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The "Corm onaant Chf..rcot" , coIT .. ondcd by Cap.i.. toino de Vaisscau 
Ilux Douguct nd rr.unncd by voluntc r nnv tl err.··, lc.:rt Brest on 
20th Soryt 1'!1b r, 1949 to mnkc fl nocond 'lttc.rrpt to ostublish a 
.intcrin~ bnso ! ~orro Adclic . 

orr 1.ho Woot .... fI'.i.can Coost , •. ndr I -Paul .turtin , the Gt.Cond­
in- co io.nd o1' the ox·%d1 tion, d.foa. ..iuducnly of u ccr·t.bral 
haci ior1·h l.~c, on 21st Octobc.r . 

'fho ship c .11ad 1 t Dukur·, C·.nc '.1'0·111 , :.ur•b.:i.n, nnd !.1clbo1 1rnc , 
1ho c. the. vc.;:rncl t..r •ivcd on lot Doc..,m1t..i' . 'fllC .. t\11..r.ty- cight 
hurkios pr" .. viounl~· l .... ndou. .1t ... L.>ournc.. ~r. 1.irch 1949 1cru tnlr::c.n 
on bo i .. ' i · , ·.nc .... 't r r.lr.or rt...p irr, the. v1...g~01 Gl.ilc.d f'or 
Hob rt , T 19 ..r1 • ., to co::.1 ct 250 t.m o ctorcc u.1d heavy oquip­
...... n t lc.;ft th .. c.. at th.., 1..n of th<.. 9rc..v~o\..G -=o ,..;on . 

Thu c;xpc.u tion l t Hobart on 21 Dc.c ... nl er 19496 t 10 oxtc,nsivE.. 
belts o · p cl- icl. \,c 1 ... cncou..'11.tcrt.d south 0.1' lat . 64 S . wid slow 
proi.;russ / s me.do in bud 1oath0r. Or. 17th .Tt..nuury Piorrc Vidhm.d, 
th<.. pilot of tho xoc.dt tion ' o S'tir.n n onopl me. , dire vorod a 
channel thr u h the n ck ice. n..'1.d on 18th .J'llu ry the voo c.l rt-u.ched 
tho co st ... ~orl'C; •. dolic.; ·.t c .. p de lu Dlc11uv<..rtc, (lat . 66 46 '8., 
lor.c. 141 3::; -u . ) 

On 20th Jonunry, 2950, ox::;.ctly 110 Y~ .r .. Llftur the di'lC"very 
of TE..rre •• dol!c. by Dun nt d ' Urvillc. , 1 .nd in· npornti ns b• gun ·.t 
11 Pc.1rt .. nrt ... n" , S'"'P.lC.. 25 :ilil-:;~ VTunt 1f thl. hut ccupiud by the 
~ .. ustrr.;.l'"''lirm 11ntarctic ::xpod it i,..,n in 1911-12 . On 8 Fobrunry the 
" Ccru 1 ind n t Chu·c,lt" 'li't<..r layin dop t,.. ·.t P intu 0'1"'1,..,gie nnd 
Comr1nnwar"Ll th hy, bc. • .n the h"' .... r.1·J j urncy • 

... 'hu \tintoI'in ..... p• rty c '~"i'1tcd l :-

.. . .r' . Lict'lrd, Le dc.r 
,. • .I • .u 'U~ n, ~ r.,toorolC' ·i ·i 
'R . Gr .; , :ir .. lc..'."n opcr tnr 
.. . .. . II .rdc;rc, ir lcs .. opt<rnt ~r 

.' rrctt , s(,,:ni r .ircll.J opc.r"tor 
• • • P". ·c ... , ~ .. elm i c i , 
R. P ior, Tr r.G C'rt o • jcor ..; nh t ·r ph r 
!Jr . S ··) -fr~ , t ., .c.J c l "l ic ,.. u-d biolo ,ist 
F . • .. u , ·.y 1"'n ·r :P'L,r . 
Y. · l lc. t c. , Su!"' ... r . 

F . I . Lo c . o .c co .. p ~ f- r • .., o of tc 1 ,.ustr" lim 
0bsc.rv r 'or !'lo voy'l,"C. . 

~h, "Co M. r.a3l'.t Cih'11·cot" . .r.pc.ri • c. ::;o 1.. if'i iculty in 
m kin· :- ,tu'! BJ. c, t .. rou r .. t .... p ck ic , but Hob rt ... , .... s 
r~ ch d on 23r F' .. bru'lr, • h(, v s ol 1 tor v ·1 t d Ilc.:J d€. 
Kor ui...lc i , Ile. de S 1 t - P ul "wl i Ilt. .J' ::;t0 r·tl 1., 'md :L'O'.Chvd B1·ost 
on 10th .June,, 1950 . 
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pr test .lro~dy rn' do . H •• .i . ,mb .so d:;r in &".Ilti'1g h"d , lso 
pr.>tostcd .g inut tho vEJtn.blishm~mt :1f the, Chili .n b,.sc in 
?.radis~ Hn.rbJu~ . 

ITE.i 10 . ':'rip rti to ~.srovm1.,;nt Jn 1·~v'l.l ,.ctivi tics in tho 
Knt retie • 

.11.t the Ch irrr.rn' s invi t~.ti.:m I.1lss iuistcc roe .llcd thr.t in 
J nu'lry r.na 1avornbor, 194), accl"'.r .ti Jns hn,d boon m:.du by tho 
.rti•gontinic.n s Chili·"'Jl ru~d :Jni tod KingdJm G0vornmonts affirming 
tlloir intunti..m t) use n m_,ru thun the customary numbi.:r of 
\11'.l'Ships in W"'.tcrs sout.1 f L .ti tudc 60..,S . f:>r th~ rcmr.indcr of 
tho 19l.i9 60"'8 n ·nd f r thu SG'lB)ll 19L19/50. On t1WCilbCl' 20th, 1950 
this docl .r ati Jn l~-.a b .un rcnl;\JOd 1 'r tho ocno m 1950/51. rass .,nstcc 
a.dclad thr t the nu 1bvr r \111rshipu u.Jcd by the; Chili •me nnd 
•. rgcn t ini •ino in thei r .l\JC1.;11t JP"-1".ti .... no \1r.o no gro·\tor then i n 
previ )UU yon.rEl c.nd did 11.)t c )ilsti tutu c. braach 0f the clccloration . 
ITEr: 11 . Sc"tt ~ul·.r i~ ... t.c~ rch Instl tutc . 

Tho Ch irm .n sc.id tl1::-.t th ... C )t, li tt(.c h'1d bci'.:>x·u it two p~ pc rs 
do'lling with 1urthur c1nt1~ibutiJns t1 the Institute f1·:im tho Nc'il 
Zc' 1 nd "".nd o utn .. fricnn 3'w1...rnmunts . In ... ,Jdi ti.)n thu C'Jnnni ttcc 
sh >Ula lm m th .t th .... ustr'llir 1 G0vur:11mont h~d m:1dc. '". further 
c~ntributiJn ~f ~~ . 5v0 fJ~ 3 y~'lru nd thnt the C"l.n"di ns h9d ~lsJ 
m'1dc direct c:mtributi >!l"' frJm Defonce funds . 

1'.ir . \. irdio, s Ch•irm::..1 .Jf th" InGtitutCJ ' s C nnmittoo of 
Mn 1r.gumcnt, c.;xprossc:.o th\... Ins ti tutc:. 's .pprecictL.m vf the help 
~ffJrded by C m1unwc..:~.1th G vurnm-..nts . .tt c insider"tblc pr.Jp:>rtion 
,f tho Institute's funds r~.1\1 C'..IllO frJm this sJurcc ".nd thrmks to 
c ~rm. mwof'l.l th holp tho I11sti tut<J was .1.,t mly '\blc t, rnc;ot nJ1·nr.l 
c.xpcm1ituro but hnc1 in dditim n. b'l" ... ico which it wr.s oxponc1ing 
Jn thu cxpo..1sim Jf its r0ful'cncc. services . 

Spc"king f-,r thu c :m~i:;:inwcr.l th GovLirnmunts, Sir Coe 11 Dey 
oxp1· .sc.c.d his son so f thu vo;luo >f thu Ins ti tutu 1 o w .il'k . 

ob1,, r ts m ... nti ').1uei thnt thu Gwcrnor of the F.nlklr.nc1 
SJ c n tribut"''l t.:100 p"'r "'nnu11 t.:i tho Im; ti tu to . 

ITE?i 12 . T..:> t .ko n k J... thcr ".nors circul'.'l.tod sinco the 
l "st me ... tinl::!' . 

thu f Jll:>\ling pr.pars circulated 

P(49)~~, P(4))~5, P(50)5, P(51)9, P(51)10, P(50)2 c.nd P(51)1 . 

ITEM 1,2. /,ny Oth.::r Busim~ss . 

lllr . Wor1io th ikcd the Ch.-.irm·.n f.Jr presiding wcr the 
CJmmittcc:'o dulibur1ti .... ~s "nd c.xpr1Josud t;,J,,d wichos f.Jr his nc\7 
qppoin t. i.On t . 

The C "TI1i.1i ttuu t"l k nlc.a.~uru in rcc..>cinting i tsulf with 
Mr . Wordic 1 c r·.,,n·.rlrn . 

C rrur...)m;cclth Rel tins O~ficc . J 't June, 1951 . 
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The Cor.tr.11 ttce cxpr1;.;sscd its l CJC.n interest L1 th. c,xp~ui tion 
and. the hope that thu Admiro.l ty would agree to l'c.l ... asc thc 
officers for1ning thu rcconnaissancu • arty una that tho Air 
uini stry woul..:l ma .. c available .... :!.r trunsport for the i>arty . 

ITEM 7 . An ta retie J?laci.: NamJs dub-Co r .. ni tt(,o . 

Thv Chairmr:t.i1 referred to tho 1i.1utc.o of the ~a. ... ~~ting of 
tho Anta1·ctic Place Hames Co .. i tt ... c (circulat-d unc:tcr covur of 
P(50)15) a.1d said that after iscue ion with tho Departments 
conccrnca ho had ruled that the Sc.crvtury of tho A.P . C. should 
continue his unofficial co - opcrc.1tion 0.1 pluc{.; .iar,;ing with tho 
Sc.cr ... tary of ;tho Advi soi·y CoTili'.li tteo on Aat .retie NameG to tho 
United States Boa1·d on '1eog1·-iphic .: mos . 

Tho Chairman drew the Co1:u1itt00 1 3 attention to tho 
recommcnaatlon malcJ at its lcwt mc.c.tin' tnut urgent stop£ should 
be taken to proviJo furthvr assistu.1cc. for ~r . oburts . He 
e xplained t hat thc.J who lo proc .... Ju.ro for plti.cc n ..... ning L1 the 
Antarct i c woo un:lcr ruvi .... w o.r1c. th t it VJ .. not possi blc, th~rctorc., 
to uct on the co .. 1ittcc ' s rcco.u.v•l '.ltivn for the time boing . 

The Com.111 ttuc c.xor\.SSccl its r.opr ... c i..Ation of thv .ork of 
Dr . Roberts Wld his assisti:.11t Li su Thomes in conpiling, analysing 
nnd rocomm ... n~ing pluc .... nr~s . 

ITEM 8 . FaU::lnnd Islands Dupunc1uncicG Sur\rcy . 

Tho Chairman , on bchulf of the Com. i ttc...J, expressed his 
appreciation of tho ltindncss of thu Coloni&l Office in molcing 
'lVnilublo for ciz·cul ation to no.nbui·s copius of the Govc1·nor of 
tho Fel kland I sl'lndo ' periodic r ... ports . Ho '.lso Jrcw the 
Corruaitt .... e ' s r,tt"'ntion to tho cxcc.llu.11t r. i>S o .. Grt.h'\mL""n ... now 
publ ish~d nd rupr\.,;conting the tirst .L .. 'uits of tho Survcy ' s wor!':: . 

~ r . Bctl.Ile;tt referred briefly to the orlc of the J.i' . I.D . S . 
since the last Polur meeting ·md · ent on to ~~eAk of the future 
scale of operations . 

At prescmt 4 b ses were occupioo and wc1•e;. onp; ftOd principally 
in metoorol o•ic .. l work . Hith()rto the.. F . I.D . S . t'l!ld bcon fin'l!lced 
n~inly from loc~l funds d"'rivc..d from the t x on wh le. oil . In 
f"cu of the incroriood Arg ..... 1ti.1i .n :..nd Chili on °cti vi tics 1 t was 
now noccss•ry to iacr"'~s0 tho nu~ ur o~ bEs~~ in order to 
rc'lintr.in our sovoroi~ty t.nd 'th... dditionrl cost \70Uld be met 
from Impcri l re.venues . .t'l ~o f 0r th1.. CJJ in~ eons on h .. d not yet 
be.en 'lyprovuu but they would i1.clud'-' thv m'lintcnm1cu .Jf tho 
0xisting 4 br.SQS c.nd the. opcnin~ of ~ 0th~rs . The ~ new bases 
'~ould probc.bly bo • t Port Loe •. roy .11J rt 1.0 "" y . The. l'1ttcr 
w uld be n. sludging bnsc for w rk on thu M'linlru.d . 

