M74 Wanderer: Final edition
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First day on our own… the SA Agulhas II
was just about to set sail
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Rowan Jordaan
Killer Whaler/Sealer
Favourite saying from the year:

Tickle a weaner, ignore a
penguin.
Favourite
hut

Favourite
animal

Least
favourite
animal

Watertunnel. In a beautiful
corner of the island with
thousands of gazellas and
frequent sightings of killer
whales playing in the swell.
Tough to beat!

Really tough to choose
between the highly
charismatic Antarctic fur
seals (aka. Gazellas) – the
bulls, females and pups
always made me smile and
the highly intelligent killer
whales.
King penguins. Don’t get
me started.

Typical day?
Basically seal and killer whale work. Seal work involved regular
beach censuses, tagging, photographing, counting, scat
collecting, pup scratching, penguin avoiding, beach master
dodging and more pup scratching. Killer whale work involved
sitting on a rock for hours on end waiting for killers to come
along. I photographed, tagged and biopsied them when they did
so. Photos were also taken when the killers were seen when we
were out and about doing seal work.
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What was your favourite day?
One of the days on south census
during the elephant seal breeding
season. We were busy working with
the ellie harem in Kildalkey Bay
and were distracted by killers
hunting penguins. After the ellie
work was complete we moved to
the cliffs where we watched 3
separate pods of killers (11 animals
in total) come together and set up
an ambush hunt targeting King
Penguins. It was magical watching
this all unfold from 20m above.

Where is your favourite place
on Marion?
Gazella plains. As mentioned
above, killers in the swell and
gazellas filling a lush, flat plain that
rises over an old lava flow to the
high volcanic peaks of the interior.
All of this with coastal views of
Crawford Bay. It’s also far away
from king penguins.

What was the hardest
challenge relating to work?
Working long hours in
unfavourable and harsh weather
conditions around dangerous
animals.

What advice would you give
a new islander?
The weather outside is never as bad
as what it sounds like from inside
base.

What did you do with your
spare time?
Baking and experimental cooking

What are you most looking
forward to doing when you
get home?
Fresh food and warm rain.

What did you learn about
yourself?
There is a lot left in the tank even
when you think you can push no
further.

Did you learn any new
hobbies or skills?
My baking abilty has improved.

What item would you bring if
you had an option to bring
something extra to the island?

What will you miss most
about Marion?

A non-stick frying pan.

The cold drinking water and lunchtime views from Blechnum slopes.

Where to next?
Still finalising the details but back
to SA and loved ones.

Did you achieve everything
you wanted to this year?
I know I will leave with no regrets.
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Kagiso “KG” Malepe
Space Weather Engineer
Favourite saying from the year:

“We were streaming!”
Favourite
hut

Cape Davis

Favourite
animal

Do not like animals

Favourite
day on
Marion

Christmas Eve

Favourite
place on the
island

Base

What will
you miss
most about
the island?

Black sandy beaches

Typical day: Maintaining and upgrading electronic instruments that
measure distinct characteristics of space activities. Building circuit boards for
troubleshooting

Hardest challenge relating to work: None whatsoever.
What did you learn about yourself? My Afrikaans is of a toddler's
dialect

What advice
would you
give a new
islander??

Have enough hobbies.

What did
you do with
your spare
time?

Paint, play guitar and read
books on SA history.

What are
you most
looking
forward to
doing when
you get
home?

Spending time with family.

Did you learn any new hobbies or skills? Learned a great deal in the
field of RF electronics

What item would you bring if you had an option to bring
something extra to the island? Doritos chips
Did you achieve everything you wanted to this year? Not even
close.

Where to next?
Burgersfort

Proin at tortor molestie urna
euismod condimentum. Cras
nec arcu sed nunc
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André “Undies” van Tonder.

(Don’t ask.)
Sealer and Bringer of Bad Jokes

Favourite saying from the year:

‘dis nog fokol.’ And
“Don’t be casual on the
edge of the harem.”
Favourite
place on the
island

Goodhope Bay and Gazella
Plains.

Favourite
animal

Elephant seal weaners.
They look freaking cute!
They call freaking cute!
Some are not afraid of you
and even show interest with
the whiskers and eye-lashes
jutting out to “see” you.
They are warm and huggy
(yes I cuddled them.) The
way they snort and sneeze
while sleeping. They don’t
bite, or if they do it doesn’t
hurt. Ja, the typical, saucereyed, podgy, cuddly
cuteness of a weaned
elephant seal. Winning.

Typical day?
The typical field-day involves psyching up in the morning, especially if the
weather is less than appreciable – coffeeee! Then powering through a series
of beaches, meeting our sealy friends (and the not-so-friendlies) along the
way, and winding down in the evenings (beersssss), which is amazing if
you’re in a field-hut. Upon return to base there is always something to do, be
it data, scat sorting, cleaning responsibilities, meetings, which also require
some coffee.
Our work revolves around the monitoring of elephant seals and fur seals,
with 10-daily censuses of beaches frequented by elephant seals (weekly cycle
during their breeding season), and for fur seals the majority of field-time is
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spent observing the attendance of
pups by their mothers, but also
collecting scats and weighing the
pups at specified intervals.

dry river bed. It was a profound
silence. Had one similar moment at
Tafelberg later on during the
expedition.

Work at base is mostly admin and
team responsibilities. Meh.

Soon after that (a) we checked the
southernmost part of the regular
census beaches, Goodhope Bay, the
first visit for us new sealers. Now,
this may just be the novelty, but
that place was overwhelming.
There are these rising sheer cliffs
with ocean-carved chambers near
the top (I imagine cats frequented
those high up shelters a few decades
ago.) Stop and stare. An
archaeological cave with old
sealers’ pots and fireplaces. Stop
and investigate. Then there were
the animals: I think all four penguin
species were there, albatrosses and
giant petrels soaring overhead, fur
seals chilling with a reserved gaze
at us as we passed, elephant seals
(which we came for), and a group
of killer whales inspecting the
beach. Just there, 15m away,
seeming motionless. Many more
stops and stares. (Fifteen meters has
become distant relative to sightings
later throughout the year.) I think
picturesque (in some intensive
form) is an appropriate adjective for
that day.

