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of canvas, enough to make
rough repairs.
On April 15 he set out for

Four days later he was hit
by the first of two storms.
The boat rolled twice,
sweeping away the jury rig.

Five days later the
second storm came, this

The engine was useless
and the jury rig was now
only a J-metre piece of
wood and the scrap of old
canvas, - | : [

L, Without the

engine there |

e [ 2
batteries, so Mr Clark was
reduced (o the use of a|
small - kerosene lamp for |
iight. f
:There was no radio, or
WOI! aids,

¢ a long time before he
ireached any land,

The Tear of arriving on a |
lee shore with g rig that
would not take a boat to

lem. '
Although he had changed |
his plans and was frying to |

ind - in search  of
rials to repair the self-

He realised that it would |'

head for Western Austra-
lian, the wind kept forcing
him further south.

Even when he managed
to claw his way northwards,
off the coast of Australia,
his problems were not over.

On June 17 he was just 98
miles off Fremantle. But
two days later, easterly
winds had blown him 200
miles offshore.

When the westerlies did
arrive, 1o blow him towards
Fremantle, he was again
faced with the problems of

windward was also a prob- !

Mghfor Kel'ﬂmrforc '

lighthouse about 15 miles

. off Fremantie.

It was not untit 10 am on
Friday that he found his

. ‘way around Rottnest and its

reafs.

Then, the best thing of
all, that welcome Kiwi
voice.

The New Zealand support
boat skipper had seen the
strange rig and had gone to
investigate.

He found a very relieved
Gerry Clark eager to get
ashore.

A Customs boat arrived to
escort the crippled ship into
the safety of the marina.

Expatriate Kiwis are
great 'supporters of their
countrymen, and simce his
arrival, Gerry Clark has
been greeted by a never-
ending stream of Kiwi well-

rs.

Hoarse

And having not spoken to
anyone for three months,
he is hoarse from talking.

His plans now?

Well, he still wants to get
his boat home. He will have
the engine repaired in Fre-
mantle and, with the help of
the America’s Cup crew —
hopes to put an efficient
jury rig in the boat,

His wife Is trying to find a
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