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l{USSIA S VISI'l~ED 
GOUGH ISLAND 

~ 

Fisl1ermen Re1lort Signs 
of Slava La11di11g 

CRpt· Tinws ShipJlin~ Corrt>11pomlcul 

f,1'111:\Ci ,.xp1•1lit i11n• £rum 'fri•tan 1la Cunha IHl\C 

rrporll'tl li1ul i11:; in-1·riptions matll· on tlu- rol'k ~ on 
1 

1 Gou;?h l •lan1l, near 'l'ri-11111, h) the 1·n·" of thr• Ruqoi-in : 

I 
"haling [odor~ t hip ~l.1q1 1 "'hid 1 apparrntl ~ la111lr1I thr.rr. 
rlurin,; thr. rcr .. nl '' halin;? -ea•on. E,1-,.pl fo r hiril • t•~g•, 

1 

Gough I la111l ho• till intltHrv. tlwud1 it i- rir•h in gua no. 

l Curios h· has been artSwered t• • 
by the movements of the Sla,·a • 
after the close of the whaling l 
S(?llSOn. for she returned to 1 
Table Bav almost a month 
behind ·other expeditions, but 
was kn-Own to be operating not 
tar away. 

The time supply tankers took 
to go from the Cape to the Slnva 
and return showed thi:~ she was 
not more than a week's stcammt: 
dlstnnt, and the landings on 

. Gough lsland would confirm my 
? earhcr rePOrts that she was in 
_ that v!emlty. 

Lnrger lslondf; lo the south
west of the C:llllC ha\'O shore\ 
whnlmsi stations In upcration. 
notably Solllh Gcorcin. which 
has lJcrn developed by a Leith 
firm. 

PROSPECTING 
The visit of the Russians to 

Gough mav ha\'e l>een w1lh a 
view to prospecting. and estnb
Hsh na whether a shore station 
could be erected there 

G<Jugh Island is a British 
,l)OSSCSSiOn 

Gough Island. also known ns 
Dlca:o Alvarez. lies about 1,500 
miles from Cape Town. and\ 
nbout 250 ml1es S S.E. of Tristan 
dn Cunha. It Is about eight miles 
Joni: nnd 4 miles broad, w!th a 
totnl area o! 40 square mi'cs. 

~ ... 
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The dates of the departure of the Slava from 
Cape Tovm for the whaling ground and of her return 
to that port at the end of the season show little 
variation over the past four years , as the following 
table shows: -

Capetovm 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 

Arrival lLith April 30th April 12th April 6th April 

Departure 30th Nov. lat Dec. 20th Nov. 18th Nov. 

Although we have no details of the movements of the 
Slava between leaving Cape Town on the 18th November 1951 
and her return on the 6th April 1952, we feel on balance 
that the explanation g iven by the Ship ' s Master is 
probably correct. (Gough Island is about five days 
steaming 'from Cape Town. ) 

/ 'l1 

s 
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WHltcb&ll 2321 

COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE 

DOWNING STREET 

Plmc quote In rtply: F 2872/7 LONDON S.W.1 

}_( June , 1952. 

Dear Doxey , 

Thank you for your letter (19/88/2) of the 24th May 
with which you sent me a ~utting from the Cape Times about 
the visit of the Russian Whale Factory Ship 11Slava" to 
Gough Island. 

When the Administrator of Tristan da Cunha landed on 
the island last February, he saw a stone at Glen landing 
place \fhich had on it the name "Ivanov'' in Russian 
characters, and "Semejcov s<tava" in Roman letters , and 
the date 11 1951" . He underst.ood that "Ivanov" was the 
name of the Slava' s Chief Engineer and reported that he 
believed the visit to have taken place in November 1951. 

The Master of the Slava was in London earlier this 
month for the meeting of the International Connnission for 
the Regulation of Whaling, and advantage was taken of an 
informal conversation to question him discreetly about 
Gough Island. He said that the ship had lain off the 
island while refuelling her catchers and that some members 
of the crew had landed for a few hours . It was then 
no doubt that they indulged in their taste for calligraphy. 

The 

G.V. Doxey, Esq., 
south Africa House . 

/ ., 

s 



19/68/2 

Runninn Y,h!l ins ort Goueh lelpnf!. 

cting on your inute P •. 10~/2 of tho bth ~ laut, 
ppro ched the authorit es her;"G bout t vitit or the 
1 an \ hale f'uc to~.v obip " lav ' to oue \ al n6. 

The a ter Of' the ' uluv u 'Iii& r ic r 
thi onth ror the meeting of the Inte n ti .al C 1 olon 
for the e ul ti on of h line;, and aCJvan t e av n of an 
infor l conver tion to gu t.lon h1r d1oc~etly ..tt Gough 
leland. lie oa1 th t the lp bnd ~ 1n f Lhc 1 l nd while 
ret'Uell1ng her cntcherE and that OJ - b r of the ~ rew 
ha~ landed for o few hours. 

he d te G of t.hc ltepartu1~ of the i.Jl*1V • from 
Cape Town .for t.he holing ground and <>'f her re tu1•n to thn t 
port at t.he end o the eeoeon show 11 ti.le vorietion over the 
eat four y are, ae the follo~in table hows: -

1948 1950 1951 1952 
CepetCi'An 

rri al 

1949 

14th A ril 

eparture ) th ov. lat Dec . 

3 th April 

20tn ov. 

12 th pril 6th Apr1 l 

18th OV . 

GVD/RL~ 

K 

V..:; no details 
pe oun on 

the 8h1p 

Political ecr tory . 



19/88/2 i7t.h June , 1952· 

r Reed, 
~hank iOU for letting me hove your 

c nta on the v 1 it Of the "Glove" to Gough 

Of uour letter F . 2872/l of 
I lnna under cover # 

the 26th June . 

ne e 111 be raos~ u cful to our 

cvple in re tori a. 
y oure inc re lY , 

G V. DOX Y, 

A. H. Re~. eq. , coma:oowealth Relations Office . 

~\'p~' 
V\/) OVD/RL 1 

_.....-· ft &'&.Z. 

eporture }0th ov. let Dec. 

;, 't.TI A}ll'll 

20to ov. 

sy laot, 
" t.he 

tr1bt6n 
otonc 

v in 
tt.ers, 

the 
he 
~.I.. 

lier 
olon 

, of an 
1; oough 
! hile 
rew 

0 
t.tlnt 
er the 

1952 

6th Ap:ril 

18tb ov. 

lthou h the Unite~ au thor1 t.l h v no d tails 
of th ove nt of the 'l va' betw 
the l th ove ber 1951 end b 
t.bey re l o b l nee th t th 
Illa ter 1 prob bl.r correct. 

GVD/llL'f 

a l vln ap o..rn on 
t th pr1l 1952 

i vcn b7 tne ~h1pl s 

K 

Political ccrctcry . 
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There arc indications that 1''W' Seals have returned to or d 
on the island in some numbers, af'ter being ext~rminated by the 
sealers in the lust century. Investigations will i,ndicatc 1hether 
1 t r1ould be po3aiblo to start controlled farming of the seals f'or 
their valuablo polts . 

PERSONNEL 

J . B. Henney (leader, surveyor), 24 •••• 
~outh GeorgiE, Survey, 1951 - 52 . Army trained surveyor . 

l.i.K. S11ales (zoologist), 24 • • •• 
Leader of Cwnbridge Uni verf:li ty Norwegian Orn:l.thological 
Expeditions, 1953 and 1954. Honours degree in Zoology 
and Botany. 

N. Wace (botanist), 26 •••• 
ex-Royal Marines . 

R. W. Lo Maitro (geologist), 21 •••• 
Cambridge Unive~sjty Mountaineering Club . 

J . J . van der MeN1e (meteorologist) 
seconded .f'rom Weather Bureau, Pretoria. 

J . G. HcLaggan (t;eneral assistant), 21 •••• 
Third year medical student . 

R. J.H. Chambers (general assistant), 23 •• . • 
Cambridge University MountaineerinJ Club . 

P .J . 11.ullock (Radio operator- mechanic), 21 ••• • 
Cambridge University Wireless Society. 

f...>- iJ,11., 
All seven mcmbers,<.detailed above ~7ill have graduated at Cambridge 
or Oxford Universities by June 1955 . 

COST 

The approximate cost of thb er.:cdition will be ~r. 000-£~ 000 ~ iJJJ!I • 09 3 

J.B .. Hca."ley. 

~ 6 l.Ie.rch 1955 

1 

l 



OBJECT 

Q.Q!!.QlL ISLAfID SCIEN'l'IJt'IC SURVEY 

Plan 

f '1 The e:xpcdition r1ill map the island, and make a thorouch study 
0 - ts fauna, :f'loro, and geology, and also establish a pilot 
meteorological 3tation to t.ro.nsmit daily ~leather reports to the 
?;5~~al Forecasting Off'ice, Pretoria, f'rom August 1955 to February 

DBSCRIP-1'1.Q.!f 

Gough Island is a small uninhabited island in Jatitude 40°20 1 $ . 
and longitude 9°57'Vf. It is some 260 miles south by east of Tristan 
da Cunha, and nearly 2, 000 miles 1"1est by south of the Cape of Good 
Hope In size the island is about elght miles long, with a peak 
rising to 2,915 feet (see sketch map) . 

HISTORICAL NOTE 

The island was sigrted i.1 1731 by captain Gough from Hhom it 
gets its name . There are only about half a d,zcn recorded visits up 
to the end of the last century, most of them by sealers . Since then 
Visits have been made for periods of up to four days by three 
Antarctic Expeditions, and some scientific specimens collected. 

In 1938 the island 11as proclaimed a dependency of St . Helena . 

More recently Gough Island has been visited in connection ~1ith 
the craVl:f'ish industry nor: established on Tristnn do. Cunha • 

.§UPPORT 

The expedition is actively supported by the Scott Polar Research 
Institute, Cambridge, the Royal Geo5raphical Society, and the Weather 
Bureau, Pretoria. It also hae the a,pproval of other scientific 
socic:ities and ins ti tutior.s including the British Huseu.n (Natural 
History), for whom collections a.re being made . 

FIELD \l)PJS 

The l":e"\t her r eports to be tre.r.:::M.i. tted daily by t he expedJ t 1 on 
.i.n conjunction Vii t h t h ose already being sent :f'l'om T1•:l. o t a n da Cun~.n:> 
1·1111 increese t he re:tie.bili ty or f'ore casts i'or South A1'rica and its 
11estern sea areas . This Hill test the desirability of maintaining a 
permanent station on the islund. 

Gou.gh Island is the only remaining sub-antarctic island on which 
no systematic scienti1'ic collec~ing has been done . The pl ace has 
been described as a naturalist's paradise; there is abundant vege
tation and a rich bird population. Cor.tplete collections r1ill be 
mude of the plants, mosses, lichens, and invertebrates, ond the study 
of these and the birds and seals should elucidate some interesting 
problems of biological distribution . 

The survey V1ork will be made diffi'"ul t by the high rainf'all 
D.nd lO\/ cloud. 

The geology 0f the island is not •ompletely Jr.no~m, ·md the 
proposed expedition Will make a thorough examination possible . 
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GOUGH ISLAND SCIENTIFIC SURVEY 

] , "" 
l B HtA.'J r 

Supp ud by 
Scon POLAR RISEARCH b~sTlnrn 

ROYAL G OGR.\PI !CAL SOClll\ 

Soutn frican High Commissioner in U. l..., 
douth ~frica House 
Trafa!gar Square, ' 
1.sOlIDON. 

Your E>rcellency, 

Oldhouse Farm, 
\Vakes Co lne, 

Colchester, 
.. ssex. 

30th arch, 1955. 

I encl.ose the p1ans for an expeaition tnat is setting our for 
Gough Island in June 1955. 

The expedition is actively su1)uorted. by tne Scott Polar Res
earch Institute, the Royal Geographlcal Society, the British Mus-
eum, ~nd other scientific institutions in this country. The 
C9l9n1al Office Has approved the plansl and given permission to 
v1s1t the island. In addition the Director of the Weather 
B~eau, :ri-etoria Dr. T.E . . 1. Schwnaun, welcomes th~ plan to estab
lish a~pilot wealner station on Gough Island for six months , and 
ha.s offered to second one of his experienced meteorological obs
ervers to the expeuition, and to len( all the necessary instru
ments. 

The American expert, Professor A. Spilhaus, re2orting off ic
ial Ly on the Union ' s meteorolobical services in 1947, said: 
"Gough Island is a very important point. from which to secure met
eoro1ogical observations in addition to those of Tristan da Cunha. 
l;3y the comparison of simultaneous readings at the two points 
information roay be secured which is not available from one alone. 11 

The simultaneous raadings ma~e it possible to orient fronts, and 
to fix more correctly toe centres of passiug depressions, tnus 
enabling their time of arrival in South Africa to be forecast more 
accurately. This leads to im)roved Neather forecastsi see(Weather 
Bureau News Letterl Pretoria, ifo. t>lt- 1954, p. 5) . In 950, when a 
membe1· of the dcot Polar Researctl institute waB in Cape t own it 
was suge;ested tnat tne preliminary trials for <;l. weather station 
on Go1:18h might we carried out by private enterprise, and could well 
be undertaken by a University party, as the present one is. 

Dr. Scnumaon is not able to offer any financial assistance 
since the resources of nis uepartment are neavily truced by the plan 
to establish a weather station on Bouvet Island, but he attaches 
great importance to reports from Gough Island. One of tae big 
problems is fixing transport from Caoe Town to the island, and 
since South Africa attaches so much lrnport.ance to the f.'eteorological 
side of the expe~ition ' s programm~, .I wonder whe~her it would,be 
possible for you to recommend off1c1al co-operation from tne uoutn 
African Navy. It woulii. aopear that the best way of getting there 
woula be by a frit~ei· 1, t)le e.xped1t1on P,lans to arrive in Gape 
Town at the end of Ju y ,ro.-.~ .fo 4.-~ ~ ~st-.....A \........ F~~ 1~.s-'. 

The survey ~·1ork v1111 be ma.de difi'ieul t by the high raini'all 
and lov cloud. 

The geology of the island is not ~ompletely k.nmm, ~.rid the 
proposed expedition Will make a thorough examination possible . 
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Dr. Schumann is not a51e to orrer any financial assis t ance 
since the resources of nis department are heavily taxeti by t he plan 
t o establish a weather st ation on Bouvet Island, but he at taches 
~reat importance to reportd from Gough Island. One of the big 
pr oblems is fix~ng transport from Cape Town to the island, and . 
since South Africa attaches so much importance t o the Meteorological 
side of the expedition ' s programme, I wonder whether it would be 
p~ssible for you to recommend official co-operation from tne South 
African Navy. It would appear that the best way of getting there 
would be by~ fritakel· ,, tpe axpedition P.lans to arrive in Gape 
Town at the end of Ju y ,to-.. h> ~~ :tLt. .:s1._;. \..- F~~ rte&.. 

r--- - -"- .., ... .., ... .., ... v~.&.~ct..I. UJ.ol'r .1. UUT.10D . 

Tho survey ~·rork flill be made diffie-ul t by the high rainfall 
and low cloud. 

The geology of the 1 sland is not ~ompletely known, "'J'ld the 
p r oposed expedition Will make a thorough examination possible . 
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lat April, 1955. 

1" Sir, 

I writ 1th r~ference to your letter of 
ch 30th to the H1Gh Co~acioner on the proposed 

oxpedi tion to Gough !eland 1n June next. 

The High Cor,miesioner received your letter on 
the ove of bis dep rturc from London on n official vieitt 
end hao requested r:?e to let you kncr.i tb.Dt he hos r :ferred 
to the outh Afr1CDn uthorities for conoidorotion your 
llg3eat1on reecrding transport for th expedition. he 

io not conv ra:int 1th all the details o:f the expedition 
he dooe not f el able to expreno an opinion 1n tlw ttcr, 
but ill inform you an aoan ae the vie a cf the outh 
.A.fric n authorities ere received. 

Youro foithfUl.l.y, 

Political ueoretory. 

J. B. H ney, q., 
Goueb I land Scientific uurvey, 

Oldhousc Farl'l, 

JS/AG 

akes Colne, 
Colchester. 

Tho survey vrork will be made d.if'i'i~ul t by the hi eh raini'all 
and lo~r cloud. 

The geology 01' the island is not ~omplotely knovn, "'.nd the 
proposed expedition Will make a thorough examination possible . 



.s. 17/192 

4th April, 1955· 

Gough IelF.llld Scicn~ic Su..~e:y 

I nm directed to forward for consideration by 
the oppropri t authorities a copy of a letter ted 3oth 
~ch, i th cnclorro.:re, fr CD llr. J. :B. lleancy, the l. ad er 
of the Gough I lED.d ucicntific uUTV'CY. It ill b aeen 
th.at the exp citio.n i accki.ng the aoaiotanco of the Union 
authori tie in providing tran.opcrt from O p fown to Gough 
Isl.end in Ju.ly, 1955, uru1 beck to Capel !l:o •• n in February, 
1956. 

A the expedition ia aettins out :fr England 
1n Jun t ere re ins 11 ttle ti~o to co plete arrangements, 
end it would be precUited if the matter cauJ.d receive 
ur ent consideration and :l..f you ouJ.d 1.nfor.r:n the High 
Col!lmis ioncr as soon ae possible ~hat reply r;,ay be returned 
to Mr. Heaney. 

J. G. STt:WAHl 

~olitic l ueoretary. 

JS/AG 

Tho survey v1ork v1111 be mo.de d.ii'f'i t-ul t by tl1e high rainfall 
D.nd lov cloud. 

The geology of the island is not ~ompletely kno\m, "J1d the 
proposed expedition Will make a thorough examination possible . 

/ 

J r 



P .. 17/192. 

1955, 

------ ------

AIR 

c1cnt1n2 

fer :to our 

bethor you 

4th • 1955. 

o't tb 4tb April, 

The survey \·1ork will be made diffi Pul t by the high rainfall 
ond lov cloud. 

The geology of the island is not ~OmPletely lmmm, :md the 
proposed e.xpedi ti on 11111 make u thorough examination po:>sible . 
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CODE TELEGRAM 

FROJ.1: SECEXTERN, CAPE TOYlN 

DESPATCHED: 14.5.55 

TO: HIGH CO.MJJISSIONER, LONDON 

RECEIVED: 16.5 . 55 

No.46 

Your despatch of 14th April, Ps.17/192. 

Union Government regret inability to provide 

frigate to Gough Island Scientific Survey Party unless 

latter prepared to meet cost . Thia is in view particularly 

of the Union's decision to participate in projected Antarctic 

Expedition. 

/PC 

c 

J FOU R\ 

JP/., 

The survey V/Ork Will be made diffi<"ul t by the high rainfall 
and lov cloud. 

'l'he geology of the island is not ~ompletely kn01m, :md the 
proposed expedition Will make u thorough ex~rninat1on possible . 



.. 

• • 17/192 l '('th y, 1955 • 

II • r tr, 

ould you. plooo ref or to yau.r lotter of 
30th rch to tho B1F)l Cor:ni 1oncr cbout the propooeid 
ltP ditian to Gou8h Ioland .. 

... 
Cl • 

J /AG 

Union Gove nt &ret that they ore not blc 
ovour blc reply to your r qu ..,,t, but cir 

.., r d 1n p -ticulnr by t ci.i• dcc1o1on 'f;o 
n tho !\1.'0~~c d /'1ltarct c c~.. t1on. 

Your 

J 

Polit ~ . crctrry . 

.rr- ____ ,,_ ..,._ .,, ... .., ... v~..1.ua..1. U.Lb 1.ol' J.UUT.l. OD • 

The survey work Will be made d.i.fi'i"~l t by the high rain.fall 
end lov cloud. 

The geology o.f t~e island is not ~ompletely kno~m, :md the 
proposed expedition will make o thorough examination possible . 



--------·------ ------

GOUGII ISLAND SCIENTIFIC SURVEY 
Ltadn-

1 B ll11ANf\' 

Sup, '1td l>) 
Seon Poi.Aa RE:SEuc11 J>Jsnrvn 

RoYAL G1 OChrmc...L Soc1rn 17, aicolm Street, 

CAMBRIOO "'· Your Ref : p.s. 17/1q2. 

Political Secretary 
South Africa HoUBe ' 
TrafaAgar Jquare, ' 
LONDOU 1

•
1

• C. 2. 

Dear Sir, 

21st ay, 1955. 

Tnank you for your letter of 17th May. I am very so1·ry to 
hear that tne Union Government cannot see its way to roviding 
transport for the Expedition to Gough Island free of charge. 

The Royal Navy have indicat~d that it could possibly take the 
party ta Goueh Island in November, 1955, which will necessitate a 
slight change of the original plant but there still remains the 
proolem of getting back. The available sources of transport are 

I 
very limitea , and therefore I would be most grateful if you w>uld 
enquire what meeting the cost of a frigate to pick up the party 
in March 1956 woul1 entail. It may be toe onlif~eans of getting 
off, . since the Tristan Development Company have· said they cannot 
provide trans~ort. 

I \ 

I was talKing to Dr. Fuchs thi leader of the proJected 
Commonwealth Antarctic Exoedition, and he was most anxious to Know 
v.nat you meant in your letter when you referred to the "P.rojected. 

\ fntarctic expedition" . Do you mean his show, or tne ¢-1..~f.</A. 
""inter reconnaisance to Bouvet Island? 

Yours faitnfULLY, 

) ~-~~~ ,, . ......., "~ 
t~ J . B. Heaney. 

»1~ '~ , . 
~ (; 

> 

__ __ .,.,_ ..,.., .., ... .., ... VtJ .&. .,;u..1. U..Lb t..1'J.UU1'10D . 

The survey vrork Will be made dif'!'i"ul t by the high rainfall 
and lmr cloud. 

The geology of' the i sland is not ~ompletely known, "Ind the 
proposed expedition will make a thorough examination possible . 



----.---

. . 17;192. 

24th 83, 1955. 

14th 

c!1t1 

J G STE.WART 

JJB/sn 

The survey <tork Will be made dif'.fi '" \ll t by the high rainfall 
and 10\1 cloud. 

The geology of the island is not ~ompletely known, "'J1d the 
proposed expedition \lill make o thorough examination possible . 
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CODE TELEGRJJ 

0: S CEXTERN, PRETORIA 

D SPA C D: 20. 6.55 

PRO HIGH CO ISSIONER, LOI.DON 

No . 55 

Your Uo.46 and my despatch PS .17/192 of 24th ay . 

Can you now indicate estimated cost of round trip 

, by frigate and also cost per day in event of delay due to 

/$if_-~) bad weather at Gough Island? ~ r ~ 

iW / r ),l/>''B ~r/~ 
~v+r.:~_,,,..,,, . jl ~~)""' 
~ ~ 1\\~ ~·:.a i ,7 

,... Ll } V 

JS/PC 

Debit: 

tion of th 1 er of tb 

G :rEWART 

JJB/SJJ 

The survey work will be ...... nd 10•1 cloud. made d.iffi~~lt by th 11 h • e i e rainfall 

The geology of the island is 
proposed expedition will make a th not ~ompletely kn mm, -md the 

orough examinati on possible . 