The elephant seal breeding season
was exciting (but quite strenuous),
and the hormone-ridden breeders
often made for a helluva rush
while working. Took some
vigilance to stay safe. New tasks
included identifying mother-pup
pairs, tracking the adults’ weightloss as they invest in breeding, and
of course tagging of the new
cohort of seals – they were
absolutely adorable!
Fur seal breeding season was also
a novel challenge. Those bulls are
less sluggish than three-ton ellies,
and navigating a slippery beach
full of dense little harems had my
heart racing a few times. But
cooing over a teeny fluff ball is the
best respite from cursing at aggro
bulls.
For bad jokes I just strip down a
few social filters and play with
words.

What was your favourite
day?
Difficult one, so I’ll give some
favourite moments:
I recall a day during take-over
when it was one of those rare
windless and sunny days. It was
so quiet I could hear the coursing
in my ears and there was nothing
else, not an insect, not a
conversation, not even the distant
sea. Just the far off (and easy to
exclude) trickling of a mountain
stream and the occasional scuffle
of a fellow sealer on the pebbly,

Mid-August we sealers went to
check for seals up the interior (you
know, just in case) and spent a
night at Katedraal hut, doing the
interior census the next day. It was
a frosty day and we were immersed
in a white world where at times you
couldn’t make out the surface
you’re walking on from the cloud
and snow-dust you’re walking in.
We grew very respectable icebeards (and frosted eye-lashes in
Yinhla’s case) and two of us even
had some frost-burn on the exposed
cheek (the rest of our bodies we
covered up very well.) The whole

experience was something I
probably won’t have again for some
time, so I regard it highly. Upon
return to base, some personnel
bragged to relatives with pictures of
the snow taken through the base’s
windows. I, perhaps pettily, cherish
the thought that by the time those
pictures were taken, we were
heaving through snow and
screening against a frosty breeze,
sliding down ice-slopes, and
powering up the next slope,
identifying landmarks and walking
our own way to the summit of
Marion, and all this with a frequent
winded, but very happy, smile.
Truly exceptional.
During elephant seal breeding
season, and after that, I noticed the
fitness pay-off of hard walking in
challenging weather. It is very
gratifying to feel how, after
climbing up a thickly vegetated
slope, you’re capable of quickly
catching your breath, even while
still in stride, and how you can feel
your body cool down from the
inside with the crisp air in your
lungs.
Taking a leak on field-nights (after
winding down with beer) on a clear
evening is most certainly
underrated. It is not a cliché to
comment on the vastness and
sharpness of the stars outside of city
settings. Or, at least, it is a cliché
for damn good reason.
Need to pick up the pace here;
There was a beautiful, slight-breezeand-clear-skies walk across Santa
Rosa Valley with the rugged
interior chipping at the backdrop of
pale blue, and the Grey-headed
Ridge had filled up with its
residents, heralding the new greyheaded albatross breeding season.
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Ran late once (that same
Goodhope day a-b) and walked
back to Watertunnel at dusk. With
the light inland breeze feeling
slightly warm, but distinctly cooler
when it turns and blows off the
sea, the bulk of the Sphinx shaded
by a moving mist and silhouetted
against bright moonlight, and the
always welcome firm footing of
the Gazella Plains, it made for a
remarkable memory that I can
only try to reproduce with words.

just don’t want you to read their
tags, struggling to write with numb
hands, the wind blowing pages
around, a sheathbill moving your
calibrated stick after trying for the
fifth time to take photogrammetric
pictures of an ellie, getting water in
your boots, and/or continuously
losing your footing and stumbling.
Broke me a few times, but what
doesn’t kill y… haha forget it, no
more clichés.

Took a “small detour” across to
Mixed Pickle at some point
(thought Spitskop was
Azorellakop) and ended up in this
basin with cliffs rising all around,
flat and fine scoria where I was
walking, waterfalls going various
directions, and some ice which
made for a salt-and-pepper effect
with its sprinkling of fine black
scoria. Together with the mist it
was quite eerie and I imagined a
Skyrim boss-fight, or some Lord
of the Rings type Orc ambush.
That day also had some wind still
moments and at times I could
actually hear (for the first time –
this was January 2018) the
raindrops falling fatly on the
surface, as opposed to being
battered against the lava rocks in a
fine, pelting spray.

Least favourite animal?

What was the hardest
challenge relating to work?
The workload, there is always (not
joking) something that could be
done, so I sometimes felt guilty for
chilling, which is further
demotivating. (Admittedly I’ll
have to work on timemanagement, though.) And it did
become monotonous at times.
And small things on exceptionally
challenging days, like animals that

King penguins. I once smelt a
colony from kilometres away while
looking over a part of the island,
and it still had shocking pungency.
We census seals right inside those
colonies, so it really gets smelly
then. Imagine for a moment: they
stay in dense colonies that aren’t
relocated. They waddle in mudheaps full of their own waste,
dating back however long ago, for
extended times, and even if they do
go preen in the sea they return to
their filthy shmud (waste and mud),
and the shmud is really deep at
places. Pools turn a green-yellow or
black. There are old moulted
feathers and carcasses everywhere.
On dry days the shmud and
feathers form a nice dusty crust and
gives you a persistent scowl as you
work your way to seals, trying to
cover your airways with a buff,
often failing. On wet days it makes
for a clinging mess, that elephant
seals happen to love, and you have
to work with those filthy seals. The
penguins are also fond of trying to
swim away from you while on land
(they’re pretty dumb too), a
flippering motion that leads to the
shmud being flung into your eyes,
mouth, booklet, beard. Base
personnel frequently complained

about our smell. Yup, king
penguins were the worst. And even
their chicks are ugly.

What will you miss most
about Marion?
The scenery, the freshness, the taste
of the water (snow water tastes
different than rain water, and
earthy streams taste different than
rocky streams, or perhaps it’s just
me), the hut-nights, cooking with
the friends here, grabbing and
eating a handful of snow while
walking, obviously the animals, and
the fantasies of sharing these
experiences with certain people that
aren’t here.

What is your favourite hut?
Also difficult, but I’d say Kildalkey.
(Can you hear the birders
cheering?) Excluding transient
factors, like stock in the pantry, I
like Hotel California more, by a
fine margin, than most other huts
(besides Rook’s, Repetto’s and
Katedraal.) It’s close to a reliable
stream, and more sheltered than
Watertunnel. It would be a true
hotel if there were shelves (like at
Cape Davis) for books and
toothpaste and what not, a loo as
comfy as Grey-headed’s, and was
as close to the beach as Mixed
Pickle. Grey-headed mostly has
reliable water and is close to
Goodhope, but it is just a bit less
cosy, call me a sucker for candles
and swing-doors. Rook’s needs a
dry-area, Repetto’s needs a window
that can open, and Katedraal
freezes the loo and water. I haven’t
seen enough of Swartkops, but
water is also a tad challenging
there.
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What advice would you give
a new islander?