ITEH 9 . 9nilinn nnd Argc.1ti.11c. Activitiu.., in thv Antn1•ctic . 

tiiss Anstac s<:id th.-..t in l:J, l thc,ru Grc 5 Ar _.c..1tininn '"~d 
2 Chili'Ul brsos in thu .Antarctic . ,.1 1 ... A .. 'Tv.1tir.i _1 be.sos war(.. flt 
DccuptiJn B .y ·.ncl Lr~urici I..ilt .lfJ, icl tl.v 11 .. lch1':1r Iolr.nds . The 
Chili'lll b"l.aus i .... rv on Grut..1nich 1 l ;.lt.i .... "~t C'.pc. Lc..g upil. In 
Fobruary 19 1 thi... Master oi th(. 11

,- h. isc.J0 11 uisc vorud n. Chili .n 
'.U\1 ~n Art',~ itini n b .. 6- in p r d1 (. 1"r .JUL' rn'] duli.vvro1 l c~.1 
pr.>tcsts . 8ubsc.1u"'ntly tho Ar ... 1.ti i1..-.,1 J.wcrnm0nt .n 1-.>uncc.d the 
crnt'1.blishmll lt of br so in 1.i• r~ori tu h"Y . H. 1. Amo Su d.:>r in 
Buon.:is nirc.;a hri.d fvrm lly y1· Jtu..,tcd ·.inst tnc C.Bt blishmcmt ')f 
the 2 ncm Argvntin~ n b cs . Tho Ar,..,ur.ti.w G"Vurnmont 
subscqu ... ntly ~iuunci..;d th(.. L•ti up ..J! .... b'"so .t Punt". PrJ'1 . 
This b Ge tur:1"'d rnt t ... b"' t l .t i c v"'rud by the "J hr.. Bise JO" 
in P"r"'dieo fi"r-b ur t'\nd \ • c, thorc:.1 ru, cJvcn· .. d by tht.i di pl m'" tic 

/pr tust 
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F . I.~ . fun c •. m c,moitiJ.1 th .t hi p rty L1clu "' tr"L11.1d 
gc1l"I 'ist nd 1 vxpJrL .. ncc i ri unt 1n<:. .... r . It n..,t JoJt lmJ:r .. 
. hl.. thur .. r . C rsc \I.Jul l b. ·.ulc. t l ult 11 tn nJi ti ... .is . Thl-

GCil..nt ... ! ic rt... ult· f th. CXJ..urllt1 1 1 .., / rk c:;u mr .i. ... 
·.v·il blc t.J thu C l,ni~l 01ficl. nJ F . I . D • .;J . cit..11ti ts w uld 
nsoist in tho n .lysis .Jf the. ... xpc11 ti 'c cicntific 

bsc.irv .ti..,n • 

ITEM 4 . Fr .... nch Exoudi ti n t the .. nt"l.rctic lJ49/50 . 

Dr . R b ,rts monti..m .... a th .t 10 mL 1 h l pl..nt thr., \Jintcr ·f 
1950 in Tt..rro ,.de lie.. u.1clcr ,.l1dl'u Li >tr.:t'd . H1.. hnd rc.ccivc,d 11 
lcttur "fr1m i . Li 'tnrd , ·:1hich ho ro·.J t'} tho C"lllll ittc..o, in which 
tho l: tto1• 8 .id tll' t he h"rl h..,) • uUCCCEJ"'fUl ycn.r in cpl tu Jf 
c ntir.u ;uoly bacl v10nthc1· . rhl- b'.su c·~mp \7r.s ... ir1.1ly o .... t~blished 
Jn r:.iclc ·.nJ it h .<1 'b"" .. n p 1otii'bl~ t, c JVl.:I' tt.u bro'. ith Jf tne 

'B'r1..11C h BOC t 'r \1 it l slei.lt; iHg p rti .... G . 

Tho "C 1r1'"ll'1·.nt C i11•c. t" s-=dluli . in .. Jr th-: .• ntt.rctic in 
Oct 1bL..I' 1)'10 \ ith . rulil..t pru•ty J.L 17 1nu . ..i . This p'.rty W.)Uld 
rv1. in in ':'1..rrc. ..... (;lie; undc1· Licutcn .nt B"r1·0 ".11'l i; uld hci.vc as 
ite J:)l'incil:"lal rcscc..rch t~<.JKS, i nJ...,phe r ic \7'ri. , tcrl'ostriE.l 
ri., .wti• rr., .trr.J.>phcr1c ")ptics, sciar.: 1. y Jlj .. utc "ll'.)logy . 
Dr . L O\?C t 1..lb urnl,; :Jnivuruity, ih > \7 .. ustr'".li .n obs1.1rvcr 
'ir.. b > rd the "C 1 .~n.lrmt Gh·.rcJt" l,..st yu .r, h d j 1incd the 
uinturinrr ~~rty s Fl'ciJlJ ist . 

Dr . .Kob<.rtc dr ... w tho c ~Til•ni tt ... e ' s • ttc.nti M t"J the draft law 
t .blc·l in thl. Fronch N ..... tl, nnl ~,1.;1.,c.1. ly 11 7th 1'1.Y, 1951, 
tr· 1E i'l-1•1•inH the c ... ministrt.til.~11 J1 .11 4'r ... nch aub-~.nte.rctic 
nnl •• nt.rctic torrit rics fr in rv'l.'lp;.scnr t-- P'1ris . H0 added 
th .t it. sc.c.:t:io:i unliiwly that the .. Gou1.1tly \1vuld find time to 
tliscuso this law bc.f.JI'C the ;uac \,;lccti ms . 

ITEM 5. Oxf 1ra and c·~ .. 1".;)rid -..... :F;xpudi ti n to :,vnlb .rd, 1951. 

.. 1mir'll Day sri.id th' t D . S. H. F . C ~1.tnittt:ti t.nd thu admirnlty 
hc.J ppr.Jvod the Eixpoui ti J.1 1 s plru.s . 'l'hc; oxpodi ti on wJuld sai l 
f Jr l:iv .l"b· r<.l in .:inc v ... H. r, . surVl-Y ohips '1t the.. onc1 Jf June 1951 
ri.;turnii'i. in s .... pt0l'!lbor . It .. i 1ulc.. c mr...iot ,f 12 mc..nbors under the 
11.. dc.ruhip of ..... e;. r .... . Rrrtag nncl .rl1.~Hl . Thu survuy ship woulc1 
c~rry mt JCC'!n> r·pbic '".n 1 hydr gr'1.p'11c re~o .rch rm_. R. N. and 
R •• b rt .... crv\ Y! ul t· .•. t; P' ::.~t in thC; \ ">I'k Jf the. uxp ....... i tion . 

I '.l'E , 6 • 

• r . r lie.. ri.i tt.r.t c . ,.. .. 1 or Sinps 'n ' s pl ns h'ld bcun 
'lppr I/(.; i hy thu I 1Y"l S ci\,ity .n l by tho D. S . R •• C.J wni tt .. w ".nd 
I .. d tl.u ..iupp...>rt H tn" .1.. lY .1 Gi... l' pl.ic l u c ioty . BrJ" clly, the 
Lite. .... ti n w .s thr t l"UC .m i£3"J1CC '"'"'!JC. i ti •· f 4 ..>fficors 
uh ll, t l.. fl ~. in urin - uly uU nv br .... ught JUt ,...g~in, 
'".ls by 'ir, 6 wo .. rn l·.t .. • Th ... r •• -.i11 CJXT>OJi ti n, . \,intoring 
p .rty, w uld c 'nc:. in r y .. 1 the. u1 ....... r r 195'-" . The 
rec nn \illu .. 1c~ vxpodi ti.n w~.u ~ .... ou.1ti .. 1 in rdor t.J oisc vcr tho 
be.st .rc.'1 ir m \ hich P'-'rr.ti mi.:. c ul .. 'be; iUl 1Cl't kun . 
In li cussi m 1 t W"S p inted mt th'l.t thv •. t.1 dr lty h .U. .1. >t yc;t 
•. -r .... l.r:i t > r ,lur . .,o the 4 ffico1·s i ri..inf the.. r .... c nm iSS".ncc 
P" ty n 1 th t if G ,nctiJn f ... r thuir i·olCJ oc.. W'IS .1. t ... ot'.lincd 
.... h .rtly it • ul. bl. t J lr.tc f ur thu .... xpcdi ti m t bu m.:untcd 
thiG yu«ir . Tl .. u •• ir 1 .. ini tl' ' '11th ur•h 1ill1"1P, t rulur SC. 
dun url .nd .. lyih b ,nt t, trr-.n p rt thu 11 .rty, h".1 n t yet 
rec iivea cont irm" tion that it woul l l c i·o uirc.;d and were unl ikely 
to holl opun thwir o .oP itldvLinitwly . 

/The 
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thu C ~mi ttoc w~o, i n f"ct, cul~br.tin it 2lnt birthdr.y . 

~ho Ch'"!ir1 ~ rufLrr~d t thu do~th Jf 1 r . Linc ln :lls: r th . 
Hu su ostcd th .... t , ltn u ~h s · m.crot C > .. i ttoc the p ,l'"lr 
c .. 1i t tuo c ,uld n Jt p .Gu .tlY r:i .. os eiw f oy1.1p thy t t.r . Zllsw >rth I s 
rol• ti vos, it t .ight wish th", t .. rcfurcmca sh.Jul1 be. m"dc in th"' 
mii1uttJs t 1 to oc.nso )f the lJss t .. nt,.,rctic ... xpl r· ti 1n c"uscc 
by 1.:r . Ell.,wJrth ' s derth . The. C r.i..ittco l eterJ tho Chr.irn~.n ' s 
sugg..:sti m . 

I1'EH 2 . N~rvicginn-Bri tiuh- .. ;1--:1,;dich ,.nt".l'L:tic Exncdi ti.Jn , 

Dr . H'">borts g•wc r.n ".cc rnnt :.if his vioi t t-:i tlnudhoim dur i ni; 
the pnst .. ntrrctic su1m1cl' . Th1.: ·;1intvring pc.rty Jf 16 men (fr.;m 
r{ l"'i1r.y, Sweden, .. ustl"'.li::i, C'"il .d". "'nd tbv United Kingd,m) h·id been 
cm·ryinp; 1ut rin c:xtromcly succuustul pl' >qrnrrimo if rcso".rch ond 
oxpl irn ti .m in the f •1c<-- ;)f c ~11sic1, . 1•11blo dif ficul tics . The b'isC 
•w:s built n fl 1r.ting shelf ic-.i, s >r111,; l::>O 111ilos clistcmt fr0m the 
nu'tl'Cot rJclc .rntc1• p . It v1.-..s :Parh pc:. th,, m..wt uninturcsting p l ncc 
in ~Jhich t.; live th .t c uld p rnsibl~l bl. 1 und . Du1·ing th~ -.·1intcr 
tho living q_u rt ... re wuro cJecply bu1•iC;d in sn m .nd vontil'1tif1r. v1c.s 
tho mnin pr lbl'-.:i . c .mtinu • .:vl cf1 n·t ."\s ruquiruu t1 kcc.p ".ll 
r •utinc Jbscrvnti i1rn r ing · .• lJ l'.c1... 't fru sh r.ir nd c.'hylight 
tcndu1 t C'"USO np•thy . 

Dr . R >borts \Jent n t LP'-' l~ thu lvss ns in running f'J1 
intcn•national expedi tioi1 to be loarrn.:d ( rom the cxpe1·icnces gained 
at , uu1hoim. His improssio.1 was, t mt apurt from some very real 
language difficultibS witJ consoqu nt increased risk of 
miuundcrstu.'lding, there did not scu1~ to havu br.c.11 any more fri c tion 
than is usual in a nations1l Polu.r u,,..pe;d.i tion of comparable s i ze . 
Hu felt that tho uxpvdi tio11 hud fll"OVlJd th t the O\•or-riding factor 
was the Sl.luction of the ri~ht ty1>c o .. men . .,lthough there would 
be nutu1·ully certain di ui.;r(.;ncva of opinion apparon t at the 
planning stugv of un intvrnation&l cx~odition auc to the natural 
dosir~ of oucl1 nation to play o. 1.1a ior po.1·t, thc.su aiffarcnc0s 
would not rc. - appot.r once the cJ;;pcdi ti.on had sailc..d . One uifficu l ty 
Y!i th un i11 t(;rnational c.xpc..di ti on was thu t of spending the availabl e 
funds rcully vconomicr lly, as n1uch mon1..;y \ ould hav<. to go on 
compromises . On bal&.nc~ Jr . ~obc..rts felt th t tha disadvuntagus 
of n'ltionul rivnlr·y wcru out 11... i nud by thu i:.:dvantagus of the 
poolinc:; of kno\11 ..... dgu ild r..:courcos . 

Looking turthor • .. hurids Dr . Robc.rts snio th t h ... bolil.;vcd tho.t 
vie should support in t ... r.i 1tio 1 .l . xpudi tions \1hc.:n the. oppo1·tuni ty 
occurrod but in th<.. im.nc.di to 1. ..itur·..i th .. morv c..ft icit.nt dcvclop­
munt \JoulJ bu a ::vrie;s ot co11cu.•r'"'at (\ll 1 b ... tt ... r co- ordina tcd 
notion l oxp U tions c:;:c. l i.. obs ... rvc..rs o.nd &cicatiats one with 
a.1othur . DL" • I<ob-.rts Tv.Lurrud to th ... pruSCMCO of com.'TlOmiC.O.lth 
p ... rso!lllol in th1... t1 ... udh1,.;im uxl'ccl1 tio.11 .. ad p'..lid tribute.; to the 
s ... rvicos of the South .fricr.n ovc.r.un1,;.1t in o.rr .. 1ging radio-
coffil1lU.11ic .tio."l viu Co.pl.. 'i'o'm . In co 1clusion he men tionod thut th-. 
o1 t ic-.re ot the South .. fric l r ... tuorologic l S.Jl'V ice hc.d expr essed 
to him their hi["h opinio~ of the. v..,luc of thu ,.ntarctic stati ons 
rnd usp ..... cinlly of the upper "'.ir obourvations fi·om Mt udhoim . 