---------------~--==-==-------~~~· 



GOUGJI ISLAND SCIENTIFIC SURVEY 
l.~adrr 

J n Hr.A"Ev 

• "'"d b) 
Scon Poi AR RE URCH I N$11TUTt: 

R OYAL GFOGRAPlllCAL SOCIETY 
01 hou c 

"Ot Ju 9 

ionor . 

London , 

Your Exoolloncy, 

•ollow n n to,ophono conve-a~tion I had 1ith th ~eorct ry 
on 18th July, I m wr ting to enquire w1othor it 'ou d be o oib for the 
Union Government to reoonnider oy reoucst th t n frir to of t Sout Afric~n 

vy ~tr,h~ nonint t xpo itlo 

3 nco I 1 at wrote ~1 t 
Ro. " y nt Si onsto vn th t e wi • t 'e t 

Cunha. nt t via Tri tc.n dn 

A ric,., 
en observer to t 

Gou~h Is ~nd lies i 
an ious to toct t 

I) 1 
l'JU ort 

The survey V1ork Will be made diff'i l'~l t by the high rainfall 
and 1011 cloud. 

'l'he geology Clf the island is not ~ompletely known, :md the 
proposed expedition Will make a thorough examinati on possible . 

t'on 

no 



•• 17/J.92 

22nd July, 1955. 

nt 

It oul.d be appreciated if Iar. B y•a ropres ntn-
tio cou1d oo c ~:ldorcd by the Ul11on cutho:ri tio end 1t 
you oUl.d inform as eoon as Poso1blc of th noture of the 
r pl,y • .hi.ch ohOUl.d be roturncd to hi.Jn • 

.Pir t '-> cretary. 



• " 17/192 23rd July, 955 • 

1955. 

f orthcocinn 

o e Union 
ir r ply 

Yourn 1th:tully, 

t> E>/v\RT 

irct c~tary. 

ri. ~~p I' ~ . Q~.'I y, 

y>( 1 
I V,~i\I( 
~·pi: 

I 

r. 

J'3/AG 

---~ .................. ..._,. ·~-.7 
o't hi party 1nB 1clced up at GOU(;h I land by the e 
party which Dr. is aendJrig to ttt cdoll eo in prepara-
tion tar tho !r - int r~tio expc 1 tion, but t re re found 
to b otic l d1t.f1aul.tiea in the ay of thi , 6lld 1t oppcnrc 
that the Pucha ~ cauld not e iat CXOOJ>t porhnpa in th 
CD. of on crtre rgeney. 

It ucml.d be epprccintcd if L!r. H y• reprc .nta
tim cClUl.d. btl c :.llD1dcred by the Ul'J.ion authori ticc and 1.f 
you otild inf o soon e possible of the natur of the 
r ply hich ohould be returned to him. 

P.1r t Q cretary. 



~ 

l lJGl"OS.. 
AlltMA IL 

102/2. 

UNI£ VAN SUID·AJRIY.A 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

0EPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANQSe":~~ 
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AF~Al~:,·;eo , .. 

Die Ho~ Kommissaris vir die 
LONDEN. 

PRETORIA. 

2 5 AUG 1955 

Wetenskaplike Opname van Gough-ciland: 
Gebruik van n fregat van die Suid- Afrikaanee 

Vloot . 

Met verwysing na u diensbrief nr. P. S. 17/192 
van 22 Julie 1955, waarin u n versoek van mnr. J.B. Heaney 
oorgedra het om heroorwegill8 van die Unie- regering se 
besluit dat n fregat van die Suid- Af'rikaanse Vloot nie 
kosteloos voorsien kan word om die lede van bogemelde 
ekspedieie by Gough-eiland op te tel nie, moet ek u 
meedeel dat daar weereens op die saak 1118egaan is. Tot 
sy spyt moes die Unie- regering andermaal besluit dat 
hy nie aan die versoek kan voldoen nje weens die Unie 
ae verpligtings in verband met die stigting van n 
weerkundige stasie op Bouvet- eiland en die voorgestelde 
Statebondekspedisie na die Suidpooletreek. 

Ek sal bly wees indien u m.nr . Heaney in dier 
voe~ kan meedeel. 

I 
tf1.. ..., . ::rz 

SER:RETARIS VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE. 

- ---.:.-- ---- ~ icked up ot GOUGb Isl.an by t v:nnc 
io oending to tb: ed 11 oeo 1n prepara-

tion for tho fr - Ul otio di ti on. but t ore ere found 
t be rcctioal diff1.cul.ties in way ot thi , and it oppcaro 
that tho Fuchs party ccu.ld not a iat exoe.Pt P<n'hnps in tho 
co of mi crtre gency. 

I"t ould be epprocioted if kb:-. n anoy• representa
tions cou1CJ. oo o r..oidorod by the Union authoritico end if 
yari oUld inforc ao coon ae posaiblo of the nature of the 
reply .l::.1ch ohould be returned to him. 

I ~v.. \ "\ JS/AG 
I ,~ P1r t ecretary. 

I 



.s. 17/l.92 30th Auguet, 1955· 

De r Sir, 

In your letter or 20th July, 1955, 7ou enquired 
whether 1 t iioul.d be po.aaible 'for th Union Govcr.noc.nt to 
recorJS1d r your :request thot fr16llto of the Sao.th A:f'rican 

vy de voilable free of charge for tho roturn of 
your Expedition f:ro Gou&h Iclo.nd . 

!!he fee tore f1hich you p-wt f on;::ird 1n your letter 
re conveyed to the Union Gov crnwcnt. After c r :f'o.1 

co~ider t~on, lonever, they have to their rcgr t co 
to the decision that, in vie of th ir oblicat1ono in 
regard to th oetobliab.l:lent of meteorolo ical. atntiona on 
Eouvot I 1an4 their participation in th propoaed 
Antarctic 'Ex.Pedition, they cannot ooe eir clear to 
co!tply wi~h your requcot. 

Yours ~ ithf'u.lly, 

J, G. STEWART 

First 6ecrota.ey 

.J. B. Henney, Esq., 
Gough loland ocientific Survey, 

Oldhounc rm, 
akca Oolnc, 

nr. Colcheoter. 
JS/AG 

Pi.rot ~cretory. 
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CODE TELEGRAL 

FRO o .c. FOR EX"'ERl AL AFFAIRS, :FRETORIA 

~ SFATC D: 31 .8 . 55 

TO: Hii;H CO ISSIOUER, LOnDOl: 

REC IVBD: 31. ,55 (4.50 p .m.) 

lrn . 124 

Re British Expedition Gough Islands. 

1. On the invitation of Heaney, South African eather 

Bureau attaching one meteorologist and Port Liaison Officer 

to expedition . 

2. Apart fro expedition, 'eather Bureau interested in 

possibility of establishing Weather Station on Gough Island 

durin6 ceophyeical year. Bu~ before approaching United 

lingdom ~overnment with definite proposal would like to 

study suitability of island for the purpose . Anxious 

therefore to ettaoh engineer to expedition to examine the 

pooaibilities . 

3. Please asce~tain United Kingdom' o view on inclusion o! 

engineer and the purpose of his visit . If reaction fevo~able \{ 

enquire if passage would be available frigate H . ~ . s . ' agpie/.f 

due to leave Simonatown September 25th. Also coat of ~ 

paaaage. ~ /.. .,). /;'I 
l c.,._oJ •. ~ vr:,/ / j (, /. 

/_ ·. ,r-~ W,L Jl//J~ v 9 191'/r . J - . /"'<iJ .r 
vr'Y.~b ..,,..'i 'f _,)' 

ob r / / ~ 1-ifi ;vW't.l G~1 
~ / ~ ldf ~f- k/1. 

v l · N~ 
'Ylh ~~ ~ c/U> ~ ......_, ~ ~-a. 
~~~. 1'1 



The Admiralty have sent a signal to enquire whether 
a :passage would be available for an extra person on 
H. y,1 . s. Magpie. \7e shall let you know what the reply is 
as soon ~a it is received. In the meantime , you mo.y 
like to know tllat, 1f' a passage is available, the only 
charges on the ship would be for messing. 

( 'l7. I . Mcindoe) 

her 

Officer 

d in 

Jh Island 

ited 

.e to 

IUS 

.ne the 

:taion of 



COM .\tO NWEAl.Tll Rl'l.A I IO NS or H CI. 

\\'h1tch.1'J 2) 1) Lt!, 

10..r ftlftttnrt: 

Pl-. 'luau lo rtplr: C01{ 58/4/l 

DOWNING s nu 1:1 

LONDON, S. W. 1 

I 4 September, 1955. 

:n~~ 'B...._c.k.e_ ..... I 
7e discussed over the telephone the telegram 

Vlhich Stewart lei't with BroTIIl the other day about the 
possibility o:f a South .A.f'rican engineer being attached 
to the Gough Island expedition in order to study the 
suito.bility oi' the Island f'or the purpose of 
es ta bl iahing a Weather Station there. 

We shouJ.d have no objection t o the inclusion of 
an engineer in the expedi tion for this purpose. The 
South African Government will no doubt approach us ~her 
again, as envisaged in par agr aph 2 of their t elegr am, 
if his visit l eads to firmer pr oposals for the ~ Officer 
establishment of a weather station on Gough Isl and. 

So far as the inclusion of an extra person in 
the expedition is concerned , Vie feel that the decision 1d in 
must rest with the l eader of the exi>edition who will 
lmow the number :for which he can provide accomodation, ~ Island 
f'ood and transport. As you perhaps know, H. J.i . s. 
llagpie will only be taking the expedition as far as 
Tristan and back; Ue suggest , therefore , that an 
approach might be made to the leader on h i s arrival 
in South Ai'rica. ~ 't- ,, 

~/The 
J . J . BECKER , ESQ. , J)I ~ J. . ~ ~ 

80U1'H AFRICA HOUS/E~~ , : •;;; ~ 

ited 

te to 

IUS 

ne the 

lsion of 
~ ~ ~~ .. f h , /.J-lq 

-; ;I ,iJll" I f' l favo~able \{ 

enquir e if passage would be available frigate H •. s . ' agpie/ 

aue to leave Simonstown September 25th . Also cost of ~ 

passage . 

~// 
c~ ~~ t'> ~ (/ 

Vi~,/" . / J'L_ ,-i 17~~ »""'~ ~bY,.,_..'1 ~ ..J 

~// ~ ~ ~-- Pb· ~~1 
~ fl,/ I If . ~f- th. 

UV _1 ,. ~ L....-1 ~I fGJ 
nl-t rvt.~ ~ C1U> 1.--J ~ ~-1 f*. Q. 

- ·-Lii~ ~ ~~ ~. ~ 



I, 

1 n • 

J• • v. vi. e th t •. . 

0 t in trc e edition it 
Of Bl lld 

t t t lC 

1th the le der l 

hi ch c 

t n 

t 

ill -

un ho 



.o. 17/192 15th 

!!wnk you for your letter 8 
C N 50/4/l of the 14 tb ueyt iber about 
tbe Gougb. lslend Expecli tion. 

l have informed our authori tiee 
occordingq. 

(J. J. oker) 

• I • cl ce , Gq • a 
Co C?rncmlth Rclntions Office. 

JJD/AG 



.. 1 5. 

y r o . lll. 

O.R.O. vise that c.-in-c. Sout Atl tic unable 

to aco mmo ate e ineer on . .s. ag ie . s 1 is already 

ov rcrow e ~tra persona fro Col nial Of ce v en 

inclu ed i ex e ition. 

C. R.O. ha sk d • •• Hi h Com ·asi n r, r tr o 

ta t r ur e will e st 

al1 e n er b t en by a i of mrist·n Dev o nt 

Co. r · s .. ar . 

Office. 

th 

JJD/AG 

) 
I 

' 



AIL. 
'OI. 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
UNIE VAN SUID·AFRIKA 

102/2/6 
102/l 

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
DEPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANOSE SAKE. 

The High Commissioner for the 
Union of South Africa, 

LONDON • 

PRETCRIA . 

• - J : <4 ~;:;i.v. r 

( 

South African participation in 
the activities of the International 
Geophysical Year: Establi shment ot 
a scientific observati on station on 

Gough Island , 

I(}' As one of its projects in connection with the 
Union ' s participation in the activities of the Inter
national Geopbysical Year , the South African National 
Committee for the International Geophysical Year 
proposes to erect a scientific observation station on 
Gough Island . 

The United Kingdom authoritiez are already 
aware that the establishment of such an observa ion 
post on the island has been under consideration - Vide 
your telegram No. 111 of the 14th September, 1955. 

It would be appreciated if you could no\11 
obtain the formal approval of the United Kingdom 
Government of the use of Gough Island for the erection 
and operation of a South African scientific observation 
station during the Internati onal Geophysical Year . 

As it is the intention to send the expedition 
team to the i sland as early as May, 1956 , I shall be 
glad to receive early advice of the outcome of your 
request t o the Uni ted Kingdoc authorities . 

S~RETARY FOO EXTERNAL AFFAIRS . 

r. 



P •• 17/192 

1.r, 

I v th honour to inform you that, ao one 
of th pro3ects in conn ction "1th the Union• partic1-

tion in the act1vit1ce of the lnternational G opbyeiolll 
Year, th wOUth African iational Co ttee far th Int 1"

tio 1 ophfs1c l Year propo eo to rect acient1fic 
ob rvetion o t1on on GOll&h I BloJid. 

Unit 4 Kingdom eu.thor1t1 er lr iJ¥ wor 
that the stobll hl:1ent of euch en o erv t1on po t on he 
loland h9 en under conoide.r tian. ln thi connoctlon 
I ould refer to Co an ealth Relations fie l tt r 
CC .. 58/4/l of tho 14th epte ber, 1955. 

!he Union Gery nt would be o t gr t~ if 
th U to Ki.n£do:l Governzent oul now kS ndly oono1 r 
grnntin.8 their prov 1 tar he u of GouGh l lnnd for 
th er ct1on ond op r tion of South Afr1oan ac1ent1fic 
ob erv tion t1on durin.6 the Internotional GooPh381ool 
Y or. 

Ao it ia the int<lntion ot the Ullion outbor1tiea, 
pprov 1 io cranted, to aond the xp dition team 

1 lend in , 1956, it would 'be gr atl.J pprooiet d 
if th united lti:ngdo authoritiea would b oo kind oo to 
furnieh t ir Vi w ao e rly e poo 1ble. 

Tho 

JS/AG 

I hav€ the honour to be, 
i.>ir, 

!our obedient er t, 

nietcr Oo 

f 

• 



CODE TELEGRAM 

.RO SECEXTERN , CAPETOWN 

DESFATCHED: 18. 1 . 56 

TO : HIGH COMki!SSIONER, I.Ol,DON 

RECEIVED: 19.l.56 

No.9 
My despatch 21st December 102/2/6 over 102/1 . 

Please telegraph whether United Kingdom Government 

agree to the establishment of South African Observation Station 

on Gough Island. 

/PC 

.....- ·-·---- ---o-- - -----granting heir pproval tar of Gough lel.On4 tor 
the or ct1on mid oper tion of outh African olent1t1c 
ob rv t1an a tion during th International Oeophyeic 1 

l r. 
As it i th intention of th un1on thor1tieo, 

if th ap~!~X81 10 grunted, to o nd the xp d1tion team 
to the io in , 1956, it would be ~ atly pprociet d 
if h Unit d n do uthor1t~ca would b oo kind as to 
fUrn1sh t eir vie a e e rly oa po a1ble. 

JS/AG 

I have th honour to be, 
0)1rt 

Your o d1ent rvant, 

1ot r Oo 



CO T:h:LEGR>Jii 

TO: SE XTERN, CA TO FN 

D UTCHBD: 19.1.56 

FRO HIGH CO ISSIOIIBR, LONDO! 

lrn . 7 

Your telegram No.9. 

Understand informally that U.K. authorities have no 

objection to establishment of South African Observation Station 

on Gough Island. 

Hope to telegraph confirmation within two or three days. 

JB/PO 

Debit : E.A. 

erection 
obuervat1an 
Y ar. 

if tb 

r 

JS/AG 

.lfrioan oi n if c 
tiorwl. G ophyUic 1 

I have the honour to b , 
1r, 

Yo· o dicnt er nt, 

(,,J. ) J. fl J,..,..J....~ v.: 
llor. ~ ~ et r Oo 

,t ( 

~- f,4, , 
• 

1Sf ,G/r 
lVlt;.) 

AC. 
31/1 1. 

' 

~ 

~ 

1. I 



COMMONWEALTH RELA TJONS OFFICE 

DOWNING STRF.f:T 

LONDON, S.W.1 

\\1iitemI1 1 i2i ~th Janu 1y , 19 6 
Your kjama: 

''-'lutlU l:urp!f: cou. 58/ /1 
PJ.iur oddttD ''P!r"' "'' HllMAl"J'.ST UNOEll SCClllTAllT OF STAn 

Sir , 

· ith reference to your letter, No . PS 17/192, no 
of the f>9th December , 195 , I am dirc.ctcd by the E rl 
of Home to eiy that the United ~inc;dom Gov rnment Station 
Bl cly ives its approv· l for the erection and o~erattcn 
on Goueh Iolsnn of a South African scientific obecrv-
tion station durinc thG International Georhysical 

Year . ee days. 

I run to add that r . ·: . A. lilli£J of the Colonial 
Office will be in Cape Toln fro th~ 23rd January for 
discusoiono with the Tristan de Cunha Develo~ment 
Company and rill be very plersed , if the South African 
Govex·nment socs no objection, to Cliccusc certain 
detcils ot the project for Gough Island wi t h the 
a~prokriate South Atrican authorities . 

I a."'l , Sir , 
Your obedient Servant, 

THE orFICIAL SECRETARY , 
SOl"TH AFRICA HOUSE , 

TRAFALGA."q S\,UARE , 

(F . A. K. HARRI SO ) c 

~-1;7(,/' .1::·d 
.. c. 2 . 

cc& I L 

'IUl'Jl"l 811 e 1.r vi a po aible. 

JS/AG 

I have tho honour to 
;,;,1r, 

er or ttn7 crt 
Co._,_.,,.,. •• 

Co n alth 
Downing 

Your o 41ent r 

iet r Co 

.--==-=--- to 

' 

f. 



0 

0 : 

D : 1 . 1 . b . 

o. 8. 

A y telegram r • 7 . 

uocn llll' a that U. K. G v•rnment qu te ladl ive 

lta a~ r v l fer the recti n d per t hll10. :f 

uth At'ric ci ntific 6be rvat1 n 'tat1 

Internati l Oe physical Year. unqu te . 

illis •f' O nial Oi'!'ice 111 be 1 fr 

23r d J nu ry. ·.R.o. sug e ts, if' u se bjecti 

diacu 1 n with nl r certqin det 1 f r Ject . e r. y 

THE OFFICIAL s=CRETARY , 
!"'Ql T"rl .AFRICA HOU~E , 

TRAFA:WAR S UARE , 
.c.2. 

I ,AJ (_ 

r 

Co 

JS/AG 

I l 

(F . A. Y. . HAl'..RISOl ) 

~·ti/' ti o, 

cioted 
to 

I hav the honour to bo, 
ir, 

Your o dient eorvant, 

(j,J.) J. rt J.,.,-,(A - (l),';' 
ellor. ~ ~/ 1otcr Co 

tl 

~ ffe ~ w/1 

1SP iG/1 
JVJG.J 

RC. 
31/1 1.. 

\ 

~ 

~ 

{. 

~ 

ill 



• • 17/192 

o you for 

Tcrarc ice r :i,y. 

(~) J . 

. x. 
c ttic • 

JB/AG (- (f7 )6 
I, 

..... . - ..... _ ...... - _,...._,., ,....._ ii"'_._. ____ • 

I hav the honour to 
ir, 

Your o Client B 

!h t1nd r or t ry Of tote :for 

JS/AG 

Co onw 1th R lcti , 
oo--.. __. ... alth Rel tio .. ,. Office, 

o n11ig Street, s .• 1. 

• 195G • 

y etves 

nrl f 

y 

l • I 
t c1 

to 

' 
t, 

~ 

r. 



M.62/8 • 

.BEGIBTEBJm. 

'l'he Loader, 
Gough Island Sc1ent1t1o Survey, 
c/o Dr. Brian Roberta 
Scott Polar Research hi.st1tute, 
Lenstield Road 
CAJ1BRIDGI, England. 

Dear Sir, 

PURCHASE 0., BDT AND CERT4IB RQUIPMENT 
ON GOUGij .ISLiNR. 

I enclose a warrant voucher to t~o valuo of £9;0.o.o 
being the price agreed upon between Kr. R.T.H. Chambers and 
Dr. Schumann tor the following items retorred to 1n the list 
ot equipment and stores which could be left behind by your 
Expod1t1on, wh1oh list was handed to Dr. Schumann 1n Cape Town 
lost year 1-

!he 

JS/AG 

Itema1 A.(1) to (v11) - Ebt and Acoessor1es 

B.(1) - Eddystone Communications 
Receiver 

(111) 

c. 
- Panda Transmitter 

0 

- Generator 

Will you kindly acknowledge receipt. 

Yours taithtully, 

(Sgd.) J.F.W. C1111ers. 
tor SEQRETAHX FOR TMNSPORt. 

' 

r. 





M.62/8. 

Dr. Brian Roberta, 
Scott Polar Rosoarch Institute, 
Lenstield Road! 
CMUll IPQl1 Kng and• 

Dear Sir, 

PllRCHAS ... OF R1.JT AND Oi' :£R BQUIPMBRT FRClt GOUGH ISLUD 
SCIENTIFIC SURVJM EXPimlTICl'f. 

I enc1ose tor your information copy ot a letter dated 
l arch 1956 addressed to the leader ot the above::ientioned 
Bxped1t1on care of yourself. 

In torwar~ing a warrant Toucher to tbe value ot 
:£950,0,0 with the abovement1oned letter sight was lost or the 
tact that warrant vouchers issued by the Union Government is 
onl1 p.yabl• within tha Union or South Atriea yithin ttirn 
month~ atter date o( iB•UI· 

It would tharetor• be very much appreciated ir you 
could open t he letter referred to and present the warrant 
voucher at the ottioe ot tlw High Comm1ss1oner tor the Union 
et Trafalgar Square. That ottia• is being requested to P•1 the 
amount in queat1on over to you after aurrender of the warrant 
voucher. 

It you have no author1tJ to act as requested it would 
b• appreciated 1t the oontenta or this letter oould be brought 
to tbe attention ot th• Leader ot th• Gough Expedition on hi• 
arr1Tal 1n &ngland during MaJ next vith the reque•t that he 
tollow th• prooedur• set out aboYe. 

Yours taithtul.ly, 

J. F. w. e rt. UEmi 

§ICRE'URX rca TIW§PCll!. 

Co 4 Ss!onor for Joit \frica , 

,or your infor ation . Copy f l 1 ter referrod to 
above is enclosed. ill you please arran e , if ossibl e , to 

3
y an o t of ~ ? .• o to i r ur . rian o > rts or t e 

,,,, dor of t o ritis .....x edition to u t Is ... and , 1 r . ,eaney 
after / • •. • 

' 



• ssivtunt !)ecretary, 
Ulsh Co nn1eetoner f or 
Untun of South Atr1ca, 
Soutl\ Atrtca House, 
Trafalgar Squ&re , W.C.2. 

Dear Sir, 

(' 

~ ... ,._, ....... .--.f if 13f1 

(NA'l'UHAI, llIS'JOltY), 

G110:UWJiLL ROAD , 

l.ONl>OY, s. W.7. 

Nove •aber . 1956 

Arrangernente for the otudy of the zoological material 
coll~c ted by the Gough Island Sc1entlflc 3J~vdy EApedltlon 
are be l~ l~ont.ered in this Depart oent. P~rt of the work is 
actually be in~ done here but i'l other 1nt:1tanceb G._>ectal l.s tt:J 
at other institutions are being approached by ue t o unaertake 
the wor~ of nan1ng the collectlone. 

~he current practice in such matt~ra is that ~ 
reprdeentative collectlons ~re deposited ~t a public instl
tltion wh."""~ t l ley will iH 31:t'lable for cvnsultnt'on l>y anyone 
int~rested. In the present instance the first set will be 
deposited h· re b-.J t the leaders of the expedition artl anxioua 
tli.~t a s econd set shall be lepoei ted in an a 1r oprtate 
1netttutton in south Africa. 

I would be ~lad of your J •Jitlanca r egarding which or 
the South African mui:;euras would be the 'IO·lt appr)-"r1ate. 
I bel1~ve the Transvaal i.tuseurn ie the pre:nier na tion \l Ins tt
tution but pe,.hape etnce vi ditO•'S to 'lough Islanl ( -neteorologists 
and commercial fishery otaffs) will p~obably sail fro~ Cape 
Town, the 'Auaeurn there rnight well be more appropriate . 

The natter ts ..;:ierhal!s a t!'lv lill Oil•'! H~1l 1t lu nl)t 
lilcaly to cause jealousy or neart-b H'ninge arnondst the museums 
in Sout\ Africa, eo it ie not "orth-while obta1ainG an 
officl.al decision t a high l~v~l. I would just atiprectate 
Y>Jr ar1vtne . 

Yours falthf~lY, __,J 

~~~~---H.W. Parker 
Keever or zoolo~y 

J . F. w. erLUE 

§i(:RETARY FOR !RA PORT. 

r e ..iecret ry, 
ffice o~ t e Bi Co ~ss oner for ..iout Africa, 

i,)outh Africa ouse, 
rrafal ar u1uare, 
J, 1) !l, 
u!l land. 

