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"Olympic Splendour"
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board the floating factory "Olympic Challen ind in connection

with meking this dJeclaration I have furnished them ¢n the reve
with the text and signature in my own hand.,
With regard to mv first expedition with the "Olympic

Challenger" - in the Antarctic 1952/63 = I hereby declare that the

first whale came on to the deck of the floating factory on Dzcember

A 1 1 r o " » +1 : . : -
14th 1952 at 0030, At that time the position of the floating factory

15
O

o JAL .
wags H8749' South and 23°59' West. I have ncted this in my records

and also added the following: "Hunting begine". Prom that dav nwards

nadtnlhd r iy O " o e rn Y A~ ' 1
catvching was carried on continually, According to ny notes wnale -
A0 was hodvwad A 6ol s Te : A 4 o1~ OO 1

+WU was heaved on deck on January 4th 1953 at 0005, and whale

1T A

1000 on January 21st
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had 50,000 barrels of oil :n the tnt

m - ~ - 5 - R ~ 1 - ~ T - -4 |

The t.'fjl'-"-'l_'_ml terminatirn I h ling operavions, according
+ +- 3 et - T A A 4+ ¥
o Tthe ¢ F,.ll_.lf LONS 01 TN International Inaling Ce 0l 1Q VAR O

be on March 16th 1953, Up to that date the production amcunted to

-

1_ il i“:, . {T]I_r'j.:“\ “l"';I'l‘--_‘.- 8% il kn;_—_-w [-.,:\R‘i tive t v +hat r"{'ll ST -'."-":f"--'"-'“'"l-"{.l cat-hb ,\ Mach—

fang) went on until March 29th 1953, The total production of the
onftl ‘eatch, the seasonal catch and the sonal cateh
T 164,000 barrels. I have no I that on March 29th 1953% af
€. on the day of the final termination of cat ning, anowuner
8B were counted. Ac flli'i‘,f.r.‘, a mv not 3 " +tr 03 h

\r not S on dhicl +} I ate L\ +n } £ 111
™\ - - -
On botl expedition hay r'y auring jaLcns r
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L Lvrwby aifirm that this declaration is a true 12s=aription
m7 T lrvvead " » ey viey e e O
1Y ind knowle ige of what was S801LNL on

the floating factory ‘Olympic Challenger". I have made the

tion entirely of my own free will, The phot-static
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on the bridge, After March 4th 1955, until March 19tk 1955, another

°89 humpback whales were killed, It appears from my notes that w

i 2 L2330 & i .:', I whales pecCliles were Xillied !
that our total o0il producti mounted 1 ;100 barrels,

With regard tc ize ¢ i ; whales, I am abl ¢
confirm that undersized whales were killed in t Antarctic as well
I repeatedly assisted in taking measuremen i\l 80 here,

It we announced by t© aAnag 1 " the ship to the nrew

of the floating factory, that catching operations we to be closed

on March 19th 1955 at
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A8 Appendix No.2 I anm enclosing phctostatic copies of my

extracts from the above-mentioned catch logbonk during the

operations in the Antarctic from dJanuary 5th to March 19th 1955.
I hereby confirm that during the entire period of ocatching
off the const of Peru, baleen whales in considerable numbers were

1

kKilled and processed, It appears from my notes that merely in the

period from August 28th to September 30th 1954, 260 blue whales,
64 fin whales, 1 humpback whale, and 13 sei whales, were killed,
I have also noted down that the production of baleen whale oil
as per November 9th 1954 already amounted to 22,225 barrels. As
per the same day the production of sperm oil amounted to 46,295
barrels. I have personally teken readings of these figures on the
measuring instrument and also on the board in the laboratory.

With regard to the size of the sperm whales killed off the

L

coast of Peru, I am able to confirm that the pernitted minimum
size limit was largely disregarded. I knew from talks with the
planforemen and with my officer of the watch that the permitted
minimum size of sperm whales was 38 feet, I repeatedly helped
the planforeman in establishing the length of the whales, and have
thus taken part in measuring full size as well as undersized whale

With regard to the operations in the Antarctic in the

]

eason 1954/55 I am able to confirm that the "Olympic Challenger"
expedition started the catch on January 5th
my notes that before the npen season for the catching of blue
whales had commenced, i.e. before January 2lst 1955, several blue
whales had already been killed. During the stipulated open season
for the catching of blue whales, i.e. from January 21st up to
and including March 19th 1955, 218 blue whales were killed
according to my notes. In the stipulated period for the catching
of fin whales, i.e., from January 7th up to and including March
19th 1955, 1253 fin whal es were killed. During the sane period
5 sei whales and 219 sperm whales were killed.

It was gencrally known on board, and not only to me, that
the catch of humpback whales was only permitted in the period

Fel

from ruary 1st up to and including February 4th 1955. In spite
of that, 450 humpback whales were killed and reported up to
January 31st at 2400, of which, up to that time, 449 humpback

whales had arrived on the flensing deck and had been registered
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. } BEi desstattliche ;E:I'Kl!j.r"dri'r'ﬂo

¢ Friedrich-Wilhelm L ¢ h n e 1

ch, der unterzeichne

geboren am 7. Dezember 1901 in Berlin, wohnhaft Eckernfirde,

Lerchenweg 1 von Beruf kaufmidnnischer Angestellter, erklidre hlermit:
¢h nahm zum ersten Mal an einer Walfangexpedition teil

Bord des Walfangmutterschiffes "Olympic Challenger" in der Fangsaison

1952/53 und machte auch die darauffolgende Fangreise 1954/55 mit.

cn war angemustert als Matrose und machte als solcher im Fanggebiet

Dienst als Brlickenwache. Ich hatte die Aufgabe, die von den Bojenbooten

Zum Mutterschiff gebrachten Wale zu reg Jistrieren, d.h. festzustellen:

1. welche Fangboote die betreffenden Wale geschossen hatten (ersichtlich

aus der eingeschnittenen Nummer auf der Schw anzflosse), 2. die genaue

—

Uhrzeit, wann der Wal auf das Schlachtdeck gekommen war, und 3. die
Art des gos

abgegeben und von diesem wurde Jeder einzelne Wal unter laufender Nummer

senen Wales. Meine Meldung wurde an den Wachoffizier

ouch eilngetragen. Das Fangbuch war fest eingebunden und

i
mit dem Verwendungszweck echenden vorgedruckten Rubriken versehen
Die Fah?h::tw gaben Jje Fangergebnisse an die Funkstation des
Mutterschiffes. Die Funkstation wiederum gab diese Meldung an den
1. Dieser trug dann die Fangboot-
die Walart ein. Erst nach der
Meldung des Briickenmatrosen war die Eintragung ins Fangbuch

und maassgebend., Im Falle einer [iff'erenz zwischen

[ dee ngobocotes und der Eintragung des Wachoffiziers der
Bricltenwache in das Fangbuch war letztere ausschlaggebend. Wir waren
zwel Matrosen, die im Fanggeblet Brilckenwache gingen - jeder sechs
Stunden. - Meine Heidungen waren vollkommen unabhingig von den Meldungen

der Planvorleute, Die Meldungen der Planvorleute wurden auf einem

vordruck (Planvormann-Aufgabe) an die Zahlmeisterei und das Maschinenblro

vorerwdhnten Fargbuch wihrend des Fanges in der Antarktis vom 5. Januar

Lch bestitige, dass wdhrend des ganzen Ianges an der Peru-Kliste

Bartenwale in erheblichen Mengen geschossen und verarbeitet worden sind.

= "i.‘.‘l = 1 Iy} “","[- ¥ S BE aTs - . 1 - o 1 . g .
Aus meinen fulzelehnungen geht hervor, dage all in der Zeit vom







)
. - 3
1 g . & } s o =
L1VI1IKiE 4 Ll DAl Ll
| ety 1
1 Il i
£ | ‘o in¢ Parteo v n ‘
10654/55. I signed ¢

wer 1 e e liver i 1
jeck of that vessel,
Regularly cl

'E I-:lr at ] 1 y 1T el

1 ¥ 5 |
1 o U ¥
1 v 1rg 1
! L i rsto
4
tion T i C

that only sper
[ cen I
| v} |
. b ¥ { Y
! . "
1 } i
Wt | ’ ! i
2 - » B 1 a
» y : L
- 4 1 T O L1
reat ority
“ = 1 . e’
| 0 T LeEs 5 . u
4 (a8
. -
r —_— i i

floatin 1§ o
41
¥ rol *Ralls! 1 T3 |
1 4 'y ter
W 1 1D 1
L3 P a1l ter y
I 1 | .

L}
!
¥

N
4 Ji Y .
1 / :
vy +
I\ )
1 r 2l .
f 4 "
1 ! |
- £l ! Y
- last one of

Y a WU}
o 2 R
I3 y O 1 i
i - Ty
| L
5 + T W

-
‘ i .

X L'

Y » I
1 . A .

o et r
\ L
4 +=1 Y
: o
1
iy -
-
4 13
1L 1
i [
{ £l
1 b
|
vor 1ed ]
1 T u
b v 1 o
£ 1 , i 11 Of
! { G188
nrw 1 L

a5 A




u 3 - T r
T S
 § [l 1 1 w =
%'y » ' 1y
! Al 14 | i - i A i
F: ll_ i "y ¥ _.' B L -r.' il=-
nir dure! : n den anderen
Bartenwalen Form leich Lo rizenntlich. - Ab Mit
Februar ] lanzel an GranatzlUndern nur noch grosse
Wale dies w f't er war. s d irdsse der

Kndlwale anbelangt,

T ’ vy ] = Al
\ ] 1 1 Wal bk 8 % \recn
iy 1 . Oy - T
il ¢ Il 1 el
4 £ 5 i mar ‘o ¥
¥ : = oy Pz 4 4wy N
I {o i 1 A DS el Il lem
1hey . e - poen
1 ! Y Y nr t el 2 B
N

T ary

\ ] 4 170
. ybachtungen und Kenntnis der V n Bort B § sie
freiwillig al 185 hierzu war ei €
von Advokat 1S , der die
.eressen vertritt,
“-.







Mr
itid »

whaling

KGI
rlie N' i S]’




According to our notes, a Japa: 1at r o p to oul
t 't Nl 'T:un- f':} 1. ; l,]' # I} 2.4 hi ol le 7k 1 } v i 4 .
Nl R1CKLY it W in order ftc pI it par r - L o

.";,,?'-,t ‘:_ [ 1 € 'E"r\- \} s § y " : i : ’ J ver—
theless steered towards the hunpt - .
ling expedition of t "Olyopi
were killed on D mber £th 195C 1 from

then on continually until Marcl th 1951. According to our not

86,000

¥ X1 tion of thi 01 icC
- - 1 b 3 1 - 3 3 -
L L W » o AL i 4 ~ A
. N— |
| L ™ : . 4 e 2 B~ 2 - ~d 1
anuary 2nd 1952, uriy th ficial Nng ri 11
() 1 ™% e = =Foh . =N 0y T
production wi 36,000 bar: S 10 q 150nal ;
- A - Y - - ¥ . r v
of 3-4 days gav ho g rels,
. e
cenrding to our notes, i nerations on Ehi Y
w .E'. +4 ~f 4 1a 1" lvmpic Y} 1 ng ‘r.n b + ~ ] T T
'+ h o W that 1811 k 5K n lecember 1 ]
2th
AT1n pre-—seasont xaten, « &, DELO
- - . + » ( B ry T bl ¥ wnaol N1l
tipulated o3 iate, bout y bal 1 L
!
{ - 4 . v ey 4 ~ b
N T - a + A t voed ) ) o y trail:
.I.'f bl I:J !r‘ J‘. e ] U r r Y ', | i
) S
q - ™ } ' 4= A = ‘
& | ] " 3 GC K = i i )L 1 OF At
- = 2 " - + {
i v 4 'l =1 n 1 T T'a . Gt DX 1 1
barrels of bal n | | g nst— 3on&l © N uy
to March %1lst bro Tt ir bout + 0 18, hat 1
nrod 40T ount { . toll - D I ’ o | ! '8 " -~ - -
¥ T + 41 ar =~ } el AL
A e ad b 1 At ner pil, Du Y1{ J ¥ . . Pt - v L3
s P ¥ : ¥
sere killed during ! ) raol
1 Y Y T 1 T » ¥ 1 | ™ I > %
A i i w L - - - -4 L A
. e : el el
™Mivrivyre +hde +hi rAd 1 B Wole Y b 144 1 i L ! w i i
A ¥ - A “a -
Wi ! ] 1 nd proces :1;‘ - } rd k A Spe
2 e T -
x s . . PR e e - wag
I pI rved and rust nc ' Killeda u ! y 1 i 4! N
1 § x Oy T + + -
01 oc 1 3trictly orpbiaaen DY f ar b ALh
nhotegrapt r to remov lebones.




pis

— v
o=
.
.
C .
.
— .

4
- 3
i
el .
=
— =
-
C I




|
|
|
|

1,.

Kurt

P | ¥ | " v
Mevey
Y Ml

]+

4



















Appendix 17,

(Translavon trom \German.)

I attirm that this photo was taken personally by me on board
«Olympic Challengers> during the carching in the Antarctic on January
This photo is appendix 17 to my affirmation of December 21, 1955
Hamburg, December 21, 1955.
Bruno Schlaghecke (sign.)
[ do hereby certify the signature of Mr. Bruno Schlaghecke
December 21, 195¢.
Asbjorn Slardahl (sign.)
\lLL‘L'”l‘ll].
ROYAL NORWEGIAN CONSULATE GENERAI
HAMBURG (stamp)




.-\p;\l'r:d: X 11}

I'ranslation from German.)
I affirm hercby that this photo was taken personally by
Olympic Challenger» during the catching off the Peruvian coast
1954
This photo is appendix 13 to my affirmation of December 21, 1955
Hamburg, December 21, 195¢
Bruno Schlaghecke

I do hereby certity the signature of Mr, Bruno Schlaghecke

December 21, 1645,
Asbjorn Slerdahl (sign
\ ll_"k‘l“‘)lll
ROYAL NORWEGIAN CONSULATE GENERAI
HAMBURG (stamp)

Appendix 14.
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I'ranslation from German.)

| affirm hereby that this photo was taken personally

| 1
npic Challengers during the catching ¢

14 .ll'l.! 16, 19¢4
['his phot
I!,H]‘.‘{!:IT;, December 21, 1955

s appendix 1§ to my affirmation of December 21,

Bruno Schlaghecke
do hereby certty the ‘»i'_.:[‘:.lT‘.l!'u of Mr. Bruno Schla ',|'.r.
]l'.'l"'li".- | I
Ashjarn Slordahl
Viceconsul

1953

ROYAL NORWEGIAN CONSULATE GENERAIL
HAMBURG (stamp)

Appendix 16




Appendix 11

m hereby th

Olympic Challengers during the

14

'his photo is appendix 11 to my )5 §

Hamburg, December 21, 1955,
Bruno Schlaghecke (sign
of Mr. Bruno Schlaghecke
]11'\-'||[|\! 21, 19%¢%.
Asbjorn Slerdahl (sign.)
Viceconsul.

I do hereby certify the s

ROYAL NORWEGIAN CONSULATE GENERAL
HAMBURG (stamp)

Appendiy

f :




Appendix g.

(Translation from German.

I affirm hereby that this photo was taken personally by me on board the floating
Olympic Challengers during the catching off the Peruvian coast on October 16, 1954.

This photo is appendix 9 to my affirmation of December 21, 1955.

Hamburg, December 21, 19%5.

factory

Bruno Schlaghecke (sign.)
[ do hereby certify the signature of Mr, Bruno Schlaghecke.

December 21, 1955,
Asbjorn Slerdahl (sign.)
Viceconsul.
ROYAL NORWEGIAN CONSULATE GENERAL
HAMBURG (stamp)

Appendix 10




\i‘l“"*i'\ -

(Translation from German.)
[ affirm hereby that this photo was taken personally by me on board the floatng tacrory
Olympic Challengers during the catching off the Peruvian coast on September 18, 1954.
I'his photo is appendix 7 to my affirmation of December 21,
Hamburg, December 21, 1955

1949

Bruno Schlaghecke (sign
| do hereby certify the signature of Mr. Bruno Schlaghecke
December 21, 1957
Asbjorn Slordahl (sign.)

\ ICCCn I|'l\'|||
ROYAL NORWEGIAN CONSULATE GENERAIL
HAMBURG (stamp)

Appendix 8.




Appendix s,

.

(Translation from German.)

1 affirm hereby that this [‘i!l'li-\ was taken 5‘hrmn1|l\ by me on board the floatng tactory
.Olympic Challenger= during the catching off the Peruvian coast on Seprember 18, 1954
This photo is appendix § to my affirmation of December 21, 1955

Hamburg, December 21, 1953
Bruno Schlaghecke (sign.)
1 do hereby certify the signature of Mr. Bruno Schlaghecke.
December 21, 1955
Ashiorn Slordahl (sign.)
Viceconsul.
ROYAL NORWEGIAN CONSULATE GENERAI
HAMBURG (stamp)

:\ppani\ [




Appendix 1c

(Translation from German
I affirm hereby that this photo was taken personally by me on board the floating factory
o1 11'\!|||'IL Challenge

« during the Peru catching on October 22, 1944

Hamburg, January 24, 1956

Friedrich-Wilhelm Lehnert (sign.)
I do hereby certify notarially the signature of Mr. Friedrich-Willielm Lehnert
Rn_‘J' \-ur"u-l‘:l_an Consulate General, Hambure, lanuars 1956

Olat Tellefsen (sign.)
ROYAL NORWEGIAN CONSULATE GENERAI
HAMBURG (stamp)




ereby that this photo was taken personally by me on board the floating

4 Olympic Challengers during the Peru catchir

Hamburg, January 24, 1956

g on October 22, 1954

Friedrich-Wilhelm Lehnert (sign.)
y notarially the signature of Mr. Friedrich-Wilhelm Lehnert.
Royal Norwegian Consulate General

., Hamburg, January 24, 1936

Olaf Tellefsen (sign.)
ROYAL NORWEGIAN CONSULATE GENERAI
HAMBURG (stamp)




I'ranslation from German.)
I affirm hereby that this photo was taken personally by me on board the Hoaun

18, 1934

g lactory
Olympic Challengers during the Peru catching on October

Hamburg, January 24, 1956
]"ril.'lil'il.'h-\\"i”h.']!'I'I Lehnert (S1gn.)

[ do hereby certity notarially the signature of Mr. Friedrich-Wilhelm Lehnert
Roval Norwegian Consulate General, Hamburg, January 24, 1956,
Olaf Tellefsen (sign.)

ROYAL NORWEGIAN CONSULATE GENERAI
HAMBURG (stamp)




Appendix 6. I

(Translavon trom German.)
| affirm hereby that this photo was taken personally by me on board the
«Olympic Challenger- during the Peru catching on Qctober 18, 1954

L .
rigating ractory

Hamburg, January 24, 1956
Friedrich-Wilhelm Lehnert (sign.)

[ do hereby certify notarially the signature of Mr. Friedrich-Wilhelm Lehnert
Roval Norwegian Consulate General, Hamburg, January 24, 1956.
Olaf Tellefsen (sign.)
ROYAL NORWEGIAN CONSULATE GENFRAI
HAMBURG (stamp)

Appendix 7




['ranslation from

I affirm hereby that ¢

on board the floating facrory
Olvmpic Challenger in the perntiod between September 15 and 20,
1954

Hamburg, Januarv 24, 1956.

Friedrich-Wilhelm Lehnert (sign.)

signature of Mr. Friedrich-Wilhelm Lehnert.
Royal Norwegian Consulate General

3 4 1 11 N,
I do herelyy CErtity notanally the

. Hamburg, January 34, 1056

Olaf Tellefsen (sign.)
ROYAL NORWEGIAN CONSULA I'E GENFRAL
HAMBURG (stamp)




Appendix 3.

(Translauion from German

[ affirm hereby that this photo was rtaken personally by me on board the floating factory

«Olympic Challenger» during the Peru catching on September 15, 1954

Hamburg, January 24, 1956
Friedrich-Wilhelm Lehnert
I do hereby certify notarially the signature of Mr. Friedrich-Wilhelm Lehnert

Royal Norwegian Consulate General, Hamburg, January 24, 1956

Olaf Tellefsen (sign.)

ROYAL NORWEGIAN CONSULATE GENERAI
HAMBURG (stamp



(Translation from German.)
I affirm hereby that this photo was taken personally by me on board the floating factory
Olympic Challengers during the catching in the Antarctic on January 17, 1955.
Hamburg, January 24, 1956.
Friedrich-Wilhelm Lehnert (sign.
1 do hereby certify notarially the signature of Mr. Friedrich-Wilhelm Lehnert.
Royal Norwegian Consulate General, Hamburg, January 24, 1956,
Olaf Tellefsen (sizn.)
ROYAL NORWEGIAN CONSULATE GENERAI
HAMBURG (stamp)




W

Friedrich-Wilhelm Lehnert

Olaf Telletsen




Appendix 1¢

(Translation from German.

[ affirm hereby that this photo was taken personally by me on board the floating factory
«Olympic Challenger during the Peru catching in the pernod berween November 8 and 13,
1954

Hamburg, January 24, 1956
. Friedrich-Wilhelm Lehnert (sign
¢ .'..' I .i-. ' W l-\.'-'".'.'.'

1 do hereby certify norarially th C
Royal Norwegian Consulate General 1956

Olaf Tellefszn

ROYAL NORWEGIAN CONSI LATE GENFRAI
HAMBURG (stamp




Appendix 13

INranslation trom German.)
[ affirm hereby that this photo was taken person ly by me on board the foating factory
Olympic Challengers during the Peru catching in the period between November £ and 13,

19%4

Hamburg, January 24, 1956
Friedrich-Wilhelm Lehnert (sign.)

1 do hereby certify notarially the signature ol Mr. Friedrich-Wilhelm Lehnert,

Roval Norwegian Consulate General,

Hamburg, [anuary 24, 1956
Olaf Tellefsen (sign.)

ROYAL NORWEGIAN CONSULA E GENERAI
HAMBURG (stamp)
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eir work observed any of the
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Panamanian inspectors on the flensh-deck. xs these 1nspectors

according

aph 1 on the Schedule to the International
Whaling Conven*ion are to maintain & twenty-four hour in-
speotion of the factory ship, the Norwegian Government 18

of the opinion that the two inspectors must have been grossly
duties and that their report

have little relation to

The enclosed declarations and the documents previously

of the statisticel material furnished by the Peanamenian in-
spectors as well as by the "Olympic Whaling Company" regarding
the whaling seasons in question.

The Norwegian Government has found it necessary to
bring the contents of these declarations to the attention of

the Tenemenian Government without delay in order to facilitate

*:’;-’. .I v "LL rgtlons wnich the ransl 18 fovernment 15 «.u‘llll (0]
- -~ ~ + ~f 4 " =
institute under the provisions of Article 1X of the inter
1 = ¥ ~ T —~ T »
nationel Whaling Convention.
+1. mant o +
[n considerstion of the proofs contalned 1n tae
1 3 1 1 I +h Annnmantation nreviol c‘lv 11—
enclosed declarations and the docurentatlon pPreviously Lul
oLy TR L 1 .+ W Taniiar
nished with the notes of 27th September 1955 and l4th January

1956




oy T.A};P Nnotes me 1€ I['_'_’ i :r.]’l!'[_)‘o:
k M ! IR T ) 1 1 v ' ]
<. The "Olympic Challenger" has not observed the opening and
clos1ng dates for the whaling season during the years

1950/51, 1951/52, 1952/53 and 1954/55. On the contrary
the expedition has repeatedly started the catch in
advance of the date agreed upon for the opening of the
season and has continued operations up to 13 days beyond

the eatablished By thus violating the

expedition

has been expressly forbidden. More particularly this is
the case when about 44.000 barrels of
01l were

!, Blue whales and humpbscl whales have been killed out of
season in extraordinarily great numbers. Thus during
January 1955, 450 humpback whales were killed, although
the killing of whales of this species was limited by the
International Whaling Commission to the period from lst
February to 4th February. After Ath February 1955 a further
389 humpback whales were killed, bringing the tot number
ip to 839 ies of this species illegally caught.

L. Whales of species have been killed in violation of
the size limits for the particular species established
by the Inter ional Whaline Cormission. This applies with
regard to every season mentioned above and particularly
regi catch of sperm whales off Feru during the
autumn of 1954, when the greater part of the whales killed

were
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transmit to Your Gxcellency the following declarations hd
1 O 1 HAC = J

at the Royal Norwegian Consulate Genersl, Hamburg :
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m his diary vlTh J7 th+usrnrwm
) ninﬁdltlJu of the "Olympic

1) Declarstion by Bruno
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1{1)
-~
:
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‘.'._nj
-- iy N g S
P - B Talkalhoeeid ~whansh 0O 21st
3) jeclaration by dr. Franz Reinhard lorbach ol <1t
“ J .-\—v. —zw J
Janusry 1950.
Lo 1 . ol meys +
2 M e s T the said document.
oa) ANgL1S L&l lation e 581l

sust b

115
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oOn

from
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355 inclusiveiy.

h translation of the said document with enclosures.

£ iast is thus specifically corroborated
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13th April 1956,
Sir,

by my Govornment to request that the draft submitied by the United
Nations' International Commission for Provisional Articles
concerning the Régime of the High Seas (General Assembly, Official
Records: Tenth Session, Supplement No. 9 (A/2934)) be placed on
the Agenda of the International Whaling Commission and discussed
at the Commiesion's meeting in London this year,

I have the honour to inform you thet I have been instructed

The Norwegian Government would like in this connection to call
attention to the fact that the Internati onal Law Commission's
report was sent to a number of organizations represented by
observers at the International Technical Conference on the
Conservation of the Living Resources of the Sea held at Rome from
the 18th of April to the 10th of May 1955, and that the Law
Commission stated that it would welceme the other organizations!
cbservations on this matier,

I have the honour to be,
S8ir,

Your obedient Servant,

oligned: scesasvenmes

A,T.As Dobson, Esq,.,

Secretary General to the International
Whaling Commission,

Department of Fisheries,

3, Whitehall Place,

S. "l.':I 1 L]




UNITED _NATIONS

New York
LEG 292/8/01 24 August 1955
Dear Sir,

I am directed by the Secretary=Genceral to draw your
attention to the report of the International Law Commission
covering the work of its seventh seession held in Geneva from
2 May to 8 July 1955, A copy of this report (A/CN.L/9Y) 18
attached for your convenience. The report contains in
Chapter II a number of "provislonal articles concerning the
régime of the high seas" including article 24 on the right
to fish and articles 25-=%3 on the conservation of the living
resources of the high seas, The latter articles are also
reproduced with a preamble in an annex to Chapter II,

The International Law Commission, at its @bove-mentioned
session, decided to communicate Chapter IT with annex to the
apganizations reprcsented by observers at the International
Technical Conference on the Conservation of the Living Resources
of the Sea, held at Rome from 18 April te 10 May 1955, and to
invite them to submit their observations on articles 24-33 and
the preamble referred to above.

It would accordingly be appreciated if you would be good
enough to communicate to the Secretary-General, befors
1 February 1956, any observations which your Organization may
wish to make on the said matter for transmisslon to the
Commission in time for its eighth seseion, to be held in
April 1956,

Yours truly

Congtantin A, Stavropoulos
Legal Counsel
The Beeretary
International Whaling Cemmissl on
3, Whitehall Placo

London, S.W.1,

ngland,
INTERNATIONAL = WHALING COMMISSION
17th November, 1955
8ir,

I beg tc refer to your letter of 24th August, 1955,
LEG 292/6/01 and to say that I have now had an opyortuuit¥ of
discussing the subject matter thereof with the Commission’'se
Chai rman.

With hie eoncurrence, I beg to inform you that the report
of the International Law Commissl on has boen studled with interest
and, not least, those paragraphs which deal with thc breadth of
territorial waters, The Commission refraln, however, irom
making any comments on the Ropar t and the proposals contalned
therein, sceing that it appears to have been already sent to all
the ceventeen Contracting Governments, whose representatives
constitute this Comnission and who may wish to comment upon the
report separately and individually,.

I am, 5ir,
Your obedicnt Servant,

The Becretary-fcneral, A, T,A, DOBSON
United Nations, Secretary to the Commisslon,

- i, S ———————




INTERNATIONAY, _WHALING _COMMISSION

INTERNATIONAL _LAW COMMISSI ON

(Eighth Meeting: Document XIV)

~ In compliance with the International Whaling Commission'
directions, a letter from the United Nations is attached, du-ud
2hth August, 1955, together with the reply sent on the Chairman's

instructions, on 17th November, 1955,

At a later date, a letter dated 13th April, 1956 was received
from the Norwegian Government asking that this matter might be
placed on the agenda of the Bighth Meeting, This was done,

Item 22, A copy of this letter ie also attached. The United

Nations were immediately asked to supply 4O copies of the
original report of which they were unable to supply.

8t111 later, in a letter dated 10th July, 1956, the
Commission received copies of a later report to that first

received in August 1955. Sufficient copies of these roportis

are not available for all those attending the mecting, but

have alrcady been handed to Commissioners, as this matter may be

raised at the Technical Committce.
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he Commiseion haeard staf 5 ym the Commiesioners for
Norway and Penama about correspondence which has paseed between
their Governments on ictione of the provisions of the
Convention by a whale registered with the Panamanian

o
Flag. Thig m: discusslon between the two
Governments.

v
joth the Norw an and Psnamanlan Commissioners
agreed that a scheme of independent observers would te of value
for maintaining confidend the Governmencte engaged in
whaling.

The Commission ar expenditure for the
year ending 31st M 96. For the current
2 to end o ion's expenditure
timated at off £500 for whale
marking and other sc work already mentioned. The
contribution to be re of each of 12 Contracting Governments

remains at £150.
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: the International Whaling Commission which began its
Eighth Annual Meeting in London on 16th July, 1956, completed
ite deliberation: on 20th July.

. Mr. G. R. H. Nugent, M.P.,, Parlismentary Eecretary,
M}“”)‘tf'b’ of' Agriculture, Fisheries an: Food, warmly welcomed
the Delegates, congratulated the Commiseion on ite work and
emphagized that the need for coneervation measureeg became more
urgent ag the efficlency of the whaling indugtries increaged
and as eclentifie evidence accumulate tiat whale stocks were
deeclining.

All the 17 Contracting Governments wereo represented at the
meeting with the exception of Brazil. They comprised Australia,
Japan, Denmark, France, Iceland, Canada, Mexico, the Netherlande,
New Zealand, Norway, Panama, South Africa, Sweden, the U.&.8.R.,
the United Kingdom and the United States. Italy and Portugal
were repreeented by Obgervere as were also the Food and Agricul -
ture Organieation of the United Nations, the International
Council for the Exploration of the Sea and the International
Aegociation of Whaling Companies. Dr. G. J. Lieneeck (Netnerlands)
Chalrman of the Commi eslon, presided.

The Commiceion were again indebted to the Biureau of
international Whaling Statistics at S wundel jora for the catel
figures for the past eseason. 19 factory ehipe with 257 catchers
were engaged in the 1955/56 Antarctic season and the total catch
by floating factoriee in the Antarctic inereased from 2,061,789
barrele to 2,134,012 barrele inclusive of eperm oll, there being
6 barrels to the ton.

The magnitude of the industry will be appreciated if an
average price 1eg set for whale oil of £70 to £BOper ton., The chief
object of the Commiseion ie to arrange & bsalance between
killing and replacement rates of the whale popul ationa. To
achieve thie it eets limite upon the total catch. This 1imit
takes into consideration the views of scientiets upon the slze
of the stocke of whales and of the whalers on the aconomice of
the industry. It ie to be noted that scilentific opinion in the
Commieelon wag almost unanimously in favour of a subetantial
reduction in the catch on account of evidence that the ptock 18
declining. The exleting cateh limit i 15,000 blue whale units.
The Commiseion recommended that the catceh for future saaso
should not exceed 15,000 blue whale units ] e
(but with one disgentient) that tae limit ghou reduced in
the coming eeason, 1956/57, to 14,500 blue whale units.

The Commission examined the returns v had, as upual,
been rendered in respect of infractions of ti whaling regulations,
and were glad to note that in general there wag a decrease in

infractione over the previous year. They aleo received further
contirmation from the Commiesioner of the U.S5.85.R. about the
use of fenders of porous rubber shich could r place the present
uge of' whale carcases for this purpose. the U,B.85.H. agreed

to place at the diespoesal of the Commiseion full details of these
Tenders.

The Commiceion mgreed to set aeide £500 towards the cost of
whale marking whicli is the meane of providing much of the
esgentlal sclentific data on which the Commiseion's raecommendations
for the coneervation of the whale Btocks neede to be based.

At present every I'actory ship ies required to have on board
two Inepectors who are generally of the eame n: tionality as the

flag of the ship. The Commiseion, however, following the
Seventh Meeting at Moecow in 1 955, asked the United SBtates to
J







DEPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Met die komplimente van die

Sekretaris van Buitelandse sake.

With the Compliments of the
Secretary for External Affairs.
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Sekretaris van Buitelandse sake.
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Secretary for External Affairs.
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Eighth Meeting: Document III

£

Addenda to Appendix III

INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION
Infractions U.S.8.R. — OQutside the Antarctic 1955
(B = Blue; F = Fin; H = Humpback; S = Sei; Sp = Sperm)
The details below were received in the office too late for inclusion in the original appendix

Shative No. of Total Undersized Whales Lactating [Bonus | Lost Ex- Other
k Catchers Catech Shosion Sizes % age to Local Whales Pald |Whales |planation Remarks
= in feet |total cateh |[Consumption
1. "Aleuf'(vacific 5 B, F79 Sp 7 32 - 36 | Sp 0.71 = - None - Error of
':'-F_'-.':.Il:l 18, 528 judgment
Sp 984
Others 5
2« Kawlle Islaads 15 B27, FP218| F 1 54 Oa 146 — - None - " "
(Total) |H23, 8128| 8 1 37 Sp 0.62
5 land Stations Right 10 Sp 9 33 - 34
Others 25
Sp 1453










09, The Commieeion received evidence that the |

S e 3 > he Weet Auestrallan
gtUCh_uf humgbnck whales wae in a less healthy condition than
that in the East Australian and New Zealand area, in conscguence
of which the Australian Authorities had reduced thz cateh in Weet
Australian waters. ;

2}. The Commiecion considered a propogsl for a gpecisl meeting
of scientiste which would require financial assietance from the
Commigsion, but no decision was taken thereof =znd it was withdrawn
for the time being.

24. The Commiseion received recommendations from ite Scientific
Committee on the subject of whale marking, as & guide rather than
a rigid form of procedure. The sum of £1,000 was get aplde for
this for 1955/56, the National Institute of Oceanography to act

as the co-ordinating agency. Further marking was contemplated by
Norway, South Africa, the U.S.5.R. and Japan, and outside the
Antarctic in the North Pacific, Australia, New Zealand, Madagascar
and the coast of Gaboon.