I TL?:. 3 . l11L . V. D. Cr r sc ' s ExptJdi tion to South Guorgi·1. 

Mr. Bennett oxplnin~a th~t this oxp~11tion 1 to bo mount~a i n 
th ... coming .1ntr retie summer , \.!ls priv .tuly 0rg•misod but hnd 
rocvi vod tho sr~1ctio.1 of thu Coloni l Od ice ri.n~ of tnc Gov'"'rno r 
of th~ F'lklnnd Isln.nds . ?r . C•,r;Jv 1 S intc..ntivn \Jr!S to ccu·1·y ou t u 
proliminr.ry rcc,.,nr. issnncu ... o rt o the loa kn.:>wn s'Juth- \1cstc1n 
cv .st by .• tcr , prob "tly in .h"',Lin comp .... ny ' s ship, nncl thon to 
explore it by l 'U1d . H~ h'"o bu1..;n v1lvrud r gr·.1.nt of £500 from 

/l"' .I.D • 



I SECRET 

,;, ?( 51 )lot ?lootiug 

POLl.R corn I TT:X:: 

t •. inutos of ..... mc.otimz of thu P lr.r C H:tni ttoc held 
nt tho Commonuo~lth Rolntions Oftico nt 3 n . m. on 
Frid~y, lst June, 1951 . 

PRESENT: 

Ur. J . J .s . Garno1·, 
(Chair.:nn) 

Miss L . J •.. nstoc, 

Dr . B . li . Ribcrts, 

Roo.r-,,dmir".l ~· . Dr.y, 

C .m1mrmdcr G. P . .. dnms, 

C.mm"<ndcr R .. \ . Fell, 

Wing-C ... r.11 .. "ndc.r !T . G. 
!J'lCf'1rl .... .nc, 

Hr . J . S . Bennett, 

Mt· . 

Ur . J . i . • fl iruic, 

Mr . J . G. :I::'tlstc.n.d, 

Ur. T • Hl. \7 i ts n , 

Sir Cocil n.-,y, 

Lr . ~ . Pri tchr;rd, 

Lr . 1 • • H. R~ccl, 
( ...,c;c rutr.ry) 

C.~~Jn~G~lth Roleti~ns Office . 

Forc.ign Office . 

Fore 1111 Off 1 co, 
Rc:.sonrch Dcpartmc.it . 

,,dmirr.l ty . 

11.dmi r".l ty . 

JJint Plnnning Staff, 
1:iniotl'y of Defonce . 

4 . i r J in 1 s try • 

Col·.mi~l Office . 

Uinistry Jf ,,gricul turc 
"11Cl t?ishorics . 

R.:>ynl Ge Jgrl'i">hicr,1 S..>cioty . 

Cnnnd'l • 

.. ustrnlin . 

South 1,fric ' . 

New Zcr;lr.na . 

<J.Jll1lnonwori.1 tn .rtolr·. ti Jns Office . 

Common~cnlth Rolntions Office . 

11p•l)gios w1.:ro r.::cuiv1.,;d frJmMr . Br1.:rneht,m, i.dmir"lty, £'nd 
rr . Pr1secr, t inistry Jf Ci•1il i.vic.tl m, \7h we.re u11"'blc t > '1tt1.;r.d . 

IIT.U l. ..,tr.t-..1fll.;nt by Ch irm.'ln . 

The ChnirmWl oxprossca his rcgrot ,.,t h ving t:'l resign fr..>1n 
tho Chnirmmship ;i his up~ int icnt us Uni tad h.ingd m Deputy High 
C >lliii.issi mer in 1iow Delhi . Mr. 1~ . Pri tch .rd ..-. ulj succoc.:d him ".6 
Ch irr.r.n . ,.lth'lugh· thG CJ1~.ittcc h d not ••. ut .s froqul.!ntly in th ... 
p11st tw.:> yonri;; ac it h~d f r1101·ly d')no, h1.. fc l t th t it h-.d 
novcrtholcss pl1\yod .- V'1lu'"'.1:ilc p rt by fu1wti ming en ,.. ucdium 
f r tho circul"ti in )f J,><;purs, 'U1d in pr lVicli1lf"' o c">nvcnicnt link 
bc.:twcc.:n rll th.Jso ffi)St cl1s .... ly c 11noctcd \11th P>l'1r nff'1irs . 

'l'ho Chr:irmr~-i mc.n ti nc..d th t tho intordcp~rtr.ica tr.l c Jmmi ttcc 
SOt Up t"l atuJy 1;..lt'"'.rctic Cj_UGGti >.l .. h d .L r1 ~11y t'J•Oll th"' nr~O 
".c',1'1.r C m.ittcc. 11 in Fcbru ... r.v, 1';)30 . ',ith tho prcsont 11lC.c;ting 

/the 



WHhcball l]ll 

Ext. 

Your rcfcrcn'" 

- ----- - ~-- -

COMMONWEA i.TH RELATIONS OFflCE 

DOWN ING STREET : I TTI::E 

Plcuo: quote In reply: F • 2872/13 
1.0NDON S.W, a :' Jl'.r c Jmr.11 ttoo held 

na Oftic~ ~t 3 n . m. on 

I 

1)-th June, 1951 . 

; 

At the l aet Polar Committee 
meeting Brian Roberts referred 
t o the druft law tabled in the 
French National h ssembly on 
7th May, 1951, which will 
transfer the u dministrution of 
all French sub- Antarctic and 
Antarctic territories from 
Madagascar to Paris. I am 
enclosing a copy of the draft 
law. 

'r. HE' /ITSON , ES<.l . , 
S0U~h AFHICA HOUSE. 

Ur . T . Hcrni ts in, 

uir Cecil DC1y, 

Lr . h . .i?ri tchc.rd , 

f,r . ..-. • II . Rccj, 
(..,ccrct,...ry) 

C)~~.n~c~lth RolotiJns Offi ce . 

For .... 1gn Offico . 

Foroin:n Offico, 
Rcscnrc h Dcp'lrtmc.1 t . 

.dmirr.l ty . 

.dmir-:1 ty . 

TJ1nt Plllllning Stnff , 
1:inistry of Defence • 

. ir inie try . 

:ol:miol Office . 

finis try Jf •. gricul turc 
".nl!I Fisheries . 

c.n'.ld: . • 

ustrcli'1 . 

Sou th 1.fric • 

New Zee.lend . 

G:Jmmonwor:lth Rol .ti.ms Office . 

C::m: r10nwoc.l th Rolr.tions Office . 

" p.:.>l>gioa w.Jro rccuiLd fr.>m Mr . Br•ught1.m, ~,dmir-:lty , nnd 
l:r . Pr 166Cr, t.,inietry :>f Civil 1.vintl 'Il, \7h W<;r;.; UU"blc t > ~ttcnd . 

The Chnirmr .. 'l cxpross(;t. his regret --.t h• vinp; t"" rosipn fr:>n 
tho Chnir:nmship .n his upp !.ntr1 ... 11t na Uni tc:.d hingd m Deputy High 
C1m1.issi:mor in ~ww D1,;lhi. r.r . lL Pritch ird '\! iulj succeed hi m "lS 
Oh .iI·r.1 .n . ..1th ,ugh' the C 'm.~1 ttuc had nl'lt n ..... t .s f1•oqu...:ntly in tho 
p11st tw..> ycnrs as 1 t n-:d f '.L'r.101·ly d mo, he fol t th t it h"ld 
no1Tc1·tholoeie plr,ycd vrilu".blc p11rt by ftmcti ming f'S r. 1.1cdium 
f r the Cil'C't:ll~ti m if 1'r..flCI'S, r.nd in prwidiag 'l C"IlVCnicnt lin!~ 
bctwc{.:n r 11 th-::>sc; mJst cl)s...,ly c .mcctod with P il"l.r '1ff'1irs . 

'l'ho Ch"l.irnrn mcntlan0a thrt the ir.tu1 1'-fl'1rtmci1.tr.l c >mmi ttcc 
sot up t ... study Jult"'.rctic qu1...&ti )!15 ha .l ... i .. lly trl~cn th ... Il"'ilC 
11

.c> Jlr.r C;rrL.ittoc. 11 ir. Fcbru .ry, l,30 . \ ith thu prcsunt .1.ucting 

/tho 
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20th Juno, 1951. 

olgr Committee 

An your cirmte P •• 102/2 of the 29th J!ay unfortunately 
only r abed WJ on the 2nd June , c wore unable to ke use 
of the terial contained in it ond the anncxure ot tho 

olor Co itt e oting hi.ch took plac on tho let Juno. 

!l:hc ~ of the tninutce of the inter-depart ntnl 
etlllB held on the 'rd il conta.inc cuch that cieht be of 

int root to the o~ Cocnittee ond e vc therefore sent a 
copy of tho docucent ~o the corotary for circulation ca a 
olar Co tt c docucent. e bcve also r 1sed, qui.to info.l'J!lSlly, 

the question of the continu.cnco of the enthcr station oet 
up at audh im by the omegltm-Britioh- dieh Antarctic 
Expcdi tio.n. 

I enclose copieo of the cinutca of tho ottng of 
tho 1 t JUne, together 1th tho under-~entioned doCUr.lonto: 

P(51)9 - enrd Ieland and the oDonald Iel rule 

P(51)10 - J&irion ond Tinoa rd Ieloude 

P(5l)ll - French Antarctic edition 1949-50. 

P(51)12 - Place n o in tho .Antarctic. 

(51) lot • eting - Ac ndn 

I al o enclose a copy of tho dr~t 1 t bled in 
th r nch tiO?ltll c bly on the 7th , l 51, hich 
il1 trar. fer the ad.c1niatrat1on of al1 Fr nch eulrantarctic 

and antorctio territorieo fro d car to 1 • Thia 
dr ft l 18 entioned under 1te 4 o the mnutcs. 

owlt or. 

Political u er terry. 

TH/AG -



SECRE I 

P {;1 )1 Rt J:eeting (.rur:r 1dmcnt 1 ) ~ ~ 

~ E·lf. ~ - :J ~,J, 
POLAR CC I" \,E ~~ ~ 

i-aJ,. .;t~·;;A?"1_ rune i951 
."ne l ollor•ino; run ndme>nts . l1oul J. b m de to the · ' • 

t inutcs of' the Meotint; ot the ,ouwi tt c r uld on 
1st June 1951• 

I'l'El 3 

Pa. .,.e 3 line 2 aft(,r ""eoloc...ist" incc;rt ', a 1u.-:tli1'it;d 
su1•veyor" 

Page 3 line 3 delete .,<.mt nee 0(' rinninf "l'hc ocic:ntific 
i•ueul tG •••• ' und insert n(J,, e,ent~nct.J 11 i l' . Curse wo.c ulAo 
be inc sked to make the sch;ntif'ic i·osul ts of his 
expedition's v:ork tvail~ble to th<. Uolonial Of:ficc in 
return for the asoiota.ncc of'fcrcd". 

I i'El~ 8 

Page 4 line 16 in"'crt "Detailt.d" befo1·e "Plans". 

Pu""c 4 linl,; 19 ticl te "probubly ' . 

COMMONWEALTH !'ELAllONS omc;t 2?J N1951 

P(-s!Jl2 - Place ?l ee in the .Antarctic. 

P(5l) lat eting - Aeendil 

lnfortunatoly 
lDke use 
the 
Jun • 

1par~ntol 
pit be of 
1e cent e 
IZ1 as a 
IC ini'omally, 
on oet 
ire tic 

ing of 
cnta: 

lands 

I al o enclose a cow of the draft l t bled in 
the h nch ati0?1nl c bly on tho 7th , 1951, hich 
ill tra.n for the ad.oiniotr tion of oll French eub-antarctic 

ond antarctic territories fro d car to nri • Thie 
draft law is ntioned wider ite 4 of t rri.Jr.itcs. 

Hewlt o 

Political u cretory. 

TH/AG -
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ANITEXURE II A II 

A. I consider that suitabl patch~s for growing 
vv·etablcs could bv found close to thv 'vtcorolo ical Station. 
~ho main considurations would b~ -

Accessibility from livin~ quarters: 
Locality shultwred frol"'I hip;h \ ' inuo: 
Vegutable gard.n to h wu northern aspuc.:t. 

D. Thor~ is very little truv ooil on the Islanu . Even 
in vcrt ico.l b1nlw 2 to 3 feet hi~h of FrGBhwatcr Strocm 
Material whicl1 loolrnd likt. soil pr·ovcc.'.l. to be fibrous peaty 
material . Owing to the continuouc J1i["h rninfall an:'.l. water­
rctaining ~ropcrties of p~aty matcrinl, even comparatively 
steep slopLB arc sodden, but if th surface v~sctation is 
clc...e.1· rl aw: y in more gently slopin · urE:.ns !lnd sMll furrows 
nar...e to take nway stunti.in..; \1ater· I hriv, no doubt that vegetables 
could bv "'ror·r. succe;ssfully . ThL usu of a ;ricul tural 
clrainugc. pip s mr.y also bc:. us ful in this connect ion . 

C. In two places ab~inst stuur slop~s not very far from 
the r ctc:orolop;ical Station I o.ctuul::.y c .... n across som"' firm 
clayey soil . The extent of t is soil npp~arc1 to be small 
but mar intc...nsive inspection \·oul..i cone ivnbly st~ow up 
suffic i nt of this material to mal~ t ri·ncing practicable . 
Terro.c ... slvp~s should bi..; prot1..c+ u l with ~r11ss' and moss indit{enous 
to the island ~1hich prevent. erosion vvn a ·'linst very stec.p 
slopes or ridges. 

