s11bj1•C't oft he prc,erntt1011 nf wh:1 Je... .\ lom·cut.ion "~IS drn\\ u 
up. prescribing the condition-. "hich <'aC'h of che nation-. undertook to ohscr\'c in 
orrler to regnlnte whaling . 

. vrwtor < 'olliug-: \\'ere Oil) .... µhere-. of inftuenee prc.,crihe1l; nnd is there nny 
dnn~er of t.:Onflict with other nation'? 

SC1u.tlor. 'ir fJu1r!1e Pearc1: The1·c is no po:<sibilit.r oi conllict. J:ach of the 
nation, "hich nccepte<l the com ent ion, includin!!' Xe" Zealauil a111l t ltc Falklnud 
I-:Jan<l". "ill app]_,. the rnlt•:- lnitl do\\ n at the iuternationnl 1..m1fcrc1tll' to the 
\\":Hers nuder it:- juri,dil'tion. Tho:-l' rules prl•,·ent the killing of Cl'l'tnin kind:; of 
whales a111l )OU1tg ''lrnh•:;; they stipulate that all part=- of n whale which are of nny 
t·mumcrcial \ alue whnteH'r slia 11 ht• fully utilised. and also that all wh11le1·s must 
be licensed. i \ll the nalimts which an•"interested in the Autarclit• arc in agl'l't'· 
meut rc"nrdin:; those e011tliticms. A further l'tmclitiou is that thP en•\\ of a \l•sscl 
may uot'bc paid on lite basis of l he rn lue of the products of thl' "ha Jes l';rngltt. 1 t 
wa:; found thnl thul ~ysl<'lll led to the indiscriminate killing of whales, nud to tlte 
use of onh- their mosL profitnhlc partll. thereby causing great \\astc. France is 
observing ·that u1nditi1111 111 n·ga nl to tLc watl'J':; off .\dl'lic l..1111d. 1t11d thl' 
.Falklauil Island~ :11111 St:\\ Zertla111I al'e abo ob~cn·ing it. ::'o fat, no <lillicult, 
hai' ari:,.t'll in that t.:Olllll':-.:ion n1 d it j, not antic-ipated thnt .. Allstrnlia's cxpcrh•111 .. :C 
will be diliel'eut from thl•irs. l f honourable ~enator.- will :;tnd~ the mnp, the\ "ill 
sel' that the gr~ater part of tlw territory in the re~1011 of the south Pole ,,·ill be 
poliC"<'d IJ\' i'otullrie-. whieh ha\C pledged thern-.ehc" to oh er\£' thee conditions iu 
ordl•1· to 'e11,ure the perpetuation of the whalin!! industr~ . . 

• 'll!1Wtor Uat : l'nn the 1·1ght honourable ~eutleman ghe us nm itlca of the 
:u l'n a ff cued ? 

s~11 tlor ·"ii (,'1orlll l'r re . Xo ~lot of Jt IS und(>J 110\\ nntl HcC', llltd, 
although in the futm:e milll'rtls ma\ he fow1d there. its 1m11H.•d1n1e \:llue lw 
chiefly in it::. fi~h. bird:;, seal:; and whale:;. 

Su111t•1r u• llallora11. \\'ho controls the two un<:hadcd are.ts ~hO\\Jl on 
the map! 

S111r1tor Sir r; orw f>t tr<'t: At pre,..ent that 1-. ~o \I ut's Land 

Su1r1tnr ,l/11r!Jo11ald: l'lw nurne>: "hO\Hl on t}1e rnap seern to i111lit·11t.e thnt our 
:a rpa bclo11g~ to till' l ·11ited ::stntt•s of i\merica nud the 11thPr to Nm''"':. 

::.w11tnr Sir t7c on11 p, ,,r,.e: At am· rate, nreat Bl'itniu !s 1101 la~ ing clnim 
to that pal't of tlu• teiTitnry. J thiuk thnt there i~ snflit il'llt 111fon11at ion hefon· 
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thii; ~enat<' to ho\\ thnt Au tralia. bv conl;entincr to police the whaling 1lustry 
iu tl11•11c waters, •~ 1loiug n good erdcc to the wo~ld i11 gencrnl. I n11k ho mhlc 
Scnaton; to pa the mu 

Que lion resolved in the nfllrmative. 
Hi II read n second time. 

l 11 co Ill 111 itt (J(J: 

C'lnul;es I and 2 agreed to 
Clause ~ (ordinuncc:;) . 
.), 1111tor /Junn (Xcw ~outh Wale,;)· Jn \'iew of the fact tha:t the polieing.of 

this l<'l'l'ito1·,· n11<1 it~ wall'l'S will ht• undertaken b\· tlil' .\11 ·trah:rn lllt\'Y· l w1"h 
to know wht•t ht•1· n11y prn\'ision is being made iu' t lit• nrdi111111< cs governing the 
tcl'l'ito1•y for hl'lll'I' eo11clitio11s in re~pecl of food, clothing arnl wagL·' for the 
pt•rsolllll'l. not 011]y of t~ic na\'y. hut aJ:.;o of .men·ha11t sl!ips !hat t1·aclc in the~e 
watc1·s. ;\Inn~· l'\orweg1an \'esscls t•ugnged 111 tht' wlml111g 111dust1:y haYe hel•n 
11rn1111e1I II\ s1·nh lahout', and when they haH' hcen do1•l,ecl at .\ustralw11 po1ts fo1· 
on•rhaul ~111d rc•110Yatio11, tra<le union oflit·inls. who haH· lumrdl1 cl them for the 

I>111·posc of c>nsuring. that ~hey arc manned u11dt>1' prop<'l' lnl'?lll' <:nnditions; ha\'e 
K't'll :il'llt nhout their ln1sme-<s, Are we to nJIO\\" the whnl111g mdu'4try 111 the 

.1\11tal'clil' \\all'l's to be e:"'ploited b~· foreign 11atio11s at tlw expense of our 

.Au:stmlin11 scnnwn ! .A larne 11umbcr of Tnsmaniam: hnw. nt rnl'ious times. 
shipped on whnling ships. fhev ha\e had to work cluv and night tlironghont 
tl1c whaling season, and their c'C)oditioni: haw hecn ba1T indeed. J should like 
incorporntcd in thi~ Bill a prm i'ion which wonld afford some protection to tho:>c 
sen men. 

Se1Mtm· Rrrrmtm: " 'hy not pro\'idc mdiatnr:- l 

Senat11r IJ1fl111 : This i:- a que:-.tion. not of providing rtuliators. but of 
trc:iting our seamen fail'h'. Of course. the honourable :=:cnator, who is a doctor of 
lnw, 111ny w:111t a radint01: to w11rm his brains, whi<'h arc, appnrcntly, frihid. 

T/1r, ('/wirmrrn (Sc1wtor tl1e lion. f/erb11rt ll11!fs): On!c>r ! The honourahle 
Seuato1· mu:;t l 011filll' his i·cinark,- to the clan-.<' bcfo1'l' the ehair. 

Sr>n11tor /Ju11n: 1 appl1al to Yon. :;\[r. Ghainnn11, to proll'C't me fi-0111 the 
ho;:.t ilt• att:wk of :->cnator l3n•mi:rn: who is n mcmhcr of tlw legn l group headed 
by :;\I1·. ~h·nzics. K C. 

'/'Ju: ('/11Jirml/11: The Cllilil' will ghe thl• honournhlc :::1·mtto1· thl' protection 
to whid1 Ill' is ent,itlecl 11~ 11 member of this Uhamher . 

.'),•f/u/01 JJ1u111: l shall be quite :;alisficd with an us~ura11cc from the leade1· 
of the Umc1 nmcnt (8cnntor Pca1·t·e) that some prm ision will hl• inserted in the 
]Jill to 1.:ompl1 l fol'eigu "t;s~el,:; employing Austmlinn sr.amen to ohsl'l'\'C till' union 
ralc:- of wage;; :rnd l'Ond1t10ns. 

Sn111tor P a!fllC (Ta~mauia): I l·:rnnnt allow tlw 1·c111:11·k11 of Senator Dunn 
to pa~<: without some contradiction. Ht• ha~ madt' it appear thnt the ronditions 
under whid1 . \ustralian ..;eamen eu~agc in the \\hnlinf? 111dustr\ in the .Antarctic 
are so bad that the intet'\'ention ot this Parliament '" neee ;,ry. I happen to 
know :-omt' mPn who hn\c shipped 011 whnlini.\ \esSl'I~. and the) nre quite 
prnpart>d to rc .... hip when the opportunity offer:,;. !'his is not a kid-glme irnlu,.,trv. 
The work ts arcluou:;, hut that is well known to the:> men before they u11d1•rtnke ft. 
The crews of the Norwe~iau n3,..;:;el" nrc perfc(;tly sati fie<l "ith thClir condition-.. 
'I'nsma11inn who. from choice. ha,·e shipped cm whaling \e!:sel opcrntin(l' in the 
.\nt.arctic, h:ne told me thnt. althou~h the life i · hard, there is nlwav~ plenty 
t<-~ cat. 'l'hE\y hrn~. invnrinhl;·. enjoyed the bc!:t of health, nnd linve been free from 
d1sc:1se. uud. u11hkc the resident.;; of l 'anberrn. hn\'C lli'\'l'I' known whnt it i"' to 
l'atch a rold They were qnite :-;atisfied with the couditions. iJ1<'lt1di11g the wage.~. 
and when employees are sati..;fied it i-: wron(l' to suggc-.t that the\ h:l\'c been bacHy 
tre.ated by tlwi1· 1•111ployers. 

0 

• • 

S11111tor.Dnnley: 'Yould the honoural1lt• ~enntor hL1 :-~1rpri.Hl to lcam thnt 
the llll'n rcc·t·l\·ecl no wage~. and ha Ye to work I 111· n sha n• oJ t ht> profit8 ? 

f?1:" 11/ or . Plt!Jll": \!en a re no longl'l' pa id m·1·ord in~ to lhc ra tvh: the:;t' 
l'o111lilton"' d1~np1warcd years ago. Regula1· wa~cs arc paid. und anyone who• 
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suggrl that the lOncht.ionr.: of modern wlrnling n re in nll) respect comp.1mblc 
witfi tho c prerniling in the old da~t; displn)S his ig11om11re of the subject. 

Sc1111tor Dunn (New Soutl1 Wales): We nre concerned. not nbout foreigners, 
hut about .. \ustmli1111 nnllonnls emploved hy foreign capwi11 or agents to 
accompany whahn~ C>xpcditions to t11c Arit.'lrct.ic. and we hn\'e C\ idcn<'(' from trade 
union oflicials in J'nr.:uurnin that the conditiou:: ohtnining on tJ1c flo.nling sperm 
factories are not at all SHtisfactory. I am mere1:· asking for· all assm'tlllC'C by the 
Minister that net.ion w1ll 1Je taken to protect thl' wage.i: nnd mnditions of men who 
may ofTer fo1· scrvi1 c with foreign whaling expedft ions. 

SP.u11tor Sir f,'eor!Je Perure (Western ..Australia, :\linister for JJefc11cc): 
This Bill docs 11ot purport to rc~ulute c·onrlitions in the whulillg i11cl11tit ry. Tht'"t'I 
(·on<litions will hl~ the suhj<'ct of an ordi11ance, and the tiulll lo dis1·uss them will 
be when the ordi11a1tcl' is 'prc.o.;<-11ted to the Senate. 

GlnuRc agl'eed to. 
Title agreed to. 

Bill reµortcd without amendmE'nt; report adopted. 

0 
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Cil< · 

"' .. 

Do~in_. "'tree .. , 

etch il . :o . ')8 ·~ J o.nu ... ry , l 9J!; . 

Sir , 

Hi th ref er en co to , x . A:. er r's de tch 

Doil one lo . 555 of the l:.l t !Jove ber , 1920, !llld 

~ e ~.., ' "'ovo ·rmc t L .. ho 

U~io o~ out ~"'r'ca. tho wCCO c co_.y o:f' a. .io .:;e 

fro h c c'· ~ bL. s dor co ccr i. • ,,Jt vet I 1 d. , 

.. o tho· • ·th c co_ - o t c .J :;e c t tu thr re:;.ich 

..:.r be.scad.:>r ir. l' ... ... . 

. !.L • _,_.! ........ 

"' ~ ,..1. .IC .• 

I hcve ' . 

Yo·• ~ t 

"'onou"' to o, 

$ . .,. -. 
lt. 

"'!l J .. 0 rv.nnt, 

_!!ft . .. ·
~ 



( .: . 136'17/29/50) 

Le JO f~vrior 1928, la qucotion des droits 

A la possession de 1 1 Ile Pouvet uvnit fnit 1 1 o~jet 

d 1 une d~clo.ra.tion du Secr·)tuirc d'Eto.t pour lea Affail·es 

Etrang{iroa u la. Char.if.re llea ComJI;unee , 

Le Gvuve~nement fran9uio d~oiro~nit, si eel~ 

6tait poa~1il::le, connn~trc l 1 6ta.t de cctto question. 

iei- decenbre, 1931 . 



1:0. \i . 192/1'32/fO, .ll'OR"'!IGJ:\ OF 'ICE, S .V:. l. 

14th January, 1932. 

Your Excellency, 

~1th reference to the enquiry of the let December 

concerninr; Fnu-;ct Islo.nd, I hnve the honour to ini'orro Your 

Excellency th:::..t the ll orwerian Mini st er inf ormcd Sir Au at en 

Cha1~bcrlt.i.in in o. note, do.tcd the lS th Jo.mu.:.ry, 1928, tho.t a 

Uo1...,·1egia.n expedition to the South Atlantic in the oteurriohip 

"Norvcgiu.11 had been authori aed to take pooacaai on for Norvmy 

of a.ny now land which might i:e found, o.nd that the n:.a.ster of 

th.J "l!orvcgio." had occ"..lpi~d Bou·1ct I ~lo.r.d on the 1st £cccmber , 

1927, ceto.bli ohed a depot there and hoi ated the liorwegicr. flo.g. 

~L The sto.te:nent ma.do ry Sir ~uaten Chamberlain in tr.e 

Houoo of Cor.;rr.ona, to ':':hi~h you referred, >ms based on r.:. noi:.e 

of the 15th February, in v:hich Hie Jdo.jeaty' a Governr.ient in the 

Uni tod Kint;dom rep lie 1 to the Nor'\7caian Government, informing 

tho~ cf the 0xistenco of o. prior Britioh clu.iro ~nd forw~lly 

roscrving ull thcil· :.-ightG. 

3 . :n Noverr.'t:cr 19:d8, hov.·cvc:i.•, :U'ter u cnreful rcvie•.7 of 

the i esueo involved :ind having regu1·d to tho friend~ relations 

existing between t:he t':'lo countrioe 1 Hio llajcoty• o 'Zovernmcr.t 

in the United uingdo~ decided to waive their cluim to rouvct 

: sl~nd ir. favour of liorr;cy. 

4 . Furthor I have t!le r.onour to transmit herewith '.i o you 

copies of the P-..rlio.mf'ntc.ry (tuostion :.i.nd Anower , in which this 

dcci aion \7U::l publicly ~nnounced in the House of Commons on the 

H/th liovcmbcr, 1928. 

I he.VP., otc . , 

(Por ~he Socret~ry of stnto) 
, .. ) c \.,a. . 

His 'E.."<c ollcnc:; , 
lloneiou'!:' A. de 2leurin~,G.C . V.O., 

etc ., etc ., etc . 

HO'.'IARD SiilTH . 
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m ro:; OF SOU'.::H AL.lCb. .Uownini.; Street , 

Circular dcspo•cb A. 
18 l arch ,19Jl. 

Sir , 

Jith reference tom~ dospatoh ... ;o. 505 of the 

24th Docember ,1930 , I huvo tho honour to tra.r ... s~it 

for tho information of His Hajesty ' e Govornm:mt in 

the Union of South Africa , tho accompLnying copies of 

Tr~a.tl Series l?n:per ;;o . 14 of 1931 (Cud. 3792) 

contuiLin~ the text of the notes oxchnngod bet .een 

Hie •. ajest3 I s Govern.;. nt in the Uni vea .1.>.ilit,;dOJ una 

the llor1oe51an Joverument respecting the rcco(}lition of 

Iloruo ian Sovereignty over Jan llaycn Island. 

2. Further COFies are being sent b~ Library 

despot ch. 

I have tho honour to bo , 

U.. IO. 0 SU...i-.! : •• ... lC .. 1. 

Sir , 

Your most obedient , 

hru:-.ble servant , 



Treaty Series No. 14 (1931) 

Exchange of Notes 
BETWEF~ IIIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT 

lN 'l'HL UNITED KINGDOM Ar-.D THE 
NORWEGIA~ GOVERNMENT 

rtsptui11g 1ht 

Recognition of Norv.egian Sovereignty over 

JAN .NIA YEN ISLAND 
Oslo, November 18 191 1930 

Pr~tM by the ~cromy oi State for Foreign AfUin 
to P.ul.i.11nc11t by Comlll£lld of His Maje1.7 

LONDON1 
l'KI' 11 lJ .\!1:0 l'UOLISllftD U\' Ills \l,\J"sn~s Sl.\'TIOSER\' OFfll(.'E 

1., b< flurth11¥!<1 d1ra:llJ lrom 11.~I. :t'f.\1 IO:"l·:R\' Ol'FICE kt the /ol1011·ln11 nddre.s"s 
.\•b•,rol llou.u. l.\tnc,w11y. London, \\.C.i: 1.Jo. GC(jr~~ Sirttt. ~Jmll"rgh; 

\'ork :Street, Man(h~1trr: 1, St. ,\ndrew'> Cte-..cent, Catt.lift; 
1 S• Oon<i:all Squ~rc \\ C>t, Della.:: 

or thr~ugh any Uook••llcr 

Cmd. 3792 

"' SECRE.1' ARY FCB EXT 

• • 103/14. 

ttairs, 

aary, 1931. 

~ro tion, 

ltiah and 

1h November, 

joaty•a Govern

lovo ignty over 

/!: 
>' 

0 



E xchange of Notes between H is Majesty's Go 1uirnment 
in tho United Kingdom and the Norwegian Govern
ment r espect ing tho Recognition of Norwegian 
Sovereignty over Jan Mayen Island. 

Oitlo, Xorcm/.Jcr 111 19, llillO. 

~o. I. 

,l/ 1 ./o/mslc)11c to JI. lfu1ri11rlwl. 

\I, h• \li11Ltn1 i1·g111t, lls/v, Son 111/1c1 18. l!l:ill. 
,\ ,..~~'Ill' C\rt·llmn•y is 1loulitl1•ss awnn'. on the ~Jlh )Jay. l!l:W, 

the ;\orncgiu11 'li11isk1· in Lo11tlon nddri'ssed a 11oli' to llis ~ l 11j1~fty's 
l'ri11eirul ~ecrctury of $tnto for Foreign .\ffoirs, unnonn~ing that. 
hy a lloyol dPcrec 1luted the Hth )lay, Jim '.\IaJ t>rt 1'-1111111 !ind Ul'Cll 
plnl'e•l 11111lt>r ~orncgin11 so,·ereig11ly. 

I now hnw1 tho honour hy cliri'rtion cf Hi~ .\Iajcsly'i; ~crn•tury 
of ~tnto for F111 cign .\ !Tnirs to iufonn rour Exl'olleucy thnt His 
.\lojcsty's l1oven11ncnt in the l;nitcd Kingdom hn,·e taken note of 
this <lccrce nnd formally rcoogni:::e Sorwcginn SO\'ereignty ove1 
Jnn Mav~n Islnud. 

I 0~1 i11shuctc<I to ndi.1 that. IJi, \lnJe~ty's Gon1rnmc11t uot 
bn,•iug bcl'n lnformctl of the ground,, 011 whicl1 ~onH~gum 
sovereignty \\OB cxtemled to Jon Mn)cn J,lancl, their rrcognitio11 
of that 50,·crcignty is accorded independently of aud "1th all due 
reserH'S in regard lo the n tun! ground" 011 which the uuuexation 
111ay hnHi been l;ascd 

I 8\ nil, .tt. 
KI:~~E'l H .Jt)IJ \"10:\ I~. 

\/ \/o11 rnckcl to \Ir JoJ1111ta11e 

/)if Kgl. /Jte11rrksdep1nl""'' 11t, 
lltin Clrnrg~ d' Alltlll't:S, Oslo, l!I. rioremlier lflt!U. 

I E:\ note U\ IA. de. liar I II.) lmtt ilen godhet a mecldelc, at Ilana 
Urilanuisk" .'.\ lnjestcte Regjering nnt>rkJenner ~orges ~uven!ltitct 
<.>ver &on J 1111 ~luyeu. 

J eg hnr don a:ro, itlut Jt!g erkjl•tmer mottagelscn uv den no J)crl.ls 
note, LI be frerufOrt fo1 Deres Regjering den norske regjerings tukk 

I 7,lV, 
BECRfll' ARY VCR EJCl.' AL 

I • 103/14. 

lttatrs, 

' 1931. 

ormation, 

l t 1eh ll!ld 

~b ff ovecbcr, 

._j cety' a Govern .. 

Bovoroignty over 

I tJ, 
/LP: 

)1 ( 
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~or dct 'cnslmpchgc siridclng O\'erfor Norge, som hnr gitt sig uttrykk 
1 lier 'ntc 1merkjc1111clse. 

Mott ,err t.liarg6 J' Mfoircs, forsikriugen om min smrligo 
h010ktclsc. 

(For Utenriksministeren), 
A{;G. ES:MAH<.:11. 

! l'ra11slntio11. 

The ;lti111stry for Forn1y11 tiff airs, 
.\I. lo t liargo <I' Afiaircs, 01/0, .\'or;cmbcr HI, 1!130. 

IN a note nf tlrn 18th i11stnnt you were so gtJo<l ns to state thnr 
I lie Dritu1111ic ~lnjcst~··s C1owr11me11t reooguise Xorwn:;'s SO\'lrcig11t~· 
O\'Cr .ln11 ?.l11rc11 l~lnrnl. 

I lun o tlr~ ho110111·, "hil<• 11tk110\'1~·dging the n•t·eitJl of your 11ote, 
to nsk you tn t·1111vey to your Governrucnl the thn11ks of the 
.\orwPginn Gm·crn1111•11t for their friendly nttitu<lc IO\\Otds X01'\\'1y, 
"l1ich hns fou11cl C'\) ressio11 in tho ul.io\c-mc11tio11~u n:tog11itio11. 

I B\'f1il, &c. 
(For lht) .\Iiui;;tcr for Foreign Affairs), 

.\VG. ES~I.\RCIL 

5758 WL - 1~50 2/Jl f 0 P >'40 

AL I 

. 103/14. 

~ ir , 

iey, 1931 . 

"1i4 tion, 

,i ch and 

l November, 

aty•e Govern

vore1gnty over 

• 
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P •• 103/14. 

UNION OF Botn'H AFRICA. 

.. 

D 

Deperte nt of ernal Attair , 
Pnrli ent street, 

CAPn TOWN. 

2otb January, 1931. 

.; 

) . 

I forward herewith, ror your 1nforniat1ont 

copiea ot notes exchanged betwoon the British and 

11orwegien Governments on the 18th t1 19tb November, 

1930, regarding the recognition by Hie llaJesty•s Govern-

ent in the United Kingdom of Norwegian Sovereignty over 
Jan ~yen I lend. 



llNI Q;t_QF SOUTH AFEI.QA Downing Street. 

')4 No . 5()5 

18th Noye . sz. . 
}.2th Novembet · 

·~ Dace iber, 1930. 

Sir, 

With reference to r.1y despatch No . 4 71 of 

the 1st December, I have the honour to transmit , for 

the in:for!'lation of His lla;esty ' s Government in the 

Union of South Africa, the accol?lpanyin copies of 

notes uxchanged with the NoIT.'e~ia.n Goveniment on the 

18th a..'1d 19th Novem'ter regarding the recognition by 

His Majesty ' s Government in the Uni tad Kinu"'rlom o: 

tforwegian Sovereie;nty over Jan Mayen Island. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your moot obedient, 

humble Servant , 

THE UUH3TER OF EXTElAL AFFAIRS I 

UNIO~ OF SG:J'.:'H AFRICA. 



No .128 

Monoiour le Minictre d'Btat , 

BRITISH LEGATION 

OSJ,O . 

10th Hovember 1930 . 

As Your E.rnellency is c1 oubtloaG nvro.re , on May 9th, 1929 

the Norwegian Minister in London addressocl a note to ms 
M~ j ec ty 1 s Princi110.l ~ecretary of fl lia to for Forei6Il Af'.fa ire , 

an.."louncln; th•."'.;, by a !\o~ral Decree dated M.1.y 8th Jen M~."en 

Islund had been _;laced under NorweGian sovereit;nty . 

I r:o;v h.nve tr.e honour by di rootion of Hin 1:aj eB"ty ' s 

Secretary of St& te for l'orei6ll A. !~irs to inform Your 

}.Z.oellcncy that His l.~ajesty 1 c Goverlll!!ent in J(;he Uni tod 

KinBdom hnve ta~en note of thiG De~~ee and formally recognise 

Nor.vegian sovereignty ozsr Jan Mayen Islsn:l . 

I am instructed to o.dd tint , Ria l!.~ljesty' s Government 

not hnv ln ~ been informed of the grounds on which Uorwegian 

eoverei:;nty ml.a c;,tended to Jon 1!1:.yon Isl::i.nd, their 

recognition of that sovereignty ia accorded independently of 

and with all duo reserves in regnrd to the actuul grounds on 

which the sr.nexation may .have been based. 

