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To the right is a poem from the
Katedraal poetry book, underneath the poem it is written; “The
above from an unknown Everest
hiker found on the door of a longdrop “somewhere in the
Himalaya’s” but I believe Marion
could provide a few prime
examples”.

Photo by Kim Stevens

“I long for a long drop wild and free
With which to greet the dawning.
I yearn for a long drop that’s not full,
In which to meet the morning.
I dream of a loo that’s lemon-scented:
To hope that it’s clean, I’m unrepentant.
An Adventurous spirit, I would not spoil it.
But, gee, ‘t’would be nice with a sit down toilet.”

Letter from the

Editor

Welcome to the Penultimate edition of the
Wanderer. Just when you think you have
seen all the island has to offer you, Marion
has a way of surprising you. This month
brings the arrival of the Wandering
Albatross chicks (cover photo). In the last
two weeks of March, there is an island wide
pipping of the chicks from their eggs that
were laid between late December and
January. The chicks will then spend the first
nine months of their lives on nests until they
fledge at year end. You can see where the
Marion simile “as patient as an Albatross
chick” comes from (pg.3).

Furthermore, we bid farewell to the
Antarctic fur seal (gazellas) pups which will
be taking their maiden voyage into the big
blue to explore and forage. We are all
amazed by their short suckling period of
four months, compared to the 10-month
suckling period of tropicalis pups. Kyle
jokingly attributes the difference to milk
quality, the gazellas get full-cream and the
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In nature, there is always a balance, and so as
our little seal fur-balls leave, they are replaced
by a fur-ball of a different kind, the house
mouse (Mus musculus)! The mice have made
their reappearance after a bout of warmer
temperatures during the summer. Although
they are active year round, their activity
notably increases between March and June.
Even our coldest hut in the interior, Katedraal,
is no exception (pg.10).
Kim Stevens really summed up the wonder of
Marion best (pg. 6), “Staying on Marion for a

year allows you to see the whole cycle of life
and seasons. You see albatross chicks through
to fledging, seal harems grow and disappear,
and snowy landscapes melt into green and
red. So my advice is to embrace every different
stage during the year and don’t take it for
granted because you will look back and miss it
when it’s gone”.
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The Wandering Albatross

COMPARE: Wandering Albatross
flying behind a Giant Petrel

BY CAMILLA KOTZE

EGG-NORMOUS: Wandering Albatrosses
egg. Note its size compared to my hand

Favourite food?
Slimy cephalopods.

MINE IS BIGGER THAN YOURS: Wandering Albatrosses engaged in their
evening greetings
What is unique about the
Wandering Albatross?
Their external nostrils are
separate and placed on
either
side
of
the
culmnicorn.

By: Morgan Mugeri, Zuko Nkomo, and Makhudu Masotla
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Normal people
Pretty boys
by Kim Stevens
Flat, solid walkingPhoto
grounds
Open skies
Internet
Subliminal advertisements
Tree shade

2.5 - 3.5m

By: Morgan Mugeri, Zuko Nkomo, and Makhudu Masotla
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Shopping malls and complex
KFC (Bones baby… bones)
Going to a church service to meet girls
Driving from point A to point B
That “thing”
Fresh fruits and veg
Your dogs love (the best there is)
By: Nasreen Khan

By: Morgan Mugeri, Zuko Nkomo, and Makhudu Masotla

1. Food counts
2. Sanele Mkhonza
3. Ships cove
4. Dunlop mires
5. Amphitheatre (Swartkop)
6. Travis’ knee problem, still a mystery
7. Holes at the crack of your Gortex
Photo by Camilla Kotzé

The Wandering Albatross is the
largest seabird in the world,
boasting the widest wingspan of all
birds on earth. Its wingspan is about
three-fifths as tall as a Giraffe. How
wide is that exactly?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