D. On many of the rid.1ca on1 lmolls .:;ravel of scoriacl-ous 
rock , which often looks very much 11~c. pumice cna is partly 
d~corr.poscd, in mixed with soil nn1 p nty m~terio.l . Such ar0as 
t.rc usually firm and it miqht b, quite posuibl"' to grow crops 
in them . 'rhcy urc generally r· nuon'ibly le. vcl and in some 
cases protucted from winds to n cvrt1in Lxtcnt by higher 
01itcrops . 

E. I do not r~comn:-nu attempts to ~rqin l,vcl bog~y 
01•cas . The high anti continuous l';linf 11, rt.:tc:.ntivu nature of 
material and complutc lack or any f.:.rn n.tc..rial for a 
considerable depth would makt. nny • uch orlc very difficult to 
c~rry out und probably cause it to bu n failure . Nor is 
lnri.;c seal ... terr<J.cing cons.:.d.rvd to b1.,; ju::>tificd nt this stage. 

It is recor:unendc thnt vXLuriJ1K.;ntal patnches as 
outlined in B, C and D abov~ shoulJ b t cklc1 first under th6 
carv of a full tim~ eA-ncriLnc ·urdon r for onu tour durin· 
summ..:r. This will indicat~ tht,; pot nti litil-S before embnr!cing 
on considerabl~ terracing or lrnin ·~\Ork ~nd I an convinced 
that it will prove that n v ri ty of y _ ,u'"'l lc.;s c~n be grown 
on th... island . 

F . It may bt. possiblr..; that willows, poplnrs 01· oth(.r 
w .tor-loving trc ... s may be <..stablish~ l in uindbrvaks r ound the 
vc.getable patches . v·hethcr such t1·"' s \1111 be able to with­
stand th~ tcrri~ic winds is doubtful, but it is considered 
to be: wol'.'th trying . 

J , P . Kritl. 
L:NnINF..ER . 

C1\.PE TO'NN 
29th .turch, 1951 . 



12 . Vlhi te Foxes: 

1n vie.\ of th( fact th t thl.i albotross tn p nguins 
comu to th ... isl md to breeJ ::.nl inci 11t lly proviJ w .lcome 
fresh m~at and that their ;~s nnl youn· nr tot lly unpro­
tect don the ·roun, th~ meeting flt t +if' \"hit f'oxta 
\'ore. introduc :i on the islanl thc;y \ 1oul atroy thr.;s bir s. 

1j. Renorts from Other Isl·n~s. 

It n1s ri. ·rcr.; l tr.at it woul. b o.uvnntng ous t'or the 
Union Ucv .... r·nm nt to o")tain re;ports o i horticu~tur..,, v.f'forosta­
tion, livl,;stoclc, u tc . fro.TT. the. autho •it.:.cs in c:i..'H'[!c of tho 
Frilklancl Islamls and the South Shutlan l 'Isl ntls \'here 
conditions appoar to b~ simil~r to ttosc on arion Islqnd. 

1L~. Scientific Investir.:n tions: 

Before uny scilntific invcotiT'ltions cou:::..d bu conductt:d 
to explore the nritur·ul ri.;;sourcos of the isli:tnd , it was a15reed, 
n "Proper topo~r phicnl surv .... y ot' the island. should be un lcr -
taken . Cleoln ·ic'll, hydro~r l:ihic, soil emu other necessary 
surv ...,ys shoulc.. follov, . 

It was consiJ.crcd reo.so•mbl1... to "'xpc.;ct officials 
conductin._, scientific investigations nn survuys to be I'esident 
on the island on 12-monthly r~lic..fs . It i~ht becom~ nuccssary 
to increase sli3htly the accommodation on tht. island to 
providu for th0M. 

15. Transnort: 

It was clear that without suitable transport, th"' 
Govurnrr.~nt Houle.. b~ haniic1pp C! in all ito t..1'forts to develop 
the islan:l . Frir;ntvs are VfJry u pensive to run, co ting 
about .d 0 an hou1· in fuvl alone.., an , i'urthc rmor , a 'c.; not 
sui tab:!.u 1'01· carrying cargo or pass .n ·uz·a. 

It was concluded that t1·ansport l'l Ill irl Men ts could 
best be met by the provision 01' a srnn:a c:ir.ri:o vcssE:.l with 
pnu en~vt' ~ccoI"!Moc.1ation and of sui'fici1...nt onuu1•ance to enable 
hur to ma'~u the 2 , 400 mil<.. ocean jour·ney nd to lie off' the 
island for th ... nccE;ssury perioc1 .. 

The view was exprvss.., i that the Go·r1.. 1·nmont Mi "';ht 
consich .. r purchasin~ such c. vt:.:ss .... l c.nJ nnn.1in • it \ ith naval 
pursonncl 11nd emplo., in,; it on nnval Jut i s ~ h~n it \718 not 
en •aJ"-' on I'wlLf York .:'Ol' th.., isl n'i . 
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7. Farming: 

(a) Horticulture 

A report was hnndcd in by n En in er in the 
Department of Irri3 tion, r~g r in th condition 
of soil on the islanQ, the drainng position and 
the possibility of iro.1in; v-..ec.,tRblcs . This 
report is attached as n.nn€;xure J-., 

The meet in, was informed th it exp riments y,·urc in 
progress on the ~rowing of vcgctaol~s in cold 
f ames emu so far w re proving that certain 
vegetablos coill b .... groi.m 

It was su..; ;i.:stud that it might b worth while to 
erect a grec.nhousc for this purpose . It Vias 
decided, however, to tt,st fUlly the cold frame 
method first. 

(b) Livl-stock: 

It was reporte1.l that th1.; sh ep sent to the islanJ. 
in 1949, ~;hich m~rt. a cross be. t\ n a Dorset shire 
and a Gvrman Merino haC. doLc fnirly well . The pigs 
were doin~ \ c.11. Fowls \/ouL. do well if' they were 
properly hous~~ and ·ivcn l~yin~ meal. 

8. Afforestation. 

It was stat tl that the Du part .. t.nt of Transport was 
in touch rlith the Departn.ent of For stry r r.nrding the most 
suitable trees for plnnti~ on th~ islnnJ. A report from 
the offic .... r in chorgo of the isl"'n l was r .... nd to the effect that, 
of the tre s plantt.:d in Hovumbc.r, 1950, the Pinus Pinaster an.1 
Cypressus Iawonsonian wcru Lro> ing strongly. It was 
co:::lsidcr J that wh .... n it is cstablish .... c.1 \"'h1ch trees grow best, 
thcau should be planted extensively as wind brcalrn . 

9. Resident Farmer: 

It was consid~rcd that an oxp ri nc d o~ficinl from 
the Department of Agricultur~ shoul1 be st1tioncd on the island 
to conduct farmin~ expcrim nts in horticulture, livestock, 
poultry, affor .... station, etc . 

10. Fishing: 

It would appear that fish c n b caught only on the 
out1,;r c l'""C of the .wl barriur . It ·mo considered that 
advanta c shoul b takon of the n.xt visit of the frigate to 
test the f iohin..,. pos iblitics in th vicinity of the island 

11 . 'ea-elephant Oil Industry: 

It was consi1~r~1 that a c .... nouu 
thu number of seu-el~phants on Ma~ion n 
Th c~nsus on the lattur island coul4 b 
comi11J i• .... lief ship . It woulu of cours 
uati atv as time would bu limited. 

s1ould be taken of 
rincc Edward Islands. 

t ..... n by the forth-
b~ a very rou~hw 

From info\-Mation supplied by tho official of the 
Departmc~ of Tro.nsport who had be n stationed on th0 island, 
it would se rn, on 'f:\.rst si ht, that th· 1)01ulation is far too 
small to warrant the cstablishm nt of n oil industry th~re . 

I 12. 



~~----::==~-----------------------------------------,­, ._ 

7. FarminP": 

(a) Horticulturt 

r . roport uas hand<::l in by n Engineer in the 
Department of IrriJ tion, r~gnr inr the coniition 
of soil on the islan~, the. drain:.;gc. position anu 
tho possibility of grm1in, v .... gc..tnblc;.s . This 
report is nttc...chcd a::i .... nnc.:xure;; ;... , 

Tht: mc.ut in. vms inforr1ed thnt exp rimcnts y,·..,re in 
p1·ogress on the t:ro·l·in~ of v .... gctable;s in cold 
f':.•ame s an l so far r:c re proving that certn in 
vegetables coul be grown 

It was sug {Csted that it Might be.. wor·th while to 
e r ect a gr .... cnhouse for t~la purpose . It was 
decided, however, to tt.at fully the cold frame 
mcthoc1 first. 

(b) Liv stock: 

It was rt;portuJ. that th1; ohcop ocnt to the iEiland 
in 1949, which were a cross but' c: n a Dorsetshi1·e 
and a Gvrman Merino haJ dono fairly well. The pigs 
were doin~ ' c.11. "<'owls uoull do well if they were 
properly housed an:.i · ivun 1 yin'; meal . 

8 . Afforestation: 

It was stnt1;;d that the ::Jc.party nt of Transport was 
in touch with the 'Departr..tJnt of For otry ru ''.3.rding the most 
suitable trees for ~lanti.n{; or. th 1.slnn.. A report from 
the offict;r in charge of the isl ·.1.1 wus i · ... nd to the effect that, 
of the tre s :_1lantcd in Hovur<bc..r, 1950, tho Pinus Pinaster anJ 
Cypressus Iawonsoniano. w~ ru •ro-.;in~ s tl·ongly. I t was 
co:isider .... J thut whc.n it is c;sta'blish1:.d. w'1.i.ch trees gr·ow best, 
thcsu should be r>lnnted cxtonsivuly as winc.l broalrn . 

9. Resid0nt Fnrrncr: 

It was considt;rCJ. thut an ox'!? •1·1 ncod official from 
the Dep.artmcnt of A~t· icul tm· sho·1Ll. b1.. station ... d on the island 
to conduct i'armin3 cx:;>crimLnts in horticult.uro , l ivcstoc'~, 
poultry, afforustation, etc . 

10. Fi shin!:'..": 

It would aprem• that fisn c n b caught only on the 
outer cd~c of thl> lc1..ln bal'rkr . It :an considered that 
advanta 'O should b~ t~lct n of the n xt visit of the frigate to 
tcst the fishinc pos iblities in the vicinity of th~ island 

11 . f:)f,a - nlenhant Oil Inlustrv: 

It was consii1..rl> that n c ... nsuo should be taken of 
th .... number of sea-el phants on Hdricn r:m rincc EdwarJ. IslanJs. 
n1 cE.nsus on the latter island. coul .. b t[ ..... n by the fortl" -
con:ir~ i•uli(.lf ship . It \,oulc.. of course bl. l.l ve r y rou ,,hw 
csti. nt~ as time woul:l be.. limitt d . 

Pron infcl:m·1tion supplil d by th ... of<>i cial of the 
Dcpo.rtM-:n.t of Tro.ns port who hod be n stnti \rn:Jd on tllt:: island, 
it would seen , on first sl~ht , that th~ ~o)ulation is fnr too 
ornall to warrant th~ cstabliahm~nt of .in 01::. intluot1·y th1..ru . 

I 12 . 



, 

> 
S~lt'..RY OF THE MINUTEJ Or' • N I?HER-DE~ .RTf :NT L 
MEi.TING nl'~LD ON THC 3RD APRIL, 1751 , TO co1;.,r!J~ 

THE DEVELOP'1F.NT OF 4J.RI01 ISLAND 

rl meeting of represcmtativeo of Union Government 
Dcpartmenta conc~rn~d \ ith tcrion IslanJ \aB convcn_J on 
the 3rd l.!Jril, 1351, to consiuur \;a3s .nd r ns of 1ev loping 
tho islunj. 

2 . It uua stated ut tht; outset ttiut thu 11inioti:;r of 
T1·r.m::ipor•t uus intorcstetl in the devcdo01 nt nna wiE>hes to 
cncour :;c married men and familks to liv ..... on the islaml so 
that the Department could draw on tho oldu• nnd mor·e mature 
personnel for duty there . Propel' rr.nrr·ierl quartc1·s would 
therefore have to be constructed . 

3 . An 0.1.':Cicio.l of tho Depurt11ent 01' 'J.'ransport who had 
been stationed the.•e, describL:,-. hi8 pl.r·sono.l experh.nces of 
the weather and livin · conJitions . He maJu sp{}cial mc.ntion 
of the follO\ ing: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

( (') 

( :f') 

There aru at pr~s~nt 7 buildings on the island built 
of wood and specially de .... ignad to withstand th~ 
windy weather . At proscnt 8 persons con be 
accomMod3tcd . There is u good landin~ stage, but 
no bout . 

The islnn~ is situatc.;u 1,200 mils S . J . E. of Port 
Elizqb~th and is on lutituJu 47o 

Clinute:;: Very \;in y ,·itt. ust3 somcti"'es 100 m.p l1 . 
1vera .~ raini'-:.11 95 inch.,,s p t· y~ 1r . Hm·Jly any 

evaporfltion, co!'lsf:' ucntly ext1·~r ..,ly \Wt . .~veragc 
sunshin .. in summer 7 hou1·s a lay, in winter 1 ham· 
u day. Coldest i,1y ' c s ? j. GOp. Ice bl. rtTS are 
occasionally st.en . ~hu col..l winuo ma~rn living 
conditions unpleasant . 

Touo ·rauhv: Snow-cover .. c.1 cont1•nl peak, 3,890 feet . 
Surf'acc of island cover\ cl with lay i· of' soggy 
vc -ct· tion uith no soil to i.;po ... Jc of, mr1kinu it 
1.ifficul t to \';allc ·i'iJou t . Isl nu ourrounJuc;. by 
flo9.tin.; Jc .111. 