I ~vnil my:Jelf of this opportunity to rene77 to you, 

J.1onsieur j e L:inistre d 'Eta.t, the uesura.nce of my highest 

coneidoration . 

Son J'::collence 

~onsieur J . L. Uowinckel , 

etc •. etc ., etc. 



I 

19th November 1930. 

'i'he Ministry fo r ~>oreign 1...1..fairs . 

l.':onGiem.· le Churc;6 d 1 .\1..'.'s.irGe, 

In a note of tba 18th in3tant ~ou wero oo good as 

to Otflte that Tiir. B·:itannic Uc-jer.t;·•:~ Gov~rn;:nent reoo.'.:;nHies 

Norwa.y 1
C1 sovereignty over Jar. l.~:-.yen H'l3.nd, 

I r.l'.vo the honour, while o.cknonledi;ing the race ipt 

of your note , to c.sl: you bo convey to your Govorre!lent the 

thanks of the Norwegian }overnrnent for their friendly nt~itude 

towards lfornap-, \7hich hJ.s fo~d expression in the above-mentioned 

recoznition. 

Mr . Xer.neth Johnstone , 

I ~\a il ~yself, etc , 

(f'or the ~iniote1· of .Forei~ Aifaira) 

(S , .... . ) AUG. E8;.IJl..RCH. 

H. B .~ . Ch~rge d'Af!~ires , 

etc . , etc ,, etc . 
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No .120 

Monsiour le Minictre d 1 Etat , 

BRI'i'ISH LEGATION 

Of,J,O. 

10th .lfovembor 1930 . 

As Your E.c::ellency is doubtloen a1ru.J·e 1 on May 9th , 1929 

the Norwo }ian l.:inister in London addressed a note to H.i.a 

M, jocty't .Princlpo.l Secretary of nta.to for ?oreign Af.faire , 

announo in:; th~'11 , by a !\o,;~l Decree dated M.i.y 8th J<:;n ll~;ren 

Island h'ld been pluced under Norwegian sovereignty . 

I now hnve the honour by diroction of Rio ~ajesty ' s 

~acretary of 5~~te for lorei[;O ~f!Jirs to inform Your 

E:~celloncy that His 1.'.9.je:;;ty 1 s Gover~ent in tho Uni tod 

¥.ingdom have ta\ten note of this Dec:;:ee and i'orma.lly recognise 

Nor~egian soverei{;Ilty over Jan Mayen Islani . 

I am instructed to add th~t , His U~jeoty's Government 

not hav in 1 been infortied of the srounds on which nor weg!.an 

sovorei;~lty was c::tended to J<;n Mayen Ishnd, thei r 

recognition of that sovereignty io ~ccor ded independently of 

and with all duo reserves in roc-nrd to the actual grounds on 

which the anne::ation may have bean bo.sod . 

I ::i.vail myself of this opIJortuni ty to rene~v to you, 

Uonsieur ;o ~inietre d'Etat , the neGu.rance of my highest 

conaiderstion . 
(S~d . ) "o\ENNETH JOlilfSTONE . 

Son J'::collence 

Uonsieur J . L. Mowinckel, 

etc . , etc ., etc . 



19th ~ovember 1930. 

The Hinictry :fo r r ·oreign A.ffs.irs . 

J.',onsleur le Churc6 d 'Aiie.irae , 

In a note of the 18th ins t;a.nt you wero ~o good as 

to state that Ilic 1Ji~itannic Jv:i:jesty'c Qoynrnrcent i·ecofJiliSes 

l~orway'e sovereignty over Jan Ml.'.yen Isl~nd . 

I r.n.vo the honour , while acknowledging the receipt 

of your note, to r.:.s1~ you to conve:r 'to your Govcrn:'lent the 

thanks of t~e Norwegian Govern.'"!'.ent fo r thair friendly at~i tude 

towards norwa.y, which has found ex11l'cssion in the i\bove-mentioned 

recognition. 
I ~vail rryself, etc . 

(i''or the ?.:inister of Forei~ Affairs) 

( $ ;' . • ) AUG. ESI.1.ARCTI . 

llr. Kenneth Johnstone, 

H.B .L~ . Ch:?.ri,;e a' Afft!i"?·es , 

etc . , etc . , etc, 
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Slr , 

.ii tl: refere ce tv . ., d 

... 
"' 

a tc. uo dn 1 or o 

... o. 601 of the 18th rove er . I h ve the or.our to 

tranc it , or the in ·o~ .ation o 1·a.,ost .. ' s 

Jovarn .. t in the nio. of So t~ ~ ric , the 

acco • '.:.llyi t; extract fro .. .tlo11 .. e o ... Co ons o ..... icial 

Re ort o the l 7t:~ ~;ove bcr contal ... n a state ent 

re rin tnerecoc:;nitionby L .. •jest~ ' G OYr ... t 

int Uni ~~in do~ o~ .. orwe ian ~overoi t~ over 

ffi .... o:. 0 

Island. 

T ......... 

I h!lve th .Jno~r t~ be , 

Sir , 

.o r o ..... t ob~dio .. 1t , 

h.ln•b:e servant , 



l 

.. Extract from O ffi~iHl ho 1 ort of 17th 1:ovember, 19.30 . 

17 . Co1 .. rr..inn.~r i.OU:!!BY a.eked tho ~ecret:J.ry of 5to.te for 

Forai~n Affairs ~hethcr, in view of hia re1lY tc o ~ueotion 

asked on the 19th i.:uy , 1960 , he i=> no .. in o lJO~i tion to 

di vo any inforr.1e.t i.on re3ur c.ini! the ormerohip of Jnn Uaycn 

island? 

Ttc Uli.!Jr~n sr:c;..::AiiY o·j c::A ... : .,oR ~·01u::rc~r Ar::i..rns (Ur.Dalton) : 

:~y ri~ht hon • ...-"' riend has ::i ~tin tho last fe·: o.oys instructqd 

Bir Hajcsty ' s Charge d 1 b z::ni res at Oslo t o hond in a note 

to t'ho :lorr.e~iun I'inistor for ;."orcign .'1f:lalrs onnouncing the 

recognition by His L~ajcsty ' s JoYcrrurent in tho Uni tad Kingdom of 

Uorwegian so1:eroie;rity over Jan M:.i.yen I sln .1. 
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Ex~ruct from Offici.l he~ort of 17th Uove~ber,1960 . 

J :~. tJ.. •• y .il I::.. !.. .~ ... lJ . 

17 . Cor:i!lhlndur SCtiJil!...iY anked the Hecret.a1y of Sto.t& for 

Poroi1.:n AJ..'fnire \,hethi:?r, in vie·v of hir.;; ro1lY t.o o lii.rnction 

ac.ked on the 19th l.iay , 1 ~:50 . he in no .. ln o poci ti on to 

.;i vo o.ny inforr .. !).tion rc;urc!i!1 ._ +,r.c ormer:Jhip of Jnn Mayen 

islann·: 

:!y r l~ht hon . .. 'r lend h~a :>i thin th') lnst fe\" dc:1s instructed 

Bir: 110.jcsty' s Char :c d 1 .>i =~ire!: ot Oslo to hcnd in a note 

to tha 1iorr..egiun Minister ior I'oreign .:...f:o.irs announcing the 

recognition by His fl11je.;ty's .;ovcr.n~ent in the United Kin5aom of 

Norwegian so..-eroit$lltY over Jan M:.iycn Island . 



-

...... .. -

• 
..,Ci ... ~ •• A "":ICA. D v .in .,tr ct , 

602 
j 8 ! I,) ...... r , :::. ~o. 

u!r , 

In connect.or. l'ith 1-.y deo ate: !)o .• iniono 

... o. Ho L ... to- c..a./ ' ~ dn.te re crdin the o.t:; in .... ;tr~.tion 

o Bou Pt and J"a."l l!eyen I olo.ndo , I have the .aonou.r to 

invite reference to Lord Pa.r;;o .. 'iolc.1 fi Co11 . c.e ic.l 

a•c •• D ini.or .... lo . ~~& of t •• o lot ... Ar.:. ... , ~9:SC . 

I .. ave t ' hono r to e , 

Sir, 

Your 1ost O)e~ient, 

hur.iblcs tJervant , 

I .. : . """I .... "' .. iii 1..::JJAr u • 

t .. IO .... ~ ~"lX.r A 'RICA. 

) 
.f 



I I 

LOU'.:'H A • !CA. D nir1 J .. rect . 

Do . r..ona o. 601 l 8 ::ov t r , 1930. -
Sir , 

I hc.ve t.ne .1&onour to traucmit , for t.11.e 

in or~atlon of His Haj caty 1 e Govcrnnc:-t in the tnion of 

South A • .'rica, the accornpa.cyinr copy o a. deo atch from 

His ..... njest:· • £. Hinister at Oslo co.~-...nicv.t .n tne text 

a l"-.>rwe ·inn Ro::al Resoluvion dated the 19th 

~· oe tCI:'l r, on ~e subj~ct h ap lieut ion of l.or~·e ian 

lnt• to Bou7ct I e~n , c.n<l a r.let:lOrt..ndum exp! inin: t!le 

n tur" of the l:orr:e ·ien Courto to \•mich Teference is 

ma.clc . 

l'lj. 10.J&· 
~--

I t ' :e> .. l.C o port unity to r.t lo c al LO a 

COPJ' o ... a despo.tc •• from H s l.Iaj st~ 1 a Hiniotcr comm.uni -

co.th. t .£' text of Roya! Re ol tion pt..b-l .. cc. in 't •• e 

"lor' L~vt:dendc" f tho th Octouer lavt , reu~ ctinc 

ta" ccLiniotro.tion o Jun Uay n I ~la.Jd, 

Sir, 

Yot;.r oot o P rt, 

hum ::. scrva .t , 

X'"' "'~.i. AL .A.Ji' "AIRS , 

Ul.IOl. " ' COt:'.lH A 1/UCA. 
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Bt1ITidH L~vA~IOli, 

_£;o.~5f\, OSLO . 

September 29th, 1930. 

With reference to rcy dcBpatch 'ho . 1,3 o:' ·:..arch 

loth last dealinf, vith legislo.tion prov idi~~ ~or tho 

epplit:o.tion of 1.orwei;ia.n la::: to l3cuvet !eland, I ho.ve the 

honour t.o inform ~·ou th.at the ieuue of the 11 l::orak 

Lovtidenc1e" datod the :22nd inatunt contain'!d the te:r.t of 

n noynl Resolution of the 19th instnnt, of •thich the 

followir.g ia a translation:-

"RcyAl Ree,olutj.on. 

11 I. The :repa.rtment of C ommei·ce tu.kcs over the 

o.c\.rr.inietratior. of Tiouvet Island. The nuthority dciro1~ . ...ing 

upor. the "Fy lkesmann" (Superior Authority) under tho 

KinP:do:n1 e ler;ial.ation shall in the oa.ae of I:ouvct Ie1'"'C 

be exercised by the Dopartment of COI!IIDATCO, 

11 II, ThP. dut1°i. of the Chief Conato.ble (Chief of the 

Police) er. Bouvet Island ere al:ocuted to the Deport~ent 

of Justice . 

11 III. ':'ne lll.gr:i::mnerett for the Oalo Inr,aogn ohall 

for t.l.e present be ~he I.ar-;:na.nr.arett for Bouvet Ioland. 

"r-1 . 

T .IB f\IGr"T HONOUFX: I.E 
ABTlit.'F J:'~l::;E!' • .::i01; I li . p . I 

HISUAJ:bTY I b F:Ul1CIPAL S'.'~CHET.ARY OP STATE 
' .t<'OI\ FOREivl~ AF.ll'Arns , 

Lmmo:, . 



, 

'' r•. Fouvet Islsnd · conaii tutee a eepnrato 

Domeeo n . The buein.,ss which by J.o.w ·o .. longs to the 

lierreda and J1yrettcr is illloco.ted for the preaent to 

the Oslo Urban Court . 

11 '.rhe ut ipulat ione corttainGd. in the lu.~·. 

r especting Svall:ard o f July 17t h, 1926 UD Ii to 1:~ , 

(p l eaee oec Cir l!"rancio LindlpY 1 o de apa.tch No, 170 of 

June 18'..h, 1925) are to appzy muto.t i l'I rr.ut.a.nlie to 

130·.lvet Ioland. . " 

,. I enclose herein a memora.ndU."ll in which I l"A\"e 

entlea7oured tc explain 't1rief~· the nature of the 

lioi"i?agian courts to ;;hich reference iB me.de in tho 

al:;o··e pa::-u ·1·a.:phs and the a.rtas ir. which they excrcl3c 

juri a dicticn . 

I r.:.avc 1 etc . I 

( <.>d , ) Ci!AR!,'!<_;cl ·:INGFIEJ D. 



In accordance wit~ the law reepectin~ Courts of 

Justice of Au('uat 13th , 1915, l!o rwey ie divided into a 

n\1."llber of "Lagdommer" (Circuits) onl) for each 
11
la.gt".o.nns

rett11 ol' Aeaize Court. Thia Court conoiete of t h ree or 

more judGeo ~nd tries civil or criminal oa1es havinr,, 

when the law ao directs, the n.aaiatance o! a jury or of 

lny useocio.te- jud~ee ( Lagrette or 11 Domara.ettn"). '.:he 

11 Lo.c;do'C"J'nc r" in their turn are divided into 
11

La.13oocn" 

which :n~· 'he different for criminal or civil caees . Ir. 

euch 11 :r.acaogr.11 there are one or more assize tovms d~e :re the 

"L;;.gm::.r.r.orett" sits at a-pecified dates. 

'ihe kin.rd~ is e.loo divided into 11 nomeeogn
11

, 

ench corraapondin~ to a Rural or Urban Court (Hc rreda or 

I tl.·ott . ) Eo.c:1 " Domesogn" either conati tutea o. "Tingln,:::
11 

or is Gplit up into two or more 11 Tinglng11 ci'.:her for 

criminal cases or for civil ones, or f or both . In each 

11 T1nclnr;" one or more epcte e.ro fixed for ti'.e rural or 

u1'ban c ourte on fixed dates. In ordin&ry ca.eee v:hioh 

came b f'!f ore t r-eao courts only one Judge v:ill sit, but he 

can be c.seietcd. by 11 Dome.rr.enn 11 ( loy o.snociu.tt'\ judges) in 

those criminal or civil cases in nhich t he law ;irovidea 

for this . 

! n ~verJ coi:u::une th~re are one or coreConcili~tion 

Councila . Ea.ch ouch Council consists of three Conciliators 

a.:--;.;. n.c :.ir.1.y substitutes . They meet on :!'ixed do.:,.'o e.t a 

fixed epot, gene~ul~~ at least once a month. They can , 

howevor , meet on other d.o.tee and c.t 0th.or pl.a.cee. 



.284 . 
'BRI': ISH I.EGA';IO:. I 

OSLO. 

October :::1ot 1 1930 . 

Sir, 
~o . 03 cf Uo.::c~ 

\'li~h 1·efcrcr .. c;e to my deo!latc. 

18t'h J:::.!:it;, I l uve H.~ ho11our to trc.nem~t to you l.Gl'~. ith 

coritaln.!.U"' a. Rcyr .. 1 Res<.Jn~ion i-enpec'ting the e.C.mird.~t:- --

tion cf ,rflr• lle.ycn Island.. of which the fr.llo·:1ing is c. 

transl.c.'li.LOr.: -

I. 'tl.:.e 11 fytrnel!Lanr. 11 in Svalbard ehlll.1 provia1ono..!.1Y 

II. ".(l".e extent of ths d"...tiea of the '
1
$1 aeelJne.r..n

11 

on Jan :Mayen is the sa::ne ae wae fixed fo1· tr..e "b'Yeael."Ilo.nn" 

on Svalr ~rd ir. law ~o . ll of July 17th, 1925 (pleaaG see 

Sir Francie Lindlcy 1 s deap~tch uo . 170 of June 18th, ig25 . ) . 

I I I. The 11 La.grr.n.nnuratt 11 for tli.o Tl'omo " Lasaogn
11 

shall for the :prci;ent be tho Lo.gmanns1·ett for Ja.n }r,a.yen. 

rv . Jan llayen con:;ti tutet:J f:l. eepare.te I DO'ODOOgn" 

'!h~ buai!".~ab wl.ioh 'by lat" bclon~ to the 

11
He:-re.!.o' u.id ~n·et~er" is n.1.loca.ted foT the present to 

t he offj ce oi' the 'Irc.rr.a\:J •!J:yfogod
11

• 

The 

The Ri~-.. Hor.ou1f\1..i.o 
.ArthU"' he:r c'-::..· ... c .\, ll.f., 

lI}& llajen-!·' e 11 .. 1c;.l:::.l $eoretary of State 
foJ ~orci lf;d~rB, 

Lcndcn. 



., 

~he stipulationo contained in the law 

r~ epecting Svnlrard of July 17th, 1925 tl99-l2 are to 

a.pp:cy .:I!H_tnti_Q__I;_ut~ to .ran J.:.'.jyen . 

2 . _:""l t r.e memcrandum ccnta.ir.cd in my despatch 

No .208 of tho ~9th ultimo, I ha.v~ endeo.vourcd to 

e)l.'J)la.ir. tho nautre of the l~orvregia.n courto ref~rrcd 

to e.bo-ve. :;: i~eed on~r add that a. "FYfogcd11 1a e. ;5 •• eri: 

whcae duties are often exten~ive, inclucing those of a 

m~yo · in ao=.e ".>f the ~aller to1mc c.o r.ell o.s ?:la.8iaterial 

onoe. 

Ihc.ve, etc., 

( Sd . ) CHJ:JU."1178 \':IliG.Fm;.!J . 



~--- ------ -----

J?liITI.JH L""'.GA'1I01l' I 

l!o.!" ... 5R, 0 ... 1 o. 

Septemb3r 29th 1 1930. 

8i:r-, 

\1,'ith reference to II\1' des:pa.tcl!. No . 83 v~ ~!.arch 

10th lllat dealir.- v:ith le,.; isllltion providing for the 

a~pli ca.tion of NorNecian la~ to Ecuvet Ioland, I ho.ve the 

honour to inform .·au that the 1e~ue of the "!iorek 

Lovtidende" dated the :2~~ instant containPd the text of 

a Royal Resolution of the 19th instant, of ~hich the 

followin~ is a translation:-

"Royal Heeolut!on. 

"I . The repartment of Commerce ta.koa over the 

administration o! Tiouvet Island . The nuthority devolving 

upon the "Fylkemr.n.nn" (Superior .Authority} under the 

Kinr·dorn' e lecislation shall ir. the co.se of Bouvct Ielar.d 

be exercised cy the Department of Cm:Jlllr.ffce . 

''II , ThP. d'..lti 0 a of ~he Chi('f Consto.blc (Chief 01 the 

Police) er. Bou\" et Island are allocated to the Depa.i·tment 

of Justice . 

11 III . Tne :ag::i.unnsrett for the Oslo L'lgaogn chall 

for the preeent be the l.e.(!JL.annerett for BouvP-t Iola.nd . 

11 rv . 

T .. iE hit;HT HOl'O'i.m.A.:H.E 
ARThUB Jfl\:HUEn~rm , li . P . ' 

Hl::3l.L\~S'IT ' ~ PRillCIPAL S"iCRET.ARY OF STA'IE 
' 1''0R :b'Otffilo!! J.:&'.!!'A!RS , 

Lm~ro:.- . 



"r.'. Pouvet IsJznd con;,titutee a eei;nra.te 

Lor..1rno yn . The busi1.etJa whii::h b:,• la'l7 beloncs to the 

1.en·eds and. 1i.rre"ttc1· ie nllocu.ted fol' the prese:~t to 

the Oslo Urban Court. 

11
'.rhe atipula.ti one contained in the l~. 

respecting Svalbard of July 17th, 1926 DO v to in, 
(pleaee oec Gir .Francia LiniilpY 1 e deapatch No . 170 of 

.rune 18th, 19Zr-) are to app:cy- mutatio mutnnlio to 

Bou,•et Ialanl. 11 

2 . I enclose herein a memornndwn in which I h~ve 

endeavo~red tc eY.:plain briefly the nature of the 

Uorvrag.ian courts to "7hich reference is mudu in the 

atove para·raphs ur.d t:-:e e.rcas in v:h!ch they exercise 

J 1:ri edi ct i~n. 

l have, otc., 

( ..,d . ) CJ-!A."qL-W::d WtNGFI:El D. 



J 
I I 

In a.ccordar.c e wi t!l the law i·esp~cting Court s of 

Juutke of AU £1Uat 13th, 19 15 , l!orwey ia divided into a 

nurabe r of "l.ngdommer" (Circuits) onll for each "I ogrr.anns· 

rett" or Aaaize Court . Thia Court coneiete of t h ree or 

more judc;eo o.nd tries civil or criminel co.1es havini;, 

\"hen •he lo.VT s o directs, the s.aaiatanc e of a jury or of 

lay uaooci~te- jt:.dge s ( Lagrette or 11 nome1uenn11
). The 

11!.'lr;domMer" in their turn are di v ided into 11 1.agoog:~·· 

whic:"l :n:.1..y 'l::.e different for criminal or civil cae es . I n 

such n:r.nr; eogn" there a re one or more a.soi:::e tovrne wl.e r e t he 

''L:!.gm-:r.narett 11 ei ts at opecified <!a tea . 

The kir~t,dcm! is al~o divideC. into " Domaeogn11
, 

en.ch corrP-s11ondin'" to a. Rural or Urran Court {Hcr:reds or 

1\r" i·ctt . } Ji':o.cl1 " Domosogn" either conati tut es o. 11 Tinrrle.c11 

or is oplit ·.xp into two or more "Tinglo.~11 either for 

criminal c~ees or for civil ones , or for both, In each 

11 Tinr:lug 11 one or more spcta aro fixed for t he rurul or 

ur'bu.n ccurie on fixed dates. In ordino.ry co.eee \'"hioi1 

coce 1:~fcre these courts only one judse v:ill ei t, tut l .. e 

can be ~evietcd l:~- "Ilo:na::enn11 ( loY asnocia.te Judges) in 

t hose oririir.a. l or ci vi 1 co.see in which the law provides 

for tn!~. 

In every cou:.:mune there are one or moreC.Oncili~ticn 

Cour.cilo. Ench euch Council conniets of three Conciliators 

o.nd o.o m r(r suboti tut cs . They meat on fixed. do.y g o.t a 

f:ixeC. ej1ot
1 

ge nerally at lea.et once a month. They Ct'n , 

r.oncvor , meet on other do.tee and o.t othe1· pla.cee. 



l 
,. /0.284. BRI~ISH U:crATIOlJ, 

03LO. 

October 21et , 1930. 

Si.r , 

With reference 'to rr.v deor>t:.tch .!io. 03 cf Harch 

18th lo.'7t i I :r .. £Jve the honour to t i·.::m :imi t to you hcre;;i th 

a copy of the "Hora°1{ Lo-.;-t:'..dendo" of the &tn inatant 

containing u. Royal Res0:l ution i·e~pecting the adm:i nietrc.-

tion cf J'ar. l'.:cyen Ielo.nd: of which the fo llc\':ing is c. 

tra.nelo.tion:-

R.Q~a.l_,Beo olu.tJ:.2.!!. 

I . T~e " Sye~elm:;..n~ 11 in Svalbard ehall prov1eit Jlly 

serre o.e "~93el.!:.a.r:n" for .Jan l:v.ye1i. 

II. '.i'he extent of' t!'l.e dutie2 of the 11 SY"seel.."!1B.nn11 

on Jun Ma~:en is tha sa'Yfie ao W\?.A fixed for the 11 ~yeoelmaun" 

on Svarta.rd in ia. .. .- Ho .11 o_· .TuJy 17th, 1925 (ploase :':ee 

Sil• Francis :.indley 1 e de~patch Ho. l?O o!' June le.th, 19::5 . ) . 

III. 'Ille 11 Lag:r.annsrstt 11 fo-:- the Troms "Lagoog!1'1 

shall for the present. be the LaGffi~nnsret-t for Jen l!ey en. 

rr , ,TC,!1 l.:J.ayen CQllSti tute:J $ 6ePO.rfltC 1 .D~mfli'J0f;?l' 1 
• 

The bu:-ine'3o wl~icr. by la':' bclonp;u to the 

11 Mcrrcc.c • unJ itrr>:?tter11 ia c.llocu:ted for tho preeent to 

Tr.· 

The R~gb~ nonou~~tle 
Ar~hur l.e:i.a(,,rcc..1. l.! . P. 1 

LiE. 1{ ,, .... , , •• P Fri 1~i:p3l £eoretary of Ste.to 
·=~ r~c~ n L~.~~Ts, 

Lct1dc1 •. 



,, 

The atipulationa cont~ir.ed in the law 

respcntin~ sval~ard cf July 17th, 1925 ~~9-12 are to 

a);JPlY :.,;}l_tD~ rr.ut~nd1@ to Jen l:oyen . 

2 . ::11 tr.~ r:i~mcre:.ndum contained in my despatch 

i;o .256 of tho 29th ultimo, I have endea.vou1·cd to 

explain the r.a'Jtr~ of the Uorr.ec;ian C ourto referred 

to e.bo7e . :.: i.eed on~· a.dd that a. 11 J3Yfogcd
11 1e a s __ erifi 

whoee duties are often extenni~e, 1ncludin• those cf a 

mayo1· in so?:.e :>f the ~a.ller twne a.a r.ell as :::.c.ei sterial 

OJlOB . 