25. The Commission had before them at the Seventh Meeting a number
of propoeals for the amendment of the Schedule to the 1946 Convention.

The following amendments were sccepted:-

(a) The sanctuary in the Pacific Sector (set out in paragraph 5
of the Schedule) wae opened for 3 years, alter which it will be
automaticslly cloeed again. This amendment came intc operation
on 8th November 1955, o that the area will be automatically
closed again on 8th November 1958.

(b) With a view to the further protection of blue whalee, it

wae decided thaet the opening date for taking this epecies should
be altered from 21et January to 18t February (eee paragraph 7(a)
of the Schedule). Thie amendment came intc operatiocn &€ from
8th Novenmber 1955.

(c) A great deal of discussion took place regarding the propoeal
to reduce the 15,500 blue whale unit limit. The proposals
before the Commigsion at its Seventh Meeting were that a reduc-
tion should be made in twc stages from 15,500 to 15,000 for the
season 1955/56 and from 15,000 to 14,500 thercafter. They were
voted on in two parts with the resulte shown in the Chairman's
report. Eventually the firet reduction, i.e. 15,500 to 15,000
for 1955/56 came into operation as from 8th November 1955, but
when the second reduction wae referred to Contracting Governments,
in accordance with the required procedure, the Netherlands
Government objected. Their objection wae eubsequently followed
by the following Governments, namely the U.K., Panama, South
Africa, Norway, Japsan, U.S.A. and Canada. The result was that
the second reduction did not come into foreo until 7th March
1956, and was not then enforeceable againet the objecting
Governmente mentioned.

(d) At the Tokyc Meeting, ths taking of blue whales had been
prohibited in the North Pacific Ocean for a period of 5 years,
but the lodging of a number of objections during the pericd
of depcsit of the emendment rencered the amendment in fact
inoperative. The Commiesion, therefore, at the Moecow Meeting
decided toc rescind the amendment and this became effective as
from 8th November 1955.

26. The Commiseion again decided that a Seientific Sub~Committee
ghould again function, to coneist of seientisgte only, the same
countries being repreesented as before, namely Augtralia, France,
Japan, Norway, U.K. and U,8.8.R. Dr. Mackintoeh (U.K.) wae
appointed Chairman and made responeible for preparing the Agenda

-4 =
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Ae explained above, the Commission could not take sffe

ctive
gction on this proposal. The Commiseion found that, as the
Convention wae drafted, the appointment of observers and the
necessary amendment to the Schedule would be ultra vires.
1t wae accordingly decided that the Depository Government should
be approached so that the matter could also be dealt with by the
Protocol referred to above.

15. The Commiesion noted that other Governmente had entered into
Separate arrangemente as regards the regulation of whaling,

notably the Governments of Chile, Equador and Peru, who, incidentally,
lay claim to a coaetal zone 200 miles deep. There was some meacsure
of feeling in favour of bringing the whole matter of zonal limits

to the notice of the United Nations, but this was not preesed.

It was pointed out that the International Law Commission wae gitting
and their report was due to come before the United Natione General
Assembly in 41956.

16. The uesual return of infractione rendered by the various
whaling expeditions was considered. This detailed return is
prepared for each annual meeting and ie usually conesidered by a
special sub-committee appointed by the Technical Committee.

The Commission noted that the number of infractions was fewer in
1954/55 than in the previous yesar, but the figure for loet whales
wae regrettably higher. On the other hand, there was a marked
decrease in the number of undersized whales taken. Outeide the
Antarctic, there were fewer lactsting whalee taken and fewer whales
loet than in the previous yesar.

T It was reported that no infraction returns had been received

in respect of a factory ehip registered under the Panamanian flag,
and a report was submitted by the Japenese Commiesioner accompanied
by photographs alleging, on visgusl evidence, the taking of humpback
whalee on other than the permitted days. The Panamanian Commissioner
undertook to loock into the matier and in due course submitted a
report which denied the charges.

18. The Norwegian Government forwarded to the Commiession a copy

of a protest which had been addressed by them to the Panamanian
Government. This protest alleged a wholeesle disregard of the
whaling regulations as laid down in the Schedule to the International
Mhaling Convention 1946, by a factory ehip registered under the
Panamanian flag, over a period of several years. At the request

of the Norweglan Government, coples of the relastive documente were
circulated to all Commiesionere and Contracting Governments.

In reply, the Panamaniasn Government again denied the alleged facts.
Further exchanges have since taken place between the two Governments.
At the conclusion of the year, this matter wae still under coneid-
eration.

19. The Commission ncted with interest that the U.S.&£.R. Author-

itiee were working upon an artificial fender of porous rubber which
it is hoped would obviate the use of whalee as fenders. The U.S.S.R.

will be willing to share the results of this work with other
countries. 5
20. Under Articls VIII of the International Whaling Convention

1946, any Government may issue a permit to ite nationals to take
whalee for scientifie purposes outside the catch limit. The
Commission recommended that such permite must pe iesued in advance
of the season and reported to the Commission at the eame time.

21 The question of epecifying separately the actual number of
blue and fin whales to be taken in each Antarctic season was
coneidered by the Commission, and it was decided that separate
catch limite should not be adopted, but that the question should
continue to be kept under observation from a biological point of
view. A




P.-:—.
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- As regnrds Finance and kAdministration N

(a) The Commission accepted the financial statement of income
gnd‘cxpcnditure for 1954/55, as submitted by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries .nd Food. Two contributions were
outstanding namely from Mexico und Pansama but were subsequently
paid. This statement was included as Appendix V to the sixth
Annual Report.

(b) As regards 1955/56 the expenditure was estimated at

£3500 which included £1,000 for whale marking. The Commission
accordingly decided that the contribution to be requested of
each Contracting Government should again be £150 sterling.

(¢} Certain amendments of the Rules of Procedure were
accepted as follows:-

Rule XVI was rescinded and in its place the following rule
was substituted:- ’
"The Seat of the Commission shall be located on London,
England".

Rule XVII was rescinded and in its place the following rule
was substitued:-

iThe Commission shall hcld & repular ennual meeting in London,
put the Commission moy decide that once in threc years the
annuel meeting may be held at such other place as the
Commission may determine. iny Contracting Government
desiring to extend an jnvitation to the Commission to meet
outside London in the third year, shall give Tormol notice
thereof in advance of the meoting preceding that at which the
meeting outside London is to be held. Attendance by &
majority of the members of the Commission ghall constitute

g quorum. Specizl meetings of the Commission may be called
at the direction of the Chairman after consultation with the
Contracting Governments". The adoption of these two new
riles means that the meetings 1 1956 =nd 1957 will be
automatically held in London, that in 1956 being fixed to
open on July 16th.

e |

(d) The U,K. Commissioner paised the question as to whether

the middle of July was the best month in which to hold the
annual meeting. Ag some Delegations were without instructions,
it was decided to place the matter on the agenda for the

1956 meeting.

11. The rearranged gehedule (approved by the Commission in 1953) has
not yet come into operation. This doecument was circulated to

all Contracting Governments for their acceptance in writing, on the
understanding that it was to come into operation automatically on
receipt of the assent from the last Contracting Government, which is
still awaited, namely Trom Panams.

12. The Commission had under congsideration a Protocol (n draft of
which hes been provided by the J.3.A. as the Deposito
t

‘topry Government)
designed to bring "Helicoptcrs" within the scope of the Convention,
as possible instruments of whaling. Subject to certain drafting
amendments, the Commission accepted the draft protocol.

13, The Commission also considercd the question of what is termed
a "pefrigerated ship”. in the view of the 7.8.h.Government, the
problem of the fpefrigerated ship" could not be dealt with unless
the definition of Ffactory ghip in the Convention were amended. The

Commission accordingly decided that the Depogitory Government should
be requested to meke an appropriate further amendment in the protocol
referred to in paragraph 12, so that this matter could be dealt with.

14. The Commission informally discussed the propesal put forward by
the Norwegian Commigsioner with regard to the placing on factory
ships of “"observers' appointed by the Commission.




(EIGHTH MEETING, Document IV)
Revised

MMISSION

L The International
Seventh Annugl Report,
1956,

s The number of Contracting Governments remaing at 17. The
nemes of these Governments with their Commissioners in office
the year covered by this report are shown on page 2.

S It 18 with regret that the Commission have again to record
that, in the course the year, no 1 Governments notified the
State Department at Washington (the Depository Government for the
International Whaling Convention, 19&63 of their ratification of or
adherence to the said Convention. 1t is the Commiseion's earnest
hope that the non-participating countries, more particularly those
whose representatiwv ied the 1946 Convention, namely Argentine
and Chile may see their way to ratify or adhere to the Conventlion
without further delay.
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6. Dr, Lienesch (Net
Dr, Kellogg (U.S.4A.)

elected Chairmon to succeed
m hod come to an end.

The Commisslion exp: i their to the retiring
Chairman (Dr. Kellogg) ( A.) for services he had

randered.
Mr. Wall (U.XK.) was elected Vice Chairman.

T The Scientific Committee was constituted ns follows:-

O3 The Technical constituted ng follows:-

Australia (Mr.
France (Mr. Acola .';)
Norway (Mr., J: ;lm)

1ada (EP._Siuv1xir) Denmark (Ob erver) ,

(Mr. Okai), I herlands (Mr. Dros tJ :

‘ a (Mr. Aleman), Son Africa (Dr. Scully),
E"“t Solya '11 7 U.K. (Mr. We ll) JoS.A. (Mr., Davis¥.

Mre Wall (U.K.) was blkctuﬂ Chairman.

tl

T a o
UaDeDalls

9. The FPinonce and Administration Committee for the year 1955/56
consisted of:- :
Dr. Kellogg (U.S.A.), Mr. Jahn (Norway), Dr. Mapchand (South
Africa). Mr. Jahn (Norway) was elected Chairman.
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EIGHTH MEETING
DOCUMENT VIIL
(Final Iessue)
INTERNATIONATL, WHALING OCOMMISSION

List of Documents - Eighth Meeting.

Agenda apd covering letter (May)
Supplementary ecovering letter
I, Finaneial Statement (A and B)
II. Report of Scientific Sub—-Committee

iI1. Infractions return with two addenda

IV. Dpaft Seventh Annual Report for approval

V. Memowandum N. A, Mackintosh and 8. G. Brown
VI. Catch Statistics (folder)
ViI. List of those present at Eighth Meeting

VII1I. List of documents circulated

IXs Finance and Administration Committee Report
X Scientifiec Committee Report

XI. Technical Committee Report
XII. Progress Reports on Sclentific Research
XIIIA-D Verbatim Report
X1V, International Law Commission = copleg of correspondence

XV. Possible change of Date of Annual Meetings

XVI. Chairman's Report

PRESE RELEASE

The following documents were also circulated:-

Report of the International Law Commission covering the work
of its Seventh Session}

Draft Report of the International Law Commission covering the
work of its Eighth Session.




(9) The Committee considered the
of the Annual Meeting. The Con
this matter from the point of vie

ttee

of

. Y

possible change of date
i are primarily concerned in
financeé.

! For example, if the meeting is held before 31st May in any yea
(end of Commission's financial year), the cost of two meetings will

a1l to be met in the first years.

If, on the other hand, the meeting
financial provision for that year will
correspondénce to avoid the risk of the
without funds over a period of the year.

is held in September,

have to be effectcd by

Commission finding itself

In all these circumstances;
a financial point of view, there
present date - last half of July
if the date 1s changed to April,

could be fixed before that year began, instead of at

two months after it had
the meeting was held in

started.

the second half of June.

the Committee doubt whether, from
are really seriocus reasons why the
- should not be adhered to; but,
the Budget for the following year
present nearly
all parties if

But it might sult

Approved on behalf of the Committee

Chairman

16th July,
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INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION

Report of the Finance and Administraticn Committee

(1) The Finance and Administration Committee, as nominated Db
the Chairman of the Commiasion, consisted of Mr. Jahn (Norway

Dr. Remington Xellogg (U.8.A.) and Mr. Erichsen (Denmark).

(2) The Committee held three meetings, Mr. Jahn (Norway) being [
elected Chairman.

(3) The Committee first had under considevation the statement
submitted by the Ministry of Agriculture, “isheriez and Food of the
expenditure for the year ending 31st May 1956 (Document IA).

The items were explained to the Committee and they noted with
satisfaction that, whereas the estimated expenditure for the year,
as settled at the Moscow meetlng, amounted to £3,500, the actual
expenditure, owing to ~ertain uQViﬂha, amounted to £3,195. 19s. 104,

which meant a carry forward of £1,089. 15s. 0Ode The Committee
recommend that this statement be approved. Since this statement

an contribution has been *ﬁceived; but
ains outstanding.

was prepared, the Brazili
the Panamaniasn contribution still re!

(4) The Committee next dealt with Document IB which is the
egtimate for the year ending 31st May, 1957. It will be
observed that the total 1 1i is egtimated at £2,935, &
reductlon on last year, butb 1"_texd f allocating £1 OVO du last
Yyear for whale marking and othe Scicntiz'ic work, ‘J'.'.r_, egtimated
budget 1n~lu&un only £500 for th DOSEs On this basis, a
balance of £704 is ccnfam;l;tcu, smaller amount than
hithcrtmu

(5) The Committee consider that it would be appropriate to ask
each Contracting Government fo“ the sum of £150 as its

contribution as in recent years, but the Committee cannot refrain
from reminding the Gﬁmlﬁuulbn that this is a very small contribution
and ie payable by all countries alike regardless of the magnitude

of their whaling industry. fith prices of everything on the

upward grade, the Committee Teecl bound to warn the Commission

that sooner or later it may be necessary to increaese this
contribution if the Commission are to run no risk of being out of
funds at any time in the year.

(6) The Committ accordingly recommend the Commission to accept
Document IB with the i he words in ading 7 "as may be

the Account; the words
ammission" should also be

decided,
"or such
omitted.

(7) The Committee did not finﬂ it necessary,; or possible, to
make any observations on the '"Observer" proposal which was on
their Agenda.

(B) The Committee were informed that it would be necessary to ask
the Ministry to continue, anyhow for another year, the present
financial arrangements which have subsisted since the Commission
came into operation, and they took not(, that the Secretary was
taking this matter up automatically with the Mininiry. It may,
however, be necessary, after another year, to amend slightly the
existing arrangements, but it is not contemplated that these will
in any way affect the relations between the Commission and the
Ministry.

/(9)




The Committes would like to urge the importance of collecting
ear plugs, ovariece and baleen plates if possible when a mark is
recovered from a whale.

14. Date of innual Meeting

If the Commission intend +©0 change the date of the Annual
Meeting, the Scientific Committee would recommend that from thelr
point of view it should be held not later than July, but consider
that there would be difficulties in holding it earlier than the
beginning of Junce

15« Possible Meeting of the Scicntific Sub-Committee

It is suggested that a meceting of the Scigntific Sub-Committee
ghould be called at the discretion of the Chairman of the
8cientific Committee if, after the appropriate consultation, he feels
it would be Justified. In that case, it would be desirable to
give notice of the meeting about the beginning of 1957«

19th July, 1956. Approved on behelf of the Committee

N. A. Mackintosh




'/'10 "Opbgerver" Proposal

The Committee recommend that if at any time the Commission
adopt a proposal for independent observers on board factory ships,
the observers might, with advantage, have had biological training.
In this connection, the Committec wowlg like the Commission to
consider the possibility of choosing such observers from nations
iqtercstcd in whaling only outside the Antarctic 1ir it gshould be f
difficult to find suitably qualified observers from nations not
engaged in whaling at alle

11. Possible extension of the Open Season for Humpbgck Whaling

The Committee congidered the suggestion that the open season
for humpback whaling might be ecxtended. Since therc¢ was no
possibility of the Commiseion acting upon this at 1its present
Meeting, the Committee discussed it only briefly. They suggusted
however, that if the Soientific Sub-Committee met again, they should
give it further consideration.

12, Whale Marking

The Committee were given preliminary information about the
pesults of whale marking in the Antarctic Season 1955/56. The
total number of whales marked is calculated to be 348 They were
also informed that in the southern winter of 1955 306 whales had
been marked in the waters of Australia, New Zealand, Tonga and
other 1sland regions.

The Committee unanimously agrecd to expreoss their thanks to
the wheling companies through whose generous help the Antarctic
marking had been mede possible

The total number of m-rks recovercd in the recent ntarctic
gseason is, according to 1 ~esent information, 364 Among these
geveral are from 18 to 21 years old and some marks show movements
¢f whales which are of gpecial interest. The Committee were also
informed that, in the North Pacific, the total roecoveries up to
date of Japanese marks amount to 72. More detailed information
on all the marks recovered in the rocent Antarctic Scason will be
gupplied at a later dantes

The Committee stressed the value of continued marking, and
would be especially gratified if more whales could be marked in
the former sanctuary arca in the Antarctics They urged that more
attent ion should be paid to the possible marking of calves.

The Soviet representative said that it would be most
advantageous if it were possible for each country engaged in
whaling in the Anterctic to arrange Hr a marking vessel to be sent
to the antarctic in order that a large number of whales could be
marked, since he felt that the total humber whieh had been marked
in recent yecars was not really sufficient to supply data of the
best statistical value. The other members of the Committee
agreed that such large scale marking would be very welcomes

The Committee took note of the Scientific Sub-Covmittee's
comments on the possible use of helicopters for marki.g, and agreed
that since this method had been tested, it might well be worth
putting it into practice where circumatances made it pcasible.

1%. Other Research

The Committeec was supplied with information on the progress of
research in various countries prepresented on the Committeec. It
was recommended that the ear plugs of the whales should be
collected from a number of factory ships in order that a
gsubstantial body of data could be built up on the age composition
of the stock.

o




6.

the opening date of

would, however,
keeping the present aate.

production per whale killed
the pcreentage of pregnant females taken becomes
advances and these are among the whales it is

most desirable to protect.

season. Second,
less as the season

;uggygygggugL;gLﬁgjarctic Baleen Whaling Scagon

The Committee appreciates the

argument in fayour of advancing

the Baleen Whaling 8eason, w.ich is that if there
are fewer whale catchers the

season will naturally be longer. They

put forward the following points in favour of

First, it is well known that the oil
is highcr in the later part of the

Third, an earlier opening date of the

baleen whaling sc¢ason, in conjunction with the present date of
February 1st for the beginning of the period for catching blue whales,
would tend to inercase the proportion of fin whales in the catch

a8 compared with blue whales; whereas the Scientific Sub-Committce
has recommended that fin whales should benefit by any further
protection which canbe afforded.

The Coumittee therefore agreed unanimously not to recommend
eny change in the opening date of the Season. They realize that
towards the end of the Season the weather begins to deteriorate,
but they would draw attention to the Table on Page 6 of the review
of the new statistical materisl, from whieh it appears that even if
there were an appreciable reduction in the number of catchers the
total catch 1limit could still be expected to be recached well before
the end of March.

i Blue whales in the North Pacific

for the total number of blue

The Committee noted the figurecs
the previous year, which were

whales taken in the North Pacific in
as follows:

Cancda . . . - 11
J.’.'\I}!.-‘:‘.n L .. e “n 100
U.8.8.R. .. .o N .e b

Following a catch of 145 blue whales by Japanese pelagic whalers in
1954 the Japanese Government limited the relagile catch of blue whales
by their nationals in the North Pacific to 70 per year.

The Committee hope that if blue whales cannot be totally
protected in the North Pacific, then the Governments concerned will
carefully watch the number of these whales taken and, if necessary,
will take similar steps to those already taken by the Japanese
Government.

Se Blue whales in the North Atlantic

As they have previously stated, the Committec consider it
regrettable that blue whales ecannot be totally protected in the
North Atlantic, but hope that the Governments which huve felt unnble to
agree to this will reconsider their decisione

9. Qther whaling outside the Antaretic

The Coumittee took note of the Scientific Sub-Committec's
commente on the Australian Memorandum. They agreed that they had
o recommendation to make to the Commission on this matter,

The Soviet representative raised the guestion of grey whaleés
referred to in the Scientifioc Sub-Comnittee's report. The
Committee took the view that they would need more information both
on recent catches of grey whales for the use of aborigines and on
the evidence for the supposed increase in the stocke It was agreed
that this matrer should be raised and discussed at the Ninth
Meeting of thc Commission,

- %




!
Report of the Scientific Sub-Committee !
(a) Quotas for species: i

The Committeg noted that the Sub-Committee had been asked 1
to report upon this problem, although it was now one for the
Technical Committee.

The Committee adopted the recommendations of the S8ub-Committee,
vut they recognised that there might be diificulties, not only in
the operation of exact quotas for each species, but also
complications if, for example, the guota for one or two species
were to be exhausted before the overall limit had been reacheds

R WR— -

(p) Milk filled whales

The Committee accepted in general the recommendations of the
Seientific Sub=-Committee and stressed the importance of recognlzing
no§ distinction between lactating and milk filled whaless. They
felt that this also was novw & matter for the Technical Committee. [
They considered however thet recommendations (e¢) and (d) of the Sub-
Committee should be amended 1O read as follows:i-

"(e¢) If there is any trace of milk, it should be assumed, with
the above resgervations, that the whale was accompanied by a

L L

calf, and no bonus should be paid."

"(a) It is admitted, however, that lactating whales can be
taken inadvertentlys"

On this problem, Prof. Slijper reported that some research was l
being conducted in the Netherlands which he hoped might result in a
method of distinguishing between the gland of a lactating whale with
a calf and that of a whale which had weaned its calf. He would Dbe
grateful for any additional material which might be nelpful in this
Work.

The Soviet reprecsentative sald that he would coe.der suggesting
gsome more definite guidance for inspectors.

(¢) Antarctic Catch Limits

I, their discussions on this question, the Committec had before
them the Report of the seientific Bub-Committee explaining Professor
Ottestad's calculations of the size of the stock, and & Memorandum
by Dr. Mackintosh and Mr. Brown on the sime of the pre-war populations.
Prof. Ottestad's calculations show that the stock of fin whales
must be declining unless the present stoek is as high as between
350,000 and 400,000 animals. 1f, however, the calculations of
Dr. Mackintosh and Mr. Brown are even approximately correct, then
the stock must be far below this figure. These cstimates of the
gtock were discussed by the Committee and the methods of calculation
were explained in detail. As a result 4he Committee passed the
following resolutions:-

(£) That the Committce strongly endorses the view of the
Seientific Sub-Committee that the stock of fin whales
is declining and that substantial reductions in the
annual catch are called TOTs

This was carried by eight votes to one, Prof. Slijper voting
against the resolution. (ifr. Corner wue cbsent)e

(11) That this Committee accepts the view of the Scientific
Sub-Committee that there should be no increase in
the znnual cateh quota above 15,000 bluc whale units.

This wa. earried unanimously. (Mr. Corner was absent)e

- 2 -




EIGHTH MEETING: DOCUMENT X

INTERNATTONATL WHALING COMMISSION

Report of the Scientific Committee

1e The Scientific Committee was appointed by the Commission at
its opening Plenary Meeting on 16th July, and met on 17th, 18th and
19th July.

2s The Comnittee consisted of:-

Dr. R. G. Chittleborough (Australia)

Dr. P. Budker (France)

Dr. H. Omura, asccompanied by Mr. 8. Ohkuchi and

Mr. M. Takashima (Japan)

Prof. E. S1lijper, accompanied by Dr. E. F. Drion
Netherlands)

Mr. F. H. Corner (New Zealand)

Prof. J. Ruud (Norway)

Dr. J. M. Marchand (South Africa)

Dr. N. A. Mackintosh, accompanied by Mr. R. H. Clark,

Dre R, M. Laws anu Mr. S. G. Brown (U.X.)

Dr. R. Kellogg, accompanied by Mr. J. Mellor (U.S8.A.)

Dr. V. A. Tverianovich, accompanied by Dr. M. M. Sleptsov

and Dr. A. N. Kulikov (U.S.8.R.)

The Committee dealt with their Agenda as follows:

B Election of Chairman

Dr. N. A. Mackintosh was unanimously elected Chairman of the
Committee.

4. Qatch Statistics for 1955-56

The Committee considered ‘the Catch Statistics for 1955-56.
They did not notice any outstanding change in the trends of the
catches, although they saw that there was a slight decrease in the
average size of whales taken, and a slight increase in the
proportion of lmmature whales. The Committee regard this as
evidence of a change in the condition of the stock, but they would
prefer to see the figures for next year before giving a definite
opinion.

On the question of average sizes of whales in Area 1 compared
with those in other Areas, the Committee did not feel in & position
to offer an explanation without more study than they had been able
to give in the time at their disposal.

They next considered the connection between the whales taken
off the west coast of South America with those in Area I of the
Antarctic. They were of the opinion that the baleen whales taken
off the west coast of South America in the winter were drawn from
the same stoeck of whales as is found in the summer in Area I.

The Committee had no comment to make upon this, but noted that
the regulations laid down by Chile and Peru regarding minimum lengths
of the whales taken off South America (except in the case of sperm
whales taken for human consumption) were in line with those of tie
International Whaling Commission.

The Committee also noted that large numbers of sperm whales
were taken off Peru for which information as to length and sex was
not available.

They would again emphasize the importance of strict obscrvance
in all waters of the minimum size limit for sperm whales, which 1s
even more important in temperate and tropical waters than in the
Antarctic. 5

/50
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(b) Article 29 enabled a Coastal State to take the initiative
in undertaking conservation measures, llight other countries
have to conform to these measures, cven if they were mémbers of
a Convention in force in the area of the seas concerned?

(c¢) The comment on Article 27 made reference to the
"principle of abstention", Could the whale fishery be

regarded on an example of & fishery where this principle might
apply?

(d) 1In the Seventh Session Report, Artiele 29 had only provided
for Coastal Statea to take unilateral action to introduce
conservation measures if they could demonstrate thet they had a
speclial interest in the conservation of the living resources

of the area of the High Seas concerned, This condition had
now been removed from the Article.

(e) As regards the provisions for arbitration contained in
Articles 25 to 33A, it seemed that be two or more
Conventions for a particular area of th Jeas whose
provisions were not identicul, The g ion then arose as to
which Convention would be binding on newcomers to ihe arease
concerncd.

g) Article 29 referred to
t di not contain iefi:

39. The Austruliasn Commiesioner objeeted etrongly to the discussion and

coneidered that the mutter wae outeide the juriediction of
the Commieeicn.

Signed on behalf of the Committee

(R. G. R. WALL)

hairman

19th July, 1956

LONDON
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25 The Technical Committee also noted the large number of whales
lost by the land stations situated in Bouth Geuréia. Tho& ] s
understand that this large mumber is due to the fact thutdcntchers
based on these land stations had to go far afield in search of whales
and_operate when the nights were long. consequently ‘the risk n% _
losing whales at night and during the long jouﬁnuy on’tow buck-

to the land station, often in stormy weather, was comparatively highe

—_— e i

26. As regards the question of the use of whales for fenders

the U.S8.S.R. Commissioner reported on experiments which had beén
conducted by the U.S.S8.R. with fenders of porous rubber during

the 1955/56 Antarctic season. Nine such fenders had been prepared; '
these were of spherical shape of two to three metres in diameter, ’
and consisted of pieces of porous rubber enclosed in nets made of
material similar to nylon. The experimente had been carried out

in the Antarctic on the high seas during inclement weathers Two
fenders had been suspended on the side of the factory ship below the
bridge and two had been suspended aft; four others were held along-
side the ship but floating in the sea. A tanker had been used to
go alongside of' the factory ship both going at a speed of about

6 knote. The operation tock place over two daye end was completely
succesaful.

27, After the operation had been completed, all the fenders were |
taken aboard, except two, and were stowed on the windlass; the two
remaining fenders were towed for a month at a speed of about 12 knots
and did not suffer damage until an exceptionally heavy storm
destroyed them.

28. Similar operations were conducted later with a refrigerated ship
acting as a factory ship and two tankers. The experiments showed

that only slight changes were necessary in the construction of the
fenders to enable them to te used instead of whale carcases and te
allow them to be suspended from the side of a factory shij
throughout the voyage.

29. Tn answer to questions, the U.S.E.R. Comm geioner explained
that the fenders weighed two to Tour tone each and that the heavier
ones were more efficient. One-fifth of each fender remained above
the water when floating in the sea and it appeared that salt water
did not csuse any deterioration in the porous rubber used. The
cost of 9 fenders amounted approximately to the value of one whale.
30. The Technical Committee expressed their appreciation of the
information given by the U.8.S.R. Commissioner and thanked him

for offering to provide further information. The U.S.8:Re

Commigeioner undertook to provide the Seepretariat of the Commission
with copies of the photograpns and drawings relating to the
fenders so that they could be circulated to Commissioners.

3. The Committee then considered the recommendation of th?
Infractions Sub-Committee on the gquestion of lactating and milk-
filled whales. Mr. Trouton (United Kingdom) sald that the
difference between a lactating and & milk-filled whale did nop
appear to be sufficiently emphasiseds A milk-filled whale did not
ec in an advanced state

necesgarily have a calf; jn f=ct, if it were ed atat
of pregnancy, this was most unlikely. CQQSQ&uuntly, ;t uegfgi a
severe hardship to penalise & gunner catching such a whale when there
was every 1ikelihood that it was not accompanied by & calf.

32 While apprecisting that, on occasion, the difficulties te

which Mr. Trouton referred might arise, the gunprml gsense of the
committee was that any provision to meet the y01np would”providc
oprortunity for evading the regulations. ﬁccnrd;ggly, Lbey -
endorse tne view of the Scientific Sub-Committee that no bonus

should be paid where the whale is milk-filled or is lactating;

nevertheless they
/feel
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(a) The Sub~Committee recommended that, in order to ensure
uniformity in future summaries of infractions, all Contracting
Govermments should inelude buoy boats in the numbers of
catchers shown on returns of infractions,

() The Sub~Committee proposed that the information given

on the summary of infrsctions should, in future, be amplified
to show lactating whales, whales remaining in the sea for
more than 33 hours, and lost whales, as percentages of total
zatches, A column showing all infractions as a percentage
of total eatches should alsc be added to the summary.

(e) It appeared thet undersized sperm whales taken by Norway
snd Panama in the 1955/56 Antarctic season had in fact been
taken on the way to the Antarctic. The Committee recommended
that explanations of such infractions should in future be
included in the summaries.

(4) No report had been received from Brazil in respect of

the 1955 season outside the Antarctic, nor did thc Cormzittee

have available the report from the U.S.5.R. in respect ¢f the

1955/56 Antarctic season. Thic veport has now been made available;
L = ~ 3 > o s o X = 4 4

§llee.5e%. Srrodlaled 2% paored, Ip §po [epposery for disinibe-

(e) The Sub=Committee felt the need for a short summary of

infractions showing thc trend over a number of years, Such a

return had been prepared by them showing the number of

catchers, total catches, percentages of undercized whales and

of lactating whales for each couniry in the last four

seasons, together with totals. This return shoved that the

percentage of undersized whales for the 1955/56 Antarctic

season was lower then in previous years, but the number of

lactating whales taken was higher ihan in the three 1 eceding

seasons,

(£) The Sub-Committee reporited that the number of whaoles lost
in the 1955/56 Antarciic season 23&) was considerably less
than in the previous season (338). This figure was, hovever,
in their view, still too high. One of the reasons put

forward was that, with the shortening of the Antarctic whaling
season, companies were inelined %o consider that time spent in
gearching for lost whales was unremunerative by comparison

with the hunting of cothers, They noted with some @ ncern

that 20% of the whales lost were from land gtatione in South
Georgin.

(g) The number of whales remaining in the sea for more than
33 hours during 5/ 56 Antarciic season (166) shoved a
slight increase over the preceding seasoi. This high number
was in part attributable Lo mechanical trouble experienced
by one factory ship @ i i

guring bad weather in ¢ period of heavy
catching. Tt was noted, however, that more than 50 whales
in respect of which utilization was nov complete were used as
fenders.

(h) The Sub-Committee had been invited by the Technical
Committee to consider the views of the jeientific Sub-
Committee on the question of lactating and milk-Tfilled whales.
The Sub=-Committeé felt that sub-paragraphs (c) and (d)

of paragraph 7 of the Scientific Sub-Committee's Report
(Document 1I) required clarification, They endorsed the view
of the Scientific Sub-Committee, however, that, in any case,
no bonug should be pald to a gunner tor a lactating whale,

“~.
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(1v) Collection of wax plums: (para, 11) g !

B

lg. EhetConmuutcc recognise that the collcction of wax plugs is
e zgien ific value, but they f'ecl that practical experience of

rc ques in securing thesc plugs is limited, In the experience
gh some menmbers of the Committce, it aeppears that the removal of

ese plugs tends to interfere wiih vhaling operations when large

numbers of whales are being caught in a comparatively short period.
Within the limits imposed by the desirability of refraining from
interfering with whaling operations, they recommend that the
collection of wax plugs should continue and that arrangements
should be made to exchange information abont technicues devel oped
for eollecting them, '

——

North Pacific Gray Wnale:(para, 12)

1ls The Commissionor for the U.S,8.R. said that, according to
investigations made by the Soviet Union scientists, the stock of gray
whales in the North Pacific was increasing. At present the
capture of such wheles was forbidden, but the Soviet Union wished
to propose that they should be allowed Lo be taken in 1958 for the
needs of the local population,

15. The Committee feel that this is a matier for consideration by
the Scientific Committee in the first instance, and that they
should not comment upon it until such consideraticn has taken place.

f
Provectiocn of the Blue whale stocks in the
Norih Pacific Ocean (Plenary Agenda:Ttem 10) .
16, Mr., Taylor (United States) said that the United States of '

L1
America regretted that the recommendation at the 8ixth Meeting to
prohibit the taking of blue whales in the North Pacific had not
been upheld, They had asked for this item to be placed on thc
Agenda for the Eighth Session in order that the countries cencerned
could give further consideration to their attitude, The United
States of America had only regisicred their objection to the propoeal
after objections had becn made by Japan and the Union of Soviet
Soecialist Republice, Dr., Kodzaki (Japan) explained that the blue
whales in the North Pacific had had a rest period of more than
15 years and it appeared that the stock had increased, However,
the Japanese Goverrment had taken steps in 1855 to limit the annual
eateh in the area concerncd to 70 blue whales only. They werg also
undertalking biological investigations into the condition of the
blue whale stocks in the North Paeific; these had been startced in
1952 and wero still continuing. The results of thesc investigations
were being published as they were available, If these results
warranted the protection of blue whales by internationcl rcgulatiocn,
the Japanese Government would be prepared to mecept such regulatvion,
The Canadian Commissioner supporied the United States view and
proposed that there should be a thorough scientific investigation
into the blue whale atocks in the North Pacific, and that a
decision should be poestponed until 1957 when the results of such an
investigation should be made available, The Committee reconmend
that this proposal should te adopted.

