
20 

ner is feeding at sea. Additional adults may be accounted for 
by both members of the same breeding pairs being present 
at change-over. Others, like those birds that gathered at 
back of the inlet (subcolonies D and E) are most probably 
unsuccessful breeders which lost their young recently; some 
others may have missed their chicks on their way through 
the subcolonies. 
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Bird ringing at Gough Island, 1982-1987; with an analysis of 
movements of wandering albatrosses 

J. Cooper 
Percy FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology 

University of Cape Town, Rondebosch 7700 

Bird-ringing activities at Gough island are summarized for 
the period December 1982 to October 1987. A total of 1 470 
birds of seven species was ringed during the period. A total of 
3 106 birds of 10 species has now been ringed at Gough Is
land since 1948 when ringing commenced. Only two birds 
have been recovered elsewhere during the review period. 
Wandering albatrosses breeding at Gough Island have a rel
atively restricted at-sea distribution. 

Voelberingingsaktiwiteite op Gough-eiland word vir die tyd
perk Desember 1982 tot Oktober 1987 opgesom. 'n Totaal 
van 1 470 voels van sewe spesies was gedurende die tydperk 
gering. 'n Totaal van 3 106 voels van tien spesies is tans op 
Gough-eiland gering sedert daar in 1948 met be ringing_ begin 
is. Slegs twee voiils is gedurende die ondersoektydperk elders 
teruggekry. Grootmalmokke wat op Gough-eiland broei, het 
'n betreklik beperkte verspreiding ter see. 

Introduction 
This report summarizes bird-ringing activities at Gough Is
land (40°21'S, 09°53'W) , South Atlantic, between December 
1982 and November 1987, supplements information for pre
vious years (Morant 1977, Cooper 1983) and discusses the 
at-sea movements of albatrosses ringed at the island. 

Results 
A total of 1 470 birds of seven species was ringed (Table 1). 
No new species were ringed during the period under review. 
The total number of birds ringed at Gough Island since 1948 
when ringing commenced (Morant 1977, Cooper 1983) is 
therefore 3 106 individuals of 10 species (Table 2). 

Table 1 

Birds ringed at Gough Island, December 1982- October 1987 

Species Chick Full grown Totals 

Rockhopper penguin 
Eudyptes clz rysocome 0 76 76 

Wandering albatross 
Diomedea exulans 475 73 548 

Yellownosed albatross 
D. chlororlzynclzos 173 238 411 

Sooty albatross 
Plzoebetria fusca 13 144 157 

Southern giant petrel 
Macronectes giganteus 10 4 14 

Great shearwater 
Puffinus gravis 0 52 52 

Subantarctic skua 
Catharacta antaretica 69 143 212 

Totals 740 730 1 470 

Table2 

Birds r inged at Gough Island, 1948- 1987 

Species 

Rock hopper penguin 
Eudyptes chrysocome 

Wandering albatross 
Diomedea exulans 

Yellownosed albatross 
D. chlororlzynchos 

Sooty albatross 
Plzoebetria fusca 

Southern giant petrel 
Macronectes giganteus 

Broadbilled prion 
Pachyptila vittata 

Softplumaged petrel 
Pterodroma mol/is 

Great shearwater 
Puffinus gravis 

Subantarctic skua 
Catlzaracta antarctica 

Gough Island moorhen 
Gallinula nesiotis 

Totals 

1948-1982* 

26 

603 

307 

56 

25 

524 

91 

2 

1 636 

• Morant 1977, Cooper 1983. 

1982-1987 

76 

548 

411 

157 

14 

0 

0 

52 

212 

0 

1 470 

Totals 

102 

1151 

718 

213 

39 

1 

576 

303 

2 

3106 

Only two birds have been recaptured or recovered away 
from Gough Island during the review period . A wandering 
albatross Diomedea exulans (J-04072) ringed as a chick on 23 
October 1984 was caught alive, entangled in a fishing line 
and then released unharmed , at Tripp Seamount (29°46'S, 
l4°7'E) on 2 January 1987, 2 472 kilometres from Gough Is
land (Table 3). A yellownosed albatross D. chlororhynchos 
(8-16030), ringed as a breeding adult on 26 October 1982, 
was recovered dead after becoming entangled in a fishing 
line or net on 3 October 1986 off the west coast of South Af
rica at 32°45'S, 16°15'E, 2 471 kilometres from Gough Is
land. This individual , a colour-banded member of a long
term study colony, was last recaptured alive at Gough Island 
in the 1985-86 breeding season. It is the first ringed yellow
nosed albatross to be. recovered away from Gough Island 
(Morant 1977, Cooper 1983). 