What did you learn about
yourself?

Bring booze, and a multi-plug with
extension cable. Booze, besides for
your own consumption, is a good
bargaining tool and a well
appreciated gift. And electronic
versatility goes a long way in base.
And also to make an effort to do
things that will make for a good
story. Don’t walk too fast in a king
penguin colony. Dig your heels in
when walking down a Cotula-slope.
Take photos.

I’m impatient and annoyed when
there are hiccups or unfairness, tend
to focus more on the frustration
than finding clear solutions or
actually just dumping the
frustration, and make errors
because of it. I also need to learn to
criticise, challenge and question
norms and opinions more politely
(appreciating the paradox of
challenging the politeness norm
politely.) Working on those.

What did you do with your
spare time?

Did you learn any new
hobbies or skills?

Reading, guitar (pfft, not a lot of it,
though), listening to music,
thinking, movies. The usual.

Washing dishes right after use,
retaining that one. Picked up a few
recipes and cooking skills, hope to
retain those. And I will certainly
rehash rope work, which was epic.

Did you achieve everything
you wanted to this year?
I didn’t have a goal list, so I can’t
say I’ve achieved any specifics, but
I definitely learnt a lot in terms of
communal living and interpersonal
issues, picked up some general
knowledge, filled up the (figurative)
memory box a bit, set some new
goals (see 19), got some muscle
definition in my calves and upper
legs and a few cool scars. Don’t
have those washboard abs, though,
I’ll start planking soon.

What are you most looking
forward to doing when you
get home?
Being back with old friends, trees,
strangers (potential acquaintances),
bandwidth, and also the obvious
would-be-censored things.

What extra item would you
bring?
A multi-plug.

Where to next?
Masters in Zoology – relating to the
isotopic description of the mid-level
prey base (fish, squid) for the Prince
Edward Islands, investing wisely,
and hopefully some work-related
travel. I’m also considering a part
time job in a non-academic field,
say mechanic or building, for those
practical skills and a few bucks, but
that will take a lot of prioritisation
and time management. And
swimming, I can’t float like a
butterfly even if I had a stroke.
(Told you the jokes were bad.)
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Sherwin “Shweezy” Hiralall
Medical Orderly
Favourite saying from the year:

“Marion Daily News”
Favourite
hut

Kildalky

Favourite
animal

Killer Whales. There’s a
certain calmness that
overwhelms you as you see
one up close.

Least
favourite
animal
Favourite
day on
Marion

The mouse. It has blue
prints to the food store.

Typical day: Pre-Hospital Start-up and maintenance of medical and food
supplies. Attended to all medical complaints and conducted medical and
food counts for yearly orders.

Hardest challenge relating to work: To carry a big person over
Azorella Kop!

The Winter Solstice
Celebration

What did you learn about yourself? If given patience to something
the outcome can be different.

Favourite
place on the
island

On the rock in front of the
lower heli-hanger

What will
you miss
most?
What advice
would you
give a new
islander?

The 180° view of the braai
room

What item would you bring if you had an option to bring
something extra to the island? Wii Sports edition

Take it easy.

Did you achieve everything you wanted to this year? Yes.

What did
you do with
your spare
time?

Caught up on my medical
work and read.

Did you learn any new hobbies or skills? A spinning back kick

Where to next? Back to work
What are you most looking forward to doing when you get
home? Go for a swim and spear a fish.

Maecenus quis lacus?
Proin at tortor molestie urna euismod condimentum. Cras nec arcu sed
nunc pellentesque pellentesque. Nunc ornare urna vitae nisi aliquet
varius. Fusce vitae purus. Mauris sed urna eget pede posuere feugiat.
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Thando PJ Cebekhulu
Oceans and coasts seabird field assistant
Favourite saying from the year:

“She said I said you said”
by team leader Lucas
Mabule.
Favourite
hut

Swartkop especially during
the summer when there is a
lot of Macaroni penguins
and breeding Sub-Antarctic
fur seals the tropicalis.

Favourite
animal

I’m caught between an
Elephant seal and the
Brown Skua but because
I’m a birder a skua will do,
still have lots of love for the
elephant seal though. Why?
The skua has got charisma,
very protective over their
young ones, it’s fearless.

Least
favourite
animal

It’s a no brainer of course
the Antarctic fur seal the
gazella.

Typical day?
Breakdown: long-term monitoring of several seabird
demographic parameters, e.g. diet, population status,
reproductive success, foraging effort, distribution and round the
island census of different bird species.
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What was your favourite day?
21 June 2017 MID-WINTER
PARTY

looking forward to doing
when you get home?
KFC streetwise 5 and cream soda.

Where is your favourite place
on Marion?

What did you learn about
yourself?

Toffee lava and I can’t explain why
I just love place.

I don’t know maybe I will find out
when I’m in South Africa when I
look back at my time here that’s
when I can make a judgment and
see my improvements as a person.

What was the hardest
challenge relating to work?
Going on a round island for the
whole week with no bathing and
extreme weather conditions.

Did you learn any new
hobbies or skills?

What will you miss most
about Marion?

I have a learned a few skills and
mastered some of the skills in my
field thanks to Paige and David I
have learned so much.

The animals

Did you achieve everything
you wanted to this year?

What item would you bring if
you had an option to bring
something extra to the island?

I think I did achieve everything I
wanted to personally and field wise.

Homebrew kit to make
Umqombothi I miss that thing!

What advice would you give
a new islander?

Where to next?

Buckle up it’s going
to be a bumpy ride.

What did you do
with your spare
time?
Watched movies and
reading scientific
publications

What are you most

Job hunting!!

David “Garlicos” Hartzenberg
Communications engineer
Favourite saying from the year:

“It’s a trap”
Favourite
hut

I stayed in base, but if I had
to choose it would be
Katedraal.

Favourite
animal

Skuas. They just are the
best, period

systems on the island.

Least
favourite
animal

Mice, they eat my cables

it fare to all.

Typical day: I was responsible for the communication end electronic
Hardest challenge relating to work: Managing internet usage so that
What did you learn about yourself? That is sometimes better to walk
away and say nothing at all

Favourite
day on
Marion

Any day we could do a
braai.