R cr

dvancement of th

i
- - - e m— -cw - -

in the Antarctic (Plenary Agenda: Item 11)

A
e
s

e

}

¢ Opening Date for the Baleen Season

17 The Committee understand that the lNorwegian Delegation, who
asked for this litem to be placed on the Agenda, feel there is no
longer need to pursue it, and accordingly do not recommend any
change in the existing date,

" _Proposal (Plenary Agenda: Item B):

The Norwegian "Obscrver'

18, The Norweglan Commissioner referred Lo the Fact that the
Norwegian Delegation had made & proposal that independent
"opservers" should be appointed fo Tactory ships operating in the

/Antarctic
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Report of Scientific Sub-Comm & {RE) g wadd
Document 11) - mittce (BighthMectling =

(1) gluc whale unit limit (pare. B8):

8. The Norwegisn Oommissioner said that, since the
recommendation had been made &t the Seventh Meéting of the
Eomm1851on to reduce the blue whale unit limit to 14,500 units
for the 1957/58 season, a new development had arisen in that Area I
had been opened. During the past season, 2li% of the catch of
balcen whales by pelagie whaling expeditions had been taken in
this Area. This in itself had considerably reglieved the pressure
on the stocks of fin whales in other areas of the Antarctic, and
he thought, therefore, that there was much to say for retaining
the present limit of 15,000 blue whale units for the 1957/58
pelagic whaling S5€2800. Mr. Drost (thherlnnds) supported this
view and thought that the Commiission should recommend A limit of
15,000 blue whale units until there were more and better indications
that it was neccssary Lo peduce the 1imit further.

9. The Committee discussed the statistics relating to the
length of baleen whales caught in Area I, compared with those
caught in other arcas of the Antarctic, and it appeared that there
was little difference between them. FPollowing a guestion raised
by Mr. Trouton (United Kingdom), it was agreed to ask the
Seientific Committee 1if, in making their calculations about whale
stocks, they took into account the inereaged power of whale
catchers which resulted in their fishing further away from the ice,
thue catching fewer Plue whalEsSe

10, The Committee recognise that the Scientific Sub-Committee
have recommended a reduction in the blue whale unit limit to
14,500 units. They consider that, from the technical point ef
view, it is clearly necesgary thaet any limit rixed should be
accepted by all the countries concerned in pelagic whaling and
they recommend accordingly. The precise 1imit which ghould be
recommended, however, must, in their view, be congidercd in
Plenary Session of the Commission in order that the views ol the
gcientific Committee can be taken into accounte.

(41) GQuotas for Tndiyidual Specles (paras_b):

b 1 The Committee consider that there are practical pbjections
to attempting to provide for quotas for cach specics of baleen
whales Apart from the element of chance which such a proposal
would introduce into the fortunes of cach pelagic @huling
expedition, this would introduce another Factor which would result

in annual changes in the recommendations of the Commission.

(1i1) Wnele marking (paras 10):

12. The Committee endorse the view of the Sci?ntific Sub- .
Committee thatl whale marking 1s necessary and should be continue
within such 1imits as the fonds available permite

/(1v)




INTERNATIONAL _WHALING . COMMISS

-

REPORT OF THE TECHNICAL _COMMITTEE
1 The Committee met five times and was attended by the
representatives nominated at the First Plenary Meeting of the
Commigsion by the fallowing Delegations:-

Australia, Canada, Japsn, Netherlands, Norway, Panama, the
Union of South Africa, the United Kingdom, the United States of
America end the Union of Soviet Socialist Republies.

2. Mr. Wall ("nited XKingdom) was elected Chairman. The
Committee dealt with its Agenda as follows:-

Date of the Annual Meeting (Plenary Agends - Item 6)
ol The Norwegian Commissioner referred to the observations made
by the Norwegian Delegation at the First Plenary Session when
they stated their preference for the Annual Meeting to be held in
April. As had already been explained, it would noct be possible
for the Bureau of International Whaling Statistics to provide
detailed statistics about the pelagic whaling expeditions for the
previcus season in time for a meeting in April. As Delegations
placed great importance on the value of these statistics, the
Norwegian Delegation were crepared to agree to meetings being
held in September. They would not object, however, if meetings
continued to be held in July.

L, Mr. Trouton (United Kingdom) said that the proposal had first
been raised by the United Kingdom. The present arrangements,
whereby the Annual Meetings were held in July, caused great
difficulty in planning whaling expeditions to the Antarctic, The
whaling industry did not know the outcome of decisions taken at
these meetings - particularly in relation to the blue whale unit
1imit - until after the expeditions had set sail. This was due to
the provisions in the Convention for objections to the
recommendations of the Commission. They were thus compelled 1o
make plane for their expeditions before knowing whether or not
decisions taken at the Commission meetings were to be implemented.

Be Dr. Kodaki (Japan) endorsed this view. The Australian
Commissioner said that he was in favour of meetings in July but
would not object to these being held in September 1f this resulted
in better planning of expeditions,

6 The Commiitee agreed that a decision to hold meetlngs in the
September of egch year inevitably meant that fresh conservation
measures recommended by the Commission could noet be implemented
until the next Antarctic scason but one. If, however, a crisis
arose at any time - such as a heavy £all in the whale stocks =
decisi ons might need tc be taken for the next season. In such
eireumstances, however, a special meeting could be held and the
Committee did not think that this would cause any difficulties.

If such a crigis arosc, members of the Commission would be aware of
it before the end of the season concerned and there would be ample
time to arrange a special meeting while still giving the necessary
opportunity for objections to any declsions taken at that meeting.

Te The Committee consider, therefore, that there are advantages
in changing the date of the Annual Meetings of the Ccmmission,
subject to any considerations that may be put forward by the
Soientific Committee and the Finanee and Administration Committee.
If the Commission feel that such a change should be made , the
Technical Committee consider that meetings should be held in the

September of each years
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PART ITI: UNITED KINGDOM

Progrese report on research

Whale populations

Work under this heading is set forth in a separate paper (Document V),
Dr. Mackintosh and Mr, Brown have used observations made in cruises of the
Discovery II for rough preliminery estimates of the filuctuations through the year
of' the numbers of whales in the Antarctic and the total number in February before
the war,

General distribution of the Cetacea

The scheme f'or obtaining observations from ships in all oceans has resulted
so far in reports from about L0O voyages. Iir. Brown is plotting these observa-
tions, taking those from the Indian Ocean first. He is also assembling data
from other sources including the log books of old whalers and other sailing ships
since these have some obgervations in regions not covered by the modern shipping
routes.,

S
=)

erm whales

A general report on sperm whales of the Azores, by Mr. Clarke, is in the
press and will be published later in the year., This covers many points on the
biology of eperm whales, including the sexual cycle, their feeding and other
habits, and the local population as pared with sperm whales in other parts of

the world, Mr, Clarke is also studying the constitution and formation of
ambergris, He has written a paper on whale marking from helicopters,

Life eycle of baleen whales

T ys o = ety - ta 3 al =y - o |
rrom a :,‘-.uai_,- ot the sexusal C-.'.:'lt.: ana

has estimated the rate of ac

histology of the ovaries, Dr.
malation of the e, albicantia. This leads to a
A

preliminary estimate of the a osition and rate of mortality of the stock,
When the percentage mortality is compared with the actual mortality (i.e. catch
mortality plus an assumed figure for the residual natural mortality) a rough
estimate of the stoek is possible,

Antarctic season of 1955-56

A biologist, appointed as an inspector, worked in a British factory during
the Antarctic season. material he and other inspectors made a
collection of ear plugs ; Are examined for age
determination in co—operation History).

Whale

has arranged for the supply of whale

in Australia and New Zealand,

marks

marked and marks recovered will be supplied

10th July, 1956







Eighth Meeting: Document XII

PART II: NETHERLANDS

REPCRT ON THE PROGRESS OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH MAIE BY THE NETHERLANDS WHALE [ ‘
RESEARCH GROUP T,N,0,, AMSTERDAM

(Zoological Laboratory, University of Amsterdam)

1955 - 1956 ’

1. General Remarks.

During the past year the collaboration of the research group with other
institutes and scientific workers has increased. Material and data were received
from Mr. H. %. SYMONS, Ir. R. M. LA':"S, Prof, Dr. P BUDKE:R, Mr. E. VANGSTEm,

Dr. K. JONSGERD (date about blubber thickness) and Union Whaling Comp. Ltd (blubber
thickness ). It was greatly appreciated that Mr. H. W, SYMONS, Mr. C. E. ASH,

Dr. M, YAMADA AND Dr. OMURA paid a visit to the research group. Dr, R. G.
CHITTLEBOROUGH is expected to stay during the first two weeks of July, 1956.
Meterial was sent to Prof. Dr. A. STOLK (Amsterdam), Dr. F, W. REYSENBACH DE HAAN
%Utrecht), A. VOS (Amsterdam), Prof. Dr. A. PORTMANN (Basel), Dr. S. E. ENGEL
Lon:ion). The international cooperation is also apparent from the fact that,
thanks to the intermediate of Prof. Dr. J. T. RUUD - Oslo, a paper of the reséarch
group will be published in valrafiets Skrifter.

2. Observation on Whales from ships.

The organisation of cbservations of whales from ships, started in March, 1955,
has proved to be & great success. The Royal Navy and all Netherlands Shipping
Companies participated in collecting data and a large number of forms has already ]
returned to the research group.

Fe Stock of Whales.

Dr. E, F. DRION (statistical department T.N.O.) made some statistical
researches on the stock of whales with regard to the memoranda presented to the
International Whaling Commission and its Scientific Sub committee in 1955 and 1956,

L Baleen plates.

Mr, W. L. VAN UTRECHT made careful researches on the age determination of
whales by measuring the thickness of the baleen plates of Fin Whales. He developed
a new method of determining the different periods that can be found in these baleen
plates by paying attention to characteristic peaks that regularly appear in the
curves,

5. Thickness of the layer of blubber,

With the eid of the Mathematical Centre at Amsterdam further statistical
researches were made on the data collected on board of "™fillem Barsndsz" during
the last seven years and on those collected on Norvegian and South African ships.
No definite conclusions can be drawn at the moment, but the results of the
calculations point to the fact that some alterations in the way of collecting the
data on board of the ships may be necessary.

6, Mammary glands.

The researches on the structure of the mammary gland were continued. It will
be necessary to collect more data about the comnection between the macroscopical
characteristics of the gland and its histologicel structure.

7+ Other research,

Researches were made on the male reproductive glands, the histological
structure of the aspleen of whales and dolphins, on the scars found on the skin of
porpoises, ani on the birth of aquatic mamnals, The results of the last three
researches will be published before long.




gdnnE iy Studies of Whaling ¢ . florthern Sea Region of
o NABU? the P 4

Facific Ocean .n Relation to the Meteorological
and Oceanographic Conditions (Rep, 1).

Bulletin of the Japanese Society of Scientific Fisheries. Vol. 21.
0.3. 1955
3+ 1955)

N
ukal, K.: Studies on the Pigments of the Whale 0il. XIII. The
Effect of !

glob to raw Blubber cn the
Chromaticity of prepared 0il

- - Studies on the Pigments of the Whale 0il. IX. The
Dependence of Chromaticity of prepared 0il upon the
porphyrinic Substance added to raw Blubber.

(No.8. 1955)

Mukal, K.: Studies on the Pigment of Whale 0il. X. Relation between
Coloration of 0il and Degradation of the Hemin added
to the original 0il,

(No.9. 1955)

Saiki, M, and Studies on the Whale 0il, XII, On the Lipid from

T. Mari: Calanus cristatus (Part 1), Fatty Acid Composition
of 0il from Caranus cristatus collected in the
Stomach of F Whale caught at the Northern Pacific
Ocean,

(No,12. 1956)

Iwai, E,: Notes on a Rare Species of Cranchiids Squids. 1.
Norwegian Whaling Gazette, 1955, lo,6 and 7,

Omura, H,t Whales in the Northern Part of the North Pacific.




The researches of the little pike whales from the coast of Japan were carried
on an@ it was found that there is no remarkable difference between those in the
Pacific and in the Atlantic in the external characters, They immigrate to the
waters around Japan in segregated groups, such as immature animals, mature males
and mature females, as such is the case in the Atlantic. The period of pairing
is of long duration and may occur throughout the whole year, but there are two
peaks at February-March and August-September,

Squids from the stomachs of sperm whales caught off the Sanriku - Hokkaido
district were studied taxonomically, Galiteuthis sp. Architeuthis sp. and
Taonis sp. were found among the said squids and they are different from the
known species in each genus,

Anatomical studies were carried out on a spontanecus skin disease of a
dolphin (Tursiops truncatus truncatus) and a nematode parasite found in the
stomach of the animal, and it was found that the skin disecase was a kind of
dermatomycosis and the nematode parasite was a larval form belonging to the
genus Anisakis,

A female right whale of 38 feet long was taken on 23 May 1956 at Ayukawa, {
in accordance with the gpecial permission for scientific research from the
Fisheries Agency of the Japanese Governmment,

The above investigations and researches were carried out by the staffs of the
Fisheries Agency of the Japanese Covernment, the Whales Research Institute, the
Tokyo University, the Tokyo University of Fisheries and the Nagasaki University.

Sa Oceanographic investigations

By examining the whaling ground in the northern part of the North Pacific }
from the meteorological and oceanographic point of view, it was found that the
cancentration of whales on a ground has a close relation with low atmospheric
pressure and fog. These investigations were carried out by the staffs of the
Tokyo University of Fisheries and the Whales Research Institute.

4, Reports and papers published from July 1955 to June 1956
The Scientific Reports of the Whales Research Institute No. 11, 1956,
Pujino, K,:

On the Body Proportion of the Sperm Whales (Physeter
catodon)

On the Serological Condition of the Fin Whales II.
Further Studies of Blood Groups,

Hoshina T, and

On a Skin Disease and Nematode Parasite of Dolphin
Y. Sugiura:

Tursiops truncatus (Montague, 1821)

Ighikawva Y,: A characteristic Property of Whale Oils concerning the

Absorption of Gages, I,

Iwai, E.: Description on unidentified Species of Dibranchiate
Cephalopods
1. An Oegopsiden Sguid belonging to the Genus Architeuthis
R A new Cranchiidae Squid of the Genus Taonius,

Kimura, 3. and
T. Nemoto:

Nemoto, T.:

Nishiwaki, M, and
T. Hibiya and
S. Kimura:

Omura, H, and
H. Sakiura:

Note on a Minke Whale kept alive in Aquarium,

On the Diatoms of the Skin Film of Whales in Northern
Pacific,

On the sexual Maturity of the Sperm Whale (Physeter catodon)
found in the North Pacifie,

Studies on the little Pike Whale from the Coast of Japan.
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INTERNATICNAL WHALING COMMISSIQN

FROGRESS REPRTS QN SCTENTIFIC RESRARCH

PART 1: JAPAN

Progress Deport of Researches on Whales
and Whaling in Japan, 1955-56

1. Whale marking,

Whale marking was carried out in 1955 in two main whaling areas in the North
Pacific, the one in the Bering Sea and its neighbouring waters and the other off
Sanriku and Hokkaido, marking in the Antarctic was also conducted during the
whaling season 1955/56, in accordance with the international scheme decided at the
Moscow meeting,

In the northern part of the Morth Pacific were marked 136 whales (7 blues,
51 fins, 23 humpbacks, 2 seis and 53 sperms) during a period from 6 July to
25 September, and off Sanriku and Hokkaido were marked 186 whales (4 seis and
182 sperms) from 2 August to 22 August, In the Antarctic, 73 whales (17 blues,
46 fins and 10 bumpbacks) were marked by 2 catchiers prior to the opening of the
baleen whaling,

In 1955, marks were recovered from 141 fin and one sperm whales processed
on board the factory ship which cperated in the northern part of the North Pacific,
and marks were also recovered from 4 sperm and 5 sei whales taken in the Sanriku
and Hokkaido coast, In the Antarctic, ks were recovered from 7 fin whales
marked by Japanese catchers in 1955/56 season. In eddition a mark was recovered
from a fin whale merked in 1935 by Discovery Investigations,

These merkings were carried on by the staffs of the Fisheries Agency of the
Japanese Government and the Whales Research Institute,

2. Biclogical investigations on whales in the Antarctic, northern part of the
North Pacific and the adjacent waters to Japan,

In the Antarctic season 955/56, routine works on biological researches were
carried out as ususl on board the three factory ships, Researches on thickness
of blubber suggested by Prof, 51ijper were carried out, but no good result was
obtained and these data are now under examination, Tonan-maru and Nisshin-maru
fleets operated mainly in the former sanctuary. Fin whales in this area
seemed to differ somewhat from those in the other areas in some points, though the
material obtained is still in the course of analyzing, Some samples of wax plug
have been collected, which are also under examination,

Routine works of biological researches were carried out also on board the
ed in the northern part of the North Pacific, and the results

of fin whales, i,e. some genetic distine-

factory ships operat

tion between the we cks is ipdicated, has been confirmed.
Samples of testes of & have been collected for histological examination,
Diatoms eonstituting patch - ’ whales were studied systemat ically.

e

S1X new species and 2 found,

Body proportions of sperm whales studied in three different waters, in
the Antarctic, the i waters to Japam,
No remarkable diffey e was noted in these three grounds,
except a slight difference betwes

The whaling off the western coast of Kyushu was reopened in 1955 after a
cessation of several years and 225 fin whales and 2 sei whales were taken,
Biological researches on these whales have indicated that these fin whales differ
from those in the Okhotsk Sea or off the Sanriku-Holkkaido district in the body
calour snd the average body length at which sexual maturity is attained, having
more darker ecolour ean the belly and shorter body length.




Mr, R.G.R, WALL (United Kingdom): Mr, Chairman, may
E, through you, Sir, thank Mr, Jahn on behalf of Her Hujostr'ﬁ :
\JOV(‘.‘{"l'miﬁnt, and all of you, f‘on firetly the things which Mr, Jahn
has said, and secondly for the very kind way in which he has sald
them, and to you all for so generously agreeing in what he has
said, We are delighted, always, to see the Commiseion in London
and to help in any way we can., As to the weather, ass Mr, Jahn
says, we cannot order the weather here, but what perhaps we
might do another year is something we have not been very
successful about this year, that is telling you a little in
advance what sort of weather you are going to havel

Having said that, S8ir, may I myself be allowed to propose
a vote of thanks to you, Sir, for the conduct of the meeting,
and to our Secretary? Also, I would not forget the staff we
do not see in the room as well as those we do see in the room,
those we do not see in the room who do the hard work behind the
scenes, I would like to move that we thank them for their
services,

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you all for your kindnese to me
as being in the Chair to try to take care of the Agenda Items.
I should not have been sble to get through the whole long list
before us if you had not supported me in such a fine way, 1
would 1like to thank you sgain for your willingness to make such
a success of this meeting, as we expected,

I should like to add a speciszl thanks to our SBecretary
and his staff. The staff has done such
wonderful work thet we should certainly hsve sat dowvn for & couple
of days if they had not had such a maximim speed in producing
the papers. I do not think we know how much we are indebted to
the people behind the scenes,

I shall have to stop now., Thank you again, I wish you a
good erossing home, and T hope to meet you, if everything goes
all right, in the same place next time, T cannot say the same
date,

Before I declare the meeting closed I would like to ask the
members of the ad hoc Committee to stay Just to look &t the press
notice,

”

'he meeting is over., Thank you very much,

1

(The Conference then closed)
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The CHAIRMAN: Thank Jou very much for your contribution
to‘our final discussions which I take to be s contribution from
F.A.0, as well ss from yourself,

N Is there anybody who wishes to raise anything under the Item,
Any Other Business"?

Dr, A. Remington KELLOGG (U,8,2.): I would like to
be accorded the privilege of saying a few words sbout one of our
older members, I have hesrd a rumour that he has now retired and
that this will be his last meeting, I hope it is not true., I
refer to Mr, Ericheen of Denmark who has been a valued member of
this Commission for so many years,

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you so nmuch for your kind thoughts
to the delegates,

Mr., P.,F, ERICHSEN (Denmark): MNMay I thank you, Dr, Kellogg,
for the nice words you have said about me, I would like to say thst
I have been a member of the Whaling Commission since 1t started ;
end since that time many things have been done, I hope in the
future we may be able to do more for the whaling “industry,

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you so much, Mr,.Erichsen,

Well, Gentlemen, I also would like to address the Commission
on behalf of myself for a moment. I have been invited to take
part in your discussions as an observer of I.C.E.8., I would
like to thank the Commission for the honour paid to I.C.E.S.
in allowing me to attend the delibersations and discussions of
the International Whaling Commission,

Is everybody now content? Has everybody had a chance to
say what he has on his mind?

Mr, G. JAHN (Norway): Mr, Chairman, I should like
personally, and on behslf of us all, to thank the United Kingdom
for their hospitality and for our stay here in London. To stay
in London with you is always pleasant, even though you can do
nothing with the weather which has not been pleasant, To come
to London and stay with you and see your countrymen, to come
in touch with the English people, is something which I appreciate
very much, and I think we all do,

I thank you very much, and I should like to ask you all,
together with me, to express your best wishes for the United
Kingdom and for its future. Thank you.







Dr. D. B. FINN (F.A.0.): Mr. Chairman, once
again I must thank you for extending the invitation to our }
organization to sit through your mectings 2s an observer.

We have followed the proceedings of this commiseion since its 1
inception, not only because we have & general interest in )
food resources and their wide utilisation, but because we
are deeply sensitive to the great difficultios which face
such a Commission es yours where you have to reconcile
cconomic enterprise with the reproductive capacity of the
particular resource you are dealing with under intense
competition, I think that anyone who has sat through these
meetings would realise that this problem is going to become
more and morc difficult as competition inereases end it is
somewhat like a race between the acquisition of the biolo-
gical fact on which alone wise regulation can be framed and
the deprecation which competition might bring on that parti-
cular stock. This is not only a biological problem - as a
matter of fact, the only justification for bioclogical
interest is the use that man can make of the product -~ but
the combination of these two different kinds of problems,

or the reconciliation of onc with the other, is the main
difficulty confronting this Commission.

S8itting here as an observer, not only at this meeting
but, as I have said, since its inception, I have been im-
pressed with first,the accomplishment of bringing together
the countries that arc interested in whaling and those that
have potential interests in this Commission. When I look
at your constitution, your charter, I sec that it gives you
many opportunities and I feel thut although you are working
towards taking advantage of these opportunities there is
8till a very long way to go; I think that a person following
the proceedings and especially, let us say, of the last few
days, could not help but be impressed with the rcal crux
of the problem and that is the lag in proper biologicsal
information on which your regulations and proposals can be
framed. It seems to me that this is the crucial thing. I
feel that the Commission has many opportunitics to do much
more than it is doing, even to the point of collating,
interpreting and translating if necessary the available
information that is already being developed by the various
countries., No doubt, the Commission already has this in
mind and I certainly hope, as onc interested in natural
resources, that such steps would be taken.

I mast say - and I think that this had probably better
come from me as an individual rather than as the represen-
tative of an organization - that I was a little surnrised to
Tind that something as importsnt as a biological mecting thinks that
whale marking should be regarded as a matter whieh is chiefly useful
for removing a surplus of money. I think that the lack of
this information, which is most difficult to acguire, would
merit perhaps more attention than the Commission has yet
been sble to pay it. I think it is not so much that you are
faced with alarming expense because you have a very co=-
operative industry who bears the major share of thcse expenses;
but I am convinced that the people who sit round here will
earnestly take as their most crucizl problem the development
of ways of taking advantage of the opportunitics which your
charter gives. I feel that organisations such as ours are
very largzsly dependent upon these various commissions - the
Whaling Commission, the International Commission for the
North West Atlantic, the International Commission for the
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I should alsoc say there will

of the Chairman, the Vicc-Chairman who is here :

in London to consider the more pr: under the

new formulsa,

The CHAIRMAN: Are there any more remarks?

Dr. N. A. MaACKINTOSH: I do not know whether you
want to go through this Report in any detail, but there is
one point that struck me on page 4, paragraph 25 (c). i
great deal of discussion took place regarding the propcsal
to reduce the 15,500 whale unit limit. : proposal before
the Comnission at its seventh meeting was that a reduction
should be made in two stages, frﬂ:15 500 to 15,000 from the
genson 1055/56, and to 14,5 Is not one thing
left out there? There *wl b.f“v; the Comnission

that there »qu i be & ig]l cut uftvPWQPﬁF. 1
would not like to urge her on this matter, but

I L}Ly':n. I might draw n's tt-. tion to the fact
that last year and this jority of scientific opinion

was in EJ._4P of rather 1l cut.
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Mr. G. JAHN (Norway): I will second.

T —

Norway, Are there any observations? Ifnone, I take it that
this is also unanimously accepted by the Commission, and I
would like to express my thanks to both Chairmen for the
éxcellent way they have dealt with the problems and put down
the results of the discussions in the Reports. Thank you
Vary much.

The CHAIRMAN: It is seconded by Mr. Jahn of '

Then we have not yet dealt with Item 21, "Draft (to be
circulated later)Beventh innual Report for approval', and I
call upon our Secretary to give further explanation as to what
has passed since,

The SECRET/RY: Mr. Chairman, you were kind enough
to allow me to say s word on this, and also Dr. Kellogg, who
is Chairman of the Committze that was set up to lock at this,
In his remarks yesterday, Dr. Kellogg told you what was
proposed in respect of future issues of this Report, and I
do not think I need go over those points, they are in the
Plenary Session of yesterday, but in the meantime I would
remind you that Dr., Kellogg did say at the end that as regards
the draft Report now before the Commission,the Comnittee find
it imposeible at the present juncture to produce a new draft,
but they have endeavoured to improve by verbal and other
amendments the existing draft. The Committee have not
completed their work in this connection and will report
later. I am now able to report to you there has been
circulated Document IV revise which is a revise of the original
Report, which was sent to you as Document IV on about the
2nd or 3rd June and I have had ro observations on that Report.
Mr. Vengstein has filled in my figures, but you will remember
the British Commissioner raised at the first Plenary the whole
question of the remodelling of this Report,

With the mid of the Committee this revise has been prepared.
I have never liked this Report, and I feel guilty that it is
rather a dull document, but we now have issued the revisedcopy,

which is now before you. We have shortened it a little, and
we have amended some parsgraphs which had perhape to be rather
carefully worded. There the Report is, and I await your
instructions,

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Dobson, for this
presentation of the draft now before the Commisasion.

Dr, A. Remington KELLOGG (U.8.A.): Mr. Chairman, it
was the considered opinion of this Ad Hoe Commnittee that the new
Report should give some indication of the purpose of the Comuission,
why it was set up and its functions and so forth; furthermore,
that the lmportent things that were sccomplished at the Conference
should come first, so that the Document would be more informative
and would at the same time not be a mere duplication of the
printed Chairman's Report.
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ordep, The CHAIRMAN: W11l tac neeting please come to

We have still some OPEn spaces in the Agenda which we
have to settle, and I should like to deal now with the
acceptance of the Report of the Seientifie Committee, under
Item 18 of the Agenda. This Report has alrecady

-en_proposed for acceptance. I believe; may I call upon
the Chairman of the Scientifice Committee?

Dr. N. A. MACKINTOSH (United Kingdom): Mp,
Chairhmn. I am very glad to move that the Report of the
Scientific Committse be accepted.

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, Dr, Mackintosh,

Is there a seconder for the proposal to be accepted?

Mr. H. 8. DROST (Netherlands): I second.

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Drost of the Netherlands is
geconding this Report of the Scientific Committee. Are
there any observations? No further comments? I take it

that it is accepted unanimously? Thank you.

Shall we act in the same way with the Report of the
Technical Comnittee? May I request the Chairman of the Technical
Conmittee, i f he is willing, to propose the Report of his
Committee be accepted by the Commission? I call upon Mr. Wall
of the United Kingdom.

Mr. R, G. R. WALL (United Kingdom): May I first of all
be quite clear whether that will mean in effeet that the Commission
accepts the recommendations in this Report which we have not
specifically discugssed? There is, for example, what the Committee
Ssays about the collection of wax plugs. That is all wrapped up,
is it?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes,

Mr. R. G. R, WALL (Unitea Kingdom): Then I beg to
move,

The CHAIRMAN: It is moved to accept the Report of the
Technical Committee,
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New Zealend - Yes

- w0
Netherlands -
Mexico -
Japa - ;
Iceland -
France -
Denmark -
Canada -
Brazil -
Australia -
Gentlemen, fourteen Commissioners are present and voting
either for or ageinst and of those there are sleven —- Mr. Jahn,
I think that is three-quartcrs, is it, of fourteen? -- so I
declare that carricd,
Now I come to the ntisl on that portion, and the
consequential is in 51 ine of 8 (c) between "13,500"
and tx& word "notifies tiwn" in the seventh line insert the
words "(but 13,000 in the : n 1956=1957,)" Mey I again take i
it thet you will accent +l thout a poll? Gentlemen, I
declare Dr, Marchand's o >n this ﬁutjﬁct ag carried by
the necessary majority, will Dbe + ] f'o he purpose
of our correspondence wi itracting G rernments as two
amendments. ,

E’T‘. .f-..
clarify one noint?
voted, yes; how man)

The SECRETARY: here was only one 'no', Dr.Kellogg.

Dr. A. Remington KELLOGG (United Stetes): And
two abstentions?

The SECRETARY: Two ebstentions and onz 'no', so
eleven voted 'yes!
Dr. A, States) It has
'.:-‘L./':: tel 1 i 1S in

Dfen our practice
ete

rmining the thz

it matters, Dr,
say here "casting

The SECRETARY: T do
> have it.

Kellogg, if I may say so
affirmative op negative

nington KELLOGG (United States)r It was
ormation,
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The SECRETARY: Paragraph 8 (a)

"Delete all words after "units" in the fourth line
and substitute for them the following "in any one season,
provided that in the season 1956/1957 the number of baleen
whales taken as aforesaid shall not exceed fourteen thousand
five hundred blue whale units",

That I take in two portions and I will not bother about the
consequential parts for the moment. The first part is that
you omit all words after "units" in the fourth line and
substitute for them "in any one season,-~-" Perheps I should
not be exceeding my duty if I reminded the Conmission that that,
of course, will solve the trouble of the countries who might

be left without any limit at all.

Are you ready to vote on that?

United Kingdom - Yes
United States - Yes
U.8.8.R. - Yes
Sweden - Yes
South Africa - Yes
Panama - Not present
Norway - Yes
New Zealsand - Yes
Netherlands - Yes
Mexico — ot present
Japan - Yes
Iceland - Yes
France - Yes
Denmark - Yes
Canada - Yes
Brazil - Not present
Augtralia - Yes,

Gentlemen, that is unanimous on the part of all those who
are present and voting 'yes' or 'no'.

May I then ask you at the same time to take the first leg
of this in the consequential paragraph 8 (c)? That means that
you delete the words "in the season 1955-56 and 13,000 thereafter"
You omit those words in the sixth and seventh lines, that is
censequential and, with your rermission, I will take that as
accepted as part of the other amendment. You do not want me to
poll again, is that agreed?

I will now put the secord part of the proposition by Dr.
Marchand.

After "in any one season" you add the words in 8 (a)
"provided that in the season 1956/57 the number of baleen whales
taken as aforesaid shall not exceed fourteen thousand five
hundred blue whale units".

Now Gentlemen, I propose to poll that,

United Kingdom - Yes

United’ States - Yes
U.So H-R- s Yes
Sweden - Yes
South Africa - Yes
Panama ~ Not present

Norway - Yes

e —
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Mr. A. KODAKI (Japan): We always go round that way,
I think sometimes you should come round this way,

The SECRETARY: I have been directed by the Chairman
to take a poll on Mr. Cornar's amendment, but I feel that as
Seceretary if I thought there was anything wrong you would blame
me if I 4id not mention it, I do not want to interfers with
anything that was settled at the Meeting cof the Commissioners,
because I believe it was a private meeting and that is why I
did not attend, and I believe that our legal adviser was there,
80 please be perfectly happy, but I suggest - then I will poll,
but I would like to have tuis on record, and Mr. Corner has
been very kind in having a word with me about this - that as we
shall ultimately be moving Dr. Marchand's preposal in two parts,
Nr., Corner's suggestion is an addendum and not an amendment.

o, il O I W i il ¥

However, having made my point, the position is that Dr.

Marchand has moved, and Mr. Wall has soconded, the amendment
shown in the single sheet headed, "Proposals to be made by the
South Africen Commissioner.™ It 1s desired that that should
be put in two parts. To thet an amendment hss been moved by
Mr. Corner of New Zealand and seconded by Mr. Fraser of' Canada
that the words should be inserted which are shown on the second
sheet which i1s put forward by the New Zealand Commissioner.
I will take that first, and I ask you to vote 'yes' or 'no'.
The amendment put forward by the New Zealand Commissioner of
course involves consequentials as well., I will go round the
other way at the request of the Japanese Commissioner.

United Kingdom - No

United Btates - Yegs
U.8.8.R. - Abstaln
Sweden - No

South Africa - Yes

Panama ~ Not present
Norway - No

New Zealand - Yes
Netherlands - No

Mexilco - Not present
Japan - No

Iceland - Abstain
France - Yes

Denmark - Abstain
Canada - Yes

Brazil - Not present
Australia - No

Now Gentlemen, following the Rules of Procedure, we have
to have a three-quarters majority, a three-fourths majority,
of those wresent and voting either 'yes' or 'no'. 8c I declare
5 for and 6 against, so clearly that hes not attracted a three=—
quarters majority. There wers three abstentions, and they count
in the total number. I declare that amendment lost.

Now Gentlemen, I would ask you to address yourselves to

Dr. Marchand's substantive motion in two parte. Do you wish me
to read this, Dr. Marchand hes read it?

Mr., G. JAHN (Norway): Yes pleace,







It is true that the reduction preposed in my amendment to the
South African proposal for the year 1“??/1,5& can hardly be
called substantial, The reduction proposed by the South
Africen COhul“”iOﬂer Tfrom l,,OCO to 1kL,500 would represent an
alyost derisory cut, in view of thg situstion described by the
dcientific Gommuttce, of ebout 3.3%, and the further reduction
that I am proposing, not to take effect until 1557/1958, would
be a cut of only another 3.

are significant in terms of the industry and the amount of money
invested in the industry, but nevertheless, in terms of the stock
and the recommendatione of the Scientific Committee they are very
small reductiona indeed.

Nevertheless, though this further cut that I am proposing
cen hardly be called substantial, it is at least 2 compromise
put forward in the hope of securing some movement in the
direction recommended so sirongly and so urgently to us by the
scientists.

I am move; to remark, in comncxion with the scientists that,
in his most excellent statement witi most of which I agree
wholahear,edly the United Kingdom Commissioner referred to two
schcols; I think indeed there is one school represented by the
majority ;f the members of the Seientific Committee, but I am not
sure that the other nChuJ*, consisting as I believe it does of
oneé person, can exzsctly be put on the same plane and called
another school. I was goin o describe the wihole thing in
terms of different types oi yles, but I think it is better
not to do so!