It is tt.t.: intc.;ntion to instal hy ro-cluctric 
plo.nt an \·;o. tcrborn Bl.\ era : .. qt r in the year . 

Ther1;.. is pl nty of goo. cl n rinkin3 \"ntt.r on the 
islnn a.n1 no f'l i c3 . 

4. Relief Periojs: It uas consi.1c..rc.;'.'l that ti;;elve-
P.tor .. thly r .. licfs to thE; islan 1 v10ulJ b r asonnbh .. 

5. ¥.cconrr ountion: It ns conoic.1u1· .... u 
step, two dutacl.cll bune;,'8.lo.:s to ccconmo .. ~t 
b~ recto 'l. The buil..i~bu must b Jct· "h 
hazard . 

that. as a first 
two romilies shoul" 

on account of f irv 

6. Medical s~rvice3: It was n reua that a doctor should 
be stationed on the island if' 11 arr.on wt.:r to live thwru . The 
doctor could assist \:ith rout int.: r. 1.. t .01·olop;ical work in his 
spur tin .. . 

I 1 . 
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SECRET 

P( 51 )1t_,.. 
L 
>F.R 

,Previous Reference p(51)10 

Polar Committee 
~~ 

Marion Island ~ ·A. ~~ c..o-o ..... -o 

~ ,,(_~ I$'}"")• b(j 
~~MA,. p, tN• \ 

IO "I, 

The attached summary of the minutes of a 
Union of South Africa inter - departmental meeting to 
discuss the development of Marion Island is circulated 
for the information of the Committee by courtesy of 
the South African member. 

(Signeu) 

Commonwealth Relations Office, 

July, 1951 . 

A. H. REED 

SECRETARY 
Polar Committee 

·urnrient 
led on 
developing 

.stor of 
;hes to 
slam1 so 

'C mature 
' would 

·t who had 
i..;IlCCO Of' 

Ll mention 

LBland built 
md th ... 
i be 
3tage , but 

of Port 

3 100 m. p h . 
trdly any 

~verage 

,er 1 hour 
'IS are 
living 

5, 890 i'eet . 
sogP,y 
n6 it 

tlif:Cicult to vr l'{ n""uout . 161 m • OUl'l'OU!hA.eJ by 

(u) 

( i') 

floatin kul:p, 

It is thf.. intc~tion to in t l 
plant nn ... \; .tcrborn St.,. ra ~c, 

ThCI'L is :Dlcnty of i;SOOU. cl1;.. n 
islnnd and no flios . 

hy tro-cl ctric 
at r· in the yea1·. 

r inkin3 \"C te:.r on the 

4. Relief Pcrio1s: It uus consiJ.~rvi that twclve ­
mor ... thly rul1c ·s to thf.. islan woulJ b r1.. sonablc . 

5. J-1.ccorr" o ht ion: It \as consid~1,...,u that as a fir<>t 
step, two detached bun~alo;·;s to ncco11imo .at two familicn shouli:.. 
be ~rcctcd . The buil~ings must b d~tich~J on account of fir~ 
hazard . 

6 . f7c(.ical Services: It was ngrc.,d that a doctor should 
be stationed on the island j.f \ oITcm m .. r to live th1.:re. The 
doctor coula assist with routine r~t oro:o~5cal work in his 
spar t1ma. 

I 7 . 



Maudheim in principle, but would probably find it 
difficult to justify a United Kingdom contribution 
in money or material , ae they are at present putting 
considerable effort into meteorological arrangements 
in the Falkland Islands and 1 ts dependencies which 
would suffer if resources were diverted to Maudheim. 

I cannot find that the quest ion has be8'1 
considered by the Swedish or Norwegian Governments, 
or that it has at any time been suggested to other 
powers that the Station might be continued as an 
interna tional one with participation :from outside 
the Expedition. 

(_ 

monthly reli fa to the islan uouli b r ~son bl~ . 

g 

lt 

.. . 

5. 1.ccor'!I'olntion. It <is conoiu .... 1• ..... trat as a first 
step, two d€. tncne\1 bunl.'{ala s to nccc,1 o .. t t~·o raniliea shoulu 
b~ rect~d . The bui: ings Must b d~t·cheJ on nccount of fir 
hazard . 

6 . Mcdicnl Services : It \WO ngr e'-'J that a doctor should 
be stationed on the .i. sl11nd 1"' ;o c..n wor· to live th.1;.;r . The 
elector could a1:1sist with routine Lt ore.lo ical \tork in his 
spul' tim . 

I 7. 



WHI tdull 1J1i 
[·xt.: 

Your rd'trcnct: 

COMMONWEALTH H.ELA'l IONS 01: fICE 

DOWNING STREET 
Lng 

Pltw: q110lc In rl"J'IY : [- :;.. 8 7cf} 3 f LONDON s.w. I 

16th August, 1951 . 
) 

y (.~ l\w l c.:;... ,, 
In your letter 19/88/2 of 19th June you asked if ld 

there were any likelihood of the temporary Weather 
S~ntion set up at Maudheirn by the NorNegian - British - )n 
Swedish .Antar ctic Expedition being continued on a 
permanent basis. We also discussed the matter on the 
telephone when I promised to make some further iilt 
enquiries. I am sorry to have taken ao long to do so, 
but the people concerned have proved rather elusive. 

it 
The position seems to be that the National 

Committees are not anxious to continue ' the Maudheim 
Station partly because of administrative difficulties 
and partly because they feel th.at the work produced 
by the Station should be first analysed before a 
decision were taken to continue it. The party at ) h . 
Maudheim is due to be relieved in January 1952 , and if r 
it were to be replaced quite a lot of money would have ce 
to be spent on new buildings and material , and a new 1r 
team would have to be sent . I understand that the 
evaluation of the work already done at Maudheim would 
take perhaps two years. \ ... .:.t 

From the .Antarctic Expedition' s viewi, the it . 
continuance or the re- establishment of the poet would 
be a practical proposition but the cost would rule it 
out at any rate for the tune being. The attitude of 
the Meteorological Office here is that they would be 
willing to support the idea of a permanent Station at 

/Maudheim 

T. HEWITSON, ESQ., 
SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE. 

<:f' • 'nO' ... :i.=i rci .LU~'5. .Lii ao \,;UUOJ. .... C1c;u. uUUIJ 

mor.thly r li fs to the islan woul i b r"'asonabl.., . 

he 

5. ncconr.nJntion: It that as a first 
stap, two ucto.chc.i.1 bunt{alo· .• s to nccommo. t two families shoulu. 
be l.iroctc.;a . The buil~ings must b Clc..ttrh"'J on account of fir 
haza.rd . 

6 . Medical Servit;GS: It was a re1:,;d that a doctor should 
b e stationcc.t on the island if ~orr ny;cr, to ~ive there . The 
doctor coulu assist wit h routine .. t 01•olop;ical wo1·k in his 
spar· t im .... . 

I 7 . 



19/illl/2 

Confidcntl 

ith ro:terenc to YOllr mnut P •• 102/2 of the 
29th , 1951, ar"' no informed th.Gt, 1n r c rd to tho 
qaestion of a cantinuonoe or otherl'11oo ot the t pore:ry 

ath r St tion ot up at udhoitl hy tho o gion-Britioh­
SYlcdioh .Ant!lrotic Expedition, the position :ppenrs to he 
th t th tionol Co tteon er not onxiouo to conti.nu 
the St tion, port1y bee uoo 01' dm.1l'1.1 ~ tivc d1ff1cult1oa 
ona. p tJ.y boc use th y lf cel that the ork produced by the 

t tion choulcl first b annly'aed befor o ec1o1on to 
continu it ctiVitie is tekcn. ~c party at udheim 
ia due to be r lieved in Jamiery, 1952, and 11' it r to 
be ropl.cc d quite lot 01' :concy ould hnvo to be epcnt on 
new bu:ild.in.cEJ and teriol, while new ta ould have to 
be e.ent. It ie understood that the evaluation of th .ork 
elrendy d e at .udheim nould tak porhopo two yoero. 

Pro th point of Vi af too Antarctic edition, 
t c ntil'luanc or re- :t 1J:l '-'nt of the ta ti on • ould be 

practicsl prop031tion, co t woul.d :rul. thi out, 
ot ony r t for the t ine. !ale at ti tu e of tho 
oteorolog1cal Office h re i that they ould bo willinG 

to au ort t id a of er 1t tnt1on et !lUdhei in 
principlo, but O\U.d prob bly :t:tru'l it Oil iCUlt to justify 
a Unit d .K.1llcdo contr 'bu ti an in oney or terinl os y 
ore t preccnt putting con id rabl effort into rnetcoroloeicol 
erra e cnta 1n tho 'Falkland Ialana. anc:1 it d en cncie 
hich oul.d ouf:fer li r; .J.Ouroea re d1 vcrtcd to udhoin. 

It oea not e 'P r th t the question been 
c 1 or d b tho edi h or ox c :inn Govorm: nta, or that 
1 t boo at any t o b aut ested to other P era that 
the tatian I!liGht continuccl a an int rnationol. ano 
rlith particip ti.on frO!:l outoid the Expedit~on. 

A. L. VV. DE VILLIE Hi 

Politic l s crct ry. 

AdV/AG 



Wiiie.hait )JI) 

I XI,: 

Your rd'nmcc 

COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE 

DOWNING STREhT 

Pica~ quote in reply: P 0 2872/25A LONDON S.W. 1 

~ 
z.o-c. .3epteu.ber, 1951. 

The Central Office of Infon:iation hav~ ~ ,~ short 
Technicolor film on the lfor.vegi.nn-:9ritish- Swedi a~dition 
called "l'HE iHITE C.X>HTIIlEilr•. I have o.r,.o.ngec1 ..,or "i. private 
showing of the film to take r lace nt 3 p . m. on Thurs-iay, the 
4th October, in the C.O.I. cinema at Norgeby House, 83 Baker 
Street, 1'i .1. 

I hope you will be able to s pa.re the time to ~ee the 
film nnd to bring Ttith you anyone else in St)uth frica House 
who might lil~e to see it . Perhaps you could give rte a ring in 
conf'irr.ntion and let J?:.e Jmow ho · many sentn I should r e3erve? 

A. Ir. l . de VILLIKdS, 'E3Q., 
SOUTH AFRICA HOJ::>E. 

AdV/AG 

P.S. Perhnps I 
for 

(A.H. R.b'ED) 

should add that the film runs 
about 2) cinutes. ~ 

~ -p · ,,.. 

~ 
A. L. Vv. DE VILLIERS 

Poli ticnl. secretary. 

l 

• 



19/i B/2 

1'llwll:.a vory wch :for your 
lotter of the 20th. Ha:n1lton end I 
ore lool:1n{; ~or ard to o c1n6 tho 
ohow:1rl8 of "The bite co~tincnt" on 
T.11tll."adny, 4th Ootob r ot S p. m. and 

111 bO (9.' tcful if you could roocrvc 
two ecotr for us. 

A. I • 
0 

AdV/AG 

(~~A. L. • d Villicre) 

A.L. I . de VILLIE.-tS, E.3Q., 
:;c>UTH AFiUCA HOUJE. 

P . S . Perhaps I should add that the film runs 
for about 2) clnutea. ~ 

~ . ~ 

~ 
A. l. W. OE VILLIE H; 

olitio l crot ry. 

AdV/AG 

IC E 

EET • 

W.1 



The Inspector-Gener~l of Overseas 
Services of the National Geographical 
Institute. 

The Director of the Institute for 
Tcrrestrio.l Physics, oz· his 
represent .... ti ve. 

One member elected i'rom the Nationul 
m,tur .. 11 History Museum. 

One of the members 01· the Scientlfic 
Corrrrnission selected because of his 
particular qualifications, and 
elected by the aforesaid Commission . 

An official of the Economic Affui re 
Directorute of' the Ministry for 
Overseas France. 

Article 9 : Tho Director of the Office for Overseas Scientific 
Research is instructed to curry out the present 
decree which will be published in the 11 J ou1·m1l 
Officiel de la Republique Francaia§". 

PnriG. 2nd AU.IZUB t 1951. 

For the Minister ond on his authority 

Churga de Mission 

J~cques Ponchelet . 



Article 6 : 

Article ]. : 

A:i:ticle 8 : 

Geology and Physical Geoal'.~mhv : 

P . l<"'allot 

L. Lutund 

L. Furon 

Member of the Institute, Professor of 
Geology in the College de France . 
Professor of Physical Geography in 
the Faculty of Science in the Sorbonne . 
Deputy Director of the Geological 
Labor~tory of the Uuscum . 

~errestrial Phvsics : 

M. Coulomb 

Rev. FutheI' 
Le jay 

Bo tony : 

Prof . H. Heim 

Zooloav : 

Budxer : 

Professor ut the Sorbonne, Director 
of the Institute of Terrestriul 
Physics . 

Head of' the Nutionul Rndioelectricity 
Luboratory 9 French Bureau of the 
Ionosphere . 

Member of the Institute, Director 
of the Nationnl Natural History 
Museum. 

The Director of the Scienti£ic 
Institute in Madagasccr . 

Deputy Director of the Colonial 
Fisheries Laboratory at the National 
Natur·.il History Museum; 

and three members selected because 
of their po.rticulur quulificutions :-

Captain Lorunchet 
Lt . -ro1 . Milon 
P. Tcnerniu 

- Hydrogro.phy 
- Ornithology 
- Scientif'ic 
A ~ ...... I"!"- .... , 

I> • • "'" ... !I'-' I 

'i.110 !.u.~~- :r. G taf'f 
(Ocennogrophy) . 

The Commission will meet on tho summons of' its 
President, or, when he is ahsent or in cuses of 
difficulty, ut the summons of' the Vice- President . 