. 
• 
~ 

I~ 

' r your infer ation. Copy f tne le t r r fcrred to 
above 1s enclosed. .ill you p1 ease a rran e, if ossiblc , to 
ay an mo nt of 50 . • o to it r Ur . r1nn o rts or t o 

i. ader of t !! lr1t1s x edition to Island, r . aney 
after/ • ..• 

,.. 

' 



l>. -17/192. 

15th Hov r, 195G. 

Door Sir, 

I \ r1 to to cclcno l dgo tl rec i~t ot your 
lett r, re~ renoe P/l?SG, of the 10th Novc lbcr. 

t 1 r thc1• dii'fioul.t tc decide which south 
ouo V/Oul.ll be the moot appropriate to hou c 

coll ot1ona. Tb r op r to b oav nt oo 1n 
1ng the to the o p Town i&u euu but :.-ona r if 

l'Our b t oour o oUl(l not b to na tbcm 1n th tirot 
in tance to the ecr tery for duaat1on, Arto ana cicnoo, 
Pr tori , 1th the request that ho ohould '.tony ra tb 
to whichever stlt:l he conoidora the at uitoble. 
uch co nt a you your elf Cl1. ht f 01 able to offer 

at the oa ti would be hclp'.tul to hi 

Youro ~Clithful.l,y, 

ini er. 

u. . Psrkor, oq., 
Ke per of zoology, 

1t1 h u CUCl (HatUI'8l H1Btory), 
Cro ell P.ootl, 

. . 7. 

r 0 .., crot ry, 
f ice of t e fiig Co 
~outh Africo se, 
rof l r .; uare, 

l&.. D ' ... •land. 

abOve is 
ay on 

ad or 

J. 

fric , 

er r f errod to 
o ... ible, to 
rts r t a 

aney 
o"t r/ •. · • 

\ 

J 
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HHll b ll Ml ~I UM (N\ll:R\1. HIS"IOR\1. 

HWP/RSG 

r HOM\\ 111 l{o \H 

l.o~mo~. ':J.\\'.7. 

20th November, H~56 

Assistant Secretary , 
Hign Commieaioner for 
Union of south Africa, 
Sou th Africa House, 
•rrafalgar Squat-e, 
London, W. C. 2 . 

Dear Sir, 

I am very grateful for your 
letter l"'.S.17/192 of l!Hh Nove.nb~r, 
and wil l aot on your suggestion. 

Yours faithfully , 

~~t(~ 
H.W. Park.er 
Keeper ot zool.28l 

11. • Par k r, Eoq. , 
Keeper of zool ogy , 

G 

15th novc:nbor, 1956. 

so th rec 1~t of your 
tho 10t h November. 

Lt to aeciac wb1cb aouth 
•t appropriate to houae 
to be odvant co 1n 
[usew:i b u.t ona r 11" 
o nd tb m in tho 1'1r t 
!Oucot1on, /.rto oncl cicnoo 

he ohoul(l fort ra tbcr.i ' 
a the aoot auit tible. 
ht t'eol obl to o£~er 

Ill to him. 

s !'o1 th f'ully, 

i 1n1ater. 

1t1ob uaeuci ( Hotu.rol Hist ory) 
cro oll Rona, ' 

U • • 7. 

J. F. W . c rr.:..wc.n• 

iCRETARY FQR TM PORT. 

o Secretary , 
f~1ce of t e High Co issioncr for JOUt 

Jouth Africa JOUse , 
rrafal ar Jquare , 
L ,,D ~ , 
..... n •londo 

For your infer ation. Copy of t 
abOve is enclosed. .ill you riease 

ay an a o nt of ~ 5J . • o to eit r lJr . 
L~ader of t e ritish ~x edition to Go 

Africa , 

a le ter referred to 
e , if posuible , to 
~ an .o rt s or t 1e 
Island , r . ;eaney 

after/ • •. • 
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lUGPOS 
AIR MAIL 

DRINGEUD. 

102/2/6. 

UNIE VAN SUID-AfRIKA 1/64/1. 
~ ~SOUTH AFRICA 

/.(~·•' ·' OEPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE. 

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

PRETORIA . 

27FEb1958 

Die HoG Kommissaric 
L011DEN. 

die Unie van Suid-Afrika , 

Magnetiese Waarneminga op die Gough en 
Tristan da Cunha eilande. 

Ek stuur u hiermee •n afekrif van 'n brief D 131 
gedateer 12 Februarie 1958, wat die Direkteur van Drie
hoekemeting aan die Direktcur vnn Oorsese Opnamcs , Surrey , 
Engeland gerig het , aangaande voorgenome waarnet:lings wat 
tussen 14 en 24 April 1958 op die Gough en Tristan da 
Cunha eilande gemaak sal wordo 

Dit sal gewaardeer word 1nd1en u so gou 
doenli k die belangh.ebbende instaneiee om die nodige toc
otemming vir die waarne~!ngs sal nader. 

~ 
'1-' SEKRETARIS VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE. 



Oopy for 12/,029 

•• 17/192 

l t hcmou.r to inter you th t, 1n 
tt cti 1t1 
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WhltduH •llJ 

Your P.eftrmct: 

COMMONWEAi.TH RELATIONS OFfJCli 

DOWNING STREl!T 

L010N, S.W.1 

.2f'uaroh, 1958 

PINS1r '!uote In rrp!f: GEN. 151/558/2 
,,..,. oddras rtp!f I,) TllE PLto..\t '"u"' USDHR ltCR£T\RY OP STATl' 

Sir , t 1~5 • 

I am dir~ ·ted by the Earl of Home to refer to your 
letter P. s . 17/192 of the 4th March, and to inform you 
that the Secretary of State for the Colonies is pleased 
to grant permission to the South African authorities to 
obtain magnetic observations on the islands of Gough 
and Tristan da Cunha in connection with the Internationa1 
Geophysical Year. 

2 . The Administration of Tristan da Cunha is being 
in.formed accordingly. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant , 

.. 

(E. R. SUDBURY) 

THE SECRETARY 
OFFICE OF t.HE HIGH COMMISSIONER 

FOR THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA, 
SOUTH AFRICA HOUS~1 

TRAFALGAR SQUARE, 
LONDON, w.c.2. 

JrvS/AG 

U1n1 t r. 

r1t1 0 



p. $. 1? /192 • 

AIR MAIL. 

28th arch, 1958. 

THE S,CRRTARY FOR EXTBRNAL AFFAIRS. 

Magnetic observations on the islands of 
Gough and Tristan de. Cunha. 

ith reference to your minute 102/2/6; 1/64/1 
of the 27th F bruary, 1958, I have to inform you that 
the United Kingdom authoritiea are agre able to tho Union 
authoriti s obtaining magnetic observations on the islands 
of Gough ond Tristan da Cunha in connection with the 
International Geophysical Ye r. They have ini'orced the 
d!!liniatration of Tristan da Cunha accord.ingly. 

"inister. 

KvS/JGL 

llFi I 



LUGPOS. 
AIR MAil 

UNIE VAN SUID-AfRllCA. 
102/2/b 
1/64/l 

DEPARTMENT Of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

The Hi.eh Co :ilili ioncr for the Union of 3outb Africa, 
I.O !>ON. 

cgne tic ob ervation 
~r1 tc.n .00 Cun.ho 

on Gou i 
I 1 n 

nd 
• 

I hull be clad to learn bet.her ycu re now 

1n a po 1. tion to furn · h me 1th ro I lY to y 1 nu ta 

102/2/6 0v r l/64/ of tho 27th Fe l;,ruor y, l 95 , r 1ng 

ion fo!' the !'ropo ea · f.O t;i.c ob ervat:ion on 

Gou h nd ri t n d Cunb, ~ 1 ·o bet ecm tt 14th 

and 24th 1 .. r r · J, 1958. 

l c L Af" IR • 



--.._-· 

f 

)v.Ji.a.. 

~ 

CONFIDENTI11.L . 

102/2/6 
102/l 

The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa, 
LONDON. 

Gough Island Continuation of 7eather 
Station. 

You will recall that your telegra no. 8 of 
the 21st Janu~ry, 1956, conveyed[the United Kivgdom 
Government ' s approval for the ereFtion nnd oper tion on IJ.I 
Gough Isl nd of a South African .!i(:ientific observ~tion 
station during the Intern3tion~l -Geophysical Year.J 

f:.. The I.G.Y . as such is now drawinc to a clooe, but, a-o 
following the recent CSAGI conference in ~oscow, it h~s 
been decided that many of the Dcientific activities under
taken under its aegis wil l be continued . One of the 
regions particularly affected by this decision is the 
Antarctic whose definition for the purposes of the 
Speci al Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR), has been 
extended to include , inter alia, Gough Island. The 
delegates of the Viestern countries represented at the 
Moscow conference r~;f~r·rea t.o were exercised by the 
evident Soviet intention to broaaen and extend the scope 
of their activities in Antarctica , and current feeling 
was that ~estern countries should endeavour to match the 
Soviet effort.J 

/... ( ~ ~;.t,,,.. " .. 
f.. The coniinuation of the Union's weather 

st~tion on Gough Island would, .i..t ~e f:elt4 serve thi~~ 
end admiraoly , and 4.:t would ar.sord1tgly be~appreciateo->< 
if permission could be obt4inea f. the United Kingdom 

u:thor..:itiee for the retention of t e presently existing 
we ther station for a further period until March/April , 
1960 . J 

.a it ia imperative that all activities in the 
Southern oceans be~coordinated in gooo time for the J 
coming season,~eome urgency attaches to this request, ant\ 
o.n early reply, w'i}tl:l:-d be -appreci-a'bed . 

/ACTING SECRE~Y ~ AFFAIRS . 

CONFIDEI~TIAL. 
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In this connection it is the understanding of the 
United Kingdom Government that all the liveatoclr. kept 
by the South African party on the Island will either 
be wi thdr~wn or destroyed \7hen the party f'inally 
leaves. 

I am, 
Sir , 

Your Obedient Servant , 

/.,. L_ (L. J ...... . <.c: 

to 

ho e 

(J . CHAD 1ICK) 

B ~na~ ~•~rn~~--~··--.._·--~~-
he oviet oftort. 

nt 

I h ve t e honour to be, 
.air, 

Your obedient ervant, 

I. r. A. 

n er- for 
t1o • 

itic 

on 
'Ct1o 

ti on 
rva 

in h 
the 

u 
' 



Sir, 

COMMONWEALTH REI.ATIONS OfflCE 

If. 

DO W N I NG STREET 

LON DON , S. W.1 

Octob r , 1958 

~1th reference to etter No . P . S.37/3 of the 
7th October 1958 ,~ am directed by the rl of iorne 
to euy thnt the ffnited Kinrrdom Gov rnment gln ly ~i vea 
its approval to the retention by the Union Government 
of their existing weather station on Gough Island for a 
further period. until Morch or April 1960 . 

2 . I om, houcvcr , to add thnt for scientific rensons 
it is impo1·tnnt that the flora and fauna. of the Island 
should be left as far oe possible undisturbed. /hen 
Ur . r . A.\1:1.llis of the Colonial Office was in Cape TO\m 
in 1956 he discussed with Dr. Schumann, the th n lead 

1. 

of the Union !cteorological Department , the question of ,ifio 
importation of livestock into Gough Island and w s 
assured that the United Kin~dom Gov rnment ' s wishes 
on this point would be borne in mind . It ho.a , however , 
recently been learned from the Administrator f Tristan 
d.a Cunha , under whose charge Gough Island falls ~ that 
the South Africnn party have imported some ~onts '7hich , 
with rabbits , were specifically mentioned cs undesirable 
importations . It uould be apprecinted if they could be Lo 
asked in .futuI'e not to import any livestock into the r:'C~C 
Island without tie prior consent of the Administrator 
of Tristan do Cunha . 

THE ACTIIIG HIGH CO !!.HSSIOH R, 

SCUTH AFRICA HOUSE 

In •••• t 
th 

nt 
RDrn coun"Il'l.Vll no .1.a. vzmc~ 

t effort. 

~°" 

<1\'j'.: 1 ·~~ 
~lf I ~(Ji 

,f ~ 
~o 

.. 
o er 

Ae it i imper tiv 
e oo-or41n 
would 

reque t, and I 
repl7. 

I have th hono r to be, 
1r, 

Your ob dient ervant. 

1. F. A 

Acting igb Oo 1a ioner • 

t n er- ot 
th 

tor 
ion • 
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29tb October, 195 • 

l ~oh to thank you tor your lctt r no. 
C .5 V4/l of the 27th Octob r. 1958. ~ a.., 

it 

DV/AG 

ticn of t r co 
cet the union over 

I h=: tt on.our to be, 
ulr, 

Your ob dient t, 

L F. A. 

ct .. ll1gh Oomc1 loner • 

• 

~:& _._, .... ,..,.. -- - ---

I h v t e honour to be, 
uir, 

Your obedient oerv: t, 

I. f. 

cting Ii Oo 

• 

00 
er fore 
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Oonf idonti l 29th October, 1958. 

!II ACTING S CRET.ARY lOR EXTERnAJ, APFAmD. 

Gol.18h l eland c Oontimultion o:f athcr 
St timt 

ith reference to yCJ1Jr rD.nl.tte no. 10 /~/6 over 
102/l of the 27th Septenber, 1958, I append for your infor
mation the text of the reply r o ived from tho CODGom.calth 
R lationa Oi'ficc on the 27th Octobers 

"I IJ directeu. by the Earl of B to oay that 
the Uni. t d Kincdom Goverrui~"l.t gladly g1 vcs 1 to er proval 
to the retention by the Union Govor.nr.ent of their 
exiatinc we thor otation on G~ Iolond for a further 
period until t:arch or April 1960. 

"I Cllll, however, to add that for cicntifio 
rooaona it io important that the floro and fOUWJ of 
'\.he Island ebou1d be left ca for c .. po"'oiblo undio
turbod. hon Hr. ~- A. Willis of tho Colonial Office 
mis ill Cnpe !ro\1ll in 1956 ho diocusood with Dr • ..ichul!unn, 
tho then l'ead of tbe union etoorolo13icol Dcpnrt?!lent, 
the question o~ im»ortction of l~vestock into GOUSh 
Iol nd nd 'oo aaourod thet the Uni tod ~dom 
Govorlll!lcnt 's iaheo on this :point would be borne in 
mind. It hao, ho .ever, recently been lccrned from 
tho Adminiotrator of Tristan dEl OUnhu, under hooe 
ch.or e GouB}l Island falls, that the South African pnr1;y 
have imported ome gonta hioh, .1th rabbits, ere 

ccifioolly ntion d s undesirable import tions. 
It wou1d be appreciated if they caul.4 be ockod 1n 
:future not to import any livestock into tho lelsnd 
without the prior conocnt of the Adoinietrator of 
Tristan da Cunha. 

"In thi connection it 1c th undoratanding of 
the United Kingdo Government that a11 th liveotock 
kept by the ~outh African nrty on the loland \11.11 
either be withdrawn or dee royed hen the party finally 
loavec." 

• • iln 

Acting High Oommioaionor. 

DV/AG 
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102/2/6. 

AFFAIRS 

PRETORIA. 

2 AUG 195'9 

The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa, 
LONDON. 

Gough Island; Wireless Station ZOE . 33. 

t tle beginning of the International Geophysical 
Year, t e A ministrator ~f Tristan d C n w s ood enough 
to gr nt a gratis licence to th Dep rt ent of ~r naport 
for the operation , in connection with it w ther station, 
of wireless station ZOE.33 on Gough Island for the duration 
of the I. G. Y. 

The Secretary for Tr na ort h s noi: informed tle 
Departlllent tl at thout,;b the weather t ion has continued ac O 
part of tle In~ernatioru;.l Geopleyeic , l ( 
the licence not aa yet been rene c t · l't · e1 
date (31st D cc oer , 1958). 

It ould be appreciated i 
the ap ro ri te Briti h aut~oritiea 

December, Ple ee sen 
licence to the Departmen~ . 

/fl~· 
t SECRETARY FOR ~MER~AL AFFAI {S . 

A'-J' \I VJ VUll:S UVU. Wl IL~.L .LVtsil ~l:i.L' '-'Y Ull 1.1.: .IL J.WJ.(1 \7J.J.J. 
eithor b ithdrawn or destroyed hon the party finally 
le voe." 

Acting IIieh Oomm1oaionor. 

DV/AG 



Bir, 

KvS/AG 

--~ - ----------_---_ ------=--=-~-----

2Gtn u t, 1959· 

I hove th honour to be • 
lr, 

Your o edicnt crvGllt, 

• D. 

ical 

either-be withdrawn or deslroyed when the party finally 
leaves." 

Acting lligh Oomm1oeioner. 

DV/AG 

,, 
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Whit ch.ill 2 3 2 J/f.u 

y OUt Pef ttt11tt I 

Pltow 'll>OU In rrp!f :CO?;. 58/4/1 

COMMONW l'Al.TH Rl:LA'J IO NS OH IC I: 

DOWNING SIREl.I 

IONDON, S.W.1 

l\:::l September, 1959 

Please refer to your letter PS 37/3 of 26th 
August about the renewal of the licence of wireless 
station ZOE. 33 on Gough Island. We have forwarded 
your request to the Administrator of Tristan da Cunha. 

W. D. VAN SCH.A.LKWYK, ESQ. , 
SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE, 

w. c. 2 . 

KvS/AG 

~ Jn/-al~ 
(M.J. RABARTS) 

l959-

n 

cy icol 

t' ant 
t:.1 

t 

/ 

either· be withdrawn or destroyed when the party finally 
leaves." 

Acting High Oomm1os1oner. 

DV/AG 



LUOPos. 
AIR MAIL, 

-- ---~- -

~ 
~ 

UNIE VAN SUID·AfRIKA 
UN!.Q_N OF SOUTH AFRICA 

c 5 11. 1~59 

102/2/6 

The High Commissioner for the Union of So,tth Africa, 
LOODOO. ' 

~ough Island: Wireless Station ZOE.33. 

It would be appreciated if you would let me 
know 1hether you have succeeded in obi;aining the renewed 
licence for the operation of •ireless Station ZOE.33 
on Gough Island, as requested in my minute 102/2/b of 

t e 20th August, 1959. 

w~. 
( SECR TARY FOn~~L AFFAIRS. 

either-be withdrawn or destroyed when the party finally 
leaves . " 

Acting Bish Oommioe1onor. 

DV/AG 



P • ., • .,7/3 10th :&ovember, 1959· 

fould ;you pleaoe ref er to 
your letter OON.58/471 of the 10th 
Scptocber obout the renewal of the 
lioenoo of wiroloes station ZOE.33 
on GOUBb lolond. I should be grateful. 
to learn whether c reply boo yot been 
received from the Mniniat~ator of Triatcn 
da Cunha. 

(K.R.s. van Schirnding) 

• J. Bc~t Eaq., 
Co onweolth Relations Office. 

KvS/AG 

\NOSE SAKE, 
- AFFAIRS 

~rica , 
' 

let e 
1e reneTied 

OE.33 
'2/6 of 

RS. 

either-be withdrawn or destroyed when the party finally 
leaves." 

'W n 

Acting Iligh Oomm1oe1oner. 

DV/AG 



P •• 'J7/3 

L 

Plea e refer to your mnuto 102/2/G of tho 
5th av ber, 1959. 

!fho Ullited Kingdoo author1t1ca vc 1n:fo d 
us thnt our request for tho rcner.nl of tho liconoc o£ 
wircloon atotion ZOE.:53 en Gour;b lclond . a :forwordcd to 
tho Adoini trotor of !Iriotan do Ounho dtn"in6 ptcobor, 1959. 
'l''hey xpec-t thnt a ropl:y m.u noo not long delayed. 

Wniator. 

KvS/AG 

either.be withdrawn o:r des'iroyed when the party finally 
leavea . " 

W n 

Acting lligh Oomm1ea1oner. 

DV/AG 



Sir, 

... --- ---~ -

DOWNING STREET 

LONDON, S.W.r 

17 November, 1959 

•• • I am directed by the Earl of Home to refer to your 
letter ~. s. 37/3 of the 26th August , and to enclose a 
w1relee811Cence for 1959 in respect of Gough Island. 

I am, Sir, 

The High Comm1aaioner, 
South Africa House , 

Trafalgar Square , 
London , 

\V. C. 2 . 

KvS/AG 

Your obedient Servant, 

c2.~ 
y-

( O. R. BLAIR) 

er, 1959· 

d 

>f 
td to 
:>er, 1959. 
td. 

e1ther~be withdrawn or destroyed when the party :finally 
leaves." 

Aoti:ng Iligh Oommioeioner. 

DV/AG 



P.O. 37/3 18th ovomber, 1959. 

Thank you for you:t' lotter 
CON.58/4/l of tho 17th Eovcmbar, onclooing 
a wirclooe licence for 1959 in reopcct 
of Gough l oland. 

(K.n • ..,. von Schir.ndiflG} 

o. R. Blair, Eoq., 
Co!Dtlonwoalth Relations Office. 