My second object in propesing this amendment is to meet
the srguments advanced by the United Kingdom Commissioner
amongst others on behalf of the whaling industry, that notice
of reductions should be given in emnle time to enable the
industry to make its AlaLJS¢t1“n° well in advance. The limit
of 14,000 which I am proposing for the season 1957/1958 need
not be regarded as final; there will be another Meeting before
this amendment would come infe effect, and it may be that the
evidence next year will convinee Commissioners that an increase
is justified, or that 2 more substantial cut should be made.
But it will be within the power of the Commission next year to
alter the figure in an upward or a downvard direction as may be
indicated by the situation revealed to the Commission at that
time. But at least

to acecent this reduction now would be to
act on the evidence at present put before us amd to give the
industry time to consider its i

It has just been indicated that the Netherlands Government
will objeet, as indsed it tlve dJ has done, to any limit lower
than 15,000 units. 3 we may take this as not a final
word end thet the Government, which in other
international matt 1“ lJ so responsive to international
opinion, and indeed en leads it, will be influenced by
the great weight of opin vressed in this Commissicn in
favour of adequate measures of conservation. There is great
evidence that a crisis caused by over-killing faces the
whaling industry, and if that crisis were to eventuate

it would surely lie heavily on the conscience of any nation
which, by ite singlc action taken in opposition to all its
partners in an 1,..‘,11u tional body, caused the dissipetion of
a mighty store of iealth.

It has at various times been stated by one or more
Delegates that, because his particular country is not

5%, 1 realize that these percentages
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The CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Jahn.

Mr. H. 8. DROST (Netherlands): Mr. Chairman,
the Netherlands delegation will not agree with the whole of
the amendment made by the South African delegation, I would
like to make the reason for this clear. I have had a talk
with the Netherlands scientists and this, in short, is what 1
they said to me: if the basis of the calculations made by '
Professor Ruud, Professor Ottestad and Dr. Mackintosh is
correct, this would involve our going down to about 10,000
or 11,000 blue-whale units. The Netherlands scientists,
although agreeing with their colleagues on some points,
are of the opvinion that there is not sufficient evidence
to show that the basis of the calculations is safe and
sound, that it is absolutely necessary to take such an im=-
portant step.

They therefore believe that no advice can be given at
the moment about changing the present number of blue-whale
units that may be taken in the Antaretic: that is the reascon
why the Netherlands delegation will not agree with the
whole of the amendment proposed by the South African
delegation. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Drost. Are there
any further observations that you would like to make?
The amendment has been proposed and seconded.

Mr. F. H. CORNER (New Zealand): Mr. Chairman,
I would like to propose,as an smendment to the proposal that
has been put forward by the South African Commissioner, the
following change to PReragraeph 8(a): after the words'll,500
bluc-whale units" in the South African proposal, add the
following: "provided further that in the season 1957-58 the
number of baleen whales to be taken as aforesald shall not
exceed 14,000 blue-whale units®. This would involve the
following consequential change in Paragraph 8(c): after the
words "1956-57" in the South African proposal, add the words:
"and 12,500 in the season 957-58",

In proposing these amendments I have two objects in
mind; first to give effect to the recommendations of the
S8cientific Committee that there should be a small cut this
¥Year and a more substantial cut later.

/It is true ©hat the reduction proposed...
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the proposal by the South Africsn Commissioner, but I shduld
like to say a few words. We regard the situation as very
serious for the future, and I think that, all things taken
together, the majority of the Scientific Commitice is right,
We, therefore, in Moscow proposed and voted for 14,500 for l
the scason which has just closed. The outcome of tLAt
was that we had a 1limit of 15,000 and I looked forward to

this season for the following rcason.

|
|
Mr. G. JAHN (Norway): We are willing to vote for "

There has been, of recent years, a close connection
between the number of whaletboats ond the number of days the -
geason lasts. When there were fewer whale-boats, the
geason was longer; this year, we had many whale-boats and
I looked forward to sceing, when the figures came out,
whether we could get any essurance from them - the season
was very long and we had many whale-boats hunting there = 80
that we conld draw the conclusion that the fin-whales were
very scarce, of course taking into consideration the
weather situation. But it happened that the scason was the I
shortest one, the reason being that the new Area 1 had been
opened and twenty-four per cent of the whales were taken in
that area., '/hen we discussed this at a meeting of the
Technical Committee I said that this was en argunent for
sticking to 15,000 for one morc yecar to get more experience,
because we had, in reality, killed 19,000 fin-whales in the
old areas instead of 25,000 the ysar before - we had saved )
6,000, I looked into the statistics which are not, after all,
convincing. For some areas the fin-whale catch is not over-
whelming, and having looked at these things from the point
of view of pressure on the whale stock, I think that the
least we could do this year is to propose 14,500. Maybe I
am wrong, but it is my conviction that some years will come
when we will think that 14,500 is an impossible number of
whales to cateh in the Antarctic in a reasonable length of
time.

Not only must we look at the whale stock from that
point of view but we must also take into consideration the
fact that even if most of our companies have agreed to have
fewer whale-boats down there, if new expeditions can cateh
whales and they do not have few:r boats, there will be more
new whale-boats and the whole thing will be more intensive
than ever. The consequence will, of course, be that in the
beginning it will not pay for some companies in the season,
but there will alwsys be so maeny left. That is the danger for
the stock, even though there might be enough whales left there
for the stock to grow up again within fifty years or so. It
ig not quite the same situation there as in the northern
waters.

Even though I think that we ought to -turm ‘it down
from the scientific point of view, we must aiso take into
consideration the fact that besides the whaling boatis there
is another industry attached to it on shore, and we cannot
ki1l that industry in one or even two yeers. I am not so
much thinking of the profit of the different companles as
of the people who have their work there; for them it might
be a catastrophe if it is less than it was in the '30s when
we had uncmployment everywhere; they must . be considered.

Therefore, I will not call for any further reduction
next year, but I will vote for 14,500 in this coming year.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. . :
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g;n§gzr8° doggbthare and count them one by one year
o {8 AL € moon may be made of green checse,
thc;u ingunnot be sure of that either, we cannot go

find out whether it is or not. Many
things are possible, and some are less likely than others, We
are sceptical as to whether the moon is made of green cheese, end
we believe it is not. Some of us, I believe, are equally
sceptical as to whether the fin whale stock can possibly be
increasing, and I take leave to doubt myself whether in our heart
any of us really believes that it is increasing. We should not
risk going hungry on this earth because we think that if we do we
mey be able to get a cut of the green cheesé on the moon.
My Government does not think that we should risk the future of
whaling as a worthwhile commercial industry by gtanding fast on
a 15,000 unit ceiling until we have actual proof that the fin
whale stoock is in such a serious state that reductions in the
catch are imperative. In the meantime, while we are awaiting
that proof - which may take years to collect - the stocks and the
whaling industry itself may possibly collapse; and our attitude
ie therefore that we cannot afford to wait for proof until every
fact is settled and fitted into the jigsaw, but that we should
meanwhile proceed on the basis of good sense and commonsense,
and that we should take what to us is the obvious presumption.
The situation is rather dangerous, we have a majority of scien-
tists assuring us that it is their view that it is so, and that
we should therefore take some measures, wnile having proper
regard to the interests of the whaling industry, to reduce the
catch further.

Now Sir, the sanctuary has been mentioned, and we heard
the other day the suggestion that we could afford to wait and
see what more might happen in the sanctuary area, see what
experience we get there before we decide to take any further
measures. We are influenced there by the fact f£irstly that the
sanctuary after all has been open for only three years and 1s
likely to be closed again and we have only two of those three
years left. We would fear that if we simply do nothing for
another year or another two years, until we know more of what
the sanctuary may contain, we Oould quite easily find at the end
of two years from now that we should have toc make a Very drastic
reduction all at once in the blue whale unit ceiling. Let us
hope we do not, but we may; and rather then live in paradise for
two years and then find that we are in quite a different place, we
would rather ourselves take at least minimum precautions. That
is why we think that we ought to go down to 11,500 for the nexy
season, and therefore I second the proposal.

Mr, G. JAHN (Norway): We are® willing tOeee




"Notification shall be given in accordance with the
provisions of Article VII of the Convention, within two
days after the end of each calendar week, of data on the
number of blue whale units taken in any waters south of
40° South Latitude by all whale catehers attached to ; }
factory ships under the jurisdiction of esch Contracting
Government; provided that when the number of blue whale g
units is decmed by the Bureau of International Whaling ‘
SBtatistics to have reached 13,500 (but 13,000 in the 1
season 1956/1957) notificatiosn shall be given as aforesaid
at the end of each day of data on the number of blue whale
units taken."

|
|

proposal put before the Commission. May I ask if this proposal

The CHATIRMAN: Thank you, Dr. Marchand, for your .
is seconded? It 1is seconded by Mr. Wall of the United Kingdom.

Kr. R«GR. Wall (United Kingdom): The United Kingdom !
is ready to second this propossl from the South African quﬂisaioner
and I would like to explain what is the basis of our attitude. ‘

In the first place, I would say thet we are being completely ,
consistent with the view we took at the Moscow Meeting last year |
when we voted in favour of the proposal which is in fact now before
us, but which was subsequently objected to and the United Kingdom
with other countries followed up with objections - but that was
n & purely formmal basis in order that we might be able to reserve
vur position and leave 1t open until such time as the matter could
be raised again in the Commission, that is; at this Meeting,

The Antarctic catch docs depend upon the abundance of the
fin whale. I think there is no real dispute but that the blue
whale has been brought very low in numbers, so much so that the
catch is only 6% of the total in the Antarctic, and it still
seems to be golng down year by year. The humpback stocks seem
also to have been very much reduced and of course, as we know,
there are only four days in the Antaretic on which they may now
be caught. S0 we are entirely reliant upon the fin whale and
here, up to that point, I think there is no disagreement as I
understand it in the Commission with those propositions.

Now as to fin whales: the catch of fin whales has been
rising, we know this, from 13,000 animals just after the end of
the war, and then 20,000 & few years later, now it is 25,000 to
26,000 each season. We have whaling fleets of greater catching
power, We find that this inerease in the catch of fin whales
is associated with the lowering of the average size of the animals
taken, and an increase in the percentage of imucture whales which
are taken. We have heard that whales in the experience of
expeditions are harder to find; we have seen in this Commiseion
that the South Georgia lend stations are apparently having to go
further and further afield each year for their whales. The
sclentiste in effect have told us that in the Scientific Committee
there is some argument between two schools of thought . The one
school, which is in the majority, thinks that the fin whale stooke
are In fact decreasing and showing signs of seriocus strain.

The other school thinks that the fin whale stocks may possibly be
increasing and the situation is not serious, Well Sir, the fin
whale stock may be increcasing, we cannot of course be sure. We
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£5 St The CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, will the Meeting please come

We are now dealing with the last Item on the Agenda, the Item
that is still open, concerning the Blue-whale unit limit for 1956/
1957, Item 13 of the Agenda, and also 20 (da). '

I should say that there has been a good exchange of views in
the Technical and Scientific Committees, and I am quite willing
to deal with any observations we may expect from the Commisgsion
in this Session now in connexion with these Items.

Dr, J, M. MARCHAND (South Afriea): Mpr. Chairman, we in
South Africa are of the opinion that the available evidence is
preponderantly indicative of the fact that, at the present level
of exploitation, the Antarctioc whale stock taken as a whole 1a
a wasting asset. In other words, the outtake from the stock
comprising the sum of the natural and fishing mortalities is in
excess of the input by sccruement. However, this imbalanoe
can be repalred by adjusting the basie directly controllable
factor of fishing mortality and we feel that the Commission would
be sadly failing in its duty if it refrained from taking correc-
tive acticn in at least some degree.

While, therefore, we do not cleim that the step we advocate
represents a cure, we maintain that it is at least in the right
d.rection.

Mr. Chesirman, we accordingly submit the following prpposals ’
in relation to paragraph 8 (a) and (e¢) of the Schedule for
adoption by the Commission.

(A) of paragraph 8 (a), delete all the words after "units"
in the fourth line, and substitute for them the following:-
"in any one season, provided that in the season 1956/1957 the
number of baleen whales taken, as aforesaid, shall not exceed
14,500 blue-whale units".

Paragraph 8 (a) would then read as follows:=-

"The number of baleen whales taken during the open season
caught in waters south of 40° South Latitude by whale
catchers attached to factory shipe under the jurisdiction
of the Contracting (Jovernments shall not exceed 15,000
blue-whale units in any one scason, provided that in the
season 1956/1957 the number of baleen whales taken as
aforesaid shall not exceed 14,500 blue-whale nnits."

Then I have a proposal B),Paragraph 8 (c), and these are of
course consequential should my proposal for 8 (a) be accepted.

"l. Delete the words "in the season 1955-1956 and 13,00
thereafter" in the sixth and seventh lines.,”" and

2., Between "13,500" in the sixth line and "notification"
in the seventh line, insert the words "(but 13,000 in the
season 1956-1957,)".

Paragraph 8 (c) would then read as follows:




you 1s to ask: do you wish to be represented at this meeting
if 80, it 1s possiblec that someonc round t D

attending and therefore could represent us; Yy do you wisn
the line that we do not, in the circumstances yish to be Ie
ted? I have not had time to cireculate this paper, but 1t I
very large, considerable, agenda. That is the point I put
as to the nature of my reply.

Mr. A, KODAKI (Japan): Where will that be held?

Y: The mceting will be held in Hamburg,

The CHAIRMAN: May I take it that

interest to send an observer on behalf of the

[ 4
}I'lr. '_-} - Ve
z=pver there at the expense of

The CHAIRMAN: Is that agreed?

Then 1 should like to adjourn the G

particularly ask the Commissioners to meetl befo

Segsion opens at three. Is that possible for yo y meet at

half past two? The Commissioners only at halfl 3t two and

then we can convene in the Room where we held the Scientif'ic
nmmittee. Is t hat acceptable? Two-thirty for the Commissioners

C
only, three o'elock for the full Plenary Sesgion.

1 ould

Plenary

my - " Maattne 4o addn
r'hén thée Meeting 1s (-L.'._,I'.’U.r'?’;&-fi.
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whale eateh was 14,000 units, and then, after & thorough
discussion by the scientific and technical bodies, it was
decided that the unit should be 13,000 or 15,000 or somc other

limit, obviously we have to have the power to set up what we

nceq. We should not get ourselves into too rigid & legal
position over this, nor should we exclude curselves from
discussing any question that is important to any Cominleslioner.

=

Mr. F.F. ANDERSON (Austrglia): Mr. Chairman, I have
never raised any point such as Mr, Corner refers to, but T
congider that if you are going to amend the Schedule surely the
countries concerned have sufficient intercst to give notice of the
particular Article in the Schedule in which they want to alter a
particular clause and whet their ideas are, 1f they said that
they wanted to increase it to six days and, finally, the
Commission agreed on five, I think that would be quite in order,
but they did not indicate how many times they proposed to
increase it by and they simply said it should be discussed; 1t
was discussed. They must put a definite proposal forward, in |
the same way as the pelagic 1limit in the Antarctic. Somebody
must bring forward somec proposal, 15,000 may be amended to
15,500 or 14,500, or some other number, no one is questioning
that peoint at all. I am merely seying that the Schedule Item
must be quoted and put down so that we can identify it with the
existing Schedule, and we should not simply say that = discussion
should be held. ’

The SECRETARY: May we come back to the point as to
whether you would wish to accept the invitation,which I know 1s
almost on its way from I.C.E.S. that we should be represented
for the seventh time? May I just mention that if you look a
the list of members present at this meeting you will see that
your Chairman is representing I.C.E.S5. at this Meeting, and, if
there is time, he will express his pleasure no doubt in being
present in that capacity. What we want now is to recommend that
as an observer someone should go to I.C.E.8. and, to avold expenses,
it is usually someone who is a member of I.C.E.S.

The CHAIRMAN: There is no difficult about that,
Gentlemen, I believe,

The SECRETARY: Then may I take it that it is agreed
that you wish your Chairman to go? then the letter comes I will
go inform the International Council.

I have to detain you for one further moment. A few days
age only I received a letter from the World Meterclogical
Organization which is a really big body, and I have had corresponderce
affecting them with South Africa and the Netherlands over a period
of time; some five or six years. They are interested in all
sorte of things like rainfall and wireless reports of weather.
They have a meeting lasting from 16th - 30th October, 1956 and
the Secretary-General will be grateful to have the neamc of the
person or persons designated to represent the International
Whaling Commission submitted as soon as possible, My point to
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Mr. R. G, R, WALL (United Kingdom): 8ir, I think

there is a point of real difficulty here which may affect in any of

us in the years ahead. On the one hand, as Mr. Jahn says, any

of us may be in the position of wanting to meke a proposal at a '

meeting without quite knowing what is to be our precise proposal |

until we may have heard evidence in this Commission which will |

affect the exact nature of the proposal we shall be making. I
i

Therefore, 1t may be difficult to give the utmoet precision to a
proposal in a meeting. On the other hand, as Mr. Anderson sayse
the rest of us must have a sufficient understanding of what is
going to be discussed and proposed to enable us to be properly
briefed before we come to the meeting. In some way I suppose
we ought to try and square that ecircle,

Is it possible for the Secretary, as 1 think he suggested
earlier, to consult the Commission's Legal Adviser on the meaning I
and purport of the present Rules of Procedure and circulate to B

a fuller note as to what we may and may not do? Then, at the ]
next meeting, if we are not satisfied, we could consider whether
any amendment to our Rules of Procedure is required or not. | §
It is very difficult to take this much further, in my opinion,

without getting a legal Advice as to what we may and may not do

under theexisting Rules.

The SECRETARY: Mr. Chairman, I would certainly like to
do thaet if the Commission sgrees, but there are two points here.
The first, that is the sixty days' notice, is very important.
Australia is a very long way away and I cannot always assume
precisely when even an air-letter is going to get there - so that
the famous circular of 7th Masy mey have reached Australia just two
days outside the sixty days although it went by air-mail.

The second point is whether anything sugsested in the Agenda
may involve an amendment to the 8chedule, and
other people do not quite know what that amendment should be, I
have always indicated in the Item dealing with amendments to the
Schedule some words which might be moved there, Whether that is
permissible is & very important legal point, and that is the
other point upon which I should like to consult the legal
adviser, and if necessary submit to you amendments, as Mr. Wall
suggested, to the Rules of Frocedure.

The CHAIRMAN: I think that makecs the situation quite
clear. I hope it will be acceptable to the Commission that we
get the legal adviser of the Scerctariat to interpret the Rules
of Procedure and action under the Commission's Rules.

Mr. P . H. CORNER (New Zesland): It may well be
useful to get legal advice, but at the same time I think it is
true that this Commission, like any other Commnission, is
master of its own procedure, and if the majority of the
Coumiseion wish to pursue a certain course they can dceide to
do it. I remember we argucd this precise point at Moscow
last yecar and did agree that we would get ourselves inte rather
absurd situations if we could not modify at all spceific
proposals which wight have been put up in advance of the
Meeting. For instence, say the only specific propesal on the




Burely the Norwegian Commissioner does not think that
this general notice to discuss the matter included any
scientific evidence. He spoke of what the people employed
by the Norwegisn companies did, and if they only looked at
their own statistics they would have found that the average
length of the humpbsasck last season was a foot shorter than :
the previous year, 1Is that scientific evidence in favour | %
of extending the period? Wo, it does not go down at all,
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I object to this matter being discussed further, it has
been decided end I do not think we should continue with it

any more,

Mr, G. JAHN (Norway): I will not go into the length |
of the humpback, or anything like that. As o Commissioner I have no
standpoint on it at sll, I have heard the Scientific Cemmittes on
the matter, but I merely asked = question, whether 1t is necessary b
for me to get & propossl or not or whether you can bring up
the matter within 60 days' notice for discussion here, end when
the Scientific Committee has dealt with it they may give a proposal,
they may reject it, or = proposal in that and that sense, That
is the only thing I ask, It is very inconvenient for a !
Commissioner who has not decided whether it should be lengthened
or not lengthened and when he is asked by the industry whether
this and this guestion is to be discussed ond neither he himself
nor the government has taken any decision to it, I would like
to bring up a guestion for discussion in the Scientific Committee.

It is very difficult for a commissioner or for a government to
gsay that it is not a very important question as to whether or
not it should be lengthened, whether it should be two days, maybe
we should go dowa to two dasys if the Scientific Committee feels
is should be so. We cannot form a definite proposal before and
we merely like to discuss the gquestion in general terms, I
think that the subject matter, if it is the subject matter, has
been brought forwerd in due time before the Commission and they
conld turn it over either to the Technical or the Scientific
Committee and they should then make a propos&al -~ a definite
proposal - for this Commission. If that is not the case it is
very difficult to bring it up here for discussion,

Mre R. G, R. WALL (United Kingdom): 8ir, I think
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The SECRETARY: Thet is sepsrste from the other )
point which Ifr, Corner raised, I maﬁ just add that if I have '
8 definite doubt on this matter I inverisbly show our legal
advisor any alterations to the Schedule which are contemplated,
and I ask him whether that is sufficient to comply with the law,

As & matter of fact, he has usually told me that 1t 1s ll right. |
He did in the case raised by Mr. Anderson, but I did not say

86 at the time, That is the point Mr, Jahn raises and it is }
an important point, If necessery, snd if you so wish to move,
I will ask the legal adv¥isor for a legal opinion on the subject. .

Mr, A, KODAKTI (Japan): It would seem to us thet it
would be all right to mention the subject matter in the provisionsl
order of business, that is 60 days in advence of the meeting,
becauae it is clear “n 42 book of Rules of Procedure of the
Commission, I do not think 1t is necessary to elaborate the
proposals, It is all right to bring up the subject matter 60
dayse in advance.

lir, F,F. ANDERSON (fustraslia): Being partly Norwegian
myself I underatand that they never lie down on this matter, They
are going to keep it going right to the dead end, I still maintain
that the points I raised were correct, that it had not been i
placed on the provigionzl order of business in accordasnce with
the Rules of Procedure, Surely the Norwegian Commissioner does |
not suggest that you could put on any item in very general terms
and then you could come along and bring a proposal out which
would upset the whole of the whaling of a certain country, He
says he simply wants to discuss the extension, if he wants to
extend it he must give notice of a certain actual periocd by
which he wishes to extend it. It is no use saying otherwise,
If he wants to discuss it he can, but if he wants an alteration
to the Schedule he must say in what way 1t is golng to be
altered, not discussed and then altered at this meeting,
Ruale 12 is guite clear, and also there is another protection
rule in Rule 8, ",..to determine after consultation with the
Commissioners the provisionsl order of buminess so that the
Secretary may transmit it not less than 60 days in advence
of the meeting". This matter was not referred to the
Secretary, therefore it is notin order; it was indefinite,
it did not state anything at all, it simply said 'to be
discussed', It was discussed by the Scientific Committee,
and that is all about it. If they had moved that it be 60
days or 70 days that would have conformed to the Convention
which states:

"These amendments of the Schedule (a) shall be such as
are necessary to carry out the objectives and purposes
of this Convention and to provide for the conservation,
development, and optimum utilizetion of the whale
regources; (b) shall bec based on scientific Tindings;
(e) shall not inveolve restrictions on the number or
netionality of factory ships or land stations nor
allocate specific quotas to any factory or ship or
land station or to any group of factory ships or
land stations; and (d) shall take into consideration
the interests of the consumers of whale products and
the whaling industry".
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what 18 the point involved ~t the moment, lr, Chairman? I am sOrry

|
Hr, F.H. CORNFR (New Zealand): Could you tell me Just ’
but I missed it, J

The CHAIRMAN: I think ss I understood it that Mr, Jahn
stressed it in this way, that if you want to make a propcial you |
have to do 1t in a more formal way than by saying you wou.d like '
the Commission to act in this and that way, is that what you
have on your mind?

Mr, G, JAHN (Norway): No, it concerns the question
we have mentioned which might be discussed here of whether we
slhiouiu ituguihen the hunting of humpbacks te more than four days
as it is at present, without saying whether it should be lengthened
to six or seven days, or something like that, Theat is the question. I

The CHAIRMAN: You would just like to raise a gquestion
under "Other Business" just for free deliberation without any
binding effect or recommendation, or something like that, Is that
what you mean? )

Mr. G. JAEN (Norway): I would like to know this, it is
sgreed here in the Articles by the Commissioners ",.,,unless the
subject matter hes been included in the provisional order of
business", What does it mean? Does it mean, for instance, to
take an example ,that we have made a definite proposal - which we
have not done - to lengthen the hunting season for humpbacks
from four to six days - let us say &finitely six days - instead
of saying, for instance, that you would like to discuss whether
it is wise to lengthen these days without mentioning any
definite number of days? That is the only question I ask, what

the subject matter is,

The SECRETARY: Mr, Chairman, it seems to me the point
Mr, Jahn has raised is one not connected with the specific point
th=+ T wng saking the Commission to decide, namely whether or
not a representative should, as for the last seven years, attend
the next meeting of the International Council as an obhserver,
If so, do you wish your Chairman to go as before?

Mr. Jahn is now raising a very importsant point that really
Mr, Anderson raised at the first plenary - at least I take it
to be so - as to whether it is sufficient to indicate in general
terms an smendment to the Sehedule, or whether it should be in
actusl specific terms without any doubt, I think, Mr, Jahn,

that 1s what you are saying.

Mp, G, JAHN (Norway): That is correct,
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The CHAIRMAN: Th : i i
your views. ank you very much for giving us

-

May I now e¢all upon the Secretary?

The SECRETARY: If we are now on the Item "Other
Business" I think I should report to you that in due course -
in a month or two - we shall receive an invitation from the
International Council Br the Exploration of the Bea, which is
represented at this Conference in the person of your Chairmean,
to be represented at their meeting in October, I take 1t theat
you would wish your Chairman to act as your representative as
he has done before, I know that invitation will automatically
come.,

My, F.H. CORNER (New Zemland): If this Commission is
being represented at the meeting of another internetional body
could we expect to have some report, however brief, on the
proceedings at that meeting, and the relevence of their proceedings
to this Commi sion?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, Hr, Corner, thet can easily be
done, I believe.

The SECRETARY: Mey I inform lir. Corner straight away
that the International Council for the Exploration of the Bes,
which celebrated its 50th birthday two years ago, has got a
Whaling Committee, some of whose duties are rather covered by
thie Commission. Therefore they only meet when required, usually
under the Chairmsnship of Dr. Mackintosh, but you can have all
the papers.

Mr, F.H. CORNER (New Zealand): I am really making the
point that if it is worth while for this body to' be represented
at these international meetings it is worth while having a report.
If it is not worth while having a report it is not worth while
being represented.

Mr, G, JAHN (Norway): I would like to bring up one
question, If 2 country wishes to bring something up before a
coming meeting is it necessary to formulate a definite proposal
or can it bring forward a2 guestion in another form gaying that they
wish to have that and that question discussed if they have not
made a definite proposal? I should like to get some information
on theat,

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you, I am waiting for the remarks
of the Commissioners.
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Mr. F. BETTUM (Norwa :

¥): PFirst of all, I would like to
thgnk you and the Norwegian Commissioner for giéing me this
opportunity to make a short statement.

The International Convention for the regulation of whaling
was coneluded in 1946 after representatives of the contracting
parties had decided "to conclude a convention to provide for the
proper conservation of whale stocks and thus make possible the
orderly development of the whal ing industry".

With the assistance of the Convention, the stock of whales
is to be preserved with due consideration to "the interests of
the consumers of whale products and the whaling industry".

The Commission has received data which also contains
specification of the whaling fleets which were engaged in pelagic
whaling in the Antarctic during the season 1955/1955. It is
also possible to determine, fairly accurately, the whaling fleets
which will be engaged during the coming 1956/1957 season.

As a representative for the Whaling Industry in the
Antarctic, I find it right to recapitulate the position:

During the season 1955/1956, 19 pelagic expeditions operated
in the Antarctic with 19 floating fasctories and a total of 257
whale catchers. The catching period for baleen whales lasted
58 days, which is the shortest time we have ever experienced.
During the season 1956/1957, it is expected that 20 expeditions
will operate in the Antarctic with 20 floating factories. This
is one expedition more than last year, which, on average, will
reduce the catch of each expedition by 5%.

In spite of the fact that the number of expeditions are
inereasing, it has been possible, with considerable difficulty,
to obtain agreement from the major part of the industry to conclude
an agreement which limits the number of catchers attached to each
expedition during the 1956/1957 season. The total number of
catechers has accordingly been reduced from 257 to a probable 225.
The reduction in the number of catehers used has been put into
effect in order to rationalise the production of whale oil in the
Antarctic.

It 1is necessary to draw some conclusions when one views the
whole situation.

The Sehedule limits the total number of whales that are to
be caught and according to the scientific reports which are
available, 1t will be necessary in the future to introduce still
more drastic reductions if the stoek of whales is to be preserved.
The expeditions which are sent Scuth are already larger than
necessary to obtain the totsl number of blue whale units, which
it is permitted to catch, On the other hand, we are faced with
the fact that the number of expeditions will increase from last
season to the coming season and it is reported that we can expect
further increases later on,

According to the existing Convention, it is not possible for
the Oommission to do snything about this. Ven I, as a represen-
tatlve of the industry, mention this it is to poimt out the
untenable and contradictory situation which developments involve.
In the long run, one camnnot expect that individual gompanies and
countries are going to abstain from using existing whaling
material in the most economical way, and even keep existing
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before you so I would like to keep that also for a while,

until we get the re-drafted annual Report on the table,

EUt We can certainly deal with Item 22 on the Agenda, l
Consideration of draft submitted by the United Nations

International Law Commission of Provisional Articles concern- {
ing the Regime of the High Seas". The Technical Committee

has given its view zp this guestion under paragraphe 37, 38

and 39. As you see from the Report of the Technical Committee,

no straight recommendations are put before the Commission, only
a number of questions with regard to the interpretation of

the 1.L.C.'s recommendations in connection with the-éhal
industry. Are you quite prepared to keep it in the records

of the Technical Committee as it now stands? So can I take

it, Gentlemen, that you have also accepted this part of the

Technical Committee's Report as it stands now? This seems

to be the case, so we are now left with Items 23 and 25 of

the Agenda.

|
l
we have Items 21 and 22 etill open. Item 21 is not yet ° [{
)
{
\

Item 25 is "Arrangements for Press release", which are
more or less settled. May I remind you of the fact{ that we
have set up a small Ad Hoc Committee to deal with the
interpretation of the Annual Report, and the same Committee
could aet as a body for advice with regard to the press release.
At the last meeting in Moscow, we extended the press reclease
more than in previous years, which I believe was acceptable
to you; if you can re-affirm this arrangement, I would like
to get your permiesion for the Secretarv, in cgllaboration
with the A4 Hoc Committe®, to desl .ith this press release, and
try to give the information that can be of interest to yhe
publie, i

The SECRETARY: May I say that I have a draft which
has Deen prepared by the Secretariat of a press release, but
it is impossible to consider that through the means of the
Ad Hoc Committee until we have discussed the rather important
question in Item 20 (d), but there is a draft ready so that
at a moment's notice I shall bes able to place it before the
Committee, when this meeting finishes.

The CHAIRMAN: Does that satisfy you, Gentlemen?

Mr. G. JAHN (Norway): It is all right.

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Jahn.

Before adjourning this meeting, I should like to give this
opportunity to the Commissioner of Norway to maske an mnnouncement.,

Mr., G. JAHN (Norway): I would like to glve the floor
to Mr. Bettum; he is the Chairman of the Whaling Association of
Norway, and he wishes to make a statement concerning the situation
of the whaling industry, and the affect upon the whaling industry
which your work may have in the futuree
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Dr, A. Remington KELLOGG (U.S8.A.): While we are
on the same point, Item 11 of this Schedule, if we amend that !
to read as follows, then it ends up, "except ships used '
for freezing, salting or transport of meat or other products",
then poseibly that will not reguire a Protocol. But we should
get legal advice on that.

The SECRETARY: That is what we are going to do.

Dr. A. Remington KELLOGG (U.S.A.): But I would tie
it to 11 rather than the Protocol, if this is considered
legally advisable,

The CHAIRMAN: That will be so, Dr. Kellogg, just :
in line with what the Secretary has in mind, seo I think it
will suit you. |

Mr. 4. KODAKI (Japan): As I have already said in
the Technical Commnittee, there are several other paragraphs
in the Schedule which also will affect refrigerated or
salting ships, so I do not think it is appropriate to enter
into detail at this moment. If we start arguing sbout the
amendment we have to go further than Dr. Kellogg suggested
Jjust now,

The CHAIRMAN: I hope that is quite clears The
Becretary will inform you of the result of the legal advice
in the coming year before any action is taken in connection
with this situation and what can be said to be covered by the
wording 'refrigeration ships'. I hope you will all be content
with that. May we then dispose of this Item, Gentlemen?

Now we go from the deep se& to the high air, and we have
before us Item 20 (c¢), "Helicopters". Is there anybody who would
like to make further observations with regard to helicopters in
the whaling industry? We seem to be too high in the sky at the
moments May I take it that we can dispese of this Item also?

Then we pass .over (d) for the moment, as I told you befors,
and come to 20 (e), "Amendment for the protection of blue whale
stocks in the North Pacific Ocean". We have dealt with this
also, under Item 10, and there will be no change, so we can dispose
straight away of that Item too, That means thet in fact we have
taken Jtem 20 in full, with the exceptian of dme Itam
which will come later on this afternoon; (f) has already becen
dealt with on the opening day, so we can dispose of Item 20 (f).
We cannot act fully on Items 18 and 19 as they bear very heavily
on Item 20 (d), and it seems better to keep it open for
discussion this afternoon. Therefore for this Plenary Session
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the legal situation, but I tak
it 60 &' .
be required, is that 507 £ days' notice would also

The CHAIRMAN: Yes. Thank you very much, Mr, Wall,

Mr. F,.F. ANDERSON (Australia): Mr, Chairman, I do not
think that the vway the United Kingdom has put that question will
enable a legal decision tc be given in favour of an amendment to
the Schedule being just simply carried out by the Commission.

I think Mr. Wall has been a little too embracing and it would
have been better to have confined it to obtaining legal advice
a8 to the drafting of an amendment to the Schedule which would
exempt refrigerated ships from some cof the limitations at
present applying to factory ships. That is what we want the
advice on, We have been advised that at the present time the
definition of a factory ship does include a refrigerated ship,
and you cannct get over a defect in the actual Convention by
making an smendment to the Schedule. But we could limit the
restrictions that we have vnlaced on factory ships in the Schedule
to factory ships proper and exempt refrigerated ships.

I hope I have made myself clear.

Mr. A. KODAKI (Japan): I should like to remind the
Becretary that when he handles this matter, although we always
sey refrigerated ships, it should be ships for the use of
refrigerating or salting whale meat. That is 2 more exact
expreesion and I hope the Secretary will keep that in mind.

The SECRETARY: Having heard Mr, Wall and Mr,
Anderson I would like to say that my procedure would be now to
refer this matter, in view of Mr. Wall's explanation, to our
legal adviser. If the Commission agrees I would like then
to be able to circulate to the Commission my reference to the
legal adviser and his reply. Then, in the light of that, the
United Kingdom Delegation or any other Delegation may decide
whether it is possible to draft a document for thes next Meeting.
But I would like the Comuission to have the result of this as
goon as it is available.

