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This month, because we had so many super entries for photo of the month, we decided to award
multiple categories (see below). Many of the other
pictures (nearly as deserving) are included in the
gallery at the end of newsletter, so peak at them!
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wards First Red. Once at First Red we decided to

the interior. Stories which are spoken only

climb over the scoria cone and continue our

in whispers between the field workers, a

decent. If you are ever told that walking on

story of footsteps in the snow and move-

scoria with crampons is a good idea…well let us

ments in the mist, the only proof we have of

say the idea’s success will be determined by

something up there above the cloud line is a

numerous factors. Though we made it and the

photo Wiam took.

view from the top was a mixture of wind and
mist.
Our trip to Katedraal ended too quickly and I
can tell you that the interior still calls for us
when we walk alongside it, looking to its snow
-capped peaks. More than that our curiosity is
what draws us to the interior. Not only our
curiosity for the landscape and the exploration
for the unknown, but also our curiosity for the
strange things we have been hearing about

Ave. Max
Pressure
Ave. Min Pressure
Ave. Pressure

1012.6 hPa

Max Pressure

1035.2 hPa

Min Pressure

959.9 hPa

1000.2 hPa
1006.9 hPa

Ave. Max
Temp
Ave. Min
Temp
Ave. Temp

6.4 °C

Max Temp

10.9 °C

Min Temp

-3.1 °C

1.5 °C
4.0 °C

Ave Humidity

857%

Max Humidity

100 %

Min Humidity

59 %

Max Wind
Gust

168.8 km/
h

Total Precipitation
Highest in 24
Hours
Total days
with rain

157.8 mm

Total Sunshine

29.8 mm
26 days
67.6 hrs
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Base is perhaps not the wildest frontier here on Marion, but it’s home (especially for the base-paddies) for the year. The members
who are repeat overwinterers have many funny (sometimes peculiar) stories about their time in the old base and how things have
changed. Being a bit of a spoilt city girl I’m rather glad for many of the luxurious and spacious facilities we have. I read on-line that
the covered base area totals just under 4000 m 2. With that size, it’s no wonder we sometimes loose each other in base. Not so much
during take-over, but during the overwintering period it is possible to walk along the corridors and not encounter any of your team
mates. There are great socializing spots though—the kitchen is where we congregate (haphazardly) for breakfast and lunch and then
(in an organized fashion) for supper; the bar and braai room has seen many parties and good ―kuiering‖; the movie house is where
you’ll find us most nights. View the aerial photo below (taken by Clokes during a helicopter trip in take-over) to orientate yourself in
Christelle van Vuuren
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our world.
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WEIRD EVENTS

TEMPERATURE

Figure A: Segment of synoptic chart for 12.08.2012 18:00 GMT (21:00
Marion time), with the red marker Marion location.

Figure B: Segment of synoptic chart for 15.08.2012 18:00 GMT (21:00
Marion time), with the red marker Marion location.

PRECIPITATION
Figure 1: Monthly precipitation 2009—2012 (June—August)
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SUNSHINE

Figure 2: Windrose for June 2012

Figure 3: Daily maximum temperatures in July 2012, daily average maximum in July 2012 (6.4°C), July 2011 (7.5°C),
July 2010 (6.7°C) and July 2009 (6.0°C); average daily maximum in June 2012 (6.0°C) and August 2011 (8.1°C).

WIND
Figure 4: Daily minimum temperatures in July 2012, average daily minimum in July 2012 (1.5°C), July 2011 (2.3°C), July 2010 (2.5°C)
and July 2009 (0.9°C); average daily minimum in June 2012 (1.5°C) and August 2011 (3.4°C).

Figure 5: Daily sunshine hours in July 2012, average daily sunshine in July 2012 (2.2 hrs), July 2011 (3.1 hrs), July 2010 (1.8 hrs)
and July 2009 (2.7 hrs); average daily sunshine in June 2012 (1.9 hrs) and August 2011 (2.7 hrs).
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This month we have introductions made to Jason Nel (Junior Met Officer) and Zandile Simame (assistant ECO), as the next two birthday’s on the team.

ZANDILE SIMAME
Q: What is your name, age and do you have a nickname?
A: My name is Zandile Simama I’m 26 years old…I have a few nicknames that
I’ve been given, its Sara butt-butt, Winnie, Ntyilontyilo and Zar .
Q: What were your reasons for coming to Marion Island?
A: It’s a blessing I didn’t want to pass, an opportunity of a life time and knowledge that can never be taken away .
Q: What were you doing before coming to Marion?
A: I’m a Boilermaker Artisan. I passed my trade test July 2011, but I’m was
undergoing training to be a Fire Fighter and Rope Access Technician (cutting
alien trees).
Q: Where do you come from?
A: I’m from Port Elizabeth (Eastern Cape) but I stay in Cape Town
(Muizenburg).
Q: Tell us about your family.
A: I’m the eldest of 2 girls (myself and Lithemba) and 2 boys (Wandisile and
Thamsanqa) to my single Mom (Lungiswa Simama). I have a 5 year old and his
name is Dini.
Q: What type of movies do you enjoy?
A: I’m a chick-flick (especially if it’s about music or dance), suspense and comedy lady.
Q:

What music do you listen to?