KvS/AG 

KvS/AG 

t>, 1959-

d 

to 
r, 1959. 

eitller-be withdrawn or destroyed when the party finally 
leavea." 

W IJ n 

Aotin8 High Oomm1oa1oner. 

DV/AG 
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P.S . 37/5 

AIHIIAIL 

18th November, 1959. 

THE SECRETARY POR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 

Gough Island 1 ireleos Stotion 
zo .33 

ith r ference to yaur C?inutc 102/2/6 of the 

20th Ausust, 1959, l enclo~o herewith a wirclcea licence 

for 1959 in respect of wireless etation ZOB.,3 on Gough 

I Gland. 

XvS/AG 

K R 5. v"n SC .RNDJ1,1G 
Minieter. 

either be w1 'thdrawn or destroyed when the party finally 
leaT••·" 

~- . n 

£cting lligh Oomm1oa1oner. 

DV/AG 



LUGl'OS 
41RMAIL • 

UNIE VAN SUIO.AFRIKA 
UNION Of SOUTH AFRICA 

102/2/6. 

DEPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANOSE SAKE. 
DEPARTMENT OF ExTERNAL AFFAIRS 

CONFIDENTIAL. 

The High Commissioner for the Union 
LONDON. 

PRETORIA. 

3. 12. 195S 

Gough Island: Continuation of 
Weather Station. 

With reference to your minute P.S.37/3 of the 
29th October, 1958, I have to inform you that the Union 
authorities are desirous of maintaining their weather 
station on Gough Island for a further period beyond 
March/April 1960. It would be appreciated if you could 
again approach the United Kingdom authorities for permission 
for the further retention of the existing weather station 
on·Gough Island until March/April 1961. 

Por your information the continuation of the 
weather station on Gough Island is closely linked with the 
question of establishing a weather station on Bouvet Island. 
No decision on this latter question can be taken until a 
further reconnaissance of Bouvet Island has been carried 
out, probably in January or February, 1960. Thereafter 
the whole position will be considered. In the meantime 
it is desired to keep the weather station on Gough Island in operation. 

/rl 
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P.s. ,7/5 8th 

EN AL. 

Jir, 

I hovo tho honour to r-0:fcr to your lotter 
CON.58/4/l. of the 27th October, 1958, conv ying tho 
United Xinedom Govcrtlrn!nt'e pproval to the rotontion 
by the Union Govcrnoent of their o ther t t1on on 
Gough Ioland u:1t11 • oh or April, 1960. 

I have n® b en Wor:ncd thot tho Union 
Gov rMont wi ob 'to intain "th1e t t1on for o :further 

riod beyond rch/Apr11, 1960, nd I a.ltould ccord.1.ntllY 
b groteful if rmesion could be (7 ntcd by o united 
Kingdom Govern:: nt for the r t ntion of the cx1 tine 

cather otetion until rob/April, 961 . 
l hav the honour to be, 

Gir, 
Your obcdi nt oervvnt, 

• D an SCHA.LKWYll'. 

r.a.ni t r. 

!lh n nt Und r-Oecretary of ;tate, 
OC!DC>.rlVicol th eleti ono Office. 

KvS/AG 

either"'be 1thdrswn or destroyed when the party finally 
leaves . " 

n 

Acting High Oomm1oa1oner. 

DV/AG 
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COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OHICE 

DOWNING STREET 

LONDON, S.W.1 

Pk.a a'1drm tml -r!1 to TIU P£JU4ANE.NT U!<DtR ICCRETARY OP STAT!t 

Sir, 

I a 
ac nol 1 cl 

i•l of o 
u iniot 
bout th o 

t tton on Gou 

The vi ws of the ~nited Kin dom &uthoriti o 
con.ce1•n d a.i• beln ::iought on th~ tnion n,.,v, • ,nt ' 
p1•.J o l to maintain this stat on fo1• a furth r 
year bcyoz ai•ch 01• April 1960 ond fut'tn r 
letter 'ill be er.t to you aa soon oo os lbl • 

I a • ..,1r, 
Your obedient s rv nt, 

~ 
( B. ' . H,. L'R) 

, 1959. 

l 

1r 
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of (,• Ltod 

~o ~'""JJ.\~ 
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nt Und r-Secretary of ate, 
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eitherwbe withdrawn or destroyed when the party finally 
leaves." 
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Acting II1gh Oomm1oe1oner. 
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e1ther-be withdrawn or destroyed when the party finally 
leaves." 

V\:- • n 

Acting II1gh Oomm1oe1oner. 
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P. • 37/5 15th JaJ11Ull'J, 1960. 

llir, 

I directed to aclmowleda tho r o ipt of 
your l ttcr O .56/4/l of the 14th January, 1960• 
con ying th pproval ot the United .K11l6dom G rm::cnt 
to the rotontion by the tJnion Government of their 
weatb r tat ion on GOUBh I land for a fm•ther year til 

rob or April, 1961. readineo of th United Xin{7!o 
Government to os1.6t t Union Government 1n th1 tlQttcr 
ia greatly eppr ciot d. 

~ requcot r garding e 1 ortation of liv -
otock into Gough Jal.and 10 being brousbt to th tt ntion 
of th rcepons1ble uthoritie in t Union. 

I , Sir, 
Your o diont rvont, 

Znietcr. 

!he Por ent Under-Secretary of tat , 
Co onwaalth Relations Cirf1c • 

KvS/AG 

either-be withdrawn or destroyed when the party flnelly 
leaves." 

~ I\ 

Acting lligh Oomm1oa1oner. 

DV/AG 



P . S. 37/3 

AJ.m.tAIL 

CO lDE iTIAL 15th January, 1960. 

Gough Ialand : Continuation of cathcr 
st tion 

Please refer to your I!linutc 102/2/6 of the 3rd 
December, 1959. The United Kingdom authori tiea hnve replied 
aa follcma to our opp.roach in thio conn ctioni 

" • • • • tho t1n1 ted Y.:1.ngdom Government have no 
objection to the Union Gove~ nt continuing the 
operation of their weather station on Gough laland 
for a further year until rch or April, 1961. 

2. I am, ho ever, to invite attention to the 
roq~irenent- ntioned in the letter from this 
Office of the 27th October, 1958, .fj5,y minute 
P.S.37/3 of the 29th October, 195g7 th t no 
liveatock ohould be imported into Gough Island 
without first obtainins tho conocnt of the 
Adminietrator of Trietun du Cunho, end to requeat 
thot thio requirement may continue to be strictly 
obocrvcd.n 

Wnietcr. 

KvS/AG 

either-be withdrawn or destroy-d when the party f:lnally 
leaves." 

n 

Acting Iligh Oomm1oe1oner. 

DV/AG 



(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

- 2 -

Extension of the Union's right to maintain 
a weather station on Gough Island for a 
further period of three years from April, 
1961. 

The erection by the Union of a new, fully
equipped weather station on the plateau 
on the South East side of the Island above 
"Transvaal Bay". 

The construction in the bay by our authori
ties of a safe landing berth with facili
ties for unloading. 

~~ 
SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
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UNION Of SOUlH AfRICA 
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l• •( Y ~·? DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
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0 
't. DEPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANOSE SAKE. 

: i 2as£Pt%0 ~~ PRETORIA. 
\&~oNOON ,/: 96 
-So """ ,/ • ,,..,, .... 

,. 
The Hi~0N':1ssioner for the Union of South Africa, 

GotJCdl I§land; Continuation of Weather Station. 

With reference to your ininute P.S.37/ 3 of the 
15th January, 1960, I have to inform you that the build
ings on Gough Island presently occupied by the personnel 
of the South African weather station there are now not 
only in a very poor condition but also inadequate. It 
is accordingly regarded as essential that an entirely 
new station should be erected. ( If permission is granted 
to do so, the Union authorities would wish to abandon the 
existing station towards the end of 1961 and to occupy 
the proposed new station from about the beginning of 1962. _ 
To mke this possible and to ensure that the Union my, 
meteorologically speaking, gain the mxim.un benefit from 
the expenditure involved in the erection of new buildings 
and the installation of new equipment it is necessary that 
application be IIRde for our right to maintain a weather 
station on the Island to be extended for a further period 
of at least three years beyond the present authorised term 
which expires in 1.hrch/April 1961. 

The site of the present station is UX>reover not 
suitable for proposed future activities such as for example 
comprehensive UP.{>er air observations. Ae the flateau on 
the South East side of the Island, just above Transvaal 
Bay•, is, however, thought to be adequate for this purpose 
it is regarded as necessary that permission also be sought 
for the right to erect the new better-equipped station at 
this IOOre suitable site. 

In the circumstances and in view of the fact that 
the Cabinet bas already agreed to the proposed continua-
tion of the weather station it would be appreciated if you could 
now approach the British authorities to enquire whether they 
would be prepared to authorise:-

I ... 
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Y0ut l'eftrmce: 

Plra~ ~la ttp!f: CON 58/4/l 
'114#adJ f 

l'aJ ''P!l"' :nu P&l\MllNl!MT UNDt 

Sir, 

COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS Off.ICU 

DOWNING STRI:ET 

LONDON, S.W.1 

J~'tt\ October, 1960 

I am directed by Mr . Secretary Sandye to 
acknowledge the receipt of your Minieterb letter P.S. 
37/3 ot the jrd October about the operation of a South 
African weather station on Gough Island . 

The views of' the United Kingdom authorities 
concerned are being sought on the Union Government ' s 
proposals and a further letter will be sent to you as 
soon ae possible . 

I am, Sir , 
Your obedient Servant, 

(B.E.H. HUNTER) 

The Secretary, 
Office of the High Commissioner 
for the Union of South Af'rica , 

South Africa House, 
Trafalgar Square, 
S.W.l. 
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.PRO : ~ L2:XT.1!1RN P.d.J!:TORI • 

D : 1 9. 11 • 60. 

TO: H. C. LO DON. 

R: 1 9. 11 • 60. 

No. 213. 

Your telegra.l'll 173. 
Owing to intel'- departmental misunderstanding 

esera call and Kotze of the Public \Wrka Department already 
en route Gough in arionette and will arrive November 2bttl. 
P.leuse expreaa regret to Britieh Authorities. Since theee officials 

en route ant'! in view scarcity of transport facilities, please 
ascertain 1.r any objection to them landing and carrying out 
preliminary survey without conmitmentQ or prejudices to final 

decision. 

The Secretary , 

"'· 71,,.~ l'h IJ\4_ fA~'.!, c ru . 
ff. ~.:..c.. t>.j...... We. o.....,'1;[)...:.µ_ 

~ ~ Vo-:;> l:l:~ ~~. 
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}..~u • 

Office of the High Commissioner 
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for the Union of South Africa , 
South Af'rica House , 
Trafalgar Square, s.w.1. 
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The Secretary, 
Office of the High Commissioner 
for the Union of South Africa , 

South Arr1ca House , 
Trafalgar Square , 
S . W.l. 
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LlJGPOS, 
AIR MAIL. 

UNIE VAN SUID·AFRIKA 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

102/2/6. 

DEPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE. 
DEPARTMENT OF EXTF.RNAL AFFAIRS. 

PRETORIA. 

It (4 DECJ9so 

The Acting High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa, 
LONDON. 

Gough Island Wireless Licence. 

Your minute P.s. 37/3 of the 18th November, 1959, 
and my evenly numbered minutes of the 20th August, 1959, 
and 23rd September, 1960, refer. 

The Secretary for Transport has now inf onned 
the Department that if authority(.is granted for our 
meteorological station on Gough Island to be maintained 
for a further period it will also be necessary to approach 
t~orit1e-s for a renewal of the licence to 
operate and maintain wireless station ZOE.33 on the 1s1and 
for a further twelve months as from let January, 1961~ It 
would accordin~y be appreciated if you could ask the British 
authorities to conaide~this matter in conjunction with the 
requests transm tted in my eve~w.unber~d~ of the 
23rd September, 1960. ~UL., at 

I may add that since the beginning of the 
International Geophysical Year, free licences for the 
operation of this station bave been ieeued by the 
Administrator of Tristan da Cunha, and it is presumed that 
no cbarge will be raised in respect of tbe desired renewal. 

~/~j/-- ' 
TERNAL AFFAIRS . 

~ r • J • P., ~ ~,\~ 

(c ) 

1 ve t • 
our nt r .t, 

M I ~OT HA. 

t1 • 



PvV/JH 

P.S. 37/3 

21et December, 1960. 

Might I refer to the Mini ter's 
lotter of 3rd October, 1960, to the Permanent Under
secretary of State for Conmonwealth Relationo on 
tho Gough Island weather otation and your roply 
no. CON58/4/1 of 10th October, 1960? 

We have now been inf orrned by the 
authorities in the Union that if authority is 
granted for our meteorologica1 station on Gough 
Island to be maintained for a further period it 
ill aloo be neceasary to approach you for a rone~al 

of the licence to operate and maintain wireless 
station ZOB . 33 on the island for n further tnelve 
contho as fro 1st Janu:iry, 1961. I should therefore 
be oat grate.fu.l if the United KiOGdom authorities 
would kindly consider this atter in conjunction 

1th the requests tranamitted in tho inieter' e 
letter of ;rd October. 

I should also be grateful to leo.rn 
if the desired renewal is granted , whether thin ~ould 
be free of charge, aa free licences for tho operation 
o! this station have been 1eeued by the Adminiatrator 
of Tristan da Cunha since the beginning of the 
International. Geophysical Year • 

..... , 0 ~ ..,. ........... -~~-,J ~"\ 

'~C\<.\. \ 
(P. H. J . J . van Vuuren). 

B. . H. Hwrtcr, Esq. , 
Co rnon calth Relations Office, 

Downing Street, 
s.w.1. 
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;rYY/rJD. 

DRIHGEND . 

102/2/6. 

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
DEPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE 

PRETORIA . 

2 O DEC1960 

Die laarnemende Hoe Kommissaris vir die Unie 
van Suid-Afrika, 

LONDEU. 

Gough Eiland: Voortsetting van .veerstaaie . 

Ek verwys na ons enersgenommerde ekrywe van 
23 September 1960, en na u telegram nr. 173 van 8 November 
1960, in verband met die voortsetting van die \l'eerstaeie 
op Gough eiland. 

Die hele aangeleentheid het nou baie dringend 
geword, aangesien daar in die nabye toekoms ' n begin gemaak 
sal moet word met die oprigting van die nuwe geboue indien 
goedkeuring verleen word deur die Eritse Regering. Dit sal 
op prys gestel word indien u iets kan doen om die beslis
sing te bespoedig. 

Die redes vir die lang versuim is nie heeltemal 
duidelik nie en one sal dit waardeer indien u nadere in
ligting in hierdie verband kan veratrek, veral of daar 
besondere probleme of moeilikhede betrokke is. 

- S~'TARIS VAH lPIT UJJ."DSE SAKE. 

~ 
IC.,'- If . of w-<-<.A~ ~ 

(c) 

l ve • 
Your r nt, 

M BOTH A. 

tor. . 
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PvV/JH 

29th Doce bcr, 1960. 

Gough Island 

1th roforencc to your minute 
no . 102/2/6 of 20th Dcceober, 1960, in connection 
1th the South African c ther otation on Gough 

Island, I made further enquirie and o informed 
by the Common ealth Relations Office th t nilo they 
were considering our request , no contained in your 
minute of 23rd Jeptenber, 1960, t ropreocnt tiveo 
of the United Kingdo High Comniooion r ' s office in 
Pretoria ore owru:ioned by the Dep rt nt or !ro.noport 
to diocuas the future of the eather otatione in 
Boobunnaland and on i:riste.n do. Cunha. 

It ooc cd that , at theoo diocu ions , 
tho olooing down of the weather ot tion at Triotan was 
proposed by tho Gouth African authoritioa, the intention 
being to hand back the otation to the United Kingdom 
nuthoritieo 1th possibly n few South African remaining 
attached to the etation. 

Our original propoanla rcgnrdJng 
Gough Ioland had therefore to be ~viewed in the light 
of the diocuo ione that took place in Pretoria and particularly 
ao the propoaed clos1n down of the Tristan da Cunha station~ 
would cause certain cocplicationo for tho Colonial 
Ad iniotration. Somo delay wno aloo cnuacd by th r ct that 
two chcmnclsi were used in raioin thcoe related attore 
with tho United Kingdo autboritica . 

e were aooured however th t the 
nitod Kingdo authoriti a •ere considering tho m tter 

ur ntly and that o could oxpcct a reply in the near future . 

(c) 

• .<J J v VUUREN 

Acting High Colll!lli oionor. 

of 
th 
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r nt, 

M I. BOTH A. 

L.J.Xuutcr • -
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P.~ . J7/"3 

Al. AIL 

16th J nuary , 1961 . 

Gough Island Weather Station. 

11th reference to the correspondence on the 
Gough Ioland we thcr stat ion under your reference no. 
102/2/6, I •ish to in.form you that the Conconwc 1th 
Relations Off ice has ouggestcd to ue informally that all 
furt her negotiationo on the above natter be conducted 
in Pretoria. As you will recall from oy letter of 29th 
Dcce bcr , 1960 , Gough Island , aa well ac the future of the 
Tristan da Cunh station, ha been under diocuooion 
between the United Kingdom High Coonisoion in Pretoria 
and the Departoent of Tranoport , and tle Col!l!"onwonlth 
Rel tiona Office feels that it may be better to une one 
channel or co mun cation in thcoe rel ted m ttera . 

Acting High Cor.uniaaioner . 

PHJvV/SL 

Acting High Ooll1!Ili.so oner. 

(c) c tru.ction in t y t ion 
t oriti s of oof l b rt it 

t c111t1 for unl.ondinB· 

I hav 
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AIR MAIL , 
LUGPos . 

URGENT . 

102/2/6. 

'?£PARTMENT OF ExTl!RNA.L AFFAIRS. 

0£pART£MENT VAN Bu1TELANOSE SAKE. 

PRETORIA. 

2 1 JAN1961 

The Acting High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa, 
LOND01' . 

Gough Island : Continuation of Weather 
Station. 

With reference to your minute P. S. 37/3 of the 
29th December, 1960, I have to inform you that the decision 
in regard to the proposed continuation of the South African 
weather station on Gough is now most urgently awaited in 
view of the pressing need for the planning of new buildings 
as well as the necessity for arrangements which will shortly 
have to be made for relieving the personnel of the Station. 
In the circumstances any steps which you may possibly be 
able to take to expedite the deoieion ot the British 
authorities would be much appreciated. 

~.~~ 
.(.,. SECRETARY FOR EXTERIUL .lPPAIRS. 

(c) 

l t 

our r nt, 

M R nr HA. 
tor. _ 
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had occurred to ua the.t it might be possible for the 
veeael which will relieve the South African weather 
station on Gough Island to carry our expedition and 
divert to Triotnn on her return voyage . ~hie, of 
courae, would necessitate a short period at Gough !eland 
and it ia felt that this might be a benefit aa the 
eoologiats could examine the truchytio domes there aa 
a basis for comparison with their studies on Triotan. 

If some for.m of South African assistance with 
the transportation of our expeaition could be effected 
early in the ew Year we would fly our personnel to 
Cape Town. The equipping of such an expedition presents 
quite separate problems e.nd although it will be possible 
for ua to oend a reasonable quantity of material by sea, 
this will hav~ to be done ithin a few weeko and I feel 
it would probably be beneficial for us to purchase oa.ny 
items au.ch as foodstuffe in Cape To~. If aa you suggest, 
rJr. Crawford would be prepared to co-operate in this 
venture, I run sure his local kno ledge of the island 
would prove most valuable. Perhaps e could diecuee 
itemo which could be provided from thi country at a 
later stage. The major problems which come to mind are 
those of suitable boats and ro.dio equipment: a small 
ro.dio tranecitter would be essential to enable the 
exped i tion to I:1ainta1n comcu.nication ~ith any shipping 
in the area in cnse of cmergenoy. Perhaps regular 
echedulee might even be arranged with the fishing vessels 
of the ~rietan da Cunha Development Company. In any case 
I feel we nru.et go into the question of range and 
frequencies fairly carefully and oome advice on the 
frequencioe usually employed on the Triatnn - Cape Town 
circuit might be useful. 

Ao you will realize, tho plan for this expedi
tion is in its very early ctagee and owing to the little 
time available we must act ne quickly aa poaeible . I 
should there~ore be moat grateful if you ould kindly 
give thie matter your earnest conciderntion and enquire 
on our behalf what cc-operation might be possible from South Africa. 

Youre c1ncerely, 

(egd.) D. C. Martin 

Assistant Secret ry. 

J. A. King, Esq . , 
South African ScientLfic L1aieon Office . 
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Dear King, 

COPY -

THE ROYAL SOCIETY, 

Burlington Houe , 
London, W.l. 

TCE/GEH/Fl3\V 
15 November 1961 

As you are aware f rom our recent diecueeiona, 
the Royal Society is seriously contemplating sending a 
small expedition to examine the volcanic activity on 
the island of Tristan da Cunha. Soon after the eruptions 
commenced, geo1ogiete in this country expressed their 
intereot in examining the island; in particular Professor 
Kennedy of the Department of Geology of Leeda University 
stated that two members of hie Department were moat 
anxious to visit Tristan da Cunha at the earliest possible 
date. Since then Dr. Lemaitre of the Britich ueeum 
(Natural History), ho has alreaoy viaited Tristan with 
the Gough Island Scientific survey and in fact wrote his 
Ph.D theois on the mineralogy and petrology of the rocks 
of Gough Ielo.nd, has also expressed a wish to revisit 
the island . 

Recently ~he question of the possibility of a 
small expedition as discussed at one of the Royal Society 
committees and we have now set up a special committee to 
investigate tho matter further. Our proposal is to send 
a small te of about half a dozen to the island to take 
advantage of the rather unique opportunity of examining 
nn active volcano of the type involving the protru.sion of 
a solid plug \'Thilet it is actually erupting, and this 
means that any such expedition should visit the island 
during the coming southern summer. Our committee will 
be primarily concerned with detailing scientific programmes 
and appointing personnel, but meanwhile wo are urgently 
examining the possibilities of transport to and from the 
island because, as you will apprecinte, this presents a 
ma.j or problec. 

e Ytould very much like to seek South African 
co-operation in this venture, particularly in so far as 
transport to the island early in the New Year io concerned. 
It ia hoped that the relief of our party might be effected 
by one of the vessels of the Falkland Islands Dependencies 
survey which will be returning !rum Antarctica about April 
of noxt year and we are awaitil18 a decision on this. 

You will, of course, realize that there is a 
considerable degree of urgency about this ralttor if the 
expedition ia to spend a reasonable time on thj ieBl!nd 
and I should be most arateful if you wo~ld kindly explore 
the possibilities of South African co-operation and 
assistance with the various departments concerned. It 

/2 .... 
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Afric ooi nti t y wieh to 8001 ted in s 
'1 with the invo tigation, but thi ie no <loubt an 

ap ct of the tter Which oan be gone into pnr11t ly. 

M. I. BOTHA. 

Miniater. 
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17th ovc b r, 1961. 

IGN APPJJ. S. 