Did you learn any new hobbies or skills? I my line of work you learn

Favourite
place on the
island

In the braai room

What item would you bring if you had an option to bring
something extra to the island? my own 6m container filled with all

What will
you miss
most about
the island?

The cold, I love the cold

something new almost daily.

kind of stuff

Did you achieve everything you wanted to this year? I wanted to
save more

What advice
would you
give a new
islander?

If you think you have
packed enough of
something, pack four times
more of it.

What did
you do with
your spare
time?

I read up on many different
topics

Where to next? Stay at home. In the last 5 years I have been out of the
country far more time than in the country. It’s time to start a normal life
again.

What are you most looking forward to doing when you get
home? Spend time in my kitchen and driving around just for fun.

Odwa Obose
Field Assistant: Botanist
Favourite saying from the year:

None (sayings were pretty lame)

Favourite
hut

I like all huts.

Favourite
animal

Seal because my favorite
musician is Seal.

Least
favourite
animal

Skua, it looks like a bird
used for witchcraft.

Favourite
day on
Marion

Everyday.

Typical day: Data collection according monthly schedule
Hardest challenge relating to work: Bad weather
What did you learn about yourself? That I am absolutely amazing,
I’m simply the best.

Did you learn any new hobbies or skills? Yes.

Favourite
place on the
island

Base.

What will
you miss
most about
the island?

Gumboots.

What item would you bring if you had an option to bring
something extra to the island? A car, definitely a car.
Did you achieve everything you wanted to this year? Absolutely,
yes.

Where to next? The sky is the limit.
What are you most looking forward to doing when you get
home? Friends and family.

What advice
would you
give a new
islander?

They must have balls of
steel

What did
you do with
your spare
time?

Watched movies
(Looooooots of movies)

Proin at tortor
molestie urna

Tuna “Jabu” T. Shabangu
Diesel Mech
Favourite saying from the year:

“Ukwateleni TERRENCE” said by Odwa.

Favourite
hut

None.

Favourite
animal

None.

Least
favourite
animal

None.

Favourite
day on
Marion

31st December.

Typical day: To make sure that our generators are running.
Hardest challenge relating to work: Faulty generators.
What did you learn about yourself? Nothing new.

Favourite
place on the
island

None.

What will
you miss
most about
the island?

The cold, I love the cold

Did you learn any new hobbies or skills? No.
What item would you bring if you had an option to bring
something extra to the island? Dstv
Did you achieve everything you wanted to this year? No.
Where to next? Only God knows
What are you most looking forward to doing when you get
home? Playing games with my son.

What advice
would you
give a new
islander?

To be an islander you need
balls of steel.

What did
you do with
your spare
time?

I never had a spare time. I
wish I had one.

Proin at tortor
molestie urna

Cara-Paige Potter
(Paige by choice, Daige by association with my better half)
Seabird Field Assistant for the Oceans
and Coasts branch of the DEA
Favourite saying from the year:
“Chris’s gang”, “Don’t be casual on the edge” and
“Mengay”. It’s not strictly a saying but a tune that
always makes me laugh is Andre’s version of
Postman Pat: “Pumpkin patch, Pumpkin patch,
Pumpkin patch and his black and white cat.”
Favourite
hut

Favourite
animal

Hmmm... I love Kildalkey,
Swartkop and Mixed
Pickle. Not sure which one
is my favourite.
That’s super easy: KING
PENGUINS. Hands down.
They’re the best. By far.
Second: The Wandering
albatross. That bird is the
most majestic animal on
the planet... after the King
penguin of course.

Least
favourite
animal

I’d have to go with the
mice- I’m not in the job of
disliking any animals, but
mice are not native to
Marion and have had
devastating effects on the
animals that do belong

Typical day?
To sum O&C birder work up: lots and lots and LOTS of counting (our
maths teachers would be so proud), penguin diet sampling and weighing,
and long term monitoring. If you like penguins, then this is definitely a
dream job!

What was the hardest challenge relating to work?
Counting all the incubating Macaroni, Rockhopper and King penguins
around the island in 6 days with my O&C partner in crime, Thando. It was a
monumentous task. We counted around 600 000 Maccis, 65 000 Rockies
and 55 000 Kings that were incubating eggs at the time (not including the
two enormous Macci colonies at Bullard and Kildalkey which have around
350 to 400 000 pairs of birds each).
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Kildalkey Bay: This beach is so
alive! During the peak breeding
season, there are around 40 000
King penguins, 400 000 Macaroni
penguins, a huge harem of Elephant
seals with a Beach master, mothers
and pups, massive bachelor male
Elephant seals lying on the beach,
Brown skuas, Giant petrels and
Sheathbills in the mix looking for
their next meal, Antarctic Fur seals
resting on the rocks, Killerwhales
hunting offshore for the thousands
of penguins that are porpossing
back to the land after a foraging
trip. The calls and the sights are like
a sensory overload. The biomass
and abundance of life in that one
bay is breathtaking.

What will you miss most
about Marion?
The animals. I can sit and watch
them for hours. They are beautiful
and amusing and fascinating and
spectacular.

Did you achieve everything
you wanted to this year?

What was your favourite day?
Don’t think I have a favourite day but
here are a few of favourite memories
are: banding Walbie chicks with
Dave, Michelle and Chris, an adult
female Walbie came up to me and
nibbled my hand, I helped Dave with
retrieving devices from King penguins
and the King I was holding still
climbed onto my lap and rested its
head on my shoulder. I think that’s
one of my best memories ever. J J
AND Dave proposed to me at Cape
Davis ;)

Where is your favourite place
on Marion?

I think I planned to do a lot more
self studying and writing than I
ended up doing, but I did achieve a
lot mentally and physically and
know that I am much stronger in
my mind and my body than when I
arrived.

What advice would you give
a new islander?
Don’t get caught up in the politics
of Base and go out and explore the
island. That is why you’re here.
Also, get yourself a pair of Crocs.

What did you do with your
spare time?
Read (the library has some cool
books!). Drinks in the VIP lounge.
Phone home. Chat to my friends on
Whatsapp. Write. Take photos.

What are you most looking

forward to doing when you
get home?
All you can eat sushi. GnT’s with
my folks and Davo’s folks. A fresh
draught of craft beer with my best
mates. Seeing my dogs and cats.
Omg I am getting excited now
thinking about this!

