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LO-ASSISTANTS INVOLVED IN THE CAT-PROGRAM THIS IS
INCE THEY WORK MOSTLY AT NIGHT. SO0ON THEIR TACTICE
1L CHANBE FROM LONG HOURS_IN THE DARK TO EVEN LONGER HOURS
DAYL.I CHECKING THE AREAS ASSIGNED TO THEM FOR THOSE
UNWELCOME EXOTIC FURRY FELINES. THEY (THE FIELD ASSISTANTS)
ARE DOING AN EXCELLENT JOB UNDER THE MOST ADVERSE CONDITIONS.
THEIR CALCULATED TARBET FOR THE YEAR HAS ALREADY EBEEN REACHED
TN AUGUGT. THE SESSION FOR SEFTEMBER WAS ONE OF THE LONBEST
S0 FAR. IT IS ND JOKE TO SFEND 4 WEEKS WITH A PARTNER IN THE
CRAMFED CONDITIONS OF THE OUTLYING HUTS, WORKING AT NIGHT AT
THE MERCY OF THE SUEBANTARCTIC WEATHER AND CONSTANT TORTURE OF
THE TERRAIN. SUFERFICIAL ATTEMFTS AT BATHING ARE UNDERTAKEN
ABOUT ONCE A WEEK, IF AT ALL. ALTHOUGBH COOKING IS RELATIVELY
PRIMITIVE, SOME GUYS HAVE SUCCEEDED IR FRODUCING MARVELLOUS
TREATS. A DAILY CHAT ON THE RADIC TO MAINTAIN LONTACT WITH -
HME BASE STATION AND INTERSPERSED VISITORS FROM DTHER TEAM
MEMBERS ARE THE ONLY CONTACT WITH OTHER PEOPLE. TAFTER A
SESSINN, YOU EITHER END UF LIKING YOUR FARTNER OR HATING

FOR NOT ACCEPTING HIM FOR WHAT HE 1S, °

SOUARE-KILOMETER ISLAND ENCIRCLES 4 HIGH FPEARS, OF

- PRESTIDENT SWART FEAE (1230 M) IS8 THE HIGHEST.