Royal Society ped1t1on to Triotn.n 
da Cunha. 

closed for urgent conoid ration by tho 
ppropr1 t ~outh African uthoritie re threo copies 

of letter dat d 15th Nova ber, 1961, nddreoe d by th 
Aeaistnnt Secrota17 ot the Royal Society to r. J. A. 
K.1.nfh Soi ntific Adviser, in connection with c.n expedi
tion the Royal Society is propoe1ne to send to examine 
the volcn.nic ctivity on Trietnn da Cunha.. Also ttached 
for background infor tion arc copi a {in duplicnte only) 
ot the draft minutoe of ting of " h ~outh oific 

pedition Co tte #of the Royal ociety held in ondon 
on 7th ov ber, and of a eoorandum on the d eirability 
of a ci ntific inveotiga.tion of the recent volcanic ezuption on th ialnnd. 

2. It wi11 be noted from tho ttachod p pera thllt 
th Royal Oooiety io oonsidorine the daop toh of n tenm 

doz n so1entioto to ~ristan da CUnho 
early in th w Ye r and thnt South African co-op ration 
in this venture ie invited, partioularly as re rd th 
proviaion of transport from C p Town. In this rogara 
ther 1a reference in the nclosed pap ro to th poeei
bili ty of pass e for the cb ro of the expedition beins 
obt inabl on the '"outh African oe rch V ooel hich ie 

p rontly ch duled to proceed to Goagh Island in Jo.nu ry. 

J. The Soi nt1fic Adviser hno lre dy oonv yed 
certain pr liminary info tion about the proposed 

xp Clition in p reonal letter G/19/ry/4 t 10th ove.mber, 
addrooa d to • c. Hid of the ci ntific Oo-op r.ltion 
Division of th C.o.I.B., ~o you y wioh to contact 
in th1e connection. 

4. It ould b reost appreciat d if this tter 
could receive urgent t'tantion, and if e could be informed 

e oon possible, preferably by teleeram, bother th 
South African nuthorities 111 be ablo to co-op rate with 
th• expedition. esp oi lly as regarde acoiotnnce with 
transport. It is alao poaeiblo, of ooureo, that outh 

/African .... 
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17th Nov ber, 1961. 

Th purpooe of thie note io merely to dra 
your personal attention to our ursent minuto P.S.37/3 
of 17th Nov mbor (in the ea.me bng) in roes.rd to the 
expedition hich the Royal Society is proposing to 

ount for the purposes of investigating the recent 
volcanic phenomena on Tristan da Cunha. South African 
co-op ration has been invited 1n thie exorcioe, particularly 

e regards tranai>ort. Time is of tho oeoence, however, 
and anything you can do to expedit intor-dopa.rtmontal 
consideration of tho :catter .ould be of the gre test help. 
We feel hore that there ie DUOh to be gained in co
operatin8 in this type of venture, particularly with e. 

+ body such aa the Royal. Society, and no doubt you will 
share thia view. 

A. J. OXLEY 

P . H. Philip , SCJ.•, 
Department of Foreign Affairc, 

Pretori • 

+ 

AD/AG 

It could, perhaps, keep our foot in the door for 
any possible re-eatabliehment of our weather 
etation, if ~e were to show this continued 
interest 1n the island. 

•• I.'B. 

4 ••. , It •oul.d be coet ap~reciat d if this matter 
coi.u.a receive urgent at"tention and if 
ae soon as poeoible, preferably by tele e cou;:e~:eini~rmed 
South African authorities will be blo to c~-o ernt; w1 e 
th• expedition, espeoiallf s regards eoiat n~e with th 
transport. It is o.l.eo poaeible, of course, that South 

/African •••• 

1 
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The Co ttee aueed to report to Oounoil that Sir ViYi&n PUoha 
woul.4 inveet1gato t poeeibilitJ' ot diverting a.a.a. Bbaokletton ae 

e woul.4 be O&n")'1.ng • qwmtit)' ot g op}\y8ic equipment, that J£!m1ral. 
l.ning agreed to inveoligate the anilabllity ot H.14. s. froteotor, am 

at it e 1.te view that, abould it 'be pouible, Dr Holdsate ehould be 
nn an opportunity of TU!ting th i•'and; Dr Holdsato wae, in G1\T 

o. , •pending th current southern e r with the Fal.klom !al.and 
1D pendenoiee Survey and U either H.M.s. ,Protector or R.R.S. Shac~.l.eton 
OoUld oall at Trbtan 4a Cunha on return f'rom Antarctica it miBht be 
poaa1ble to a.rzoanae -ror bi.a to be •ard. The Co tt 86r ed to 

1l6100111m8?ld. to Counoil.1 

(a) that, du to the urgent need tbr ~ ot th Tri.ste.n da Cunh.a 
~louiio aot1rlty, an upedition be emit in Dec mber 

(b) that Counoll .aet u,p a e4 boo oo tt ,oone1.eti.n8 of 
Profeaeor .Q. ~. Sir Vidan J'uche, Proteaeor L.R. ag ~, 
Sir Edward Bull.ar4, Dr 8.H. Sha• d euob othern ae COWlCil 
fl10it determine, wbioh 1'0uld report direct to Council but 

1nta1n lleiaon with the South Paoitlo Expedition Co ttee, to 
cona1.d r the eo1ent11'1o progre.mme for a f'1.rat expedition and 
the o.rus by which thia oould be achieved 

(o) that &pproaohea be ude .cliately to th South A.fr1cM Gonn>.cent, 
th Royal l'f•v.T and t •alklam Ielanda Depoudenc1 a Survey oon
oerniq th• avail.t.bility of ehippin&. 

-
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§S!rm Pjprnc IXP!Z>lTlON COMllITl'EB 

Trietan cl& Cunha 

c/158(61) 

ll.nu!• It of tho lleet1ng held on 7 NoYe!l'Jbcr 1961 (edvo.nco drnt't) 

At the Chairman• a invitation, Pro:teaeor Kenned,y reported that the 
NM8' Toloanic aotivi.'tJ' on Triatan da Cunha had toll.owed a period ~ 
Nhmo •ctivit7 and that eo tar aa •aa mown theN ha". been no ai.mUar 
lftlYity on thb hl•nd 'for eo• ~:JU.re. The preaent ol"V.ption waa 
-. flt partioular aoient11'1o intereet aa it involved the protni&ion of 
• eal.14 pl\JE or do e and in tha pa.at there han been few opportunitiee 
ot •tu4,ying ..-olcanic phenomena under auch oonditiona. Protuaor Jtennecly 
l"lpO~ed that he felt it waa ~7 deairable that a team ot aoientiata 
~ atua.y th11 activity aa aoon aa poaaible but appreciated the 
4U'ftoulty of getting peraomol there due to the remoteneea ot the 181.andJ 
it •• understood the the Colonial. ottioe would be teJdng no action in 
th• near tuturc. It waa reported that there waa an urgent need to aend 
a party of rour or !'1.ve aoientiata to •pend at leaat a month on the iele.nd 
and that it waa knoun that at leaat three were aV&il.able and nrud.oua to 
go. Two of theae were geologiata troa Profeeaor Kenned,y1 a own department 
and the third naa Dr R. IAuitn troa the Britiah Muaeum {Natural. History), 
a petl"Ologiat Who had v1dted rn..ta.n cl& Cunha when he ns a ceat>er of the 
Qoqti Ial.and SoientU'io 8ul'ft1. 

The Chairman said that it 110ul.d be ex.tr•el.y valuable it n biologiat 
ooal4 abo riait th• 1.al.&114 u4 1Ugge.te4 that Dr M. w. ffold«ate .-ould be 
th• u...a. peraon ainOe h• .in.a:t U4 '° .. uperi.eno. with th• 1"lora am 
,.... ot both Tri.etc da OUM& U4 GouO Iilad. Dr Holdiate aa14 that, 
ia bi.a n.w, the biologi.o&l at~ ••• not ao rttal at thia atc.g• IW:lce the 
e~l.ona appeared to be t&i.rl.y looalieed and, other than the effecta 
which the gaHa lldght hn• produoed, be &ntioi~ted tew b1ologioal «•ans••• 
He etated that he felt th• biologioal. atudy would certainly be important 
when the activity had quietened down and rwooloniaation ))ad cocimeneed. 
He woUld, however, welcome the opportunit7 to vi.Git the illl.ar.d ct an early 
date in order to make a prel1.m1nary biologioal. survey and nl.ao to colleot 
peat oorea with aeh band• 1n ord•r to obtain more data on paat wlcanio 
aotiri.ty. 

It na agreed that there wu urgent need tor a aull party ot 
seoloeiat• &Dd vuloanol.ogiata to spend a abort time on Triatan da Cunha 
4urba the current aouthe.m ai ... r &Dd that it ~t be deaire.ble to oon
d4er eatabliahi:ng Hlt-noc nUng 1.natNMnt1 and attanging for mon oom
~1 n geological and biol.ogioal. 1tu41ea 1n t\lture 19are. 

!ha Min probl.ea about aounting ui upedition to Matan da Cunha 
na that ot tranaport and nriou• poaaibilitiet wore auueeted. Sir 
ViT.S.u !Ucha waa aelted hether 1t might be poaaiblo to diYert one ot the 
1alk'lan4 Ial.&Ma Dependenoi11 Surny ~p1 :nturnina from Antarctica am 
he agr-4 that thia ~t be poHibb pi'O'Yi.ded • atrozl8 case oould. be made. 
rhe 1tr4rograpber ap-eed to the auggution that H .. W.. s. Protector ~t help 
am un4c'took to ~atic*t• th1a •• tw agreed that a aeri.oa of depth 
11ouz¥Unga around the ial.and would be axtre~ uae1'ul.. It wee t'Urther 
reported that the South .Atrloan naearoh naael ):!aran:re would b• 
daitislg ~ Ial&Jld ear~ in tM New T.ar to eatab a weather 
naticla Uld that ab• mi&bt be prepANd to cli'Art to Triatan 4a Cunha. 
ft• ~Ml 4a Cunha Deftl.opect Comp~ ha4 IOM paaaagea on thia THHl 
111111 _,,.t be prepared to oanoel th•• in t'al'Our ot the ac~entiata. lt wu 
rwporh4 that in e441tion to the :hrter .. t ot lr1Uab Hientiate it •u 
-. 'tbat the Belg;lu Ianitute ot "fulouoloa and the 'United Stat.a 
Otft.M ot ftaT&l R•MVOb •re and oua tlsat aom aotion be taken ana pouible 
Sfttla Mri.oan 1.ntereat WU &lao WU•atl4. In CODaideripg the poaaible 
oompeeltion d tM part:;y it waa epM4 that the two geologiata boa Proteaeor 
:g_.,,.ar a Department an4 Dr Lwitz-. aigbt uaetul.l,y be aupportecl by two 
Tri.nan Ialandera and the B•lcS.,, wloanologi.at, Dr T•d•t 1111.gbt al.ao be 
ooa-14.-.4. 
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(h) !'iltiJla. 

(1) Extent or rook tel.la and atabllity of ol11'ta, rec nt trao
turln6. 

(J) Effect on ter supply and Sottlecent. 

2. J,>a11t hbtor::,y 

(a) Gooloe;io&l. survey ot i.ale.nd to eetabliah volcanic chronology. 

( ) Collection ot epecimena ot 1¥1~ dating. 

(o) CollflCtion of apeoi.JDena for pal.acomagnetic work. It would 
b 1ntoreetill6 to UH the a apecimene !'or both (a) end (b). 

(4) Examination ot th• other eeoondary oonee on the iolo.nd. 

(•) Re-exam1not1.on ot the nature ot the Settl nt platform. 

(t) Collection ot peat oorea 'for C 14- datins ot CIJl,)' a8h hand.a. 

(g) Erl.d.encen o£ explcain acti'Yity 1n paet geological hiatory. 

'l'bia programme ould neoeaaitat a tield expedition including a 
geopbyaioiat an1 a geochel:lUt, in e4dition to gool.ogietf'. In view of 
tranaport di:ffioul ti ea, th• entire ti.old party 8hould not exceed from 
1"our to six uo1ent1ata. There 1o re&Mn to believe that the trans
portation d1tfiou1t1ec to the 1a1and J:d8ht be overoom • 

N:q action which cay be taken, cuat bo taken soon, 1.e.: 

f Jhlle the en.iption ia etill in progreea. 

2. Preferably during the aummer eeuon 1n th• Southern Hem111phere. 

;the" 18 oome a U •l• nt ot danger aii the rupt1on may denlop 
il:rto a nolonUy axp1oa1ve J)haae. The rlak, howev r, ia a oalou1ated 
one which IJ\Y voloanologiat would aooept. 

Thie eruption on Tristan da Cunha preeente a uniquo opportunity 
to 11Jnet1gate what io virtually a newl,y initiated volonno &ituated on 
bn9 ~ tho major etruoturtll teaturea ot the earth' o eurtao (the M14-
.itlant1o ~e) and euoh en opportunity :ai8ht not r our. 
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,. _ !be ialand.. ot 1'riatan da Cunb in tb• South Atlantic repr aenta 
.-'ft tOloano, ot preauubq Plebtooena 'to R.eoent e, .tdoh bee been 
)uilt Up ho. tM floor ot th• ooean, on the eouthern part of' the K14• 
MJ.antio liqe. ao..thia,g s.. JcDon ot the petroua}llq ot the ial.and, 
but no nry preoiae geolog:loal data an a'f'&ilable oonoemi.DI tb• 
4riasl14 9truoture &n4 901.oa:d.o cbrocol.og ot the 1&1.aDd, 

'l'ben 1a no reoord ot an vupticm within hiotorio timea and, on 
the ba&ia ot th• ·~ geoohronolo1ioal data, it wou.14 appear that the 
~oano haa been ooz:pletel.7 inaotiT• tor a period ot at le&l!lt 2,500 
1MZ'11· At the beginn1n& ~ qust, 1961, man11'eatat1ona c:! highly 
loo.liaed, .. 1ecio aotiTit1 1.nitiated a pbaae ot roorudoaoont volcanism 
llhiob cmlcd 0 •ted, at the b-a'='Df of October (8-10 Ootober), •1th the 
4nalo~ ot an active voloanio oentre 1n the a.na ot the aettl nt 
Pat.au at the northern md ot the ialabd. 1b1a led to the evacuation 
ot population. 

It 1e apparent, trom the •.19-witD• • aooounta, and from photogrepha 
.... ~ the url.J' pbHH ~ the eruption, that ~ha t)'pe ot TOlot.A1-•v ia'fol.TH the protNa1c:lll ~a •olJ.4 to Uaoou.e 1*n. ao-. 

• eru,pt1on on ~ 1e pertioularl-1' int•N•tinc :ln Tiew ota 

th• ney long period ot qui••~ (probably tneral thoueand ot 
,.an) that preoe4*1 the pnHnt .rcenl ot aot1Tit7; 

a. lhe nature ot the YOl.Mnioit)' (1.... protrueion ot • lava 4oM 
1'9ther than exploa1n aotlTity or normal lld.eaio.n of lava) a 

3. tM eoo ntrio poaition or tbe nn tooua ot aotlrlty relative 'to 
tU main oo!ltral cntN' • 

.l ooienti1'1o atu~ ot the ~ now b 1Jl,5 d1eplayed i.t ol•&rl.7 
u.m~~• and m ' be regardAtd H th& n~1bility ot Br1.t1eh •oS.Onoe. 

~••ti.gation lboUla lnalwt.a 

la) D tailed ob enationa ot the tn>•1 Ngllltude, rate ot growth, 
etc., ot the aotirlv. 

(b) hmperature anc1 ...UCO.iv ot the extruded teri&l. nature 
oharaoter ot Pl n.1.laion, tto, 

(o) Cr1t1oal ..,..snatton ot the nit ot the iel.&Dd tor U\1 •icna 
ot aoti'Tity el.H'llhen, ••I• tumerolio action, lend el1pa, 
oraokl, ohazlpa in on-line, cb 11 in nter lenl 1n tht 
lakee. 

(4) CeoohtGioaJ. cbancter ot l&•, PM•, t'lu14a, .to. 

(•) . ..am~' 

(t) ~ranv IUJ'Yq. 

( ) Seiuio 8Ul'ft7 • 

_J 
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~lyillto prove a poai tive contribution to South Af'rioan 
goo w in thia country. 

With regard to transport tho :P..oyal. &ociet1 hop • to be 
ble to ~nftBe tor a ahip returning froa .Antarotlo ba.ae• 

in the Pilll111d Ialanda De ndenoica SU.rvey to call at !l'riatc.n 
C~ to uplit"t ~ embers ot the expedition. ~ P.oynl 

Society ould be very willing to aooom!lOdate tho oxp 41 tion to 
any &ailing dste which can bo arranged, but it 1.~- hopod t it 
will 1be eblc to leave aa OIU'ly aa poasible, ~~ccember • 
been •uucated ns a 4opnrturo date. In order thnt it ~ move 
at short notice the Society pl.ens to consign o. lot of heavy 
equipment troll! their atorea to their Agent1 1n Cnp Town (1.I'hoaaa 
Cook and Son, Ltd.). A.a a tirat roue;h estimate it ia expected 
that the total weight or expedition equipunt will be about ti ve 
ton1. 

I look forward to be&.ring frO 70u about the poaaibility 
of lJaHa&e• in the GouE,h Iala.nd relief expe1l1 tion ahip, or fniltng 
tbia , a~ other al terrui tivea tbere aay bth I y mention thnt 
.Admiral Bicrm:in, lTho b on a.n overae • visit, ta t preaent in 
Germany but will return to London next week, and, it no other 
ahippinc 1 o.vAilable, it is proposed that tlle poeeibility ot 
aer.din a South African laval ahip should be diaousaed with hla. 

Mr . .. 't. . B. Cro.wford, wh?se n e oame u9 in tbo discuaaion t 
~ JU>yal. Society, ia on the atatf or the eatber Bureau and 1a 
atat1oned t Cape Town. 1'here 11 probably no one tter informed 
on Tristan da Cunhn than he 1 and I am aure that it will bo moat 
helpful to hnve hia adv1oe on a wide vUiety of' matterA• I hope 
that tho Direoto1• of the Weather DureAu will be agr oo.ble to hla 
services b ing aa a consultant and it would be veey uaefU.l 
to have the Dircotor1 a permisaion to write direot to Crawtorcl it 
this ocn be CLJ"re.nged. 

Mr. Go.ggina of the Tristan Dcvelo9J1ent Co . ill over here at 
preaent , end he hna promised all tho asaiatuloe he can give to 
the Royal Society. I pther that r.e would be willing t:o traziarer 
berths he baa booked in the c.rionette tor the uae of the Expedition. 
l understand he ia due to luve f<>r South .Africa on Monday. 

Thia expedition ill, or eourae, ®ve to be planned TI:ry 
quickly, and I should bo 111oot grntotul to bnvo intormntion about 
the matters reiaed in thia letter oa soon u po .. ible. 

1th k1.n4 reprd.a, 

Youra einoerely, 

,J. & 11.ini;' 
Cbiet So1ent1fio Liaiaon Ot'tioer 
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C •• JI d " cq • ., 
I . .S.D., 
c.s.1 . . , 
.o. Box .395, 

P :TORil , n .A.. 

Doar 

17th ov ber, .L96l . 

1th reference to y lett r of lOtb ov bor, Proteeeor 
w.P. J ckeon an I hud a a.1scucs1on th Kr. c • • I nnen an 
Dz>. D.c . tin of tho Royc.l. ~cLety on 15th r o bcr. .alnce 
thon Dr. artin haa written to me formall,y and l cncloa o. 
copy or hie letter. I cloo enclose, f'or your ~onaat1on, e 
copy or tho adnute or the South Pac11'1c podltion C tt e 
(non rcoonstit.utc(l an the Southern Zone Expedition Coaoltteo) 
of th Royal uooiety and a copy or c ibran prepar d by 
Profossor .~. Y.cmnoc\Y (Head of the Bcsotu oh Inatitut ot 
/l.f'ricon Geology at Lccd.8 nivera1ty) the 81robility 01 
expedition to Tristan 4a Cunho. . 

nte Royal ... ociety aceko South l.f'rican co-operation in t hia 
eX} cdi Uon nn in pM"ticular uould be glad 1f could e.eaist 
in providina tranvport for tho party to tho itJlWld. It hns 
b en su eostod thr..t tho toientifio party lfl1eht includ on or 

oro South African members. It hno been reported that 
Profcesor S:i..mpnon has been contecplatinc a vioit to th iolond 
ond, 11' thio in oorreot, he ms;y be willing to co-operate in a 
joint x o41.t1 • Anothor poosibility ta that outh .African 
Gooj?cy&iciot or Coochet:1ist mq be n ucof"Ul a<ldition to th te 
It oo e likely thut opeclalietn in a1 th~ of th ae 1'1 lde 111ey 
be more vnluablo to tho propoeod expeClit1on than ologietri, 
o p c1olly as there ie tho &1J868ot1on ot 1nolu Dr. aster 
\"/ho io conoid.crod to be :th 1endirl8 vulcru:olo 1st and ha8 carried 
out invostigatione on all k:noV1n active volcanooc. 

-rofeeaor Jackoon and I tbi:nk it 1£I;ortant tha1. Ghould 
do all \ti can to aeoist the C)y8l .. ociety in cream ing tJda 
expedition and I fulve i; oken to Kr. Jo?m Oxlo3 who 1a aloo in 
agree ent and in oending a letter to the Dep ont or oroien 
Afl'n1rs 1J1 to-dq' s llipl tic bna. Professor J ok.aon hnn, I 
believe, writt n personal m>to to Dr . l1a ' · 11th th 1os 
of' our C on. al. th acienti.1'1.c llnlro I think th: t oo-oporation 
with tho Royul. Society in 1• venture af"1'orda good op ortun1ty 
for o. pl actical onatr tion of' a "1Sh on our part to continu 
to rk in close collaboration with Britiah ac1ont1ata. I ~ 
•N that th !loyal Society continuoo to rogard .. outh A1'r1cn ao 
an cl16ible participant in ita Ccm::onwealth co-oporativo undcr-
tnkin!;o Md l convinced thnt it "111 be v ry much in our 
ociont11'1o intcroBtB to 1'or.tcr and cncouraec tho f'r1 ndllnoH 
which hBo be n ma.de ovldent . Al.though it 18 outai o my province 
to do no, I vonturo to remark the.t tho pr opor.od eX}) dit1on to 
explore lUl active volcano on an ioolated bland bas all tho olo cnta 
ot' popll.UU' appeal and that co-op ration w1 th tho oyal uocioty ia 

/2 •••• 
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~,,;_ 
With tl1e Compliments o( the 

Scientific Liaison Officer 17th ov ber, .1.961. . 

