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DANIËL KOTZÉ

EDITOR

Out of sight, out of mind

Let te r  f rom the

When putting together an issue 

of The Wanderer, I always try to 

highlight the beauty and pristine 

nature of the island. This month 

however, I felt compelled to also 

give readers a glimpse of the 

flipside of the coin. Breeding on 

one of the most isolated islands 

on earth is unfortunately not 

enough to keep these animals 

from the cruel claws of human 

pollution, as seen in the article 

on fur seal entanglements 

(p.3).These are the lucky few 

seals that might survive, but 

what about all of those we |ƶƖ̃Ⱥ

see? Plastic waste kills 

approximately 100,000 marine 

mammals annually! If I look at 

how people are polluting and 

destroying the surface of the 

planet, I shudder to imagine the 

state of our oceans, out of sight 

of any human eye. Chances are 

that we will probably only 

comprehend the value of a 

healthy ocean when it is already 

Ⱥƶƶ Ŵ"Ⱥ±˱ ěȺ̃ȡ ȡ"| Ⱥƶ ȺĊĜƖŦ ȺĊ"Ⱥ ȺĊ± 

ôȉ±"Ⱥ±ȡȺ ƌ"ŞƶȉĜȺʲ ƶí Ƌ"ȉĜƶƖ̃ȡ 

fauna are already endangered 

and that my grandchildren 

might never witness the majestic 

dance of a Wandering Albatross 

˷Ǻ˱̞̝˸˱ ěȺ̃ȡ ƖƶȺ "ŴŴ |ƶƶƌ "Ɩ| 

gloom though. People are, albeit 

slowly, changing the way they 

lƶƖȡɔƌ±˱ ʱƶɔ |ƶƖ̃Ⱥ Ċ"ʘ± Ⱥƶ íȉ±± 

a seal from a net to make a 

difference, you simply have to 

recycle. I hope this issue is an 

interesting read, enjoy!   

LIEZL PRETORIUS
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Have you ever wondered why 

chimpanzees throw poop at 

people? Have a look at these 

pictures and then ask yourself 

ʞĊʲ ƌƶȉ± "ƖĜƌ"Ŵȡ |ƶƖ̃Ⱥ íŴĜƖô 

their excrement at people. 

Daniël and I recently found three 

badly entangled fur seals. 

Luckily we could remove the 

pieces of rope around their 

necks that were slowly starving 

or suffocating them. Fortunately 

these seals now have a good 

chance to recover from the 

serious wounds, but that is 

hardly the point . This should 

never happen. I know that I am 

one of those people who often 

forget to take canvas bags to 

the supermarket and have to

buy plastic, but after seeing all 

the beach debris and animals 

that get hurt from it, I will never 

buy a plastic bag again. I will 

also make a greater effort to 

recycle. Did you know there is an 

entire island of plastic debris in 

the Pacific? The size of this 

̂ĜȡŴ"Ɩ|̃ Ĝȡ ±ȡȺĜƌ"Ⱥ± Ⱥƶ b± 

between 700 000 km2 and 15 

000 000 km2. I truly hope these 

images not only make you sad, 

but encourage you to rethink 

the way you use and dispose of 

material. 
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FLASH

J A W S T I T U S

Marion Island delivered yet another vagrant bird 

species, this time in the form of a Ruddy 

Turnstone (Arenaria interpres). The bird was seen 

and photographed by the birders on 8 February 

at Macaroni Bay. Four days later Vonica had 

another sighting of this individual at East Cape. 

This is the 13th record of a Ruddy Turnstone on 

Marion Island since 1987. These waders are 

mainly summer visitors to southern Africa from 

the Northern Hemisphere, although some 

individuals overwinter in the region.

TEXT BY FRANK VENTER

TEXT BY DANIËL KOTZÉ

AGULHAS II

The Department of Environmental 

Affairs has announced the preliminary 

dates that the SA Agulhas II head south 

íƶȉ Ƌ"ȉĜƶƖ ěȡŴ"Ɩ|̃ȡ ̤̟nd relief voyage. 

The ship will depart from the V&A 

Waterfront in Cape Town on the 9th of 

April 2015 and should reach Marion on 

the 13th. The return voyage is 

scheduled to start on the 10 th of May, 

reaching Cape Town on 15 May if all 

goes well. If you have a friend or family 

member on the island, be sure to be at 

°"ȡȺ ǹĜ±ȉ Ⱥƶ ʞ±Ŵlƶƌ± b"lŦ ȺĊ± ̄ȉ±| Ⱥ"ʬĜ̅ 

and her passengers.

D AT E S  C O N F I R M E D

VAGRANT RUDDY TURNSTONE
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TEXT BY DANIËL KOTZÉ

M71 BUFFS
ARE HERE!
Protecting our scalps against 

sunburn and keeping our 

island manes under control, the 

humble Buff® has been a 

Marion staple for years. We are 

very excited to announce that 

our very own M71 Buff® is 

currently in production! The 

design contains the names of 

team members, as well as 

incorporating elements from 

everyday life on Marion. We 

would like to extend our 

gratitude to the guys from 

Adventure Inc. for the 

sponsorship. Go and check out

www.adventureinc.co.za. M71 

would also like to thank the 

incredibly talented Jennifer 

Moodie for her effort with this 

unique and personal design. 

We cannot wait to take delivery 

of these special Buffs® . 



ThePhoto Gallery
COMPILED BY DANIËL KOTZÉ

February Frames
Bringing the summer season to a peak, February provided ample sunny days 
˷"Ɩ| ȡǺ±lȺ"lɔŴ"ȉ ȡɔƖȡ±Ⱥȡ˸ Ⱥƶ Ŧ±±Ǻ Ƌ̤̞̃ȡ ȡĊɔȺȺ±ȉȡ lŴĜlŦĜƖô˱ ĉ±ȉ± "ȉ± " í±ʞ 
favourites.

After a long walk from Watertunnel- to Mixed Pickle hut, Vonica, Liezland I were awarded 
with this beautiful sunset. Only to realize that these Wandering Albatrosses were enjoying 
ĜȺ ±ʘ±Ɩ ƌƶȉ±˱ !íȺ±ȉ "ŴŴ ì±bȉɔ"ȉʲ Ĝȡ ȺĊ± ƌƶƖȺĊ ƶí Ŵƶʘ±˲˱

Alexis Osborne

Sunset Kiss

How?Canon EOS 350D; 1/1000 sec; f9; ISO 400.
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