‘4 AND THE PLATEAUX BETWEEN THEM ARE COVERED IN
NOW AND ICE. THE WINTER SNOWLINE -STARTS AT ABOUT

rERE ABOVE SEA LEVEL. GREY LAVA RIDGES AND FLATEAUX

D DOWM RADIALLY TO THE COAST. BETWEEN THE RIDGES ARE

5 4nND PLAINE MADE UP OF RAGBED-SURFACED (BLATK LAVA

WD FILES OF SHARF BLACK ROCES. THESE WERE FORMED BY

T ERUFPTIONS FROM THE EVER FPRESENT SMALLER, RED,

L VOLCANDS. THE LAST ERUPTION DCCURRED IN 1980. THE

& OF THE ISLAND I8 ENHANCED BY THE ABSENCE OF TREES

RUES. THE ONLY VEGETATION 1S .MOSS, FERNS AND GRASE, ALL

OF WHICH GROW LESS THAN 10 CENTIMETERS HIGH. THE BRASS 18

CONFINED TO THE WET COASTAL FLAINS. THE FERNS ARE PRIMARILY
CONFI TO THE DLDER LAVA. MOSSEZ ARE CONFINED TQ THE GREY

LAYA RIDBES. THE VEGETATION DIMINISHES WITH ALTITUDE.
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N HUTS ARE SFACED AT BETWEEN 1 HOUR
HOURE . WALKING AROUND THE ISLAND. & FI
MUT TO HUT, CAN WALK AROLIND THE TSLAND
oI5 DIVIDED INTO 5 WORKING-ARE
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VALLEYS. PROMINENT FEATLRE
SING VOLDANDS AND A VERY NOTORIDUS
_OWING DOWN FROM THE HISHER MOUNTAIL!
V6 . CHRISTO AND KONSAD COVERED T i
IS_AND AND TRAVELLED EETWEEN 3 HUTS T COASTLINE OF THLE
ZA I8 VERY RUGGED AND COASTAL PLAINS ARE ABSENT. VERY hIGH
"3, ON WHICH S0OTY AND SREVHEADED ALBATRUOSSES BAREED,
SEFERATE THE COAST FROM THE ESCARPMENT. THIS AREA IS
URTH E DIVIDED INTO 2 PARTS BY THE MOST NOTORIGUS
_ANDSCAFE ON THE. ISLAND — SANTA ROSA VALLEY. IT 1S A VALLEY
OF RELATIVE YDUNG, UNVEBETATED LAVA WHICH FLOWED FROM A
UOLCANG DOMINATING A WIDE VALLEY. GUOTING FEOM AN OFFICIAL
FAFER WRITTEN ON THE BEOLOBY OF MARICN ISLAND: ‘DO NOT EVER
CROGS SANTA ROSA VALLEY IN A HURRY OR IN BAD WEATHER OR YOU
COULD FIND YOURSELF IN DIFFICULTIES’. THAT SPEAKS FOR ITSELF,
AGILE FOOTWORK 1S COMFULSORY — A FALL COULD MEAN SERIDUS
INJURY. ALBERT AND DELMAINE COVERED THE WESTERN PARTS OF THE
ISLAND AND 'HAD 2 HUTS AT THEIR DISFOSAL. TO MOST OF THE
ISLANDERS, THIS IS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL AREA. IT 1S
CHARACTERIZED BY WIDE COASTAL FLAINS CUT OFF FROM THE HIGHER
PLATEAUX BY STEEF INCLINES AND IMPREGNABELE CLIFFS. THE
FLAINS ARE REGULARLY INTERSECTED BY LAVA FLOWS REACHING 70 -
THE SEA. ONE OF THE PROMINENT FEATURES IS ‘HAALKOFFIE' - THE
SITE OF THE MOST RECENT VOLCANIC ACTIVITIES. DEON AMD PAUL
WORKED FROM 2 HUTS AND COVERED THE NCORTH-EASTERN FART OF THE
ISLAND. THE TERRAIN CONSISTS MOSTLY OF FODRLY VEGSETATED LevA
REACHING TO THE ©EA AND 1S EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO NAVIGATE.
COASTAL FLAINS ARE ABSENT. . ONE HUT IN THIS AREA I8
FURTHERMDRE THE ONLY ONE DN THE ISLAND NOT ON CR CLOSE TD SEA
LEVEL. BEINS ON THE EASTERN SIDE OF THE [SLAND, THE &REA
ALS0 SUFFERS FROM THE PREVAILING WESTERLY WINDS. DENSE FOG IS
THE MOST UNPLEASANT CHARACTERISTIC OF THIE AREA. INHAEITANTS
OF THE HUT MAY BE TRAFFED FOR DAYS ON END DURING SPELLS OF
S(EEY WEATHER.  IN SUCH WEATHER, ANYDME WANDERING FROM THE
WILL GET LOST IN THE MAZE OF LAVA WITHIN A FEW MINUTES.

0D

THE SESSION AWAY FROM BASE ENDED ON THE 23RD 0OF SEPTEMEER.