I ll.c.ve, etc., 

( Sd. ) CHAR1·1'~d WIUGFII~ . 
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J'U/.BS ]> . ll . 10])/J.4 . 

C~ TO • 

8 t h , 1930· 

/co IDhllTI ~2 

nm G CRtn \RY .ll'O l Jt.,r .1.C , 

CKP ~o· 1 • 

1th reference to my Confidential. lanute 

.P. M. 103/l-' o! the 3rd 'pril , 1930, I bee to t r onBlili t 

for your 1nfor.:l&tion , the nooocpanyi n8 copy of n 

do p tell No . o.) of tl, lt:th ~ rch, .i.930 and cncloourcs 

addreooed by Hio Lritnnnio jcoty ' s 1n1ote r u.t Oolo 

to Bia Britnr.nic llr..Jeaty ' o Pr1noipnl Secrot ary of St a te 

for For icn Affair ... co unicat1n..., tho t cxto of t .o 

l or e 1 in lcmo , the 11re t deal r!ne the ielnnd of 

Jan ~n to be incor.}torated 1n the; Kingdo of Borway 

nnd the aecond dcc:brinc tlu..t Eouvet le1a.nd 1a taken und er 

lion c inn "'o" reiL-nty a a ~LB ccaion . .It will bo 

obocrvcd th t in e ncn. cano prov! n ia made tor the 

pplic t n of llorwcgi n ln to th IW.ando . 

.r.J.so to: 

I ./ (' 

------------T ~RY .li'OR EXT lAL J\FFAIUG. 

7be c. airman, o ru 01 u·ao ano lno us tr ie e . 
.?h occretfll'Y for J.Jefenc . 
.o. .e u~cret ry lOr tiic; Interior. 



[onf iC1.~nti l. 

p..r I "~ --
..._tjth rch. 

-

15 "• nr i 1, l~ 3v. 

Sir , 

11ith reference to my Confiuential decpatch 

Dominions o.12 of the tith !~arch I havu the honour 

to tran~mit for the infor!IlLtion of Hiz' jv~ty 1 s 

Jovern ent in the union of ..outh .. ~fr ica, the 

accor.ipanyi!lti copy of a des atch from di~ qje~ty ' s 

inistor ~t 0 lo co::imU.! ic&till(; thu texts of two 

rorn1;; ,ian a . ..:-, the fin t de cl ·r illt; the 1~1 mi of 

J n ... 'yon to bt: incor orated in th Kii;,c..om of !'or~r..y 

n the second a )cl 1 inc th!. t "louvwt IslaJ.1d if' taken 

orse sion. It will 

be o terved th~t i~ e ch case prov:~ion is muae for 

th ... ut1pllcation of Uor ~u : n Law to th I .. lanaz . 

I ht1.ve t honJW' to be 

ir, 

y r l t 

~ nt, 



I 

1. 

1 ) 



o r 

d 

1 

Jul ? 

0 ( . 
') 

L 

.. 



0 27th ,930. 



, 

• • l o/l 

, 
3 0 r11, l 

J 

1 t re!erer cc to 1 th .... u 

c , 1 ..:J , l .. or r ho re it , for 

C)L, of :1 rlh r l ot 

l ' add 

lo to • J. .... rir Qip l 

:for n, r r i fli: 

J I .! h.i " 
th 

I .., r 

Aleo to: The CDL~r n, ~ara of l In JB tries; 
.. ~cret rt ior u enc • 
Th Uccret ry for Intcri~r. 



61 : 20. 

-
.Dow •• i ... treet , 

1 ')') ...,,, 1-J 

Con ·1aent1a::. . 
f) '~n.rc:h,l~.JO . 

2 . 30 . _ 

..,tr, 

i th re rerm.ce to rn., Con ~·1oontirJ. deei;.atch 

...1or:.inione Ho. 91 of the 17t. "' brual'Y, 1 hove the 

i.onour to traneII.oit, for the infor tion of His 

1 u.jc::;ty'a uoverru Jnt in tl.Q :Jr.io.u o~ ..,ou.tu. i;,i'rlce;., 

the acco. r ... r . .i ir.~ COfJ of u .1.urti.vr uespt.1.tch .i.'~·om 

.io • jost. ' s ini.;ter at 0 .... 1 o rec.:a.1.·u.lL tho 

annoxutiot. of J&n ' .. en Isl en ... b~ .;or .u.1 , end the 

o plict.ticn of • orwe iLJl "'" ... to Jan ~· :,en and 

oouvot IsJ und ... . 

r 1~ ... vc tfJ l ono lr to bo ' 

uir, 

Your ost obodiFJnt, 

hu ... bl . Sl":lrvan t. 

\Jl.IC11. 0 ..,Q..,. .~ ... RIC ••• 
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( tgned) PA SFlEL.0. 
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COPY , 

llo. 61 . 

Sir, 

nritioh Legation, 

Oslo . 

20th Fet;ruo.ry, 1930 . 

With reference to rr:y despatch No . 9 of the 14th 

ultimo I ha.ve the honour to report th.at the 33111 proposing 

~hat i:or.vegia.n Civil law, crimioo.l la.w and lswo on 

judici&l procedure shall te applied to Bouv et nnd Ja.n 

M~en islands we.a adopted ur..animous)¥ "ty the Odeleting 

on the l'th i nstant without de'tate . 

2 . According to "Tidens 'Iegn", .Tan !fuyen Isl..'\nd 

~ill, vy the ter::ns of tnis Pill, become an integral part 

of the Kingdom in the ea.me m.::i.nner GB Spitsbergen. Bouvet 

Island, however, is to 'to considered as a l'.lorNegian 

poaeee e i on, and in this connection 11 Tidena '.i'egn11 points 

out that it is therefore not untraneferable( "uavhendelig" ) . 

3 . The Bill 7fill no·::, in accordance with the 

ueu<U procedure , be laid befo::.·e the Lagting, after which, 

if it is passed 't'J tb.at oody, it will be submitted for 

the Royal assent. 

I ha.ve, et c ., 

{ Sd . ) CHA..11L~S WiliGlrIELD. 

The Right Honourable 

..1.rthur Henderson, ;! .P . , 

His Maj eety 1 a Principe.l Secretary of State 

for I<'orei ~ J.tfaire , 

etc . , etc ., etc . 



........... 

p .u. 103/14. 

CAPE 1'0 • 

24th ch, 193 • 

TU G CRL'TAnY FOR JUSTIC.i:;, 

OAPE 'l'O 

I farmrd here 1th, for yoUl' info ti on, 

copy ot a despatch o. 9 or the 14th January, add:res ed 

by HiB l'i t nnic jeaty•a lliniet r at o lo to lli 

coty•s Principal Secretary of ute.te for Foreign 

Aft 1rs, Lendon, r rdi th annexat1 on ot Jon &yen 

Isl nd by ?orwa.y am the application of r ez;inn ln"a to 

J yen and Bouvct I lands. 

- -
1~ \IR • 

ALSO 'l'O: 

THB SECRil'l'.ARY FOR TBS IIITm I~ , CAPE Ta. • 

THE CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF TRADE Am> INDUSTRI S, CAPE TOWN. 

THE SRCRETARY FOR DEJ?.illJCE, CAPE 'l'O«N. 



, 

--

U!JIOI. vF sou.... .L..FR c1~ 

DomiL ... u .s I.o . ~~ 1 
.Do .n na Stroot . 

CO!IFID.o:.i ... .l: At. 17 Feb ·u ry, 1930 . 

Sir , 

I have tho honour to transmit, for the 

inforr ... o.tion of Eis l.!o.jeety ' s Gov rnmcnt tn the Union 

of South Africa , tho Lccompanyine copy of a despatch 

froffi His I.:a.jesty ' s linistor et Oslo regarding the 

ennexa.tion of Jan l.!llyen Islund by IIor'7ay and the 

applicc.ti\>n o ... 1;orwegian lo.'7B to Jan L:ayen and .uouvet 

Isl&nJ.s . 

2. As regards .i:souvct Island, I wo ~d invi. te 

l
re!crer.ce tc llr. Amery ' s oonfiJenticJ. des~ etch Do:.ninions 

o . 591 of the 18th Dece ber, 19~8, end previous 

correspondence . 

3 . I toke the opportunttyto enclose , with 

.2Jh_h0.~• r~fC.fOilCC t.o "he :firet J;lll'agra h 0 l!r . 1ingfiold ' B 

dOCJ>ll11ch , e. co. y oi' a note fro .. the IIorwe£ian I .. L.ister 

o the 9th L~Y last announcing t .e ormt..l a.rnexat:on of 

Jen t:c.yen Iale.nd by P.o:;a.l Decree o ... &he 8th I..ey , 1929 . 

I huvo the honcu .• : 110 be, 

Sir. 

Yo..tr most; 1.1 d · ent , 

"/ hw: ble u<.;1·v~t. 

............ • ., ... '.ER OF illC.1..i.:.Rl1.tu. ~. JJA. RJ ?.r 
UlllCU 



co~ . . 

:11 r I 

BRI r1s; L°!XJ.ATIOr 

OSLO . 

Jr->-.1un.ry 14th, 1930 . 

I hnve the honour to inform you that, i n t h e 

King of Nor•:ay' s Speech opening tht.1 Stort ina. o.-i t1:e 

l~th 1 nat?nt, Hin 1"aj eaty mentionrJd that Jan Mayen 

Isl ~nd h rul bean t:!ken uncl;Pr norwegian sovereignty 

by Royn.l Procl Pm'::.t;i on on l!RY .~th la.~t. 

2 . To-~oy t !- 0 Uir.ist ~r of Soc1"1 Aff-:iirs 

introduced into t:~e OdP.lsting a Bill proposinrs that 

judic i r.l procedurP- e;.."l.11 be ?.p::;>lied to the n<3W 1;o r.:egian 

pofl3!"ssi ons of Bouvet ::ind Ja."l i~ayen Islan~s . It 

provided, }·o·.-ever, t!1·lt ··dth re17,.P.rd l;o t t:.e judicial 

proc edure iawe, the King ie empowered to introduce 

aucil modificq,tions as arP. necC'ssi t:lted by the conditions 

o"nt nining , whilst Hie Ilaj caty i a al BO 0J'l'l:pov10red to ma1:e 

regul:'l.ti ons for cq.rryinr, out t;he leeisloti on in force. 

{SGD . ) Charles Winsf1~1d. 

ThP. Ric;ht Honourable 
Arthur Hen dcrs on, H.F. , 

nio ~·Rj~sty 1 e Principal Secrf't<lry 
of StntA for Eoreign AI;Pir6, 

London. 
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(W 11298/98/ 50) 

1io . 2160 

Sir, 

BRI TI SH E1IBASSY , 

"NA.S tilliJ TOlT, D . C . 

lio vember 22nd. , 1929. 

With refe rence •o Sir E. Howard's deepRtch 

no . 721 of April 12th last and previous correspondenc e 

regarding Commander Byrd 1 e expedi ti on to the Antarctic, 

I h~vr. t he honour to transmit herm1ith a copy of a reply 

·trl":icr I rave !10\,. received. from the Department of State to 

the not e which His Majesty ' s Ambassad or addressed to t hem 

on this eu b~ ect 1 n November last . 

2 . It appen.rs fro;;. this reply t hat the United 

States Gov~rnrncnt have no illJJlediate intention of 

contesting Briti sh claime in the Antarctic, on t he 

l i nes for ecaeted by tre American press in April last and 

reported in Sir E . Howard 1 e deapR.tch under reference • . 

Now th ~t Commnnder Byrd and h i e party have emerged from 

tr P.ir winter quarters , the "New York Times" and otl ... er 

papers nre ta.king a renewed. intorest in their doings 

but l have so far seen no furth~r referenc es in the press 

to the possibility of their disooveriee or o! any other 

pot ential American claimo to territory in the Antarctic 

bein5 taken up by the United States Goi;t1Srnment. 

l have , etc • , 

(Signed) Ro."l"JJ.d Campbell . 

The Rii;.,t Hon . Arthur Henderson, Y. P., 

etc,, etc., etc . 



crp • • ·-
Depa.rt1 .. ent of St1l.te , 

W~er.in-t on, D .C . 

llovernber 15th, 1929. 

My dear Mr. Char~e d 'Affaires , 

i'y attention ha.e bee n c a lled to a note, 

No . 5~6 of Uovamber 17th , 1928 , from the Ambassador , 

rep;arding Command er Byrd's scienU!ic expedition fr+o 

th A Antarctic regi one , which apparently haa not beer. 

n.ckn ov:l ed~ed • 

I therefore haaten to exprees to you the 

Depart~~nt ' s regret at the apparont over3ight and 

at the same time to eJC!)ress i t s appreciation of t h e 

intere3t of your Government in Corr.rnander Byrd's 

expedi t ior,. 

Tne rert>rence in the Ar:J.bnssador 1 s note to the 

\ 

summary of proceedings of the Imperial Confe'rence of 1926 

containinn: an account of discussions concerning certq,i•1 

regiono of the Antarctic, hao been noted, tut ~ince it 

ie asEi'J!llcd that t hie wa.e merely brou~ht to the 

Depo.rtrnent ' e attention for its in:fornmtion, no coramen.t 

by the Dcp~rtment would ·s~em to be called for at t~i~ 

til'!le . 

I am, my dear I!r. Campbell, 

Sine erely yours, 

(Si~ed) J .P. Cotton . 

Mr . Ronald Ien Campbell , 

Charr~ d'Affaires ad interim 

of Great Bri tain . 

031 P.yrd South Polar 
E:xpedi t i on/38 



-------

Si r, 

BRITI SH EI.mASSY , 

WAShlliGIOU , D. C . 

l:ovO?!l"bllr l?th , 1928 . 

I nQv~ the honour to inform you , in accordance 

with inAtruct iona received f r om His Maj eat y 1 s Acting 

Principal Sr.cretary o !. State for Foreign A! 1'ci.~ rs , thot ~i e 

Mei_j es t y 1s Governments in different countriec of the l!l:'rpi re 

have iearnt t h'1t an 'American e xpe di t i o:i , under Comr:i:m er 

Byrd, has sto. rted on a voyage o f sciantific rP.eea.rch in the 

Antnrctic r egions . iiin l!ajecty ' s Governmen1tl concern:-d will 

watch witr. e~pecial interest t~e progress of this expedition 

or. account of the: i ~teres; whicl: they t hem1s el ves t ake in the 

regions in v1hi rh tl;e:;· understand trnt the 1::.ulk of the 

rosearcl: by Ccn-ta.nder Byrd and his party i s to be undertaken. 

l t will probably be rP.ca.11ed that certain r egions of the 

Antarctic for;:-ed t•_e subject of discussions wbich took y,l~ce 

at t,!v· lmperi[\l Co!dt•renc e held in London in 1926 . An 

account of t!cke dincusoione is r.;iven on rageA 3j qnd 34 of 

the Publ i.c 3t..re:nnry of Proceedin~a , a cop:r of rr.ich. I :r.evFJ 

t he hon~ur ~o transrit to ·ou herewith , 

I ....m to add thll.t Hie .'n}esty 1 a Go.•ernr.ier.ts wi sh 

euccess to <:.he expedi tioa, nnd tr at , if the United States 

Gove:-nment so desi re, instructions wi11 be issued to 'the 

ar.propriate attthori tiee to afford Cornmander Byrd every 

assistanc e in t.~eir power while t"1e expedition is in the 

Rosa Depe!1::lency 'lnd t:ie Falkland lala.nds Dependencies . 

I have , et c . , 

(Signe d) ESME BOWARD . 

The Honourable 
Frank B . Kellogg, 

Secretary of St~te of the United States, 
Waehington, D . C. 



T 

(1 . 23~5/l 04/~0) 

o . [ C/J.~23 . 

The .:Ut; ht • • .:mc..urable 

l . • 10..,/ 14 

• r\, e ... n I e t"'o •• , 

Lcndo1., 

...th ay, 1 2~ . 

Sir A1.<wte1. Chamber:::..iin , K. C., f . C. etc . 

J rder of my T v l'r: e...'lt eve the h n lr 

to .. fQrw yov.r Exc~ .... lenc.f that .. n a.yen Ie:l nd has 

b en tu •. en urder or\•,egi&n ..iovereignt.l b/ rloyal 

1ecree of the 8th a/, :::..~Gv • 

olice aJt'hority on the i... 1)j ie exerciceo 

~J the .e d Qr the, teorol ical ..it tion. 

I ve etc . 

< s~ . ) t . 



(N. 2325/1804/30) 

No. 56/ 1929. 

The Right Honourable 

P. • 103/14 

l orwegian Legation, 

LOndont 

9th May, 1929. 

Sir Austen Chamberlain, K.c., P.C. etc . 

S ro, 

By order of my Gover nment I have the honour 

to intorc your Excellency that Jan Mayen Ie1and has 

been tnxen under Jtorwegian Sovereignty by Royal 

Decree of the 8th r:ay, 1929. 

Police authority on the islan'.l is exercised 

by the Head of the Meteorological Station. 

I have etc. 

(Sgd.) B. Vogt. 



CQ.IL. 

~lT ~325/1804/30) . 

ro . 56/l '323 . 

l·oEhEGIA. 1~3GAT10.i , 

Londres , 

le 9 n:ni, 1 ')29 . 

r 1ordre demon Gouvernement , j 1ai 1 1honneur 

de porter A la connni~sancc de Votre Excellence 

oue l 1~la de .J::'l..n I.:aycm , p~r .J6cr0t Roy".l du 8 1 i>::. 

1929, ~ etP soumise ~ l~ scuv~rainot~ de la 

i:orvl-e , 

L 1 au~orit6 ie police danu l'tie ~st exerc6~ 

par le c~ef de la s:~·ion re6t6oro1o~ioue . 

Veuillez ogre er , rons icur le l'i-::i at re , lee 

,... ...... u.r 0 ?1cea de I!'~ nlue hn.ute considilr '1.~ io • 

(Sign~) B. Vogt . 

The RiC",ht Hl)nOUl''l°hle 

Sir Austrn Chft~bA~l31n, K.G . , P .C., 

ti• C'. ' etc., etc . 



e:xperi 1 l:r ts " s vo1•y o •t;, .i , ... ;r, , 1 wl thu cY. ec .a. t.:..1)1 011ld , 

be31.ce !oodlr.• tr.e er ... or. i.he wrole 1. , p1•opare about 

t cntJ· tons of tir..ne •. 1Jat fo1 010. .\ f'ui•thor suoject on 

hlch 1r . l;hris tcr.nen as ;)r ine ·1 s t. 

•lan ... 1 , narrov anti ul' ll s of 1rnle for 

: iave u tc . , 

.tillzet'0n of the 

lcaJ. use . 

(~i.? ed} F. o. r,r. . .;L.:.Y . 



bays . Jounul ngs · .ould ue takeu by moan . or tho a cr.o s oundin~ 

aponratus , enu sanples or the bot.torr. or the sea would be 

exa:ni1.ed . Ttrnse observations \"JOUlc" bli carried out. Crom a 

numbo1· of .Hffcrent points , pl'ol>ably aoout a huri.ired . 

The exoo:litior. would also at.tempt to brlng home living 

specimet s of fur - IJearirig aninals f'r tho zoological e;ardeM3 , 

as well es specin~ns of other &!imalo una damplos of st.one , 

:noss , ate , 

~~ . ,.1r . Christenssr ••.. t!ntioned fu1•ther that twent;~· - five 

Vibalos bed oeon me.r·ked last :rear by the "Nol'vegla" , and that 

further marking would oe carri1:1d on auring t.hc coming expedi 

tion . ~pecial darLs had bden const1~cLed , on ~hich was en

p:raved the caoital letter 11
:.

1
• and a number; and it was very 

T.uch r ooed that enyon~ who too'' .. hales wl th these marks on 

them ·.:ould report the occur re nee to nL1. 

4 . .. r . Christ.enser. continued t!w t Lhe " Norvegia" would 

sail over the r-irsa \'mere the mysterious himrod Islonds were 

placed , and wouli again look for Dougherty Island in the 

po.1t1on civon by .auu . ,)urlni; the fllghta the aeronauts 

woulrl at. .. c.npt. to di . .,cover wnet.het' the top of l.3ouvot lsland 

vias a crater , as well as to chart tnat island and Peter 

Island vlth the help of ohotographs fron the air . In 

Bouvet lsl~1d a nevi di:mot. •1ould oe pla.;tid instead of the 

one vlllch r•as carrie1 r..vay last winter . 

5 . C'inall:,r ,. 1 t ....as ~en tionod tt.a t the 11 'fhor.Jhammer" 

woula have on board the first machinery for preparing vl!rnle 

meat. her 'le tic ally . rc1e invm,tor was a r . Vetlosen, \'tho had 

be .11 ...lXPerlnor tin? for over throe yei1rs with ttio object of 

el.1.nina tu1~ thu tos t.e of oil 11. tnu meat . ~he rosalt of his 

cxperi .nents .• .. 



GOP .. 
r,o , 320 . ~ brltL..h Le•ation , 

OvLO. ( 1. 8349/9t.</..iC) 

Sir , 

r l th reff..)runC3 tc ... ;r d<Jspatch No . 188 of the 2£Jth 

e.y lnl'l1.. l have tne honoul' to i•t•port th1.1t an intervieYI 'ith 

111" , Lu1•1J C.:hriatcmsen or. the sul>jclc t, of t.lrn fot'thco nlng cruise 

of his s:ilp 111.orvegia'' in t!le Antuc·Llc '11£\S oublished in the 

1.orwogian "Shipping Ge.zet Le" lnst nig t . ~r . Chriotensen is 

report.od ns nuving s tatod t,!1D.t Urn .;orvogla'' was now lying 

in South Georglu , ancl that tho '1 Thor 111 ·~as luavlng :Norway 

tomorrow vlth the crew of the 11 Norvot.;iu11 on bosrd , a.nd t.h11t the 

"Tno:•shammer" , "1.1th Cantai ~iisec-- Larsen a.rid Mr . Lutzc-;1~ -Holl 

an l tneir flying mschlnes was loaving the day after . It is 

!ntend0d tt1ut t e · l.orve.,::ie.11 should meet the "Thol'Shammor'' at 

Bouvet Island and tal~e on board the l:l~ ln:r me.chines and act as 

their mother - 9hip . The 11 i~orvog1u" and the airmen would help 

Captain Bull i.n the 11 Tho1·s1.a1rnner" as long as l t was desirable , 

but as soon as Gap tuin id ls Larsen tmd t.no 11 Nol'vegia.11 
han 

obtained tl1eir obJec t , l t was intended that the 11 t.01•vegia11 

should follow the ice 1.>ari"lur right, round tho Antu1•tic oasin . 

2 . It was reeker.el that the vo:ro.g~ would take aoout 

four months . Canter Riiser-La1·Gen would undertake the 

scientific work • 1lch v.rould include invostlgot.ions regarding 

the ice , tne ocenn currents , the to nporaturo of the sea and 

the 1-'rosonce f \;hitle J.'ood along the ice and within the open 

bays • ••• • 

The P. I •ht. Honou rnl> 1 o 

Ar·t.hur Hond ... rson , .M . P ., 

Hls aajosLy ' s Principal 3ecret.ery of St.Btc 
for Fo1•eign Affairs , 

LOnJ...X:n, . 

;) 23 h';Z, - 47 l l 



uiuo1; OF SOUl'H AFRICA 

f .... Demi nion a No. 

SECRET 

329. 22nd August_ 

Downing Street, 

18 September, 1929. 

Sir, 

With reference to my secret despatch 

Dominions No. 313 of the 10th ;ruly , I have the 

honour to transmit, for the infonnation of Hie 

I!&jestyfc Govermient in the Union of South Africa, 

the accompal'\)'ing copy of a despatch from Hie 

Ua.j esty' s llinister at Oslo regarding a proposed 

Norweeian expedition to the Antarctic. 

! have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient , 

humble servant, 

THE MINISTER OF ED'ERllAL AFFAIRS, 

UNION OF SOU~H AFRICA. 

Pc.ssr;d to .. ~~· ·'·· ..................... . 
/c-Oj;G·!~~fltrf'teN . 

for l rl r l Kl.IATION 
015.PG&AL 

·ii'/ .. . Init ials .• /~ 



('7 5456/90/50) 
98 

Ho . 188 . 

Bri'tieh Legatioi., 

Oslo . 

29th May, 1929 . 

Sir , 

It was not m.til this mom. ing that I had e.n 

o:p:poi·tur .. ::. t'J of speruci;1e: to the Prime Uinister on the subject 

of DoughertiJ Isla.id , ln a.ccordo.nce with the instructioi1S 

c.:onhi.ned in your !lesrutch ~:o . 188 (H 33<:17 / 9a/150) of the 

St~ instru1t. I rc:r.J.nd ed His Excellenc~r th11t l had al-

re:idy mentioned to him, {see lest paragr aph of ey telegra=i 

~.o . ? of the 2? th February laat} , that lir . Bull , a l~or . .'l')gio.il 

subject, had been grar,.ted a licence by His Me.jest:,· ' s 

Go,·e:::·noent ill respect of this island in 1913 , o.nd I a:!.so 

d1·ew his attent io1 .. to the feet thet Consul Lara Christe .... -

sen , the owner of the s . s . 11 ilorvegia", had hin:self appl.i~d 

to His I'ajesty' s Goveri..:r.er,.t for a licence in i ·espect of the 

same islai.d i.u 19~6 . Boti1 these i'a.cts were mantioned i!.l 

Imperial Co;1fere.nce ?aper llo . ::. . 130 und in 1 ts 1'.ppendix A . 