What did you learn about
yourself?
There is no one to pick you up
when you feel like you can’t go on,
you have to keep walking and
working and reach your destination
by yourself so I have learnt that I
have immense strength. When the
wind is howling and sleet is stinging
your face and you have to continue
working until the next hut, no one
is going to do it for you, so you
learn to push your negativity far
away, not be overwhelmed by the
task, and get the job done. It is an
incredible lesson for life and one
that I am really grateful to have
learnt.

What item would you bring if
you had an option to bring
something extra to the island?
More books.

Did you learn any new
hobbies or skills?
Yip! Lots of experience handling
birds- deploying gps devices,
banding birds, correctly catching
and holding them. Project and time
management, and organisation of
equipment and the data is also very
valuable work experience. I came
with the intention of learning guitar
but that never happened!

Where to next?
Dave, my fiancé, is going to start
his PhD at the University of
Tasmania in July so we’re moving
to Ozzie!

Lucas “Lucaround” Mabule
Base Engineer/Team leader

Favourite
day on
Marion

Mid winter

Typical day: Ensure that the electrical power

Favourite
place on the
island

Base.

What will
you miss
most about
the island?

The snow.

Hardest challenge relating to work: Removal and replacement of
generators.

What did you learn about yourself? I’m emotionally stronger than I
thought.

Did you learn any new hobbies or skills? Learnt a lot about

What advice
would you
give a new
islander?

Always respect your fellow
team members.

What did
you do with
your spare
time?

Watch movies.

Proin
at
tortor

reticulation and back-up systems function optimally and the associated
maintenance and base checks are done regularly.

leadership.

Did you achieve everything you wanted to this year? Absolutely.
Where to next? Going back to my old job.
What are you most looking forward to doing when you get
home? Spend quality time with my family.

Sinazo ‘Sina’ Maneli
Assistant Meteorological Technician
Favourite saying from the year:

“It’s a trap!”

Favourite
hut

Kildalkey

Favourite
animal

Killer Whale – I just love it.

Least
favourite
animal

Seals, they are smelly.

Favourite
day on
Marion

My Birthday Party 27 June
2017.

Typical day: Weather Observation.
Hardest challenge relating to work: None.
What did you learn about yourself? Patience
Did you learn any new hobbies or skills? No.

Favourite
place on the
island

Ship’s Cove.

What will
you miss
most about
the island?

Waking up to a beautiful
seaview.

What item would you bring if you had an option to bring
something extra to the island? Nothing.
Did you achieve everything you wanted to this year? Yes.
Where to next? Study and look for a job.

What advice
would you
give a new
islander?

This place is cold!

What did
you do with
your spare
time?

Play snooker, read and
watch movies.

What are you most looking forward to doing when you get
home? Spending time with my family.

Christopher “Cristos/Crystal Chris” Jones
FIAO Birder
Favourite saying from the year:

“Don’t be casual on the edge”

Favourite
hut

Favourite
animal

Least
favourite
animal

Grey-headed, seeing
thousands of Grey-headed
albatrosses soaring up and
down the ridge was
something unforgettable.
This hut also has the best
toilet J
Northern Giant Petrel. For
such aggressive predators
they are often very placid
and gentle when interacting
with them at their nest.
House mice, they eat
seabirds!

Typical day?
The bulk of my work consisted of monitoring the performance
of study colonies as well as conducting island-wide population
counts of several seabird species (mainly Wandering, Greyheaded, Sooty and Light-mantled Albatross, Northern Giant,
Grey and Great-winged Petrels). I also deployed a range of
tracking devices (GPS, GLS, daily diaries, animal-borne
cameras) in order to see where the seabirdies go and what they
do at sea. In the winter months the FIAO team did work in
preparation for the eradication of house mice, such as bait
toxicity trials and density trapping along an elevation gradient.
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What was your favourite day?
Celebrating our first wedding
anniversary with Michelle. We
hiked up to Pyroxene kop and then
had a picnic at Grey-headed ridge

Where is your favourite place
on Marion?
The polar desert interior. Although
wildlife are mostly absent, the
landscape is breathtaking and
hiking through it is the closest I’ve
felt to being on another planet.

What was the hardest
challenge relating to work?
Doing mouse trapping at elevation
in sub-zero temperature and gale
strength wind.

What did you do with your
spare time?
Finished my MSc thesisJ, explored
the island, took photos, read,
movies, series and cooked a lot of
artisanal meals with friends.

What are you most looking
forward to doing when you
get home?
Eating lots of Avocado! And
swimming in warm weather.

What did you learn about
yourself?
Happiness is only real when shared.

Did you learn any new
hobbies or skills?

What will you miss most
about Marion?

Spelunking and grey lava surfing.

The peace and quiet.

What item would you bring if
you had an option to bring
something extra to the island?

Did you achieve everything
you wanted to this year?
Yes! And then some… It was
challenging at times but I certainly
feel more accomplished after this
year.

What advice would you give
a new islander?
Never walk backwards in the field,
even on level ground, as you will
almost certainly fall into a wet
stinky pit. Always pack your
waterproofs, even with no rain
forecasted.

Pretty much had everything I
needed.

Where to next?
Home (Durban) to spend quality
time with friends and family.
Afterwards probably another island
with lots of seabirds J

Maanda Benjie “Star Benjo” Raselabe
Botanist
Favourite saying from the year:

“Heh wena”

Favourite
hut

Katedraal. You have to be
special to live there.

Typical day?
Favourite
animal

Least
favourite
animal

King penguins. They are
cute and friendly.

Tropicalis. Very aggressive
and stinky.

Setting up and maintaining climate loggers. Running and
maintaining laboratory experiments. Collecting data from
remote sensing stations (Plant canopy temperature, soil
moisture, soil temperature, electrical conductivity, wind speed
and direction and photochemical reflectance index). Data
capturing, and report
writing.
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What was your favourite day?

Running and Obvious.

Mid-Winter Party. It was lit.

Where is your favourite place
on Marion?
Ships Cove.

What was the hardest
challenge relating to work?
Having difficulties with climbing
First Red during extreme
conditions and being unable to
recover one of the data loggers after
being flooded with water.

What will you miss most
about Marion?

What did you learn about
yourself?
People will treat you the way you
allow them to treat you. Respect
and love yourself and others will do
the same.

Did you learn any new
hobbies or skills?
I am able to make pizza now.

What item would you bring if
you had an option to bring
something extra to the island?
DSTV and stoccko.

Mbombi Lounge and the crew.

Where to next?
Did you achieve everything
you wanted to this year?
Yes.

