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Pirates hijack Gough base 

So far every month we have had some celebration with a theme, and April wasn’t any different.  

First it was Leon’s “Pirate-evening”. What fun we had to dress up with the nice clothes that 

PACT (Pretoria Art) sponsored us. When ever in need of something special/funny, we grab the 

boxes and look through it.  

 

We had a nice braai and cake and was left with just enough time to recover before the next 

party………………….. 

Sonja Lizemore 
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Tshepo’s cartoon party 
 

The man of the evening (Tshepo) was The Lion King! Casper the friendly 

ghost was flying around with Superman, and The Genie could luckily get 

out of the lamp for a while to join us, while Bugs Bunny and one of the 101 

Dalmatians also pop in to see what it was all about. Everybody got such a 

fright when The Mask appeared with a blood stained knife, but luckily he 

was in a good mood and enjoyed the party till the very last moment. The 

King was also around to see that everyone behave and go back safely. Birth-

days are such fun times for us on Gough Island, and we really make an ef-

fort to make it a special and remember able event for the person.  

 

Sonja Lizemore 
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                     WIND MEASUREMENT 
 
The “Roaring Forties” is a term used often applied to strong Westerly Winds 
which are experienced over the mid-latitudes of the Southern Hemisphere. 
Strong wind can also be referred to as gales, hurricanes or typhoons.  
 

On this Radar image the “Roaring Forties” is indicated by the red belt that stretch across the entire 
page. Notice the waveheights which is indicated by the different colors. 

 
The mid-latitudes refers to the 40 and 50 degree South latitude lines. But while this image of raging gales 
are accurate for much of the time, the strength of these winds varies from day to day, across the seasons 
and also from year to year. 

The latitude lines 40o and 60o South is highlighted. Between them is the yellow belt indicating the 
“Roaring Forties”. The position marked with an X is where Gough Island is. 
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Gough island is lying on the edge of the “Roaring Forties”. Given its position, which is 40 o 20`S, 09 o 

53`W, in the Southern Atlantic Ocean, the prevailing wind direction is generally Westerly. Gales blow 
on 5% of Summer days and 15% of Winter days.  
 
During our stay here on Gough thus far, we have experienced gale force winds that can easily cause a 
grown man to long for his mama. J The strongest wind speed that we have experienced here was way 
pass 200 km/h. The whole base was rocking on its iron pole construction foundation. One surely devel-
ops respect for the elements of nature which God has created. This Westerlies mostly occur during the 
early morning hours, between 1 am and 5 am. Obviously no one is able to sleep when this happens. One 
just lies there in bed, listening how the wind comes over the mountain, picking up speed with an aston-
ishing wailing sound, just to hit the base down below with an enormously huge impact, rocking it like 
crazy. Unconsciously one hold one’s breath and pray for it to pass quickly. This type of scenario just 
keeps on repeating itself until daytime. Amazingly when day breaks, it starts to calm down to a bearable 
speed. 
 
It is thus understandable that we would loose wind measuring sensors quite frequently, although it also 
happens when birds strike the sensor as well. 
 
In the South African Weather Service we are currently making use of the RM Young Wind Monitor. 
This wind sensor is a high performance corrosion-resistant instrument, mounted on top of a 10 meter 
mast pole. 
 
Wind observations are taken at a fixed location using two parameters: wind speed and wind direction.  
Wind Speed is a measurement of the speed of movement of the air. It can be reported in meters per sec-
ond (m/s), knots or kilometers per hour (km/h). 

Wind compass 
 
Referenced with respect to true North, the direction that the wind is flowing from is measured in de-
grees. It also described by the compass points it’s flowing from (North, North East, North North East, 
etc). 
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On the RM Young Wind Monitor, the wind speed sensor is a four blade helicoid propeller. Propeller rota-
tion, produces an AC sine wave voltage signal, with frequency directly proportional to wind speed. 

 
 
The wind direction sensor is a rugged, yet lightweight vane, with a sufficiently low aspect ratio, to assure 
good fidelity in fluctuating wind conditions. Vane angle is sensed by a precision potentiometer, housed in 
a sealed chamber. With a known excitation voltage applied to the potentiometer, the output voltage is di-
rectly proportional to vane angle. A mounting orientation ring, assures correct alignment of the wind di-

rection reference when the instrument is removed for maintenance. 
 
Wind speed and direction is of general interest to most of us, but for certain disciplines, including meteor-
ology, aircraft and maritime, construction, civil engineering, outdoor sports and recreation, wind informa-
tion is of critical importance. Of course the high winds associated with severe thunderstorms and hurri-
canes, are of critical importance to us as well, as they can cause tremendous damage and loss of life. 
 