As r egards ?..r . Curistensen ' s applic.:ation, I mentioned tl!ut 

the :.orwegio.11 Nuvru. 1. ttuche in Londoi.l had personally 

intei·vcued on hie behalf . 

2 . itr. :Iowilickel took careful uote of what I had to 

say , but did !.ot go further thwi to state that .Dougherty 

lsla11d vmuld .. 1ot be a1.1.1Cxed by th'3 ... orwcgi.a.n Govcrur.-ent 

\':ithout further con:munication with His Lla.jesty• s Govcrnncllt . 

I have, etc . , 
(~or H. Ll . Uinis~er) 

(Signed ) A.l\•nr:,• Gascoigne . 

Right Honourable 
Sil· !.usteu Chrunberlaiu, K. G •. !.'. . P . , 

His ; ujecty' s P1·inci:pal ~ 
Soc:rota1-y of State :for l'orcign Af. fairs , ~ JUJ ' 

otc., etc .. etu . / ·~ 

/ 
2 . ~ 



\ 

( ; 3397 /98/ 50) .. :.o . 18tl . 

Sir , 

FORE! Gl? OFFICE, S . J?. l. 

8th lfay·, 1929 . 

·,ith referen<:e to your despatch .;0 . 7J of :C'ebruary 

26th , l t.nve to inforr:i ~·ou that it is not desired that you 

should volunteer w1y statemellt to the .... orwegio.n Gove1·nment 

on the subject of the repor·ced. official occ.'Upotio.n of ?ctor 

I Io land by t:- c s . s . "l!orvegia'' . If . llowever, tha 

.• orweglal. Go•·er1.a:ient sho::ld ti:emselves approach you in the 

matter ;>·ou should i·eply that His :.:ajesty 's Goverumer .. t in the 

Ur .. ited Kingdom mke l!O clnira to the island . You should 

o.t the sa:.:e tlrae , i11 viev1 of the reported 11lte!ltion of tha 

s . s . '' I\orvegia" to visit Dougherty Island , take the cpport:.:.,.1-

ity of dra·;;i;1g the att'3!-tion of the Horwegian Government (a) 

to the circUillS tune es rel.,, t i.l.g to the issue of u licence to ~ 

l.orwegian subject 111 l.913 in respec't of Dougherty Island , as 

sunrnur i£od l1 • .... ppe.ndix .• i:o Imperial Jonferenco Paper :;o . 

E 1;30, a copy of which i8 1.Ulderstood to be in your possess.i.ou : 

w .. d (b ) to the fact, also recorded in pa.Per jfo . E L30 , thn~ 

in 1926 Captain Christensen , th~ owner of s . s . "!!orvegia", 

hilnself applied to His ~!ajesty ' s Government in the United 

Ki.'1gdon for a wh.:lllng lic0nco in respect of Dougherty Island. 

You should add. that , ill reply to euquirlet. made by the 

DoI:linions Office , o.dditional iJ..formatiOJl i.n com1exion with 

his e.pr.11c:.i.t1o" ·v11s s-;ip llied b:i· tho _.aval : .. ttncne at the 

.. :01·;:eglan Legat.ion .iil Lo11c10.u , who personally intervened on 

r~::i.pto.i!1 Christer1sen ' s be •• alf . 

Iru., etc., 
( 6'or fac. Secretary of State) 

l'he Ho.hourable 
( S~gilad l .. ! .. Leeper. 

Sir· :'ranc::is Lindley , K. C .~~ . G ., C. L . , 
ate . , etc ., etc., 

Oslo . 

~ 22305 - 28 G I 
1. 
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Th.Iring the vo~-ege from South Snetle.nds no shoals of 
1halcs V7ere see.1 nor aliY c.:opepods . 

Tl e ":lorvegia" left Peter lat Island on February 9th 
and net the pack ice at 700 South Latitude and 920 30' 
fest Longitude. .:..t 1090 30 ' ·:eat Longitude it was 
impossible to proceed farther south . The ice there was 
on a level with the ship 1 a bulwarks, and there was not 
the slightest opening in it . At 1220 west Longitude the 
ice forced the "Noivegia" to the north west. On Februai-J 
15th the ship was at 690 South Latitude and 1270 West 
Lo.11gi tude and steered to the north west towards the Ross 
Sea sector . During that voyage the ".iJorvegia" sailed 
over areas wh ich were quite u.o.lmowu, and eome distance 
to the south of the line vJhich is marked on charts as 
the ice barrier, in a sea which was named after Roald 
Amundsen . According to a wireless ~esage received to-
day the nuorvegia" was yesterday at 500 South Latitude 
aud about 1700 West Longitude, seeking Swain's Island, 
concerning which I reported in my articles on the 25th 
and the 26th :.nstant. 

As was the case during the voyage of "Odd r• it was 
also found this year that the waters of the west of the 
Shetland Isl811ds are practically devoid o:f whales and 
oopepods. Thus the 11 l~orvegia" reports from Peter let 
Islalld that they only met 25 whales in all. blue Vlhales , 
finbacks and humpbacks. 

The idea of establishing a meteorological static~ 
on rlouvet I sland this year n ad to be entirely abanC.oned, 
but a fresh attempt would be made next year. 

Fredriksvern, Febxuary 26 , 19 29 . 

5. 



The Geographical Journal .iil a 11 article concerniug 
Bouvet I sland produced in No . 6 , 1928, I:'la.intained t ha t 
1;1 co11siderati on of Capta in r:orris!.E decided contention 
th a·t he discovered Tl:ompson Island in 1825 , and en the 
basis of tte confirmation ·nhich Captain Fuller had given 
with regard to the existence of the Island i.n 1893, 
there was no reason to doubt the existence of the Island. 
Lieu te!l3nt CoI!:ffia!lder R. T . Gould, R .t:. (retired) carr.e to 
a similar concl~sion and ~aintained this i n his recently 
p ublished book "Oddi ties". In that connect ion capt air. 
Loreen on the "lforvegia" received telegraphic orders to 
make a careful sear ch for Thompson Island and " The 
Ch1mnies11 • 

In co.ufonnity vii th these instructions the "Horvegia" 
left Bouvet I sland on the 20th De oember , and cruised 
about for 8 days within an area limited by 40 35' west 
Lo.ugitude and 50 17 ' Ea. .... t Longitude and 520 South Latitude 
and 550 South La t i tude searching for Thompson Isla.u.d , but 
wi t hout r esult . No land or signs of l and wer e observed 
in or near the positions given by llorris , Fuller and 
Goul d . It must ther efore be taken fo r granted that 11ha t 
l~orrie eaw on December 13th, 1825, and which he believed 
to be an island , was nothing but a large capsized iceb~rg 
upon which there had fixed t.hezr...selves stones .and gravel 
whilst it 'Has aground on the west coast of the Isla11d 
which we IlO\'r call Bou\"et Island. S imilar black icebergs 
were observed by the 11 Norvegia" expedition this year, a nd 
Captain ?1!. Halbert ?.:ikkelsen, on Consul Lar s Christe!lsen ' s 
tankship the "Thor~y" , in a let te r to the owners written 
on board that vessel at sea , 400 South Latitude , dated 
January 9th , 1929, reported that on the way home fron 
the pack ice his ship passed the position given on the 
British Adl;iiral ty ' s charts for Thompson Island and 11 The 
Chimnies11

• without having seen them . On the other hand 
he I:let several ooal black icebergs which at first he 
took to be i s lands . To one of the~ he had even given 
the name 11 Thor~y11 before he discovered his mistal~e . 

If Norris and Puller really saw Thompson Island and 
" The Chimnies" in 1825 and 1893 reepeo·vivol:; , which is 
very doubtful , then the only explanation of the disap
pearance of the island and rocks is that after 1893 they 
must have been swallowed up by a submrine sinki.ug of the 
crust of the earth, a deluge , or by a volcanic eruptio~ 
similar to that at Krakatau . 

!'dter these resul tless investigations the '' l!orvegie." 
went be.c~ to the 11 Thorsh8.!:JI:ler" in order to bunker, and 
left that vessel on January 4th with De caption Island as 
its destination . The "ltorvegia" arrived there on 
Januar;:l 23rd, and also during that voyage scienti~ic 
imrestigatioLS were mde , atld she then proceeded to Peter 
lst Island which oue of Christensen' e Bailing ships, 
"Odd 1'

1 had visited 1n the season 1926-27 . On that 
island, which was discovered by the Rue eian Circu.muaviga 
tor vou Bellingsheuseu on January lQth , 1~21. , the 
nor'\'~giei1 flag was hoisted 8.lld the ielar4d ta.ken in to 
possession in the 11ar:ie of King Haakon VII on February 2nd, 
1929 . During their stay at the island the weather was 
very bad, a.ad stor ms a11d fog rendered the work difficult . 

4 . 



(:E11closuro to Sir P . Lindl y 1 q Despatch ho . 73 , ZU . 2 . 29 . ) 

' 
TR:J43L .'rio:~ ~ ROl~: 

"Uorges Har.idele og Sj\lfartstidende" . 

(The 1.orwegio.n JourHnl of Com.eorce and i:>hipping . ) 

Febru u·y 27th, 1929 . 

'"rhe urea west of South Shetlands !.IJ.'C.ctic:nlly devoid 
01 whales . 

11 In the Roald ; .. 1nuudse1J.1 s Son the " ... ~orvcgic.'1 saw only 
25 whales and no copdpods . 

" Tho vessel has been farther sonth in those waters 
thon ru.y other expedi tioi. . Bou vet Ialo.11d is uot to have 
u wireless station this seuson . 

" Coal black drifti11g icebergs •uhich looked surpris
iugly like isla.11ds. 

"Thorapsoll Isla.Hd is probaoly such a.n 11 island'' . 

By Bjarue Aagoard . 

As mentioned in the ofilcial comr:runique ~·csterda.y , 
the " Horvegi '' left South Gcorgiu on 1.ovember 18th , 19Z8 , 
on 1 ts new expedi tio.n under the command off Gap to.fo liils 
Larsen, who was first officer on the previous voyage . 

Ou the way to Bouvet Island :r:iete.crolo[iical nnd 
ocear.ographical investigatio1 s were constuutly undertaken 
by Dr. Olsto.d's assistant , who went OH boo.rd in South 
Georgia. , whilst Dr. Olstad, who wns the scientific 
leader of the expeditioH , wo.s to join at Bouvet . He 
left for Bouv et lelund 011 Octo bP.r 14th . on bonrd the 
flc ntingfactory " Thorsh-:u:i..mei'", and ou his 11rrival went 011 
board the " Norvegia" , which i.u the meantime had reoched 
t·he meetine plnce agreed npot • From :December 9th to 13th 
n quautity of materinl belonging t;o th(:j meteorological 
station wns t:::ansfcrred :!:rom tne ''Thorshrumner" to the 
" l~orvcgia" . ':'I'.is was finished just before the arrival 
of the ''Pythin." , another floating :factory belonging to 
Chr istensen, wl:ereupon , a qunntl ty of muterial Vias taken 
from the latter. on D~cenber 16th investigations were 
made with regard to a suitable spot :for the meteorological 
st:ltion and this wcrk w~s continued 011 the 17th ar.d 
follo\·1ing days . the results uere tho.t the ou.l~/ suitable 
spot was found to be Lars Islai1d, 'llld doubts were ~ven 
expressed rcgardi11: that . The weather was very bad most 
oi' the tim~ , with storms, fog and high soas . ;~s long as 
they renained t.t ·the sla.i1u wii•eless <;crmectiou was very 
bo.d , a pl.onc::i0ho1. which was also noticeable duri1.ig t.:ic 
"l1o:xvegie's" first voyage . Bouvet o.p:pearod to be what 
is k11own as " a dead poir.:~·· . During tholr stoy there 
members of the oxpeditio11 wont ashore .iu Bouvet Iolond 
und aloo on Lo.rs Island . 



hie mistnke . This ma:; possibly be the explar.ntioJJ of 
the m;o;th coacern111g these islands • 

. h'Or.i Bom et 1slru1d the ship pl'oc:eeocd to the edge of 
the ice nud theuce to Dec ..,t101. on South i>hetlru.ds nere 
it toolt: a full cargo of co;l, ~1.d further woetHo.rd to 
Poter Ist Isluud , which 01. 'euru·n·y 7tn b:r authc1·it:t from 
the .• orwegiru. Government ·vu.s occupied 'lS •. or·vegian 
torri tory . lo claim to Peto1· fat Isln1.d has been mde 
by otb er Po,io1·s. It w:::is first seen 1n 1U21 by a Hucsiaii 
expo di ti ou unC:er the commo.nd of /':.dmiral ,·01 • .Bellinghausen 
3nd later by a l'renchr..a11 Ch'lrcot . But no one had boe11 ou 
t"3llore there bc!ore . The island is 9 nuut1ool miles lo.1g 
in a i!o1·tric::ly to sot. thorly dircc.:tion . 

.. swill be rrn:ie;nberod, Coil13\,l Ch:i:istenso1. sent his 
ship "Odd I" to the lsla .• d lH 19~7 . They su<.:ceeded for 
the fire. time in approaching close to it but 11obody went 
011 store. !lo;-: ever , maps ·.vere mnde and pho togrnphs tuken, 
soundings were made in the Vioiulty , nud by bottom 
scraping a collection was made for samples oi oto:10 v:hich 
have subsequently been scie11tifically investieuted ai.d 
described by Hcn·r 01'1f AL ton Broch , - • Sc . 

-------------
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("J:ncloeurc to ::>ir r . Lilldlcy's :iespatch J• O • 73 , 28 . 2 . 29) 

"':'icleue Pegn" 

27 . 2 . 29 . 

In connectio11 wi -t.h the nboYe repoi·t CoLsul 
Chr1stc.-:se!l nas giver. us the following complete informo.
tj on regarding the e:-...'Jledi t.ion. 

The " Norvegia" , which as will be re11f'ln" -red was 
:~ave:::-.'31.1 d·u:ia.ged duri.ug her lnst e:i.:.pec1itio .l , :-~n been 
lying flt So1.th Georgio. for repuir:d duriug tl 13 winter 
ui.der t le di r ection of L·u·sen , :first riate , who is in 
CO!l)'j_nnd of the vessel o.o the pres0nt expeditio.n . Iu 
order to $'.IC.!-icv_, its objoct, vii ., to inveetig:ite the 
occur 1:cnc"' of w~ales off the F!i.lklnnd Isla.i.ds , the 
"i.orveg ., ho.s ~ coq;letlJ scieutific equipment 011 board . 
':L'llus there a r e a:l .K.indo of instru~ents for sounding 
dr:lep water , for masuring ternperHtures and for obtaining 
samples of ·.1e.ter from the depths of tne sen . The 
expeaition has paid special attentio11 to securing complete 
observ at1ol!s of -;;he occurrence of ice a .d the direction 
of currents, :.::e:::.ers which are of great interest to 
whalers. The occ-.irreuce of copepods is also of course of 
the greatest ir.!porte.uee , aud '.'lhenever there has !..e .J1 ai. 
op:;iortu!lity the lanes in the ice hove been entered a ... 1d 
samples taken of the t:o:pe:pods beueo.th the ~urface of the 
ic.:e , \7hei·e as a r: ... le the~1 are deposited llJr..e a brown 
l.:lyer . There is also on boo.rd a CO!jplete equ ipireut fo r 
111.dertal::L1g bot wm scra1 i1!g, and this )'ms beeu done 
exteusively arouild Bouvet and P~tcr Ist Island. ;_..;cord
il'<: .. to the reports discoveries haYe be ')n mac1e there •,7!1ich 
:'.Jr . Ole tad , ·,vho is n Zoologist ar.u vrn.s 111 Gou th She ulr..wds 
o.nd South Georgia lo.st yeo.1', conuide.L' S t o be hitherto 
unknown spt:cies. The exriedition has twice c rossed t-he 
old whul ing arec. i.u. the Julkla1id s sect 101. , a11d i11 a ddi
tioh , has foll.owed the ic:e :for some distruice eaetwo.1·d , 
uouth of i3om-et . The;r r..ave thus undoubtedly made valu-
able observo.tiolis regarding the •·tock of \•1ho.les , obser'\'a
tious "/tlich in future will be of great impor tance for 
l!orr;egian whnling. llesides lei.ding on Bouvet Islo.J:d 
ti. ey also went ashore on a little iclalld in the neighbour
hood ·vh ich has b1_en given the w~11e Larr I..;land after 
Ccneul Ch1·iste;.sen 1 s llttlo so.u. 

Great interest is attached to the in:fo11llatio.1 that 
the expedition was not able to fi11d Thompson Island and 
" rhe Chimr.ties 1 , al t!.o-....gh it cru.ised for niI.le days . from 
Dece'!:lbor 20th - 29th , in the waters where ~nglishmen 
assei·t that the Islo.nd~ lie , and the aoundinr:s \7ere 
taker. down tc 1500 m. \d thou. t reachir1g bottom. Iu 
this co.1:.nection it ~-iy also be stated that the Ca:ptair1 
Ol1 Co1ieul Christ~nseLl' s trulL bout "The Tl.o:r'6y" , when ile 
returJ.i.Cd hom-e in Ja1 uo.1: , had orders to mo.ks hi~ <.:om·se 
accordiiig to the alleged position of the islauds , but 
he , too , so.w nothing of them . In his report to tl•e 
o·:rnerFl the Captain of 11 The Tt.o:i•oy'1 w1-ote that he had 
obser,·ea no isl::u.ds but llud several tir03 u beei. deceived 
by .:oal bl:.ick icebergs , Ol.Ld th<i.t ill one cose he ha.d 
ever. named a large iceberg : rhoro;t' before ne discovered 
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.1~0 . ?3 . 

Sir, 

BRITISH LEGAT!Oll 

OSLO . 

l'ebrunry 28th, 1929 . 

'/Ii th r~'ference to r:o.y telegro;:is Ima . 7 and B of the 
27th instant, I have the honou1· to report tho.t the mes sage 
published by the official J. orwegla.n Telegraph Bureau in 
the eveui11g 11ewspape::.·s of the 26th regurding Pe~er Ist 
l5la11d runs as follows i.u transla tio11 : -

11 The owners of the '.l:1orvogla' infor:n us that the 
vessel left Sou th Georgia on Hov ember 8th , 1928 . The 
principal object cf the 0}.."J)edi ti on ie to search for 
whales and in that co11..neotiou mo.l:e o bserv11 tions of ice, 
currents, thl3 temperature of the water, the appearance 
of whale food alo•lg the ice and within the wnter charu.els , 
rnn.ke notes of P.11 whales seen, take soundi.ogs , etc . 
Trawls will be lowered anO. collections made f c> r scientific 
exa.'llinat ion .• :rr.e leader of the expedition is Dr. Ola 
Olstad . 

"The ship first sailed across the Fal kland Sector 
and thereafter follov:ed the ice and i.u the new whaling 
area south :l!la east 01 Bouve~ . A uumber of landings 
were made o.G the Islru.d . . .. :fterwarda the ship searched 
the waters in which Ti'lo::?:Dson Islnnd and " The Chimnies" 
are marked as lying . It is the opinion of the expedition 
that neither o:f theoe two e:~ist . 

"Thence the ship tocl a more southerly course over 
the Falkland Sector to Sou th Shetland . 'l'he co-urse then 
was led to Peter Ist Ysla.nd , which was occupiecl ior liorwa~· 
on 1~ebruary 2nd . Thence the ship penetrated into the 
pc.ck ice as far as 700 South Le.titude, from which poi11t 
she worked her way westward until a.bout the edge of the 
Ross Sea Sector at 1400 ''fest Longitude . 

"The ship has apparently sailed over uriknowu ureas . 
The area where Peter Ist Island lies ne.s been christened 
Ro old .,.!llllnd 2eI1' d Se~ . 

"The ship is !low looliug for the mysterious Swai.I1 1 s 
I~lund , or Dougher~i, which is suppo~ed to have been 
observed several tities but which it has .uot been possible 
to rediscover . " 

2 . I have the honour furth.::ir to ti·allsmit tra..oslations 
of two articles from the :.o:..·weeian press on the subjeet 
of the !eland. ~he first article , uhicl'!. appeared in the 
Shipping Gazette last ni~ht, is written by the well-kno·,·m 
authority on 1.rctic research. r:r . Bja1·11e n.aga~rd . It 
·uill be seen iro:ra thia art.1.clo that very few whales were 
observed by the <tllor\'egia 11 during her c111ise . '!'he 
second article is from " Tidens Tegn" of yesterday and 

The Right Honou1·able 
Sir 1.ust~"l Chamberlain, K. G. , 1:. ? •• 

His J.~ajasty• s ?rillcipal Secretary 
of S tote for I~o1•eign Affairs, 

Londo11 . 

1 . 
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UlUOJ, OF SQ.~TH AFRICA • 

... (. 1 Dominions Uo. 

Confidential. --

Sir, 

1 ' December, 1928. 

With reference to my despatch Dominions 

}jo. 568 of the 30th November, I hnve the honour to 

tranomit, for the information of His l!ajesty'e 
. 

Government in the Union of South Africa, the accompanying 

502: 2lt'lt liOT• 

505: 23rd. N~ 

copies of despatches from Hie .11aJ eety' e Representat1Te 

at Oelo reporting Norwegian co1nments on the decision of 

Hie UaJeety•s Governnent in Great Britain with regard 
-

to Bouvet I eland. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

hulllbl e servant, 

')L_{/pt·~ 
THE ::.UNISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 

\ 6 Jf\N. \ 

UUION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

5~ ~~~~ Pass d ta ....... .......... ...: . ........ .. . ....... . 

D I 

(Hi . 

\l for I 

"'·--II!'!'!"--
... I! /i.f.1.~ ... 

. J}l~lt ( / 

f ~ 



U IO. 0 

!)ooiuion_t__._C?._. ~-t-~-- :Jo ~OVP, r , ... 928 . 

n,..., .. . : .,, ·ri c 

u ... ro. 

Gir , 

~·1it~1 r :"rc1.cf:' to my de p tc.1 Dominione 

o . 005 of tnc 21st • ov"~ r , I 1 ve tl ... e honour to 

tr .. ., .it, fo,. t.1c i.fon tion of Hia Joot.l' ' o 

nt ir. t .. e Union of oouth /Lf,.icn., t e 

CCO 4 ?lJ'l.?: C'O ':;' 0. tc:. fro_ His • jcrnt;t ' s 

r r.t t.: ve t Oclo 

c. rcu in t .c press on tl·e 

d,.cisio. o .:is J esty 1 e .zover nt in Grcc.t 

_rit in it •• re a.rd to ouvct I and. 

I • v t. l.or,oi..r to te , 

Sir, 

Your .1oot o c icr.t., 

rva. .t , 

,,..! u , 

A .!CA. 



lio . 497. 
Li"U..:ISH LLGA'.:'IQI; , 

osr..o. 

17th November , 1928. 

11th reference to Your r.02·c.ishi:;:1 1 ~ talee;ru.10 Uo. 44 of 

U e 14th instant , I h!l.ve the honour to report thut the 

Horwogio.n press, as a whole , hn.ve , apart from merely r eporting 

the deci sion errived a.t by His Hnjuety' s ,;ovornmcnt 1n rogu1·d 

to Douvet I sland and referrinc; to the history of tho 

Uor wegian occupation, offered 1mrprisin~ly little comment . 

2 . "~idens Teun" of Uovember 16th , hcwevGr , contain s 

article by Consul J,.~ga.nrd , o. norwe[jion buuinuss Im: n , 1 i·aising 

Groat B1•1tairl for the self .;;12.crifice wi1ic1. 3ho ha::: disJilsyed 

in renouncing her cl::i.irn to that "outpoot of :empire'' , Consul 

Ao.guard fur ther st.1tes thnt the rccoc,'111 ti on by Great :Uri tain 

of l~orwe(5ian sovereignty oyer tho Islum1 iu a "triumph of our 

$OOd c~uoo , our Hinistry for Poreign Ai'i'air:J , and io1· 

Bri ti eh fu.ir 1'1.~y". 

3. 'l:he snmo newspaper also .lJUbliehea a leading t;rticle 

expressin6 satisfucticn and ~raising the at~itude udopted by 

Hi s Ma.jeety•s Joverna:.ent . Tho article conclndes nith those 

wor ds:-

"~he annexation was somor.l1!tt in the nature cf an 

11dvonturo but real intereote 7101'0 nt .:;ta.':e . ~he 

annexation \:-us dofcnaible on the [p:our..ds that norwegiam 

utiliue those regions more t~un any othe£ nation. 

Al thonc;h Hori>"J !ian 1.hnline;., ¥.il l he rnoro and more 

indopondont of ;oroi.~ concom,ion.; tho r:1ornl und 

poli ti cul importnncc 0f u i1on1anent foo ~in .. in t:1fl 

Anta:i:ctic 

'.i'hc Rignt nonourublo 

'!:he J,01·d Cuohendun. 



.. 

A.Dtnrct1c l:ihould net be un ~oroeti ..otod . 