What advice would
you give a new
islander?
Take it easy china!!!

What did you do with
your spare time?
Reading articles,
watching movies and
drinking mbombi.

What are you most
looking forward to
doing when you
get home?

Starting a PhD.

Yinhla “Hosi (King); Robocop; van den bogaard;
yinger-ling and many more)” Shihlomule
MIMMP Sealer
Favourite saying from the year:

“The month is finished, we just have to walk and
work for the remaining 30 or 31 days.” Normally
said after sending the schedule to our PI.
Favourite
hut

Mixed Pickle

Typical day?
Favourite
animal

Least
favourite
animal

Antarctic fur seal bulls.
They are big and produce
an engine-like sound, V8.
King penguins. Only sealers
will understand it, they are
dirty and smelly. Pigs of the
island.

It depends on the season and the type of species we working on,
e.g. SES census mark recapture. Going to all the beaches, either
south of north looking for seals with tags, recording the details
and doing photogrammetry project (taking photos for mass
estimation). Ranking seals without tags to different age classes
(Under yearling, sub adult, adult male or female).
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What was your favourite day?
Near gale wind with “squalls”
every five minutes or so.

What did you do with your
spare time?
I wish I had spare time.

Where is your favourite place
on Marion?
Kildalkey Bay

What was the hardest
challenge relating to work?
Hit by the waves/ swell during SES
census and having to deal with salt
chafing while walking.

What are you most looking
forward to doing when you
get home?
Spending some time with family
and friends

What did you learn about
yourself?
Persistence

What will you miss most
about Marion?
Unpredictable weather and the
animals (Seals and killer whales).

Did you achieve everything
you wanted to this year?
Not really, things didn’t go as
expected.

Did you learn any new
hobbies or skills?
Yes

What item would you bring if
you had an option to bring
something extra to the island?
Extra hard drives and more jelly
babies

What advice would you give
a new islander?
Take each day as it comes. Do not
take things personal, not everything
on the island
should be
handled with
emotions. If
you think you
have enough
things for the
island, double
them up, there
are no shops
in Marion.

Where to next?
Studying.

Aubrey “The Beachmaster” Nonyana.
Environmental Control Officer.
Favourite saying from the year:

“ he said, she said, you said, I said”
Favourite
hut
Favourite
animal

Least
favourite
animal
Favourite
day on
Marion
Favourite
place on the
island
What will
you miss
most about
the island?
What advice
would you
give a new
islander?
What did
you do with
your spare
time?

Kildalkey
Penguins. They look
innocent and defenseless
while Giant Petrels take
advantage of them even
when they come out of
water, attacking them while
still alive.
Seals are perilous even the
young ones can cause harm
if not handled with care.
Christmas Day.

Typical day: Alien eradication plan, monitoring environmental
compliances and related functions, conduct country cleanup, manage
scientific field, management of waste, and provide environmental awareness
and general administration.

Hardest challenge relating to work: Strong wind, rain, snow, mist,
cold weather and rough terrain when doing fieldwork.

What did you learn about yourself? I learnt that I am person of
principles, persistence, believe in myself, confident and not give up even
during extreme conditions.

Did you learn any new hobbies or skills? Yes. Playing volleyball.
Goney.

Isolation.

What item would you bring if you had an option to bring
something extra to the island? Enough warm clothes, spare cell phone,
waterproof camera, high quality headset and drinks.

Did you achieve everything you wanted to this year? Yes. My
Islanders should be fit not
only physically but
mentally as well.
Watching movies, playing
music and going to gym.

work and reports were found to be very good and comprehensive according
to my superior and the PEADC.

Where to next? Back home to see my family, settle down and studying.
What are you most looking forward to doing when you get
home? To further my studies.

David “Davo or Daige” Green
NM(M)U/MAPRU Birder
Favourite saying from the year:

“(Let’s) go full falafel”,
and “Don’t be casual on
the edge”
Favourite
hut

Kildalks! (Kildalkey)

Favourite
animal

This is a tricky one. I’d
have to go with the two
giant petrels. They’re
formidable, prehistoric
looking birds, and watching
them in a feeding frenzy is
just awesome. But mostly
they’re my favourite
because they are absolutely
amazing to work with. It’s
like comparing chalk and
cheese seeing them feeding
and working with them
while they’re on their nest.
They are gentle and
inquisitive while you’re
attaching their tiny GPS
backpacks, and sometimes
they even try to incubate
your hand!
Sealers – sometimes they
don’t smell like king
penguins.

Least
favourite
animal

Proin at tortor molestie urna
euismod condimentum. Cras nec
arcu sed nunc pellentesque

Typical day?
Pretty much going around attaching GPS loggers to anything
that moves or looks like it will move in the near future. Then I
go around a couple of weeks later taking said loggers off, so that
I can look for more things that move. And then there’s some
blood sampling, feather collection, vomit collection, poop
collection, and lots of measuring! And some labwork.
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What was your favourite day?
Well, on top of the list would be the
day that Paige and I got engaged at
Cape Davis.
There have been lots of great days
on this island. Some of my now
favourites were actually the hardest
at the time. There are also those
moments between Rockhopper diet
samples when you’re suddenly and
inexplicably re-immersed in this
world filled above with Walbies,
GPs and Sooties and below, with
penguins and seals. Time stands
still during these moments.

Where is your favourite place
on Marion?
Up until a few weeks ago, I would
have gone with Rooks peninsula, or
Puisie. But, after a busy breeding
season, a wildcard has appeared Whalebird Point. I’m not sure why,
though. The walk back to the hut is
the worst.