A FEESTIVE SOSATIE-BRAAI OM THE EVENING OF THE 247TH wAS

. THOROUGHLY ENJOYED BY ALL. ANDRE BOTHA, ANDRE FOURIE, FIET
AND DELMAINE USED THE TERRIFID WEATHER TO ABSEIL FROM SOME OF
HE HIGHER CLIFFS WITH ROFPE AND HARMNASS. THEY CaME BACK WITH
EXCELLENT FOTOS AND EXHILARATING STORIES.
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T'C TEMFC OF WERK ON THE E"YCFTlrl. 51
INCAEASED DRAMATICALLY. ANDRE Fuqqlc, , SEENT 9
DAYS WALKING AROUND THE ISLAND LOCOKING FOR Wth AIDDEN NESTS
OF GIANT PETRELG.. THESE BIRDS NEST IN VESETATED LAVA AND
THEREFORE HE HAD TO CRISS-CROSS BETWEEM THE SEA AND THE
EGCARFMENT TO RING  HE OCCUPANTS OF THE NESTS. LUCKILY HE
FOUND AN ENTHUSIASTIC AND MUCH AFPRECIATED ASSISTANT IN CUR
MEDIC; BRUCE LLAWSON. BRUCE IS & HEEN- PIRD-WATDHR
IDENTIFIED AND FOINTED CUT RARE BIADS WHICH WGLLL
HAVE GONE UNNOTICED. HEND 1K AND FRANDCIS, THE
50 CALLED “SEALERS", STARTED QUNNTNB HR0C
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ICATIONS AMD HASE BES!
LIC AND VICE VEREA
THE REFUBLIC REGULARLY AND THAT
HEIR LETTERS AND MESSAGES. THE WEATRHE
ﬁbHI*IT DIRECT RADIO CONTACT WITH THE nE?UBLIL.
RADIO MECHANIC, HAS GIVEN UF TRYING TO FI)X OUR TV. ﬁh ﬂ;Hﬁ”JF
T OnM 13 SERPT SUFFLIED HIM WITH NECESSARY SPARES FOR THE
CATPROGRAM TO CONTINUE, BUT ﬁ;ﬂs AND WEEF., IT DID NOT INZLUDE
THE SFAREE NEEDED TO REPARE THE TVW. SINCE THEN, SERARD,
JALAUES AND BRUCE LEFT THE BASE STATION FUR A ThIF AROUNDT THE
b : ISLAND. DANIE, JACRUES AND GERHARD, THE 3 METEOROLOGICAL
3 OBSERVERS, ARE TRYING THEIR BEST 170 ACCOMMODATE OUR DESIRE
FOR GOOD WEATHER. THEY SFEND LONG AND DIFFICULT ROURS AT
THEIR COMPUTERS TRACKING THE MOTIONS AND FAHENOMENA IN TRE
UFPER ATMOSPHERE. WHENM NOT ON DUTY, JACQUES AND BERHARD ARE
; : EITHER IMPROVING THEIR PHYSICAL AFPPEARANCE IM THE GYMMASIUM
gy o OR FHOTOGRAPHING EVERY BREATHING MEMEER OF THE ANIMAL KINGDOM
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IN THE VICINITY OF THE BASE STATION. THE TECHNMIGUES NEEDED 7O
= ; : . DEVELOF THE FILM PROVED TOO MUCH FOR JACEUES. 3 FILMS WERE

: 2 . SFPOILED BEFORE HE REALISED HE HAD THE CHEMICALS MIXED

& : WRONG.

WEATHER DATA FOR SEFTEMBER:

»

i AVERAGE FRESSURE 1008.9 HFA

g AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 4.5 DEGREES CENTIGRADE

i LOWEST MINIMUM TEMP —-2.2 DEGREES CENTIGRADE (0L/09/70)
HIGHEST MINIMUM TEMP 7.0 DEGREES CENTIGRADE (22/09/90)
LOWEST MINIMUM WITH WIND FACTOR
(AANVUOELBARE TEMP) =24.0 DEGREES CENTIGRADE (I1/0%/50)
HIBHEST MAXIMUM TEMF 13.7 DEGREES CENTIGRADE (27/09/90)
LOWEST MAXIMUM TEMP : 1.6 DEGREEE CENTIGRADE (239/0%/501
HIGHEST WIND GUST S 115 KM/H (17/69/70)

' AaVERAGE HUMIDITY 81 PERCENT

SUNSHINE PER DAY 3.2 HOURS
TOTAL RAINFALL 172.9 MM

AVERAGE SEA TEMPERATURE 4.5 DEGREES CENTIGRADE

WEATHER DATA SUFFLIED BY DANIE FERREIRA
. MNEWSLETTER BY HENDRIK FANSEGROUW
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