As patient as an Albatross chick
As sly as a Skua
As temperamental as a fur seal pup
As elegant as a Sooty Albatross
As elusive as a Pintado
As clean as a Gentoo
As magical as a Marion Rainbow

the

ship is coming…SOON

by Camilla Kotzé

SA AGULHAS II: Leaving Cape Town Harbour in April 2016 with M73, a year later she will be brining us home in mid-May
If you are a fan of fiction author Robin Hobb
and his works on the Farseer trilogy, the words
Red Ship brings a different picture to mind. But
for us on Marion, the Red Ship is our ticket
home; leaving Cape Town on the 6th of April to
fetch us. With much excitement at this prospect,
the 22nd of March saw M73 hastily packing their
belongings into the typical orange ship
containers.
The SA Agulhas II was born out of a need to
replace SA Agulhas I which roamed the
Southern Seas for more than three decades.
Forged in the Finnish Rauma shipyard from 26
separate blocks, the SA Agulhas II superceded
her formers’ iconic place in Antarctic exploration
and research. The role was easily assumed with
a purpose built design of being both an icebreaker and research vessel; the first ship in the
world allowed to carry both passengers and
bulk fuel.

such as the ability to take core samples of the
seabed at over 5000m, and an automatic
weather station which sends data to Pretoria in
real-time. But be rest assured that such
innovation does not suffer comforts, such as the
as an auditorium, gym, sauna, bar and library.
All in all she is perfectly equipped to service all
three bases under the management of the
Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA);
SANAE IV in Antarctica, Gough Island, and
Marion Island.
Her maiden voyage was
on 11th July 2012. Five
years later, she is still
running smoothly and is
currently receiving a new
Raspberry Red coat which
we hope will be completed
by the time she reaches us
on the 11th of April!

Eight permanent, and six containerised
laboratories facilitate on-board scientific
research in the fields of oceanography,
meteorology, and biodiversity among others.
This is augmented by other high-tech features
THE BRIDGE

LABS

PAINT JOB: In the dry docks
receiving a new red coat
Photo by Sbu (M74 Geo)
ENGINE
ROOM
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Kim and Christiaan work for the Percy Fitzpatrick Institute of African Ornithology (PFIAO) based at the University of Cape
Town. They monitor the breeding success of albatrosses and petrels. The data forms part of long-term monitoring
programs to assess the population trends of these magnificent and often endangered birds.

Questions for the PFIAO Birders
Background?

I grew up in Pretoria
spending my free time
roaming the streets of the
suburbs with my friends.
The urban jungle however
quickly became too tame
and I had an itch to explore
the wilder places (an
urge helped on by
Sunday night wildlife
specials on MNET).
Luckily, due to a father who was fond of
camping and friends who had access to some
truly special places, I got to do just that. This
keen interest in nature coupled with a growing
realization of the impact
we have on our
natural world led to
studies in
Zoology
and an MSc
in
Conservation
Biology

My Marion journey
began five years ago
after completing my
undergraduate and
Honours degrees in
Marine Biology and
Zoology at UCT.
Before that I spent my childhood and school
years in the small town of Hilton, Kwa-Zulu
Natal. Spending the majority of holidays on the
KZN coast led to my fascination with the
marine environment and so, in combination
with my interests in the world of biology, I
naturally chose to study science. After
completing an Honours degree I wanted some
adventure and came across applications for the
70th Marion Expedition where I ended up as a
PFIAO birder. During the expedition I also took
on an MSc and collected data to study the
foraging ecology of the grey-headed
albatrosses. After returning to South Africa I
decided to upgrade to a PhD. So now I am back
on Marion again as an M73 PFIAO birder
collecting more data towards my PhD!

Why come back a second time?
Being part of a Marion Island Expedition is
special experience. Not only do you get to
explore and live in an untamed wilderness but
you are also forced to live with a small
community of people. This affords the
opportunity of making friends with people you
wouldn’t get the chance to back home.
Unfortunately it does not always work out that
way, but at least you will broaden your horizons
in terms of the range of human behaviours you
now know to be possible. Oh yes, and I also
believe that the science that is done on the
Island is very important.