,.._, 
)~ 

I 

it;: 1 h.u.~ ~flA ")o. ~ ~ 
DJr~ ~ a. otqj.-k...~\ 

~ c ~~~ 
IMC~~~ 

~ t:"tA.. ~! 

ty Exped.1 tion 
_:u&ffi 

th ove bor, Professor 
th ail". c • • Hennen m 
n 15th l ov bor . uJ.nce 
aJ.l\v I cncloo n 
ror your inform t1on, 8 

c ~dition Comm1tte 
Exp dition Co!:lmltteo) 
bran prepared by 

aoai oh ln&ti tute of 
~ the air bility o on 

•icnn co-opor t1on in t hie 
slad i~ could eaict 

1n providin8 tranopon :i-ar vmr var; .. o tho iol.a.nd. It hun 
b en 8U,!!fOoted that the Scientific party m1 ht include on or 

oro So11tll .A1'rlcun members. It hno been ro orted that 
Profe1wor o;:;.uopaon has boon contemplatin vioit to tho 1Bland 
and, if thio io correct, ho 11111\Y be willing to co-oper te in a. 
joint ex o t1an , .Anothor poneibility 1a that Louth A1'rican 
Goopbyaloict o:r Cooohemint 1!11\Y be n uootul nddition to the ta • 
It no & l1kol3 thut opocialista in ei th o! th ae N.eldo IIl!\Y 
b more vtU.uablc to t ho propoeed oxpodition th:.w Geolot;iote, 
cr;pcclelly there 1a tho eugsestion o~ 1ncludi11£1 asi f' 
who ia conoldcrod to be the leo.dUlg vulc olo iet and baa cnrrio4 
out invoaU~atlon& on (l].l knoim ct1ve volcanoes. 

rotceeor Jaclaon ana I th1nlc it a ortant that should 
4o all. cnn to aaoint the oyal ... ooiet.y or: a.n1 106 tbla 
expedition an I have spoken to lb'. Jolm Oxl0.1 ho 1 oleo 1n 
agi- e ent and ia ndine a. letter to tbc Deptirtment o oreien 
A!'ttdro in to-w\Y' e diploma.tic baa· Prof aaar J ckoon hna, I 
beliove, itten a personu.l not to • Na 6' . 1th tho loa 
of our C alth oc1entif1o link& I th1rik tiu.t co-operation 
rl th th Royal Society in t 1e venture n.t'.forda a good op ortuni t;y 
tor p1actical demonetr tion ot' a "1.dl on our part to continue 
to nark in close collnbor tion with r1t1ah scientista. I ~ 
•N that th r.oyal Society oontlnuoo to r gard .. outh Atricn ac 
Wl oli61ble participant 1n its Com::onwoalth co-operat1vo widor
takin,g• end I oonvincod that 1 t will be • ry much tn our 
oci nt1f1o 1ntoro ta to 1"01:1tor and cnoour c tho triondlineoa 
which htls been made evident . Althouah it is out 1 my provinco 
to do eo , I vontUl"e to rocark that th propo.ed oxpod1t1on to 
explore nn active volcano on an iaolat d illlencl bao all tho elo cnts 
ot opu.lar app al and that co-operation with the oynl Society ie 
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12. ''· 19~, 

CR TARY POR TRANSPORT. 

of th 

1. 

2 . 

3. 

IDEN!: COUNCIL FOR SCI TIFIC ID INDUi"JTRIAL 
R·nt RCH. 

Royal Society Exp di tion to ~riet n 
on Cunha . 

I cnclo~e her ith for your urfient at~ention copiea 
.following document : 

inutc o. P .• 37/3 of the 17th novc~ber, 
1 61, from tho Kinieter in London . 

L tter, TC /G /PFW, dated the 15th ovo ber, 
l 61, and aadr es d to th uCi ntific Attach6 
in London by the eiatnnt Secretary of the 
Royal uOciety • 

Minut a of the Roy l Society, rcforonce 
C/158(61), of me ting Qonvene on he 7th 
.ovembcr, 1961. 

4. oyal Society cmorandum o. TC'/1(61) of the 
14th ovember, 1961 . 

ro these ann , it 111 be obccrved 
11 scientific exp dition to rist n da unha 

consider d by th oynl ocioty, to ob erve the 
eraptlon there in ~tion . You 111 note that 
ition i likely to oonoiet of four sci ntieta 

o ibly two ri tan Iel nd r t who wo ld 11 e to leav 
"11 for riDtan e rly in the ue year. 

he ipedit1on is, ho ever, f ced ith a 
ort prob1em, and the Royal Society hn enquirad 
r vouth frica could a siet in thi r @lrd, oaoibly 
1ng va.ilablo th required acco od tion in the South 
n r rch ve eel " rionette" , h~ch it 1o underotood 
e ilins for Co uBti I 1 nd early'in J nua.ry . 

• • 
Although it io not u ionod in th ttncbcd 

requ t , it occurs to this Departm nt thnt the ''R •• 1." 
111 lao be sailing about the.~ timp, or Anto.r'c~ica. 

,~ .. · J 
I 

/ ... 
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h return voyage fro Triet n da Cunh vidently 
uch le e of a proble 1nce there is a posa1b111ty 

I rotector" or n bac loton be Dle to 
t the I land for this purpose . 

h 1n1ster in London hao co nt d informally 
on t 1 r quc t that7 

"It could, perh ps, oorve to ' keep our foot 
in th door• for any po eible re-cota~lishmont of 
our weather atation, if o ere to how this 
continued intoreat in the Island" . 

You 111 al o doubtle~a be be ring in ind t} f ct that 
t r e in le tiona thnt Col!ll:lon calth ociontiete aro 
ebo 1 t nd ncy to treat their South frican counterparts, 

t th ~ro eoeional level, ao if tho Republic ere till 
a p rt of the Co onw alth. ~h re may bo t chnical, and 
tocticul, dvantagea in ncouragins this tendency by going 
out of our y to be co-operative ith them. 

It would be appreciated if th1 r que t could be 
re r o a matter of ur ncy, and if thi De rtment could 
be inf od a soon as po ible what r ply should be returned 
to London .. 

P.R. Philip 

S CR ?ABY OR l R IG A ~IR~ . 

The Ambassador Extraordinar1 and Plenipotentiar1 
of the Republic of South Africa, 

LONDON. 

Copy !or your information. Your minute 
No. P.S. 37/3 of the 17th November refers. 

~~ 
f sECRETARY--pQR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 



P. S.)7/3 

AI AIL 

24th ;oveDber, 1961. 

---
With reference to my personal note of 17th 

ovembcr about tho proposed expea1t1on to Tristan da 
Oanha, I ahouJ.d l.ike to let you know that e h3VC taken 

dvanto.ge of his presence in London thie eek to cqua.int 
Admira.1 ~iermann with the plans of the Royal. Society. 

tdciral Biermann o interested to hear bout 
the expedition d suggested that, if noceosnry, he 

ou1d be av 11.nble for conau.ltat1on in Cape Town as 
fro next e k. 

A. J. OX LEY 

P. H. Philip, Esq., 
D partment of Foreign A.ffairo, 

retoria. 
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Our Ref. 

Yoar Rd 

LONDON WC1 

6/1 VR/ /1 

?7t' ''ov mb r , 19 1 . 

::i r 'r . Oxley, 

Rey l s~ciety V.z:pc 

to Tri~tan da C1nha 

T ~ncloc h~re'Vit' 11\Y c ~orandu:i: o t~ bove, 

w i.e., • rt :ro rl ll b •ood enou 'h t<'.' t 

th Amb a. 0 • J.iscus3cd on the t le~ ono t -as.:,. 

YO'..irs sincerely, 

~I . ~ . ' 
J .A • .!\in; ' 

Chi f Sci ntific Li ison Offic r 

p. n. Philip, Esq., 
nt of Poreign Affniro, 
torio.. 

/3 

r, 1961. 
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P.S.37/3 

29th November, 1961. 

In accordance with the request 
in your letter (ref. 6/19/F/4/1) of the 
27th November to me, I have handed to 
the Ambassador your memorandum about the 
pr oposed expedition to Tristan da Cunha. 

As you know, Dr. Muller lenvos 
London for South Africa this evening. 

He will discuss the matter with 
the authorities in Pretoria. 

s~~/ 

/;... J . Q)(LE"i 

J. A. King, Esq., 
Chief South African Scientific Liaison 

Officer. 

AJO/AG 

P. n. Philip , Esq., 
D p r cnt of Foreign Affairs, 

torin. 

13 

·, 1961. 

th 
do. 

taken 
cqua.int 
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00
nnex1on I woul1 eu geat that, if poso1ble, Pro!. Simpson and 

Pro!. Oevers ahould be asked to Join the expedition and, in addition, 
&a the expedition requi1ea the services of a geophyeic1st, we should 
a•k Prot. A.L. Hales or one of hie ~to.ff if tbe1 are prepared to go. 

Finally, Mr. A·B· Crawford who is a member of the Weather 
lbreau and w~oee ~ddroee is Port Metoorologioal Office, P.O. »ox 
2761, Cape Town, ehould be brought into any dioouseiono concenling 
Tristan da Cunha as I gatlle:r he 1a moat i01owle1lt)eable on th1s eub
jeot, 81\i I woul~ even go as far no to suggest that he should join 
the expedition. 

~: 
s.w. Baud' 

COUNCIL FOR SCIENTIFIC 
DiDUSTRIAL RESEARCH 
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A turi er poseib1lit1 inTeotigat9d wna tho use of 
OClmllle?oial Teee•ll pl¥ing between C~ !own and South .Amerio&• 
Pat Bo1al lntei-Ocea.o Lino ha• 17 two 9aeeenger veeaels sail ing 
a\ OOP;~enient time• .za~ th 7 art the "Sta.at Banka" leav1n0 Cape 
1Rown o 3let Deoenber and tbe "Tjieidana" leaving Cape Town on 
about 3let Januaey, bon bowad tor Rio de Janeiro. 

t r 
Tbt "'l'jiaidana" will be retuming froe Rio de Janeiro 
u ' 8u ••· 

fbis ebipping line ha• inveetigated the poseibilit1 
of land.ins a par\¥ oa ~ri•iaa da CUnba a.ad. I gather that aa there 
ar. no ~ur ~aoil1t1ee at Trietan da <Junha, per9one and equip-
Mll1 would ha't'• to be ott loaded. at eea and the ooapany 1a prepared 
to 4o thi• onl7 if one of the ship• of the Trietan da Cunha 
l>eTeloi-ent Oolllp&nT, n••l.7, the "l"razioie Repetto" or the "Trieta.nia", 
or, better atill, 'boih, 1.1'9 in the Tio1n1t1 at th• time. 

I ha.Te approached. the Trieten da ~a Development Company 
in thit oonnexioa and. the7 haT• un1'ortunatel7 indicated that their 
•hip• -111 not be ia the vio1nit7 of Tristan da Cunha until the 
ed ot 1eb:ruaey. '.l'hia aak .. it rather late !or the Royal Sooiety 
bped.1t1oa. 

lentioa 1a made in your aiaute of the "KarioneUe" and. 
ae there ie •om• oontwaion oonoerning tbe ownerabip of this veeael, 
I ab.ould liu to point out that the "lla.rioaette1t has been oharh:red. 
l»;y the !l'r1stan da CWlba l>e dop.ont Ccrllpa1l7 to make ~yagee to 
the .,ra.ncie Rep et to• and the "i'dahnia• tiehing 1n the Tioini ty 
ot Qoacb leland. !bi• T emel 1• du• •o leave at the end of 
December and acain in i'ebruar,-, 1962, but un!ortunatel7 the oompany 
baa indicated \bat no berths aro aTatlablt tor extra paaeengere. 
Howe•er, tb• J)epo.rtment of Transport rhiob ia reaponaible !or 
l1oona1ng these Y eeeln, ht.8 indioated that the7 might be prepared 
to allow more pe.t1sengere on the "Jlarionette" 1a tb• il1teresta of the 
ex:ped.1 t ion. 

In eom turther ooc:nunioation• I baTo rec ived, I under
shnd that moat ot th recogni d landing nru.c on Tristan da Cunha 
baT been deatroyed b7 the l va !lowc a.nd thie, no doubt, would 
make landing th• party eomowbat difficult. In Tiew o! the situ
ation outlined above, end tho faot tbet lending the party might 
be diff1oult, I would trongly reool'ilDend that we should aek the 
South .lfrican Wavy for aaoi tanoe in tbis proJoot. 

The So~tb lfrioan r.~,.,- baa no programme in tho vicinit;y 
ot Tri tan dn Cunha, t I understand tho.t Admiral Bierman who 
wan in l,q.1don reoentl1, bao beon informed o! our requirements and 
is well dlepoe d to tho propoeal to use • South .lfrioan Naval frigate 
to take tho partT to the ielan4- I gather, however, that permiaaion 
tor thie 1'o talco plaoo would have to be token up with the Dopartm nt 
of Defence and this 1 a catt&r which 1our Departl:l nt obould oon
side:r. 

Tho lat ot 1n!oroat1on I have reooived oonce::nin~ tho 
Expedition is that 11 will now ooneiat o! from oigbt to ten pe1001a 

end South African p~rtioipntion ould be elc ed. In this latter 

-!r-/· .. 
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1961. 

Proposed Royal Society Expedition to 
Tristan da Cunha 

I refer to your minute and enclosures of 22nd November, 

J.t the outset I should like to say that v:e give our 
full support to the Royal Society's proposed expedition to 
Tristan da Cunha, both in the interests of soience and our re
lations with the Royal Society and the United Kingdom. 

We shall also do everything possible to help them in 
this venture and hope that it will be possible !or two South 
African scientists to join the expedition, namely, Prof. ~.s.w. 
Simpson, Univeraity of Cape Town, and Prof. T.W. Gevere of the 
University of the Witwatersrand. Both or tbeee men are very 
much interested in the Heology of Triotan da Cunha, and Prof. 
Gevere is probably South 4frica•s only vuloanologist. 

In the papers that accompanied your letter, the Royal 
Society stated that its main requirement was for transport to tbe 
island at the end of December, and it was hoped that the relief of 
the party might be effected by one of the vessels of the Falkland 
!eland Dependencies Survey which will be returning from .Antarctica 
about .April of next year. 

Subsequently, Mr. J.A. Kine, our scientific liaison 
officer in London, has reported that the Royal Society was con
sidering the possibility of the expedition bein

0 
transported direct 

to Tristan da Cunha from the Uni tod Kingdom in the "Kist a Dan". 
Thio vessel has been chartered for the Royal Society eXpedition 
to Halley Bay and is due to leave at the end of December. 

It ie now learnt, however, that the "Kieta Dan11 will 
have to leave the United Kingdom on 2nd Deoe~ber, in whioh case 
it will be impossible to transport the Tristan da Cunha expedition, 
and, accordingly, we have investigated other posaibilitiee. 

The Department of Transport• 11 vessel, the "RS.A", unfol'
tunately ha• a very definite schedule of commitments in relieving 
our J.ntarotio and island •tationa. I gather, however, that it 
might be possible to pick up the Royal Society party on its return voyage in .4,pril. 

-2-/ ... 
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Your 

f: 6/l.9/R/4/1 
fz 11/26/4 

C. G.Hide , Esq . , 
1.s.s.n., c. s.1.R., 
P. O. Box 395 , PR~TORIA . 

r Oyril, 

ope d 
to 

IC • 

• 0.1 . 

29th ove r , 1961. -4 • 

d1t1on 
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• l:L Philip 

DIE IS VAN VEP.VO R. 
(U dien brief nr. A 11745/1 van 30 ovember 1961, ver. ye) 

~~Die Buit n wone en Gevol:rn:l ti de Arnb eur 
van die Republiek van Suid-Afrikn, 

LOl1DBN . 
(U 1 n bri £ nr. P.S. 37/3 van 17 Nove b r 1961, ve~ ye) 

S.AKn. 
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30 ovemb r 1961 , ver yo) 

- Di uit n on en G vol.ms 1 de b Ill' 
van die Republiek van Suid-Afrika , 

LOUDEN. 
(U din bri f nr . P. S. 37/3 van 17 lov b r 1961 , ver.y) 
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D: 2d. 12. b1 . 
0 : l:J. ii. h~ .. LO, N. 
l'{ : ~b. 12. u1 . 

No. 240. 

Your t'leupatch 17th Novc •• ber re risttrn 111 Junha 
ex .. edition. 

.e n ..... o u uth Afrlcan ~riwate ~ooa ~~.e, ~ 1>0rty or 
p_ r val hab bet;n obt 1 ned f r th cunve nee by 

t El_ - '..>Xi, ly 0 tJ o f'r.::i oil onet;.ivn to 'rlat n r'la Cunha, 
aaJ.l ... n ..... r ..:>! n n Jan 11th or J n 12th 1962. .. ~e 

rty ill c l I' ed 70 centc rer er n .. l' ., y r 
BJ.n • 

ty 1 to C)ll ist 0.1 1·e t an o e De tti16 
c ild o c n rl rec1 on rP.cei t further 111t...>l' t 1 n .f.i•o, y .. m. 

~lea e C nvey f~re uin uI'Per tu <~ l vJCiety n 
t lt< l.' h th ll~ ,, ... Jl.>'• .t"leaee also obt in cl r rice .t~r 
Joor Ho~e cull t ~rtetan ~ )un~u an~ t...> re r utlne call 
at .;u .h I l nd ,71 th sto1' s . 
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TONY · - · 

Mr. King telephoned to say that 
he has passed on to the Royal Society the 
me soage about the South African frigate . 
They are grateful to us for making the 
offer and the expedition committee will 

consider i t at a meeting this afternoon . 
In view of that fact that we shall be 
able to teleeraph their reply only on 

Monday, and as th;;i.t day is a holiday in 
South Africa, Mr. King wondered whether 
you might wish to send an inter im reply 
today, a~ying that the offer is being 
considered and that we sh~ll telegr aph on 

Mond"ly. 

If you wish to s eak to llr . King 

you can get him at home within the next 
/ hour. After that he v.rill not be available . 

/ 
~ ),-. ~ 

~ .. /~--if~ 
r ~ ~ 1,.. ~~ . ".:p Ann 

= 

9. 45 a .m. 
29 . 12 . 61 

~mha , 

e 

.r:: 

u. 

ll 
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2 9. 12. 198t 

The Ambassador Extraordinary and !lenipotentiary 
of the Republic of South Africa, 

LO'IDOn. 

Royal Society Expedition to Tristan 
do. Cunha. 

E.A. 37. 

In reply to your minute Io. P.S. 37/3 of the 
17th ovember, 1961, and in amrlificetion of my telegram 
No . 240, dated the 28th December , 1961, I ehoula explain 
tr at the South African frigate "Good Hope 11 is scheduled 
to carry out a comoined training cruise ana routine voyage 
to Goueh Island with stores in uenuary , 1962. S e ill 
e 11 from Sinonstown on the 11th or 12th January. 

The Secretary for Defence hac a~reed (and t t e 
Tr a ury has a1proved) that the frigate may t the same 
time e bark the • oyal Society expedition to the number of 
approximately six persona at Si~onutown , and convey them 
to Tristan da Cunha . The Royal Society will be chareed only 
!or the costs of ~essine, amounting to 70 cents per day per 
expedition member. 

Ao requested in my teleeram under reference , you 
will presumaoly be arranging clco.r nee for Good Hope to 
c 11 at mriatan and Gough Islands . 

:le understand that the return voyage fron Tristan 
to C e Town resents no proolems, ana tha.t our a'"sietance 
in this r gara io not required . 

m~ 
( SECR TARY FOR FOR IGN A FAms . 

~ 

0ltt ~~~~· 

). 
t 

dPt> 1. ,1, bY 



6/19/!/4/l 

lst .Tamaary, 1962. 

SBCmERlf, P.RBTOUA. 

TOUR NUMBER 240. ROYAL SOCIETY GRATEJ'UµT ACC!P'l'S OFFER 
GOOD HOPE IF UINIMUM PARTY or EIGHT MER CAN B! ACCOMWDATID 
AM> STORES ACCUWLA.TBD IN CAP! TOWK TRANSPORTED STOP 
ROYAL OOCIETY IJfVITES CRAWPORD DEPARTMENT TRANSPORT TO JOilf 
IXPEDITION N'O IJI' HE IS AVllLA.BLI PARTY WILL COMPRISE 
ADDITIONALLY FOUR GEX>LOGISTS OD RADIO OPERATOR AlfD TWO 
TRISTAN ISIANDERS STOP SOCIETY Y.'OULD lfEVERTHELESS STRO:RG-LT 
PRnER OFFER ALTERXATIVE DATE LATER 11' JAKUl\RY AND PASSAGE 
FOR T\TELVB STOP DEPARTURE BEPORE EIGHTEENTH WOULD 
1'ECESSITATE LEAVIlfG AT CAPE TOWN SMALi, QUA1'.l'ITT DIPOR'l'ANT 
EQUIPlrEM' ftOW IN TRANSIT AND LIVITATION OF NUMBER TO EIGHT 

OULD EXCLUDE BIOU>GISTS AND OTHERS STOP GRA'l'EPUL URGE2'T 
REPLY 

OPPOSITELY 

J 
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LONOON WCI 

\ . I. '4~"L 

With the Compliments of the 

Scientific Liaison Officer 

J.4 . l~ 

~T .ACCIP.l'S OPFD 
CA1'f BE ACCOMMOD.ATD 

RTID STOP 
'l'RANSPORT TO J'OD 

ILL COMPRISE 
0 OPERATOR .Al(D TWO 
1'BVXl'l'RELESS STROICLT 

.TAJIUART AND P.ASSAGB 
KEllTH WOULD 
, Qmln'r.r? DIPORTART 

01' OP KUl(BER TO EIGB! 
fOP GRATKPUL UR~ER'l' 

SIT.ELY 

I O"l:l'\Jh .n v~l • - w... ----
\o 

V\r11~~ ~· 
~ a\1\ ~;v 



E~ CLAIR 

FRO 1: v . A. IBA Y LU DOrl 
TO : Prl TORIA 

Your no . 240 . 
oyal oociety gratefully ace pt offer Sood Hope if 

mi nimum party eight men can be acoommod ted nd atorea accumu
lated in Cape Town transported . Royal oociety invitee Crawford 
Department Transport to join expedition rd if he ia available 
party will comprise additionally four ,eologists , one radio
operator and two Tristan islanders . oociety would neverthe
less strongly prefer offer of alternative date later in 
January and passages for twelve . ileparture before 18th would 
necessitate leaving a.t Cape Town small quantity important 
equip ent now in tr nsit and liritation of number to eight 
1ould exclude biologists and others . Grateful for urgent 
reply . 

r 



• c. l \ " 
D: . l .62 
Cl: , J\, , A .... u 

. 1 . 2 
.o. Ko] .. 

vi r rd 0 c t·nts o your t era no . 240 . 

ent ve b c~ 

ri 

ollov 6 . uOUth .~ rican 
il ail from 

Si on ~ c aa to 
unh ex el tion con.;i ting of not ,ore t le. eroono i th 

equipm nt . 1::;ing char ,e. a before 70 cent.a w1ll be 
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1th rur~r re.tc nco to )'our lcttm- of 
15th ?°ct• ~r, I hllvo much pl.ft cure ln infomi.Jll: 
l"JU thnt the &auth Mrio Fri te s TJ1ll 
at'J.l tr:> ... ...,11::ons~n on 22nd J~ ond rill be 
able to bark the ~ 01' tho oyal Sooi ty 

edition to !rlatnn c1n CUbhQ to the llUllbcr of' 
tf:olvo pereoru;• GDd convoy tbezil with thoir c~p-

nt to thg 1clo:ntl. :enbers f tho expcliition 
will be :rcqui Cl to ot •:in et ceo unU:ne 
t 'r c nta ( 7/ .. ) c::iol • a y bile nee~ a.toa. 
in tho cllip. 

