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Christmas on Gough Island

Good day family and friends back in’my motherland

| hope that everyone is doing well and had a wonderful Christmas and new year. | want to wish everyone a
wonderful and prosperous new year. | hope that your hopes and dreams come true this 2014.

News form Gough Island: Julian Grace
| had a wonderful December on Gough Island. We celebrated the birthday of Christ our Lord and we said
goodbye to 2013 and hello to 2014,a year full of opportunities. We also had to wave our great leader goodbye.

Former president of S.A. Mr Nelson Mandela.

The Gough 59 team took pictures on Madiba funeral day to show respect

r

| went of with Bani to weigh penguin pups. It was a brilliant experience for me. | have never had the opportunity to
witness penguins like | did that day. Here is a few pictures of that day
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On Christmas day we had a wonderful Christmas lunch.
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A Metkassie Nightst itt— Tulian

The nightshift is different from the dayshift. During the day we do hourly synops whereas during the night we only
do the synop every three hours. The night shift starts at 1800Z (20n00SAST). This is when | do my first synop of
the night. | will monitor the weather during the period until the next synop which is at 2100Z (23h00SAST). The
upper air follows at 2300Z (01hOOSAST). | go outside and do a observation for my upper air. | then make my way
to the upper air room, where | will proceed to do my upper air ascent. The upper ascent usually takes between an
hour to two hours. | will monitor the upper until it is done and then send the data to Pretoria where they use it for
forecasts. At 0000Z (02h00SAST) ,| do my second to last synop before | knock off. At 0300Z (0500SAST) | do
my final synop for the nightshift and than | am off to bed. This is how a typical night shift is on Gough Island
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Remove it £eom the oven

Add battecies and let it f‘e.si‘ outside — T e
in the coo\ air to optain aps Lix.

\|
T eﬂ\ebaﬁ;nwﬁ'h Ao and TosS:
Decorate the balfoon ¢ autside ar
the fully rested cadiosonde. Tauk_\ﬁotﬂ fo CiSe
Proceed indoor's To the monitoring PC and
monitor the progress.

Tt it Lails to cise or i cadio sonde goes
silent; phone Pretoria weather ofFice to
get permission to do ancthec bateh.

Aftec about 120 minutes You should have
j’are.sh batceh of steaming hot Upper-—air
ta.

Page 7 of 9

| #s h ‘flnf,'nj - 59th Gough Expedition)
g 4 Made with Inkscape

‘ December 2013




Zememéerfnﬂ

The month of December was a mournful time for everyone around the world. | believe we at Gough island
shared those mournful moments with every South African and people around the globe.

On the day of the 5th until the 16th of December we as a team memorize every event which lead to our freedom
as a nation from apartheid. The flag was on halfmast until the 17th of December 2013. The Gough 59 picture
included is our tribute to this event. This picture is an indication of reconciliation and unity amongst all races.

We are a rainbow nation.
Bless the Lord.

A Message of hope from the G59 Teamleader.
-Steven Wellman

X

Neloon Re: (M

18 July 1918 — 5 Decentber 2073
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December 2013

1023.1 hPa
1012.6 hPa
1008.8 hPa
999.7 hPa
991.6 hPa
@ Temperature
Maximum 228 °C
Average Maximum 18.0 °C
Average 147 °C
Average Minimum 11.4 °C
Minimum 8.6 °C
Humidity
Maximum 95 %
Average 77 %
Minimum 28 %
s S
wing
Maximum Gust 36.8 m/s
(132 km/h)
@ Rainfall
Total 138.0 mm
Highest in 24 hrs 29.8 mm
Total days with rain 21 days
Total days >1mm rain 16 days
- Sunshine
Total hours of sunshine 183 hrs

Weather data compiled by Julian Grace

Gough 59 team members:
Bani van der Merwe - Field Assist. (dep. Teamleader)

Ben Dilley - Field Assistant
Delia Davies - Field Assistant
Johan Hoffman - Radiotech
Julian Grace - Snr. Meteorologist
Pathiswa Kedama - Meteorologist
Fanie "Steven" Wellman - Diesel Mech (Teamleader)
Zach Bokaba - Medic
Zanele Mngomezulu - Meteorologist
Gerard de Jong - Radiotech (G58)

Jan Bradley - Field Assistant (Sagina Project)

Series of the Month:

G \QTIE

A Special thank you to our sponsors.
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