What was the hardest
challenge relating to work?
Breeding season was a big
challenge. Most species that I
worked with breed at around the
same time. So I was juggling
deployments, retrievals and a bunch
of other sampling between 11
species, simultaneously. There were
some heavy days in the mix.
I do remember one specific trip:
The day progressed really well.
Paige came along for the walk and
we successfully retrieved devices
from Light-mantled albatrosses.
After this we spent a vomit filled
day collecting stomach samples
from Northern Giant Petrel chicks

around Soft-plume River. Towards
the end of the afternoon, we’d
collected just about all the samples I
needed. The weather was beautiful
and sunny, with hardly a breath of
wind. In fact, it was a little too
sunny, we started to get a bit warm
on the walk towards the hut. But
being in really good spirits, we
decided to stop past Landfall Beach
and Whalebird Point to collect seal
scats (poop) and then head on to
Funk Bay to finish up the day
looking for some devices to retrieve.
The closer we got to the hut, the
more I could smell oily fumes
emanating from my bag. But, what
could go wrong? The vomit samples
(holding vast quantities of oil) were
double, triple or quadruple
bagged… We got to the hut just in
time for comms. Paige went inside
to radio base, and I opened the bag
to get the samples out. Something
had gone wrong. One of the
samples leaked. It leaked through
plastic. It leaked everywhere. It
leaked out of sealed bags and into
other sealed bags. It leaked in all
directions. I think it even leaked
upwards.
We took the next day off…
We figured that was as bad as it
could get with this round of
sampling. On the walk back to
base, the bottom of my backpack
fell out. Luckily, Paige let me know
that my bag was giving birth. After
some laughter tinged with hysterics,
I fastened the top of the bag tightly,
turned it upside-down, put the
samples in through the bottom, and
hoisted it onto my back. The hip
straps gave wonderful support to
my neck. Eventually we got back to
base, in time for Christmas Eve
dinner. After gratefully offloading
that smelly cargo, I reached for my
gloves to hang them up in the dry
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room. Nope, not there, I’d lost
them during the walk.

What will you miss most
about Marion?
The general feeling of freedom, the
(mostly) fresh air, and the wide,
open spaces unobstructed by
anything man-made.

Did you achieve everything
you wanted to this year?
There are a couple of bucket-list
ticks I still need to fulfil, but the
year isn’t quite done yet. So,
hopefully this will be a “yes” within
the next few weeks.

What advice would you give
a new islander?
If it looks like solid ground, it
probably isn’t.

What did you do with your
spare time?
I’ve definitely had my share of
series binges. But I also enjoy some
tinkering in R. A few of us get
together on self-serve nights and
come up with some tasty meals too!

What are you most looking
forward to doing when you
get home?
Seeing friends and family, eating
some fresh fruit and team Daige
BIRDING trips!

What did you learn about
yourself?

It’s always cool to discover that
you’re capable of more than you
thought. I’ve had quite a few
challenges that seemed almost
unsurmountable beforehand, but I
managed (often with more than a
little help) to push through and get
them done.

Did you learn any new
hobbies or skills?
The skill I’m most pleased to have
picked up during the year, is
drawing blood from a whole range
of species. It’s something that
initially freaked me out a bit, but
has now become almost secondnature.

What item would you bring if
you had an option to bring
something extra to the island?
More music, podcasts and
audiobooks.

Where to next?
I’ve been accepted to start a PhD at
the University of Tasmania this
year. Come the end of July, Paige
and I will be heading to Tassie!

Jerry “Mr cool” Ramonyai
Senior Meteorological Technician
(Weather Man).
Favourite saying from the year:

“Fo fo... ke fo fao”
Favourite
hut

That orange one.

Favourite
animal

Base Paddy, because we
have something in
common.

Least
favourite
animal

None, I don’t hate.

Favourite
day on
Marion

Day of Departure

Typical day: I collect climate data for the South African Weather Service.
This includes, setting up the station, maintaining it, data quality control and
troubleshooting.

Hardest challenge relating to work: Nothing, I am a weatherman so
everything is cool, ignore the pun.

and management skills.

Favourite
place on the
island

Uhm... it used to be
Juniors.

What will
you miss
most about
the island?

Free time, there is too
much free time on Marion
that can be used for
personal growth.

What advice
would you
give a new
islander?
What did
you do with
your spare
time?

What did you learn about yourself? I have outstanding leadership

Do you.

Did you learn any new hobbies or skills? Sorry I Can’t say.
What item would you bring if you had an option to bring
something extra to the island? Nothing, why ruin it.
Did you achieve everything you wanted to this year? That
depends on if I get my bonus or not now doesn’t it?

Where to next? Home.
What are you most looking forward to doing when you get
home? I don’t know man.

Read

Sibusiso “Khoi-Khoi/Khoisan/BigS’bu/Cum Laude” Sinuka
Geomorphologist.
Favourite saying from the year:

“It’s a trap!”

Favourite
hut

Rooks Hut.

Favourite
animal

Elephant seal, it is big and
dominant when it is in
breeding season.

Least
favourite
animal
Favourite
day on
Marion

The Skuas, they are too
curious and like to hover
above you when out in the
A complete snow day, have
never experienced snow

Favourite
place on the
island

The fault line .

What will
you miss
most about
the island?

The beautiful interior of the
island on a day where it is
not misty.

What advice
would you
give a new
islander?

Come prepared…Mentally,
physically and
emotionally!!

What did
you do with
your spare
time?

Exercised and worked on
my Master’s research
Project.

Typical day: Data Collection, maintenance and sampling of various mire
equipment, water sampling & Aeolian sediment collection for the SubAntarctic Landscape & Climate Interactions project.

Hardest challenge relating to work: Working in extremely rainy,
windy, and days where there is ice pellets blowing.

What did you learn about yourself? I am stronger than what I
thought I was.

Did you learn any new hobbies or skills? Yes, a few, learnt how to
play volleyball and pool as well as learnt about the various animals on the
island.

molestie urna euismod
nec arcu sed nunc

What item would you bring if you had an option to bring
something extra to the island? A Playstation 4 and lots of games
Did you achieve everything you wanted to this year? Most things.
Where to next? Finishing my master’s degree and doing a PhD degree.
Perhaps go on another island expedition.

What are you most looking forward to doing when you get
home? Being with friends and family.

Proin at tortor
condimentum. Cras
pellentesque
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Michelle “Mrs Most-Excellent” Jones
FIAO Birder
Favourite saying from the year:

“Shwifty as FIAO”

Favourite
hut

Grey-headed, probably
because we spent most of
our time at this hut, but it
really does feel like a home
away from home (away
from home)….

Favourite
animal

I love all of the native
animals, it is amazing to
work closely with wild
animals that seem
unperturbed by you being
around them.

Least
favourite
animal

House mice, they eat
seabirds (and my snacks if
they aren’t locked away).

Typical day?
What Chris said…
But also lots of data entry.
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What was your favourite day?

spare time?

I have had many incredible days
(Our anniversary at GH was one of
them), but any day spent outside
with next to no wind feels perfect.

Watching series and movies and
cooking amazing meals with the
gang. Also learnt how to play
Backgammon at GH hut. A friend
bought us the set and it was quite
competitive fun!