? t:EJ:o 'th1 op 01 tuni ty or 1 ehine tho bors 
o.f tc."' od!tion suecees in very a~ot of this 
C'ntcrvri~ :::.d • enjoyable tr:>y in .,. ne • 

ith ~ ro 

Yoar Ld.n l,y, 

l- . ~;s, 
Chief' f!oicntifio L:lAicon ffloer 

~'!11i.. . D , eq. 
South /hlo House. 

t 



' ' 

VI -
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ro b d1plo tic chrumole 1 •• United 
1ngdom or Co. on onlth eJ:i Co sion r to 

the Unit d ingdo Gov nt (r re ontine 
tho Colony to be vioit d). 

otitic t1on to b e nt by th Co onwe 1th 
country cone rn d, or by the propri to n val 
utbority, diroot to the Coloninl er t ry 

of tho Colony. Aoknowled ant to b eent 
by the Colonial ecr tnry through th a 
ohnnnol. Th Uni ea Ki ,do H18h Commieeioner 
and the ppropriate vn.l Co n4or-1n-Chief 
or avnl He dqu.art ro to be in'fo d at the 
e e time . 

Qp&rational Viaitn otification to be aent by the propriat 
naval uthority ot tho Co nw alth country 
concerned to tho local n val ut ority Wh ro 
on xieta, oth rwioc to th Colonial cretar.y, 

otea ( ::l) 

(ii) 

copy to tho .aval Oo d r-1n-Ch1ef or val 
H dquart rs 1n Who area th Colony lies. 

It rill be oau ed th t the local naval. 
authority Will k ep the Colonial ecretary 

nd (if con ider d nee s nr.y) the n pro
rint Naval Co d r-in-Ohi f or nval 

lle dquart re intormod. 

For both informal and oper.itional. vioito 
by S.A.N. hipo to Colonial port , tho 
Cor::nruter-in-C ief, uouth Atl ntio, will 
b regnrded aa the ·•co nd r-1n-Ch1 t in 
hose aren the Colony lies•. 

tinition of Vinita ( ) ol'ffiOJ. vi its ro thooe or formal 
n tu.re requiring epecio.l honoaro and 
oero oniee to be r ndered. Th vioits 
are norl:9l. y do when 1 ortant p ra nagea 
re c b rk d, when po.rticipatina 1n 
a'tiona.l C re n1 n or on other s ecicJ. occnei no. 

(b) Info 1 visit are tho involvins 
partici tion in local oerc on1 s in Which 
to 1tiea norcally r stricted to the 
custo ry oalut s and exch3J18 a of onllo; 
they 1 and UBUn.lly do, includ tho 
obj ctivcs ot operntional vi its. 

(c) Operationnl vi ita are those de 
pri r1ly for logictioo, re airs, s nroh 
nnd r soue, trnneport of croonn l, 
reor ation, paooag throueh territorial 
ntoro, cocbined xoroieec, t rial trials, 

or in connoct1on with oth r op ro.tionnl 
toeks. Onlle and other for.c:ial.1t1 e ar 
restricted to tho e n oeoenry. 
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•• 37/3 
ou th African ba oy, 

llll//lll/11//l///l/I/ 
AI AIL 

12th J ua.ry, 1962. 

ma SECRETARY' FOR FOR IGN AFFAIRS. 

lloynl Society Rxpodition to !rriatan 
da Cunha 

itb fu.rth r reference to 7our fil 1/64/ l 
and your t l 8l"Wl no. 4 of 5th Janunry, I enclooc, for 
info tion, proso reporto :fro The !Pim s, the Daily 
S1 1 graph and the Guardian of 9th Jo.nuaey bout the 

xp dition, following on the Boya1 Soci ty preoo 
conference the preceding do.y. It ia reBJ"etted tb!lt 
only on copy of the Daily T legraph report 1o a ilable 
for tro.n !!li.eoion to you. 

The ~imee and 17 ~elegro.ph reports both 
contnin r ference to the provioion of th South African 
frignt Trsnovaal for the conv ynnce of the expedition; 
th Gu.a:r<Iian• report, however, k o no cntion of thie. 

c.o. 
1.1r. J. A. King, 
Scientific Attach~. 

AD/AG 

A. f . D~J.l\E 

Amb esador. 
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~~ rt nt f 'r n 

6
Jrt anxl t\) 

~o ibl ol e_u1 nt eteJr l glc L st ti~n 
had to be l f' n Tristan rJ Cunha t'J.urin 
to d thi eit~er \hen tiAo ~ransv l 

x eAition or el e in t~c ~ rur e of r 
rich re el { A iu 

e rly n • pril. PL lOC rtaln wh t r 

J l h ve any vbjec ion to ro1 

lV U"h fj 

tu v lue which 

t l Jn. 
l n"I to 

ttne v0 to 
ch ~u.leii t ,.e 

Unit t'I in !'lu1 

rral'l rit • 

\:Onlinlll r f rcn.c • --v-~c..vu. ""'.Pu~e oo'tll 
frigat Trnnsvaal fo!ot~:e provioion of the South African 
th Guard~an• report how conveyance of the expedition; 

, ever, k o no ntion of tb1e. 

c . c. 

AD/AG 

Mr. J. A. King, 
Scientific Attach~. 

A.mbaeoador. 

/le ••••• 
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P.S.,7/5 
( Vfl.1 OM I ~1 lo '>f) 

15th J u rr. 1962. 

,Druvd. f>~ 
o.y I rotor to our tolophono convoro tion toda.y 

on I c.dvi cd th t the South African Dopartoont of iranoport 
wa cnxioua to oo.lvage as much aa poooiblo of the mctcoro-
lo ,io l t t1on q~1 cnt , valued t £4,ooo, hich h d to be 
left b hind on !rioto.n dn Cunha t the ti ot tho vnouat1on. 
Ao I ntioned, th Uouth Afr1oon nuthor1ti plan to do thin 
eith r hen th ~ . A .S . nfran vaal" calla at th 1 land in tho 
n er tutur to 1 1 the oy l Society xpedition or, nltor
no.tivoly, in the ooura of a routin voyage to Go I land 

th South trioan reno4rch oa cl ~R3 " 1 choduled to 
ak early ~n April. 

I grntotul to you !or confi in that ther 111 
be no obj ction to the arrange ent proposed . I h~ve in.forced 
th South ~ricon nuthorities accordingly. 

n.G. Fottit(; sq., 
oo U.546, 
Ooloni l Office , 

iho Chur~~ tuec, 
Gr t ~ Otrcet, 

London, s •. 1 . 

A.F. Dr c. 

• •••• 
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't t'1 ·iti ~ v 

R. G. P ttit{,- sq., 
oo B. 5461 
Ooloni l. Of!icc . 

fh ChurcJi Uou o, 
Gr t ~ trcet, 

London, S . Y. l . 

1 

. . Dr c. 
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Conti e t 

Dear Jir Jli! ori, 

COPY -

~ ~) Jo-i f 
-) p; ;J//J 

/42/4/2/C/ l N 

12th Janu ry , l ~2 . 

I am to infor~ you that s . •. v . Tr n v~ l 
1. to c rry tmt 3. corbin •d traininJ cr•li o and 
routine voy1,c to Go~rh Isllnl w"th tore . 

Jhe w l also embark the Royal Society 
~xpedition to 2riot'lll da Cuna der,artin~ 
3imonsto m 22nd Jcnuury, 1962 . 

Yours sincerely , 

i.)gd • .tt . Jou en • 

R. G. P tt1t(.; ~., 
oo n . 546 , 

Ooloni.nl Office , 

1\BE , CB , 

!h Churc)j: llou c, 
Gre t ~ ~trcet, 

London, s .. 1 . 

I • ••••• 



South A!rican Embasoy. 

/l/////lll//l/////l/ll 
Airmail. 

17th January, 1962. 

THE SECR~TARY POR FOREIGN AFFAIRS . 

Salvagins o! Kctoorological Station Equipment 
from TriAtan da Cunha. 

Plenae rerer to your telegram Wo. 8 and my telegram 
no. 11 reporting that the British authorities would have no 
objection to the arraneements proposed !or tho oalvagi:ng o~ 
the meteorologicn.l station equip~ont left behind on ~riatc.n 
da Cunha. 

The Colonial Office ho.a, however, asked to be 
informed when the ao.lvace operation has been conpleted, and 
I should be grate!11l, therefore, 1! this information could 
be conveyed to me in due course . 

Minister . 

AD/MJE 
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!!!!GPOs -
REPU8tlfK VAi'< SU 0-AfK. KA 
REPUSllC Of SOUTH AFR CA 

'?. '$ "3 t / .J 
I A. 41 

131/2. 
102/2/6. 

DEPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE 
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

PRETORIA. 
'g, 1. \~61 

van die Republiek van Suid-Afrika, 
LONDEN. 

Gougheiland : Uitvoer van Robbevelle. 

Volgena •n diensbrief nr. A 11/47/1 van 2 
Pebruarie 1962, van die Sekretarie van Vervoer , het die 
Adminietrateur van Tristan da Cunha in die verlede 
namens die Britse regering die uitreiking van permitte 
aan lede van die Suid-Afrikaanae weerstasie op Gough
e1land om robbevelle vanaf Gough na die Republiek uit 
te voer, waargeneem. 

As gevolg van die onlangse ontruiming van 
Tristan da Cunha , het dit nou onmoontlik geword , en 
dit sal derhalwe waardeer word indien u by die Britse 
owerhede aansoek kan doen Vir die toestaan van permitte 
vir die uitvoer van 38 velle, op ondergenoemde basis 
bereken: 

~ Hoeveelheid 
w. Visagie 4 A. van Wyk 5 Mo Harper 4 B. Sciocatti 5 H. Base on 5 J . Labuecagne 2 P. Mostert 5 Honeyman 5 c. Pearson 

Totaa1 J8 

SEKRETARW 'ifr~ELANDSE SAKE, 



uid-Atrika.ono Ambasoad , 
c- __ , __ _ 

LUG OS 

V rw: .s.37/3 2 1962. 

Gougheiland : Radiolisensi en nobbev lle 

a aanloiding van u dionsbriew noo. ~S~g 
en ~6 van 14 an 19 Februarie 1962 onderskeidelik, 
wens ek Q mee te deel d&t c!1e l3r1tae owerhede vereoek is 
om die radiol1aens1e en die perm1t1te Tir die uinoer van 
robbevelle uit te reik. Die 11aena1e on permitte eal aan 
u beeorg word eodra hu.lle ontvang word. 

Di t is van die Br1 tee Kantoor vir Kol.oninle uake 

verneem dat noudat Tristan da Cunha nie meer bewooA word nie, 
cU t en Gougheiland ondar die beheer van dio Goewernaur van 
St. Helerui val en dat sake aooa die onderhawigea d1rek by 

die Britee Ambasoade in Suid-Afrika, aoos dio geval blykbnar 
waa toe Tr1etnn da Cunha nog bewoon wae, aangeroer behoort 
te ~ ord. Di t wil voorltom oof die Bri tea Ambaoeac!e direk 
oet die Goewerneu.r van St. Helena kan okakel on goedkeuring 
verkry om byvoorbeold permitte en liocnsiea uit te roik. 

A.. J. OXLEY 

BK/AG niet r. 

" SEKRETARW ~~ELANDSE SAXE, 
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/ P.S.37/3 

2nd 

--, ~·-I e,,tt..._l -
' 

A arr nged during the couroe of our 
t lephone conversation of a fe dnyo go, I am 
troubline you with two rr;nttere concerning South 
Africans ~ho are at present atationad on Gouah 
Ielancl. 

Ao you re aware, it has up till recently 
been the practice to arrange through the Adminietrctor 
on Trietan ea Cunha for the renewal of rn~io licenca 
for ~. W.J.C. Visagie on Gough Island and for perDits 
to oxport cal aldna fro tho l ttor iElland. Now tha.t 
Tristan dB Cunha. is no longer inhabited thin is, of 
coars~, no longer possible . 

In the circuneto.nces, I should be grateful 
for your ao ietance in obt ining a renewal of the 
licence for an teur radio receiving ond transmitting 
st tion operated b7 ~ • .J.C. Vio"gi , whose cal.l sign 
ie ZD9AM. • Visa.gie requires the licence for the 
porio~ let January to 30th April, 1962, and a pay ent 
voucher for 10/- is enclosed to cover the coot. In 
accordnnce with your suggestion, the voucher ie de 
payabl to the Tristan Ad.minietra.tion Fund. 

In regard to the seal. ek1na, I have b en 
informed that the following persona wish to export in 
all tbirty-•isht seal skins to So~th Africa fro Gough 
Island: 

'/'{"'· af 
~ S'--~• --

• V1eag1e 4 
}.. van yk 5 . H rper 4 
B. Scioc tt1 5 
H. Baa eon 5 
J. Labuech gne 2 
P. Mostert 5 
c. Pearson 3 
? Honeyman 5 

I regret that I do not know the initials of 
11r. Honeyman, but should be grst ful for your aasietance 
in obt ining th required percito for nll ot the persona 

entioned above. 

R. G. Pettit, sq., 
Room H.546, 

Colonial Office, 
Tho Church House, 

Great Smith Stre t, s. w. i. 

f'\ r V... ""' }-e/ C. 
A ,_o/':J 

• 



COLONIAL OFFICE 
GREAT SMITH SIRB81, LONPON S.V..I 

TtlqihOM: Aal!t'y 1266Rxt. 

r-rrftrmn: P.S. 37/3 
l'ltofW't: F 25h /01 19th :.arch, 1 62. 

Plen e r< fer to your letter to I 
cone r:Une out \fricn vi o are at j;"-re-
"r0ug Island. 

roh 
tt. •. udo 

I o:w ... o ~ o lie nee to n..'\bl~ Lr. . J . C. Visagie 
to opor t an run tour rodio receiving and tr • smi 1.ti '8 
station ( o 111 sign Z19 1.1:) on Gough Isla ii from 1st Jan ry 
to 30th April, 1962, tho fee of' ion shilli . .g: ot rlin~ having 
been paid, 

0 

of 

On th quo tion of tho fur s~al skins I ~ o closing 
permit... f-.>r oh .,)f th., .1ino perr:o .s M-1'.J: in your l t ter 
under refer~rnoo and I should be grateful if you oul arr 
for t r quire 1 fe of ton shi4in D sterlii.g in re poet 
~ach f r al kin to be p i~ to the ~rist n un Cunha 
AJministratlon Fund. 

B. l . KR"GER, 
SOT Al1 ::A 

d~~I 

¢!~ 
/ (G. I . hitefield) 

• Vie ie 
>.. van yk 

• H~per 
B. Sc1ooatt1 
H. Bao eon 
J. Labuechagne 
P. oetert 
c. Pearson 
? Hone)'Oall 

4 
5 
4 
5 
5 
2 
c::: 
~ 

3 
5 

962. 

tor 
nee 
lite 
that 
• 

ll 

:ting 
sign 
• mt 
I. 
le 

in 
)Ugh 

I re t that I do not know the initinle of 
~ ehou1d be crat fu.l for your aeeietance 

:·ob~n='the required permito for nll ot the persons 
entionea hove. 

B. G. Pettit , Esq., 
Room B.546, 

Colonial Office, 
The Church House, 

Great Smith Str 

• 



P.S.37/3 

20th 14arch, 1962. 

Thank you for your letter no. FST 25/7/0l 
of the 19th March, with which you forwarded the radio 
licence and seal akin permits required by the South 
Africans on Gough Island. 

As arranged, I have rcquected tho South 
Africo.n authorities to authorioe me to pay the a.mount 
of £19 to the Tristan da Cunha Administration Fund 
without delo.y. 

I greatly appreciate your co-operntion in 
this matter. 

(B. J. Kriiger) 

G. H. 1hitcfielc:i, Esq., 
Colonio.l Offioo, 

BK/AG 

Great Smith Street, 
London, S. W.l. 

1 regret that I do not know the initials of 
• noneJDla?l, but should be grat f'ul for your aeaietance 

in obt ining the required permits tor all of the persona 
entionea above. 1(. ~ /I bnve ••• 

R. G. Pettit , Eaq • , Af A/ d.df3 f,. '-M~J 
Room H. 546, ."'6'A 

Colonial Office, i\ , C', J 
Tho ChUl"Oh House, -i.. 3 

~ 
}3/uL-

Great Smith Str et, s.w.1. 

f1\r Krv--)~. C / 
ftA' 
t/3ft,)_ "LD ~ 



Suid-Af.rikaanee Ambaaoau~, 

-----------------e ee------

LUGPOS 

Vcrv1: P. S.37/3 20 t art 1962. 

DIE SEKllliTARIS VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE. 

Gougheiland : Rad1ol1aene1e en Robbevello 

Ter voorteetting van my d1enebr1of van 2 Maart 
1962 waarin daar na u dienebriewe nos 2/13/39 : 102/2/6 
en 131/2 : 102/2/6 van 14 en 19 Februarie 1962 onderekeidelik 
verwys word, heg ek hieraan die benodigde radioliaenaie en 
permitte vir die uitvoer van die 38 robbeve11e. 

Dit sal opgernerk word dat die pe:rmitte uitgereik 
is in 'n vorm wat veronderatel dat •n fooi van tien sjiolings 
per vol reeds botaal is. Indel"\lanrheid ia geen sulke 
betalings gemaak nie en is die pe:rmitte aan hierdie Missie 
goedgunstiglik ingevolge 'n informelc re~ling veretrok nadat 
onderneem is om sonder verSllim in London die bcdrag van 
R38 by die "Tristan da CUnha Administration Pund" in te 
bctaal. 

Onder die omsto.ndighede sal dit wao.rdeor word )./, 
indien die departement dringend die verlungde ma.gtiging I" 
eal verstrck. 

BK/AG 

1 ~ 

r~ 

A. J. OXLEY 

L!inieter. 

:mr b'j. ~ .c; f c .._f,, 3 

L ,... "-J fd< ~'4 /r, ,_ 
.... ..., .... J- -

I regret that I do not know the initials of 
Kr Honeyman but should be gratefUl for your aasietnnce 
in.obt ining'the required permits for o.ll of the persona 
mentioned above. 

/'~-~ /I bBve ••• 

B. a. Pettit, Esq.' Af "1 ;JAf~fu1,/~1~~ ~" 11..-
Room H. 546, t6'A ... (.), 

Colonial. Office, A . .:./3 l~~J 3 /'-1- · Tho Church House, ~ u 
Gre t Smith street, s.w.1. 

ft/( 
f1\r K <"'-} e.;. c / // 

"Le'.> ~ t /31 b°2. 



LUGPos 
A ~MAil 

4. 4. 1562 

r .A 1c.. 

;!, 

I regret that I do not know th initials of 
11r. Honeym!ln, bat ohould be grateful for your aeietance 
in obt 1ning the required :pe:rm1ta for all of the persona 

entioned e.bov • 

c. . 



P.S.37/3 

12th April, 1962. 

1th reference to the correoponaence on 
your file no. FST.25/7/0l, I have pleaoure in enclosing 
our Payment Voucher No. 16803 for nineteen pounds in 
reopect of the amount payable to the Tristan da Cunha 
Admin1otration Fund for permito to xport thirty-eight 
seal ekine. 

Once again, thank you very much for your co
operation in this tter. 

'I~ ~7 

{ sy") 
(B. J. Kl"Uger) 

G. H. .,riu_ t field, Esq., 
Colonial Office, 

Great Smith Street, 
London, S.rt.1. 

BK/AG 

r 11-a..-..-"-

I do not know the initial.a of 
I regret that t ful for your aeaietance 

Kr. Hone1Jll8.ll, but ehoulddbe ~t: for all of the persona in obtaining the require pe 
mentionea bove. () 

1~ '61- /I have • • • 

B. o. Pettit5, ,~e<t· • ~ft/ :>A!~ f,d'..u;! (k_~' ~ 
Room a. 't ' "'i ~. . J I~ ~:. ] 3 /r. ')_. . Colonial Of.a. ce, .... 3 / v 

~ho Church House, 
Gre t Smith str et, s.w.1. d'!I./ 

fl\ ¥..~,e/ rbt( 
r. ~ • ~i> /-:, 1. /3{ b?. 

... ~" -... 



-tr. 2 8 MAY1962 
LONDON 

B.A. )7, 

1/64/1. 

OEPARTEMENT VAN BUITELANDSE SAKE. 
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

PRETORIA. 

2 3. 5. l:J J 

Tbe Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
o! the Republic o! South Africa, 

LONDON. 

Salvaging o! Property and Equipment !rom 
Tristan da Cunba. 

With reference to your minute No. P.s.37/3 o! 
the 17th January, 1962, I quote !or your information and 
attention please, tbe contents of a •inute Ko. A.11/45/1 
o! tbe let •ay, from tbe Secretar.r !or Transport: 

"While on the 1ela11d, the repre1entat1Te 
o! tbie Department (Mr. Crawford) •anaged to aalvage 
certain articles but manr otber articles bad to be 
left on the island due to lack o! suitable transport. 
Tbe salvaged articles were retu..rned to South Africa 
on board the s.s. 'Protector' during tbe beginning 
ot April 1962. 

Tbe Department might at a later etace wish 
to make a further attempt to salvage tbe property 
remaining on tbe island and it would be appreciated 
i! the British autboritiea could be informed 
accordingly." 

I abould be grateful if this in!ormation could 
be passed on to the British autboritiea. 



P.S,,7/3 

4th June. 1962. 

37 I refer to our tolophone convoroation on * Priday .h n I advised you that when Trioto.n de. Cunha wao 
vi ited by South African officials early in April !t wne 
poo 1ble to oulvaec eoco arti~le , which w r returned to 
South Africa on bo rd the a.a . 11 Proi:ootor11 • 

Due to the lack 0£ nuitablo transport tho of
ficinl had no option but to leave e p cjally tho heavier 
article on the iel n , aml 1 t i bAl" ved thnt they 
1ght nt a lntcr stage wish to rue n rurth r ntteDpt to 

oalvage tho re aining equipment. 

I should be grateful tor your oon!irmntion that "*' 
there would be no objoction to such a furth r attempt at 
enl.vag1n~ ho property beinc cdc . 

~~vX:~~ * {~~ . 
~ - ,_) h r:J>lij,,\~\b'>' B. J. KROGER. 

16/~'L c- )~J #/1 61- 11' (,/ 'ff>:~ f.e 1 d/ r~ 1 
R. G. Pettitt; ~' k (•~/h ~;;:;:-
Room H546, () , _ _I UI K~ I'. ._ 
Colonial Office , '.'). K9.J.'iY""' ~ 
The Church Houoc, -y~ J ti \b"' . 
Gr 1.1t u 1th Stroot , f \ 6'\ "b /I~ f~o 
London, S . W.l. t' r:.cJ nA\ f-/ d ~ 1. ~ tc(r/ 
BK/ J P. Q ~1' \ r re{? \\\~ b'll 

cV'"f. ((}f v-· ~ • 

IV1 vJ. ~ et<r\(;J .. . p ,...,_ 
~I";/" .,: V v> _/ /~ 
:..,; ~ ?.A-r +-~t· ~ w.r, ~~ 

I~ ~vi/ 1,- ~ ~ · A_sJCDTARY 10R PORIIGlf ur¥-Rs. 