Coming back to Marion for a second time was
an opportunity for me to collect more data for
my PhD. But I also wanted to return to spend
more time working with the amazing birds here
and hike in this beautiful wilderness.
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Favourite bird species?
My favourite bird species on the Island is the
King Penguin, because it gives me so much
pleasure to know I no longer need to deal with
them and that somewhere out there Kyle has
penguin excrement in his moustache. Otherwise
I really like Great wing petrels, actually I just like
the fact that they are known as “Night Hawks” (I
am quite fond of birds of prey). Skua’s are also
very impressive with their high speed areal
pursuits and battles and I think they are
definitely the smartest birds on the island.
Recent night birding however has me leaning
towards the storm-petrels (pick which ever
species you like), because these elegantly tiny
birds brave the tempest that is the subAntarctic ocean despite their seeming fragility.

My top two favourites:
1) I am fascinated by the Wandering
albatrosses. Not only are they impressive in
their size, but also in their mating displays and I
am sure many of them are older than I am. They
just demand respect.
2) I also have a huge soft spot for the greyheaded albatrosses. Having spent so much of
my time on Marion sitting on Grey-headed
Ridge watching them whizz past me, land
ungraciously on blechnum slopes, brave their
way through the colonies to get to their nest,
have squabbles with their neighbours and feed
their chicks, I feel as if I know them all. They are
entertaining and beautiful but most of all are a
special bird to work so closely with.

Favourite island spot?
It is hard to identify a single area as there are
many special places on Marion, each of which
harbours their own fond memories. I would say
any place where you can just sit and watch the
birds soar to and throw and see the seals riding
the waves. Places like Grey-headed ridge, Rooks
Bay Cliffs, Ships Cove, Trichardt Bay North etc.

Sitting anywhere on Grey-headed ridge. It just
feels like home.

Advice to future birders?
Don’t eat the kidney mince.

Staying on Marion for a year allows you to see
the whole cycle of life and seasons. You see
albatross chicks through to fledging, seal
harems grow and disappear, and snowy
landscapes melt into green and red. So my
advice is to embrace every different stage during
the year and don’t take it for granted because
you will look back and miss it when it’s gone.
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by Christiaan W. Brink and Kim Stevens
Over the past few decades humankind has
learnt that when a species is introduced into an
area where it does not naturally occur, the
potential for dire consequences for the local
fauna and flora is very real. This is no less true
for the seemingly harmless House mouse

Mouse-injured albatross fledglings were first
observed in 2003 where wounds were generally
on the rump and wings. The first ‘scalping’
incident, (where mice literally knaw through the
skin of the head and nape), was
observed in 2009. This behaviour
benefits mice by, firstly, keeping
(Mus musculus), but under that cute and
them safe from the bill and,
fluffy exterior lies a malicious will to
secondly, allowing them to reach
survive. House mice were first brought to
the skin more easily as the feathers
Marion Island perhaps almost two
are shorter in this area. This
centuries ago with the seal hunting
combination allows mice to
expeditions of the time.
predate fully-feathered chicks,
In later years when the Marion Island weather
opening up a food resource when
station was first set up, a litter of cats was sent
other sources are low.
down to help control mouse numbers at the
station. Unfortunately a feral cat population In the takeover of 2015 this behaviour was
soon established which greatly reduced the extremely widespread. Potentially more than 11
burrowing bird populations, leading to the % of grey-headed and ~ 9 % of sooty and lightfamously successful cat eradication scheme. mantled albatross chicks were attacked by mice
Unfortunately, as the saying goes, “when the in that season. Observations were again high in
cats go away the mice will play” (not that the takeover 2016, and thus greater effort is being
cats had any real effect on the island’s mouse put into quantifying mice predation incidents.
numbers), and recent years have seen mice We have already been on this season’s first
predating on various albatross and petrel round island mouse nibble check and after
species. Plans for the eradication of mice are inspecting thousands of sooty, light-mantled
therefore being put into motion.
and grey-headed chicks, found only one chick

For us the M73 expedition began on a very
disturbing and gruesome note as we had to
collect data on mice predation on albatross
chicks around the island, to motivate for the
said mouse eradication. Having been to the
island before we had seen a few isolated cases
of this but the mouse nibbles we observed
during takeover were much grimmer.

wounded by mouse nibbling However, as this is
only the start of the nibble season it is too early
to hope that this year will not be a repeat of last
year’s carnage.
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ltamate
BY CAMILLA KOTZE

Photo by Camilla Kotzé

Meet Alta, the creator and
inspiration of “Altamate”
Accessories. She has spent
the year lovingly knitting
each team member a cosy
winter item.
Gloves, beanie's, scarves,
headbands, and even a
jersey; she has made them
all.
Thanks for making our
year a warmer one!
P.S doesn’t she look great
in
her
own
plum
handiwork!