The work of the Scientific Commisolon for French 
southern ::.nd untorctic ter1·i tories is prepared 
by o pcr·manent st.udy commission f'or French 
couther·n und ant~rctic terri torics \'lhich hes been 
directed to study in detuil methods of application 
or the currying out of decisions, or measures 
pre posed by the Scientific Commission for '.Prench 
s ou t hern und ..mturctic territories . 

The per·m~nent study corrmission for French southern 
... nd ontuz·ctic terr·i tori es will comprise seven 
members, viz :-

The Director of' the Office for Overseas 
Scientific Research, or his rcprcnentutive . 

The Scientific Adviser :ror French southern or 
unturctic tcrritorios, or one member of the 
Section for French southern and anturctic 
ter·r·i tori es . 

The 



Article Lt : The Commission nill direct the scientific 
activities of permanent establishments in 
Prench southern u.nd ant..irctic territories 
On their return to Franco members of • 
scientific teams will report to the 
President of the Conuniooion on work curried 
out and results obtained . 
At the discretion of the President, the 
work and studies will be submitted for the 
exuminution of the Higher Council for 
Ovcrsens Scientific und Technical Research . 

Article 5: The Scientific Commission f'or French southern 
nnd unto.retie territoriec will comprise 21 
members, viz: -

1 . Five members r epresenting the Minlstry 
for Overseas Fruncc :-

The Director of the Office for Overseas 
Scientific Research . (President) 

The High Commissioner for French southern 
o.nd antarctic territories when this 
post has been set up, and until then, 
the Head of the Mission in southern 
territories. (Vice- President) 

The Director of Economic Af'fairs und Pluru1ing, 
or hi~ representative , 

The Director of Political Affuiro, or his 
representative . 

The Scientific Adviser for French nouthcrn 
nnd antarctic territories . 

2. :b'ivc represent~tives from Ministerial 
Deportments or Services interested 
in scientific r esearch, in develop­
ment und in inc1•easing the woal th 
of Fr~nch southern und untarctic 
t erritories:-

The representative from the Directorate for 
Oceanic Asia in the Ministry for 
Foreign Af'f'uirs . 

The Engineer Gener~l in charge of the 
Naval Hydrogrophic Service, or his 
r epr esentative . 

The Inspector General, Director of Overseas 
Geogr~phic Services in the Nationul 
Gcogro.phic Institute, or hio 
rep r e sen tu ti vc . 

1rhe He1J.d of the Signals und Coding Section 
of the Combined General Stu:ff' of the 
Arm~d Forces, or his represcntutive . 

The Inspector General in charge of Overseas 
Meteorological Services, or his 
r cproscnt:...11i ve . 

3. Eight members representing the various 
ecientif ic controlling bodieG of 
the permuncnt eut .... blislunents carrying 
out r esearch in Fr~nch southern 
and antarctic territories :-

Geology nnd Physical Geoarnµhy : 



MINISTRY FOR OVERSEAS FRANCE 

CREATION OF SCIENTIFIC COMMISSION FOR 

FRENCH SOUTHERN AND AUTAROTIC TERRITORIES . 

The Minister for OverEeas France, 

Pursuant to Statute No. 550 of the 11th October, 19L13, announcing 
the octting up or a Colonial Scientific Reueurch Office, 
ruti1'ied by the order of the 24th November, 19ld+. 

Pursuant to the Statute of the 30th April, 19L16, concerning the 
establishment, the financing and the execution of plans 
relating to the equipment and development of territories within 
the juricdiction of the Ministry for Oversev.e France . 

Purr.uant to the Ministerial Decree of' the 2l~th September, 1947, 
announcing the creation of a Higher council for Over::ieas 
Scientific and Technical Research. 

Pursuant to the report No . KER/F/1708 of the 20~h June, 1951, 
from the Head of Mission in Southern Territories, 

Decrees : -

Article 1 : Under the supreme authority of the Minister 
for Overseas France a scientific commis3ion 
for French southern und antarctic territories 
is to be set up within th~ fro.mework of the 
activities of the office for Overseas 
Scientific Research. 

Article :? : This Commission will study ull sci en tif'ic 
questions in Frcn~h southern and unto.retie 
territories. 

It is spucifically cho.rged:-

To direct research and study towo.rtls 
the possibilities of increucing the 
wealth of these territories . 

To establish, in this connection, u 
general progro.rnme of work o.nd study. 

To propose the measures to be token 
and the work to be co.rried out to 
realise this progrumme. 

To determine the total financial 
provision necessary to l'ealize 
this progrrumne . 

Arti~: The Commission will advine on and control the 
use o~ the credits provided in the budget 
i'or 6vorscas ScifJnti fie Rcuoorch under the 
heo.ding of tho Progrummo of Scll;ntH'ic 
and Eoonom~to otudy tn Frouch nouthfjrn :::ind 
unt~rctic t crritoriuo. 

Article u: 



.~STRICTED 4 ~J ~ 1,) k".IJ. ,, 
P( 51) l~ t~ ~· &-L:f J'J 

,i..11. ~I. 

P. . C I 
POLAR COMMITTEE rzp I 

::lCIENTIFIC COMMISSION FOR PRENQH SOUTHERN F 
AND ANTARCTIC TERRITORIES 
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) TH" Flt1 "CH A · .. 'ARC':'IC E , ,_:J.nr1o:r . 19h9- 51 

On 20 January 19.?0s lanain.:; oper •tiotlS \ere star t od 
on Cu!J c.le ro.rgerie at "Port - Martin" (nant.d uft(.r the second- 1n­
oomrnand of the expedition , who die l uuriJ1 t 1e 01t• ard voyage) 
in lat . 660h6 1 .3 . , long . 141020 1 13. , about 40 mil(;S m:;st of the 
hut occu.>ied by ~ir Douglas Harmon's expeJition of 1911-14. 
High winds delayed the landin.; o-p~rationo , but in five working 
days somv 250 tons 01' stor·es, \lhich incluo.ed t ;o ' c sels and 
:prefabricated huts, \--ere landed. On 9 February thu 
"Cornmandnnt Oharcot·' , after laying depoto Rt Pointe Geoloeie 
and at Cupe Denison , be~an tho homm1arr1 voyage . Some difficulty 
rms ex:pericncecl in findinc a rmy northHE:tl·<lo th1·ough the pack, 
but Hobart \/OS r·e£lchecl on 23 Pel1run1·y . '£he vessel later 
visited Heard Island , Ile.; au Ker uol(.n , Il .... So.int-Paul and 
Ile Amsterdam , nnd finally reached Brest on 10 June 1950. 

In auuition to routine muteorologicul observations , 
th0 vintel:'ing p:uty (listed in P( 51~11) did magnetic and 
glaciological \·;ork . Zoological obceI'Vations \-;ere made at an 
Emperor Penguin roo!cery discovei·ed near· th~ ban1.,; . A large -
scale sledging programme uas also undo1•taken . Before the 
\tin' "' ct in a j~:pot was laill by the Weus ls at a point some 
80 est of Port - • artin, in preparation for tho spring 
jou ~ • Bet\; en 4 t1.nd 11 June 1950 a sledging pa1•ty !'!lade a 
v;inter jour11ey to the eastern boundary of Adcltic Land in long . 
1420E. At the end of October 1950, urvey team of three ir.en 
rnudc a sprin~ sledging journey 100 astwards over the sea 
ice, and a second threc - .aan survey sledged some 70 k M. 
westwards over the sea ice . Betr:een 9 Dec..:ember 1950 and 19 
January 1951 the main sledge joui•n tn tho we3tern boundary of 
Terre Adc)lie in long . 1360E. uas ma 1 • Mcanv1hile between 9 and 
22 December, a party of four in on r1 the Weasels travelled to 
the eastern boundary of Adelie Lana, and beyond to the former 
Australian base hut lt Cape Denison . 

On 3 October 1950 the "CoMI"lanaant Chai•cot 1 
, again 

commnnded by Capitaine de Vais&eau Douguet , lu:rt Brest on her 
third anturct ic voyage . Calls wel'e made at Algiers, ::lji bout i, 
Diego Suarez, Fremantl~ and Hobart . On 28 December the vessel 
left Hobart . Open pac1~ \ms encounturud on 2 Janu!lry 1951 in 
lat . 65040 1 8 ., long. 140°E. No difficulty was oxpuri<.mced in the 
ice and by mi::lni ht on 4 January the vesst:l hal l'L.Uched 
lat . 66°59 1 0 . , lon.., . 145°E . , near the ton ;uc. of He1•tz Glacier . 
Commonwealth .i3ay , .. as f'ound to b f'rc.: of ic\.., but Port-Hart in 
ua'J still f1·oz(m, uncl the vc:sn 1 ; L urublc. to :.mchor thert: until 
~ January. 

High wind~ d~layed the landing operations, but by 
17 January t .1.. stor ... a, incl lding tvro mor " asels anu additional 
:prefabricated huts , ·wrere landed an<l ti.u ne'l' \iintering party had 
taken over the buse . In th.: follov ing W- - • the "Commandant 
Chal'cot" made hydr'>gl" phic observation~ off I'ort- artin. and on 
27 January began "' reconnaissa:ic w otw rd;:: 1lor.u the coast . 
Close pac·~ v;as cncountcrc.d in lonu . 138°50'E. , and the vusstJl 
follm1e.:l the ice od~u n01·th\i'.lrdo to lot . 65030 1 J . , long 
133°20 1E . , and then returnoJ to .tort - fortin . 

The 110ommandant Chorcot" finally left Po1·t - Mart in on 
6 .Pcbruary 1951 . Calls wore muau at Mac.:qual'io Island and 
Campbell laland, and Hobart uas reached on 20 February . The 
return voyage, to France was nado by uay of the Panama Canal . 

I '.i'he 
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vvmznv11nctt.1..uu. a.;y r a.<..> Lv<Luu vv .,.. .... .., '•"'· ... .., , uu.u ... ..., .. ., • .!lrtin 
\taB still frozen, unJ the vuo.J 1 ms unabl~ to unc.;hor there until 
9 January . 

High ~ind~ delayea thv lanaing operations, but by 
17 January t~ ... stor1;;s, including t•·o More eaoels and additional 
prcfabricatea huts , \·ere landed anl the nor wintering party had 
taken over the base . In the follm ing ..., __ :: the "CorrJTiandant 
Cha1•cot 11 macw hyJro.;ranhic obs rvationa of'f Port- artin. and on 
27 January bec;an El reconnaiGsa.1cc ,,. ot\:o.rdo alon; the coast . 
Clooe pac • was cncountcrcJ in lon~ . 1.3S05o'E . , and tho vessel 
followed the 1<.: cdi:;t.; northwur•ds to L.t . 65030 ' 3 . s long 
13J0 20 1E. , and then returned to ~ort-~artin . 

The 11Comrnan<lant Charcot" fi.1olly lt:ft Port-Martin on 
6 ll'ebrunry 1 ~51 . Calls ,,,.ore made.: at Macquar ic Islanrl and. 
Campbell Island, and Hobart was reached on 20 February . The 
return voyago to France was rnadu by way of the Panama Canal . 

I The 
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"Gq'l1iros lJ.dl.spr1;. .a. aorlul r .. c nnaisnancc.. . For thin type. of w rk 
the. use of holicoptc, r... ·i vc.s pr·u.1isc f b in '"lf ..,xcoptl'.lnal 
value . 

E:vdro ·ranhy and Oco~r-.nhy 

1.rho Hydrn~ ·rc.phic Scrvi.c1.. h::.s 1>01...n w r·kir. · t.t a numb or of' 
locations in the Eastern •. retie . In the 1cauf irt So,, the 
Dofoneo Rcscar~h ·nnr·d. oxpoo..iti"n led by :.r . r;: .:·. :.rumin in tho 
Co.ncolim II h£ls defined tho l irni ts of tho c intincnt - · elf f1·om 
Donmrcati'"'n Point to Pr·incc ,.lfrcd. C ipo . In 1950 r . . LT . Dunbar 
in tho Cal::mus CC"mplctod his invc.sti ·'ltinns in Un..;av,.. y , nnd in 
1951 hCJ extended his mrk tn Frobis!1c.r '1.y . 'lhe C . G . S . C . D. Hov/C 
hus bocn colloc .. in ... : infol'i.w.tion on hr.rbours by moans of photC"~;rAphy 
from the holicop .. or ::mc"t snundin · frnn :.i. spucial lnunch . 

~oolor·v 
-·-~ 

The bm·ron l'U1d caribou survt...y hao bcc.n cor.1plctod. Con-
sideration is 'bQin · ·ivcn tn ·m invcstl. ·utirn of the pi·c~cnt 
status of rnusk-~x . 

g1acioj._O~'( 

In 1948 ?.1r • . ial..cr ./o:id of tho .. retie Inotitutc ni' rorth 
,_rnoricu cst'lb 1 ished a field station in the at . Elias Run ;c mainly 
for c;luciolo ;ica.l work . '.:.hG ot-ti 'n wan ronccupicd in 1949 but 
in 1950 the. Institut e 1 :::; rcsoUI'C o \TC rt. c.,ncc.nt1·~tcd in 
.. r . P . D. >nird 1 s oxpc..diticm tn thG ice. co.p in cc.r.tr~l :-iffin 
Island . .fork ut the. St . Dlin.:; str.tion wns resumed in 1951. 