"':'ho att i tuce of GJ.'Ol.i.t Dr i t .ir: \,.ill uroa1:1e general 

catisfactlon in ;•orw&~ . ~~ore .ns reason to bcljevo 

thnt Croat !3ri ta.in regar<lcd the Non:e6ian annexation 

,.,.i th mixed feelings in vic\1 o.C ho1· own efl'ortc to 

develop he.l' whulin2. indnstry :ind there is thorefore 

nll the more rcanon to regard the action of Grant Britain 

ns evi dence of the close ~nd good relations existing 

between the two nations . 

"~hi s thcu;ht n-a.s e.lso eivon n form !n the r.rit i sh 

official co~i<lue -::i1ich sho'.lld meot with i;eneral approval " 

4 . "1.o::ger.blo.det" , the leadins conservatlYe orgv.n , 

limi to 1 tsolf to Gi vint; a history of the ! or\rncin.n occupation 

of tho Islend and ::::tutcs t:i::.at , accordinG to tho united press , 

the rocogni t ion of rcrdebiun sover111s;nty roast bo regc.rC:eu as 

a !riondl.y ge3ture und not &s o. sign that it i:.3 uclm.D\:ledged 

th~t the British claims were unju~tifiublo . 

5. Of the orso.ns of i:.ho Left "Ar beiderbludet " mc:-:ely 

r eports F.is Majesty's Covernrnent ' e decision und 0ffe1s no 

comr.-.ents. 11:rorgcs Kor.rrmmistblnd" , howtwar , the orson of the 

v.oscov. cor:-manists , referring to the British cor.nmu1ique, 

eY.prccaes the opini0n that it is us u favour that .'.*reat 

I>ri t uin h'-lS gi •en the I sland to llorwuy -- ''un net of fnvour 

ae thnnks for Ii'orv:ny' a oxccllent :perlorT!lllnce of the role of 

luckey ·vhich she has be on a;·:u.r icd by B.d tieli imperialism and 

wh ich r ole 1J!1e will contim~e to pluy iri the ~uture . 

Norway' s acquisition of Bouvet ! Blond jz th\~ neither a 

victory for Uorweginn diplo1:10.cy ncr .:'or nor~.oi;ian wl li tary 

f or ce , but it hua beer. o.r:d vo<l Ht by the grovelling of 

co.pi tnlist 1Ior.7oy before 'British predator~· impc:rir.li:.;u ' '~ 

I hnvo etc. 

( sgd ) A. GASCOIGllE . 



• • On t .. ':l aame occos:!.on Ilorv:oui'Ul l inister rcac. ~·:o 

co :norc.r..da ( 1) ctfe t.C..n3 tb t t'1e 1 or"'c Jinn r: oHiru r.ent wc1·a 

prop'll'Od to exp1·0s1:1 their {'i.J lin1,.r.e. s to ro"!'rni:n fr cm occuoj'ing 

any lund '1ithin t'10 tcrritoril36 re ... errod to in the :'.j11P.1cl't'Y 

of Pt'occecllnga of the lni n:ciul Con"orcnce 1~:';5 (:;) o qi1•ezcing 

the great intereut of his g11Q"e::.,. .. rr.ent in tr.e guesti on of tbc 

preservu·~ion of the stocl!: of •::12loc unrl the protect~o.n o:f 

animal lift) in the J.:i:ct1c unc1 Atll;arcl.:.'i '.! , ourlJln•uizi:ig tho 

logialution they have ir. :J1r..d for prohibiting tho cupturo of 

:fur se~lB u.nd controllir;.8 the co:ptm.·o of whulobone whales, 

o.nd stating thei~ ~illir.(.:r.oos to di~cuss ct any tinJ such 

questions of comuon interest to i;or;my end tho Britl.ah E~11iro. 

lloruegiwi Mini s+.cr was info:-rn'ld :.11 re pl~· th. t the eta to men~ 

contained in (1) above ;;a3 u-:eat:!.y ll!•Prociutod a.m .. that •,,ith 

regard to (2) it \IOS po£s.;.ble tbt>.t \VO m.:.ght ii.'lYO ::11·ollosu::;.a 

to walw to th'3 Hor·.~esinn Cova:rn~(,nt for do,·isii.~ nuchinory with 

u vi er; to closor1co-ar in tton of t'-r u:utuul lntol'osts a.s reeurd9 
1 

the prece:..•vaticn of tl .. c v.halln~ in:luatl'y. .:orv:eniac1 J.Hr.ister 

cxprsasod oonfici once thut hi:.: Gove~:nrucn t y;ould bo rmxious to 

f'urthor th1 s aim b:r ar,y ~uns v:hieh wore prn.ctico.hli::i .. 

Copies of reMrd of con•:ersntion and of the tHo 

memorEmds rend by norwegian ~~inicter follow by Il'La.11 in 

continuation oi my despo..;:ll of 6th Uovecbor J)ominion'3 Uo. 525. 

secret. 



~ ' 
D. 11846/~a . 

~ 'Ll:'G!:AJr from the S~croL· 1·y c. SL .. tc .or 1Jor.oinio1J J.ffa.lre to 

the Go\·crnor Gcnor .. ,1 of new zeul~l'ld,. 

(Sent B. ! ~' p . M. 16~h l401·ember 19~8) 

--------
lGth Nover.1bor • • o . 166 ~ecrot . 

Uy telec-ram 11th Octobor Ho. H.; ~.lt.Jcrot. Antarctic. 

:P:i:orn attitude \\hi c:1 llon·:e..,inn 1:11,1 otor "ss1uuo<l in course of 

ne~otiatic·na ovei· llouvct I.:::land it bocame cloar t11Elt it would 

serve no usoful :purpo:$~ to ••ttach coiJdi tio~s to our offer to 

t"li thdra;;- our cluim to the I:::l~nd e1uco such u coun.o Ci.;Jlt 

result only i:l a..i:tc.gonisint; t~1e 1ion•o3.i.an uon1:rmnent .. itnout 

ei:f'octing their \:>i thd:rawal :=rom the Is:!.c .. nd of \:hi ch they ':nay 

bo rogurdec1 ac ir. occu:tJ~tion ( uee l est onclo~mro in rry 

do~pntch 6th !:ovembe1· Do.ninionc no. 5~5 3ocret) nnd v.ould thus 

rend or more ciii :1cul t the achiova1c9nt of tho rni;.in objocts r.hich 

we hc:vo in vi m1. The \Viser COUl'k>O soonod to l>e to withdrnw 

011r clc.lm ut once ac un uct o:f grace nnd to rely on the 

goodwill wbicl1 s1rnh action -1ou1r1 bo 1 H:oly to ins:pil·o to m0ve 

the Norwegians to re~i..,rocnte by gl ving un ossurunces v.-liich they 

kn.0·11 that ue a:re .mxioue to rocei vo no to ( l) ahstontion from 

1:irther u.nnexntiom1 ( 2} control of pol• tic \1hulin1~. 

Horwd,J ian i~inister 11ai:. eccoruint,ly informocl verbally on 

Hth Nove1ri".Jer tl. t ris t:_.jcs.y ' s Govorn•c::int in Grout Bi·itain 

withdrew r.l1y cl~l!., th~y wil ht h':lve l1l,d to Bouvet I slond end 

'ROuld raiAe no objection to its unne:!ution by 'the liorwo3ian 

Covurnment. .Norr:cGit:'n Pinis·~or exprcusec1 the Li velicst 

satisfaction at tl1iu announcer:ient and S'1itl tl1ut it would 

greatly gr3tify his Government . 

on 

1 



( w. 1083 7 532/50) 

}Alnl icP.t e. 

The norwe:;ian Government have l ca.rnt w.i th aatis-

f action that His Bri te.nnic Maj r sty's Govern.rJent are 

favourably di cpo sed as rc~ard u the question of the Norwegian 

sovercil!nt.y over Bouvet Ialard. They would be glad to 

rec oi vo fa early as possible H. B .M. 's Government ' a official 

corrrnun1cation on the subject. The Porwagio.n GovenP.'lent 

strongly hold the opinion that it would be best t.o a'3c1de 

thic quection .ipon its own n:eri"'Vs and that it &'louJ.d not 

be connected with otncr qdes+Jiona. 

However, t he NorweGian Gov'3r.nmcnt to.ke the g,reateat 

possible interest in the question of the preservation of 

the stock of whP.les and the protection of nnima.l lite 1n 

t he Arct.ic a!"d Antarctic Re ·ions. H.B-.M. 's Government 

will be nware that a provisional Order in Council was 

ismed on the 10th of i.us-ust, 1928, prohibitins the 

capture of fur seals b~r rorwq;i ans . The Bill proposing 

the enactment of this measure will be su·omitted to the 

next starting. The Norwegian Government will submit to 

the sa:;ie Stort1ng a Bill proposing regulations for tl!e 

cn.p·.:.ure of whc>lebone whales. Thin B1ll is now under 
prep~ 1 "'ltion . 

The rorweg1an Government would be glad at any 

time to discu11n with H.B.II: . 's Government such quest1C1na of 

corrmon 1nterer.rt to rorway and the British ~pire, and 1n 

this connexion they VIOl;ld like t,o say that they sincerely 

desire to meet the wishes of H. B.il . 's Government as far as 

in o.:rw way po nr.ibl e havir'g rc,)Drd to To rwegien i nterests 

in Arctic Recinrs . 

Norwegio.n Legation, 

LOI'ICO"'i 1 lc/10/1928. 



The Norne~1on Goverment have no j suff1c1cmt 

l:r•owlPdge of thP. basis ii" v'1!1ich v.re founded the 

Br~"'.1811 clA!m~ to eo.cl1 c.ne of the ·t:ro1•rito1·ics v1:1ich the 

lfr;L impcr1r.1 Cnnfercnce El.F;o8rted to be British . The 

to.rweria.n Governrr.Pnt ~10wever r r~ 1~1· cpored to cxprr.sn 

thP-ir v111u nr:;ness t.o re.!'rr.J.n frr.m occupyi ng miy hmd 

withiP thece ~erritari~s . 

"'
1orWr"'ii>11 Le ·rt.ion. 

Lo~don, ll.J/11/1928 . 



'\ 

Government wonld on all occasinna <~1vc them the mo&t 

s~11npathot.ic C('lnsideratJ..o '1 po osibl ~ . He greatly eppre

cinted the atr.tanent. which the :.1in1ster ho.<.l mt.de to li~_rr. 

i n regard to ·~110 t.e1·rit.orif'R m~ntioned 1n t.hc I mper1s.l 

Conference proceedi n3s , and th:-iu:~t it POErnible thst HJ.a 

Me.jcsty 's Govornmen~ might have pj.·oposr.1lr{ i.o make to t.:te 

Yorwogi sn Gove:r.iment for the c.1evt;.:;ing of machinery w1t:1 

e view ·~o clo~er co - ordinatio~ of the interests nf the 

two cotmtri cs es rogards t,hp, regulation of the whaling 

indust.ry. Ilonsi eur Vogt. replied that he f E>l t qui to 

con.f id er.Lv thct. the !-Jnn;egien C-ovErm:rnt. would be a11 ".(I\:~ 

to further this ei.'ll ·c~· all practicable means. 

'i l1'1!. otc .. 

(For Lord Cu s.11 endun) 

( Sd . ) R . H . CAMPBELL . 



Po . ~97. ro·u;r f"T OF.ftICE s. w .1 . 

( w .1083~//532/5()). r.ove ... 'Jei 15tt, 1928. 

Sir, 

Tho Norwe•'ian Min: st Lr c,•11 cd ;r, s~ords.y on :Jtr 

R. L:l11d say tc: cor.tinuc tl~e a::. scu=::s!t>n ::.·c;gardin-; the 

ooverei3nty of Bouvet Islrnd. 

2. On Sir R. Lindsey rernarl<ing at thG outset tha"!.· 

he felt crnftdent the rr.etter would be settled that day, 

the Mini st er expressed his gr~t::.t::.cat1on and procceC.ed t.o 

reed the tv-:o memorenda of i"lhich copies are enc.lo sed . 

3 . Slr P.. Li nd say t.hen rc:r.:"l'lded J.:ons::.eu.r Vcgt ~.:ita:'u 

v,:ien he hfld seen h:'..m on E p:rc· 1icus oc ·e s~.on he he.d c .. re

fully refre~ned frorr. rr.rlcinc; the a·~vit~1de of His llaj esty.' s 

GoverrimP.nt in regard to 3ouvet Isll"nd in e.ny ·;,·ay cond:•.tional 

on the fUlfilment of the desiderata 'N?licn he h~·ct exprc;:rneC. 

to the Minister on behrlf of His Me.jest:v ' a Government . 

He we.s now enx:.ous to ".Ft-..·ry the lo~lcel implications of 

t hvt atti tude a ct op further ty ste:'vin~ forir.ally thc.t HJ s 

If.ajcrrty's Govetr.ment 'l1i--.hdrew ell cla::.rr. to Bouve:. Ici.ornl: 

Pnd would raise no obj ()ction ·i:.o its armexat,ion by the 

il!onsieur Vogt expressed. tihe livo-

liest eetisfectiop at t.h~.Q r.nrwunce:nent enc. s'"'id thc.t it 

wouia be a soarce of rr.uch gratifi"at.ion to 111 s government . 

4 . Sir R. Liridsay t-hen went on to rJJ.Y ·~het. His 

Mr.jcst.y's Governr;irr.t sttll attPched grco.t importe.nco to 

t.hr clcsid Prata which he had mc:ntioned on a previous occas!or: 

vn6 I hrd subncqurntly rcpePted, and he hop"d tho Non:egiar: 

A.D.F. Gescoi'!ne, Cs~ ., 
e-IJc . , et,c. , etc. , 

. Oslo . 

Govern~ent 



( 

-

3. l c ... osc copy ~.&. c pate. c ·is 
j , • I p.:c ce to.ti v 0s.;.o h1 ccourt nt 

t. e con l sat1o..,.. 1+ t e ,. rv c r d co -
t •"'1 'I"' cop1 s n .. ..... r~e two .01 re c ed ... ,., 

D"'Ve. 
"' ~ co 1c.erat1o 

CCQ he c.. titude 
at io~~"jecty • s Govcn et 1n ire t Briv i 1n tnis 

ir:att ... · re explE:.i""ed in .. ~1e t le rwn o ·ew .le lu.c! , e. 

copy "- ~' .. 1 ch 1 r rl ro e. clo scd. 

4 . It will be eppreciated r.a.t it ir; ir.porta.r.t 
tia1 , ir ony public ca+ t ~ .ich . y oc m de n the 
mat r , ~o particulars rio~ o Le 1ve eyo .ose 

d 1 lie e,.....,OU!"Cm; t v •• 1ci he.a oeen .. to.de 1n 
p 11 .tin t.:L C"'urtry, ... rJe tens o ... \ .ic .• are oe1ng 

co .u ice.+ ed to ~ ou in r:.y decpatcn Dom1 ior.s "'o .• : ' of 
tO - LtE:,y . 

I. ve +he lorour to oe , 

Sir , 

Your moGt obe ..... 1 ent , 

humtJl ervLl1t , 

J ( _:\ 



I 
I 

rrrn~· o~ 'Yl .. ..,.. t~FRICA Jov1 11.t;, rtreet , 

s e c r e t . 

---=~ 

;} " roveo.cer , 1928. 

Sir, 

Ir. conr ectior: v 1th my de ..,patch Di:im1,...1o s 

~II 
:·n. , · · , ot the ~ Fovm~oer, on t!1e E..'Ubj ect of Bou vet 

IC::.anu, I l.&ve the hnnour to ir.vite refercr.ce to my 

Secret derpatch Domir.ior.s "o . ~25 of the ~th ""ovm.oer. 

"' ;- (r 

2 . I vmulu expla1r. that , ir "he course of the 

i""'terv1ev· rt ... he ~ilrei n O ice cJ.urir w ... 11cl. t11e 

"orwe ·1 r-·1 ister \'E.i.s i:r..1.orr. cd of the dec1E1on of His 

f~"'jestr ' t Gove:r-~evt 111 "frea ... Brit in to witl1uruw their 

clt 1m to this Isl ara, M. Vot11i rerd tv·o r.: ooorunda which 

had oee"l1 C"m:r.u_nicated to nim by his Govern e.:: t . The 

!1rr.t of ... hcsc r.'.emoranda stated tr ... c.t tLe 'orwe ;ie..n 

Go\ r" €. "' •ere prepared "o express tI ... e11 • 1::1n ,..ecs to 

rcfr in rrom occupyL ... £ .~r l~a w1t.t1111 -+ne territories 

referred ... o 1,... trie &J.: .. ary of Prococdi,,, c ~: ~ne Imperial 

:ontererice, 192e . The e~ond m ~oranduT. exprer~ed ~he 

·re""t ir.tercrt rf + e ·nr\' e 1 . Gover .r t 1,... +ne 

QUE:S iov- o ... the pre sc:::-vatio ,.., I.1.€: stoc~ ,, • ...... cc £r.d 

tl...e prot ctio~ 0..1. r.i: .. c:. li~c 1 tr e rc+1c c. ntar..;tic, 

mi: .. e.ri .... /"d the 1 e""iS:a'tior. w •• iC!. t .. tey .ve 1 1 ""' .. or 
pro. ibiti,. tr.e ccp"u .. e"' ur EiC s Li. ... or ... o::..." 1 .• t ..... e 

c u• ~re ,.., :, a - t" 
. l er , cnc.i 1,...tima heir \•,1l.:!.inu· - 1 u 

r ece ... o 1 scu r ... uiy t1r.J€ uc.1 ":.ters of .:;o .. on 1~crest. 

3 . 

T!''": !.'I"I1C::R ll. :A~E""·tL AF 'AI .s, edto.:...~£.~~ 
c~rn~· 

~·rm· l')r OOU':'H APP.I CA . for IN Ft ·i.~ A rioN 
01$1'()"' -~ 

~ Date/rr.j.~. /nit '' . ' ............... . 

/' 



U''IO" 0 ' Dnv.nlr.6 street, 

go..,, inion s ' o . 'l trove .ner, 1928. 

v 

7 

.. 

Sir, 

I have the t orour to state, for the 1nforn:e.tion 

of is I.'&jesty' s Governrr.e"'t in he Union OJ. South A ... rice., 

that after ccre1Ul. considera~ion of the issues involvea, 

lie N. jesty's Goverrur-er.t in Great Britain have decided 

to w ive heir clcim to Bouvet IS:and ru J. \ 1thdrew their 

opposition to its annexation by the ··orwe ian Government. 

A verb 1 co r.ication 11" +his sense \'.as mt:.de on the 14th 

rovember to the "Torwe .... .ian Minister, who expreesed the 

liveliest sat1 sfactior. ut tl'.i u 1 timat1on ond s id that 

1t would reatly gratify his Goverrur.ent. 

2. An annour.cement of the decision reached by His 

r1a.jesty ' s Goverr.r.ier:t in Great Brit in in this matter has 

C\...._q/ been made in Parlh ... o;ier.t in t!1 e followin0 tems: -

Jv-'1 ~ "After e cE:reful review of tr e issues 1rwol veci 

\\\ . .- end . avinG re ard .,o the fr.1 end!y relations existing 

\'r between our two countries, .1 c M j er.ty ' s Govern"nent 

have we.ived he British cl . ~o ouvet Islsnd 1n 

favour of rorn'y." 

Passod to .. 4. .. (: ..... &4:.=~ ........ f ~·'j~ 
1or 11'1 • ·" rlON 

..0! P(;sAL 

Oat/.¢.f.>5-... /nitta••···· L.. .... 
M 

h&ve tr.e h~nour •o be, 

Sir I 

Your moct obeaient, 

hUmbl e servant , 

THE r1;p•J CTER or EX1'ER-.AL AFPAIHS, 

T" I Cl" "F' OOUTH AFRICA . 



Tl°:'3 onv,...!n".:lAZ nl'e>a ~t 00n sur2•c.ur.ding t:10 South 

Pole and ct.llee by l'",l!'Y ::to :onp aRO 1;..; 70 ~ew•e 

11 c. re tH>rv0:Lr fc,_• the dynrr.1ic f orc 1 of tm rinus, a 

re(';t!lrtc.1· in the t;VC'~t -r.;,tocrolo ... .ico.l mo.chine of tm 
~10rld', h:ls not yet ::Oen so tborc 1ghly i:.1•Pst1::ite~ 

ns it should) and :JincA ti'10 r.nteox ?log:!.cc.1 rem..1.lt.o 

.!'::co:n the t.nk.rct::.c Soa o~d the adji:1ce:::i~. Jnnd h~vJ .• 

s.:.nco Meury 1s tilis, 3SEJ~c1 t'u creates!;. :!.1J1po1·t~~co 

from tho eco~10rnjc 'poir~t c.: ·1,;.0 .. 1: not ~).r::y 

fOl' tl:e ae;11 :'...C'•,~tura C1f s~.tl..h J,!i.•lco. , Snuth Arariee. 

:ind J\ustro.~ .in en::'!. fnr OU:." v·lrn .. ~ .. .i.r.g .:.r.':1.u:;try, "tut 

fv1• .,t-..i;, 'o:i.•ld :.n eeneral, t~ plc.n or sot.ting -..n 
r, r~· m:r.ont rr .. n.eorol0rric.:.l et2tic11 en 3ou.vet I<Jlar..d 

ni:~ r,q:. t~ir..ly :J. ·e!.rn t';o e,rento::il; inte:"cat, !lOt 

Ot.:y .1.'.'1 t'l!-' 'NOr'""egin;:i 1· J -t clogic:il I:::lntitut~ 

..:.n Os 1-:::, \~l • ..i..l!h l~'i£ promisnd it~ Hr':J~ 3tenc:I), 1:.u., al:Jo 

v:ith e 'l ... ry invAstig~ta~· i'1to t.' .. u r.~toorol.:>gy or tre 



.. 

built thoi--e o Tho tall iron r.nsto for tm radio nh1ch 

ha;.•o been constructed at the H,1len TTorkshops, ar-o 

all'eody lyine finis lOd nt Sandofjord . 

H1• . otto Roem has beon appointed Diroctoi• 

or the station . S1nco April 1924 he has hoen in 

chaPGe of tm r~dio ~tntion be loncing to tho Sto'.l."'0 

Uorsko Kul kor.tpani at Advent. Buy in Sp:!.tsbergen; 

and his vssict~.nt \:Hl be l':.' .Gecrc; Heldal. 

H1· .Rogne , rho en nccow1t of his oxpc1•ienco <'luring 

ttintors on Sp!.-f..zbercen , ho.!:: he lpod to de si£!'.n t~ 

bt;.i:idinc , h.::i.s a fi.rst-c12ss certificato fro:n the 

trm.•noc;ianHavy . Y.-1..s ass~~ta.nt , Hho ho.a a nato's 

certi.f'!.c~te and uho · ill act o.a his amoral ha lp , 

is on experienced te 10cruphist, 11ho has boen in 

cmPce of tho r~dio ct~tion at Atlvent Br.y a::d h~s 

a knorrlodge of Eeteci>ology. Since tho question of 

housekeeping is of particular impo:rt.;mce during 

the 10115 ds:•k wintsl' months on Vlllicll an oxpcsoc.1 o.~1d 

decert opot c.s Bouvet , a ste\7!).l'd w:lth cxperi3nco 

of hord w:tntei•s tr~.11 o.lsc be appo~ntea . 

Tho tt.:'ee men vrlll le ave Norway on boc.rt: 

Mr . Chl•.'.stenson 1 s b.ig .floating uhulo factory 
1 

the 
11

Thcrsham.1·mr:•; about the lat October next ; r.nd nt 

ths sr..1.n tim9 £1."!.l the C~:ll" of the radio :Jtaticn 

'hich hns be£;n O!'tbrod en tho ndvicc of Copt3".n 

Cottrinldt of the No1•neci9n U:.vy , 11111 be sent to 

the island, tog-:;thGr uith nll the proY~.sions, 

imdicin')s, etc" 



J'.ccorcHng to c. report to th~ "Interdopar+.,nntal 

COJJ'Jllit.t.oe on Resoarch and DoYdloprr£r.l', in '..h9 

Du 1-X3ndenc 1e s o!.' the F alklnnd Io lc.nds '' , tho \7C 11-lmom! 

Scotch r.io !:.eorologist R.D.Hc3oman rec0Jm1e11ded 3t::."oneJ.y 

n.• lcr.c ago as July 1918 that a ir.ateorologico. l station, 

rihich 1:.e considered in tho highest dsgree des11•abl9
1 

should be erected on ono C·f ~he is lands :l.n the p1"'es1·~11ecl 

Bouve t grollp .• c.rld that th;.e should bo dor.e LHI q uick.!s 

as possible in coopa!•s.t:!.on ul t~'l the Govornroo:nts of 

Sou~h Af:t•ica.,. /rnst:.~alia o.1:<i Neu Zeahmd. 