Where is your favourite place
on Marion?
I love GH ridge, but another
favourite is Prisnloomeer,
surrounded by lots of Walbies and
the Kings look like they are
vacationing at the vaal dam J

What was the hardest
challenge relating to work?
Again as Chris mentioned, setting
snap traps up in the higher
elevations. They would accidentally
go off and hit my fingers (that were
freezing cold), what a nightmare,
also searching for the traps the
following morning in the snow.

What are you most looking
forward to doing when you
get home?
After catching up with family and
friends I plan a marathon session of
watching Ozzie man reviews,
whilst eating avocado!!!

What did you learn about
yourself?
Nothing is ever really as bad as it
seems. I tend to stress about things
for no good reason. We often end
up in hysterics when I realized how
pointless my worries were.

What will you miss most
about Marion?

Did you learn any new
hobbies or skills?

I have really loved my time here
and will miss many things. This
island really is magical/majestic or
MAJESTICAL.

I got some experience bleeding
birds and overall got a lot more
experience handling and ringing
seabirds. And backgammon skills.

Did you achieve everything
you wanted to this year?

What item would you bring if
you had an option to bring
something extra to the island?

Definitely tried to see the bright
side of every day J and managed to
see a Leopard seal and whitemorph GP.

What advice would you give
a new islander?
Whenever it seems kak (like really
kak), you aren’t far from a hut or
base where a hot shower/drink will
make horrible weather feel like a
distant memory. Don’t let things
get you down. We are so lucky to
be here.

What did you do with your

I guess tonic water cans for my
GnTs, because the 1.5 L bottles lost
their fizz!

Where to next?
Excited to spend some time at
home in Durbs, we have booked to
do the Otter Trail (while we are still
island fit) and booked a holiday to
Reunion and Madagascar. Looking
forward to more hiking adventures.
If all goes to plan we will be on
another sub-Antarctic Island by the
end of the year J

Sibusiso “Head Office” Gumede
Environmental conservation Officer
Favourite saying from the year:

“It’s a trap”
Favourite
hut
Favourite
animal

Cape Davis
Wandering Albatrosses
especially their “dancing”.

Least
favourite
animal

It’s a Skua, it scary and
ugly LOL.

Favourite
day on
Marion

Charismas day, I enjoyed
myself and it was my first
charismas away from home
but it was awesome.

Favourite
place on the
island

Typical day: Our jobs as eco are to make sure that all activities
undertaken at Marion are within the management plan. This is achieved by
managing waste, controlling pollution, eradicating alien plants and animals,
making sure that the team personnel are complying with their permits,
inspection of the field huts and assessment of the degradation of the paths.

Hardest challenge relating to work: First round island in Karoo kop I
felt like dying been showered by ice pallets.

The West side is very
beautiful, every time I’m
that side I feel like it’s my
first time seeing it.
Especially Swartkops beach

What did you learn about yourself? Patients, Perseverance and how

What will
you miss
most about
the island?

Snow days walking outside,
I know back home I will
never experience walking
on snow.

baking LOL.

What advice
would you
give a new
islander?

Never take anything that
happens on the island too
personally, everyone is
fighting their own demons.

Did you achieve everything you wanted to this year? Yes.

What did
you do with
your spare
time?

Read a book, watched
movies and chilling with
the guys.

to live with people from different cultural back ground and appreciating our
differences.

Did you learn any new hobbies or skills? Yes, brewing mbombi and
What item would you bring if you had an option to bring
something extra to the island? Play station.

Where to next? Getting a job and continuing with my studies.
What are you most looking forward to doing when you get
home? Spending time with family and friends.

Proin at tortor
molestie urna euismod condimentum. Cras nec arcu
sed nunc pellentesque pellentesque. Nunc ornare urna

Nthabiseng Elsie Chelsea Mekwa
Assistant Meteorological Technician SAWS
Favourite saying from the year:

“I will panel beat you”
Favourite
hut

Katedraalkraans Hut

Favourite
animal

Penguin – they call me
“penguin” because of my
laughter.

Least
favourite
animal

Seal – when it bites you, it
bites you hard. You end up
walking like you’re dancing
“Gwaragwara” (A former
trending type of a dance
with legs open.)

Favourite
place on the
island

Reppettos – the mires aren’t
my favourite, but I enjoy
the challenge.

What will
you miss
most about
the island?

Politics. Free food. Free
Gym. Free
accommodation. Listening
to nonsense. Late night
announcements. Night
Shifts. Sleeping late and
laughing out loud with my
best friend – Aubrey
Do not come, it’s a trap.” –
But if you do want to come,
you will learn a lot in such
a short period of time.

What advice
would you
give a new
islander?
What did
you do with
your spare
time?

I kept myself busy with my
academic studies,
attempting assignments and
past exam papers. I would
also watch movies and visit
the Green Corridor more
often.

Typical day: Performing surface meteorological observations, conducting
upper air ascents, verifying meteorological instruments and quality control
of surface data.

Hardest challenge relating to work: When the SAWS team had to
perform surface observations and code the SYNOPs manually. It wasn’t
much of a challenge, but it was too much of headache to revisit the codes.

What did you learn about yourself? I am a very strong woman. I am
a fighter. I never give up. I know my worth and wouldn’t settle for less than
what I deserve. I fought a lot of battles, and I won. I am a conqueror. I am a
woman of faith. I priorities happiness over anything else.

Did you learn any new hobbies or skills? Yes. How to express
myself fully especially when I am talking to a male figure. Also to be
cautious, that my kindness and gratitude is not confused to flirtation (This is
not only on the island per se, but in general).

What item would you bring if you had an option to bring
something extra to the island? I wouldn’t say item per se, but I would
definitely bring my boyfriend (Kyle) to assure him that the island life isn’t as
honeymoon as it seems. But otherwise, extra blankets will do.

Did you achieve everything you wanted to this year? I have
achieved more than what I wanted to achieve. It was a successful year for
me. I have risen above the horizon. I will get out of this island like a boss
lady. I have learnt a lot. I am fit. I am where I want to be, exactly where the
Lord has led me. “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I
have kept the FAITH” – 2 Timothy 4: 7

Where to next? HIGHER LEVELS…..

Thank you to our sponsors!!

Boston Breweries donated some craft
beer for our mid-winter celebration

Lynn Gaitskill took the time to design
our awesome team logo and map for
our team hoodie!!

Lastly, a HUGE thank you to
Africa Organics for an amazing
sponsor of environmentally
friendly shampoo, conditioner,
body wash, moisturizer and face
cream, for the team for the year!