Readers’ Round Island

MAP OF MARION ISLAND: Showing the
Round Island route between the huts. As
well as the position of our only interior
hut-Katedraalkraans.
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Photo by Marileen Carstens

Readers’ Round Island:

Back

Base

The coastal round island is over, with
Kildalkey as the last pit-stop before
returning to base. The huts have provided
us with warmth, full tummies and a feeling
of security knowing that you will
eventually reach one nestled in the
foothills or close to a river-course. The
feeling a weary field assistant gets when
seeing a hut after a long day in the field is
indescribable; it can almost be described
as giddy, especially after a difficult day.
Once inside, all memory of the day spent
in the cold, often wet, being chased by
seals, falling in penguin-poo-puddles and
being blown from proverbial pillar to post
is soon forgotten! So thank-you field huts
for all the memorable nights shared
among friends or the solo introspective
evenings sipping coffee on your roof-tops.
But it is time to head back to base now for
a hot shower and hopefully a t-bone steak
if you get back on a braai night!

The secret is land-marking. There are
five well-known checkpoints I use on
my path back to Stony-Ridge; Pancake
(1), Shark-fin (2), the 12 Apostles (3),
Pride Rock (4), and the Kildalkey Ken
(5). The route from Stony River then
follows a well-worn path past Tom,
Dick and Harry all the way back 2 base.

2

1

3

4

Route from Kildalkey to Base
If you aren’t’ in a rush and the weather is
fine, take the coastal route (below).
However, if you are eager for that shower
and have to stop at loggers on the way
home like me, then take the inland path.
After walking the route more than 60
times, I think I know it pretty well.

5

Base

Tom, Dick, Harry

Kildalkey Ken: View of path from Stony Ridge

Photo by Jessie Berndt

Base

Coastal Path: View of coastal path after Stony Ridge
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Readers’ Round Island:

Home of the Mutant Mouse
First Red
Juniour’s
Hendrik Fister

ROUTE: Looking back at route from Base to First Red
Photo by Kim Stevens

Last but not least of our Round Island journey is
Katedraal, the only interior hut nestled amongst
the Grey Lavas behind first Red.
THE PATH TO KATEDRAAL: Just after first red, the hut lies
in a Grey Lava (bottom) depression.

clammy chill and odour of its interior. The loo is
also different, instead of a long drop, you use a
black bag for your business - stored in a tote
bin afterward.

View from the Loo

POETRY BOOK
Photo by Kim Stevens

The walk up from base is pretty straightforward. Head for the back of Junoirs, pass
Hendrik Fister Kop on the left, continually
aiming for First Red. Once up the devilish scoria
hell that is first Red, it is a short ascent to a
crumbling Grey lava outcrop that houses our
little hut.

Photo by Kim Stevens

However, akin to the other huts, mice remain
present. Many field assistants have regaled
stories of mutant mice, shredding their loo rolls
and indulging in washing powder. A mouse
skeleton has even been found at the top of
Mascarin - the highest peak. Doubtful he did for
“peak
bagging”
bragging
rights,
but
nonetheless, you get where the slogan “Home
of the mutant mouse” comes from.

Katedraal hut is smaller than its coastal
conuterparts. A sagging, leaking roof infested Ultimately, the interior definitely has its charms
with species of mould and fungi that probably such as the spectacular views, silence and the
Katedraal Poetry book.
haven't been discovered yet, adds to the

Ned’s

POSITION OF HUT: Lying in a
depression, in front Ned’s.

Photo by Alta Zietsman
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HUT RECIPE OF THE MONTH

BURGER

Patty Methods

Ingredients

Soya mince
Onion flakes
Chutney
Water
Oats

1.