!ir.Mossrr.an1s propo:::ol led to r.o r-esult, bllt rrh9 n 

l1r ~u.rs Cr.r,· is i.ar:sen scr~t out last year his :tNorvegia 11 

ex~G.).tion to £cu.ve t. Islend he inntructed C:::.ptaln 

Hcrntv\'Jdt to exrunine tho po3s1b1lity of setting 'll:p !l 

})'Jrnmr.ont m3veo:;:oological ~k.tion th91·e. If it \70!'<3 

posn";.'ble Hr~Chrizten:::;on intended to send t\'tO ~'3teorol

ogist:J w!lo silould r er.i.e.in on tha ls land during the '1'1hole 

Yo a.r • 

en too c.rr::..val cf too 11 Norvagio.:' c.t Bouvet in 

Dec.ember last yea.1• it lrns diAccve:c0Cl thnL thero uoro 

only tvio p:a.ce s which mn•e po::::clble fer such a station, 

viz. Uow Sandef jo1·d in Bollev1ku on Eomurch1 a Co~st 

and a littlo beach wh.i.o:-i stretched fl'crn Car:e V~ldiv::.a 

inside Suchoobasena on Vict.::ria Terra:!so; but 01:.100 

the f~~st-n~D)d pl~ce r.o~ld bo oxposed to l~ndclides 

tJ:_1 t-.Hlch sou"'., ... ~~f Cc.~ •.rnld.:.;,ria has n~'7 been chosen 

f.s tm site fer the radio station nhich Mr .. Chris·i:.enssr.. 

intends to erect en the island , and n completely 

mode1•n otc.tion and house for the r.ersonr.e 1 will be 

bu'!.lt 



cU}. 

. i'ot fo 1, pul I 1 

without prt \'lo 1 u !J, r,t} 
of I I. AI°. C "'"' 111u lilt 

(i1 8931/532/50) Britioh tEgo.tivn , 

Noe4l0o 0810. 

7th ~<Jptembec , 1S2G. 

\'lith reference to r.:J tolcgro.:n uo~42 of tl~ 

:30th ~ltimo, I have tl·.e h'lnour to transmit. hsretrlth 

trannlr.tion of an art:!.c..:..e ':'1h!.ch O.!JJ>,3ru.•oC:. :i.n t~ 

11 'I-1·~1:~ Tct;n.11 of the 4th .'...."1stnnt on the 2ub~ect cf 

the o:-ect1on of a w~tcc:..•oloeico.l stat.ton on B-;uv~t 

Islon(l. It ;till ~Jo rorar.t'.;e:oed that tro intent.:.on 

to erect sl.A.ch a st~t.lo!l uas reported in l'rr'J telegro.m 

No,9 of the 15th Feb:ruary laot. 

I hnve etc. , 

(Sd) F .O . Li:-1clley ~ 

The night Ho~'lourablo 

'rre Lord cu· non.dun .. 



WE~ O:H.N I:l'HOPE. 

CON F l I> ENTIAL. ::;EC'fJO!' l . 

[Yl 10106/ 532/50] 

l.,ord C11s1Lend1m to Jlr. (Ju.,coig11r (Oslo). 
(No. 456.) 
Sir, Foroiy11 Ofjire, October 23, 1928 

TIIE Norwegian :Minister called on me on the 16th rn:;tant lo g ive me the views 
which In~ C:ovcrnmcnt had in:;tructed him to put forward us a sequel to the con
vexiiation which ht• had had recently with ~ir Honald Lindsay in regard to the 
ownership of n ouvet I sland and other relevant matters. 

l\f Vogt reminded me that 8ir Ronald Lindsny. in intimating that His 
\faJCsty's Uovcrnment. in a spir it of friendliness and co operation , 1mght not be 
indisposed to sink their claims to Bouvet I sland in favour of Norway, had said that 
there \\Cl'<' two other questions which, without wishing lo make them in any sense 
a condition, tlwy ch•sir<.'d ne,·ertheless to sec seUlcd simultaneously in an amicable 
and satisfat•tnry mauncr. The first of these conC'erncd their desire for close
CO·o11crntion het\n•en the two GoYernments with a view to the regulation and control 
oft lt' \\haling irulustrv in :;outhern waters by international agreement; the second 
related lo tho--e areas 'in the .\ulan:tic circle "hich had formed the subject of a. 
publisht'd rc:-olution of the Imperial Conference of 1 ~:.W , and in which. in 
consequence of the Australian intere..-;t in those n .-gions. His )laje::.ty's Government 
did not wish to sec auy annexations b,· foreign Powers . 

• \ftcr thanking me on behalf of bis Government for the friendly disposition of 
His )faje ty':- UO\ernment in the matter of Bouvet Island, tht• ~linister proceeded 
to deal at !i<>me length with the~ two cognate c1uostions. On the first, he felt sure 
that his Gon'rnm£>nt could ~ive us full satisfact ion, and he cit~d various ~orwegian 
legislnth-~ measure;; direded to the preservation of the whale. While the !\orwegian 
Government wen• thus already co·operating with us fully to Lhat end they were. for 
the moment at least , :n·er:;e from any atkmpt to uegottalt' a general international 
agreement, sine<' they fearccl that such a course would have the effect of exciting 
other foreign intt•rl'sts lo seek a :;hare in the spoils of tlw industry which was at 
present tnncent rated almost entirely in British and l\orwc~iun lrnnds. As regards 
the \ntarclic areas mentioned l)\ Sir Ronald Li nclsny, \I. 'Vogt said that hiti Govern
ment, though under:;ta11ding and fully apprecinting the reason of the special interest 
taken hy II is .\lajc•sty's Government, nevertheless felt that this question should be 
kel>t quite distiiwt and handled separat~h· from that of Bml\"et I slancl with which 
it rncl no ('onuexion whatever. · 

.After <•...:pressing appreciation of the spirit in whil'h the Nornl•gian l:overnment 
W<'re treating these que.,.tinns. I told the }.Iinbter quite plainly thnt "hi le His 
.Majestv's <:m·ernment. as I had alreadr said, did not wish to 1!Stahlish any direct 
COJln(':XlOJl hc.>tWCCU tl1e two questions, t·hey De\l'l theless fo}t. that, in \'iC\\ of their 
readiness to rt'ii1111ui:.;h all claims to Bon\'et. hlnnd, they \\Cre cnt.itle<l to expect, 
mort> 01 lc..;s sim11ltane<)usly, some suC'h n:;..-..·urnncc ns would set their mind at re"t on 
the other matter. Finding that I upheld this ,·iew despite bis reiterated plea that 
the l\\o q1wslio11~ were wholly unconnected. the :\finrster i-;uddenl~ cbnuged his 
uwt1cs nncl d<.'vclopcd a 11ew argument whieh I ff.ar may cause us some mnharrass
ment. If, hl' said. tl1ere was to be .;ome quid ]Jro quo ·ror the renunciation of the 
Br1tisl1 C"lnim to Bomet. Tsland, such a one might he held :tlread' to exist nt the 
oppo;;itc t'xtr\•1uit,· of the globe. There "ere, he continued, certain regions in the 
Arctic cirde whic)1 \\ere i111lbputably Nonrngian by priority of discmcry-cli"covery 
1111wh 111nre rect'llt. than that of the Brilitih dii'l'O\'Cf\' of Bouvct Island-where the 
Canadian Cowrnml'nt \\Cre excn'ising some Hll't ;r aclminist1·atiH~ nuthoritv. I 
replied that this was n "holh· •liffen•nt matter ancl one whieh I thought shoulli not 
be iu any wny comt<.'\'tl'd ~\'ith the present tliscu!;sion. :\1. Vogt stm·k to his point, 
however. with some tenamty. 

[615 z-1] 



On my terminatin•~-tJ1e interview by repeating ID) convicLion thnlthc.N0Lcg1an 
Oo~e.rmpont, animntc3 by t.he same friendly spirit ns inspired by 1 hs Majesty's 
Go\'C~rm\1e:ut i11 the mnttcr of Douvet Island, would be plensed ou. reoonsltleratioll to 
offer us tl1e assurances "hich we desired in regard to the nrens m<'ntioned in the 
lmpcrial Conference pro .. cccdings, M . Vogt undertook to consult Further with hi:; 
Go\·ernrnent nnd promised to resume the 1liscussiou ot n Inter dnLc. 

I nm, ~ ·c. 
cmn f KN DUN. 



.... 

• 

ind US try , p;.:oo'1ibit ion Of tho killing Of COl70 rri th 

their you!l(; , stipul3tions a.gr.inst tho naete!'ul 

oxplcito.tion of ce:;.•cas" s, and other Jreasures of this 

no.tu.re • As i•egards sn intorno.tton.:.l asree~nt for 

the regulation of ths ir.duotry, .bO ~ticipated tt.at 

there v.ou~~ be a cood ooal of opposition from intereata 

in 1101•\-ray, who would be anxious to ho nl>le to sond 

out freo la~1ce expoditionGo He touched also on tte 

obvious diff'ic•1lt1c s in tho way of regula tine 

Horrmeian and British oxpec.Utione and allowing 

eJ~P3d1tions , entirely unroculs.ted, to pi·oceed under 

the fle.gs of pov:ers whicl1 might not ha\e agreed to 

any convention that mir;ht 'oo conc~.ac'!ed ootnoon Norvrc.y 

and G1•eat Britain~ At tr.a s:ime tilro he frnnkl7 

o.dmitted that this W?.S a 1•ctbe1• nar1•or1 vier1 , and that 

the necessity for ~cnt:coll:!.ng uhnl:.ni; , though it might 

not be m•aent at tii.e p-... •ei..ent mc,.:e:lt, would becc~ 

1ncrea.sing1y so in !?.pp:•oo.ching yec.rs , nnd that the 

oo st averr.:e of approuch wus through a closv Anglo

Nor\'loclan co-cpe~at1.o•'- He also fl\.'.gge sted tht1t tt~ 

tranoit dut.!.es lovied by tho Fe.llt:•.uncl. administration 

en Vlh3. le OH 1 though he admitted that Ot:. t Of the :::e 

revem.\e s ths l:ho.l:!.nG industry pro!'itted very la.rf;e ly , 

nould na"J'ertbolesc prov:)J.m a. 1;oc.d deo.l of crit:tc::..em 

in i:ort1egia.n c~~cles. 

I a,-n :o e tc " , 

(Per Lord .cusband:Au) 

(Sd) R.H .Co:r:.pbell · 



popular interest =..nd srithusiasm thnt it would nevor 

be pos a iblo 1.'or trem to haul thci t flag cl orm 

Oflnin. 

5. Doalinc with tho territorial aspect cf 

the ina tter 1 the Minis tar pointed cut th.s.t nis 

M· jost:.r ' s 0overrumnt h::-d &lPoady in tbe Fl"ench , an 

o.ctual neighbour in the; J\ntarict:lc continent , a fact 

rthich Sil' R. Lincso.y (1.icl. not dispute . lb pointod 

out that H wo fe ilotl tc. :roach cin v greenont 

othcrrriso it might be nocessa.ry to hllvo recotu"se to 

orb.ttrntion ova:J."' rouvet Islanr'l , but tl'lOU{';l1t that this 

r.o·..A.16. 'be unf'o ... ·t~nate . He sug5entod tl~t from tho 

Nor1:acia."11 sido it mig.'lt be Pl'efer~~ to secure first 

tho i.'ecogr.ition of tl!O Uor\·:ceian title to Bouve t 

Island E-ncl. that ncreeroont on othor points might 

thus be more easily att~ined . Sir fl . Lindsay raplied 

thnt ro nas unable to commit himaolf deflnitol~r, 

but that His 1.1~.je st~r 1 s Gove:i.-nnent would probably nish 

to be assured beforei1~nd of \.ha 1r £p ... ound b. sona 

manue ,... or other. 

6u f' .. s rocarc1:1 roculations 1'01• so.foeunrdinB 

the uhaling inc.lu.sti-•y , Monsieur Vogt m:mtioned the.t 

:·is eovornmrnt had &(:jl"eed on o lo.w 'l"Thich wns to be 

intrOduced shortly in the Norwec1nn PQ:i."linimnt vtith 

this object. He did not knorr \/hotller 1 t. 'rlOUld be 

ps.sseds but ha told rr.e th&t it contemplated a 

p1·c.>hibi tion of Nor\.ecinn eJtpeditiona from rihaline 

in temp;:>ratu t1aters, n limi ~at ion of tra number of 

whaling onr.erprises aut;lorisecl to p\.U ... suo tb& 

industry 



3. To sum up it appeo.rod that there ooro t.hroo 

ele~nts to be considered. 

( 1) Th.e undoubtod doairo oi' His Majesty ' s 

r..ovei>nrrent that no fm'ther annexat·tonn should be 

mode by other PO\'!'Ol"S in the Antarctic regione o 

(2) Tb.oil• equnlly strong doslre to corre to ter:na 

11ith the Nornegian Government 1'01• n uheling ::ig:roemont 

of a sa.t:ls fac7.o:i."'Y 110.tti.ro, 

( 3) Bouva t Is ln.nd , n que s ticn v1hlch might be 

rosa~ded as sep::-.r::i.to f1•0,n tm vrider istues and pe:ihcps 

of lesser importan0e. Sir R· Lindsay said that 

personally he iiOt~ld be inclin9d to re5::1.rd it o.s an 

i 11c ident which inight lead to a settlement of the 

other two greater questions , end l-D was autho1•ised 

to state thllt !!is !.i:::.jesty 1 s GoV!lMllront \tould have no 

hesitation in reco{7l::sinc the Nc!"'.rec:ia.n sovoreignty 

of this island if they could bo :met oubste.ntially 

on the other question~ . At the saim ti1r.a Sil• n . T.i:ndnwy 

emphaa ised tl1a t he \70.S not putt ing thio dc\m as an 

nbsoluto condition , but r.e4"ely desired to incUcr.'.:o 

tm best. method of uppi"'onc'!l.ing o. ~ompl.o.x question. 

4. The l:inister pi•omised to report 

Sir R·Lindsay 1s rernarlm to his covernr.l()nt. Ho did r.ot 

foel e.ble ~o g1\e a!l·· cl9fin1te indicc.tion c.o to tho 

probable no.turc of t:ieir l'~ply , but ho felt oonvlr..ced 

thst no '1Clrl7eginr. GoYernrrent rrould over be able to 

abandon the claim to Bou\ret Islund, oocnmo tha hoisting 

of the lforwegian flag on it hod a:»cited so much 

popular 



Shackle ton expeditions , uos tm moot va.luablo 

oont:r1buticn to tha lmoulodf;O of' thoso l'egiono that 

the wor.ld at preoent p:.:sse ass do Sir R · L1ndsa7 

oxpl ainod that in tooso cb•cwnstancee he trould co 
lacki ng in franbw~s if ho did not eo.y that tho 

preference of tho B~it~sh Goverruront ond even more 

of the Domini ons ,, was that tl1e Empil•e should have 

no ne .lghboU1's at all in tho 1\u,~arct !.c er in 1 ta 

adjacent i s l ands . 

2o As regards tm ot.hor asr.ects , nhich was 

CGmr.'C11•c1a1, Sil• R. Lhidsay obee:t:vod that :.he cnly 

gcvornrnoutal nctivit\, :i'.l!to:co:Jt::.ng i tae J.f :tn tr.a whalL"l.g 

ir.dv.otry of the ~ '.:'~tbar-:r.. :~.1ters was British, and the 

whalir.e industry :>nod Et great dool to tho contr.:>l 

whi~h X.d hit1'.ertc roen e:::e1•oi1.Jed., This cont1•01 :h.2.d 

always been exorclcect i~ ~n 1Inpartie.l spirit ns 

betMen B;:>itish e~c. 1x'.:;~;;scfo.n i:nt--J:i:-oata , and i t 

was certainly :tndiF~n:rn'!::>lo t hat SC'l7D control should 

contim.10 to be e:xerciar.;d in a. wise a.nd m 11 regulated 

manrJer , in view of ths dan&r ~.htlt. t.110 l'l'h.n.l.ea in tho 

southorn ae~9 mig~t in the coui~so of ~im;. vanish 

almost as completely u9 they hod in the northern oceans. 

His Majest:r 1s Govern.r;ent had, hou·ewr , no ciosiro 

whatever to oxcl-..:.d.:> Norwegians !'rem nn industry nhich 

they hnd p!'osecuted w~th such e~dll nnd enterprise , and 

~ooy ucuJ.rl be E.mdouo to ccrne to an ag:roement with the 

Nornegian GoverrJner.t n!i to the best rronns which coulc.1 

oo tnken for tln fU!'tror nnd oven mere of fie ient 

protection of the best !n"Ulreste of tro vthali"lg industry. 

3e 



• f t 
"·· ut 11 \ t· •ORE IGll O!•'FICE,s .u . 1 ., 

October 18th, 1928 . 
'- ,_,f Ji M < • '> ,.z Vt: • llll ll Jll 

\ 1 99'78/532/50) . 

Sil' , 

At Sir R . Lindsay 1s 1•oquest tro norvregirm Minister 

cc.llec1. i'occntly to diocuss the quest ion 01' Bouvo t 

Island . Sir R . I,ind.say so.id thct nhilst His }.tajesty :s 

Govo1•nm::rnt were anxious to aporoach t:11s quo at:!on in 

a perfect l y reasonable spirit , uidor iosues aeemd to 

be involved than thoso rolatinc to Bouvot Isla~d alone, 

and. that the tw., 1.5overruronts 11e~~e really approe.ching 

tho discu~cion of tl:e r.hole Antarctic question . Of 

this tr.er·e v:-ere tuo aspJots ; tho first ;ms political 

and ter1•itorial . Considerations of aeosraphy alone, 

with the British Doi:iinions of south /.fries , Australia 

and Uevt Zealand projecting down tor.ards the Antarctic 

continent , cave the British Empire a very special 

intes.'est in tho political rights ovor thoso !iroas, 

particularly in view of the sro\'Jing cl.iopcsition of tre 

Dominions to interest themselves in tt'.e disposc.>l "f 

Antarctic wrritorie s . 'Ihe just;trication or the geneNtl 

o.ttitude of Groat Brito.in in this mntter was the fact 

that for ti\B.ny )'C?ars British adrninistrativo activities 

alor.e ho.d been e:xerc ised ln Antarctic t:aters . More O\."Or 

t:ithout belit"Ling tlie admirable Norwo eian efforts in 

the sar:n field, it could not bo denied thnt Grao.t t :

Britain had doile the major part of too exploro.tion ir. 

tho !\ntarctic nnd that the scientific uork ce.ri•ie d out 

by Great Britain, esrecially by th'~ Har.aon and 

A .D .F .Gascoigne ,Esq., 
etc .. , t:1 tc • , e tc • , 

Oslo .. 

Shackle ten 
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·~ -..... 

Cnp+Jain Chriat..enscn intendod to onnex torritoriea 

in t:ia Anto.rctic, it nould b-J. o :mD.ttor to Hhlch 

His Maj3:.ity 1s Gcverruront could n('lt re.ns.ln 

i ndifferent. 

3. 11onsiour Vos~ eo.icl that in his provi'Jus 

e:~pr~d1tions C2.ptain Cllristc.noen had had o.u~hoi•.Lt.y 

1'1•0111 tbe King to annex land tihlch bo longed to no 

powor. It ·.1as under this 3'cl.thority that he ht:d 

heisted the Ho1•1:egian flug on Bouvet Island , tlie 

Nor':"reci.an Gov")rnn~nt beillG under tho improas.:..on that, 

alt.ho~gh the 1sJ.and had been.dis-0ovo:-od by Ca:;:>tD.:b 

Ncr.1.•is a hundred j-ears a.go , it had nover been 

r.r.noxod or reg::iracd as Bri'l.i:.;h tez•ritory. E'!I Tzhough-7. 

tho. t Captain Cl1r1s .. :,ensen...migllt poscibly have tm s2!ll3 

nu.thority as he had ooforo , lJut :1f so he uould only 

be nutl:o1•ised to cna9x t-On•itcry :-iot bolone;ing to any 

otl1or pormr 1 or to •thich no othor pottAr laid claim. 

I am, otc, 

(For Lord Cu~h3ndun) 

(Sd) G. H.Villiors . 



Nc, e4CC. 

(':/ 6i'62/532/50) . 

FOREIGN CFFICE,s.n.1. 

19th Sopterr.oor, :!..928 .. 

Sir , 

The Norvro~ie.n Min1s tor callod r~ t"~,ntly C'n 

Sir R . Lindaa.y to talk about Bou"tat Islat!il ~F.!:I said 

that the le.at Rtep in tho r..ogot1ationi:; had t.ocn .1 

note from tbF- Noroogian ~o\"6r1:JOOnt to iT:Uich no 

answer had yo t l::ofln re turr.l'd, and he ~rne anxious to 

roau.-m dioousa1onfl. Sir R. Lindeay ~pl1nd thr..t ro 

we.a not p:rcpQ.l'0d to n1nlc3 t..ny etAterrnnt or. t'C"' s-u.bject 

at f'nc"' / but t.hat t.e might oo in e. posit1c:r. to d•'l so 

in tho courc" of r. few day~ . 

2. Durins some further o-:>n~rec.ticn about 

A~tarotic affairs ~r~rally , Monei~u.r Vogt referred 

to th"l AXp)d i tic·n af th~ "Norveg:ta'' under Captain 

ChristAne~n, Hn said that lYJ had soon in th? 

Nornegian paper that captain Christor.aon 

inton<'l.od tC" ir.stal a ni:ro less e tG.tiGn on r.c1ro i2ltmd 

.from which b=: would be a bl.A to co111rr.un1ca tA ~d tr 
his 11!".clere • Uor.silllll' Vo~t wren pa.ash.~ t.hl"'OUI r. Caln, 

r.ad roferrt,d to this report at the Ministry !'er 

F.,ro 1gn i\f!'airs, and had b')cn inforzood that the 

Cbris~ns~r. expodition had nc officinl cho.rnctor 

whuto~:r . Sir R.Lindsoy oaid that tho 11 Uorvegia'' 

PX}Xlditior: ~xc~tGd o. certain amount cf intorAst hol'f', 

nnd still more ir. thA Domini~ns , and that if 

Too H c r ... our ab :i.e Cnp\..i. ·'1. 

Sir Franci:: Lindlc.y , K, C. H . 't. ,C.B·, 
etc . , fl tc • , o tc . / 

Oslo. 
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Copy. ffi ITISii LEGATION, 

(~I 7554/ 494/50) • 

) No . 369. 

OOLO, 

7th lugust , 1928~ 

Sir , 

It may bo of interest to report in connexion with 

previouo despatches on the subject of ~haling in the Antarctic 

th3.t ProfesEor Hjort has rocently published a lone articlo in 

the principal Nori1eg1an no;rspa.pora describing tl::e etcpa 

taken and to bo taken to oxamino thoroughly tl.'13 whole 

bioloc;ical and oconor.11c aspect or thu 'l'l'haling industry. T"· _., 

.is unnecessary to trouble you nith the major part of this 

article , which deals with the investigations carried out 

1n tho south Saas by Hie Majesty's Govornment and off the 

Norwogian oonot by tho Prorooaor himsol~; but it may be o~ 

interest to report 1rhat the Professor says regarding the 

future intentions of the 11 tlorvogia11 expedition. The 

passage in question rune as follcws in translat1on: -

11Ne~t season Hr .Chl"istenaen he.a decidod to sond tho 
ear.is vessel~ "?rorvegia 11 f1•om sou.th Georgie eastward 
pith the ObJect of sailing as far ae possible - if 
conditions permit right round the south pol..ar basin. 
By sail:i.ne; e9.stv;e.:.."d9 it is hoped to have a followi.."'lg 
\'tind, Anr1 it rnc.y be pcsoiblo to covol" twelve thoucand 
miles d.U::.'i.ng the fo· .. rc> r.tcmths of tho Antarctic sunn11~r > 

The ves3ol will during the voyage attempt e.t 
1ntervc.:.i.::i to fo~"co her way into the ice in crdor to 
search for appearances of whales nnd to colloct 
lT\.'.l.terinl to illustra.to the cxiatonce of whale food • 
The vessel \;ill h~vo on boo.;.•d rm nnsietant frO!n Oslo 
oapablo of ~~king collcotions, and ho is at the 
present time beL~c inctructod fo~ hie journey nt the 
Bioloeical Labora~o~y of the U'ni~eraity . It will 
hardly be possible to e:~pect n:.oro from tbic vcyngo tin ra 
prol1minar7 invos~igation uhich may serve to po~nt 
t!1e w&y to the soluticn of tno srent questions ..,~ to 
whether th'3 stock cf whales in r·eality- oxtonds c.. 1 1 
along tho'fldee of thi; :.ce; and Tthare nnd how :fui•t.hor 
1n•10stiga.T..ionc r.ro to ba organised . 

I ha.va otc ., 

(Sd) F.O .LINDLEY. 

The Right Hcno~~ablc 
Sir Austen Chamberlain , K.G. ,M . P., 

His i:e josty 's P1• ino i pul Soc1•etary of State 
for Foreisn Af1'~lrs, 

etc ., etc., etc. 



. 
JCPJco 

(\i 73CG/?G0$/50) . 

B:>.!.t.1ah Log:it.:.or:, 

0 8 L Oo 

11":.n Ar>[,' :-:it . 1928. 

lly L:Jrd J 

I th.a"ie th0 honou ... • to i•epoJ"'t ~.!:,3 t the fol lcvr .:.ng 

O:t'dvr in Cou.1~c 11 \':ac publi:;;ho~l last night : 
11

Ey vl:-:>t.'.le of pnragrup!l 1'7 of tm Cor.st:i.tu~i<'>::: 
R n~ovisionaJ ::'egul11.t~C'll 'w~I:! p ... ·omulgP...ted tO·-dny 
ill th3 Royal Co'..4".cll : 

" (l) It J.::; fc.1·b.:..ddon to catch , h:mt. , Gho'):. c::i 
kill fur ne!i.11 1 er tv t.r,riP.t "-•1 doing c:.o, 11Le .. he
cn NOl'.'rogi['n t::iJ.·~"::..t.ory l1.:' noT. . 