Daphne Hollenbach 
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Nature notes 
 

A gaze out the lab window a few days ago gave us a rather unusual sight; a large white bird. But not the 
usual great white wandering albatross that soar past the coastal cliffs constantly. Instead this was a very 
out of place looking cattle egret Bulbucus ibis wandering past the diesel tanks.  Cattle egrets are a cos-
mopolitan species, found all over the world. However there are none permanently established on Gough, 
and given the closest continent to us is almost 3000km away, its’ arrival here was quite amazing. The 
little fellow had surely had quite the journey to get to this isolated island in the South Atlantic Ocean.  
Seemingly cattle egrets arrive on Gough in autumn quite frequently, with many past year teams re-
cording sightings. 
Given that the ship that dropped us here left eight months ago and we haven’t had any visitors since, we 
were delighted to see this overseas tourist. We quickly grabbed the telephoto lens and tried to get some 
photos, without getting too close and scaring the no doubt tired fellow. 

 
The local skua population saw the egret’s arrival as a somewhat different opportunity however. Every 
passing skua swooped on the little guy, but the egret managed to evade many attacks from skuas for the 
past five days. 
The eight human residence of this island delighted in seeing the egret foraging on the grassy areas 
around base. Seemingly the thick 1-1.5m tall fern-bush was too much for it, so it only fed in the areas 
the vegetation is shorter. We wondered if the egret could get enough food, and how long it could avoid 
the skuas. Then this morning we found it dead by the base. We couldn’t tell what had caused its death 
although it didn’t appear to have been attacked by skuas. As it appeared not long dead we weighed it and 
it was only 190 grams, where as cattle egrets are usually 300-400g. The little guy must have burned a lot 
of fuel getting here, burned a lot more evading skuas, and then likely couldn’t refill its tank on this fern-
bush covered island. 
A few days later another cattle egret was spotted, and was last seen this morning being chased my five 
skuas.... 
Another arrival has been the increasing numbers of Atlantic petrels. There are an estimated 1.8 million 
(!) on Gough, the island being their only nesting site, apart from less than 100 birds still on Tristan is-
land.  
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Atlantic petrels are finding mates and getting burrows ready, then they’ll leave until mid June, at which 
time they return and lay their eggs. Being a winter breeder, when other mouse foods are in low supply, 
Atlantic petrels are particularly hard hit by predation from introduced house mice. 
 
April has been a month of departures also.  
Juvenile Atlantic Yellownosed albatross, more commonly known as Mollys, have all left their nest 
mounds and headed out into the wide ocean. A few showed up in odd places before leaving the island; 
one molly was around the base a lot for two days. We thought perhaps it wanted to join Gough 55 and 
come into the cosy base and hide from the rain, but it seems to have taken flight and hasn’t been seen in a 
few days. 

Sooty albatross are about to leave their nest mounds also. They are looking pretty untidy as they lose their 
down feathers and establish flight feathers. 
Winter is starting to show itself around the island; the bracken is starting to brown off, the air is cooler 
and the rain falls more frequently. The daylight hours are decreasing fast, with mornings becoming darker 
and evening arriving far earlier. Somehow life on this already wonderfully slow-paced speck of rock in 
the South Atlantic Ocean is moving even slower, and that suits some of us perfectly. 

 
Graham Parker 
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Photo Synthesis 

 

 

 
 
Presented here is a selection of photos taken by the team during their time here on Gough island.  

Please vote for your favourite photo. 
 

 
    

Email: gough@sanap.ac.za 
Telephone: 021 405 9470 

Facebook group Gough 55 
 
 

Winning Photo for February 
 

Spiky Molly Chick by Kalinka Rexer-Huber 

mailto:gough@sanap.ac.za
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Pressure   
                  Ave Max Pressure 1014.0 hPa 

                  Ave Min Pressure  1006.0 hPa 

                  Ave Pressure  1009.8 hPa 

                  Max Pressure  1025.8 hPa 

                  Min Pressure  991.3 hPa 
    
Temperature   
                  Ave Max Temp  15.8 °C 

                  Ave Min Temp  11.2 °C 

                  Ave Temp 13.5 °C 

                  Max Temp  20.4 °C 

                  Min Temp  7.3 °C 
    
Humidity   
                  Max Humidity   81 % 

                  Min Humidity   98 % 

                  Ave Humidity   56 % 

    
Wind   
                  Max Wind Gust  30.7 m/s or 110.5 km/h 
    
Rainfall   
                  Total Rainfall        389.6mm 

                  Highest in 24 Hours  134.8 mm 
                  Total days with rain 25 days 
                  Total days > 1mm  17 days 
                  Total Sunshine  82.1 hours 
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Sponsors 
 

We would like to thank the following sponsors for making life on Gough island even more exciting. 
 
 
 
 
 


