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Dearest friends, family and sponsors

On the 1st ofMay:

136RI 8a WiAdt &aKALI | NNA@S
163RIF&a WOGAftft /LIS ¢26Yy
240days on island

On the 14 of the month we had some visitors (somethiigkK | & R2 S&ay QG KI LISy @SN
to see some new faces, have a few laughs and had to opportunity to entertain our guests with a truly
South African braai and hospitality.

Most of us also start to spend some more time in the gym (particutarithe treadmill) to prepare for
our big challenge to run the Comrades Marathon on tffeoR June. In the next Bunting, you will be able
02 6KSGKSNI 6SQ0S | OKAS@SR 2dzNJ 321 G2 O2YLX SGS

It is almost time to start ordering equipment, fd@nd other supplies for the team that will follow us up
andtake2 @S NJ I NN y3SYSyda NS Ay GKS YIRSX

Talk to you soon again!

al NAf SGGS 9 &l | LI ¢

‘WE CARPROIECT of THE MONTH

On the ' of Apiil it wasWorkers Day
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

3Mayc¢ I YYAS 9Ya oal NRfSGGSQa Fdzyido
21May¢! YYS1S oal NAftSGiSQa O2dzaAaAy0
26 Mayc¢ NI OA S éfaandyh f SGGSQ

28Mayc+ SN} oal N} Qad &aA&aGSND

30Mayc[ 8YY 6/ KNRA&Q& | dzyiieo

A couple of firstos fo

4 May ¢ 1% movie festiva
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Here for the Month of May
Featuring: New Zealand, English and Irish films

Grand openingThe screening ofheRingE { ! b! 9Q&a S
Antarctic Short film competition 2012 (Gerard@andalj presented by
Gerardhimself!

Saturday 4' of May: Lord of the Rings; The Fellowship of the Ring

- starting at 8pm, intermission from 9:3M45
- speciality of the nightChocolate ice cream Sundaes

Sunday 8 ofMayY ¢ KS YAy3IQ |{ LJ

- starting at 8pm
- speciality of the mght: Amarula pancakes

Saturday 11 of May: Lord of the Rings; The Two Towers

- starting 8pm, intermission at 9:3®:45
- speciality of the nighttced coffees

Sunday 12 of May: Boy

- starting 8pm
- speciality of the nightsteamed pudding

Saturday 18 of May : Lord of the Ririgs; The Return of the King

- starting 8pm, intermission at 9:3@:45
- speciality of the nightGough Island ice cream Sundae

Sunday 19 of May: Billy Elliot

- starting 8pm
- speciality of the nightCake

Saturday 28 of MayY. { A 2 ¥ S Q &o ;USfiRishdd\Basiness

- starting 8pm
- speciality of the night Giant chocolate chip cookies

Sunday 28 of May: The Guard
- starting 8pm

- speciality of the nightiMartini & Koeksisters
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A WORD FROM THE FI ELD AS

Are we now Zoekeepers?

By: Chris and &fra

Setting up the

big Aviary!

Once again it is time to write monthly reports and an article or. two for the Gough Bunting. Life this past
month has taken some drastic changes for Chris and me. At the end of April we started building and
setting up &iaries to housévoorhens.

Above: Chris and Mara using the Tadie sticks!!We will not tell you how many m of mesh we twizzled!!!
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As you all will know by now, Gough is plagued by mice. These house mice are thought to have jumped
ship some200 years ago and have since become a lot bigger than the house mouse you have at home.
All mice are opportunistic carnivores, meaning that they will eat eggs and live chicks if they have the
chance. Here on Gough there is a food shortage for the micetbeewinter months and so they turn

on the birds, and most traumatising for us humans is to see them eat their way through one of the
62N RQa Y2a0G o0SIdziATdzAz FyR aLISOALFf O0ANRa&a GKS ¢N

Left: GDA26 Right GDA55

This year Chris and | are recording footage of these mice attacks and hoping to shed some light on what
eventually kills these chicks.