'
1 
(2) A cr.:ln:-h of t!...~e prohibl tlon n.i.ll bo 

pt.r...".s !:nd r.ith s :'!::..~ or .1m-t·.iscr_,u:int n:> to s:!x 
L!'u.~~:t; tho ca::.r.>:i o:c· itR vnluo ~Y in '.1.1ole or ~n 
.l<-::t'i, >a cc,r..f'1~o.;+,c:i f'vL· i;' a tcno.L'ii:. of i:.:10 
'l'!"Ont-·-io7 om tho -:i-.:~ C' ! p11'3r +,,l) the ;-o;:.1391 
CY:• ~ .... .J v-: .. 10 ::.n Pa:>t C•.!' :1. .. 1 i'i!.tn:,.c,-: 

"(" r:i...,.·s v I J _. 

irri.me:;.ia t.a.~:y,, ' 

_. w..i.~·~' .. co~ l <.J cxiet <n 
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DOi'lnint: Str et, 

Dominions o . August , 1928. 
----~----

socrot 

THE l I ,I.., TJ::::R O.r 

Sir , 

With reference to my Secrot deopatch 

Dominions No . 327 of the ... 9th June , I he.v the honour 

to tranenit , ro~ the infor atton of His ajesty ' s 
Gover·nrnant in the Union fJf South Africa, tm 

accompanying copy of .a despatch from His mi.jesty 1s 

) 

Representative at Oslo r rorting the publication of a 

Norwegian Order in Counctl prohib1tine sealing. 

2 . I tako this opportunity to enclose also a 

copy of a despatch from Hia l~jesty ' s Roru'esentatlve 

at Oslo regarding the future intentions of the 

11 HorveG10.11 expedition t.o tho Anturctic . 

I have th honom" to be , 

Sir I 

vour moot ober1 nt , 

hwbl rvant , 

J 

...:.R AL AP ... Al!..., , 

UlUOU OF SOUTII AFRICA · 

for . 
l Oi

1
'CJO ""\,;. 

~/~ ... , 



4~0 .2'!8 . 

(:_' 5214/532/fiO} 
FOP..;TGlT OFFIC ··, S . W. l. 

'Ith. Junr.-1 l'l2 . 
t (1 

Sir, 

1',1 th refe!"ence to you ..... denpa tch lio .2ol of ::Uy 15th ed 

! have to inforo. you that His ~jest~· ' o Govern!'!lent much 

apprec1u t<:> the offer -:;hi ch !!.r . R'.l.nrlUonen hn o L:!l le to :fol"Elg o 

1oen , 
'ice 

th1.~ conce1rnior. Yrhich he hao obttJ.ined .i.n ~·C>orect of i>ouvet 're 

1ve Island if thert'by a friendly oettlement of t'ri(.> ciue•;tion 1 

of the novereiguty over that in:!.uncl mu.y be i'o.ciJ.ite.tC>d . · ed. , 

H.i.a 1.:8.jeuty ' o Goverrunent thi>4: it unnece:Jo·l.ry, hOl.'eve .... , to 

ta.J~e u.dvantage a.t present of Lr . Fhumuosen ' s !"eEi.dinE>G" •o 

eobody hio offer in a formal letter . 

2 . I ohall bP c;!ad if you will ir.form '-r . Rao:nm1oer 

accord.i.n<.""lY . 

I am, r:i th great truth a1·d re card, 

Si:-, 

Your or t'di,,nt SE>rvant, 

(For the ~ec!'E'tary of State) 

(Sip.ned) '1 .r . VIT!..r:ns . 

Tht' Honourable , 

Sir Frn.ncin Lindley, K. C . H. G., C . :J . , 

e c ., etc ., etc ., 

unio . 

D 21961 - 26 F H 

Hie l~&.j e1Jty ' e - Prin~ipa.l Se?rctnry o:f State 
for !!'or eign Affairs , 

etc ., etc ., etc . 
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CC'n); • 
T 4750/632/ro) BRITI. H I EGATIOli, 
No . 2& • 

. • IHATI( 
OSI..O • 

15th 1 e.y , 1928 . 

Sir , 

I have the honour to report tho.t frof .noor Hjort oo.lled 
on me thio n.orn1n!3 in order to give ne t. r.:conur,e froi:. t:r . Rae:Lunoe1 , 
who iP the holcler of' the concecsion gra.r1 ted by the Oolon.i..r.l Office 
1?! reopeot of Douv et I eland . The 11•ofeAnor bc50.11 by explain in{) 
that l:r· . Raomueew '.'la.S still ill or he would h!wc called on me 
hlmoelf . In lir . Rnomuosen ' e opinion lt would be ln the be~t 
interco to oi' the r:or .vegian whalinG indu~ try U' Bouvet Inland were 
Drl t.1 nh , and he hoped that the outcome of the c1iopute nould leave 
the iolll.tld in 'Uritluh hands . At the amne time, he d1.d not wish 
hio couceonion t.o afford any obstacle to 1:i. f'r1 .nclly ect.tlcment 
bctv1ccn the two dovcrnmento ; a.nd he wua prepnred , if I no desir ed , 
to write r.1c a letter to thia effect . The>re wan another po i n t to · 
which Mr . no.e,..-uc sen attached imr,ort:.mct. . If the i elnncl should 
remain Bri tie , e wuo quite certain o b violently at tacl<ed in 
the t1ewop!lpere :t"or having applied for the conce eeion , and he 
thou~ht that in those circurJntnnceo it would only be fair if he 
were entitled to cake kno:vn his 1:1ction in notifying Rio }!ajePty's 
Government to the effect that he did not desire that the grant of 
the conoeoaion to him should at.and in the way of' a net.tlement. 

:1 . I requested Projessor Hjort to thank ~;r. Ro.omuaoen for 
hio very disinterested ar.d publiomindecl attitude, nhich I wae 
oure would be much appreciated by ny Government . I was not in 
a position to oa.y how the dispute .:ould encl , nnd I did not think 
it "7a.u neceosary for Ur. aasmuaoen to write me a formal letter 
urtll I had reported the matter "to you, which I would do at ol"'ce . 
An re6urr1e the uecond point .. madc by l~r . Ro.rmuoeen , it eeened to 
me clear that , if he wer e attacked on account of hie application 
for a concesalon , he·was fully entitled to clefcnd himself by 
mn.klnr i 1movm that he had been ready to 11ithdra.w from the field . 
I hoJH 1 , however , that the contingency would not a.rise • 

. ~ . I ehoul{l be grateful if you wouJ cl inform me whether you 
wioh l:r . Ra.auuen en to addr eea a. let t.er either to me or to the 
Colonio.l Office offerinr; to withdraw hio clni11 to a concee·i i on 
in order to fA.cilitt.te a settlement . 'l'hc Colonio.l Office v;ill 
no doubt take into considera.tio11 the question a.a to whether 
t.hey ohould grant a.ny ox gra ti 0 e comp cm a a. ti on to tlr . RnemUA e en. 

I have, etc., 
(Sd . ) F.O. Lindley . 

The Ri[Sht Honournl>le 
Sir Auoten Ohw:iberlain, K. G., ~ . P . , 

Hio Li:.jeety 1 o Prjncipal Secrctury of Stf.l.te 
for fo r eign A:!'fa.irs , 

etc ., etc . , etc . 

D 219Gl-61 £1 H 
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\ .. 1th re -nrd to .Bouvet Island, however, the exlatenco of :;rhat 
wes conoidered to be a British title ~ao not , with the sole 
except:lon 1:1e.nt1cn<?d nbove, disclosed oo that evr.m Br.itJ.sh 
writers of &.Uthority have rornained unawc.zo oi' tho matter . 

lly Goverttent nre ntrongly of tho opinion that ezen if 
the uct perform~d by Captain 1rorria in 1825 ho.d g iven Great 
DrHain an inchoate title to th0 island, tMa title would 
have beoome i!1vali<! owing to the :fuct that Great 'Brit~in , a.a 
abovo ehown 1 allowed n poriod of abou"t u hundred years to 
puos before manifesting that tl"1oy oonei de red such title to 
exist . Uy Government have hnd un opportunity of inspecting 
u map of tl.e Antarctic, printod by the Hydrographic Office 
of the Admiralty, June 1833, und which bG1onge~ to Sir J . D. 
Hooker , who a.s assistant sureccin accompanied Sir J . c. Ross in 
the "Erebus" during the expcditicn in question. On this 
oh: ... rt Bouvet Island is marked nith a question mark, while 
Liverpool Island and 'i'hompson I alnncl nre not entered at all. 
~his seems to inaicat~ , therefore, that the Hydrographic 
Of" ico in J8::9> 14 yeuro n.fter i:,,:::·ria' a viei! , WaA not cv.-ers 
o this visit. The further fact of t~~ Admiralty Seiling 
Dircctionc conta._.,,ir. · LO record t~~o:rc,i t:!ltil 1~05 (ti'ter 11
Vuldivin" a rediscovery o~ Bouvet Ialc.nd) appears to afford 

adtlitionnl evid~nce that tho British Government ha:l not t~e~ 
ar.y steps necessary to ~nintain any rights ~hie~ they 
conceivnbly l:!liGht have hnd in c onnection with the island . 
Prominent British writers on internationnl law egrea that en 
inchocto title cannot for a.~ inderinit~ time constitute a 
bar to the cccup~tion by another state. 7hus, Hall writes 
(op. oit · P~l02) t!lot 11 An inchoate ti tlti acts no t\- temporary 
bur to oc~~pation by a.~other state, ~ut it oust either be 
converted .:.nto a definite title 11ithln reusonab1 e time .•.••• 
o l" it must e.t least be kopt nli ve by r'3peated local acts 
sho~:inB an intanticn oi continual cluim'1 • The sume opinion 
is hel~ by '7oatlal:e ( rtChaptera on the Princj oles of 
Inton111t1oni~1ter7"'7 1894, p.lf3-165), Cobbett (op.cit . , p . 110) , 
an<! .912pc21E_oi!:;! ( '1International La~·r i 3r-a--:n=t:ron, Vol. I . , 
p . 386J. ~co1d.'..rig to 7iestlakc (rtLo Conflit Anglo- portugaisf' 
in "Revue d~ Droit Internutional et do I.~glslation Comparee , 
1893, p. 661 Lord 3aU sbury stated in 18C9 izi connection with 
tho dispute then e:::i sting between Crout Bri ta1n and Portugal 
i.a • . the following : ":Cair> .1mnais l 'annexion d'un territoire 
par ~crit no peut bar,..er le ch~min aux nutres uo.ticns , si 
UUCUr!O lntentior. de :i..' 0CCUp'3r r'3cllc;nont nr a Oto mnni:festee 
ot Q.Ue1 pendant <!::s sjt1clca, en .n r ait pas nis on oeu·~.re la 
souvcrninete reclrunes 11

• Tho Bri ti ah GO'fornment acted in 
analogy ~ith this principle when including! a few years ago , 
in tho Falkland Isla.,ds Dependencies 1.a. Terre Louis 
Philippe r.J!d Join>1lle Isle discov~red und occupied by the 
French Cc•mmandant Dunont d rurville in 1638 on behalf' of the 
F rf;nch Gcvcrmnant, the French ti I.lo of those arc ca apparently 
not hazing bean mal~~ain~d. Greet Britain hes also in 
relation to ths Lni~od States o~ America in va~ious ccsos 
rcspoct1:ng tho so•:ereignty of certain gua.'10 islands at 
different occBaions refused to reco~nise occup~tions which 
hud not effectively b~cn meintained by tho occupier. ~his 
apclics .i . a. to Chriatoas :slan.1 fl.nd .TolUlbJn l sla..,d (J.B . 
l~ooro~ "A DJgest of Internation'.ll Lc.vr", ·va::Jhjngton l'§Oo , vo~:r, p. s7a , 5?5j. 
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~rpcur fron the\ ork ~Y Sir R. lhillimore referred to 
:.. bov , o .... ·.hi ch the follo·• lng is un excerpt (p. 3~0, : 
"In the various discussions hich to"k place betr:een the 
Unite~ ~tates end Great Britcir. ith respect to the 
.i~ht of the Crcbcn Territory, the title resultin5 from 
dis~cvery ~~s ~ttenpted to be puahod far beyond the 
limits of this doctrine, even to the exten~ of roair,tuining 
tht·.t the first discovery by ~n uncommissioned merct1ant
rhlr gave pr.i.C'rity to the cl~lrr.e of America ,1pon these 
roe1onu . But such e pooition appears 01posed to all 
authorities upc·n Interm~tiono.l Luw, :.md it was st ee...iily 
denied by Great Brite.in'' • The sumcJ i:ri1.ciple h•1s o.lso 
been referred to by ~:""g (op . cit ., :i;, . 110) and Smith 
( "Intcrntitional la1:·1 , oth Zlii tion , p . 102) . Another 
instance of the Britisl Government themselves upholding 
this practice appears to be t~at of tho South Shetland 
Islands ; these were taken PO<>S 0 s!.on of in lt-19 by t'he 
sealer .• • Smith (..;r . H. R. Mill : ''The Slei:;e of t:!:'le South 
Pole'', p . 95 , and ''3eport of '..:.· Intera.eport:::ie~to.l 
Comrr.ii;t.er> on Research und :Jevelopment in the De~ender.cies 
of the ie.lklur..d Isle.nds'' , 192(' , p.a), ar11i ;.l5ain by :!r . 3. 
Brcnsfiel.l in lb20 {''South America. ?ilot'', Pe.rt II, 
Elevent.h :Sdition, Suppler::ent !'o . 9, p •. Uj . Ir! Slr Edwi:ffd 
Grey ' s note of .. April 30th, 1907, to .Jr . r:a?.Be!:, reference 
wns m~ie t.o this m11tter , a:icl to the fa.ct of Co.ptain 
lieddell's visit to these islunds in ie20-1&23, while tha 
note adds 7.hot "none of these seems to have taken formal 
posseesion o!! the islands" . The note , on the otcer hand, 
states explicitly tllG.t "the British c1aim to the south 
Shetlunic rests on the fnct that Captain Foster of His 
~:a.jec"ty's ., .. ::.p 11 Chanti~leer'' took fOrl!lal posseseion of 
the l~nds ~tou~ the islunds on January 7th , 1~29 , landing 
at Cape ~oc~~ssion , Eoaeason Isl~nd, ar.d that Sir John 
Ross lande~ or. Cockburn Island in the south Shetle.nds 
group on Jcnuar;; 6th , 184.), or.d took formal possession 
of thir: o.r.d coutif!Suous ln:1cls 11 • T!'le foregoing would 
indicate thut the British Government d.o not appear to have 
considered &s conclusivo the unuuthoriaed '.nd informal 
ucts performed by Captain Smith und Lr . rransfield . In 
this connectior. I em to say thut my Government u.re unaware 
of any evidence sho1·.ir.g that CuptaiL ?\orris ever was 
authorised by the B!"itish Gover11mt:nt to occupy l~nd, nor 
does it o.ppear that the unuutho1·ised and informul act of 
o~cup~tion performed by him was afterwurdn, within u 
rea~c1:cble ;eriC'd, ratified 't;y the British GoYernment.. 

I nm :further to dre.v. atte:. tio.1 to the .fe.et that 
oppurently the :Ori tish Governn.ent too.it no steps in order 
t.o ILclte the c.. ccupution knot-.n . British authorities en 
international lm.,. agree thElt the ac uini tion of en 
inchC'ate title is sutject to the occupation being notified 
in some nay or cnother . I om oware, from Sir. z. Grey's 
note of April 30th, 1907 , to Dr . Nansen, thti.t 1 t is no-.. 
the practice of the British Government to noti£y to 
Foreign Gcverrll!?ents additions to British terri trry made 
by unnexotior., occupaticr. or otherwise. Uy Governmant 
undorstEmd, hc,·.ever, tho.t for o.dministrat.ivc and 
practical rea~ona it ho.s been the practice also of the 
i3ri ti~;h Oovcrnr"ent to make ;.;.nown o:ff iciully additions to 
Britiah territory, as it ~ao don~ in the c~so of the 
Falklend Islunds Deper.dcncie~ untl ·tho Roes Dependenc;y . 



Tho cl ronolo y of the nurrutivc would seem to indicate 
that it \.as Thomp ... on Isle.nd on v.hich the landing took 
plucc · As stated ry Sir /,ueten Chomberloln in tho 
House of Commons on February 20th, 192~, there does not 
oppcar to be e.ny ground for questior.ing tho existence 
o~ the latter island. 

~.hile my Government ha\'e le ter become aware 
thut an existing facsimile of the saiJ log-book includes 
entries aleo for December 14th and 15th, 1825 , 
indicating th~~ it was Liverpool Island rather than 
Thompson Island or. 1:hich Captain I.orris lr.nded , they are 
somm•hnt puzzled by the circumstance that Sir Jo.mes 
Clark Ross apparently hud acceas to the original log
book of the "S. rightly'' . In the book describing his 
voyn(;es (VOL.LI, page 371, ho thus states : "The log-book 
of tho Sprightly, Capttdn lforrio , is now befor e ::ie , from 
which I 1,&UOte the follo\, ing pasoagon 11 : etc . It so ems 
reunc·ne.ole to as sun.e tho.t Sir ~Turnes :r\osc hirnoeL niuet 
hu,·c been o.wt.:.re of the conclusion to which his quotations 
must ine,•i tably 1 ettd. · 

I u::: also desired to cuy thnt even if it were 
e~t:il.liahcd tha·~ Caotcin t:o rris in 1~25 took possession 
of Liverpool Iclan~-(Fouvet Island) for Great Britain , 
this c:1m11ot. be con~idl'red us conveyinf!) a valid British 
title to the isl~r.d . It is ~ univcrs~lly recoenised 
maxim o:f internetional law, acknowledged also nt the time 
of Coptuin Norris ' s lc.nd.ing more thane hundred years ago , 
thet a state in order to nc~uirc covoreignty over 
unoccupiet!. territory n:ust in fa.ct tt.ke posf'ession of' such 
torri~or; , an1 t~&t the possession must be effec~~ve , a 
:;;urel:,• formt.l uct not being sufficien~. This mo.xic has 
br•cL coneistentl~1 upheld by mcdcrn as well as earlier 
Bri tic;h o.uthori ties on international l:i.w. 

Thus , Sir Robert Phillimore says in "Co1n:nentaries 
upon Intern:::.tion~l Lc.w'' (Vol. I, Thi;rd :dl ti on, 1879) 
p . 349 , that "it may . . • be conoidored as a maxim of 
International Lew , tha~ Discovery elore, though uccompenied 
by the erection of som3 symbol of sovorelgnt.y , if 
unaccowpunied by acts of a de :facto possess.i.01. , does not 
constitute e national acquisition·'· The British 
Government theL'lsel ves took the same stand in connection 
~·:ith the disputv betv:eert Great :Sri tai n und Spc.in relative 
to the subject of ::cctka. Sour.d . (Phillirnore , op . cit ., 
p . 3EC, • ------

~·.~::ile, n~ turally , it ~;ould not be reasonable 
to ma.Ize the same der.ianJr: us to "the effccti vi ty of the 
occup:::.tion o;f lands in the Arctic end Antarctic regions 
~s in other and core hosp!.tc.ble part.o o:f the world., it is 
generally adrr:itt-ed. t.hat also in Arctic wid Antarctic 
regions the occ~pation must be something more tho.n a 
i:mttcr of £er~ in crder to create H vclid b~sis for on 
acquisition of oO•ereignty. 

My Government further desire me to add that it 
eppears to be at varic...l'lce with Bri tiah practice to be.so a 
cluirn o:f sovereignty on inforn:al uctc of occupation made 
by unauthorised persons unless ~uch occupation has ~fter-
\",urds been confirmed or :. e.tificd b:1 the Governr.ient . This ~ 
principle is lucidly stated by prominent British uuthors ~ 
on international lm~· such as Fhillimo r e (or . cit ., p . 329) , 
·1a11 ( "A ~rentise on International Le.v; 1• , 5th Edition , p . 
.i.02-103) , c11d Cobbett (''Leading Ca.nos ou Intarnutionul LEm" , 
4th i:dition , I , p.110), while the British Government 
themselves have put this principle in practice , as will 
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" Brit1ah flag on it and took ~-0oanoR1on of the 1nl~nd 
in the name of Hie l~ajcoty K1'!".g GeOl"E;e IV. You 
further otate<.l thi;.t the Britioh Goverume!lt CO!'!Bid"'r 
thn tltlo thus acquired by them by virtue of 
occupation in 1828 to bt.? va.lid1 ar..d that 1 to 
cxh1tnnce nn..et be gen"'ra.lly k:imm . oince it io 
rcfcrrnJ tc in the 1905 SUpplement Of the 1901 
edition of the 11 Africa Pilotn, Pe.rt IIJ published 
by the Ao~iralty . 

I am inr;tructed by my Gove!'noen t to inform 
you tho.t they rrere not aware that the Dr1tish 
Goverr.!. ent maintained tho.t tlwro xietc·d o. valid 
Britioh title to thin iela.!ldc A uee.rch of the 
literature available had failed to disclooc that 
Bouvet Inland we.a coneidm·ed to be Bri tiE.Ch. Thun 
the •' Enc~·cloraedia. .i3ri tanni~o." ( elcvent.n edit i(jn) 
doeu not contain anj- ccnfirmo.tion hereof. The 
Bri t~tah geographer ;w .. R. ·r. Hudnio~ Br~ utateo on 
I-o 179 ~:r hi:; book ''The Pola:i~ RaeJofiiY"' \Londo!'! 192~' ) 
that Bo..tvct Isl·ir'i ia uncle.im 0 c. n. ... o > thc.t ·rh, npson 
r~16nd is un~laired, e.nd nduo that v~pta.in Norrie 
cla.ir:i:)d LiYerpool Isla.'11 ( \'ihich fir .. :armm believes 
to be identical with 3ouvet Isla~u) without 
authority f'or Britaino 11 The T1mczAtlao of the 
World" (1920) does not bear e.ny indication t0 the 
effect that Bouvet Ialand wae oono1nered to be 
Br1tish . The sa.;;:ie applies to The St&teecw.n's Yearbook 
nnd other Bri ti eh publica.tiono of' atamUng. 

1~e sole e~cepticn in thte respect ir. , ns ~ar 
as the Hc:.r;v1;t.:ian 3cvernnent a.re u·r.t1re., the said 
Sl.1;.iplcnent to the n Afrioa. filot" I -:.o 'r.'hlch their 
attention "'Ve.a d!"at.-n by :,rour note of' F<>1>r:.ia.ry 15th, 1928 . 

I ac further desired to eay tho.t t.here does 
liOt seem to e,;~ist ar.y .conclusive proof' to the effect 
t.ho.t Liverpool Isli:m:i} uti deeo?'ibed by Car,tuin .Norris 
ia idcntlc::i.l Vli th Eouvct Islo.ud . The extent of 
Liverpool IalandJ a.ocorclln.,. to Capt "'. ... n Norri n ao 
quoted br Si?' ,Je.mea Roso: io muuh l.nrger than tha.l 
of Bouvet I eland, v1hile the posi t.:.01! or Captain 
?iorris

1
a J,iverpnol Iola''""l also di-<'f""rs not ::i. llttle 

l'rom the posi tior. of Bouvet Iclo.nd. a.s determined hy 
the: •:-va.ld 1..v .i.a'

1
, the "Meteor· und the u~lorvegia". 

The Bri ti ah Ad"'iire.l ty nppa:• ntly were of thie opinion 
when ineuing the 1P05 S•1pplement to the " Africa. 
Pilot", P:°•!"t II , 1901 ed!.tio:i, having evidently 
found that the islc.nd rediaccvered bv the "Va.ld.iv iE\11 

iu :!.898 did not oorrospond in extent.or a.escription 
vri th ei thcr of the islands seen hy l~orri a. The 
Ad::!!ire.lty therefore seem to have "Ca.ken 1.t for granted 
that •:vnldivia': s ield.nd wo.c 1dent1ca.1 "171 th the island 
seen by Lindsey in 1808, and that th~ position of 
Live::-pool Island muet be ocnr.idered unc "':•te.in., Sven 
aaauming, ho'17evnr, th&.t Liverpool Inland and Bouvct 
Iela.nd are identical , it doe6 not :f'rom the n~terial at 
ha.nd appear to be conclusive2y est~bliahcd that Ceptain 
:forris in l82ti landed on Liverpool Icltmd. Sir ,:;urned 
0, Roao does not state on ;;hich icle.nd Captain Norris 
lo.nded ; he 'lUOtes e.:i extract. fro::::i thl'l 'Sprightlyrs" 
log·~book to the eff'er;t that .i.o:r·riu sighted Liverpool 
Islo.nd on December 10th, 1825, and '..l.nompeon Island on 
December 13t.h; the na.rre.tive then goes on to say that 
a landing on " the inland" wo.s made nn December 16th. 
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OOPi . 

(W 39'18/532/50) 

· 10 . 44/19~8 . 

lTOR17IDIAN LEGATimr , 

Sir , 

In my not~ of January lPth, 1926 , I had the 
honour to inform you that on Aur;uet 3lat, 1927 J my 
Government authorised Mr . Laro Chrictenncn of 
Sandi:>fjord to take poooeoaion on beh:l.lf of Horwo.y 
of any nc•1 land that might be found in the c0uree 
of the expedition of the " Norvegin" to the South 
Atlantic . The a.uthorioation explicitly referred tc 
land wh i ch had not previously in clue form heen 
occupied by any other Goverrunent . I ·nno further 
irrntructed to inform you in my ea.id note that the 
master of the " Norvcgia" 111.nded on Bouvct Island 
on Dece~ber let , 1927, occupied it for Norway , placed 
a depot there , and h o iated the N0r.,vezian flag . 

