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REDAKSIONEEL - EDITORIAL 

l t was wi th much regret tha t the Associat ion received the 
resigna tion of Dr. Andre van der Merwe as edito r of the Bulletin. 
He took over from Dr. J. J . Taljaard in March, 1966 and the 
effort that was put into the task is evident in the last eleven issues. 
The sta ndard of the Bulletin has steadily improved a nd today it 
provides a wea lth of info rmation on past South African Antarctic 
activity. H is pen has been responsible for an enormous amount of 
the informa tion published in the Bulletin. 

Dr. van der Merwc was a member of SANAE 1 in 1960 a nd o f 
the 1967/ 1968 South African- Belgian summer expedition. He is 
a lso co-ordina to r of the physiological programme a nd has ma in-

ta incd a s teady interest in Antarctic organizations. Recently he 
completed wri ting a book on Antarctica entitled Die Wit Horison. 
It covers his trips down south, the icc conditions encountered, 
animal life on land and at sea and the life of people in Antarctica. 
He a lso discusses the impression that Antarctica makes on people 
who have wintered there. A review of the book will appear in the 
next issue of the Bulletin. As this is the first book on An tarctica 
written by a South African, it should fi nd its way on to many a 
bookshelf in South African homes. 

Thank you very much, D r. van dcr Mcrwc fo r you r services to 
the Bulletin and to Sout h African Antarctic o rganizations. 

Summer Expedition 1968 and SANAE IX 
mv. R.S.A. 

l. Special problems for this season as a departure from the 
normal run as in previous years were: 

(A) Loading of two a ircraft in mv. R.S.A. ( I) A Cessna 
was removed from its shipping crate and stowed in the 
ha nga r on the Helideck. Great care had to be exercised 
in slinging the fuselage due to its fragi le nature. The wings 
were stowed separately in their special frame also in the 
hanga r. (2) An Otter had to be carried in its crate on the 
fo redeck across number two ha tch. This crate had a to ta l 
weight of eleven tons and was for ty-two feet in length 
by fi fteen high a nd twelve wide. A specia l platform had 
to be constructed over the fore pa rt of number two hatch 
and over the deck on each side of the hatch from shi p to 
ship side. N ote: T he R .S.A. is forty-two feet in the beam ! 
After construction of the platform the case was landed 
aboa rd by the noating cra ne. The case was then very 
carefully lashed down as rolling is always encountered 
on voyages down sout h. 

K. T. :vic 'ISH, faster 

(B) Separate stowage for all Summer Expedition ca rgo was 
a rranged in number two tween deck and for aviation fuel 
in number one tween deck. 

R.S.A. next to the bay-icc at Muskcgbukta 1968. 
Photo : D . Nccth ling. 