Going through the footage is horrendous, seeing the images as latadnis, stands, shakes and tries to
0AGS (4KS YAOS GKIFG FNB afz2gfe SFHiAy3d GKSANI gl &
FaGadr Ol GKS NdzYLd 2F GKS OKAOl® tNRolofé o0SOIdzas
soeven when turning franticly in circles the mice just hold on and continue to eat. This will continue all
night, exhausting the chick, who then sleeps all day.

Left: nest GDC53 Right: nest HMC60
TR 73
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¢tKS YAOS R2yQl 2dzad SI4G FftoldNRaa OKAOlA odzi @K
and possibly also on some summer breeders, though to a lesser extent. In New Zealand, mice, rats and
mustalids (stoats, ferretg)lso eat native birds. Because the birds there have evolved over thousands of
years without mammalian predators and have little or no defence against these recent immigrants. It is
the same here on Gough, even though a chick will react to the pain angepcunsettled the parent

will just stand there. The parents understand that something is wrong and wants to brood the chick, but
this just immobilises the chick and the mice come in and eat the chick while the parent broods it.
Brooding'is a defence th#éte Tristan Albatross have learnt to protect their chicks from Skua and Giant

Petrel attacks, who will try to attack from the air.
A ‘ F e

Left: A mather with her recently dead chick nest HMC79, Right: Mara setting up a motion sensing camera

The loss of so marlyirds every year is why there is a big interest to try and work towards eradicating
mice on Gough Island, this has been achieved on other Islands in the world. A lot of research has been
done on island eradications especially in New Zealand where manyenhitids are restricted to
mammal free offshore islands. But mice are extremely hard to eradicate from a large and wild island
such as Gough, where the mice live from the mountain tops all the way down to the boulders lining the
coasts. A lot of planningnd trials have to be conducted first.

An eradication of mice means a poison drop on the whole of Gough Island and so species such as the
Gough Island Moorhens whose diet includes scavenging on carcases, will have to be safe guarded in
captivity. Most isons can kill through secondary poisoning, so a poisoned mouse carcass has the
potential to kill a Moorhen.

Left: Bluebell a juvenile in Aviary A, Middle: RosRight: Zetaboth females in Aviary C.
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So this is why Chris and | now have Moorhens in i@gidinis winter. We are hoping to find out what size
aviary, sex ratio and age and stocking density best suits the Moorhens. These birds are wild and very
territorial in nature so are not well suited to confined shared space. We will let you all knowHsyw t

are going next month. Though the mouse eradication is some years away, what we learn now will help
keeping Moorhens when it does happen. Naturally all the Moorhens are named, and have shown us
that they have very distinct characters!

We wish you alé brilliant southern mielvinter Yuletide next month or a very joyous longest day for you
lucky northerners!

With love Chris and Mara
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A map of Gough Island!!!

Chris and | wanted to share with you all this fantastic map of Gough Islanecestly received from
our friend Kit (6yrs old from the Yorkshire Dales, UK)

Thank you so much Kit!!! We love it! We especially like how you remembered that some of the terns
breed inland while most breed along the coast, and the waterfall and the bridi@sts on the
Rockhoppers!!!

Big hugs to you and your family from Gough 58!!!
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A Visit from the Outside by chris

2SS R2y QG 3SG | ¢K2tS 20 2F QAaAl2NR G2 D2dzaK L
islands in the world. Pkaps 2013 has been an unusual year though, when in February we had not only
the familiar fishing shigdinburgh but the Canadian vessgbrlandetat anchor in Transvaal Bay.

And now came a visit to make 2013 a very memorable year, a visitfi®RSS James Clark Rasg of

GKS . NAGAAK ! yiFINOGAO {dzNBSeQa (g2 NBaSINOK aka
swears he spotted her on the evening of"Iday. However we think he either saw tMarie Celester

had drunk toamuch coffee.

We all awoke on the morning of 13ay to see theRosoming fast from the south, though perhaps

we were unprepared for how much she looked like our belo8adAgulhall which stirred up memories

of home. ThdRosds on the sea for much a@fie year, mostly in the deep south, and she was lately come
from a brief respite in Port Stanley, the Falkland Islands. Her mission was an oceanic survey backed by
the Darwin Initiative and Pew Environmental and she positively bristled with scientigs &alearn all

they could from the ocean floor on their voyage.
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