Mix everything (besides
oats) in pot and cook until
sticky
2. Add oats to bind and form
patties with hands
3. Fry patties in pan until
brown on both sides

Buns

Methods
1.

by Alta Zietsman
&
Camilla Kotzé

Mix all the ingredients together besides
water
2. Add water slowly while mixing until dough
forms a ball that is not sticking to the sides
3. Oil small pot and add dough
Ingredients
4. Take a big pot and fill 1/3 of pot with water
5. Put small pot inside the big pot and put a
250g of self-raising flour
big lid over pot so that it covers the big
2tbl spoons of oil
and small pot
2tbl spoons of powder milk
6. Cook on stove for 30 mins on low heat
2tbl spoons of condensed milk
(make sure the water does not boil dry)
Luke warm water
Photo by Kyle Lloyd

TEMPERATURE (°C)
PRESSURE (hPa)
HUMIDITY (%)

February

AVE

MAX

MIN

8.4

19.3

2.5

1003.5

1024.9

984.5

77

96

35

SAWS STATS

MAXIMUM WIND GUST

125.3 km/h

TOTAL RAINFALL

94.8 mm

HIGHEST IN 24 HOURS

17.6 mm

TOTAL DAYS WITH RAIN 20 days

TOTAL DAYS > 1 MM

13 days

TOTAL SUNSHINE

143.4 hours

P

INTERIOR

You will never remember sitting behind a desk
or mowing the lawn, so go climb that damn
Mountain! Remember that the curious are
always rewarded with adventure and beauty,
especially here on Marion, and oh are the Arctic
Apogee’s amazing! Enjoy this months Gallery of
the mountainous Marion interior!

“The mountains are calling and I must go”

A selection of excellent photographs taken buy our team members

it is
NOT THE
MOUNTAIN

conquer,
BUT
‘Summiting Sneeuberg’ by Camilla Kotzé

Mar
Feb2017
2017 1211

WINNER

TOP: ‘Interior Scenery’ by Alta Zietsman
BOTTOM: ‘Behind Neds’ by Alta Zietsman
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SECOND
TOP: ‘Johnny’s in a snow-storm’ by Kim Stevens
MIDDLE: ‘View from Pyroxene’ by Kim Stevens
BOTTOM: ‘Interior from Sfinks’ by Kim Stevens
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THIRD
TOP & BOTTOM: ‘Snowy interior’ by Kyle Lloyd
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HIGHLY COMMENDED
TOP, MIDDLE & BOTTOM: ‘Peaks’ by Kyle Lloyd
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HIGHLY COMMENDED
TOP & BOTTOM: ‘Interior topography’ by Kyle Lloyd
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HIGHLY COMMENDED

TOP: ‘Grey-lava Blockfield’ by Camilla Kotzé
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HIGHLY COMMENDED
TOP: ‘The length of Sfinks’ by Kyle Lloyd
MIDDLE: ‘Mascarin Peak and co.’ by Kyle Lloyd
BOTTOM: ‘Western Interior’ by Kyle Lloyd
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HIGHLY COMMENDED

TOP: ‘Point of 1981 lava out-flow’ by Kyle Lloyd
BOTTOM: ‘1981 lava-out-flow’ by Kyle Lloyd
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HIGHLY COMMENDED

TOP: ‘Katedraalkrans’ by Alta Zietsman
BOTTOM: ‘On top of No-Name Peak’ by Alta Zietsman
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HIGHLY COMMENDED

TOP: ‘Interior Panoramas’ by Camilla Kotzé

HIGHLY COMMENDED

TOP: ‘View from the Sneeuberg area’ & ‘Looking down to Swartkop Point’ by Jessie Berndt
BOTTOM: ‘Looking South from Stony Ridge’ by Camilla Kotzé & ‘Piew Crags Stretch’ by Alta Zietsman

Mar 2017 23

A birders perspective:

A Tick that travelled the world
By Makhudu Masotla the Ornithologist

Marion Island is jam-packed with bird life, among which are four breeding species of Penguins.
These Penguins form big colonies where they co-exist in a natural prearranged system. Two of
them (Maccaroni and Rock-hopper) are migratory, and will only be on Marion Island during the
summer breeding season after which they moult and avoid the winter by moving lattitudinally
upwards to Australasian territories.
Rock-hopper penguins have been found to harbour a “seabird” tick (Ixodes uriae), which have been most likely infected
during their overwintering trips. On Marion Island there has
never been a documented record of ticks that are endemic to
the island, any tick therefore found here would be alien.
Interestingly enough, these ticks (specialists) have only been
found on moulting sub-adult penguins, furthermore, only
occurring on the head region. How they survive the harsh subAntarctic climate is open-ended.
There are limited publications on the subject and above all,
they focus more on the haematozoan caused by these ticks,
more research is needed as one answer triggers a dozen more
questions. Curiouser and curiouser…from a bird’s eye view this
opens up a new revenue of research on this insatiable topic.
The value of a great scientist comes with an uncanny ability to
seek out what lays hidden, the obscure individualities, and an
assuming mind that never stops asking questions. But my
aspiration is handicapped, drowned in pools of ignorance,
perhaps I should just become a director.

Mar 2017 24

A Land of Mystery
When I first trekked through Marion, the magical land of
Narnia came to my mind. It was as if the Witch had
turned once living creatures to stone. If you apply your
imagination, you will see that the rain and wind have
sculptured some peculiar images in the poorly resistant
lava rocks.

by Kyle Lloyd

Flushed away…

Rhino totem

Excalibur!

Elephant seal breeching

Faces in the Wall
Rook (chess castle)

Cat eye

Hunting dog

Squirrel

Chicken

Pegasus

Fur seal guardian

Vulture

Pikachu vs Nematode
cheered on by E.T.

Tate is thinking…

The thinker

Cheers

…about her hill

Cackling
monster

Good Friday

by Nasreen Khan

At the beginning of March, Makhudu,
Sydney and I were rigging up the nifty killer
whale photogrammetry frame attached
with 5 GoPro Hero cameras, to be
deployed in the ocean. This captures killer
whales as they pass, the data is used by the
MIMMP
for
the
Killer-WhalePhotogrammetry-Project. The cameras are
precisely attached to specific points on the
frame having alternating angles which
captures all sides of the animal as it passes
by.

After 3 hours of deployment, the swell
continued to pick up, and to my suspense,
sank the frame further in, enforcing a layer
of kelp over. This made it close to
impossible for two people to pull it out,
furthermore the buoys holding the frame
crashed against the rock face and filled
with water. I was filled with anxiety as I
struggled to lift it out. I finally got to
terms that a rescue team was needed
ASAP to save the 5 GoPros from the
oceans abyss. It started to rain as I rushed
to base to announce the SOS. In my mind,
Nico’s speech rang about the value of the
GoPros.

As expected the base that rocks never
disappoints, the response team was
ready the minute I sounded the alarm.
The incredible A-team; Morgan,
Gerald, Christiaan, Zuko, Sanele,
Travis, Phillip, Sydney, Makhudu (Deo)
and Kyle battled through the squall
and retrieved the frame and its
devices.

A massive thank you for the
great effort guys. Big-ups to
the A-team! Yay team work!
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sealer games
May the odds
be forever in
your favour
and the tags
ever visible

To celebrate the end of the TAPS (Tropicals Attendance Pattern
Studies) and GAPS (Gazella Attendance Pattern Studies) season, the
sealers held the M73 Sealer Games. The Base was split up into four
teams, with the sealers as judges. The questions and tasks were all
seal related of course, one favourite being fishing out seal tags from
an “elephant seal moulting wallow” (caramel pudding) without using
hands! The Mixed Pickles won the Sealer Games on the “Weaner
weighing challenge”. Afterward there were certificates handed out to
all those who helped the sealers this year in the field.

teams

pwd

pi’s
the night hawks
the mixed pickles

some of the tasks

weaner
weighing”

sealer stick”

“sorting tags”

sealer snack”

some of the certificate recipients

Morgan’s Birthday & St Patrick's Day
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