I may oay in thie cormeotion that replying 
to an enqu ·ry fro~ the Norwe5i~n Whaling Aseociation 
(of which tx . Christenoen is the vioe-ch~irma..~ and 
~r . J ohnn P.aP:irussen the cho.irm~n) , the N~rwegi6n 
Uiniater for Foreign Aff~ir~ stated in a letter of 
AI-t'il 6th, H 127 , to th~ ca.id Aoonciation L a . that 
it did not appear fro'!l the records available tlmt 
Bouvet Island had lleen a.n!lexed by any nation. 

I am also deGlr~d to draw nttention to thP 
note, ds.t.,.d February 13th , 1~~8 , in ~hich Sir Francis 
Lindley advi3ed the then Minicter for Foreign Af~airs , 
Profe3eor Bull , that tho Britli;h Gov.,.rnment had 
deer:ied it desirable, in vic~v of the authority given 
t0 the master of the 11 Morvegia11 to hoiot the 
Norwegian fla1:5 on any lands ·vhich he conoidered to 
belong to no othl?r r.07/~l' , to remind the 1-lorwegian 
Government of the diccunoionn in rc8s.rd to the 
Antartic rec; ions which took pl r.c:"' 'l.t the Imper ial 
Conference held in London in 19'"f . Sir· Francie 
Lindley at the same time tranor:i' r l to my Goyern.~ent 
a copy of the published Summary of Proceecllngn from 
the ea.id Conference, contnining e.n account of these 
discussions , and a list of thooe areas in the 
Antarctic to ;vhich a British title waci co~sidered 
already ~o exist by virtue of discovery . Bouvet 
Island was not included in thio list . \'lhile my 
Governoent were aware tho.t no Britial1 title to 
Bouvet Island existed by virtue of discov~ry , and 
that there r.as consequently no r~anon why Bouvet 
Island should be referred to in the said list , they 
were neverth;:.l«>sr; inclined to 1!1ter:rret Sir Francis 
Lindley ' s note to the effect tha.t the Bri tieh 
Governnent had no observntiono to offer in connection 
with the occur;ation of Bouvet Island on behalf of 
Norway . 

In your note of Februru-y 15th, 19?8, ycu 
ad\•leed me that BOU'IE>t Iolo.nd on December 16th, 1825 , 
was v.LcitE>cl by Captain Norrio , v:"'o hoisted the 

The Right Honouro.l>le 
Sir Auatin etmI:Jberla.in, K. G. , I . C., 

etc . , etc ., etc . 

1 . 
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F uor\1egitm 111n . 
r . 23rd April. . -

..,
0 

do. 
~o. 248 , 7th Jun_J!.. 

f I I 

SO~RIC . 
n ) .... 

o • • 1 ... ' 
uo...:ning Street , 

,._. June , 1928. 

Sir, 

With reference to my Socrot doapntch 

Dominions Uo . 223 of the 30th April , I have the honour 

to t r unsr.lit . for the information of His !'ajosty ' s 

Government in the Union of South Africa , the 

accompanJ ing copy o.f a i;ote from tho norwegian LUni.,ter 

regarding Bouvot Island. 

2. I have to state that the questions raised 

in the Uote are at present receiving tho consideration 

of Hio ~ajost~ ' o Govern~ont in Great Britain , and 

that n further communication on the subject will be 

sent in due course. 

3. I take thjs opportunity to enclose a copy 

of a despatch from His 'ajest~ · s !inister at Oslo , 

together with a copy of the reDly returned thereto , 

relative to the concession granted to ·r. Rasmusecn in 

respect of Bouvet Island. 

I havo tho honour to be , 

Sir, 

Your most obediont 
hu ble servant, 

TE ... l~nns:i 'l~ OF zx:.:ml1AL AFFAIRS , 

U!HOU OP :;)QU':'P. AF. ICA. 

,....,---
•••II II 



T /AC. 

The Secretury tor Defence, 

Cape Town. 

c 

F .11. 103/3. 

Tow. 

26th y • 1928 • 

In continua tion or my inute or the 

29th arch, 1928, I forward here ith. for your 1nf6r-

t1on, copy ot a Deepo.tch from Eie eety'e Yinieter 

t Oclo, d ted the 12th arch, lw 8, regarding ouvet 

Ieland and alao a copy ot Sir F. Lindl y•e Despatch or 

the 8th rch regarding or gian Activities in the 

ntarctic, which io referred to in bie Deopatch o! the 

12th arch , l 928 • 

SECRETARY F XT1 R! AL l?FAIRS. 

J-



00 CONFIDENTIAL 

lilf' J IS without )lrt \ ,u 1 uthorit) 
Ji1 Not to It J ulili«h1 d I 

( I I 
'-of H . .M ll Uovi;mmcnt / 

I 2714 53:3 00.) r Bri tiah Le-a.tion , 

OSLO . 

0th ?!.Drch, 10"8. 

Sir , 

With reference to my deepa. tch no . 1 oversf"a.8 Trade II A" 
of' the 18th January last, l have the honour to report tliat 
t.he Stortine; yeeterday adopted a recolution aettin,,. up a 
council to be 1mmm as the 11 s~·alba.rdog Ishaveneoro.fl J.11 

( Spi tebere;en and Ice Seas Council) . It will be observed 
that the name Ji...s.s been aliehtly changed since my ahove-
1nentioned despatch was 1·1ri tten , untl this chs.nt;e denotes 
tha. t the new Council '::ill interest i taelf not only in 
Spi tsberc;en and the North, but also in the An tare tic Ocean. 
Thia ex tens.ion of' t!1e acti~·i ties of the Council ca?!le in .for 
some criticism during the course of the debate in the 
Storting - me~bere of the Right po1nt1ng out that the 
political complications present in the Antarctic were not 
queeticus with r;hich the Council was compPt.1mt to deal. 
lle~ertheleaa the proposal was una.nimo~sly accepted and 
the Council was set up . 

2 . During the ccurne of the debate Mr . Rol:r Thommessen , 
the editor of' the 11 ·rideno Te~" and one o:r the best f!"iends 
or Great Br·itain i.'l this coti."ltry , expreoned th~ orinion that 
recent events had shown that the Government had not kPpt 
themeel ves prorerl:· iri..f'orr:ied regarding Antarctic ques tione . 
He did not believe tba t the :tor1vegian Au thori t.i.es knew anything 
about the annexation of' Bou•: et Island in 1825 when they 
a.greed to the a:nnexa. tion of the island by Nor:my . Y'r . Thommesaen 
admitted tli..a.t an a1"1lexation such aa the B1·itiah had little 
importance from the point oi' view of international law, but 
ho.d there been a aouncil deR.ling with the Antarctic it would 
l1'J.ve been inconceivable tha.t Norway olruld have been ignorant 
ol' the pre·1ioue ar.nexa tion, which would ha\'e had an important 
bearing on the treatment of' the subject . ln the of"f'icial 
Gt::r4lan work, publishecl as n result of' the \'lal<livla Expedition 
jn 1924 , there wa.e ti. detailed deacrii;.ticn ot' the discov~ry and 
re-discovc:ry of' Bou\ret Island a.n'i a.n a.uthent.i.c accotmt of' 
the whole mcide:r.t. of' the British annexation o:f' 1825. 

1 ruwe etc • • 

1.'he Right Honoural.le 

24/4/28 . 

Sir Auaten Oba:n:'berle.in .K . G •. ! . p . . 
Hie lW.jeaty's Principal.Spcretary or StatP 

ror Foreign A:ffaira, 
tc . , etc . ~ etc . 



,,. I r"'rlie::l. tl....'.lt it o me1 to r-.C' tl.at the 
• or.re"'ian bOverm ent Li~!it , r11 tl'.out too rref' t (J.i:f'ficul ty 
or loos 01· ~resti[e, e:z:rluin to tl.P put-lie here tr...a.t , 

11en tl1 y l'..L.i u~ree.l to ti.P annexation or Bouvet Island, 
they bad been totally una.mire of tl.e Br1 ti~h claim and 
or tbe tuct t!'..at the British Govcrru ent he.d r.ra.nted a 
concession jn respect or the island to o. ! or•.1i:>,:iun 
oubject . As a matter of fact had the liorwegian Goverr.nent 
been 0.\1are er t:.eoe two facts , they woula 1 resumably 
not llll.vc annexed the island; and I couJ d not. see anything 
derogatory in the line of action I aueeested . l"oreover , 
it must be remez.ibered that , though Hia J'a.jeoty ' a 
Government made no use of ti c island for over a hundred 
years a.fter they annexed 1 t , they be Gan their ner;otia tions 
with r . Raamusoen .tor a conoeasion a. r.ooa. m:.i.ny months 
bet'ore t.1. P " l~orvegia11 hoioted the ?Torwe::;ian i'lac; ; and the 
initiation of suet. ne....,ctiation:;i 1.-1horrecl. tiw.t the British 
<.rovcrnment were prei ared to mal:e use ot' tile inlands as 
soon o.s circumstances were favourable . liad t!1e 11 norve5ia

11 

arrived at BOU11et a short time later , there \tOuld have been 
no doubt t!:l...a. t the British claim v1ould 1'..ave been aui te 
tn1aaso.iluble . -

~ . Lr . \'05t rerl ied t.ha t there v:as one great 
difficul r,y ·,:hich the Nornec;ian Governoent ;rould have to 
fo.ce i!' tlley "LooJ.: the line 1 sugcested . Thia dii'ficul ty 
lay in the fact t:'IS. t capt.a.in S•·erdrup l.ad t.o.i.sted the 
?Iorv:eciru1 f'la.g on certain islands lyinr; to the n-:-rth o'f: 
Qo.nado. only t·:renty years u-o , and that tl':.e ~orw·:-gian title 
to theoe i3lands had never heen recoc:;niaed by the Canadian 
Gov rnnent . For the la at two or three yea.r1:1 t!·e l!or";egian 
oonsul-General in Lontreal had bee11 trying to elucidate 
froi:. that 1.ioverl"ll:!e1!t a definite reply rec;a.rdin/; the 
Norweeio.n claim, but up to now lie had been entirely 
unsuccerrnful . If tile Norwegian Govern:ncnt were t.o cive up 
their claim to Captain Sverdrup' a discoveriea , which had 
only been uade t".7enty yearo ai;o, on the ground tba t tl1ey 
r.ad not been utilised since the NorweBian 1'lag wns 
h<>iated, it was difficult for them to act in preci sely 
the oppouite mar.ner in the Antarctic and o.dmit a cJa.im 
en the plea of p-:.·ior discovery• when :core than a hundred 
years had passed ~ithout that dincovery bcinE put to any 
practical use . I replied that l quite understood the 
dif'ficul ty to r:hich l..r . Vobt ref'errcd, but I did not think 
an isolated island in the Antarctic could be tre~ted on all 
fours r.ith islands rhich r:.i[;ht be ao.1d to belong gPographi
ca.lly to the 1$.inlu.nd of' which tl.e oano.dia.n uo\·ernnent 
was in undioputed possession . 

5 . 11!' . iiogt ie returnin · to LOr.don en thP 17th 
instant a.na \7ill no doul>t , by that tw~ , b in f'ull 
possession of his &o\·ernmc.:nt ' a vievm. 

I have etc . , 

(Si(7led) I<' .C . LU.DI. Y. 



32/50) 

Sir , 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Not to bo pubh h rl I Bri tiGh Leca tion' 
without previous nuthorit ~ 

of H.M'sGovernmcnt/ O S L 0 . 

12th l'.a.rch, 1~2P . 

With reference to oy despatch lio . 146 of the S~h instant 
I have the honour to report that l.1r . Vogt, ?:orwegia.n JJinicter 
in London, called on me this morning and Aoon turned the 
convertHi.tion to the subject cf Douvet Ialancl. HP br>r::a.n by 
u.a~~ing me ·.1hether I t..ad received un accoUl t r,f l iCl Last 
iJ1tervie;, with you (see your deupatch W JP<1f:/5:J:?/50 of the 
28th ul ti.mo) , in 11hich you h.ad expres~iecl youref'lf flomewha t 
.forcibly regarding the action or the Norwegian Government in 
proceecling to annex Bouvet Island without consul ting His 
Uaje3ty• a Government , in ~those name the inland had been 
a.:rmexetl more than a hundred yearo ago . t.!r . Vogt assured me 
vlith grea.t earnestness that the Norwegian Government had 
no kno\1ledge of the previous Bri ti eh annexa. tior. when they 
oanctioned the action of tne Captain o!' the "Norvet;ia" ;in 
hoisting the Nor.1egian f'lag on the island . He h.a.rl hin:self' 
ocarchcd every u. tla:J in the Bri tioh Muoeum and t.arl not :found 
one in which the island waa marked as British . He was sure 
that the ~forr.ec;ian GO\'"'rn!Ilent: in their eventual reply to 
your note of' the 1 !';t:c ul tirno, would mal·e it perf'ectly cJ ear 
th.at they ba.d acted in all good :faith and without the 
alicjlte:rt. intention c·I' going behind our backs . 

2 . .t.1r . Vogt then asked me whether I bad any suggestion 
t.o make .for soh• lng th~ dispute . I replied that my 
C":.iovernmen t com>idered tlla. t it was 1'or the Norwegian Government, 
ii' they were not satisfied witl1 the prenent et.ate of the 
mo.tter , to reply to the la.et British corruounico.tion . But it 
seemed to me tba t whether the novereign ty or tllc island 
in vented in King George or Kint; Hao.}:cn , the Nor·.1egia.n whaling 
induntry had, by virtue of the 0oncea0ion gr~ntect to 
Mr . Ro.amueaen, already obtained ull the practical a dvtmtages 
attaching to the island. Mr . Vogt did not demur to this 
statement, but adri.ed t'h.a.t Mr . Ro.scuosen ' e ccnceAoion being 
u.u exclusive one, his ri\·alo m the induotry would be 
sure to complair. of being excluded . He himself' waa very 
a\·erAe to applying such hea\'~r tJa.chinery a.a tho. t provided by 
arbitration at the F_ague or by an appeal to the League of 
i;o.tions l'or aettlir.!; a. dispute of such 1neigni:f1oant practical 
importance a.a that iJwobed in the question of ROuvet Island ; 
but he wan \'ery d.:>ubt!'ul v:hether hie CTovernnent, after he.\·ing 
of!'icia.lly aru1exed the island , would reel able to withdraw 
their claim to it . Ee had been turninr; over in bis mind the 
possibility of' the t'\70 Governmento submitting the ca.ae to the 
opinion or some independent jurist whooe impartiality could 
be depended upon and whose verdict mie;ht be accepted by -Ooth 
sides uithout the f'ormalities o:f a regular arbitration case . 

The Right Honourable /3. 
Sir Auaten Oho.mberlain , K. c;. ., :t,, . p ., 

etc ., etc ., et.c . 

24/4/28 . 

liiu Maj ea Ly ' a Principal Secretary of Sto. t.e 
I'or Foreign Af:faira . 
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..i~wrJ.r. ... treet , 
D'), 1: i'l s no . 2~!:3 

S c c r e t . :io A~r11 , 1928 . 

Sir, 

With reference to r •• ~r ve~ret de spat en 

Dn:ni'l"lio"' s ··,.., . 146 0.1. tne 21 rt • !arcl. 1 I lwve the .• or.~ur 

o t.ranstn1t 1 f'1!' tne in.1. onnat1on of Hi f> • ~ J st.~r ' s 

,,or"'!V re ,.,,e-t 1,., the Ur.1C\"" of 8"'uth t-. rica, the accom,£..ny-

111_ cop~· of a jespctcr, frc. fie 1fE!jesty ' s .i'nister at 

n o re ardiT' · Bri11 ·e~ Isl ei. . 

in tne A te.rc .... ic , \''ni.:n 1s referred to in his despatch 

"f +he 12tr. Mr.rcb . 

I have the h')fl('l'Jr to e , 

Sir , 

Y~ur .. '!Gt ue~t.:nt , 

h" . ol s rv r.t , ., 

\ 



HvT/AC. 

The Director of Irrigation, 

cape Town. 

c 

.u. 103/3. 

TO • 

13th April, 1920. 

I tonrard herewi , ~or your intor• 

tion, copy ot a Deap tch tro Hie t:aJ sty's inioter 

t Oelo regarding the propo ed er otion of a met ro

logic l etation on Eouvet Ielnnd. 

SECRET -RY OR :!XTER AL AFFAIRS. 

J , 
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u.~ION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

Do:ninione l~o . l --1. ; 
Downing Street , 

SECRET 

).6th February. 

2 l JJarch, 1928. 

Sir , 

With reference to my Secret dcapatch 

Dominiona Uo . 114 of the 7th l!arch, I have the honour 

to transmit , for the information of hie Uajesty •s 

Government in the Union of South Africa , the 

accompanying copy of a dccpatch from His ~ajeety • s 

llinieter at Oslo revnrding the proposed erection of 

a meteorological station on Douvet Icla.nd . 

r have the honour to be , 

Sir, 

Your most obedient 

h.unble servant , 

THE l.IrII STER OF EXT.ER!IAL AFFAIRS 
• 

mnou OP SOUTH AFRICA . 

, "" 



vT/AO. p .J.i. 103/3. 

CAPE T 

2:ith J:arcb, 1928. 

The wccreta.A'y for Defence, 

Cape 1'o wn • 

11th reference t.o my W.nute of 

tno 19th urch. 1928, I fo .ard herewith. ror your 

in£01 tiou, copy ot Deepatch no. 114 of t.~e ?th I arch, 

1926, with encloauree, re arding a norwegian exp dition 

.~ich is at present vieltin- the Antarctic, ar.d has 

ho1 ted the Eorwegian flag on Bouvct Island. 



TRANSLATION . 

ItlE RCUAL l~ORVJ'EUI.AN INibTRY 
F0:1 ll Q..'ttEIGU Ali'.11.AIRS . 

lionoieur lo llilli'btro, 

OSLO, 

L~th ~ebrunry , 1~28 . 

I ho.va the honour to aoknowlodge with tbanke 

the rooeipt of your Note cf tho 13th inr;ta.nt (Ho. 45} , 

with enclomireo, regarding tho "Norvogia.11 expedition 

to the .Antarctic . J: note that Hi:J Britannic .Jajeot~.r s 

Government, in connection with the authority r.hioh the 

Norwog!a~ Government havo given to tho Captain of the 

vNorvegi~" e:x;pedition to take in poaoeoeion in the name 

cf the King cf !forvrav o.cy ~nd not hithorto occupied, 

l::avo doemed it dsail·e.ble to rc1r.:ind the Norwegian Govern

ment of tr.a d:!.acussiona in reg~r~ to thooa regiono which 

took pl..9.oe at the lmperial Ccnfaronco in London in 1926 , 

o.nd to oer;rt the Nor-:ocian GovQrnmont o. oo:py Of tht'I 

0 su:mm.~lj' of Prooeedinse" of that Con.forenoo, which 

publication containo on pageo 33 to 34 ~ liot of the 

regionu in the Antarctic which the British Goverru:lont 

coneider a.o c otning v.nder :Rri ti oh ocveroignty. I t'ur-tha.r 

rou.ark ~bat tL.e Frit~ah. O<>verrunont13 moti~e in th1o 

connection is to ~void the riok of complicationo ~rising 

ae o. reoult of a.m· a.eta v:hi ch the expodi ti on might 

porfon:, in igr.crnnoo cf tho exioter.oo of a ~rit1oh title 

to regiona r.hich are d&:i.lt with in the nrove mentioned 

r~pc~t cf the It:pericl Conforence in London, o.nd I shall 

net fail to ~vo tho expodltion ti.a.no Bcquaintod thcrowith. 

: avni 1 T?\:l !Jt)lf 1 ot c . 

The Honourable 
Sir Fru.r,cio Lindley, 

H. h .ll . Mini st or, 
otc., etc., etc. 

Ji'':'r the }!in:toter for JJ'oreign .A.ffail· 11 

( S d) .AUG • ES •. ARCll. 



I I 

~uoation . Tho motive of th!e oom::n.:nioe.t1on 1~ oo=ely 

tho deo1l"e to avo11 tho riGk of oo.:z::pliontione ariaL~g as 

a rtioult of a...."l~r a.:>ts Trhich 'may he ~orforr:led ny tl10 

6.Xpod.!tivn ~n :!.t:r,-nore.r.oo of the oxietonco o:!' a El itiah 

1.itlo to Lhc nroe.e reforred to in ·~he Imperial Confot'enco 

1·c•poi··t. 

! nvo i1 ra.raolf of thia c.pportunity to r~nc'W 

to you, l!Or:tb:!..,·J:: le l.:inil!tre, th~ a::ioi.:.rc.nce of rey 

hlghost conail~raticn. 

(91gr.ed) F.O.L.llfD:U:I. 

0 or. El':oellcmcc 

l.ioneieur lo :rrofeaseur Eclvo:BuJ.l , 

ll!ni3tr~ dca Affaircs E~ru..~gorocJ 

0010 .. 



Copy . 

t+ 15 . 

' .. Enclosure •o ~1r "' · Ji tdl.ey' fl de1qmtch •To . 99 

14/ 2 / 19Z8 . 

Monoicu.r le 1:1ni:Jtre , 

Brit.ia:1 Lcc;a.tion, 

Oalo, 

FebrUAry 13th,1920. 

I have the honour to inforr.i Your .Excollenoy 

in ncco:rdanco with 1nlrlruotiono received from His 

}.fajea-t:r' e I'rincipal Secretary -o'f Stn.to for Forei(.;n 

Affa i rs , ~hn.t His Ilaj esty1 s Govorr.mont 1 ha:ving 

leo.rnt f rom the Ircrwegian 1Lin1Rter in London th~t 

the :;a-pta.i n of the " ~Torvec;ia" has boon authori::;erl, 

!n the course o!' the present e:xpedi tion to tlrn 

J.nta.rotio, to hoist the Kcrwesian nae on any lands 

nhich he coneidere to bclona t o no other po~or, 

do~m it deaira't:le to re!!Und the ?lorwocia.n Govt:rn-

i:ent of the diecucaion5 in regard to thoee r ogions 

which tock plaoe at the la(peria.J. Con±'erenoe held 

in London in 1926 . .An a.ccou."lt of these discussions . 

1a co11tA.ined i n the 1mbliehed 8Uillll'.ary of Frooeed

ines, J>&Gea 33 e.nd 34, e. oopy of which I have the 

honour t o tra..~SLlit to Your J!:xoe1lency herewith . 

2 . Sir Austen Cho.mber1ain desire e roe 

to inform Your Exoe:lency thnt nothil1c ie further 

froc the r-ind of Hie llajeatyto Governrcent than tc 

belittle tr.e o"tjecte cf the Nc.rwogia.11 Expodit!on 

er to reRtrict their eccpe; on the oontrary, they 

rer,ard the unuertaking ae fresh ovider.ce of 

llorwe(;io.n er..terri:-iee ir. the field of explor·ution 

and reaoarch, and look forward to ita reeu.lta which 

wi ll be Gf great value i n ~ddin6 to the otook of 

oc i cnt ific kncwledce rola.t ing to the regions in 

q_uee1tion 



E;1E.L.1t,U:l:TA.TILQ'lF:.&1. IOll A lD_ ~ 

T:f0!,1>so:~ .ffD BCJUVEr ISL\ilDS. 

61, Vi:Jcount SANDOH aaked tr.10 Secretary of otato for 

.•
1oreign l.ff11.iro what informn.t icn ho hao ae to the eJ:iatf3':"i-Oe 

denied by r o:t~esian who.lerG I or tho whoroabouto of Thompson 

Ialend,cluimed by this country;and wrP.t is tho po3ition ae 

to tho rivfll cbimo of His 1,;;jeaty1 a Governmont and the 

}lon1E\gion Jovernment to f;ouvtrl. Iala.nd? 

Sir A. CHAl,.ffiERLA IN: Thornpeon I eland vrn.e f iret 

diccovared by Captain ?orris in D@cember , 1025,~nd h:ie orly 

once been ei.:;hted si~ce by Captain Fuller,an American 

ae~l!l6n , in 1893. The isl nnd wee u.~auccaoafully searchad 

f or in 18913 end in 1926, but in view of CG.ptain Norr ls' s 

definite at .. terr.ant ar:d the conf irrnation 3fforded by Ca.pts.in 

Fuller there doos r.ot appear to be any ground for 

quectionin-g its exieter.ce,although there is aoree d~ree of 

uncert~inty regardi~ its position. Hie Mnjesty 1 e 

Jove:rn."nont b.Bve informed the Norwegian Government thDt they 

consider t~e titlo ac~uired by virtuo of tho ocoupntion of 

Bouvet Island by 0'3pt;;i in Norrie in lR25 to be va.l id, tiJ1d tbat 

in the circumat&ncee they ruuet f orma.lly roRerve all their . 
rights in connection ~ith the ialend . 

Mr .R. HUDSON: Uay v:e take it that tho infonr.ation 

which hqa been published to the effect that wo ha.ve 

aurrenderod our clidm to Bouvet Island is incorroct'? 

Sir A.CH!2ffi~AIN; Yea, Sir. I heve t_; iven the 

Houao the exact st~ter.:ient . 