Mr. R.G.R. WALL (United Kingdom): May I say, firset
of all, that I should be guite happy with the way in which
Mr. Anderson has put this, which is clearer than the way in
which I put it.

Secondly, I would say to Mr, Kodaki that I am sorry I
omitted the salting ship. I would Jjust say that the ships
which are in question, and the sort of matter which is in
question is this: I am only speaking of ships which come under
the definition of factory ship solely because they engage in
freezing, salting, or otherwise treating whale meat. The
object in our minds is that guch ships should be permitted to
operate throughout the year if they are working in conjunction
with a land station or a floating factory licensed under the
Convention. I could give those words to the Secretary if you allow,
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Mr. R.G.R, WALL (United Kingdom): May I give an
explanation? The Technical Committee considered this matter
at some length on the initistive of the United Kingdom and, as
We understood it in the Technical Committee, the effect of the
Protocol yhich is at present in hand is simply to give
flexibility to the Commission in the matter of inspection
arrangements for refripge-ated ships, but we understand it is not
going beyond that point.

The point that was made in the Technical Committee was that
the refrigerated ship ought not to be clagsed as a Tactory ship
at all, at leaet not in all circumstances. But eertainly there
are circumstences in which, so the Technical Committee thought,
the refrige:ated ship should not be deemed to be a factory ship.

ow that will not be covered under the Protocol now in hand,

end the Technical Committee were not sure whether that objective
could only be secured by a further emendment to the Convention,
in which event another Protocol would be needed, or whether it
might be possible to deal, by amendment to the Schedule, with
the refrigerated ship in such a way as to take it out of the
class of a faectory ship.

That is by way of explanation, Sir, and I would like later
on to make a proposal from the United Kingdom side if you would
allow me.

The SECRETLXY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, I am very
much obliged for that exnlanation.

The CHATRMAN: Are there any further observations
in connexion with refrigerated ships?

Mr, R.C.R. WALL (United Kingdom): May I then, Sir,
make & proposal on this Item?

The United Kingdom would propose that we adopt the
su gestion or recommendation of the Technical Committee,
namely that the Secretary of the Commission should be asked to
seek the views of the Commission's legal advisers as to whether
the refrigerated ship could be taken out of the category cf
factory ship by amendment of the Schedule without first
amending the Convention, Then, 8ir, depending on the answer
to that cuestion - which I hope we might have between nov and
our next Meeting - the United Kingdom would probably wish to
bring forward a proposal at ocur next Meeting, firsetly that, if
emendment of the Convention should be necessary, if that should
be what we are told, then we should like tc ask at the next
Meeting that the Devository Government be asked to take the
necesegary steps to prepare s Protocol t¢ amend the Conventicn
and enable us in the Comniiseion to take action on the
refrigerated ship. If, hovever, ve find that the matter
can be dealt with by amendment to the Schedule, then we should
wish to move at the next Meeting appropriate amendments to the
Schedule. But I think perhaps I shiould like your guidance
here, Sir. I take it that we could not move the propeosal now
because there is neot only the point that we d not qulte know

—ne
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¥ e other countries which are not sware of the expression. I

The CHAIRMAN: Are there any further remarks with regard
to Item 20? OCan I take it that you agree that we have dealt
sufficiently with Item 20 (2) so that we can dispose of it?

Then I would like to move on to 20 (b) "Refrigerated Ships".
In the Report already referred to,you have before you the Committee's
observations and thelir remarks. Is the Commission willing or
likely to take action upon the Reports of those Committees? In
the Technical Report you will find under Item 34 and onwards that
this is discussed under the heading "Refrigerated Ships'".

The SECRETARY: Mr, Chairman, I would like you to lock
at paragraph 36. I do not know whether this is the proper time
to stress it, but I am not at all sure under 36 what exactly the
direction to the Becrctary is because we have already asked the
United States Government to include in their Protocol some
provision which would enable us at all events to alter the
Schedule for the purpose, say, of putting one inspector on a
refrigerated ship. I would like a little more guidance, possibly !
I might be sllowed to discuss this with Mr. Wall outside, as he is
Chairman of this Committee.

Mr. R.G.R.WALL(United Kingdom): May I
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in the Chaipr; Dr, G, J. Lienesch (Netherlands)

The CHAIRMAN: Will the Mceting please come to order.
I should like to apologize for the fact that, through unavoidable
olroumstances, it was impossible to convene earlier.

I should like to take up again the Items on the Agenda so
far as we have not dealt with them, with the o
exception of Item 13 of the Agenda, 20.(d) deals with "Blue- |
whale unit 1imit". %e think that we have to consider this question |
further and can manage it in the afternoon Plenary Session.
I should 1like tc meke it clear that we have to meet again this !
afternoon at three; I hope that in the meantime we shall have !
sufficient time left to deal with other items on the Agenda.

As you are aware, we take the discussions of the different
Committees in relation to the Items of the Agenda. That means '
in effect that Items 18 and 19 of the Agenda are being coasideved -
at the same time as we are speaking about the other items, with ’
the exception again of the question of cateh limit which I think
it best for us to keep for the final Meeting.

I would like now to move on to the open ltems and take
20 with all the other parts under it, (a), (v), (c), (&), (e).

About the "Observers", we have the views of both the
Scientifiec and the Technical Committecs. Would you like to
make any further comments with regard to Item 20 (a)¢%

Mr. G, JAHN (Norway): Mr. Chairman, it is not necessary
to go into this question at this time because we shall have to wait
for a very long time until we discuss the different things
concerning observers.

But I would like to draw attenti.n to the fact that when
seniority is mentioned here it only says that he has the right to
lodging and food and so on as a senior officer, he is not an
officer as such but he has to have accommodation, ete., and it is
only that whih is meant. In crder that there shall not be any
misunderstanding there, I repeat he is not an officer as such,
he ie not a military man or anything like that and he has no
standing on board as an officers, but it is only to underline
that he shall be treated in tne manner of an officer in the
matter of nourishment, accommodation and so on.

The SECRETARY:  May I explain to Mr. Jahn, Mr., Chairman,
that the wordes that appear under "Observers" were words which he
gald to me himself, and requested me to put them into fuller
English. I did show them te our Legal Adviser; but, of course,
if this matter comes up in the future and we have to move an -3
amendment to the Schedule we will go into it again and study the
wording carefully. This is only a very tentative draft.
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parties. As you will appreciate, we do not know the ultimate
result of the gorrespondence between the Norwegian and Panamanian
Governments but, whatever may be the outcomeé, occurrences like
this make it cvident that it is essential to elaborate a system
of international cbservers on the factory ships.

1
]
|
|

I wish to add that we are very gled to learn from Mr. Aleman
that the Panamanian Government intends to sign and ratify the
Protocol amending the Convention, and that he is in favour of
eg;ablishing a system of international observers on all factory
ships.

I only ask the Commission to take note of the correspondence
between the Norwegian and the Pansmenian Governments and, at the
same time, emphasize the necessity of elaborating a system of
international observers.

Mr. R. ALEMAN (Panama): Mr, Chairman, according to !
accepted and well-established principles of international law,
any given government may, if it is satisfied that it is necessary
to do so, take whatever action it may consider necessary and
convenient to protect the interests of its subjeots and citizens,

very mach respect the right
the nature of the one that we

Therefore, we do recog
of Norway to present a
are considering.

1 have no douht that the two governments involved - through
their Foreign Offices - will handle this matter in a satisfactory
way that will in all :spects be adjusted to the principles
which friendly nations should follow in gettling thelr differences.

We share the point of view of the Horwegian Delegation
regarding the future presence of international observers, &and we
sincerely believe that the adoption of such measures will prevent
any further misunderstanding

which might arise.

The CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, I think that clarifies the
matter well. It would perhaps be a good thing for us toc clear
away 1 oo,

Perhaps we can dea

Item on the Agenda on
which I believe we have : .

hed in the Flenary Session.

Dr. A. Remington KELLOGG (United States): Mr. Chairman,
the United States wishes to record ite observation that Item 15
of the Agenda points out that the Commission's enforcement system
1s capable of improvement so that the actions of’ the whaling
inspectors will be far less likely to be called into }uugtlanf
The observers anheme proposed for the Commissiony's consideration
would prove extremely helpful in thig regard,
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Now we come to Item 12 in the Technical Committee Repor

y the
do not
eém which

1
QUGﬁ'ﬁiOp of the review we have had from Mr.Vangstein, I
think there is any necd of further discussion of this It
18 also covered by the Scicntific Committee's Report.

H

make anylrumark\witn regard to Item 12%

al
C':;tk:rl.i? 1 J;EI‘&_.'K,-Z_L)

Does anyone wish t
I take it that it is ano

Then I move on to Item 13 on the Agenda ~ Blue-whale unit
limit for 1956/1957, You now have before you the Report of both
Commit tces with regard to this question. Do you think it would
be a good idea to gléep on & desision about this gquestion? A good
many of the Members present have a pleasant obligation before them,
80 it might be more convenient to deal with some smaller items on
the Agenda so that we ean adjourn, say, in 20 minutes. It seems
to be wiser to drop this Item until the next Plenary ond
take some of the smalleritems instead. Ig that acceptsbie to the
Commlission?

- - o

8o we now go to Item 14 of the Agenda - Infractions. This
is also in the Technical Committec's Report. Would anyone like
to make any observation with regard to the content of the Report
of the Technical Committee, with regard to infractions?

Mr. R. G. R. WALL (United Kingdom): Sir, as Chairman
of the Technical Ccmmittee, I think it is perhaps my duty to as
the Commission to consider the re mmendations which are contained

in paragraph 24 (a), (b) and (¢) of the Technical Committee's
Report.

The CHAIRMAN: You have all the Items before you ,
Gentlemen, (a), (b) and (e). Can you agree to the recommendations
in these three Items of the Report?

Mr. H. S, DROST (Netherlands): Yes, I agrce.

The to be no problem sbout this.
3 wi+h T4 1 2 [ Ao o )
Do you agree with Item 149 | Agreed)
s

: Norweglan and Panamanian
Governments already cireulated. anybody wish to make an

tem 15 - Corresp
observation on this Itam?

Mr. G. JAHN (Norway): Item 15 of the Agenda,
Correspondence betwseen Norwegiar Panamanian Governmenta, coples

en sent to all Governments, Members
of the Commission, and I do not consider it necesegary to go further
into it as you have all seen the correspondence, which is still not
closed, as the Norwegian Government up to now has not received an
answer to 1ts last note. I only wish to state that the information
recelved by the Norweglan Government was of &a naturce that it found
it to be ite duty to communicate it to the Panamanian Government
and all o

of this correspondence

;ner contracting
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h Dr. N. A. MACKINTOSH (United Kingdom): Before we leave
this point about blue whales in the North oifie, I am afraid 1
have not had time to read this very carefully, but I gather that |'

??e ;ropoeul_ig that there shoild e ;uru:ur rese rc‘ on the bluec
whale stock in the North Pacific in order that tho Commission

could reconsider the matter at this time next year.

]

From my own cxperience of this kind of re¢search, Mr. Chairman, '
it is a rather tell order. It is & very difficult thing to find
out how many whales there are, how the stook is goetting un, and
B0 On. Is it proposcvd to publish someéthing fairly soon? May
I say ot once that ©ll of us in the Seicntifle Committce know
that the Japeancese asuthors have been gotting on with somc very
progressive resecrch on whales in the North Pacific, but do thoy
expeot to have some really concrete information for the Commisslon
next yceoar? I should think they are doing very well 1if they do.
Or would they, perhaps, like a little longer?

Dr, A. woirman, 1t is very

difficult.to scy w definite point; but the
Cancdian Coumis ﬁl.ﬂuP that this should be !
handled in the ..n,t,tln, we shell do cur best to
collect all the dete fo I jiscussion at the next mceting.

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much
more of you than your best. 1 hope you wi
for the next Mectiing. of ":ur':t., we canno
happen in the meantime. 1 understoc >d the

Scientifiec Committcee
more time, but I Jnu
the next FPlencry

11

2y 4

df'

lid ny WO publish
results of our investigat : (e We hav
publisghed the r‘c,Jultu in ) al g md we will
to do s2. That is what I mean. It :'.u-‘,l‘-. :1'1':::'-_15:;:1.
place next ycar, certainly we ghell show you evorythling
done.
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Mr. Chairman.
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hed scome vVery
are we know

Pacific.

« on the Agenda 1s out.
the Technical Committee's

m, 80T

The CHAIRMAN : Ttem 11
as I understood w¢ have seen in

that the original proposcl of this Item is withdr:

no trouble cbout this qucestion.
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The CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, Mr, Wall,
for your introduction of this extensive Report of the
Technical Committee, May I take it that the Commission
will recelve the Repert?

We have before us now the two Reports of the Sclentific
and Techniecal Oommittees, I believe 1t 1s now a guestion
of getting you observations of the views laid down in

both Reports,

Do you agree, Gentlemen, that we should open the
discussion by going through the items of the Sclentifle
Committee's Report, and then you can compare the esquiyalent
remarks 1n the Report of the Technical Commlttee®

Mr. A, FRASBER (Canada): Mr, Chairman, would it not
be desirable to go through the items on the maln Agenda and
refer from those items 1o the discussions on them in the three
Committees that were set up by the Commission?

The CHAIRMAN: I am in the hands of the Ccmmissicon.
Is that acceptable to you, that we do it from the items of
the Agenda? You are guite aware that you have recelved the
three Reports?

Mr F. H, CORNER (New Zealand): I had no epportunity,
when Dr, Mackintosh had finished his excellent presentation
on the Scientific Committee's Report, to ask him directly any
questions because we wanted to get on gnd recelve the Technlical
Committee's Report also,

However, there is now one gusstion I should like to address
to Dr, Mackintosh as Chairman of the Sclentiflc Committee.
It is whether there was any general trend of opinion in the
Selentific Committee as to what a desirable catoh limit would
be, that is a figure ecaleculated purely on such sclentific facts
as mey be avallable,

I ask this because I have a fear, which grows stronger at
gach meeting, that the Selentific Committee tends to temper
its views by taking into account extra seientific consideratiens
Buch as the effects of the reductions upon the industry, the
possibllity that governments may not accept, or may not be
resolute enough to acecept the limits which sclentlsts might
conslder desirable, If this is so, if the sclentists in our
Committee tend to compromise or to base thelr views and thelr
recommendations on non~technieal facteors, I think this might
be unfortunate, indeed it would bve unfortunate, for the future
of the Commissicn.

The International Whaling Commission is constructed in order
to achieve the object of the Whaling Convention, whilch is to
achleve a balance between killing and replacement rates of the
whale populetlions, The Scientific Commitiee 18 expected to
present whatever facts are avallable, however unpleasant these
facts may be, The Technical Committtee, by and large, can be
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The Technical Committes were not gquite c¢lear,becsuse we
have no legal advice gvailable, whether we should have to
ammend the Convention itself in order to free the refrigerated
ship in the way that the Technical Committee think 1t should
be freed, or whether it may be possible to amend theschedule |
by the direet action »f the Commission without actually
amending the Convention itself,. In either event we
presumably oannot take any action at this Commission ‘
meeting because notice of any proposal has not been glvens !
Thg Technical Committee, therefore, rccommend :
that the Secretary of the Commission should be asked to seek the
views of the Commissions' legal adviser as to whether or
not amendment to the Convention itself is necessary before the
Commission could act in respect of the refrigerated shlps as
regards their definition as factory ships, snd that the
Seeretary of the Cenmission might then eirculate the advice
that he has received so that we might all consider the
position pefore our Ninth Meeting next year, Any delegation
may then be in a position to make a proposal within the proper
sixty days. Whether that propossl may be an amendment to the
Schedule, or whether it may be a proposal that the Depository {
Government should be asked to prepsre a Protocol for the
necessary amendment of the Conventlon, we do not know, i
there were any question of new protocols, the Technical Committee i
would certainly feel that it should be a new Protocol, that
we should not do anything which would interfere with the '
progress of the Protocol which is now in operation. !

Finally, Sir, there was a discussion on the International
Law Commission's Report which had vpeen ciroulated with ocoples
of the Commission's correspendence., The Technical Committee
recognised that they were in no position to make any recammen—
dations whatever and further that they were not in a position to
make any recommendations whatever and further that they were
not in a position to diseuss the merits of the Inggrnational
Law Commission's proposals, What we understood we mipht do
in tre Techr.icsd Committee wae to disgusg the woys 1n
which the International Law Commission's proposals might
affect whaling, In paragraph 3¢ there is a swmary of the
points which were made in the course of that discussion, the
purpose of which io clearly to draw the attention of the
Oommissioners, and through them thelr Governments, to the
ways in which this Report needs looking at in eonnectlon with
whaling affalirs,

I should add, Sir, that as stated in paragraph 39, the
Australian Commissioner obJjected strongly to the discussicn
taking place at agll, because his view was that the whole of this
matter was guite outside the Commission's jurisdietion, That is
recorded at the snd of ocur Repnrt,

I have, in going through the Report, omitted one point to
which I pertainly should have drawn attention, that is
paragraphs 26 to 30: the U.S.5.R. Crmmissioner gave the
Technical Committee a most interesting report on the use of
perous rubber fenders by Soviet expediticns in the Antarctle
last geason, The Committee were very interested to hear
what had been done and they were very pleased that the
Sovlet Commissioner expressed his readiness to have copiles

of the @rawlinpp elrculsted throuph the Booroctarint of the -
Commiselion snd, 1 thank, photogsr-phs o1 the equipment which W
hed been usuds

Thank you, Sir,
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2 The next subject was the savancement of the epening date
or the baleen season in the Antarctic, and the Technileal
Committee understood that that propogal was not, in faet,
geing to be pursued and so they have no recommendation to make,
that the existing date should not be changed.

The Norwegian "Observer" proposal, paragraphs 18 to 23:
the effective part of this section i1s paragraph 22, AB We
all know, effective action is not possible until the action
on the Protocol is completed, and the Technical Committee
are anxious that the Protocol should be preceeded with gs
quickly as possible gnd completed, They would like, through
the Commission, to sugzest that the Depasitory Government to arrange
for the signing of the Protocol without awaniting the replies
of the two remaining governments, which would presumably
accede as socn as they could thereafter,

Therefore the recommendation to the Commission 1s that
we sheuld gsk the Depository Government to take all possible
steps to ensure that the Protocol ies brought inte force in
time for the Commission to consider taking action on this
"Observer" proposal at our next mecting in 1957.

There is finally in parsgraph 23 a note that the
Australian Commissioner expressed the view that the cost of
any such scheme should be met by the Antarctlic pelagle whaling
countries themselves,

Infractions: the Technical Committee set up a speclal
sub—committee to look into the infractien returns, and the
recommendations of the sub-committee are given in paragraph 24,

The views of the Technical Committee on those recommendations
are contained in paragraph 25 and subsequent paragraphs.

I do not think, Sir, that I need take the time of the
Plenary Sesslon by going through this in detall at the moment,.
Perhaps Commissioners and Delegations would just like to read
thie without my attempting to mscke a precis of some rather
numerous and technical points.

However, I would just draw attention te the dlscussion on
lactating and milk-filled whales which 1s dealt with in
paragraphs 31 and 32, It will be geen there that in general
the Technical Committee endorsed the views of the Selentific
Sub-Committee that no bonus should be paid where the whale is
milk-filled or lactating, but they felt that there was some
clarification required on two sub-paragraphs of the & clentifilc
Sub~Committee's observations and, in fact, they have been
clarified in the Scilentific Committee's Report which 1s now
before us, :

On refrigerated ships, paragraphs 34 to 36, there was
quite g discussion in the Techniecal Committee. It 1is a rathera
compliocated situations, but the Technlical Committee
first of all feel that,while the Comnission has been legally
advised that the refrigerated ship 1s a factory ship within
the meaning of the Convention, that may not make very good
sense and may well prevent the use of refrigerated ships
in the ways in which they can best be used to ensure the full
and pest utllisation of the whale, In fact, the Technlcal
Committee feel that here is a guestion of substance into walch
the Commlssion should go,. It is complicated by the legal
position,

g ik,
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the stocks nf fin whales 1n the nermal hunting arens, There
WasS a view expressed by some representatives that that might
well be an argument for maintaining the ceiling at the moment
at 15,000, the present figure,

The recommendation of the Technical Committee is really
contained in paragraph 19, The Cemmittee pecogniee that the
Selentific Sub-Committee had recommended a limit of 14,50C
units, They were first ef all very conecerned that all
countries ghould, in fact, be held to the same celling, and
recommended accordingly. Then they found thempelves unable
to make any precise pecemmendation as to what the celling
should pe for next geason, but felt that it should be
consildered in Plenary after the views of the Sclentific
Committee had been recelved.

The next matter was quotas for individual specles,
paragraph 11, The Cemmittee felt that there are practieal
objections te any attempt to provide for quotas for the several
gspecles of baleen whale. They would net favour guch a
propraal,

The next subject was whale marking, paragraph 12, Very
briefly the Cemmittee say that they endbrse the view of the
Scientific Sub-Conmittee, that whale marking 1ls necessary
and should be contlmued within such limite as the funds
avallable permit. I think we have, in fact, taken precilsely
that geeclsion already,.

Next there is the question of the wax plugs from the ears
of whales, paragraph 13. The Committee recognise that the
collection of the wax plugs 1s »f scientific value, put they
do draw the attentlion of the Commission te the fact that
experience is limited sro far, and that there may be praoctieal
difficulties about the remeval of these plugs »n any
extensive seale, especlally when whales are being caught in
large numbers. That may well interfere with the present
techniques, at least g great deal with the actual conduct
of whaling operations, 8o the Technlcal O~mmittee would
propnse that the wax plug collection should certainly
continue, but within the practical limits that are necessarily
fixed by not interfering unduly with the actual whaling
operation; and a further point is that they wesuld like t6
gee arrangements made for Eha exabange ~f information about
the development of techniques of the collection cf wax plugs.
Some countries may have devised teehniques that are not
generally known gnd an exchange of information would seem very
desirable,

Parsgraphs 1} and 15 are the North Pacific gray whale.
The Crmmittee's view there was that they would first of all
like to know what are the views of the Scientifioc Cenmittee,
whiech we have since recelved here,

On the protection of the blue whale stccks in the North
Pacific, there was some discusslion and the Committee
eventually adepted a recommendation on the propesal of the
Canadian Cemmissioner, that there should be a thorough
geientific investigation into the state of the blue whale
stoocks in the North Pacific, and that the Commission should
not take any decision before 1957, 80 that they might flrst
ef all have the result of that investigation bef'ore them,
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Mr, G. JAHN (Norway): I second,

The CHAIRMAN: It is now proposed by Dr. Kellogg
that it should be possible to hold a meeting of the Sclentific
Sub-Cemmittee when necessary in the future, and that i T
Dr, Mackintesh should arrange the place and perhaps also the
time of such a meeting if it is neccessary to convene it.

Returning to the observation made by My, Wall of the i
United Kingdem, it is in fact true that we have just pecelved '
the Scientific Committece's Report. He proposed that we
should now take it item by item, so that after discussing
the Report it can be pooposed for acceptance. May we do 1t
in this way, Gentlemeni

I put before you the first three 1tems. Are there any
obgervations sbout them? I do not think B0O.

Mr. R. G. R. WALL (United Kingdom): Mr, Chairman, -
with respect, may 1 suggest that before we take the substance f
of the varieus items on the Sclentific Cormittee's Report, we
eught also to receive the Technical Committee's Report which
deals with some of the same items, I should like myself -

T do not know whether I am alene in this - to have these items
taken ynder our Agenda. T mean, the blue whale unit and )

gseveral of these items are on the main Agenda,

The main point is that we ought surely 1o have the two
Reports together, where the two Committees have dealt with the
gsame items, so that we know and have received the views of both
Conmittees on those items,

The CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, I pelieve Mr, Wall's
suggestion is acceptable to the Commissiecn. Am I right?

That means that I have to call upon the Chairman of the
Technical Ccmmittec to present the Report of that Committee
to the Commisslon, May I call upon Mr, Wall?

Mr. R, G. R. WALL (United Kingd~m): There were ten
of the seventeen countries represented on the Technieal
Committee, and we have placed the Report before the
Commissieners and Delegations,

The first matter gealt with was the date of the Annual
meeting, in paragraphs 3 to 7. Apert from drawlng your
attention to the fact that the Technleal Committee, en the
whole, felt that the meetings would pest be held in September,
if the gate of the Annval meeting is to be changed, I need,

I think, say no more because the matter has, in fact, been
settled in the Commission,

Paragraphs &, 9 and 10 decal with the blue whale unit
1imit on the basis of the Scientific Sub-Committee's Report,
Attention was drawn in the Technioal Commltiee to the effect '
of the opening of the sanctuary in relieving the pressure on —




The CHAIRMAN: 11l the meeting come toO ordery

We have just had the intrmduction of the Secientific
Committee's Report from Dr., Mackintosh, May I now ask for
any comments on this Report?

The Secretary will make gome pemarks clarifying nne of
the items,

The SECRETARY: Mr. Chairman, if there are no
observations on the Report, I am assuming we may regard the
Commission as having asccepted it unanimously. But I want to
call attention to the last paragraph, paragraph 13. 1 am
agsuming that in appreving this Report, the Commisslon will

leave Dr, Mackintosh as before, to call the SBub-Committee if
he thinks it necessary, after consultation, to fix the time of
the Bub-Committee, to fix the place of the Sub=Committee.
It will be gesumed that the same countries will he 1nvitua to
send delegates: that is, Norway, Holland, France, U.K.,
U.8.8.R., Japan and Australia.

T A - 7T . 1w =1 r-.\ . o | P 1 "
Mr. R. G. R, WALL (United Kingdom): Mr, Chaimman,
the Secretary was saying, as I understood it, that we are now

approving the Scientific Committee's Report.

Mr. R. G. R. WALL (United Kingdom): We are pecelving
the Report, that is all we are doing at the moment., We shall
take the several items one by one.

The CHAIRMAN: You would like to take them one by
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one

Mpr. R. G. R. WALL (United Kingdom): We must take fthe
several items under their proper headings. At the moment we
are doing no meore than recelving the Report.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, that is correct,

Dr. A. Remington KELLOGG (U.S.has): Mr, Chairman, I
so move that Dr. Mackintesh be authorised by the Commission to
call a meeting »f the id Hoe Sub-Coummittee at his dlscretion
with the countries as the Oontracting Covernments as read by
the Secretary.

.
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not apply in quite the same way to the total number of whales ﬁ
taken; but If you take those over lengths round about sexual |

maturity then there is a slight reduction. We thought that was l
& point to watch next year, and if there were a further reduction

it would be something of which we should take notice. As we say .
in our Report, there appears to be a slight increase in the | B
proportion of immature whales. I am not sure that that is quite n
acaurate because 1t applies rather to blue whales than to the rest. r

The question of a comparison of the condition of the whales,
or the sizes and so forth of the whales, taken in different areas,
we thought was on the whole rather too complicated a guestion for
us to discuss in an hour or two's work in the Committee. That is
a matter which, in any case, would need to be examined in connexion
with blological materiel collected, for example, in Area I, which
is a thing we cannot deal with until we have a little more time
and perhaps even data for more than one year, So we have no
particular view on that point.

We then went on to disouss the relation between the stock (
of baloen whales taken off the coast of South America by stations,
for example, in Chile, Peru and Ecuador, if there are any stations
there — and I do not think there are - in relation to the whales !
in the Antarctic. Our opinion is backed by fairly good scientific
evidence, at least by analogy with what we know takes place in '
other places. OQur opinion is that they are of the same stocks
taken off South Amsrica as esre found in Area I in the Antarctic
which 18 the eastern pasrt of the former sanctuary area. S0 that
whales taken in Area I are the same stocks as the whales taken off
the oasst of South Amerlca.

The second point we made was that the South American States
which are not part of the Convention appear, so far as we can
undergtand, to have pretty well the same rules on, for example,
minimum lengths, as are used by the Commission. I think there
ig & glight differencein the case of sperm whales where the
minimum length applies to whales taken for local consumption as
food. I should say that we have no information as to the length
of whales taken pelagically off the coast of Peru, and we do
emphasize again our view that the sperm whales taken, either there
or in any part of the world, should have the minimum length ?f,

I think, thirty-eight feet, which was adopted by the Commission,

or at any rate som¢ minimum length round about thirty-five or
thirty-nine feet, It is a matter of very great importance that
this should be observed, 1 believe it is thirty-eight fc¢§ fo?
pelagic whaling and thirty-five feet for shore whaling, which is
the Commission's mle. We have no information on the lengths of
sperm whales taken off Peru of which there have been a considerable
numbers

I do not think I need Bay essees
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The CHAIRMAN: Yes, we have settled that. That is fine.

Repor¥$y 1 assume that we have unanimously approved the Finance

Mr, F, H. CORNER (New Zcaland): We have not approved
every Item, have we? We have only received them; but we have
to propose the whole Report. We do not agree with the lasi
half of July, for instance.

The CHAIRMAN: We dealt with it on the Agenda, 2Lth Junc.
It has already been approved in Flenary Sesslon.

_ Would you like me to propose the acceptance of the Report and
aak for a seconder and take a vote?

Mr. F. H. CORNER (New Zealand): I raise no objection.

The CHAIRMAN: Can it be accepted that this Report
is unanimously agreed also? (Agreed) Thank you Very muche

The next Item on the Agenda is Item 9, the Report of the
special Scientifie Sub-Committee. That has been dealt with by
the Sclentifio Committee, and we now have befor. us a draft report
which 1s Document X.

May I call upon the Chairman of the Scientific Committec
to give a presentation of this R eport?

Dr. N. A, MACKINTOSH (United Kingdom): I rather hope
that this is the final Report becausec we went through the draft
this morning and madeyour final corrections on it.

Perhaps 1 ghould say first t+hst we had a rather long agenda
for this meeting and there was really more to do than was possible
to discuss adequately from the seientific point of view in the
time avallable. But I think we have covered the maln points
and have come tc the decislons which we should have reasched if
we had had even more time.

The first point in the report is the cateh statisties for
1955/1956. We thought these were material which it would rcally
take a very long time to digest thoroughly and, to make the most
of them, it would need a Very long study by geveral people in
gonjunction with other material. But from what we could see of
them there were one or two points which we notice, or which we
did not notice. For example, we did not notice any very outstan-
ding changes in theé general trend of the catches. That is to say,
there were no changes which would indicate a very serious or abrupt
change in the condition of the stock.

However, there were certain points. There was & slight
reduction over all prevlious ycars in the average size of the whales
It does

taken, if one oonsiders the whales over certain lengths.




- A9 =

who is finding the other £500, and that is reslly what I wanted
to know,

_ The CHAIRMAN: Perhaps you are asking Dr. Mackintosh
to dlsploac g secret. I mean tc say, he gave the impression
that there is not much more meney neceéssary for whale marking
than the Commission's contribution and 50 he has found 1t possible
to fill the gap. Now the gap is a little bit wider and we have
the impression that he wents more support from e¢lsewhere to keep
whale marking on the same scale. But I am not sure whether
whale marking will be drastically restricted because of the fact
that tnere is £500 less available from th¢ Commission. There
has been a slight diminishing in our efforts, but it is not a
cut in whale marking becausc the Commission's contribution is
cut down by 50%.

Dr, N. A. YACKINTOSH (United Kingdom): As far as whale
marking next season is concerned, it will not be reduced on that
account because the marks are alrcady ordered and they have got
to be paid for somehow. So we have got to find the money. But
I would not guarantee anything about what will happen in the year
after that.

The SECRETARY: I should like Mr. Wall to have his
question answered, because I feel there are certain points
here which I can deal with perhaps as finence is my special
point. I think I am right in saying that this Commission have
never seriously said they must have a sum in their estimates
for whale marking; but two y.ars ago it was found that we had
a very large balance and Dr. Mackintosh's Scientific Committee
said, "Can you spare any of it for whale marking?" and it was
dceided to use £1,000 of that balance for whale marking. One
of the main reasons I do not think you realize is bocause Dr.
Kellogg was belng badgered by his Finance people in the United
Btates to stop ue carrying a large balance and, now we¢ have got

a small balance, they are asking us why we are not carrying more.

The estimate for next year, which is laid before you, is
eptirely my arffair and nobedy assists me with it. I have put
down £500 because I thought Dr. Mackintosh would persuade us to
have some more whale marking and I felt, in view of what Mr.Jahn
has so clearly said, that we could not supply more than £500.

Ag far as I am concerned, I would ratherle.ve it in the balence.

The CHAIRMAN: Are there any further comments on this
Item? If not, I should 1ike to take the next Item on the
Finance and Administration Committee's Report, paragrepyh (6).
No remarks? (7), (8), (9)%

What is left is the final word@ing of the Report. Are
there any comments on 1t°?

Mr. G. JAHN (Norway): We have already settled that.
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The CHAIRMAN: Thank 1, Mr, We a) k yo
: nk you, Mr. Wall. May I ask your
attention for & moment for our Scératury.

The SECRETARY: May I just point out that if Mr. Wall
will look at the financial statement which is under 3 you are
asked to approve, on the recommendation you will see that £1,000
is there entered as having been spent on whale marking, or
sclentific research, but it was in fact on whale marking.

Mr. R. G. R. WALL (United Kingdom): Yes, well that
answere one question; but the next question then is: are we
going to do less whale marking in the coming year?

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr Wall. Perhaps Dr. Mackintosh
can give someé indication of what is in the minds of the Scientific
Committee.

Dr, N. A. MACKINTOSH (United Kingdom): I ought to
gtart by saying that the £1,000 we were allowed last ycar has
been spent almost entirely on the cost of whale marks. Whale
marking involves the use of ships for which wé have n> money and
for which we have been dependent on the gencrous help of the
whaling companies. Now the position is that we have rartly through th
British Government - through the National Institute of Oceanography -
partly the Norwegian Government - through the State Institute for
Whale Research - and several other Governments in one way or
another have contributed to the cost of supplying whale marking
equipment. We have ordered four thousand new marks to be ready
for this year and £4,000 will be found in some way or another,
partly by the N,1,0., partly by other Governments; and we have
always regarded the contribution from the Commission's funds not
as a 1imit to what we can do but as a very helpful contribution
which relieves us and various Governments of the burden of
supplying the whale marking equipment.

Now as far as I can understand the position it seems that
the more the Whaling Commission can spare the more the cost is
evenly spread over the Gifferent contributors, as it is poesibly
a little unevenly distributed. But it would be very difficult
to say Jjust how much one Government contributed and how much
another does.

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, Dr. Mackintosh.
I think thie information is quite well known and the question
now is whether or not we are to have one hundred per cent whale
marking.

Mr, R. G. R. WALL (United Kingdém): I understand that
the amount of whale marking, and the number of whale marks
provided, is not in fact going to be reduced in the next year
but that somebody else is going to find the £500 by whieh the
Oommission is reducing its own budget. I am not very clear

i
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Mr, G. JAHN (Norway): Lastjecr wo could carry over more than
£1,000, but this year only £700. You know, if something were to
happen, 1f for instance some of the countries are delayed in
paying their contributions, the Seeretary would have no funds.