A: Gospel, old school classics, soul, jazz and a bit of pop and hip- hop.
Q: What has been your greatest achievement in life so far?
A: I was in a jazz band back home in PE (from 2010 -2011, then I moved to
Cape Town); passing my Boilermaker trade test and coming here (Marion Island).
Q: What has been your biggest challenge coming to the Island?
A: I couldn’t go back home to see my family especially my son, I last saw them
November 2011, so I was like what if my boy forgets me?? But I talk to them
often enough. And my boyfriend… he’s my best friend (I LOVE HIM), but we
talk every day and that’s making things a little easier.
Q: What are your plans after Marion Island?
A: .Before I got a job on Working on Fire it was very hard for me to get a job as a Boilermaker, I couldn’t afford to do my licence, so I’m gonna pass my licence and do a rope access course level 2, I’m level 1 now, if I can’t do Conservation Engineering.

JASON NEL
Q: What is your name, age and do you have a nickname?
A: I’m Jason. I’ve recently turned 26 earth years old. People back call me Jay, Jas and Jason. The island has dubbed me Son of
Jay.
Q: What were your reasons for coming to Marion Island?
A: Adventure! I’ve always looked beyond South Africa’s borders imagining all the places and experiences to discover. Being
here has been an incredible blessing and saying that I’m grateful for the experience doesn’t quite express how I truly feel about
it.
Q: What were you doing before coming to Marion?
A: I was dabbling in various things. I was involved with a company facilitating team building and leadership camps. I was part
of my local church’s campus ministry doing a year of service. I sold hot chocolate from a canister on my back in Loftus.
Q: Where do you come from?
A: Pretoria has become my home but I grew up in Brits and Bloemfontein. You can see why there was a need for adventure!
Jokes aside, I’m very grateful to come from these places and I love living in Pretoria.
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Q: Tell us
your family.

about

I have two families.
The family I was born
to who I appreciate
with all my heart and
love
even
more.
They’ve always supported and encouraged me regardless
of my silly ideas. It is
said that we can’t
choose our family but
I’m glad I didn’t have
to (cheesy but sincere). Then there’s
my church family.
These
people
are
sincere in their actions
and
have
taught me so much
about life and what’s
really important to
me. I love them
equally.
Q: What type of movies do you enjoy?
A: Just about everything except horrors. I’m not a fan of gore. Otherwise I’ll watch just about everything.
I really appreciate the art and expression of filming. And there’s nothing like a blockbuster or ridiculous
comedy – Hot Rod!
Q:

What music do you listen to?

A: A terrible question! I listen mostly to folk but after that just about everything will suffice. I tend to have
a weak spot for 60’s and 70’s pop. I’ve never truly enjoyed heavy metal though but I can’t say I’ve listened to it all either.
Q: What has been your greatest achievement in life so far?
A: Completing an uninterrupted 360 on my freeboard. Learning how to bake Portuguese rolls. Receiving
the meal of the month nomination. Picking up 10kg in 3 months. And now honestly, befriending the people
I have befriended over the years. I’m incredibly blessed with great people in my life and especially those
who are close to me. They’re the type of people who inspire and encourage you to be the best version of
you possible.
Q: What has been your biggest challenge coming to the Island?
A: Being away from spiritual family. This small but ever growing community back home has fathered me
in my walk with God and the amount of support, encouragement and friendship I experienced in my short
time with them has changed my life and perspectives completely. I always had someone who I trusted to
bounce ideas off on and help guide me through various decisions and experiences. They became my family while I wasn’t with my real family.
Q: What are your plans after Marion Island?
A: I’ll probably complete my year of service with my local church and then be led into new things. I’ve
been thinking of continuing my studies and getting involved with community development programmes
but I trust the right thing will come to me when it’s time to decide. I’m quite relaxed about it.

I saw a star through my closed blind,
Twinkling about as if it wants me to see it.
Glowing so brightly, as if it’s waiting for me to smile for it.
Moving up and down, as if it’s waiting for me to touch it,
Clear blue sky at night is as clear as it is in the day light,
The difference is the star.
Zandile Simame
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