!!!Cdts_nl....;'1c s_p2rch 

Luch infcn·mat irm of v .luc is l>c. in,· ~bt .incd thrn·i_ ·h tho 
incrc:iasod medical fo.cllit ius ~d this is ir."licnttn: the most 
promisin · f'i0lds f'or rc..scnrch . ' ... 'he phyair1ll" ·ical invosti~;ntinns 
ca.rriccl out undor the.. dirc.ctinn or Dr . , nlc1lrr. · r·wn nf Queen ' s 
University hcvc. continuc.d. Particulnr nttGr.ti!"n is boin.: pa.id 
to parnsitolo ;y r.nd t' the vi1·olC' ·y of.' r."rth1..rn influenza 
opidc.rnics . 

..retie Jcsc.. rch •. dvi "ry co ... 1 ii ttc.c. 

Octnber 1951. 
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'·RANSPOR'rr'l.T ION ----·--- _,. --
. :-.ir tr..ms')ortation in the i-.rctic has cont~rueo. to play an 
ir .. portant part . ,, no .. e ·:orthy feature lrns ecn the increasln · use 
of helicopterG, that· ·h these have · . 8t ·ith a nuJT:hcr of o.ccidcnt'1 
d.i.: i•in~; "the pas· .. SlU a .. er . '~her e also 'l.:>een marked d.evGlopnc. tc 
i1:1 other forrrs of trrmspo:l1tati 'L1e .. ackcr.z ... o .. 1 ·h\;ay now pro -
vides an all-v1cather road t ~ Slave L9.l::o and is nakin · ·:ay 
Rive.• an importan.t sot i.lcr. OJ • In tho Yul:on r.ia.ny miles of now 
:·oad have been built • 

•. 1ost frui..,ht is still handled by Huter . Tho U . s . l'o.vy Sea 
Su_pply 1.iasion supplies the joint ucathcr station pro ·rar.li.10 in the 
.·~1·ctic ~'.rchip0la ·o . In the Eastern .. retie most of tho northern 
posts ai·o so1·v~d by the C. D. ::ov:o, wl1ilv tho :~udoon ' s :Jay Company, 
with the Rupcrtsland, the rort 1...arry and the l'ort Charles, havo 
concentra .. od more on :.udson · . , ··udson Straits , and Jruncu .. luy . 
'iho uove r.:.111cnt icoln·oakG r C. . .:i • • cLcan is bcin.; used to an 
incroasin ... e::~i.ent f'or deliv :'~-. · ""U.£>.Jlics in .!udson • ay and ol·I·aits, 
particular- · c ice c~nd1~ions urc difficult . In the /astern 
:.retie the • • C. vcssc.. l : o.:t ::carnc. has boon jo incd by a new vcssol 
"the rochol ·cplacc.. tho :.i ;alik . 

SCI""'~..,.l'lFlC MJi IVI'l TES 

Durin tho po.st t\10 years ti..orc, havv ot;ain been o. lar"'u numbc..r 
of sc1lr.tific invcsti ·at ions in tho field . 'lho majo1·ity were., 
dir ct activities 0f ovcrru .. cnt dq>artr:cnts, others \tore private 
p arti s, me.nyspon nrc.d by the _,,pctic Institutv of I:nrth Nncrica . 
This scientific .1 rk has been too widGP.p1· .. ud r.nd varied for 
individual troct1.icnt in u p'1per 1f thfr scope, and crm only bo 
dcscr~ c.d in the.; most ·cmoral tor •.• s . 

'...'ri-can.ora photo ·rnphic c0v l'a c.; ~-r. the Ca"l.r.c i'ln north is now 
virtually comploto and is lcadir · to st rikin re. vioions in ne•v 
editions of :no.p she ts . S11or:m is lloir. · us1,;d nn nn incrcnsin · 
scale for control . 

'i'he .. any er.to ... olo ;1.cnl p:irt '!.c.s in the north durin the past 
fCVl su:i .• crs nre )rovic...i.1 · e ·rent dc.11 of .inforr.10tion on the abun­
d'lncc and distritut.:. ::m or ins~cts, -md p .. rt icul rly of bi tin fl:. cs . 
Expcri.t..nt~ in r .. t.1. .• no. r-" ccnn·0l h vc. ecn c0ntinucd nd sprayin· 
\7ith insE:.cticid.cs h'ls kd t"l rr~T't~ d r"lic f .. • r tho attacks of 
bitin · tl'lcs at ce1·tnin local1t..i a . 

Cl :iophys ics 

The )I'<' r'1r.l. c. C'f' 11'.l n1...tic, iin .. ~sph1..ric und C"snic ray research 
c'\nt11uc t11 pr"V de, ir .. port t l"'ta • •. cc.if'r.ic.obscrvut"'ry has b:1<.n 
osta~ lish0d. at ~c.3 lute :'\Y, ar.d should lu p~rt1culrrly valuablo in 
dote l .. 1nin · tho opic.., tr1..G nf c· ntllqw.!:~ r in 1 rt.1c. rn rc.t;i ns • 

Go_oJ:_o_.:"[ 

:.oat C'f tho •,r'rk o -c:,,c., Gc.ol'"'·icnl Survey 0f Cnnrda ha3 bocn 
cone ,nt r'l tad in tho Yul~on cmd thu Y0llo tlmifli area . Invc st i. ·at ions 
have a:sc bc<:;n co.r1·iuu out L1 Co.mu llie Ialiind und uffin Island . 
It has become inc:.•c.t.sil .. ·ly appf.rc.. it that c.ffc.ctivo plnnnin., .md 
e;.ocu111 n of futur <.ol<' ;ical li1nppin 1 thv Precambrian arc11s 

/rc.quirc.s 
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hospital treatm nt is provided as quickly ao can be arran·6d, in 
this way removin a major source of inf~ctl0n . Evrry effort is 
beii i. • made to educate the Indio.ns and ·~skirr.o in pr vcnto.tive 
moo.surc.:s . 

rJ.'he native population will be cl· ·iblc., for olci 0.0 0 pens i ons 
under• roe .nt le,:isla·i.on . These pc.,nsions should bE; as succcssf\:l 
in providin~ for the wclfo.rc of the o: - opl as the. family 
UllOWElnCCS are p1·ovini.: for uhC childr 

Prnv.i.oionnl fitllr(,r inthc r crnt C'n::-us indic' . that thc .. 'G 
has been a normal i.1crl.aac. .:.n tho ~skimo populr:ti '1 . 

:JDUC.A'.1. ION --------
I t is too early to cx:pc.ct b1,,nc,:'it fron tho r.:xpandod oducat iorol 

proc;rammo . 'J.'h~ re m·J hovr .... vc r pro.nis in ; indic ... t ions . 1.rho Eskimo 
proved to be unusually willin; punils und c. numbv~· of children are 
mal~inc ro.pid pro..;ross in rcr.di:ri, ..md rn.. ... itin.· in ~n.:;lish • . 

'lhcro hos been a rt.cov .... 1•y ir. t!1e p::. ... ic.:; of white fox fur , 
which had fa llcn vc,ry low ln 19Li9 . Th is ho.a boc.n of soma bcncf it 
to the Bskin.o but the. disauvant:. · .... s of un ~c"'nor.iy ~used so J.l:U'uc.ly 
on a sinclo comr:iodity of ~idoly fluctuu in· vclue arc obvious . 
~he ncv activiti~s in the north vill in time provide employment ~or 
part of tho na~ivc popul·tion . ~ho ndministratior. is nttcmptinu 
to brouu0n the basis of th~ir economy by fostr...rin handicrafts , 
consc rvin~ ·umo 1·c.sourc s enc.., by th .... ou.ucc.tionr.l pro:;rumrnc , pr~ ­
pnr·inL them to plo.y an import~:.nt part in the. ·rcatcr development 
of th(.; c0untry Ylhich sec.ms imminc1 t . 

~he pnst two yc.nrs h·wc s ... cn nn incrc".sin~· m.unhcr of pros-
pcctin p~rtic.s north of the tree line . Tho mo3t sicnificant 
dovolopmoni.s may poosibly bo ti1e iron 01·c. rc.p::>J.'tc.d in Unr-'1v r . ..3 •o] , 

tho exploration p".1·ticul .... rly :Lor nickol in tho bnrrcns north of 
Churchill und, despite the. lor1 pric of ·old, tllc. continuinc 
activity in nnd to .. he north of tr.c Ycllovrknife r.roc . In the 
Yukon tho cxpnnsion of' the nilvcr- lc"ld prop1...rtic.r in the u1rtyo 
district is the most strikin of ". ntunbcr of dev ,lopmc.nts . 
:::xtc.nsivc iron nu u.rilli i , st'l.rted nc<i.r Pinc Point nn the south 
shore. of Cr ... nt Sl·.vc L'll;: ... , is supT)ortin' tht; belief thnt suffi­
cient le-id-zinc 01•c \lill be found. to w rr"nt vory subJtmitinl 
.ninint; opo1•nti n . 

J.:hEl so.,rchfbr 011 is cxtc.r.c i11 · r.. rth from rilbc.rt'\ rnc:.. duri.n.; 
tho past summer Pilucr.t w~lls :1 ~vr... been dri 11 d •·est or. Grc.c.t Sl 'lvc 
I.aka . Pl'ospoct in · for oil h:i.s not YL t bc.c.n C'1l' l..'icd out in tho 
\/cstc.rn Arct .... c but it c~ only be ::i. m'itt r of tiri.o bcfor this 
~colozically f~vour hlc. arc. iv c.xplortd . 

In 1950 the fifth wc.athcr stntion in tho joint Cnn~da/u .s . 
prog1'ari.m<. \7as ee 1.oablishc.d et _ .. lcrt "i \~ ~ rt rth const of iill&t.r.1crc 
island. In r:dc. ition to tho mctco1·nlo ;icnl rmd rcl-.tcd w rl~ 
carric;d out ni. w: .. Gt.. str.tions thc.y h"'.VC; n occnr.irin provided 
facilitiGs for othc.r ncicntists to pur.;uc otudica 4 n the 01·ca . 
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ACTIVITIES IP Tm:: CA AD IAN l ORTH DURH G 1950 AND 1951 

INTRODUCTIO?" 

Two suro..'IJ'IElries of activities in tho Caradian north have 
been prepared by the Arctic Research Advisory Committee . Cne 
was written towurds the end of 1948 and covered tho re4cnt 
yeRrs up to that time . 'l'hc other, a yc.ar l11ter, dealt with 
events in 1949 . The present pnpcr brinJs the series up to 
the present time by sU1TII"lQrizing activities during 1950 and 
1951. 

In the first po.per a ttertion wEw drnwn to the increased 
rate oi' development in the north follo\/in.; the Second /orld 
War . Bei'orc this time the greu te1• part of the Canndian 
Arc·tic wus almost completely isolutcd f'or moat of the ye_r , 
and such changes as took place were extremely grndunl. 
Since the war the whole Canadian north has become much more 
closely associated with the rest of the country, and the 
influence of events in the settled areas of Canada is quickly 
felt throughout the north. It appears likely that development 
will proceed far more rapidly than r;as considered poasiblc 
before the mlr, or even during the immediate post-war years . 

ADMnnsTRATIOl{ 

The membership of the 1' orth\rest ·.rerritorios Council h11s 
boon increased, and it now includes three elected members 
from the ?~ackenzie District . The scat of government ir. the 
Yukon Territory is being moved from Dawson City to Whitehorse 
as ooon as suitable buildings have been erected. The 
Dominions Election Act h~s been amended to include Eskimo in 
the Dominion franchise . In Otttl\IO the ac.lministra tion of the 
north has been centralized und .... r tho lforthern Administration 
Division of thu Department of R~sourccs 1nd Development . 
~ithin this division there nrc five sections dealing with 
Arctic Svrviccs , :Jcvelopm .. mt Se1·vicoo, Public Services , 
Education and Welfare Servieee, and Consorv&tion and 
11ano.gcm-.nt Service3. 

The ne·.1 vessel built for the .irinual Eastern Arctic 
Patrol , the C. G. S . O. D. Ho·,10, C.ll'ric;d out h r first northern 
voyage in the sur.uncr of 1950. The. si.:cond voyage wns 
completed this summer three ·eeks ahutd of schedule o.f'ter 
delivering ov r 1500 tons of freight to various northern 
scttlcm~nts . For the firsf tim~ for tn.lny years the Patrol 
included Craig Harbour, Ellusmerc Island, rhcrc an R . C . ~ . P . 
detachment has bc;~n r~-cstablishcd. The helicopter carried 
on board tho C.D. Ho· ~ proved its v lu~ ir assisting 
navigation and extending the: scL .. :r.tific \/Ork of the Patrol. 

HEALTH AND WELFARE 

'l'hc increased medical services in the north and the 
provision of additional fncilitiou ut short notice made 
possible by air transportation appear to be proving succe3sful 
in limiting the spro.:id of epidemics , which nr·c thomsel ves 
often the result of air tr~nsport . ~ub1..rculosis is oi' 
course the most scrio~s and \lides~ro d diacase . X-rny 
surveys have demonstr'lted the mug:r.itudo of the problem and 

hospitaJ/ 
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The attached pnper on Activities in the Canadian North 

du1•ing 1950 and 1951 has been prepared by the Arctic reased 
/orld 

Research Advisory Cammi ttcc of Canada . It is circulated 
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Voyage- 111 i;nC summer OI .r~:;iv . J.IlC 'tH::cuuu vcry-aBC tn:to 
completed this summer three ; ... elm ahc!\d of schedule ofter 
delivering ov r 1500 tons of fr~ight to various northern 
settlements . For thv firs~ time for m ny years the Patrol 
included Craig Harbour, Ellesmere Island, 1hcre an R. C.M.P. 
detachment has been ru-estoblish~d. The helicopter carried 
on board the C.D. Ho e proved its v lue ir assisting 
navigation and extending th1;.; scientific \/Ork o!: the Patrol. 

