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ARTICLE XII 

The present Convention may be modified or amended 
at any time by unanimous agreement of the Contracting Parties. 
Any such modification or amendment shall enter into force 
when the depository Government bas received notice from a1l 
the Contracting Parties that they have ratified it. 

ARTICLE XIII 

(1) The present Convention eh.all be open to accession 
by any State which is a Contracting Party to the Antarctic 
Treaty. 

l2) The present Convention shall be subject to 
ratification by each acceding State, in accordance with its 
constitutional processes. Instruments of ratification shall 
be deposited with the Government of •••••••••••••••• , hereby 
designated ae the depository Government. That Government 
shall inform all acceding States of the date of each deposit 
of an 1nstrW1ent of ratification, the date of entry into force 
of the Convention and of any modification or amendment thereto. 

(3} Upon the deposit of an instrument of ratification 
by any acceding State, the present Convention shall enter 
into force for that State. 

(4) The present Convention shall be registered by the 
depository Government pursuant to Artio1e 102 of the Charter 
of the United Nations. 

ARTICLE XIV 

The present Convention, done in the English, French, 
Russian and Spanish languages, each version being equal.ly 
authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the 
depository Government, which shall transmit duly certified 
copies thereof to the ~overnmente of all acceding States. 
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ARTICLB IX 

Eaoh Contracting Party shall prohibit th• importation 
into the Antarctic of any apecies of ani11al or plant which 
doea not naturall1 occur there, apart troms 

(a) sledge dogs, 
(b) domeat1o 1took or other animal• to bt kept under 

controlled conditions for acientifio research or 
for food, 

(c) domestic plants to be kept under controlled 
conditions tor soientitio reaearoh or tor food. 

'!a.oh Contracting Party aha11 alao prevent any alien apeoiea 
thus imported from ranging or spreading without restriction 
in any part of the Antarctic. 

ARTICLE X 

The Contracting Parties may make such arrangements 
ae they consider neceeeary for: 

(a) Collecting records of the numbers of each species 
of native bird and mammal killed or captured anmial
ly in the Antarctic; 

{b) obtaining information as to the status of native 
bird• and animals in the Antarctic, and the extent 
to which any species needs protection; 

(o) obtaining advice ae to the permissible harvest of 
native birds or mammals for food, commercial 
exploitation, or other uses, in various regions; 

(d) obtaining advice as to the species which should be 
designated "absolutely protected species" under 
Article VI above, the areas which should be 
designated "absolute sanctuaries" under Article VII 
above, and the areae which should be designated 
"nature reserves" under Article VIII above; 

(e) preparing and circulating to organising authorities, 
expeditions, and stations, li•te of absolutely 
protected species, liate of absolute sanctuaries 
and nature reserves, a brochure explaining the aim.a 
of these proposals, and other literature relevant 
to the conservation of wild life. 

ARTICLE Il 

Ea.oh of the Contracting Parties undertakes to exert 
appropriate efforts, consistent with the Charter of the 
United Nations, to the end that no one engages in any activity 
in the Antarctic contrary to the principles or pur~oaes of 
the present Convention. 

I .... 
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(3) In thi• Article, and in Article v, "appropriate 
Authority" means the Government of the Contracting Party of 
which the person concerned is a national or whioh haa 
organized or is responsible tor the expedition or station 
ot which that person is a member, or any bod7 or pereon 
nominated by such Government for the purpose in qu••tion. 

ARTICLI V 

Ea.oh Oontraoting Party eball prohibit the private 
poaeeasion, or the buying or eelling, or attempt• to buy or 
aell, any native mammal or bird or product derived therefrom, 
unl.ese th• possession of or dealing in •uoh ma•mals and bird• 
h$8 been authorized by the appropriate Authority. 