'J ~~~ y 

~ ~. IP>f 1vt 
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Aim 1. 

27th July, 1962. 

T , AC~l rG 

R er 
1rth bitante of ~rintan da Cunha. 

~he Depa.rt cnt end the ecr tary for fronaport 
m1lt1 poeaibl.y be jntcr tea in th followinn r<iply !'Urniohcd 
b7 tho eoret y of t to for thD Colonie (Mr. Sandye) in 
t Hou o~ Co ona on t e 24t July on ho wna nokod "it 
any f'Urthor otaps have been t pen to xp1ore tho oanibilities 
of th ialandcro ot frl tan de Cunha r tu.ming 'o their hoooo1 
and if he will ke o tn~e~ nt on th ir .tutur po itiorl'I-

" r. s mdy a ~o ielnnders or now hou od t 
Ca.l hot on South ~ton ater and ~..av founa omployf.!ont . 
Apart from th ri k ot another eruption end tho dift'ioulty 
of mllint 1.nin o. r aaonablc etondard ot U.to nnd ervicea 
on tho island, th l v !low hao wie it uoh more difficult 
to lBlla on it or l :ve it. Thar tore in tho opinion ot lier 
nj ty•e Gov mm nt the beat cou.r c ie tor them to r main 

in this country. '.rbe iolandor we informed nt the end ot 
ny th t Her Ma3 oty•s Gove:rnment could not t o the 

rcaponeibility of arr ing tor thom to r turn thi ocason. 
It ! hoped to nrr o ~or another in p ct1on ot the i"lc.nd 
in tho nutw::in. tt 

Aocordinc to preea r port any of the form r 
ioland ro are iok unhappy 1n th 11 pro ont quart ls 
in the Unit a (ingdo o.nd 12 volunteer a o • t them have 
3uet boon ohooen to roaood to th i&lWld tc dctermin 
whether it ie n.fo tor tho whol group to return th ro . Six 
of thin dvcnoo group \7111 t10rk tor tho South African canning 
cone rn fieh1J16 off !riotnn and the oth r eix will, 1t oond1-
t1ono ar found to bo .fo.vour blo, epnir an oth rwise prep ""e 
the abc.ndon d ho~ o of the iftlnn ere before their r turn. 
fh y hope to leavo tor ~riet within about tortni ht it 
is reported. 

WM/MJE 

-tul!!Jl/ll!!·.:Gt' ......... 

~I /. :.ft' -.,;o 

e ado r. 



PRESS CUTTING. 

Dated 

SIX RFTLR~Jl'iG TO 
TRISTA1' -

LEA \.J1'G NJ XT '\\I I k. 01\ 
l XPl OR \TOR\' \J\IJ 

Six rl"(pgee isl;m. · ~ . !1L.1 iu:t 
Hritain ne~t "eek for r ri-ian <la Cunha 
to nplore rnn.li1inns rbs:ri:-. fiiis\i"as 
<leciJ«J ~ e.'ter<la} in tall.:~ at the ( ulon .al 
Oflicc bcl\\een \f r. :-;1gel l ,,hl"r. 
!he Coloma! Undl"r,\ecretan. anJ four 
of the •~lander~ headed b} 1he r leader, 
.\Ir \\ 11l1c Reix-110. • 

The so~ "'II <;JJ! for CJi.."S: J mrn og 
Aui:mt 9 in the ~11r!mf, : <~el ;he loner 
that brought thi:mo_ r _c'.1_d ii\: 
:-;ohm\?rr "bc.-n rhe 1<land "a\ c\act:>'cd 
afo~r ll_!'Okapi. cmptJOn --

"11ic < clomal Ofli.:e SJ d rhat the p tr· 
~ or '~ oaplnra(\llT \1<11 "ould he lo 
ucert.irnnie <''lent ol r'iC &1ma11e camcif 
h\ Bf \ol.-anic ~ an~tllli"i: , 
"+.e er the 1<11*"1ie c ma~'Jliif.ib2 
a11•n 

-1 he ffiO'lt !'.?iportant Qll<"<l!On lo be 
ddcnnmed rn a diucn :o 11K- fe:i rb1l1t 

of 'f1~~1-'!'-f;:I!i;ft~' .l~J "" . mi 11. 
k'•c~ d.1nu~~il from I -i1k:1no. 
atc_siLD.ibl.:...aL.bc~iLb h<" i\T:1od 
lo!!,i_~~· ... iJbJC<:I (0 th1• bCin!l tll. CJSC, 
lh<' '" ,.1.111Jers in1enJ to r>llnl n <COi' 
or 1>0131<,e<. 1..-1131r th..- d3m~~c 10 !he 
hou..c\ and lool.. .if1cr the h\cSlocl.. and 
dra1111ht '"en·· 

l'hc) \•111 l>c n.x,•mpanicJ by u <'c>l(lnfal 
om.c: oll1c1al \\hv" 11 •end nn m.1cpcndcnl 
rt"r>orl bad to I ngland I he rt"<i.Jlt of lhc 
cir>!.!.'.ri1Ullll-'4l1Loi!Ll!r_ ___ J, ~~nhlju't 
be ~ -Chci.um:i< ~ • W-»'j!I 
return o i:alr.....Ll\\n 

l bc c..isi.,cr !hf 1 IJndcn· iourne "1!1 be 
me! frpm •he J.ti.=.un::.fclii.L li!!L~ 
C.ilon .. 1 Office said The 1slandii~ had 
asrccd that :a J«: .. 1on "hcthcr pcm 0t-nt 
rcK"Ulrmcnt on the 1\IJnd ":as fca hie 
.oukl not ~ talcn 1111111 the ~ret.ar o! 
State lor lhc ( olon'es had "ud cd the 
rcponi and d SC'\! ~ed them " lb his rc11rc-
11C~tat1\'e ond th!! 1s'3nden 

Thi! ,.f .. ndcn ha•c been I ' 01 nt !he 
f<•nncr R I\ I- slat:on at (.ii hot, H mp· 
'h re \n, lher \ o 1~..m "tio " II otl o 
tr.ncl lo ape To\\n nc"t "~~arc to "' rk 
un h h n1 bo<1h o"ned b• the 'io 11b 
\ll:anl! I land' DC\clop'.YKnl Corpornhon 
I be c~plorlll on PJn 1'111 tr:l\d ta I mtln 

da C\lnhl from Cai><: l'own m these bo.i1s. 

F 



• s.37/3 

.Al :AIL 

2nd Augu t, 1962. 

IGN APPAIRS. 

poeoiblo Return to their Ho oo ot th 
Former Inhabite.nto of ~rietan do Cunha 

In a:mplificntion of my previous evenly numbered 
minute of the 27th July, 1962, I would nti n that the 
Colonial Office baa juot announc a that the nave.nee group 
of oix 1 land ro ho will ourvey Trietnn da Cunha 1th a 
view to d t rmining Wh ther a return thero is ponoible 

111 leav for C ~e Town on the 9th Auguct en route to 
the ioland. ~hey will be coo~ aniod by a Colonial. Offioo 
otticinl ho will sond an independent report b ck to 

land. The p rty will r tum to o p !rown juet boforo 
ChrietI:>ae . 

The Colonial Of:tioo io further reported to hav 
onid tho.t tho pur,pooe of tho cxploro.toey vioit would be 
to neoort in th extent of the dru:ie.co ca.used by the volcanic 
eruption and to discuss whether the island could bo made 
habit bl B6Sin· The statement cddo that "tho ~oat 
important question to be dete:n::iined in addition to tho 
foneibil1~y of reeottlement ot families on th island is 
whether the beaches, which have been oevorely ~omagea by 
lnv fro the volcano, a.re c pable of being used by the 
island longbo ts. SUbjeot to thia be1J18 the c se, the 
six islanders intend to plant a crop of potatoes, repair 
the dacnge to th houses and look after the liveotock nna o ugbt oxen." 

(,Jct ) w. tM. ""(°-

l>assaaor. 

F 
WM/AG 



Our rtfttc-rtet: 

Your tr{trence: 

~ 

FST }70/?/0} 
PS 37/3 

COLONIAL OFFICE 
GREAT SMITH STREET. LONDON s.w.1 

T clephone: ABBey 1266, ext. 

tl 
13 August, 1962 

J>; ri K ~1 ~ 
I must apologise for not replying to your letter 

of 4th June before , about which you spoke to me this 
morning . 

There is no objection to a visit by South African 
officialo to salvage South African property on Tristan . 

Aa I said in June we should be interested to know 
in advance if o.ny South African vessel is to visit 
Tristan, though permission to land does not of course 
depend on prior notification, as we might wish to ask 
for n report on the state of the island. As I expect 
you know a party of islanders are going out in August 
to discover whether the beaches are such that a permanent 
return to thP island is practicable. A representative 
of Government (actually Mr. H.G. Stableford the Senior 
Agricultural Superintendent for St. Helena who was 
previously Agricultural Superintendent on Tristan) will 
accompany the islanders and will make an independent 
report on the atnte of the beaches. We hope to 
relieve Stableford (and the islanders if necessary) by 
one of our vessels in October . If it is proposed to 
visit the island after October and if the islnndera 
nre still alone we hould certainly be interested to 
have a report on how they are nrnPr~ ~ina. 'Y 

Pett~t·' 

.S.)7/J 

August, 1962. 

tho 
unha 

en1y nu.mborcd 
n tbnt the 
dvnnc group 

Cunha with a 
possible 

n route to 
olon1nl Offico 
b Ok to 
juet before 

ortod to have 
it woula b 
by tho volcanic 

ould b made 
hG oat 
ion to the 
h ielnnd is 

-~~~• ~·- ---- -·•-A-~y aamag d by 
lnv fro the olonno, aro capabl of bo1ns uo d by th 
icle.nd longbo t • Subj ct to thie beine the c oe, the 
six ielanaers intena to plant crop of pota.toea, repair 
the damage to the houaeo and look aftor the 11veatock 
and d ugbt ox n." 

(s)ct) W. ~ "'(~ 
Amba dor. 

F 
Wr&/AG 



P •• J7/' 

16th u t, 1962. 

Salvaging of Froporty and 'quipmcnt from 
Trietnn da Cunh • 

1th reference to your minute no . l/64/l of the 
23rd ay, 1962, I have to inform you that the United Kingdom 
authoritio wore ndvioed on the lnt June, of the Dopnrtmont •a 
\Yi.oh to oalva.go further ito~s of equipment l ft at Trietnn 
dn. Junha. 

I oubjoin for the Depart ent' information the 
offioiol reply uhich waa receivod from the Coloni l Offico 
on the 13th Auguot: 

'I muot polo 1 e for not re lying to your letter of 
4th Juno bo!ore, about which 7ou spoke to me this 
orning. 

hero i no objection to a visit by South African 
offici lo to salvage oouth Africnn property on Triotnn. 

Ao I caid in Juno we should be intereotod to lmow in 
advance if uny South ~!rioan vea el is to vieit Tristan , 
thour.h permission to land does not of courco depend on 
prior notification, as we mieht wieh to aak for a report 
on the state of tho island. Ae l expect you know a party 
of ielan ere are going out in ugu t to d1acovor whether 
tlo be choo uro uch that n poronnent return to tho island 
ie prncticablc . A repreoentative of Government (nctually 
r. H. G. -.tublo!'ord the ..,enior ricultural .,uperintendent 

for t . Holcna 17ho was previou ly Agricultural. superinten
dent on Trioto.n) will accompany tho iola.nder and 111 
no.ke an indop ndent report on the otate of the beaches . 
Wo ho to rcli ve otableford (and the ielnndere if 
nee oenry) by one of our voonole in Octob r. If it 1e 
propoucd to vioit the ielmd ni'tor October and if the 
1 lnndero arc still alone we ehould oorto.1.nly bo interested 
to have a report on how they arc rogrc sing. 

Chnrg6 d'Affniros, a .1. 

·1 ' 
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From 
W.4'S.L1<1. 6/62 

PRESS CUTIING. · 

·~l'l:IST \ ~l \ :'\S 

CLEAN l P 
D \~IAGE 

fRV\I Vl:R O\\N ( ORRLSPV'DF'J 
CA PE TO\\ N. \\ ednc dll). 

r('llE 1slJnders \\hO h:ne re· 
turned to Tristan da 

Cun ha to !it'C If II v. ill agil In be 
ha\1:11blc 1m: now bus) clean· 
int 4P S<j>1;pc of 11J..e damage 
\;JUSCd by volcanic eruption 
nearly a )car ago· 

\ br cf rpc~:1age g v ng th 5 
nform:at101 " s rccc \Cd 1n Cape 
I u\rn t1 i;i} b; the Ro\ al ,..,a,y 
hcJdquJrt~rs JI You(fg field II w.u 
~cn1 bv Mt. II G •• !)rableford. 1he 
Colona.ii Offioc .1gnculturJI e~pen 
who 1ecompan ed the recoa 
n.11ss.:incc p~rty. 

1 he me$."'1gc s.i.d all 12 members 
of the p.1r1v we c lit. 

The~ hue no" been 1n the 
tlllnd over 11 week and a prev101U 
mc~\age Irom them said the 
VO c:ari \US 51111 smoking. 
\k s.igei Crom the 1.2 men .ire 
re ns Cipc Town throu1:b rbe 
ob er 'c~ cl Tr •t.in a 628 tons 

II " ng n Tr :in \lolllrrs, 

• 



PRESS CUTTING. 

J~ .rf~,1.. .. -·-·...Dated ... ~&!(~ IY'cS:.e 

RETURN TO 
TRISTAN 

Britain willing 
to help 

By PATRICK KEATLl:Y, 
our Commonwealth Corre~pondf'nt 

The Government has decided to 
acct'pt in prmclplc the responsl· 
btlity of seeing that all the Islanders 
wishing to return to Tristan da 
Cunha -will be helped to do l!O. 

Mr Nigel Fisher. Parhnml'ntary 
Under-Secretary 11t the Colonial Office. 
announced this 10 London ycstcrllay In 
a wnlten reply He also Invited thll 
islanders· leaders to call on him later 
in the day to discuss dNalls of the 
repatriation plan. 

The Government is "'ell aware that 
the project is fraught Yi 1th possible 
frustrations. but Is actlng ln the con· 
vlctlon that the first principle to be 
observed is freedom of chotee. 

Rightly or wrongly (and perhaps pig· 
headedly} the exiles want to return 
home to their lonely island ln the 
South Atlantic. 

Written canvass 
There .ire about 250 Islanders In the 

care of the Government at hostels i;et 
up for them in the south or Jo:ngland. 
The leaders of the commumty llalm 
that at least 90 per cent want to 
return home. The Colonial Office hopes 
to carry out a written canvass. 
inrormally referred to us a secret 
ballot. to eneble eath one to declare 
privately his wishes. 

The older members undoubteclly 
want to return. but there ls some 
doubt whether the younger generation 
ore quite :oo unnnhnous. 

The dilemma, 1f that Is whllt It Is. 
will not present 11.!;l'lf acutely for about 
a year. At the moment, the plan Is 
thnl only an ad\•ance party should 
return, makmg u~e or what remains of 
the summer season to land supplies 
and bcgm rehabilitation ~·ork. 

The two best landing beaches are 
now unusable because of lu·a, ancl 
much wurk will have to be done to 
treate an alternative landing stage. 
Many stretches of road will have to be 
rebuilt. and most of the houses have 
suffered from volcano damage. 

The Royal Na'f)' ls providing ships 
for the advance party and their &UP· 
plies. and the Colonial Office ls pro
viding an admlnistntor and works 
foreman. 

No volcano danger 
The Colonial Otllre experts are satis· 

fled that there Is little danger or the 
volcano eruptmi: 10 U1c fort!Seeable 
future. On the other hand. the Govern· 
ment ha:; been confronted by a political 
dilemma ln whi<'h either course could 
be deemed to be wrong. 

To refuse to assist the tslnnders to 
l't'tum would seem to be <'hurlish. 
Equally, those who go may &oon find 
themselves thoroughly mlserable. For 
tho past 20 years most or the m"n 
have had a CMh incom1• from tlll! llsh 
factory that was put out of action by 
the eruption; but until this ls r~tiuilt, 
th!'re will he only a i;ubsaslcnce laving 
of foh and potatoes. 



- 2 -

(d) !hat no et te ahall, without prior 1nter
nat1onal agreacont use either air or outer 
apace tor any cause likely to odi:ty man
kind• a •iniroment. (!hi presumably refer 
to th detonation of nuclear bo ba t high 
altitude an s1:c.ilar experimonta). 

(e) ~hat radio transmioaione trom apace veh1clea 
•hoUld not interfere with other telecori-

uni.cations systems and that ouch tranamia ions 
•hould oeaae when the ilieoion of th epaoecr tt 
concern d h been oo pleted. 

In o ae the Depart ent ohould w1 h to acquire cop7 
ot the Draf't Cod I would ndd that copi th reot ma7 be 
purcha ed t o. r1ce o:t 4/-d. 

Aab • or. 

O/llJE 

- - r - /,- ,a ....., • 



P. S.17/197 

Airtmi l . 

3rd Dec mbor, 1962. 

OREIGlJ AP.F AIRu • 

Dr att Code of Rul on the xploration 
and Us c or Outer 3.p o • 

The Department may poe ibly b intcroeted to loam 
thnt the problem of extonding law into outer op ce o rccontl7 
tudied by n group set up by tho DaVid Davieo U morial Ine~itute 

of Intornnti~nsl Studios. !h1o at i r up und r t e chnirl:ltlllship 
of Prof. B.Y. Jo1U11n8a 1 Pro1:oeoor o~ Int rnntionul L at O 
brid e, h.n ju t published a "Draft Code of Ruloa on the .Ex
ploration o.nd Uses of Outer Space" setting forth tho fund ental 
principle a or the developing l / on outer opacc . 

Tho basic probl of d fining out r apace has boen 
donlt 1th by the atuay group ncgutivoly by dofining hat i D 
nir apace, doocrib d as the lWJe of pac botu on tho aurfaoe 
of earth at oea level and an altitude of 80 , 000 cctr o above it . 
All eloc ia Cioocribed outer opace e.n i recoenis cl, to8ct~!°t"" 
with tho c lesti l bodies , aa b in5 1n cor on ownerahip fr 
exploration ana use by all St~to9 . Out r ep~c mor over is eaid 
to be inc p ble of ppropriution or o~oluoivo uoc by any ota.te 
for 1 ndinrr. on or oottbliahlng apace ot tlono on celootial bodioa . 

~he Oodo aleo, inter ul1a, reoom ond th t s-

(a.) No epacecro.ft oa.rr1ing any type o! we:rllerui or 
otherwise dosicned ae a Treapon for u c 1nat 
tnreoto on the cnrth or in ir epace should b 
plac d 1n orbit round tho earth or be cnrricd 
in or 1 unohed fron any p co t tion. 

(b) Th t the ett ing up of militc.ry etationo on ~ 
coleetial body o.nd the u o of uch tations or 
of eel t1nl bodica for erliko purpos c chould 
be prohibited 

(c) That the te ti?l{t of nny nuclear device, or tho 
di poe 1 ot r d1o cti ve ·. to on ny celesti , 
body hould be forbidden . 

/2 ••••• 



P.8.28/f) 

Surtnce Jtcdl . 

3rd December, 1962. 

!hirt enth eating of the Sc1ontifio 
Council for Africa. 

I nclooc a copy of the report of tho above
aenti oned meeting which was held at MUBUGa earlier thia 
7ear, which was received from tho o.c.T.A. publ1oat1one 
office on a personal basis. 

!he Dep rt ent will observe fro JPSGe 153 ot 
the report that it 1o explicitly stated that me bere ot 
c . ~.A. neerve in a opirit of complete impartiality and 
objootivity. regardless of political con iderationc and 
without reterence to iho1r national govern.l!lonts9 • 

The Climatological Atlao 1 dealt 1th on page 
15e, and the Geological Bureau on page 159. In regard to 
the latter, el>(!oial attention ie invited to the D.anner in 
which the mentioning of South Africa by name was avoided, 
thus " •••• 1n spite of recent changes in membership ot 
the Commiosion, the authorit1co of the hoat oount17 con
tinue to extond their hospitality to the Geological Bureau 
for n further period of one yearn . 

BJK/MJE 

A: :J. F. VJ LJOEN . 
.Ambassador. 



-
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J,ugpo 

e ber 1962. 

!erugk er n Tr1etnn da Ounha van die 
Vorigo Inwon r v ai 11 d. 

U ie vcr ood lilt bcwu van di feit d t die Brit e 
o rh d eo p booluit het om di vor1g in onor TW1 r1 t 
da Cunha too t l t om na dio iland terug ta kaer. G riflik
heideb lwe, n 1nge l voiledi o b eondorhode ni in Pr toria 
be kikb g tel 1s ni , h l k hierond r di inhoud aan T > 
410 pt like verklaring in die verband w t op 27 o~ ober in 
di Parl z:ient hi r d ur di Stan.toe kr ta.ria vir di olon1 , 
mnr. •ish r, s 1 1n sntwoord op •n na.vra. van r::mr. 
n e 1-

offic r whom my r1sht hon. 
on condit1ona on friatwi da 

de 

y right hon. Priend's oth r in cone rn h 
b n nbout the ccono of liv lihood of th iolondore 
if they no b ck. Som ot thoti 111 be bl to ob
tnin plo7 nt 1n the fishing v aeele of tho Scuth 
Atlantic lolo.nd velop cnt Oorpor tion, but th 
fr zinf~ plant, which ployed a lc:rse mmbor, a 
be n oblit r tod by th volcano. Th comp~ hav , 
ho var, stated hnt h y int nd to t up the plan~ 

n1n, provid d tho nnturo.l f turc or euit bl • 
fh 1 nre ndine ex rt to the 1 lend nrly in th 

Yoar.. cmwhil , it 1e cl nr th t many of th 
1 land r d tercined to return n it 1t aoano 
going b o to the old eub i tenc conol'l,J ot 15 yen.rs 
o.go . 

rho wioh o 
for an 

e t cep... 
1 d b7 

/ 2 ••• • • 



PRESS CUTTING. 

'l'H l f-IT.\.:\ E''\TLES 
YOTE FOH lJ0:\1 E 

By Our Common .. ~hh \ff•lr' "•~ff 
The Trasuin da Cunha 1>lander~ 

at ea•shot Camp. near Southamp 
ton. decided at the week-end bv 
148 ,·ot~ 10 five 10 return to 1helr 
island All refugees over 21 voted 
ln a secret b.lllot c.Jmed ou1 by 
Go on1al Olhce officials. 

The asbnders were not surprised 
by the result. One be' eved thdl a 
complete famt'~. rather 1h.1.n five 
and1v duals h.ad voted •~ OSI 
re1urnmg 

"Climate " compla int-. 
Mr Al an Cra" ford. "elfare 

officer to the refu~ces. ~ d an Cape 
To" n )C.<te•da\ th 1• lie .. u ll a~I.: 
Br td n and S.luth ,\fr'ca to let 
I e'JI II) in CJ pe I 0" n "hi C 
"u uni: to return lo Tr st.rn da 
Cu h.i The\ "ere un!:iappv n 
Britain bc~uw of the chm.ate. 