Two ringed birds (not counting one chick which died be
fore fledging and two experimental birds which died before 
release), both adult yellownosed albatrosses, have been 
found dead on Gough Island during the review period. 8-
16004 was ringed as an incubating adult on 24 October 1982 
and was found dead on 13 September 1983. 8-44583 was 
ringed on 12 September 1983 and was found as a long-dead 
corpse on 23 September 1984. 
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Table 3 

Wandering albatrosses rin!led at Gough Island and recovered or recaptured at other localities, 1959- 1987 

Ring number Date ringed Loc:1lity, date recovered or Displacement' Source 
and age recaptured. and statu~ 

50105. aduh 22.12.55 Port Elizabeth. South Africa. 3 L99km Hudson ( 1963). 
c. 1.6.59. 33"58'S. 25"36'E. Morant (1977) 
no details 

J-0131 7. nestling 06.11.79 At sea off southwestern Cape. 2 510 km Cooper(l983) 
South Africa. 17.10.81. 
34"18'S. I7°28'E. recaptured alive 

J-04072. nestling 23.10.84 At sea. Tripp Seamount. 2 472 km This paper 
2.1.87. 29"46'5. 14"17'E. 
recaptured alive and relca~ed 

' -shortest (great circle) dbtance between ringing and recovery points. 

Yellownosed albatrosses, sooty albatrosses Phoeberria 
fusca and Subantarctic skuas Carharacra amarctica ringed at 
Gough Island are in the main colour-banded individual!. in 
long-term study colonies. Therefore. many individuals of 
these three species have been recaptured annually at the is
land si nce 1982 when the long-term ~tudies commenced 
(from 1984 for skuas). Analyses of these recaptures will be 
published elsewhere. 

Discussion 

Wandering albatrosses at Gough Island belong to the small 
subspecies D. e. dabbenena (Ciancey 1980) with an annual 
breeding population of at least 800 pairs (Watkins 1987). 
This subspecies is virtually restricted to Gough Island, there 
being only two to three pairs breeding on inaccessible Island 
in the Tristan da Cunha group (Richardson 1984). Since the 
subspecies is not identifiable at sea (Harrison 1983), knowl
edge of its at-sea distribution must come mainly from recov
eries of ringed birds. To date. only three recoveries have 
been made of ringed wandering albatrosses away from 
Gough Island (Table 3). The distribution of these three re
CO\'eries tentatively suggests that wandering albatrosses from 
Gough Island are restricted to the southeastern Atlantic 
Ocean and to the coastal waters of southern Africa at rel
atively high latitudes. A specimen, identified as belonging to 
the race D. e. dabbenena. was collected at sea between Cape 
Town and Durban. South Africa in early July 1966 (Ciancey 
1980). within the distribution outlined above. This restricted 
distribution contrasts markedly with what is known of the at· 
sea distribution of wandering albatrosses of the larger sub
species D. e. exulans. which.breeds at more southerly islands. 
For example. birds ringed at Marion. Crozet and Kerguelen 
islands in the southern Indian Ocean have been recovered in 
Australasian waters at great-circle distances of over 8 000 
km (Weimerskirch er al. 1985, Gartshore et al. 1988) and 
it is likely that the southern subspecies undertakes circumpo· 
Jar migrations (Watson er al. 1971 ). 

The single yellownosed albatross movement follows the 
pattern previously establtshed for the distribution of the sub
~pecies D. c. chlororhynchos. which is endemic to the Tri!.
tan da Cunha and Gough islands (Morant 1977. Brooke et 
al. 1980. Hagen 1982. Morant er al. 1983, Cooper & Fraser 
1986. unpubl. data). 
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Bird ringing at Marion and Prince Edward Islands, 1982-1987; 
with an analysis of movements since 1951 

N.A. Gartshore, J, Cooper and S. Hunter 
Percy FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology 

University of Cape Town, Rondebosch 7700 

Bird-ringing activities at Marion and Prince Edward Islands 
are summarized for the period June 1982- July 1987. A roral 
of 6 347 birds of 15 species was ringed during rh is period and 
480 recoveries or recaptures were recorded from the islands. 
11 further 25 birds are newly reported as recovered or recap
tured elsewhere and 27 foreign-ringed birds are newly re
ported at Marion and Prince Ed11·ard Islands. An 01•erall rouzl 
of 107 individuals of seven species has been recorded moving 
from or to rlze Prince Edward Islands, of which wandering al· 
barrosses Diomedea exulans constiwte 46 per cent of the re· 
cords. Interchange of young king penguins Aptenodytes pa
tagonicus (mainly moulting birds), wandering albatrosses, 
southern giam petrels Macronectes giganteus and Subanrarc
tic skuas Catharacta antarctica has occurred between the 
Prince Edward Islands and Jles Crozer, I 068 km apart. 
However. breeding interchange has only been definitely pro
ven for the wandering albatross. Other movement patterns are 
similar to those reported in the literature. 