ARTICLE VI 

Species of native mammal or bird which aerit special 
proteotion shall, with th• agreement ot the Contracting 
Parties to the Antarctic Treaty who•• representatives are 
entitled to participate in the meeting• provided for under 
Article IX of that Treaty, be designated b7 them as 
"absolutely protected species", and ono• thlls designated each 
Contraoting Part7 to the present Convention shall prohibit 
the killing, capturing, woundina or molesting of auoh maamale 
and birds except for PIU'POaea of scientifio atud7 or in an 
emergency. 

ARTICL~ VII 

Areas which are of outstanding aoientifio interest 
ahall, with the agreement of the Contracting Parties to th• 
Antarotio Treat1 whose repreaentatives are entitled to 
partioipate in the meetings provided ror under Article IX ot 
that Treaty, b• designated by them aa "absolute aanotuariee", 
and within areae thlle designated eaoh Contraoting Party to 
the present Convention shall prohibit the killing, oapturing, 
wounding or molesting of any native mammal or bird exoept for 
aoientifio purposes or in an emergenoy. They ahall further
more prohibit the interference with such areas by the 
structural alteration of the terrain, the conatruotion of 
inetallationa, the overflying of aircraft or heliooptere at 
low altitudes, the passage of vehicles or partiea on foot, 
or any other activity likely to disturb or alter the habitat, 
other than for purposes of scientific research or in an 
emergency. 

ARTICLE VIII 

Additional areas shall be designated b1 the Con
tracting Parties to the Antarctic Treaty whose representatives 
are entitled to participate in the meetings provided for under 
Article IX of that Treaty, ae "Nature Reserves" for the ex
preea purpose of safeguarding and perpetuating the natural 
0011U11U.nitie• of animals which they contain. Recognising that 
eome ht.tman interference within Nature Reserves is unavoidable, 
each Contracting Party shall take the neoeeeary measures to 
ensure that wild life in these Reserves ie maintained as far 
aa poeaible in its natural state. 

/ .... 
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DRA:PT CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVATION 
01 WILD Lill IN TH.I ANTARCTIC 

ARTICLE I. 

The proviaiona of th• preeent Convention ah.all apply 
to the area south of 60° South Latitude, 1nolud1ng all io• 
ahelvee, but nothing in this Convention sba1l preJudioe or 
in any way affeot the rights, or th• exerciee of th• righta, 
of any State under international law wt.th regard to the high 
seas within that area. 

ARTICLE II 

In this Convention "native mammal" means any individual, 
at an1 stage of the life oyole, of &J17 species belonging to 
the Class Mammalia exoepting aeabere of the Order Cetacea 
(whales), indigenous to the Antarctic or occurring there by 
natural agencies of dispersal. Similarly, "native bird" 
means any individual, at any etag• of the life 0701• 
(including egge), of~ species of the Claae Aves indigenoua 
to the Antarctic or occurring there by :natural agenoiea of 
dispersal. "Plant" means any kind of vegetation at any 
stage of the life cycle (including aeeda). 

ARTICLE III 

Ea.oh Contracting Party shall prohibit the killing, 
wounding, capturing or molesting of any native mammal or 
bird, as well as all attempts to kill, wound, capture or 
molest them, except as provided in Article IV of the present 
Convention. 

ARTICLE IV 

(1) Notwithstanding the proviaion of Article III of 
th• present Convention, and subJect to the provision of sub
paragraph ( 2) of this Article and of .Article a VI and VII of 
the present Convention, any appropriate Authority may ex
pressly permit the killing or capturing of any native 118.amal 
or bird for the following purpoaes: 

(a) to provide food for men or doge, 
(b r to provide scientific specimens' or to obtain 

acienti!io information, or to provide specimens 
for mu.eewna, zoological gardens, or other 
educational or cultural uses, 

(o) to provide specimens !or a private oollection, 
(d) to provide specimen• or products for commercial 

p\lrpoaes. 

(2) The permission granted by the appropriate Authority 
in aooordanoe with subparagraph (1) of this Article must 
state the epeoies and number of native mammals or birds 
a:ffected by it. 