IF may be that sometimes it is necessary for the Secretary to
vislt you or to go to & conference in another country or something
like that but he would have nothing, he would have no funds left.
There 1s in reality no money in the budget to allow for things
which may happen in the year. Thercfore, we cut down the
contribution from £1,000 to £500.

You must be aware that we have come to that decision under
fire, but I take it up now. In reality we contribute only £150
to the Commission and that was settled in 1946, What is the
value of £150 today? I think it is marvellous that you can draw
up a budget with a balance as it is now; but more work may come
up for the Commission in time to come, and I think even if we
have proppsed, for instance, £150 for the coming year, we must
really pguard the contribution.

T would like to draw attention to the fact that same
countries - for instance my own country - pay £150 - and Sweden,
who has ns whaling base or land station £150. We should
in faect have & system where we took g w many floating
factories or land stations each country has and made an amendment
to the sontributions from the countries, it need not be very much.
If it were, for ir £50 or so, it would help us very muche.
That is not to be i at this moment, but I draw the attention
of the Commissioners to that idea.

ha

But as for this year, I do not think it will be wise to take
from the £700 the sum of £500 because then he would only have
£200 left. Then if two countries were not to pay up in due
time,thelr contributions would amount to £: J,and then there
would be ne funds to cover the expenses which might arise.

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Jahn,. Are you content
with the answer, Mr. Wall?

Mr. R R, WALL (United Kingdom): Well Sir, as 1
understand it, the amount allocated to whale marking is being
reduced because the state of the Commission's funds and the
alternative would be an inerecase in the annual rate of
contribution. What concerns me a l1little is whether we should
in faet reduce the amount allocated to marking as a2 matter
of policy. What was the sum spent last year, Sir? Was it
£1,000, or was it something less and, if we are allocating only
£500 for this rear, are we going to spend less ci whele marking
and is less whale marking going to be done? That, perhaps, is
a matter rather to address through you, 8ir, to the Chairman of
the Scientific Committec, But before we take a decision on
this I would like to know clearly where we stand in this matter
in regard to whale marking.

!
|
|
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The OHAIRMAN: Thanik you, Dr. Kellogg, for your
presentation of the first provisional report of this Ad Hoc
Committee, May I ask the Commissioners if they have any
comments on this report? S0 may I conclude that the Commission
accepts that from the Ad Hoe Committee at the moment? That is
to say that although perhaps during tomorrow we will have & new
draft Annual Report before the Commission - so that we can take
that into consideration in the Plenary Session - you accept the
activity of the Ad Hoe Committee ss set out nows

I think we can leave this item for the time being; we
will get more details later.

May I then, Gentlemen, move on to the next Ttem of the
Agenda? You have before you Document IX, the Report of the
Finance and Administration Committee, Msy I request the ]
Chairman of this Committee to present this Report to the Commission.
I give the floor to Mr. Jahn of Norway.

Mr, G, JAHN (Norway): Mr. Chairman, is it necessary
for me to read the whole Report; or have you all read it?

Mr. A, FRASER (Canads): May I suggest that we take
the Document as having been read?

The CHAIRMAN: There is a proposal made By the
Commissioner of Canada that the Document should be token
as.read, so that we do not need to have it all over &£gain. Can
you accept that? Would somebody here second this proposal from
Canada?

Mr., F., F. ANDERSON (Australia): I will seconde

The CHAIRMAN: It has been seconded by Mr, Anderson
of Australia, which meens there is general agreement that there
is no necd to read it out at this Plenary Sessioon. 18 that
acceptable to the Commission? (Agreed) So thoe Report of the
Finance Committee is unanimously accepted withouat having @ full
presentation,

Now to get on to the Items of the Report: .are there any
remarks on paragraphs(1), (2), (3), (L)%

Mr, R, G. R, WALL (United Kingdom): I s«e, 8ir, thet the
Committee propose that only £500 should be allocmte'd to the
whale marking against £1,000 last year. I have .noth yet myself
had the opportunity of reading the Scientific Commitgee's
Report, or of knowing what their recomnendations may e, but
does thissquare with the Scientific Committec's views, Or what is
the reason for reducing the allocation for the whal.e ma rking?

3
|
|
]
|
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Dogument XITI0

INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION

EIGHTH MEETING
Segsion of Thursday, 19th July, 1956

In the Chair: Dr, G. J. Lienesch (Netherlands)

The OHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, will the Meeting please come
to order. The third Plenary Session of the Commission is now

open.

The Secretary has to make some remarks before we can
proceed, so will you pleasse give him your attention.

(The SECRETARY made announcements about various documents
that had been distributed).

The CHAIRMAN: I should like to proceed now with the
next Item, which is the question of the Ad Hoc Committee you set
up at the previous Plenarg Session to PGlblGLP thL way in which
the AnnuLl Report n ;Lt be changed. You want o rc typical
rrfir I belicvo in tho innucl necport; and I should likc

request Dr. Kcllogg of the U.S.A., to make clecar to the Commission
what h g beocen done up to now by the Ad Hoe Committoc.

Dr. A. Remington KELLOGG (United States): Mr. Chairman,
ag you have stated, the Ad Hoec Committee met this morning to
consider the draft report now before the Commission and they have
made the following provisional recommendations.

As regards the future, the format of thu rufort should be
substantially altered so as to make 1t cloor, : nong othox thinys,
to what the purpose of the Commission is, heu they caeme into being
and the extent and importance of the whaling industry, with
considerably more figures.

The Secretary is to prepare a detailed lay-out for the
future which will be submitted to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman
of the Commission and to Mr, Corner who is here in London.

If' these future proposals are approved by this Sub-Committee,
they will be circulated to the Commission and, in the absence of
observationa within & specified time, will form the basis for
next year's report. )

As regards the draft report now before the Commiesion, the
Committee find it impossible at the present time to produce an
éntirely new draft, but they have LndLLVUHPbd to improve by
verbal and other amundments the cxisting draft,

The Committee have not completed their work in this connexion,
and will report again later.

as
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Dr, N. A, MACKINTOSH (United Kingdom): I think
that will depend to some extent on the chgd o% duplicating.
We may be able to finish our meeting this afternoon, I hope
80, if we are golng to meet in committee again now; but it
will take a little time to finish drafting the report, and
I suppose the Committee will want to go through the draft
before they are finally satisfied with it.

The CHAIRMAN: That is guite clear. I would like
you to get sufficient time tomorrow morning to look over the
draft reports of the different Committeces, and it seems to
me that it would be more convenient if we have the next
Plenary Session in the afternocon at 2,30, so you have a full
free morning to settle everything before the Plenary Session.
Is that agreed, Gentlemen?

The SECRETARY: We shall do our utmost to have the
papers ready tomorrow morning, but may I suggest that, even if
you do not meet until 2,30 in Plenary, you should come here
for coffee at 11.00, so that you can collezct what papers are
then available. I am assuming that that will be convenient,
and that being so, may I say that I have asked for tea at 3.30.

I understand that Mr, Wall and his Technical Committee
will meet immediately thereafter, and that means that we cannot
have a meeting of the Drafting Committee until Mr. Wall's
Committee has finished, because he is on the Drafting Committee.
Also I would ask the Finance Conmittee to meet immediately after
tea for a few minutes only in order to sign their report, which
is now ready for them.

The CHAIRMAN: If that is clear, then I propose
that we adjourn this meeting until tomorrow afternoon at 2.30.

(The Conference adjournsd at 3.30 Pem, )




Dr., J. M. MARCHAND (South Africa): 1 " ']
Mondayv 2L|-th Junr:,-, ( ® ) PI‘G_IC.‘OBC

ir, 4. KODAKI (Japan): I second.

The CHAIRMAN: There is a proposal by Dr. Marchand i
that it should be the 24th. and this is seconded by Mr. Kodaki, | 4
May I take it that there is general agreement that the 24th June .
would suit you®? I do not believe we need a poll for this
minor matter, so we will take it that 24th June will stand as
the opening date for the coming Annual Meeting of the International
Whaling Commission in 1957,

The BECRETARY: I am recording that as agreed.

The CHATRMAN: /s we have no reporte before us of /
the Technical and Scientific znd Financial Committees, we come
to the end of the items on the Agenda, but I should 1like to
request the Commissioner of Norwey, if he is willing, to say
something about Item 15 on the Agenda, Correspondence between
the Norwegian and Panamanian Governments; 1if he says he is '
not prepared to discuss it, it is all right of course, but
he has the opportunity to explain something nbout it.

Mr. G, JAHN (Norway): I am not prepared to take
it up at this moment.

The CHLIRMAN: Then we will keep it in mind for a
later meeting,

I would like to eall your attention to the fact that
you have the verbatim report before you of the opening Plenary
Session, and I would ask you to look for corrections, so that
if there are any misprints you can point them out to the Secretary.

The SECRET/RY:

. Th If in fact, Mr. Chairman, you are
going to adjourn this meetir
ti

ng now, I think it would be desirable

for you to inform the meeting of the next Plenary Session. We
are working rather against time now, but we shall have some more
documents circulated tomorrow morning, Would 11.3%0 tomorrow
morning, after coffee, be all right for the next Plenary Session?
We shall sit then continuously, as far as I can see, until we have
finisned. That, of course, is assuming you have all the papers,

The CHAIRMAN: 1Is that possible, Gentlemen? Doeg that
give enough time for the Chairmen of the Committeegs to get their
papers through?
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The SECRET.RY: I wonder whetler I might he M
Ccrncr.. When it was proposed that there might&be anlgltg}a-
tion I jotted down for my own guidance all the various points
that might arisc, and T want the Commiscion to understand that
if an alteration of the Scheduls were passed at a Commission
Mecting in the last fortnight of July it could not come into
operation,even if we posted it the next day, until about 5th
November - that is just in time, If there ip asn objection,
as Secrctary I have neo slternstive but to notify all concerned
and it has to remain inaffective f'or snother ninety days; that
takes you to 5th February.

Mr., R. G. R, J4IL (Unitcd Kingdom): May I answer the
question which Mr., Corner has put to me through the Chair?

If we had a July Meeting on the understanding that anything
then done should not apnly until the scason after the following '
onc, mich of my point would, I agrec, be met. The only thing f
then would be that thersc would not have been full ime to study '
the catch data for the preceding scason, If you were to have a
meeting in July but the measurcs were not to opergic for eighteen L o
monthe it would simvly secem to us that you might as well have a f
1ittle more time in which to study the data from the precedin
season with your indusiry. But again, if it is a matter of
convenicnce that Commissioners £ind it cegiler to meet in July |
than in September we should be content.

Dr. J. M. MARCHARD (South Africa): I wish to point
out thet there has been no secconder yet for Mr. Wall's proposal.
Therefore, I shall teke thc ouportunity of scconding this propo-
sal that e hold the Meeting in the last week of September or
the first week of October. But I want tc make it clcar that we
in South Africe are not dogmatic sbout it; 4if the majority
prefer July, we are prepared to go along with that,

The CHAIRMAN: Arc there any further comments?

The SECRET.EY: i mo

notion has been moved by Mr., Jahn
of Norway and seconded by Dr. Ke

vég of the United States that
should be held in the last
half of Junec,

To that there has becn moved an emendment by Mr. Waell of
the United Kingdom, scconded by Dr. Marchend of South Africa,
that the Mecting should be held cither in the last week of
September or in the first week of October.

With your permission, Sir, I propose now to poll the
Commission on tle amendment. May I meke it quite clear that
whichever of these motions becomeseffsctive you will still have
to instruct me under Item 2L of the Agenda as to the exact date
on which I am to summon the 1957 Meeting.

Now may I poll tlie Commission on the amendment, which is that
the Meeting should be held in the last week of ScPtcmber or the
first week of October? Will thesec in favour say yes' and those
to the contrary say 'no’.
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the Spring. But may I then ask a question to the Chairman of
the Scientific Committee: could he explain to us why the
Selentific Committee think that a later date than July is not
desirable? There are no reasons given here, and I should like
to know what they are.

The CHAIRMAN: Perhaps Dr., Mackintosh would take this
opportunity to make clear what is behind the Seientifioc
Committee's recomunendatlion.

Dr. N. A. MACKINTOSH (United Kingdom): I did not guite
realize that this particular question would be raised now and 1
have not got 211 my notes with me, but I think I can tell you
that the Committee was mainly influenced by the thought that
if the Meeting were in the Autumn,and supposing we thought that
some urgent steps were needed in relation to the whaling ’
regulations, then it would not be possible to put anything into
force until virtually a year and a half later.

There has been raised the possibility that supposing the
gtatistics of the past season, which were ready say in May or ’
June, were examined and we saw something which scemed to be a -
warning when taken with the general trend of the catches over
the recent years, then possibly a special meeting of the
Commission could be called; but we really wondered whether
seriously that is practicable. It is perhaps not for the
Scientific Committee to say whether they think it practicable
or not, but in fact there are Members of the Scientific Committee
who have experience of these things, and we had to take that
point into conslderation. We felt rather doubtful whethewr, in
fact, people like the Commissioners here - who are all peopile
with other matters to attend to as well - might find it
exceedingly difficult if they were called to a special meeting.
I think that was the main point which was in our minds,

We did also consider the possibility of a meeting iln the
8pring, but we felt that we did want at least to have some 1ldea
of what the recent season's catches were. We do not attach
first-class importance to having the statistics in full, but
it is important toknow something sbout what has been golng on
and, all things considered, we thought it would be difficult to
have it before the beginning of June,

I may have forgotten one or two points, but I think those
are the main points,

Mr. G. JAHN (Norway): When I mentioned...
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is a good desl of résponsibility upon the shoulders of the

Y
Chalrmen of the Committees who have to make their reports to put

bef'ore the Flenary Seggioneg,

This time we have befops us Document XV dealing with Item 6

of the ﬁgenda "Possible alteration of the date of the Annual
Meeting", I hope you have all seen the contents of this
Document XV ang would like to give us your comments upon the

reactions of the three Committees who have dealt with this question

in their discussions,

Do you want to g0 through it quickly? Is there any
comment on D ocument XV%

Mr. G. JAHN (Norway): Mr. Chairman, regarding this
document we have before us, the position on the Technical,

Secilentific and Finance Committees is not the same, so that there apg

in reality three different standpoints.

It seems that all the dates are inconvenient, July is
inconvenient, September is inconvenient and the Spring is

inconvenient, We are having the Meeting in the latter part of

July now, The Bnglish industry says it gives them very short
notice. On the other hand, as has been stated by several
Members, September gives good notice for the companies, but it
may be inconvenient for other reasons,

I did not mention during the last discussion the question
of observers, When 1t will be possible to have the new
paragraphs in the Convention ratified we have to arrange for
ocbservers and if it is September it is too late,

Why not meke some concession and say that the Meeting
shall be held in summertime, preferably in the latter half of
June? That would give the English industry more time. Most
of the statistics are there and we do not run the risk of being
in a very difficult position if something happens.

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Jahn. May I as¥ the
Commissioners if they have any further comuents?

Mr, R, G. R. WALL (United Kingdom): I notice, Sir,

that the Scientific Commit tee in effect suggest that the meeting

should be held in June or July. If the meeting were held in
June I would not myself think that the argument which we have

raised is very much affected, because if the meeting were in June

the difficulty vis-A-vis the whaling industry is not very

significantly changed from what it is if the meeting 18 held in

July. Rather than change by just one month I would feel that
you might just as well leave the meeting where 1t is; more
eéspecially because, if you do then advanse the meeting by only
one month, we are in great difficulties about the catch data
for the preceding season which, when we have to travel te the

meeting, are barely in our hands before we leave our countries.,

The June meeting would accentuate that difficulty, to my sind,

without significantly assisting things from the industry's point
of view. 80, with 81l respeet to this recommendation, I would
feel myself that the real cholce is still between the AutumrA and
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we are,

I think, Gentlemen, we have had a full
question in this plenary session. We ean
further consideration in the different Com

varimsus opinions can pe gettled more defir 1an has

been the case here, It was pnotthe idesm this problem
at once, However it must be solved. Nearly every month

has been mentioned round the table here, but on the whole the
average seems to be July. Nevertheless, we must wait and
See what can be brought forward in the three Committees,

I sheould now like to bring to an end this dlscusaion on
Item 6 of the Agends and adjourn this plenary session for
today. We have dealt with g1l the Iter >f the Agenda and
allocated the relevant enes to the vari

us Commlittees,

I will now adjourn enary session until r
Wednesday afternoon, dep on how the Committees get on.
I hope that all the members nominated this morning

r

I to the
different Cemmittees, will take part in the giscussion of thelr
Ccmmittee tomorrow at 10 a,m., so that can speed up slightly
the proceedings of this Annual Meeting,

Thank you very much fer this discussion, This session

is adjourned,
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may then be g danger signal, and if we had further evidence
that the stock was falling in number, we might then think

that the situation was getting rather serious, But if the
next meeting were not until September or October, we should
be able to dv pothing until the season of 1958 te 1959, That
18 gll T wanted to make clear,

i
,5
1

The CHAIRMAN: That makes the position g 11ttle more
complex I imagine,

The SECRETARY: Mr, Chairman, I take no part in this
matter, but I did want to plead that if this matter is going to
the Committees, it should go to the Finance Committes
because, although it may be a very minor matter, an alteration
of the date will have, I will not say anything more than,

{
repercussions on finance and would make it easier for us to /
find ourselves without any money. I hope this matter will
g0 to the Finance Committee, There may prove to be i
difficulties, but I am sure they can all be overcome.

!

The CHAIRMAN: This is only to get a general
impression reund +he table, but it will be gealt with further
in the Committees,

Mr, F. F. ANDERSON (Australia): We realise, of
course, that the pelaglc expeditions sre the ones we want to
watch very carefully, but I aslse think the shore stations
have to be taken into consideration. July or the end of
June suits us quite well, although it means that the
industry's representatives must pe away from thelr stations
when they are actually working, This might not sBeem very
impcrtant to the pelaglic people, put it is Almportant to the
land stations., We are quite satisfied with July as it
stands; we do not like the idea of extending to October, and
if it is g cholce between April or September, we would
rather have September, because we pealise that we would then
have the figures, We are not using the reason why one
distinguished member said he eould nect live in his ecountry
except in a certain month. As far as we are concerned, we
would be ecoming inteo the winter away from the summer, and we
would not like it very much. But that is our viewpcint,
that we would pather have Septembe: than April, but we would
preferably pather leave it as it is,

Mr. H. 8. DROST (Netherlands): Having listened to
&1l these comments, I should 1ike t0 propose that we keep July.

The CHAIRMAN: That is another view, to stick where




APril, but if it comes to the point that we have to make

A sudden deecision, then September will be too late. However,

if that should happen, we could convene a meeting at another
date, so I propose that we change to September, I do not
like July; that is the only month when it is worth living
in Norway,

Dry N, A, MACKINTOSH (United Kingdom): May I ask
a questlon from the Norwegian Delegation? How soon would
they be pble to get some information on, for example, length
statistics for the whaling season? Would it be possible to
have gome by April?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, the second half,

Dres No A. MACKINTOSH (Urited Kingdom): We have
information on the ecatech; I am not sure whether we have it
cn the length statistics,

Mr, E. VANGSTEIN (Norway): It is impossible to
have these lengths before the middle of July.

Dr, A, Remingten KELLOGG (UsS.Ah.): In view of the
faot that you cannot get length statistics until July, it
seems to me that that would mitigate any consideration of
having a spring meeting, pecause 1t is important to the
Sclentific Cemmittee to have the figures on the lengths, I
belleve that it might be advisable to meet in the first week
cf October pather than September,

re there is more than one

The CHAIRMAN: Theref
lve pround the normal date for

Q
posslbility, but they sll revolv
the meeting, July. Every Delegation has made its
observation, but it is not yet clear to me whether there is
a mdJority in favour of some other date than the normal time
for meeting, July, It seems to fit 4in quite well between
cther intepnational meetings, but from what support there is
for a change I got the impression that mere people are in
favour of moving tc the fall than to the spring,

e
o
e

Dr, N. A. MACKINTOSH (United Kingdom): May I add
something to what I gaid in explanation? The point I had %
mind wae that, according to the statistics which we have now
seen, I gather from a rather rapid glance that there has bes
a slight fall in the average size of the blue, fin and
humpback whales, if one takes those over a certain length,
From the sclentific point of view, I belleve we shall think
that that 18 not very significant in itself, put if, after
next season, there is a further grop in the average gize, it

n

Il




Dr. J. M. MARCHAND (South Africa): My, Chairman,
Mr. Wall of the United Kingdom has covered the ground very
thoroughly, I would say, on this matter, and we from South
Africa feel exactly the same on this matter as those of the
United Kingdom. I am afraid that I cannot gquite agree with
Mr, Jahn that the statisties are of ne value,

T
i

Mr, G. JAHN (Norway): I 4id not say that, I
have worked with this from the befinning, you knew.

Dr. J. M. MARCHAND (Scuth Africa): Perhaps I used
the wrong word, tut Mr., Jahn inferred that the statistice were
not very important in the way which we would like toc have them
before we come to this meeting, I may say that in the
Sclentific Committee we hear that complaint dall the time at
every session, that people have not i time to study the
statistlcs of the last geason, On this particular occasion, i
I may say, as far as I am concerned, I got the latest
statistice at about four o'clock on Pri afternonn,

There was hardly time to study 1 ies of the last |
season gnd come and 8lt in this gz How anybody is
going to get gtatistics in time eve ) have g cursory )
glance by April, I do nct know. ! if thi Mmatigg

o July, we would

changed we would

feels that they do not want
be prepared to keep July; if id
prefer to have September,

Mr., G, JAHN (Norway): I have not sald that
statisties were very unwelcome, They are very valuable for
the catch of humpbacks, for instanee; but what I have saild
is that you ecannot, from international statistics, say
anything definite about the stock of fin whales in that
distriot; 1t is Impossible so far as the statistics are

concerned now, Yeu eannot say this from the general
statistles, you must have nther information and what is in
the international statisties of whaling. That 1s what I

meant,

m g b - - - s e 3 —~

'he CHAIRMAN: Commisslioner ~f the
United States somethin the discussion about n
posgible alteration?

It I think most

ared to railse, have

Dr. As Remington

¢f the points that we might
already been raised,

y): As
the spring very much, I sald that f

Mr, G. JAHN (Norwa L sald, I do not stress
September was convenlent
gteps, I am not againset

a better month than

1f it were necessary to take certs
September; 1 think it is in some
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The CHAIRMAN: Thank you, N W here
other comment on this Item on thé x&eig;?:all. i

Mr., G. JAHN (Norway): I have listened to the arguments
ggg?eég: U?ited Eingdom and in many respects I agree with tsgm.
e r 1s not convenient if it is necessary tc take some
sy ediate steps. We cannot expect the whales to prepare
X emselves for the season so that we get the information in
September or October or something like that.

The Spring, on the other hand, is in many respects betters

It is argued that the statisties will not be there at that time,
but I think we can prepare the statistics even as early for this
Commission as has been done for the meeting of the Scientific
Committee, and I do not think that the International Whaling
Bpatistics will be of very much conseguence for supplying the
figures for only one year. If you could put the méeting in

the latter half of the last days of April what difference would
it make? You could get the same statistics as you have now.
You could not print it, but it is not printed now nor is it for
last season. But you could get it in the form in which you now
have it, almost the same thing.

Qut it is another thing for Japan, that is a more difficult
question which they have to settle with their Government. I
recognise that.

The only thing I have against September is that if 1t 1is
necessary to summarise, to take steps which we cought to apply to
the coming season, we cannot do it when we take such steps in
September. It is not possible to carry it through. The guestion
is then Tor September inh time to bring in-new regulations for the
coming season, and we shall have to wait for firteen months?

I do not think, however, that it is necessary to go down fifteen
months; I hope it will not be necessary from 15,000 to 10,000
When do we have & season when we take 15,000 and then mast go down
and have the collapse of the whaling industry and we cannot indicate

it any more?

Ss to me it is not so important whether you take Beptember
or the Spring, but from the Norwegian point of view we prefer
the Spring because even July is late for the coming season.
I think the Spring or the beginning of May is the best and, as
to the whaling statisties, I think we will get sufficient
information at that time -~ the Scientific Committee get sufficient
jnformation - and I do not think that you go mere thoroughly
into the statistics than the Seientific Committee does. I do
not have the impression that many of the Commissioners study
international whaling statistics from beginning to end or read
throughs I think that is not the most important thing, the
most important thing is their treatment of the figures and all
other information by the Seientific Committee from the
international whaling statisticss Last year I promised to look
into it as to whether we could see from that the whaling stocks,
the fin-whale stock, but in reality the international whaling
statistics say Very little sbout it. It mey happen that it shows
something but we can get Very 1ittle evidence on fin-whales from

the statistics, whereas we can for blue whaleésS. When the Tin-
whaleg are as scarce ag the plue whales it will show it, but up
to now it has been very difficult to see it from those statistics
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. But more important than thet £ rom our aspect is that by
meeting in July the fate of the Commission's recommendations is
not, or may not, be settled until even as late as November, and
}ong before November the whaling industry have made all their
arrangements for that season and indeed, of course, the fleets
are on their way.

We feel in the United Kingdom that we should pay as much
attention as we possibly can to the proper requirements of the
whaling industry of our own and every country. This may not
have mattered quite so much a few years ago when we were not
changing the catch ceiling very often or by a very great amount,
but in the last year or twe we have been changing the catch
ceiling and if the scientists are right in the advice they are
giving us we may be changing the catch ceiling more drastically
in the years ahead, The more we go in thet direction; the more
it seems to us only fgir and reasonsble to the whaling industrics
that if we are going to give them & hard fate they should know
well in advance what their fate is going to be and not be at the
mercy of such things until they have actually sbr>ted commist
their resources for a season and sending thelr ships to the
Antarctic,

As between the two alternetives: April or September, or
may we say the Spring and the Autumn, we ourgelves would much

prefer the Autumn for this reason asbove all, that if the Commissionm

should meet in April we would think that it is really quite
impossible for Mr. Vangstein - ably and guieckly though he does
the work of assembling these statistics - we would think it is
impossible for him to give us by April in any year a sufficient
picture of the season which has just ended, I should have
thought that in the space of six weeks 1% 1s almost impogsible
to sollate and collect the material, and then to have it printed
and disseminated; that sounds too much to expect; and 1t does
seem to us that for the Commission to meet in the Spring of the
year without really knowing what has happened in the season which
has just ended is not a very good arrangement.

The argument against our own solution of the Autumn is, I
believe, the feeling that if the Commission meets in the Autumn
obviously their recommendations cannot apply to the season which
is almost lmmedintely ahead and therefore there will be an
intervening season &and the Commission will not be able to act

except in relation to a season fifteen months ahead. That is an
argument I admit of which we should take anccount. But I would

say this:on the other side. Pirstly, that I think that the

scilentists own edvice to us is that we should not, if we can
avoid it, make sudden changes in the regulations; that we should
try to have a sort of programme to which we are working and, if

we are going on thet sort of principle, I would think it would not

matter so much if you are planning fifteen months ahead, because

it may be that that is precisely what we ought to be doing any waYe.

The second thing is that if nevertheless there were a suddsn
catastrophe, a sudden change in the whaling situntion, the
Commission can slways meet speeially; and if there were & sudden
catastrophe I would imagine that whatever the date in the year of
our normal meeting we might have to meet speclally in any event.
Therefore, on balance, we in the United Kingdom would suggest
thut the meeting should be changed to the Autumn rather than to
the Spring; but having said so much,if there should be a syrong
feeling in the Commission the other way we shall g0 along w%th
the April meeting,but in preference to a meeting in July and we
would prefer ourselves to meet in the Autumn,

——
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o o The CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, will the Meeting please come
wi‘h f:r' The Plenary seesion is open, and we now have to deal
6 ém 6 on the Agenda - "Fosuible alteration of the date of

the Annual Meeting", May I : S L Pt =%
the Agenda, & ¥ 1 call for comments on this Item of

|
|
|

, Mr. A. KODAKI (Jspan): I am speaking on behalf of
Mr. Nara. l

On this Item 6 there are three alternatives I understand.
AB to the meeting in April, we have to raise an objection to that.
First of all we do not have enough data about the results of the
catches in the provious poason if we have the mecting in April; but
apart from that we sometimes have to oconsult our inspectors or the
industry's ropresentatives before we come to this Meeting. Qur
people have & long way to go home and we should not have enough
time to cope with it. Sometimes also we may want to bring our
industry 's representatives to this meeting but if it is held in
April this is very, very difficult.

Also, from the budgetary point of view, I am afraid we cannot
gecept this because our fiscal year startes on 1ls ril usually
Parliament approves the Budget only at the last hat being !
midnight on 31st March., Then the a propriation of funds
tak gannot nunber and names ’

g8 some time so that we
of our representatives
is another reason w

o m f

Nne
a4 Tl o Wl rn
ending this Meeting. That
why we cannot accent Anpil
wny we cannown accept April,

Then as to the other dates: we should prefer to ha 3\
meeting about now or in September or October. But 1n case we
have a meeting in September or Cctober of course the regulations
to be adopted by such meetings will not be applicable to the
season ilmmediately after so that they should apply to the season
which will start in the following year.

I think that 1s all I have to say for the moment.

The OHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr., Kodaki.

Mr. R. G. R. WALL (United Kingdom): I think last ye:
I was the one who flrst inflicted this matter on the Commission
by raising it in an informal waj our Meeting in Moscow.

ion then made and it was agreed

There were some expressions of op

I think that we should co der the matter as a formel motion this
year. We were therefore anxious to put it in the Agenda for this
Meeting.

The reasons that we raised this matter were these. Firstly,
that we have felt, as I think Mr. Kodaki has Jjust sald for Japan,
that when we meet in July we have not ideally as much time to
study the catch data for the preceding year as we should like;
more especially when the Delegation has to travel, when we are
at home in our own country we have time. If we have to go to
another country then the data is not with us in sufficient time
Lo consult cur industry tcofors we have to go to the Meoting in
July, and no doubt that is the situation bf Deleasntions whiech
have come to London this time.




Just wondering sbout the point of fin
another Plenary, There is at least Item of
on which I think you agreed that we might have e
in Plenary before the Committees took ity that is
or Item 6. I am not ting do 1t now, but
that was agreed. :
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meeting?

Mr, R.G.R. WALL (United Kingdom): Yes,

The CHAIERM/AIN: Yes, that is quite
Item 6 especially, the alteration of date
gshould be discussed in the separaste commlttees,
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meeting

is probably need for guidance from round the table at the
Plenary session to get a more exact idea of what we have
to do in the future, |
Would 1t suit you if after tea we continued for ¢ ]
short while with the Plenary session to get Item 6 ou
of the way, and so get a fresh start tomorrow morning at
ten with the committees?
The SECRE The advantage of meeting at half-
past four, say, Hnd th|11C11I the Plensry 1is that in this

room We have the loudspesker layed on, but the
Committees start we do not have it layed on, So 1
be better, if it 1s convenient to Mr, Wall and Dr.
to have a Plenary at half-pest four to finish this

moment the

t would

Mackintosh,

question,

s men?
t

and start again tomorrow with the Committees at ten.
The CHAIRMAN: Is that acceptable, Gentl
(Agreed) Then I adjourn the meeting until half-pas
four,
(Tea Break)
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The CHATRMAN: Thank you, Mr, Vangstei for your
presentation, P ’ e i

Gentlemen, you have heard Mr, Vangstein present his report
in a very clear way, are there any comments? You will get the
full report in the Verbatim record, I believe the Scientific

ggﬁmittee will deal wit the figures of the report as it stands
L]

Mr, R.G.R WALL (United Kingdom): As regards your
last remark, Mr., Chairman, that the Scientific Commlttee
will no doubt be considering this report and will be giving
us their advice about it, I would ask whether the Belentific
Committee will especially give us their advice on the figures
and arguments on pages 21 and 22,

Page 21 deal with the question of the average slze
of the different species of whales, from which it appears that
when you adjust the presentation of the figures in order to
make them comparsble over recent years, the average size of
blue and fin is now lower than at any time in the past. On
page 22, on the sexual maturity of the whales, apparently the
percentage of immature whales, both blue and fin, is agsin
higher than in any past seas50l

These points just struck me when I was reading the document,
and I should like to know whether the scientists see any special
significanoein the addition of last scason's figurcs to the
previous trend,

There is onc cther point on page 21, where Mr, Vangsteln
points out that Arca 1, where you might have expectcd a
somewhat higher average size of whales caught than in the
other traditional whale areas, docs not have this higher
average size, and I again wondered if the sclentists were
gble to give us any explanation, I, for one, should be
grateful for this, Thank you, Sir.

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Wall, Without doubt
the Scientific Committee will review these questions when they
are studying the discussions in committee, and you will get
the results in the other sessions.

~  Dp, N.A MACKINTOSH (United Kingdom) I think I can
say we shall be very glad to discuss these matters, but we
cannot guarantee to give a firm answer to these problems,

The CHATRMAN: Thank you so much, Dre. Mackintosh,

Before we adjourn the Plenary Session I believe our
Secretary wishes to make some announcements,

The SHECRET.RY: ( Announcement regarding meeting of
the Seientific and Technical Committees, Also arrangements

e e ——
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the cafgg ga?ﬁiity of the Scientific Committee stated last year that
The committes .- 5000 48 possible to be reduced to 11,000 units.
such a red Lg WBS aware that out of regard for the whaling industry
brought bUCtion could not be effected immediately, but must be

that the taxet i Yali¥s The opening of Area I has had the effect
about 14 Oooa og of the old fields in last scason was reduced to

et : MR T8 The great guestion now is whether we shall

- rom Area I in the coming seasons as large a catch as this year.

In A?eaa II1 and IV the catch last season was approximately as
large as the average in the postwar seasons. In Areas III and V
on the other hand the catch last season was 1600, and 4400 units
respectively lower than the average since the war.

In the material distributed, tables and graphs will be found
which show the catch and production in each square and each 10°
longitude sector in recent sezsons. As will be seen, whaling was
undertaken in all 36 longitude sectors in season 1955/56. In
of these sectors, two of which in Ares I, the catch was, however,
less than 100 units.

The average catch of blue whale units per catcher's day's work
was last season 0.99. This is a rise compared with the previous
season of 0.08 units. In Area I the average cateh per catcher's
day's work amounted to 1+ 16, as compared with 0.95 on an average
in the other 4 areas. Ag already mentioned, the operations last
season lasted 58 days. One of the causes of this short season is
probably the opening of Area I. Cn the basis of the average catch
obtained in Areas II to V the operations would have lasted 61-62
dayss Further, it must possibly be reckoned that if a1l the pelagic
expeditions had also this year been concentrated in the old fields,
it would probably have resulted in z lower average catch than was
actually obtained last scason.