HEALTH AND WBLFARE 

The increased medical services in the north and the 
provision of additional facilities ut short notice mo.de 
possible by air transportation a,pe~r to bo proving succeGsful 
in limitint: tho sprocid of opidcnics , which 11re themselves 
oftc11 tho rcsul t of air transport . Tubt..rculos is is of 
course tho most s~rious nnd .:idcsprn1d disease . X-rny 
surveys have demonstr.ttcd the nng:nitud~ of the problem and 

hospital/ 
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COMMONWEALTH REI.ATIONS OFFICE 

DOWNING STREET 

Pleuc quote In reply: L' • 2872/13 • LO NDON S.W. 1 

One 

~ Yovember , 1951. ;h 

In Reed ' s abserce 1r Pario , I nm wr1 ting with 
reference to his letter F . 2872/13 of June 12th 
concerning the transfer of the administration or 
~·rench sub-Antarctic and Antarctic terr 1 tories from 
1·adagascar to Paris. 

The United h.in~dorn Embassy ill Parie have nou 
reported that this transfer of ndminiotration has 
already taken place even though the draft law 
authorizing it has not yet been discussed by the 
l at ional tssembly. The transfer will clearly 
facilitate the work of such bodies ao the Scientific 
Commisoion for French Southern and Antarctic 
Territories t which is tl'e subject of Pol ar Committee 
paper P . (51Jl9 of' 10th rovember . 
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detachment has been rv-establishcd. The helicopter carried 
on board the C.D. Ho e proved its vilue ir aasisting 
navigation and ex\.ending tht,; scientific \/Ork of the Patrol. 

HEALTH AND WELFARE 

The increased medical services in the north and the 
p!'ovision of ::iddi tional facilities o t short notice mo.de 
possible by o.ir transportation O!JpCGr to be proving successful 
in limiting the S!Jrcad of opid1Jnics , vrhich 11re themselves 
often the result of air transport . T1~~rculosis is of 
course the most scriouo nnd widcsprc[\d disease . X-ray 
surveys have demonst1·at ,d the rmgr.itudc of tho problem and 

hospital/ 



J.l)/ /2 
AIRt1AIL 

'rd Dec mber, 1951. 

ThE S.GCllE A Y FOR EXTt.ffi AL AFFAIRS. 

Polar Co::urnittec 

1th reference to my minute of tho 20th 
June, in 1hich oent~on as made of the ciroft law tabled 
in the trench National Assembly on the 7th May, which 
will t-ranefer the admi nietration of all French oub­
A.ntarctic ond .Antarctic territories :from ladesaec r to 
Paris, we learn that this tranofGr of adminietrotion has 
al.randy taken place, even though the draft la\1 authoriaing 
it hnB not yet bven discussed by the National A.oeombly. 

Tho tranafcr will clecrly facilitate the ork 
of ouch bodice ao the ocientific Commisaion for French 
Southern and .Antarctic Territories, which ia tho subject 
of Polar CoCiIIlittee paper P.(51.)l.9 of the 10th nove ber, 
copiec of '~hich were :forwarded to you on the 12th 
rovember. 

A. L. W. DE VILLIERS. 

Acting xoliticnl. Joorctory. 

AdV/AG 

...... . ... "" ... VLUU cu£U \:A1'ellU1.llg i;ne SC1C~'tl.l"1c \/Ork of' the Patrol . 

HEALTH AND WELFARE 

l 

T~e ircreascd medical servic~s in the north and the 
provision of additional facilities 11t sho11 t notice mo.de 
J;>OSs~blc by 'Lil' transportation &.ppoar to bo proving successful 
In: 11miting tho S!Jrcad of cpidunics, v1hich arc themselves 
o1tcn the result of air transport . Tuburculosis is of 
course tho most serious ~nd widespread disoaso . X-ray 
surveys have dcMonst1·at .... d the n.rtgnitudc of thu Pl'Oblcm nnd 

hospitaJ/ 



14. Nearly 50 mj scollo.neous proposals for mirjOB on the rwest 

coast of Graham Land are in v~rious stugcs of drc.ft . 1 ... nur.-.ber 

of these iuvolvu correction::; to existirg no.mos, the errors 

llnving come to lig.i.t in the c curse of diocusc"ionn ui th the 

United Stutes Advisory Conrnitteo duriPg tho past yer.r. Othcrc 

have urison in the c .mrse of diocucsio:is vii th M1' . Stephencon of 

the Bri tiah Oro.ham L~lll Expecli tion who surveyed much of' thls 

coast . 

15. It 13 un.fortunate the.t ci::-ctunstances make 1 t impoGeiblc to 

avoid bri11ging a ve-ry largo nu."Tlber of' the pC!pers dcscribocl. cboyc 

t o a concluoion more or less simultaneously. Tho "juggling" of 

the propoood new nnmcs f'roJ'I'! one area to another, the neceasity 

:for Hgreeing them provisionally with the .Amerlcnns, ~a the 

:fact th'1.t p.ropooals cnnnot be circulo. tee. to the Co1mn1 ttec 

without uccc:nra:i.ying tr~-P 3 (a munbcr of which r.ro not yet 

uvailoblo) ~ llrecludea the more c~es1rubl0 procoJ.\.tre of completing 

and circulutin.; the pr 1posuls f'or ono arcn at a. tir.ic. 

Scc~ctury, Anto.rctic l'lncc-n:.mt'}G 
COlT'Jni t toe • 

7 ::ioverr.ber 1951 • 
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by the Co:nmi ttee . 

10 . Tr1v pnpcrs covering lJroposc.ls resulting t'r m Mr . HcNeilc's 

survey of tl:c n ..iI'th-wes t c;oa:..;t .Jf GrahL:.m Land between C"pe 

Hoquema.urel o.nd C:.tpe Kater have l>ecn cornplcte,1 anc1 art. being 

circulatcc.1 tr; the Comr.i.ttec ~vith the reJcv~mt m<:tp shoeto this 

week. 'rhis work h:.1G been c..impleted in consultation with 

Mr . McNeilo . 

11. P:ropo~als on the e~st c0ast of Gro.h:im Ll!nd betv:oen Lnts . 68°S . 

uncl 75°r, . ntill require furthe .. ' discusflion with the Uni tecl Sta tea 

Advii:.ory Gommittce on the basis of the Ronne-Butler A~reoment 

(circulated. to the Connnittce as 4:.PC(49)7, 6 December 191.i.9). 

e;r·eut advance has olreac.1y ueen m::lde m'd there is every ho1)e thnt 

compl1.:te agreement will be rc::i.cr..etl in the f'c.irly near future. 

Of' the 136 i>roposals for names on this const, 90 nre already 

agreed rn.~ovisionully wi t."l. the .Americ~ns and the rem.:.inder shoulc1 

now prustmt little difficulty. A ycur 'lgo lens thnn 20 were 

o.gre ' • 

12 . Papers covering propouals on Signy an(l Coro1rntion Isluncla 

(South Orknoys) cannot be circul:.-t ted to the C".mmi ttee until 

1: 100, COO c:impil:.1 tions on the correct sheet lines are o.vui ln.blc 

to sho~v t! o positions of the i'eaturcs . Pro1 osals :ror more than 

100 names aro, however, in cm aG..vnnce! drrlft stage . 

13. Detn1 led di.;cuosion of names on King Ge..>rge IslanJ. ( S()uth 

Shetlands) C')Uld n:>t b') at!!1't1Jd until 1 : 1009 000 compilatione \/ere 

r:.vailo.blo '·o \·1ork on . 'i hcse wcrr:t recei voc1 1.m 7 Novumbor 1951 . 

Source mn.toriol for names pri or t'J 1'' . l.D . S. has, in the meantime, 

been colle~ted together. Un~ortunatcly, Ur . Jofford's 

np1Jointment \Ii th }',I.D. S. terrnin'lted ruthel.• r.bruptJy . It l1!1J. 

been 1u1 cc.l thu.t p~1·missi -:;.n VIDuld be given for him to \'IO'l'k. on 

names in the rirc:l llhich he Gurvcycc'I. as wus the <.:asc with Messrs . 

Br 'Jwn and Blnikl.Jclt. 



F. I .. D.B . v1ero considered,11 and r. C.etailod study \7ao mocle of the 

reports, the rolevunt ma.pa and t!le uvaiJablo photographs of the 

Second :b,1•ench l1rto.?.•ctic Expedition, 1908-1 o, t:t ... o Bt•i ti sh Greham 

Lanu s:Y.j_)utli tion, 1931i-37, the Unl ted Stutes /J1to.rctic Cervicc 

Expacli tion, ·19:~9-!i.1, encl the Ronne Antm•ctic RoscRrch Expedi t1on, 

1946-L~8 . In consulto.tion with M!'. Stcphonuon, the suz·voyor ~f' 

the Bri ti oh G1•ahnm Land Expecli tion, 1 t pri:>vcd possj.blo to idcntif'y 

nearly all o:f.' th'J i'c!l ~ui:>es previously nam0Cl nnd to -propero 

tloscri!'tj ons of' the locnli tics, notes on the history Emd the 
. 

reasons t·or. 1c1entification of each mu .ti. It wns also ngreod, jn 

consulto.ticn with Dr . Fuchs, that more thc:in 50 new nnmes wlll 

be required f'or doecripti ve nnd scientj f'ic purposco, and 

?.!r . Ero~m l!.oscribr:d the :'eRturos requiring nc•:1 names . The 

completion 0°'£ this woi·k a1·1ai ts rcccir>t 1'r• m the Dlrt:ctorr-. te of' 

Colcniol Eu~·voy::; of !1~r . Brown's ·t : 200, 000 compile tiono trnnofe~·Pcd 

t J the correct sheet line:s anc"!. ulso further discussion vii th 

Dr . Puche on the new nam~s to be pro:posed both in Mr . Brown ' a 

area, and in 1'.ir 0~111 which lies fur•thor to tlw south. 

Mr . Blc.iklock asolsted. with the work on the nrunes in tho northern 

part of' !.1~ rgneritc Bny . Tho relevant reports, mu:oo and photo-

grn1,hs u1' the 1'our expeditions m'3ntioned t:b'>l/O v1ero studied cnct, 

in con3ultation vith Mr . Stephenson, about 50 exicting nrunetl 

featU:"es have been identified nnd described. In addition, 

Ur . Blail'lock h~s dcscr:! bed about 30 f'eatures which will r-cquirc 

new names . The completjcn o~ this wo1 ~~loo a~aits ro~cipt of 

1~200,000 compilattons f'rom the DirDctor'ltc 01' Colonial Surveys, 

nnd further discu::;sj.on with Dr . Fuchs en tho ne•:1 names to be 

pro11oood . hlemmhile, nl 1 the so n·ovisiona.l :rocormnenc.1.utions nre 

being dioc:nsscc"!. w.i th the Anericons to ensure ul timo.te agreement . 

9. In certain otho.c e1'cus, ili'G.ft po.pc1•0 for the Ccr.nnittoc t\rO 

uluo in varying s tr.ges of :pre:pnrc.tion . Those 1Japcrs follm1 the 

six cotcgr:>ries of names aet out in tJ>C(h8)2 and la.tor r~.pp1·oved 

/by 
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4. The Americana have also gi von an uoou1•uncc tb.nt a new 

series of 1 :1,000,000 U.S . Air Force 1'1!lps, vhic:ll is (.t :prt..scmt 

hoing chocltcd ~or names by the u. s. BoE.rd, v1ill, \ihcn published, 

dcmonstruto tho wide ngrecmen-+; of British nnd Amo1•icnn of'i'icially 

accepted names, i'or ti1ey hr:i.ve agreed to emit all namoo that t.:rrc 

still in dispute oxccpt Palmer La.nd (Graham Land. on Br1 itit>h mu:)o) . 

5. This aitu:::ttion r.i.'l.rks an entirely now ap1)roach to tho prohlem 

whic.:h sho11lc1. ensure the use of' uniform names in both countries 

if it cnn bo continued. 

Co- O!>erntion \Ii th Norw~y . 

6 . Following ini'ormal prelimin~y d.iscus::;ionli betwoon the 

Secretory of' the Comn:ittco ::md the Dire~·.;or o:r Norsk Poln..rinctitutt 

about coast names which ovcr..LUI.>Pe•l the int€rnntional boundary 

b etivcen the Falklnnd !'31~.nds Depcnden cics and Dronn ing ?~nud Lend, 

ofi'icial proposais to re-adjust the limits of' these coasts were 

forwarded lJy the Foreign Of'fic•j to the Norwegian Government . T.he 

propoced adjustments h~ve now been agreed by ~11 concerned. 

Research for pap_ers in p1•epo.ro.tio~ . 

7 . IL further c 1n::;illcrable number of' publicationo anc.1.. rn:.muscripts 

re:i.ating to the 1''o.lklf.1I1d Islands Dependencies, including wi..;rks 

by A11 gentinon:1 Chileans, Hor:rcgie.ns o.nd RuseitUJS 9 huvo been 

traced. The inf'orrnation e.bout place-names, their histories, 

synonyms end linguistic equivalents, have in tho llU3t year• bocn 

extracted from m;>rc than 50 of' these . 

8 . Eurly in 19519 the Gover·nor oi' the Fallde.nd !Glands agreed 

t o the extended uppointment of two more F . I .D.S. surveyors -

Messrs. Br .. :rnn and Blaiklcck - to v10rk on p l -;ce- names . Mr . Brorn1 

worked. in tho :F'o1•eign Office Rcsourch Department on the nomcc in 

the oouthcrn part or H~rgueritc Bay9 tn tho eouth of Stoningtcn 

Island, nnd in Kin g George VI Sound, us f'o.1· s.:>uth as about 

Lat~ 71°S . All the existing nrunE;s given by e.xpedi tions other than 

I F . I.D.G . 