Voelberingingsakriwireite op Marion- en Prins Edward-ei· 
lande word vir die tydperk Junie 1982 tot Julie 1987 opgesom. 
'n Totaal van 6 347 voels van 15 spesies is gedurende die tyd
perk gering en 480 opsporings of hervangste is op die eilande 
aangeteken. 'n Verdere 25 voi!ls is onlangs elders opgespoor 
of weer gevang en 27 voels war by ander terreine gering is, is 
onlangs by Marion- en Prins Edward-eiland aangeteken. 'n 
Toraal van 107 voels van se we spesies war na of van die Prins 
Edward-eilande beweeg, is opgeteken, waarvan grootmal· 
mokke Diomedea exulans 46 persenr uirmaak. Uirruiling van 
jong koningspikkewyne Aptenodytes patagonicus (hoofsaak
lik ververende voi!ls), groormalmokke, reuse nellies Macro
nectes giganteus en bruinroofmeeue Catharacta antarctica 
het tussen die Prins Edward-eilande en Iles Cro:zet, war 1 068 
km uirmekaar gelee is, plaasgevind. Broei-uitruiling is egter 
slegs defimrief by die groormalmok bewys . .Ander bewegings· 
parrone is soorrgelyk aan die waan•a11 I'OOrheen in die lirera-
11/ur melding gemaak is. 

Introduction 

This paper covers bird-ringing activities at the sub-Antarctic 
Marion (46°52'S. 37°5l'E) and Prince Edward (46°38'S. 
38°00' E) Islands for the period June I 982 to July 1987 inclu
sive. The period 1951 to May 1982 has been previously cov
ered by Berruti er al. (1975). Burger & Morant ( 1977) and 
Brown & Oatley (1982). Movements of ringed birds since 
1951 from and to the Prince Edward Islands are analysed. A 
ringed bird found dead is defined as a recovery. a ringed 
bird found alive is defined as a recapture. 

Results 

Altogether 6 347 birds of 15 species were ringed during the 
period under review. This brings the total of birds ringed at 

Marion and Prince Edward Islands since October 1951 to 
12 424 individuals of 26 species (Table 1). Of these, 480 
have been recovered or recaptured at Marion or Prince Ed
ward Islands since June 1982 (Table 1) and a further 25 indi
viduals have been recovered at other locali ties, including 
previously unpubl ished records (Table 2). The total numbers 
of Marion and Prince Edward-ringed birds recovered or re
captured since 1951 is now 777 at Marion and Prince Edward 
Islands themselves and 4{) from other localities. This rep
resents 6,6 per cent of the ringing effort. 

Two schools of thought exist as to whether the broadbilled 
prion Pachyprila virrata and Salvin's prion P. (v.) salvini are 
full species or whether the latter is a sub-species of the for
mer (Cox 1980, Harper 1980). Both authors agree that the 
taxon represented on Marion and Prince Edward Islands is 
the Salvin's prion and for uniformity the total for broad
billed prion in the previous report (Brown & Oatley 1982) 
has been irJcorporated into the total for Salvin's prion. 

Recoveries of Marion Island wandering albatrosses Di· 
omedea exulans were reported from lie de la Possession, 
Crozets, and Australia (Table 2). Most of the 27 newly re
ported foreign-ringed birds at Marion originated from these 
areas (T able 3). A greyheaded albatross D. chrysostoma 
reached New Zealand. Three Subantarctic skua Catharacra 
amarcrica recoveries were reported: two from the southwes
tern Cape, South Africa and one from the southeast coast of 
the Malagasy Republic (T able 2). Five newly reported king 
penguins Aprenodyres patagonicus recaptured at Marion 
originated from Tie de la Possession and the Australasian 
gannet Sula serraror previously reported (Brown & Oatley 
1982) returned for a third year in October 1982 but was not 
recorded again after this date (Table 3). 

Discussion 

The period 1982-1987 has seen a large increase in the 
amount of ringing activity at Marion Island. Ringing activity 
a t nearby Prince Edward Island is minimal due to the infre
quency of visits to that island and totals, with very few ex
ceptions. refer to Marion Island. Two wandering albatross 
long-term study areas were established at Marion Island in 
1983-84 with a third in 1986-87. Most of the wandering alba
tross adults and chicks ringed and recaptured on the island 
were in these three study areas. This explains the increase in 
the number of wandering albatross recaptures: 259 in th1s 
period. During this period a project was completed on the 
two species of giant petrels Macronecres spp. and Subantarc
tic skuas at Marion Island with a large number of birds being 
ringed as part of this work (Table I). These four species ac
count for 84 per cent of all the birds ringed and 88 per cent 
of all recoveries and recap tu res for the period 1982- 1987. 

To date, 107 ringed birds of seven species have been re· 
corded moving from or to the Prince Edward Islands (Table 