The average yield per blue whale unit for the pelagic
expeditions was 121.6 barrels, i.e. 4.3 barrels more than in the
Preceding season. The highest average yield was in Area I, namely
135485 In Area II the average yield was 127.5 barrels, while in

th e other 3 areas it varied from 106 to 114 barrels. When it relates

to the yield in Areas I and II it must be noted, however, that in
Area 1 about 100y more blue whale units were taken in the last half
of the season than in the first half. This is due to the facet that
some factory ships moved into Area I toward the end of the season.
As the whales are fattest at the end of the season this has resulted
in a relatively large yield in this aresa. In Area II, on the other
hand, the catch in the last part of the season was somewhat less
than in the first part, which has resulted in a relatively low
average yield. If the distribution of the operations last season
in Area II had been the same as in Arca I, the yield in Area II would
probably have been about 132 barrels, or approximstely the same as
in Aresa I. The average yield last sgeason may therefore indicate

that the whales in Area T are just as fat as in Area II. No certain
conclusions can be drawn of course on the basis of the statistics

for a single season. There may have been gome special conditions

in Area I last season which led to the high production figures.

The sverage glze of blue zand fin whales last season was the
same asg in the previous season. It ¥y be mentioned, however,
that the average size of the blue whale in Area I was lower than the
average size in the other sareas. In the case of the fin whale the
average size in Area 1 was about the same as in Areas II-V. i
the stocks of whales in Area I are entirely or partially separate
tribes, these have not previously been taxed in any substantial
degree. We should have expected therefore a somewhat higher
average size of the whales taken in this sector, but, as will
be seen, this waes not the case. However, the percentage of immature
fin whales is considerably lower in Apea I, namely 17.9%9. as compared
with 28. 3% in the other areas.
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cggs?ggeggeggﬁtge‘catching boat fleet in the coming season will
i omied a;L; patﬁ; apportioned between 20 factory ships.
+ season in add-ii“nown’"3“nd1?% & new expedition in the coming
. _ } on to "Olympic Challenger", which it has bought
rom Olympio Whaling Co. S.A.

Fngece The kgen competition for the permitted number of whales has
recent years led to a great expansion of the catching boat

flget. The fleet is considerably lapger than is required for

taking the permitted number in the time at disposal. A large fleet

of catehing boats involves an irrational use of catching material [

and high running expenses. With a smaller number of catching boats :

the catch will neverthelecss be the same. It is for this reason |

that the companies have entered into this agreement respecting a
limitation of the catching boat fleet.

The taking of fin whales commenced on January 7th and of blue

whales on February 1st. It was permitted to capture humpback
whales only in the period February 4 - l. The operations closed

on March 4th, which made it the shortest season ever experienced
in the Antarctic. The hunting of fin whales lasted only 58 days
and that of blue whales 33 days. |

The cateh amounted to 14,874 units, which is 126 units less
than the fixed maximum, 15,000 units.

The pelagic expeditions captured

1,611 blue
25,289 fin wha
1,432 hump
276 sei wh
6,881 sperm whales.

This is about 55C blue whales and 600 fin whales fewer than
in season 195L4-55.

Of whales smaller than the stipulated minimum sizes there were

taken

78 blue whales
362 fin whales
18 h impbacks
1 sei whale

according to the statements sent ine. For blue and fin whales the
figures are approximately the same as in season 1954/55.

Outside the official whaling period there were Laken

As 1s known, at the meeting of the Commission in Mo
1955 it was resolved to open the Pacific sector for pelagic h
of baleen whales for 3 years. has been closed in
pursuance of international wha gince 1938, Bef

ore that
date there was in fret no consi in the Pacific 1o
(s i

tor.

£
o2

=]
comprises the region

This sector, whiech we have designa A

from 70° West and westwards to 160° West. In this area 3,684

units were taken, representing about 25,. of the total pelagic catch
of baleen whales. This resulted in a corresponding reduction of
the catch in the old fields. In these (from 70° Weet and eastwards
to 160° West) about 11,200 units were taken by the pelagic exped-

itions. In seasone subsequent to 1945/46 15,000 - 16,000 units
have been captured in these fields and in the last seasons prior
to 1940/41 20,000 = 30,000 units.
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MR. E. VANGSTEIN SNORWAY}:

previoiﬁeyggifﬁu of Internatioqal Whaling Statistics has, as in
cateh in f4 1&' Preépared 4 series of statistical surveys of the
be found 1neth8 In and outside the Antarctic. This material will
contain Int e folderg which have been handed round. The folders
The forme ernational Whaling Statistics Nos. XAXV and XXXVI.
Antarcti I Publication comprises the cateh in fields outside the
195u/c ¢ in 1954, tﬁ? latter the cateh in the Antarctic in season
Inte 55; F“?Eher- the folders contain a provisional issue of
& fI’na lonal Whaling Statistics No. £XXVII, covering operations
ields outside the Antarctic in the calendar year 1955 and some
whaling statstics relating to the last Antarctic season.,

SBome of the members of the Commission have earlier expressed
the wish to have the statistics presented to them before the
meetings of the Commission. The reason for this was that it is
difficult at the actual meetings to examine carefully the statistics,

On June 27th we sent the catch statistics for the last
Antarctic season to all the Commissioners, on the basis of a list
we recelived from lir. Dobsons In order in some degree to limit
the flood of paper we requested the Commissioners to bring with
them to this meeting the said material. In the folders handed
round now the statistics for last Antarctic season are therefore
not included. 'he said statistics are, however, included in the
Tolders distributed to the advisers and experts.

~ As the qguestion of the date
be discussed I should like to =ay
o

of future meetings is going to
that if the Commission wishes

ies, the meetinzs cannot be held
think, however, that the
Commissioners have very little use for complete Antarctic statistics
in connection with the meetings. A survey which shows the catch
in the Aatarctic broken down into species and areas should be
sufficient. This we can do immediately after the close of the
season, if the individusl expeditions can furnish us by telegram
with the necegsary particulars. All the expeditions have done

this in recent years, on the basis of which we have prepared surveys

for the Beientific Sub Commnittee.

In the fields outside the Antarctic the production in the
calendar year 1955 asmounted to about 519,000 barrels whale and gperm
oil, which is a good 50,000 barrels less than in the calendar year
1954« This fall is due to the fact that "Olympic Challenger"
which in 1954 operated off Peru and produced about 73,000 barrels
0il, was not in setivity there in 1955. I draw attention to the
provisional issue of Internstional Whaling Statistics No. XXXVII,
where detailed information will be found. In this we have, as
formerly, included & general map showing the situation of the
various land stations end the fields where the pelagiec expeditions
have operated.

In the last Antarctic s 7
land stations took part in ths perations. This is the same number
of expediticns as in the season 1925L/55. The 19 pelagic expeditions
employed 257 catching boats as compared with 233 in season 1954/55.
For season 1954/55 all the companies except the Soviet Union company
and the Panamenian company entered into an agreement for a

limitation of the catching boat fleet. The agreement was briefly

to the effect that the large expeditions should not employ more than
13 boats. Attempt was made to get a similar agreement for season
1955/56, but without success. For this reason the catching boat
fleet increased considerably. However, I may mention that for the
coming season the companies have entered into an agreement for
limitation of the catching boat fleetl. All the companies have
subgeribed to the agreement except the Soviet-Russian, which has,
however, been asked to do s0. If the Soviet-Russian company signs

eason 19 pelagic expeditions and 3
e 0
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——— e e NS ST

|




1y
ND ')l‘fi._—]l 0
af +he © ant
T the Sche b4
3 i p S mmendatio
under Artic nds
Bubject of "‘h'i
'tlu} [s) l‘l.' j—""{, nless

Provisional
circulated
in advance
to be disc

Tii'l.’-'. flm“:,"; Not 1rnwvnlara asvs : .
- PR N0 dhvoelve any amendment to the Schedule,

o

m ] L AT M .
The CHATRMAN; That is quite correct, Dr. Kellogg,

table, Gentler
it will be consi

o Any
Other
m SECRI AT o v 3 . - - = R 3
118 o ilanyl '‘nat o 1lwa be dor later e

5
&

Vancetad

vangstein to

W i 1..}1 l{;' 'ﬂ: (/f_'!_,.

Mr, E, VANGSTEIN (NOIWEAY)e oo










= LC1
..‘\E l'.' !-
Int "1
L U I
adlf ‘e e

1 1
i LT Spe
o e
n.‘f_' Vi

Bighth
g0 thsat

o f

m 1 - 1 AT «
11l L Uk o
i 41 lle

y 111t 4 .
1 Law Commi

T} . ;
Ll HAI : t}
1 f § 0l |
I'e KL
. . UJ
- - A o
Urs A | KL

Y £11
&)
o=}
127
w te - -

.
™
T+

o g die o
oidg . .
-iie le .
n'
/ e

i

U

31

iy
o
. ]
4-
L

(]
)
. : S .




The CHAIRMAN: Will you please ocome %o order,

Before we start, Mr

b & P M
NPy UODBON has some anncuncep

ENUB.

sment regarding invitation

by Her Maje

The

the next point is this: Doc 5, which h&as been
clrculated, is the folder fnr which we are very mu indebted
to Mr. Vangatein, containing Tlﬁ ﬁt tisties for the yea
Would anyone tell me if tlrv have not got that folder,as I
would like them to have it at _che.

Remington KELLOGG (U, 8.A. ) You mean one
for a Delegatior -

to deal with Item 22 of the
draft submitted by the Unite
comments from the Commission

Agenda?

The SECRETARY: M
terms of Item 22 are exactly
to put it ocn the Agenda.
the Law Commission,

I roemind thr': Comm:
3 p . -1 :

obte

1T + 1o 4 )
United Nation

circulate it. g
refers to the Eighth
we ] T-‘!'.r.,’ Apendsa

Mr. H.S. DR art again on the
same point. I shoulg his point from the Agenda.
The CHAIRNM 1, Mr, Droste. Is f
anybody who would proposal of Mr,

Mr. A.N., SOLYANIK (U,8.B.R, ): I second that.




The result of the pell is 6 'no's! and 6 'yes's'

Dr, A. Remington KELLOGG (U.,S.A.): MNr, Chairman,

1
would like to raise a point of order, I think under Parlismentary
procedure the Chairman cannot put forward a Motion, and for

that resson I would like to say that the first proposal should

be thrown out,

Mr, A, FRASER (Caneda): Mr, Chairman, I think this
would be a good time, if you do mno mind, te entertsin a proposal

that we adjourn,

The CHAIRMAN: That would be my idea, sc you could then

meske up your minds at lunch time how to deal further

with this

guestion, I think if you try to settle this matter before lunch

you will get a very late lunch, I think it would

be better

i 2

we adjourned for & couple of hours. I should like to move that
we convene agaln this afternoon as a plenary session, so that

the Committees will meet laster, I would sug

gest that

we should

meet again at 3 p.m, ifter s gshort plensry session I would be

in favour of getting a start on the Committees, P
cculd meet in plenery session for one hour and after that we

could move over to Committee sessicns,

Mr, G. JAHN (Norway): Before we adjourn
not distribute the documents and ask them to look
25 to 33. That is all that is necessary; 1t does
mach time, It would help clear the minds of many
delegates,

The CHAI

RN

(The Commission adjourned for lunch)

erhaps we

could you

at paragres

not take
of the

iAN: The coples will be distributed now.

iphs

very
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Item 22 o \ze b P tes S B SONNCIN e, W “i’ni'q o
T = : recnnical Committee,
: thet, v the CHaLPman il
seconded by MNr : = i
\ - the Item be struck off

the Agenda., In I take the
Amendment first, ot the Agend
11l TN Agendas,

May I ask each Comm

Mastralia - Yes

Mr, H,8. DROST (Netherlands): 1Is this the 1 -
: o HoB, 1 I (Nethe nds ) : .8 this the propos
of Mr, Jahn for which we are now voting? / ' .

delete Item 22 from
submit it f»

Lh';' :
but the Amendment

cons ation to th
ccemes first in th

S aX VvotLin N on b ther +
Iro nad:
I naa,

this questicn being
I would prefer that

'he SECRETARY: May I continuec

in

ir. R.G.R, WALL (United Kingdom): I should like to
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ir. G. JAHN
over to the Techn:

I made a propesal to send it

: Pse Js 1): Is there a
motion in front it?
The CHAIRMAN: Yes.
[ |
- f }
Dre da M. (So ica): Has it been
seconded, Mr. Chair
1118 NOT ) .
Dr, A. Remington KELLOGE (United States): Has it
been proposed?
The CHAIRMAN: I should to ropoge 1it.
SEN (Denmark): T 18 ldike to

secon ] 1
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Dr, A Rem;nttoq KELLOGG (United Stutrﬂ): Mr.Chairman,
there are some Commissioners here who I feel g ure will now feel
that tneJcmghttarenort LO their own QOV“PNT,nt on what was the
attitude of the Commission on this item. It is agreed that it
is a matter for governments to take up with the United Nations.
Each of the governments represented here may be advised of vwhat
the view of the Commission Was., The Commigsion may make no
reply direct to either the United Nations or anyone else; their
own governments can.

Mr. F. H, CORNER (New Zealand): Is it agreed that
the correspondence will be circulated? I should like to
consider this point of the becr=t iry, at the direction of the
Chairman, spes r ing on benalf of the Cammission in this matter,
I think it would help if we had the actual documents.

The SECRETARY: Mr, Chairman, I am anxious to help f
Mr, ®@rner and all the otnﬁra Members of the Commnission,
especially if I have persuaded you into a line of action which
possibly was a little "_Wh handed. I did that, however, |
entirely in the belief that all the people concerned were
already *n commuricat_ on with the United Nations. The letter '
from the United Nations ean, of co4rse, be circulated, and the
Chairman's reply, but I o? ] py of he actual report.
It is now out of date, so t I can of cour let the
Technical Committee this af D copies of the new report,

egate to the Internaticnal Law

a
of which the NDP«%JI n Del
Commission has sent me fifteen copies to arrive on Saturday.
That, of courme, can be done,

Mr. G. JAHN (Norway): We have ten more, with those
you have that makes twenty-five

The BHECRETARY: A copy could be sent to each
Commissioner,

I should like to say, Mr. Chairman, while I have the chance,
that I am extremely sorry if we hazﬁ actcd iprre zl.rlv here

but I believe there were ial circumstances ich Jistlfiﬂﬁ
it,knowing that all the people cowczrne& were being consulted
from a different angle,

Mr. Y. NARA (Japan): Concerning
is not a member of the United Nationg Inte lonal Law Commission,
50 of;iczully we should hagve “Othl 1z from m If possible we
wish to agree to Dr. Kellogg's pro posal thct tu‘ Commission ask
the Intrrndtljnll Law COmﬂlBaLuh - I mean this Commission - to
have their report sent to the individual governments of this
Commission. In this way all the Members of this Commission
could have the opportunity of studying it.

Uuu:tluu, Japan
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Dr. A. Remington XELLOGG (U.8.4.): Has the meeting
any objection to studying the Internation faw Commission's
report wit? a view to seeing the effect on the Whaling
Commission's progress? But this is not the same as passing
Judgement on the Report of the International Law Commiszion,
There are two different items. When we gtudy the effect of
the provisions in the report on our programme, we do not pass
Judgement on the content, That is a matter for governments.

Mr, R, G. R. WALL (United Kingdom): Mr, Chairman,
the United Kingdom would have no objection to a discussion on
the lines Mr, Jonsson and Dr, Kellog have suggested in the
Teochnical Committee, if that is desired by other member
countries, But on a point of fact, what has been mentioned
here this morning is the Seventh Session report of the I.L.C.
This year the I.L.C. have had their Eighth Session and that
ended on the 4th July. The I.L.C. have now gdopted finally
thelr repiyrt as I understand it, and it is going direct to
the United Nations for debate in the General Assembly next
autumn or winter, I think, therefore, we should be clear,
if I am right - and I believe this is plght - that there is
no question of gny government or any body saying anything more
to the International Law Commission on this subject. That
is finished, The next stage is for governments to make their
opinions known in the General Assembly of the final proposals
of the International Law Commission, I think if we have a
discussion, we must realise that it is on that basis we are
having it.

Becondly, if we are having a discussion, it would be
eéxtremely helpful to have the Eighth Commission's report,
which T myself for one have not seen. If we are to dlscuss it
in the Technical Committee could somebody provide a copy of
the Eighth Session report, sc that we know what we ape
talking about?

The SECRETARY: We have Pifteen coples,

Mr, F. F. ANDERSON (Australia): I agree with Mr, Wall.
AB many of us here gere present in the meeting in Reme, and now
the International Law Commission has made practically its
final report for the consideration of the issembly, I do not
think any good is going to come out of any discussion here,
It 18 too 1ate to make any recommendations to the International
Law Commission gnd I think that all that was asked for hefore
really were comments on the results of the meeting, The
Secretary, with the authority of the Chairman, has submitted a
letter to that effect, that no action would be taken by the
Whaling Commission, I do not think any action ean be taken
NOW, I think we would be very badly advised at the moment to
go into the rights and wrongs of the items in that particular
report,

Mr, G. JAHN (Norway): I do not agree, Mr, Chairman.
Even if the Law Commissicn has finished, they would have the
right to express their ocpinion on the facts which affect our
Commission and on +he whaling as guch, It 1s a very good thing
to have that pefore we asgemble, It is much better that we
should say something about it than that 1t shculd come from a
single govermment, for it would then be lcst,
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New what would be theé practical point of taking this
matter up here? We would discuss it, as representatives
of our governments have already done at gnother place,

A8 we all know, there are néarly as many proposals put
forward as there are representatives gn the Law Commission,
Would we here be likely to change anything? Would it not
be the just the same over again here, and what would the
result be? How could this Meeting make any report at 5119
I Just ask you, would we be able to da 1t here? I do not
think an, I think the undoubted conclusion is that we
cannot do 1t, Why then waste this time? That is what I
should like to ask you, Gentlemen, from a practical point of
view,

Mr, G. JAHN (Norway): I do not know whether you are
aware of the last report. I have gone through it and I 4o not
have the impressicn that there are gso many opinions as there
are members, They have agreed upon the most essential thing
unanimously, I got the report two days ago from Geneva and
I think 1t showed real interest and great importance. Even
if we say that we have no observat.ens and we agree upon it,
this Commission as a Commission, representing the whaling
industry and the whaling interest in the whaling industry all
over the world, should be agcquainted with it at this Meeting.

I propose that it should pe peferred to the Techniocal
Committee, who may set up a little sub-committee to go through
it and ferm an opinlon, say that is good and
B0 on, and place it pefore the Commission as such, When
my government wished tp have it discussed here, 1t was because
they would not give a gefinite answer on the Law Commission's
broposal before they heard what the Whaling Commission said
about it, because it g1sc concernms whaling, Whaling is also
part of the resources of the sea, IT you study it more closely
you will find that it concerns the whaling industry's work,

Mr. Agnar K1, JONSSON (Ieeland): Could I make one
more comment on this? I know, of course, that this matter
has a great importance for the whaling industry, but I have
no doubt that experts from the various countries which have
been dealing with this matter, have glsc observed this
gquestion, I have no objeetion to this matter being referred
to such a committee if the majority of the Delegates here
wish te go so, but, as I have sald before, I cannot quite see
that this will have arypractical effect, I do not know
whether I have misunderstood what has been sald here before
as te what the Norwegian Delegation said last, but I was
under the impression that the letter from the Law Commission
dealt with the results of the meeting lapt year, not the
meeting now, I have not had a chance of studying the report
cf this last meeting, but certainly at the meeting which
was held in Geneva in the spring of last year there were a
great many different opinions. That ie what I thought we
were peing asked to comment on now, but not on the last
meeting held quite precently in Geneva,
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"The International Law Commission at the above- ]
mentioned session decided tn communicate Chapter II
with the Annex to the organisations represented by !

observers at the International Techniocal Conference
on the Conservation of Living Resources of the Sea
held at Rome from 18th April to 10th MY eses"

That was a conference at which this Commission was represented,
"esss and to invite them to submit their observations
on Artieles 24 to 33 and the preamble referred to above,
It would gecordingly be appreciated 1f you would be good
enough to communicate to the Secretary General before
lst February, 1956, any observations which your
Organisation may wish to make on the said matter for
transmission to the Commission in time for its Eighth
Session to be held in April, 1956."

That was from the United Nations and I did not cireculate that ]
document to anyone, having been informed that it had gone to the ¢
relevant sources,

I rinally wrote to the Chairman gnd gaW him in October. !
Then on his instructions I wrcte this letter: )

"The Secretary General, United Natiens; Sir, I beg '
to refer to your letter of oLth August and to say

that I have now had an ecpprrtunity of discusseing the
subject matter thereof with the Commission's Chairman.
With his concurrence I beg to inform you that the Report
of the International Law Cowmission has been studled with
interest and not least those paragraphs which deal with
the breadth of territorigl waters, The Coumlssion
refrained, however, from making any comments on this
Report gnd the propcsals contained therein, seeing that
it appears to have been already sent to all the

seventeen contracting governments whose representatives
constitute this Commission and who may wish te comment
upon the Repcrt separately and individually."

Q aOm

There wae no rejection of it there,

Mr, G. JiHN (Norway): The Commiseion as such has
not gtudled this and has not expressed any opinion on it.
The Chaiman end the Secretary have eXxpresged an opinion,

~ -

but the Commission as such has not expressed an epinion,

The CHAIRMAN: That is quite true.

Mr. Agnar Kl. JONSSON (Iceland): Mr. Chairman, may
I be allowed tc make scme comments on this mattep from a
practical point of view? A8 has been sald in the letter which
has just been read to us by the Seeretary, the matter under
discussion in the Law Comnissiocn has been referred to all the
governments represented at this meeting, They have undoubtedly,
if they so wished, already commented on this matter,
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Mr, P. H., CORNER (New Zealand): That is members
of Lhe International Law Commission,

The CHAIRMAN: Yes,

Mr, F, H, CORNER (New Zealand): But only seventeen [
governments are members of the International Law Commission, _
I think New Zealand is not, for one, '

Mr, R. G. R. WALL (United Kingdom): Could we first
of all have the operative part of the letter read again,
because, whereas Mr, Corner was asking whether the letter said
that we were pot interested, the Law Commission were, I think
the answer was that the Commission as such - not the governments :
represented on the Commission — had no observation to make on /
the Seventh Session Report, which would not imply to my mind
lack of interest. Could we Just be quite clear what was said,
Sir? |

The SECRETARY: May I pead again - I did not read
the whole of the letter, put I will read the whole of it now,
which I have peceived from the United Nations,

Mr. F, H. CORNER (New Zealand): Would 1t save time,
Mre Chairman, if the actual document were eirculated, and
then we would have something substantial to talk about at
our next Plenary meeting?

The SECRETARY: I have read a letter which has not
apparently been understood and, as I am technically responsible
to you, I am entitled to read it again. Here 1s the letter
from the United Nations, dated 25th August, 1955,

"Dear 8ir, I am direected by the Secretary-General
to draw your attention to the report of the International
Law Commisslon covering the work of the Seventh Session
held in Geneva from 2nd May to Bth July, 1955, A copy
of this report..."

then the number is given

"is attached for your convenience, The report is a
document running into sixty-one pages, The report
contains in Chapter II a number of provisional articles
concerning the Regime of the High Seas, including
article 24 on the right to fish and articles 25 - 33

on the Coneervation of the Iiving Resourcas of the

High Seas. The latter articles are also reproduaed
in the preamble annex to Chapter II."

I did not read that paragraph before,
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5 Mr, G, JAHN (Norway): I think this affects this ,
ommisslon very much, We have an International .
Convention and whether there should be a Convention or not

I do not know, but ehould there be a Convention which would ‘
affect this Convention in some cases, then I think it is the '
duty of this assembly to make some statement on it. We must

consider it and if it 1s in some sense gn improvement on the .
present Convention, if it becomes a Convention, it goes further f
than this Convention does, There are some ponints there to which |]
I think we should draw “he attention of the U.N. This 1s a

convention of the living resources of the sea, They talk about l 1
fish but whales in a way are different animale and there might |
be some small points t¢ which we wish to draw the attention of

the U.N. Commission, If we dc sn, this will pe circulated

as an appendix to thelr proposal and will be brought up before !
the assembly in the United Nations. It might then happen that

they will change something order to reach the aim so far as

whales are concerned, whaling stocks anid so on.

It alsc concerns the whaling industries in the different
cecuntries. It depends on how the different paragraph in the
new convention - if it becomes a convention - will be formed. f
I think it is of importance that we should lock into the matter.
You have said that the different governments have formed thelr
opinions about this, but as a Commission we represent a
Convention which ieg already formed. We hope to stress some
points from our peint of view which can be taken inte ’
consideration when this Convention is concluded, I belleve
many countries were not even aware of the present Whaling
Convention,

Mr, P, E. CORNER (New Zealand): Mr., Chairman, I
agree with the Commissloner of Norway.

Could I ask, is it a fact that the Secretary, under the
direction of the Chairman, has already replied to the
International Law Commission saying that this Whaling Commission ,
is not interested in the matter referred to 1t? Secondly, has
the correspondence been circulated to the Commission? Thirdly,
if it has not been eirculated, could we nave 1t as sBoon us
possible at this Neeting®?

The SECRETARY: The answer to Mr. Corner 1s that the
letter has been written at the direction of the Chairman, as
I pead it, but it has not been circulated.

Mr, F, H, CORNER (New Zesland): Am I right in
thinking that a letter has been sent on behalf of all the
countries in this Commission without being referred to the
countries on whose behalf certain opinions arc given?

The SECRET/ARY: That is so, but I have no doubt
the Chairman was bearing in mind that the report we recelved
from the United Nations had been freely circulated to all the
pecople as far as we know who are members of our Commission and
other Commissions.




transmission to the Commiseion in time for its Eighth Sesslon
to be held in April 1956, "

On receipt of that letter I at once communicated with the
Chalrman whom I had the opportunity of meeting at the beginning
of October, and on his instructions I wrote the following
letter dated 17th November, 1555:

= =

|
|

"8ir, I beg to refer to your letter of 24th August and to
say that I have now had an opportunity of discussing the
subject matter thereof with the Commission's Chairman.
With his coneurrence I beg to inform you that the Repert
of the International Law Commission has been studied with
interest and not least those paragraphs which deal with
the breadth of territorial waters. The Commission
refrained, however, from making any comments on this
Report and the proposals contained thereln, seeling that
it appears to have been already sent to all the

seventeen contracting governments whnse representatives

constitute this Commission and who may wish to comment l
upon the Report separately and individually."

I heard nothing mere until I received a letter fpom the
Royal Norweglan Embassy dated 13th April, 1956, In that letter
I was requested as follows:

 —

"The Norwegian Government would like in this connection
to call attention to the faet that the International Law
Commissien's Repert was sent to s number of organisations
represented by observers at the International Technical
Conference on the Conservation of Living Resources of the
Sca held at Reme from 18th April to 10th May, 1955, and
that the Law Commiseion stated that it would welceme the
other srganisatiens' observatimns on this matter."

Of course, the Norweglan Government were not aware that I
had already sent a letter to the United Nations as I have read
to you and as directed by the Chairman, I was asked to put this
Item on the Agenda in the first paragraph of the letter from the |
Norweglan Embassy and I accordingly put it on the Agenda in the |
form of Item 22,

On 10th July - that is only six days ago — I received a
letter from the Norwegian delegation to the International Law
Commission, I will read the whole letter:

"This is to inform you that this Delegatien today, in
accordance with the request from the Royal Norwegian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, under separate cover, airmail
printed matter, has sent you fifteen copies of the
following documents of the Internstional Law Commissiens"

Then 1s set out three drafts which are apparently the up=
shot of the original discussion by the Law Commission. I was
not requested to do anything with them. I put this Item on
the Agenda as I belleved I should, although I believed, in the
light of the letter gent at the Chairman's direetlon, that this
was not a matter whieh really vitally affected this Commission
as a Commission, I have not distributed the fifteen copies and
indeed I have not distributed the original because I knew it
had gone to all the €ontracting Governments concerned.




glve us a bit more information than the press notice. The
press notice is about the shortest thing on record.

The CHAIRMAN: We have improved that.

Mr. F, F. ANDERSON (Australia): I was not in Mcscow,
It must have been the effeets of the entertainment.

The CHAIRMAN: We will do our best on the press notice
anyway.

Gentlemen, the Secretary and I have Just had a small
discussion on this ad hoc comnmittee =and we have come to the
conclusion that it would be a good thing to nominate this ad hoo
committee straight away, otherwise it will be left in the ailr.
We want some good authors to find the right style and to edit
what they would like to have published.

May I request the follewing gentlemen to_take part in this?
Mr. Remington Kellogg Mr. R, G. R. Wall, Mr. Corner. Are you
prepared to edit the Annual Report and find an improved press
notice® If there are no objectlons from those gentlemen, I take
it they have accepted.

Dr. A. Remington KELLOGG (U.S.A.): Could I substitute
Mr, F. Taylor for myself on that drafting committee? I amy of
course, willing to serve, but —==

The CHAIRMAN: 8So long as it is only in your case; I
hope all the members of the committee do not deo the same.
Nevertheless I hopes that we can have the advantage of your advice,
if the committee wants 1t,.

That means we have dealt with guestion 21, New we come
to Item 22 of the Agenda, "Consideration of draft submitted by
the United Nations International Law Commission of Provielonal
Articles concerning the Regime of the High Seas". May I ask
our Becretary to give us some information on that.

The SECRETARY: Mr, Chairman, I would like to remind
the Commission that on 24th August, 1955, we had a letter from
the United Natlons addressed to the International Whaling
Commission with regard to a report of the International Law
Cemmlssion covering the work of 1ts Seventh Session held in
Geneva from May to July 1955, I need not read the whole letter,
but it ended up with this paragraph:

"It would gecordingly be appreciated if you ..." - that is
the Commission -",,.would be good enough to ¢ mmunicate tc the
Secretary General before let February, 1956, any observations
which your Organisation may wish to make on the said matter for
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Mr. F. F, ANDERSON (Australia): Mr. Chairman, I |
support Mr., Wall, and I think the Annual Report could be made .
a bit more lively, Wnales are usually dead when they are

treated, so I suppose we feel s bit dead too,

I would point cut that the Chairman's Report is the |
authordtative record of the meeting; that is most important. 1
The Chalrman's record must be the one that we go by, i
Therefore, we should have a certain smount of liberty with our .
Annual Report so long as we dn not wander away from the truth
too mach. I think we could use different phraseology and we
might diffidently, without griticising the Chairman's Report,
which is only a factual record, make this a bit more of a
salesmanship business and show people that the Whaling
Commission does do more than just talk about how many humpbacks
and sc on have to be taken, that we have a broad mind on these
matters and do take a keen interest,

e ——

Therefore I support that the Report of the Annual Meeting [
iteself, signed by the Chairman, should stand as it 1s, but
that the other Report which is printed afterwards - and, as the
Secretary points out, nearly a year afterwardas - should contain |
different terminology, different facts, and be more interesting.

The CHAIRMAN: If there are no mors remarks en this .
Item, may I take 1t that there is a majority in favour of a
small committee lcoking after the Annual Report and improving it?
We have to make up our minds on this small committee and perhaps
the best thing to do would be to think it over.

The SECRETARY: Mr. Chairman, if I might suggest an
addendum to this, the same committee that looks over this
Report might be the small committee that deals with the press
notice at the end of this Meeting. I think that might be a
saving of time.

However, there 18 a question I should like to ask. I am
not guite sure what was in Mr. Wall's mind, Does he want this
committee to revise this existing Report that has been
presented to you, or is this fcr the future? I am only thinking f
of time; printers take a tremendous long time, I am not
being lazy about it and if this has to be pe-written then we
shall do so 1f necessary.

Mr, R, G, R. WALL (United Kingdom): What I had in
mind was that in the course of this week we might find two or
three people who would have enough time to look at this and
see 1f we could get an amended version of the present Report.

The CHAIRMAN: 8c we will combine beth comnittees,
the press committee and the ad hoc committee to deal with the
Report. Is that your wview, Gentlemen?

Mr. F. F. ANDERSON (Australia): I do hope you will
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Mr. R, G, “R, WALL (United Kingdom): On Ttem 21,
Mr. Chairman, at the risk of being thought rather a nuisance
in suggesting an addition to our work, T should like to suggest
that we have quite a small sub-committee to look at our draft
Annual Report, .

What ig in my mind is this: the Repart traverses the same
ground as your Report of the Moscow meeting, partly in the same
dencuage, partly in a different language. Secondly, I should
think that the order of the Report might be better if we had

the more important things at the beginning instead of at the end.

Thirdly, there are particular paragraphe where I feel that the
wording might be improved, if the Secretary would allow me tn
say so. I am thinking of the paragraph, for example, which
deals with the law of the sea and the gquestion of the 200-mile
1imit,

The main thing is, ought we to continue having two Reports
which are both covering the same ground? One becomes an
appendix to the other, they are partly in the same language,
partly in a different language. It does seem to me a little
confusing, I should have thought we ought to look at that and
see 1f we can adapt the Commission's Report so that it forms a
preface to the Chairman's Report and does not say the same
thing g1l over again,

I would, therefore, suggest that perhaps a few of us might
look at it and see 1f we can do anything in that direction.

The SECRETARY: I am obliged to Mr, Wall because this
Report has given me a certain amount of enxiety because of
what I might call its sameness. I do largely repeat the lay-
out every year. But Mr. Wall perhaps remembers that it was
only two years ago that we decided to put in as an appendix the
Chalrmen's Report which, by the time the Report is issued, is
a year old, I do agree that it is very largely the same
language as the Report.

One way to meet Mr. Wall's point, thereZore, was to go
back on our proposal and not reprint the Chairman's Report,
which is rather old history. I would welcome a Committee to
rearrange the Report gnd try to make 1t a little more
exclting,

The point 1 want to put to the Commission now, if I may,
Mr, Chairman, is that I should like to add a ecuple of
appendices. One I should like to add from the beginning some
very summary figures Mr. Vangstein supplies us, as are in the
body of the Report, I should like to set them out in a table
ogieight years, nine years and ten years, That is the first
thing,

The second point is that I think we ought to have a
short appendix showing feor each of the eight years, or
whatever it is we have been in existence, the cost af the
Commissicn, But there are a good many other points I am
sure Mr. Wall has in mind, and we might make the Report more
interesting. I do realise there is a large amount of
repetition between the Report and the Chalrman's Report.
The only difference between the two is that the Chalrman's
Report I make a point of issuing within a few days of the
Meeting being over, and the Annual Report cannot be issued
for a year. I would welcome a committee, Mr. Chairman,

|
i
|

-

|
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Mr, P,P, FRICHSEN (Denmark): The catech was 161 whales,
Of this number of wheles only one blue whale was taken, and
therefore the Danish Government is of the opinion thst the
question of prohibition of the taking should come into force.
I would very much ask the Icelandic Government to report the
pﬁaition and to agree to the prohibition of the taking of blue
whalee,

The CHATRMAN: Are there any further comments on this
Item of the Agenda Are you in fevour of Mr, Wall's proposal
ta leave it to the Beientifie Committee to give their views
again? (Agreed) Item 16 moves over tc the Seientific
Committee for their views.