I .... 
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C0!04ERCE AND INDUSTRIES. 
" (In duplicate). 

.. 

Draft Convention on the Conaervation 
of Wild Life in the Antarotio • 

Aa you are probably aware the representatives of 
the Antarctic Treaty Powers, including the Republic, 
aaeembl•d at Canberra in July last year at the firat of 
the so called Consultative Meetings and, inter alia, 
"recognised the need for measures to conserve the living 
resources of the Treaty area •••••"and recommended that 
the Treaty Powers "oonau.lt on the form on which it would 
be moat suitable to establish in due course internationally 
agreed measures for the preservation and conservation of 
the living resources of the Antarotic •• •••••" 

We have since heard that Great Britain feels tbat 
the establishment of "internationally agreed measures" in 
this regard can beat be given effect to by concluding an 
in~ernational Convention on the matter. The United 
Kingdom accordingly intends to submit the attached Draft 
Convention in this regard to the Seoond Consultative Treaty 
Meeting in July this year !or consideration. 

As a directive in regard to thie item will shortly 
have to be prepared for the gu.idanoe of the South African 
delegation to the Second Consultative Meeting which commences 
in Buenos Aires on the 18th July any views or comments whioh 
you may have in regard to the suitability or otherwise of 
the Draft Convention wou1d be much appreciated. It ia 
assumed that you will, if necessary, also consult the Director 
ot Fisheries in this connection. 

t/Y.~~ 
J. SECRETARY 'FOR FOREIGN AFF1IRS. 
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A .POI?-t"T , 

rm .FT CCNV : TION ON TH cm .... 'RVATICr OF ILD LIF.i:; 
I !H A.TTAlWTIC : YOUR REF. 404/183 OF 25 MAY 1962. 

1 . Y.. In my view the draft convention 1 a sound foun
dation upon ,.,t.ich to build an effective ystem "or the & . conservation of the relevart wild life in Antarctica. 

~
1' v\ ~~-· ith whales and fish excluded , the po.;sibility of 

'l vf' ~commercial exploitation becoming~ bone of contention 
l'~ /;"' mong contracting p~rties seems remote . The convention 

~;,~~~~ therefore appears to be e genuine attempt to arde finding 
X ~:\· e formula for the protection of nt retie \ild life and 

~~' I think the member countries should be blc to reach 
~ ~ \ t.J..- greement within the proposed fr me~ork, hich seems realistic 
~ vi' and flexible... .I 

~., 7'. 

~~ 
Y-r.J~. 

IR CTOR OF S A FISHJ:;~Ir:S . 

I, 

t!Y.~~ 
J. SECRETARY POR FOREIGN AFF1IRS. 
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THE SKCRETAlri FO R FOREIGN AFFAIRSs PRETO U:A . 

DRAFT COIVENTIOJI 01 THE CO?lSERVATIOB OP iLD LIFE IN THE 
ANTA.RrIC1 102/2n13 DATED 23rd MAY, 1962. 

I aUb~o1n, for your information an e:xtract from minute 
F .8 .12/61 dat ed 2nd June , 1962, received rrom the Director of 
Sea Fisheriess-

•In my rlew the draft convention 1s a sound foundation 
upon which to build an effective system for the co119erva
t1on of the relevant wild lite in Antarctlca. 

With whale• and fish excluded, the po•sibilit7 of 
comaercial eJtplo1tat1on beCOllling a bone of cont ention 
amonc contracting parties seems remote . The convention 
therefore appears to be a genuine attempt towards finding 
a formula tor the protection or antarctic wild life 
and I think the member countrie• should be able to reach 
agreement within the 1>roposed framework, hlch seems 
realistic and fle~ible~ . 

This Department agrees with the opinion expressed by the 
Director. 

SECRETAHr FO COJ{JE CE AND INDUSTRIES. 

I I 

t!Y.~~ 
J, SECRETARY POR FOREIGN AFP'AIRS. 