Item 17 of the Agenda, "Report by the Finsnce and
Administration Committee",

Item 18, "Report by the Scientific Committee"

Item 19, "Report by the Technical Committee'.
Those are thr items for the plenary sessions coming

later.,

We can now move to It
{(b) and (c¢) also. (4a), (
all going to the Scie

Mr, H.8. DROST (Netherlsmds): ©Not (g)

The CHAIRMAN: (g) is ocut; (d), (e) and (f) only.
Are there any comments on this question that the Secientific
Committee deals with the second part of Item 207 "Amendment
for the protection of blue whale stocks in the North Pacific

Ocean (See item 10) and "Paragrsph 7(s) third line for 7th read
(1st) (D‘L Item 11)",

We then get t

0 am 21, "Draft (to be circulated later)
Seventh Annual Repor "

/Mr, R.G,R, WALL (Unitcd Kingdom): «...
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Wr, Agnsr K1, JONSSON (Icelsnd): On behalf of the
Icelandic Government I would like to state that the Icelandic
Government is 8gainst any limitation as to the catch of blue
whales in the North Atlantic. We have only one whaling station
on a very small scale, but part of the e¢atch of this whaling
station consists of blue whales, Their figures, however, are
yery small but in spite of thet fact, it means that much for this
little station that they feel they cannot exist further if there
is limitation to their catch.

Just to show you how little significance this must have on
8 general scale I would like to quote the cateh for the three
last years, 1In 1953 they caught only five blue whales; in
1954 they caught nine blue whales, and in 1956 they caught ten
blue whales, This, as you see, is not very much, but if it
were to be limited or prohibited it would be pather disastrous
for the little station.

Therefore, as I first said, our Government is sgainst any
limitction,

Thank you, Mr, Chairman,

Mr, R.G.R. WALL (United Kingdom): I do not know whether
we are disposing of this item now, but before it is disposed of
I should just like to say & word. I am wondering whether we
might perhaps ask the Scientific Committee if they would just
look at this point about blue whales in the North Atlantic snd
the size of the present Icelandic catch in relation to the
purpose and objectives of the recommendstion when it was first
made by the Scientific Committee. My memory, for what it is
worth, is that the whole point of the Seientifie Committece's
recommendation was that the bluec whale was at an extremely low
ebb in the North Atlentic, that there might be almost a handful
of animals left, and that 1f even a few were caught year by year
it might make all the difference between finishing the stock
for ever and perhaps having some hope of it in ycars to come.

If that should be tho position I would frankly hope from the
United Kingdom side that the Icelandic Government might yet be
prepared to reconsider their position in this matter, but it
would help us if we could first of &1l have a new expression
of cpinion from the Scientific Committce.

Mr. Agnar K1, JONSSON (Iceland): I have nothing against
thls matter being presented before the Scientific Committee,
That goes without saying, We will see what that Committee has
to say about it, but eas to the guestion that there should be
only & handful left, I have in the report which I have
received from this Icelandic Whaling Station, that in spite
of the fact that they have only caught so few wheles in these
last few months, es I have mentioned, they seem to have seen
plenty of whales swimming around and it was due to the in-
experience of the whalers that they did not get more,
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The SECRETARY: The Chairman asks me to poll the
Eommission on the guestion as to whether or not Item 155
Correspondence between Norwegian and Psnamanian Governments

already circulated" should be referred to the Technical
90m?ittee. I will ask each Commissioner to say 'yes' or
no',
Australia - No ‘
Bragzil ~ Not present
Canada - Abstain
Denmark — Abstain
France - No
Iceland - Abstain
Japan - Abstain
Mexico - Abstain
Netherlands - No
New Zealand - Ne
Panama - Yes
Norway - Yes {
South Afrieca -~ No
Sweden - Yes
U.S:8.R. -~ Abstain !
T.8,A. ~ Yes
U.Ku L. f-.bst!-}in )

The Chairman agrees that this is a matter which does not
require a two-thirds majority, therefore it is a simple majority
that will carry the poll. I report that there are five '‘no's'
and four 'yes's', so that I declare the Mction as lost. The
matter therefore presumably will continue to be discussed, or
discussed later at a plenary session.

The CHAIRMAN: I would like to finish this splitting
up of the Agenda and then we shell know exactly what is left
for the discussion in plenary sessions.

I should like to call your attention to Item 16 of the
Agenda, "Prohibition of the taking of blue whales in the North
Atlantic., (Report on the position as regards the objections
lodged by Iceland end Denmark)", Is it possible to get any
action at this moment from both countries which I have just
indicated, Iceland and Denmark?

Mr, P.F. ERICHSEN (Denmark): With regard to the
prohibition eof the taking of blue whales in the North
Atlantic, Denmark vithdrawc its objection and agrees the taking of
blue whales shall be prohibited for a period of five years,
provided that Iceland and Norway also egree that the taking
is prohibited,

The CHAIRMAN: May I call upon Iceland?
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Mr, R, ALEMAN (Pansma): I would like to call the
attention of Mr, Jahn to the faect that I have stated that
this matter is being handled through regular diplomatic
channels. The second observation I made sbout this having
been taken to a private court, however, is very pertinent,
because the Norwegian Government from the very first moment
made it very clear that it was presenting this complaint on
behalf of the Norwegian Whaling Associstion, That fact is
stated in each one of the notes nf the Norwegian Government,
and if that party e~n whose behalf the Norwegian Government had
presented the complaint - the diplomatic complaint - chose to
go to a private court of law and chose tc settle this matter
separately, the point, I think, is very pertinent,

Mr., G, JAHN (Norway): It is quite true that the
Norwegian Government has had correspondence with the Panamanian
Government, that is right, but we knew nothing at all absut
the settlement between Onassis and the Whaling Asscciatiens,

That is something private. That is what I weuld like to underline,

Mr, F.L. CORNER (New Zesland): Assuming this matter
is discussed by the International Whaling Commissinn - and I
would assume it is & matter that can be discussed - I thlnk
it 1s one that should be taken in & plenary session, It is
hardly a technical matter, znd it is one, I think, which
aff'ects the whole operation of the Whaling Commissien, which
goes to the very heart of its sctivities, and I think the
discussicn should be on record,

Mr, F.F. ANDERSON (Australias): We think it should
be discussed in plenary session in order that a complete record
be made.

Mr. R. ALEMAN (Panama): I would lilke to> point out
that the reports of the Committees are open for discussion
in plenary session, so I do not see why they should not now
refer this matter to the Technical Committee; then the
matter will be open for discussion. T do request that the
matter be referred to the Technical Committee,

The CHAIRMAN: Is there s seconder for this proposal
of Mr., Alemany

Dr. A. Remingten KELLOGG (U,S.A.): I will second that.

The CHAIRMAN: We will have to teke a vote on this,
I will request the Secretary to tske a vote,
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The CHAIRMAN: I believe later on we can have the
sltuation of the presentation of these figures by Mr, Vangstein
in the plenary session., I prefer to split up the Agends before
Weé go beck to the plenary session to deal with Items that are
open for the plenary session.

Item 12 stands open nowr the plenary session,

Item 13, "Blue. whale unit limit for 1956/57 and thereafter",
That, I?‘believa, can be dealt with in both Committees. No
comment

Item 14, "Infractions". That is a point for the Technical
Committee,

Item 15, "Correspondence between Norwegian and Panamanian
Governments already circulated". That is & question which also
has to be dealt with in a plenary but I do not know whether it
18 necessary to deal with it. Are there asny comments on Item 1592

Mr, G, JAHN (Norway): I think we ought to mention it
in our deliberations,but not at this time.

The CHAIRMAN: It is another question far the Committees.

Mr. G, JAHN (Norway): There is the possibility of com-
ining this with the question of observers, but I think we
could take it up in the Technical Committee,

Mr. R. ALEMAN (Panama): With respect to Item 15 of
the Agenda, I wish to point out that my Government feels that
this Commission is a Commission of delegated powers and those
powers are as specificelly stated in the Convention. We deo not
feel that it is within the powers of this Commission to enter
into a discusein™ of a diplomatic claim that 1s being handled
through regula . diplomatic channels between the two countries,
particulsrly when one of those countries takes this matter to
a private court of law and have settled this question in a
private court cf law, However, if the Commission feels that
this matter should be discussed here, I would recommend that it
be referred to the Technical Committee, Similsr matters in the
past have been referred to the Technical Committee,

Mr. G. JAHN (Norway): I should like to make a
declaration. He says that this is settled, that the Norwegien
Government has settled this guestion with Onassis., That is not
the case, It is the Whaling Union privete companies which have
gettled this, and the Government has had nothing to do with 1t
at all, We did not know anything about i1t until we saw it
in the newspapers, We have no connection with that arrangement
at all; the Norwegisn Government has not.
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Mr, R.G.R. WALL (United Kingdom): I wanted to make :
the same point in relation to Items 9 and 10y that if the i
Technical Committee should find points that they would like
to discuss on these two items they may do se,

The CHAIRMAN: It is impossible to prevent any
Committee from discussing anything here.

May I ask for further comments on the proposal?

Mr, F.F. ANDERSON (Australia): I think on previous
occasions we have allowed these matters to be discussed in a
Joint meeting of the Scientific and Technical Committees, I
think that may be the best way out of it. Each one can bring
forward then to the joint meeting what its proposals are and
put something definite before the plenary session,

Mr, R.G.R. WALL (United Kingdom): I certainly do
not object to a joint session of the two Committees, but it
is an advantage if the Technical Committee can first find out
if there are points they would like to raise,

Mr. F.F. ANDERSON (Australia): I think the two
Committees can work on it and then afterwards if we have a
Joint meeting we can bring those points forward.

The CHAIRMAN: 8o it would be acceptable to you,
Mr, Wall?

Mr., R.G.R. WALL (United Kingdom): Yes, thank you.

The CHAIRMAN: Are there no further comments on
the Items on the Agenda up to number €leveny

I now move on to Item 12, "Review of the 1955/56 season's
catch". That is a guestion obviously raised by Mr, Vangstein,
I believe,

The SECRETARY: May I just say a word here? We
are very much indebted to Mr, Vangstein for these papers, a
number which he sent direct and sn additionsl number which
he sent by other means, They have just arrived, so I can
now circulate to everybody who has not already got one, a

complete dossary,




Mr, G, JAHN (Norwey): I think it is more for the
Technical than for the Seientific Committee, If you like to
discuss it in the Scientific Committee I am not against it,
but I think it is more & technicsl matter.

The CHAIRMAN: Is that sgreeable?

Mr, H.S. DROBT (Netherlands): I sgree with Mr. Jahn.,

The CHAIRMAN: T felt we should deal with this in
the two committees, and I also think there is some finance
commected with this guestion. So perhaps it is a good thing
to get the view of the Finance on this, It could perhaps be
deleted for this year beecause it is not yet certain whether
we shall start straight away. Are there any comments or do you
want it to stay in the sctivities of the Technicsl Committes?

Mr. H.S. DROST (Netherlasnds): Not to the Finance
Committee?

The CHATRMAN: Yes.

Mr., H.8. DROST (Netherlands): All right.

Dr. N.A. MACKINTOSH (United Rngdom): Is there any
ocbjeoction to us discussing observer proposals if some scientific
point is raised?

The CHAIRMAN: XNo, Sir. I believe we can take 1
that both committees can give their views on this guestion,
but the majority of importance is on the side of the Technical
Committee,

Item 9, "Report bty the special Scientific Sub-Committee",
That is quite clearly & matter to be deslt with by the Seientific
Committee,

Item 10, I would say that the same applies to this,

Item 11, "The question of advancing the opening of the Baleen
Whale season in asny waters south of 40" Scuth Latitude". In
my view, that is a question which is connected with the interests
of both commlttees., It is equally a sclentifilc guestion and
a technical guestion.
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consideration by a circular note of October 5, 1955, The

revised draft incorporates sll chsnges which were proposed

by the Commission snd also contains certain changes in the preamble
which are considered appropriste in view of the provision for -
emending Article V of the Convention,

The following governments have not yet indicated whether or
got the draft Protocol is acceptable: Brazil, Mexicu and
anama,

All the other contracting governments have indicated
approval of the drart Protocol., Certain drafting changes of
a non-substantive nature have been proposed. Such proposals
have not been circulated to the contracting governments for
consideration as it is possivle thet they may be withdrawm
if no substantive chenges are proposed.

At the time this was drafted the New Zealsnd asnd the U.8.85.R.
governments had not indicasted their scceptance, but I have now
been advised that they have agreed. That leaves Brazil, HMexico
and Panama,

The CHAIRMAN: That makes quite clear what the
gsituation is at the moment., We have still to wait a while.
I take it that we shall also get the adherence of the countries
nominated by Mr. Kellogg. At the moment I do not think we can
deal with it sny further.

I would like to move over to Item 8 of the Agendsa, "Discussion
as to the Norwegian 'Observer' proposal, (see also Item 20)",

Mr. R, ALEMAN (Panams):With respect to the report just
made by Dr. Kellogg, I would like to state that I understand the
Minister of Agriculture, Commerce and Industry from Panama is
awaiting the next meeting of the Legislative Assembly to submit
this amendment as to the Protocol of the Internationsl Whaling
Convention. The International Whaling Convention was ratified
by our Parlisment so,in accordance with our procedure, the protocol
must be considered and approved by the Assembly.

The CHAIRMAN: I will now move over to Item 8§ of the
Agenda, I think this is & subject that must be discussed in the
Technical and Scientific Committees; it has to do with both
Committees, 1Is that acceptable? Is there any comment on this
guestion?

Mr. G. JAHN (Norway): I think it should be discussed
in the Technical Committee,

The CHAIRMAN: Only?
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The CHATIRMAN: Will the Commission please come to order,
We have dealt now with the first four items of the Agenda, end as
this is a plenary session I believe it is ss well to go over the whole :
Agenda and to aplit it up and see what can be dealt with in the
different committees and what will be left for coming plenary

sessions,
There will be no difficulty, I believe, in putting this mastter in

May I ask your approval te take first Item 5 of the Agenda? A

the hands of the Finance snd Administration Committee to make up f

1ts mind and to recommend later to the plenary session. i
Item 6, "Possible slteration of the date of the Annual Meeting, |

at present held in the latter half of July", That is a mattepr

on which, I believe, everybody has something on his mind, Is it

acceptable that all the Committees we have set up give their ideas

on their time preference for the snnual meeting of the Commission?

Mr. R.G.R. WALL (United Kingdom): On Item 6 I would
only wonder whether 1t might be useful to have a short general |
discussion in the Commissicn before that subject is remitted to
three committees. It might perhsps just focus sttention on the '
one or two salient points on which any decision should be based. {

The CHAIRMAN: That is guite acceptable to me. We must
keep it in mind sc that when we have covered all other items on
the Agenda we must come back to this matter and have a genersal
discussion on it.

Dr. J.1. HMARCHAND (South Africa): I will second that,
Mr. Chairman,

The CHAIRMAY: TItem 7, "Report as to the Protececol
prepared and circulsted by the Depository Government for the
amendment of the International "haling Convention, 1946".

As far as I know there has, as yet, been no Protocol circulated,
8o it is very difficult to desl with a Protocol that is not there.

The SECRETARY: I have had no reply since last October
80 that I am not aware what progress, if any, has been made
in the preparation for the signing of the Protocol.

Dr. A. Remington KELLOGG(United States):

The proposed Protocol to the International Convention for the
regulation of whaling standsas follows. In accordance with the request of' the
International Whaling Commission, as set forth in the letter of
August 17, 1955, from the Secretary of the Commission to the
Commiseioner of the United States, the United States Government |
prepared a revised draft Protocel amending the International Jl
Convention for the regulation of whaling. The reviged draft
Protocol was transmitted to the contracting govermments for
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South Africa - Dr. Marchand

Sweden - Not present
U.S848.Rs = Mr. Bleptsov, Mr. Kulikov, Mr. Tveryanovich
U.S.A, - Dr, Kellogg and Mr. Mellor

United Kingdom - Dr. Mackintosh accompanied by others.

That settles the Scientific Sub-Committee on which the Tollowing
will be represented:

Australia, France, Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway,
South Africa, U.8.8.R., U.8.,A., and United Kingdom,

Now may I come to the Technical Chmmittee,

Australia - Dr. Anderson and Crichton-Brown,
Brazil - Not present

Canada - Mr. Fraser

Denmark - No

France - No

Iceland - No

Japan - Mr. Nara snd Mr. Kida

Mexico - No

Netherlands - Mr. Drost
New Zealand - No

Norway - Mr. Jdahn

Penama - Mr. Aleman

South Africa - Ceclonel Goulding

Sweden -~ Not present

Us8.8.R, - Mr., Solyanik and Mr. Nasinovsky
U.8.4. - My, Taylor and Captalin Adams

United Kingdom - Mr. Wall accompanied by others.

Mr, Chairman, may I take it that it is usual to record this
Committee in our Report as one representative who has the
right to take other experts. On this occasion sometimes
other names have been given, but I propose for the purposes
of the report to keep to one name, accompanied by other
experts.

The CHAIRMAN: Is that acceptable? (Agreed)

The SECRETARY: That disposes of the Technical
Committee, Mr. Chairman, and now you have yourself to
nominate, under the Rules of Procedure, the names of the
Finance and Administration ®mmittes.

The CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, we had on the Finance
and Administration Committee last yeer as members
representatlves of the United States, South Africa and
Norway, they were Dr. Kellogg, Dr. Marchand and Mr. Jahn.
I believe Dr, Marchand has now been three times on the Finance
Committee - is that not so? - and so I would suggest that
Dr, Marchand be replaced by another representative, and I
would decide that Mr. Erichsen be invited to take part in
the activities of the Finance Committee; so that the
Conmittee is Dr. Kellogg, Mr. Jahn and Mr, Erichsen.

(The Commission adjourned for coffee)
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Oerteinly nothing has been put forward there. A discussion
is not a motion and is not drafted to that effect. It would
appear that the Becretary did not consult the Chairman on this
matter and therefore, although in accordance with the Rules of
procedure, it could not be included in the order of business.

Dr, A, Remington KELLOGG (United States): Is not the
simplest way out of this dilemma to delete thie item from the
Agenda and then the Scientific Committee can take it as a matter
of business to discuss among themselves, as we haove on many
other items in the past.

The CHAIRMAN: Is that scceptable?

Mr, F. F. ANDERSON (Australia): Mr. Chairman, I am
quite prepared to accept that, provided there is no decisive
decigion reached at this Meeting on thie proposal,

The CHAIRMAN: So the Oommission is in accord
with Dr. Kellogg's idea to delete this item of the Agenda
as 1t now stands, and also to delete the letter of 7th May,1956.

With the exception of that part of the Agenda, can the
Commission then agreec on the acceptance of the Agenda? Are
there any further comments on the Agenda? May I take it that
the Agenda is accepted by the Commiseim? (Agreed) Thank
you very much for that.

Gentlemen, I think we have now to make up our minds about
the further procedure of the Commission, so we come now to the
appointment of Committees. I should like to ecall on our
Becretary to propose the amppointment of the Scientific Committee
and the Techniecsal Committec,

The SECRETARY: I will now ask the Commissioners to
state which countries should be represented on the Scientific
Sub-Committee,

Australia - Yes, Mr. Chittlsboroush
Brazil - Not present

Canada - No

Denmark - No

France - Yes, Mr. Budker
Iceland - No

Japan - Dr, Omura

Mexion = Not present

Netherlands - Profeasor Slijper and Dr. Drion

It should be understood that any member of the Committee can
bring other expcrts with him,

New Zealand - Mr. C orner
Norway - Dr. Ruud
Panama - No




The Circular resds:-

"It is accordingly pro :d tha m "

posed that the item "Opén season
for humpback whalingﬁ shall be included in the Agenda at some
appropriate point, but 1t will also be necessary as a precaution,
to include an additional paragraphes.."

The Secretary nlso says:i-

"It seems clear that what the Norwegian Commissioner has in
mind is an increase in the number of days (1lst, 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Pebruary) on which under Article 6 (3) of the Schedule, 1t is
permissible in certain waters to take humpback whales in any year."

Now the Norwegian Commissioner says he only wanted the matter
raigsed for discussion and probably to go to the Scientific
Committee. T do not know who is right, the Norwegian Commissloner
or the Secretary who drafts this. T do not think this is in
order at all,

The SECRETARY: The Circular to which Mr. Anderson
refers was entirely my work, and I was endeavouring to interpret
what the Norwegian Commissioner put to me in a letter, I
certainly had the impression that he was asking the (bmmission to
move an appropriaste amendment to the Schedule. But, if Mr.
Anderson will look at page 2, I did not suggest any actual
amendment there between square brackets; and if, thorefore, all
the Norwegisn Commissioner in fact wants ig to discuss this
matter, then possibly Mr. Anderson would allow the Agenda to be
approved, subject to that omission.

Mr, F. F. ANDERSON (Australia): I disagree with the
Seceretary on that matter. When you put a motion forward and you
put square brackets 1t is my experience - which may not be as long
as Mr., Dobson's, but it is still fairly general - that square
brackets only mean that you can insert the requisite date or
numbers as the oasec may be. But that is s definite paragraph
which he has there and he states that that has thrown it right
open.

If the Norwegians only want to discuss this, I think what
they should have asked for was that the Seientific Committee
at its recent meeting should have examined it. They did not
think about that at all; at the last moment they sent a
telegram. We are situated 12,000 miles away and we are
supposed to come here ready to argue on this basis. I say
this is not in order and that the Norweglans camot, in
gocordance with Rule XII in the Rules of FProcedure, expect
any decisive discussion on this.

"Rule XII - No order of business which involves amendment
of the Schedule to the Convention, or recommendations
under Article VI of the Convention, shall be the subject
of decisive sotion by the Commission unless the subject
matter has been included in the provisional order of
pbuesiness which hag been circulated to the Conmisslioners
at least 60 days in advance of the meeting at which the
matter is to be discussed."
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to the Agenda, if it includes the cireular letter issued by the
Secretary deted, 7th May.

I do not think this is in order and it should not be
included in the Agenda. I can give my reasons. The main
Agenda was circulated on lst May, 1956, the letter referred to,
while quoting a cable from a Norwegian C ommissioner, end also
an extract from his letter, does not put forward any substantive
or definite motion, and the last sentence of the letter is not
understood., It would appear that the Secretary has attcmpted
to read the Norweglian Commissioner's mind and put forward his
own version of how it should be worded. The Becretary has no
authority to attempt to intcrpret the mind of any Commissioner,
and he certsinly has no power to place items granted by himself
on the notlce paper. No definite proposal has been submitted
by the Norwegiasns on this matter and placing this item for
discussion does not allow the Meeting to came to decisive action
unless the new amendment is definite and the sixty daye' notice
required under Rule XII has been giveén.

Mr. G. JAHN (Norway): I do not understand the meening.
The Whaling Association of Norway asked us if we could take up
for discussion that an opening season for humpback whaling be
placed on the Agenda, s a subject for discussion; 8o we sent
a telegram before the Agenda was closed, which is the rule.
Then we wrote a letter; which has been circulated to the Members
of the Commission; and I cannot see that we should not discuss
this question.

It 1s a question for the Scientific Committee to deal with
as other questions on the Agenda concerning the separation of
whales and the season for teking whalesg.

We have not, of course, given it a definite form. It is
only a question which we think we might discuss here. Whether
we lengthen it or do not lengthen it, whether it is glven one
day, two days or more depends on the discussion and the view of
the Secientific Committee will of course be of very great
impertance to our decision. That ie the only thing.

Pergonally I have not stated my views on it at this time,
but I will wait and see what the Scientific Committee say about
the guestion. That is the only thing. I do not think it is
necessary to have a definite propossl on the Agenda. We must
be able to take up questions for discussion. The Norweglsn
Delegation has not decided nor haes it any proposal for the
lengthening of time; we only raise the matter because the
Norwegian whalers think it might be useful to lengthen.

Mr. F. F. ANDERSON (Australia): Mr. Chairman, may

I point out that there is a definite amendment to the schedule
suggested in this lettter, and that is what I am objecting to.
With all due respect to the Norwegian Commissioner, you cannot
just place an item on the Agenda for discussion and then expect
to get a decision out of it. You must give proper notice in
order that the countries concerned cen consider the matter

and irs truct their Delegates before they leave the country
concerned.
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The SECRETARY: Mr, Chairman and Gentlemen, there are
one or two small points which I would like to announce which may
agsist you in your deliberations.

(The Sacretary made some announcemente concerning
Conference arrangements., )

There is one small point on the Agenda, if I might Just
mention it at this stage. I am sorry that in the Agenda there
wae a misprint. Item 21 reads "Draft (to be circulated later)
Eighth Annual Report for approval." That should be the Seventh
Annual R eport. I want to put it right now., The Seventh
Annual Report is what you have before you.

(The Secretay read out a ligt of all the Members,
Gommissioners and experts.)

Mr. H., S. DROST (Netherlands): May I point out that
there ig an omission on the 1ist of Delegations: Dr. Drion is
one of our advisers.

The CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, 1 should like to take
this opportunity to say that it is a real pleasure for me to
gsee a good many new Members in our Commisslon. Perhaps 1
may call i1t a kind of reunion which we apprecliate very
much, but Imust confess that the "old-timers)! if I may call them
that, are still the backbone of the Commipelion.

1 should like to welcome our former Chairman, Dr. Remington
Kellogg, I am sure we are all very pleased to have him in our
midst.

There is no need to stress agein the importance and purpose
of the 1946 Oonvention for the Rogulation of Whaling. In this
Meeting we have some very remarkable itcme on the Agenda and I
ask for your serious attention in tackling these problems,

The first thing we have to do to open the discussion, I
believe, is to approve the Agenda.

Dr. A. Remington KELLOGG (United States): I so move,
The OHAIRMAN: May I have s seconder, Gentlemen?
Mr, G. JAHN (Norway): I second.

Mr, F. F. ANDERSON (Australia): I have an objection
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for'wagd, Mr, Chairman, to seeing you gentlemen there, on
one of those pleasant social occasions which go with these
international conferences.

May I conclude then, Mr. Chairman, by offering you my best
wishes for the success of your Conference dealing with this
immensely difficult subject. If you do as well as you have
done in the past I do not doubt that its end will be completely
successful.

1 have great pleasure in declaring the Eighth Meccting of
the International Whaling Commission opel.

The CHAIRMAN: Your Excellency, Gentlemen, may I on
behelf of the Commission thank his Excellency very much for the
fine address he has given us. I hope we will all keep in mind
the important outlines that his Excellency has pointed out when
we have our discussions in the next few days. We have a rather
long Agenda and an importaent one too,; 80 that it is important to
bear in mind what has just been said by his Excellency in his
address of welcome.

May I also thank his Excellency for the invitation he gave
us to the party at the Dorchester Hotel. I think it will be
to his convenience if I keep my introductory speech as short as
I can because I know his Excellency, Mr. Nugent, has more on his
mind than whaling - although I must confess he is an expert
because I think he has read the right books on 1t, That is a
very important question for all of us, that whaling is not only
a question of getting the whales out of the sea but also of
keeping as many whales in the sea 1o go on for as long as we can,

1 thank his Excellency again for his warm addrcss of welcome
and I hope that we shall see him asgain ih the near future
support our aim to keep whaling as a world business for many
years to come.

Mr. G. R. H. NUGENT (Parliamentary Secretory, Ministry
of Agriculturs, Fisheries and Food): If you will excuse me now
I will return to my labours. This is the pleasure with which I
start the day, and now I have to begin my work.

(Mr. Nugent left the Conference room)

The CHAIRMAN: Before we go further, Gentlemen, I have
to request the Press representatives to leave this Mesting. I
teke this opportunity of thanking them for the attention they
have given to our Meeting; I would also tell them thet at the
end of our discussions we will release a Press Notice,

Gentlemen, I believe our Secretary has some announcements to
make on the running of the whole Conference, 80 I ask your
attention for Mr. Dobson for a minuto or twoa
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Well, of course, that looks absolutely nothing tn you experts,
but that was only s hundrea years ago, and it does I think
explain why Melville said then, "We account the whale immortal
in the species, however perishable in his individuality."

That was only a hundred years ago, and today of course
the situation is completely changed, modern whaling techniques
having tipped the balence so that now whalee in large numbers
are only preserved by your most careful supervision. Indeed,
in the Northern Hemisphere, although there are still a few
whales about, they no longer exist in numbers which would be
of interest to commercial whaling.

Even in the Southern Hemisphere, where you catch your
whales now, you will I am sure agree that the stocks are
shrinking dangerously. It 1s significant that the only whale
which you now catch in considerable numbers ig the Tin-back
whale which, in Melville's days was regarded as uncatchable
because he swam too fast. But the other whales, the blue
whale, the humpback and the right-whale, which were all
plentiful a hundred years ago, are nowadays all in sadly
depleted numbers,

Finglly, Mr. Chairman, I am sure you would expect me to
say Jjust one word not only asboui the commercial and scientific
angle, but the other consideration which I am sure you have in
mind, and that is the moral consideration of the preservation
of a species, All of us today are I think even more conscious
than normally in this nuclear age that we live in a Tinite
world where man commands great powers, not only to create things
but to destroy them, particularly with the aid of nuclear power.
We are all aware that whether we have creation or destruction
rests ultimately on thec decision of ourselves, lunan beings, an
act of freewlll. Each one of us has our resporsibility to
make sure that at any rate in our sphere of activity our
contribution will be one on the side of creativesness rather
than destruction.

In our sphere that we are talking about heme, the sphere of
whaling, we have the responsibility to ensure th.at we maintain
the whaling stocks of the world, each one of us as far as we
are able, so that at least there will be conservation. It
would lie very heavy on the conscience of all of* us from all
our nations in this generation if we were responsible for the
virtual extermination and destruction of the whales throughout
the world. I know that that thought 1s never fay from your
minds, as I say, not only from the commcreial poinrt of view,
but also from the moral one. I know that despite the immense
difficulty of reconciling the commereial necessities with the
huge sums of capital which you have invested in your great
whaling fleets, despite the difficulties of reconciling that
consideration with these scientific and moral consgiderations,
you will manage once again, Mr. Chairman, in yowr Conférence
this time to achieve a successful balance.

Finally on a lighter note: by the time yow reach ‘
tomorrow evening you will have been talking hard for two &ays
and you will be feeling a little dry by then. 8io, I have
the pleasure of extending to you the hospitality- of Her
Majesty's Government to join us at the Dorcheste r Hotel to
take a little liguid refreshment with me, I grecatly look




catching power of your modern whaling fleets the continuing
existence of whale stocks in sufficient strength to make them
comnerolally interesting is continuously in danger unless you
take some effective measure to control that catching power.
You have done this by establishing an international code of
catching which you each one of you in your own national
governments have encoded in the law of your countries to .
ensure that it will be sffectively observed. And so each
year you meet in thisg International Commission to review the
progress of the work of the Commission, to review the trend
of whaling stocks and to take the difficult decision of what
should be the catch ceiling for the future,
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I am sure that you would join with me in paying our respect
and gratitude to the scientists for the tremendous work that
they undertake in checking and surveying the behaviour of the
whales, and so giving you reliable reports on the level of the
stocks and the trend of stock, to advise you on what in fact is
a safe ceiling for the catch,

This year once again you will have to decide what should
be the ecatch ceiling for the future, and I think I would not be
understating the situation if I said as the ycars go by this
decision becomes not easier but more difficult. Inevitably
it is so with the immensely strong catching capacity of your
modern fleets.

In years gone by the catching of whales was a most
hazardous affair. The odds on the survival of the whale were
very much greater than those on the survival of the catcher,.

I have recently learnt of interesting records of very early
whaling fleets centurics ago who observed the South American
Indians, the Red Indians, practising whaling in those regions.
Their technigue was to paddle out their canoes, which were
swift but very flimsy, until they were alongside the whale when
the leader of the canoe stepped off onto the head of the whale
and proceeded to thrust into one of the¢ blow-holes of the whale
& sharpened stake. Of course this considerably disconcerted
the whale, and the stake was held there until the whale actually
sounded. The Red Indian then sprang back into the canoe if he
could; and each time the whale surfaced agein the same process
waes followed, the ldea being to prevent the whale breathing so
that finally the whale was literally drowned, On¢ can well
imagine the convolutions and gyrations of the agonised whale
trying hard to breathe and slowly being suffocated and drowned.
What a hazardous business it must have been for the Red Indian
involved in jumping backwards and forwards on his head each
time he surfaced! I imagine, Mr. Chairman, if there had been
any conservation measures in those days the Red Indians would
have laid first claim to them!

Even when one looks at the perhaps better known records of
Mr, Melville writing a hundred years ago, with those wonderfully
graphic descriptions in Moby Dick, one sees that even then
whaling was & very sporting event with the odds pretty even
between the whale and the catchers, I quote from his book,

"LO men in one ship hunting sperm whale
for forty-eight months think they have done extremely
well and thank God if at last they carry home the oil
of forty whales."
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EIGHTH MEETING
Document

INTERNATIONAL _ WHALING  COMMISSION

EIGHTH MEETING

eéssion of Mond 16th July, 1956
in the Chair: Dr, G, J, Lienesch (Netherlands)

The CHAIRMAN: Will the Eighth Meeting of the
International Whaling Commission please come to order,

of you
@mtion for
British

Your Excellency, Gentlemen, I am glad to see
around this table; and I would like to call your &%
His Excellency, Mr. Nugent, the representative of 3
Government. i,

Mr, G. R, H, NUGENT (Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food): Mr. Chairman, your
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, this is an honour to whiech
I look forward with great pleasure. I have done it twice befire
and now I think already I know a number of you distinguished
ladies and gentlemen here; and it is a great pleasure for me to
see you here again, opening as I am today this Eighth Meeting of
your International Whaling Commission.

On behalf of Her Majesty's Government I welcome you most
warmly to London for this Meeting, I am sure that the Meeting
will be a great success; and I hope that you will enjoy your
visit to London, and that you will enjoy your stay in our
country. If you gentlemen who come from other countries see
a distracted air on the faces of the English Delegates in the
next day or two, please do not think they are upset by the course
of the Conference: I1f there is one subject whieh worries us even
more than the conservation of whales it is the congervation of the
Ashes, We are now in the middle of the Test Match against the
Australians, let me explain for the benefit of our visitors, and
we are still hoping very much that we shall beat them, but the
matter is in the balance, and is a matter of great anxiety for
gll of us.

As well as your distinguished selves visiting this country,
I see from the daily papers we have another distinguished
vislitor, Miss Marilyn Munroe. She has obviously come to
England to disprove the saying of our great literary man, Dr.
Johnson, he adjured us"never believe in round figures”. Miss
Munroe has obviously come here to prove that he was wrong.
One has only to take one loock at her to see the truth that
round figures do exlst - even without the assistance of the
by-product of your industry which so often helps the ladies'
figures!

To turn, Mr. Chairman, to more serious matte®s, I would like
to congratulate you on continuing to masintain this International
Whaling Commission. This, as I say, is your Eighth Meeting, and
the existence of the Internatlional Whaling Commission is a great
tribute to the good sense and the farsightedness of each one
of the seventeen nations who subscribe to it. You
have had the wisdom to recognize that with the tremendous
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