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protest alrocady mado. H.M. Ambasscdor in Santingo had nlsoc
praotcested agoinst the cstoblishment of tho Chilian basc in
Paradisc Harbour.

ITEM 10, Tripartitc agrecment on Noval Activitics in the
Antarctic,

At the Choirman's invitation Miss 4Anstee roealled thet in

anuary and Novembor, 1945, declarations had been made by the
Argentinian, Chilicn and United Kingdom Governmentis affirming
thoir intontion 5 use no mere than the customary number of
warships in wators south of Latitude 60°8, for the remainder of
the 1949 sesson rnd for the season 1949/50, On i svomber 20th, 1950
this doelornti n hnd bucn rencwed far the scason 1950/51, lies .nstee
added that the nuiber of warshipe uscd by the Chiliene and
argentininns in their rocont operati-ns was no groentor than in
previcus years ond did not constitute a breach of the declaration.
TTEM 11, 8Scott Polar Ruscroreh Instituto.

Tho Chairman seid thet the Comnittee had before it two papers
donling with furthcer contributions to tho Institutec from the Now
Zoalrnd and Sputh .frienn Governmonts. In nddition the Committce
should know thot the Austrnlien Government had made o further
contribution 5 £4.500 for 3 yuars and that the Cansdirms had also
mnde direct contributiosns from Defencc funds,

jir., Wordic, ns Choirmen of tho Institutc's Committec of
Monngemont, cxpresscd the Institutc's nppreciantion of the help
afforded by Commonwenlth Governments, 4 considerable proportion
»f thoe Institute's funds now ceme f£rom this source and thanks to
Commonwenlth help the Institute was not only able to meet normal
cxpenditure but had in addition n balence which it wos oxponding
on the expansion of its reforenco sorvices.

Sponking for the Comnmonweanlth Governments, Sir Ceeil Day
expressed his sonec >Ff tho voalue of the Imstitute’s work.

Dr. Roberts mentisncd that the Governor of the Fnlkland
Islands algo contributed £100 per snnum to the Instituto.

ITEM 12, To take note of other prpers circulated sincc the
last meeting.

The Committoe tosk note of the following papers circulated
since the last meeting:-

P(49)22, P(L49)23, P(50)5, P(51)9, P(51)10, P{50)2 and P(51)1.

ITEM 13, Any Other Business.

Mr. Wordie thrnkod the Chairman for presiding over the
Commitlee™s deliberaticns nand expresscd good wishes for his new
appointment,.

The Committes tosk plcasure in nesociating itself with
Mr. Wordle'e remarks.

Commonwealth Relations Office. I‘f Junc, 1951,
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- The Committee expressed its keen intercst in the expecdition
and the hopc that the IﬁﬁIraIty would agroe to rclcasc the
qTTIcora Torming tho reconnaissance party and that the Air
linistry would make availablco air transport for the party.

ITEM 7. Antarctic Placc Namos Sub-Comnittcc.

Tho Chairman reforred to the minutcs of the 2nd mecting of
the Antarctic Placc Namos Committco (circulated under cover of
P(50)15) and said that aftor discussion with the Departments
conccrned he had ruled that thoe Seerutary of the A.P.C. should
continug his unofficial co-opcration on place naming with the
Scerctary of the Advisory Committee on Antarctic Names to the
United States Board on Geographic Names.

The Chairman drew tho Committcc's attention to the
recommondation madc at its last mecoting that urgont gtepas should
be takon to provide further mssistance for Dr. Roberts. He
cxplained that tho whole proccdurc for place naming in the
Antarctic was under rovicw and that it was not possible; thereforc,
to act on tho Committec's rocommendation for the time bvoing.

Tho Comnittec oxprosscd its approciation of the work of
Dr. Robertas an & assistan 88 Thomas in coipiling, analysing
and recomncnding placc names.

ITEM 8. Falkland Islands Depcndencics Survey.

The Chairmen, on behelf of the Comnittec, ocxpressced his
approciation of tho kindness of tho Colonial Office in maoking
avnileable for circulation to meimbers copics of the Governor of
tho Palkland Islands' periodic roports. He nlso drow the
Commitice's attention to tho excocllent meps of Groham Lond now
publishod snd representing the first fruits of thc Burvey's work.

Mr. Bennott referred briefly to the work of the F.l.D.S.
gince the last Polar meeting and went on to speak of the future
gcale of operations.

At present 4 bases were occupicd and were engaged principally
in metcorological work. Hitherto the F.I.D.S8. had beon financed
mainly from locel funds derived from the tax on whale oil. 1In
face of the incroased Argeantinian ond Chilian activities it was
now necessary to inergssc the number of bascs in order to
maintain our sovereignty and the ndditional cost would be met
from Imperial revenucs. Plans for the coming scason had not yet
been approved but they would include tho mointenence of the
cxisting L4 bases ond the opening of 2 others. Tho 2 ncw bascs
would probably be at Port Lockroy and nt Hope Bay. Tho latier
would be o sledging basce for work on the Mnoinland,

;TEM 9. Chilian and Argentine Activitics in the Antarctic,

Miss Anstog said that in 1950 thorc worc 5 Argontinion and
2 Cchilinn bascs in the Antarctic. Tho Argontinien bases werc at
Deception Boy and Louric Islsnd, mnd tho Molehior Islmnds. The
Chilinn brses wore on Grocinwich Island and 2t Cape Legoupil. In
Fobruary 1951 thc Mastor of the “John Biscoe" discovercd a Chilian
and sn Argentinien besc in Parrdise Harbour snd delivercd local
protests. BSubscquently the Argontinisn Govermmont snnounced the
ostnblishment of a basc in Morguerlitc Bny. H.M. Ambossndor in
Buenos Aircs had formelly protosted ngninst the establishment of
the 2 now Argentinian bnscs. The Argontine Govornment
subscguently rnnounced the sctting up of - base at Puntan Proa.
This base turncd out to be thot discovered by the "John Biscoc"
in Paradiso Hnrbour and vins, thercfyre, covercd by the diplomatic
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F.I.D. Tfunds on condition that his party included a traincd
goologlist and ~n oxpdricnced mountalncer. It was not yot known
whcthor'mr. Cnrse would be able to fulfil thesc conditions. The
sciontific rosults of the cxpedition's work would be mede
availnble to the Colonial Office and F.I.D.8. sciontists would
assist in tho annlysis of the oxpedition's sciontific
cbsorvations,

ITEM L. French Expedition to the .ntarctic 1949/50.

Dr. Roburts mentioncd that 10 men hnd epent the winter of
1950 in Terre sndelic under sndré Liotard. He had received a
lettor from M. Liotard, which ho rend to the Committee, in which
the lattor enid thnt he hnd had o succcesful yoar in spitec of
eontinucusly bad wonther. The base cnmp was Lirmly getablished
on rock and it hod buen possible to cover the breadth of the
Freonch sector with sleodging partius.

Tho "Gommandont Clarcot” sailed again for the antarctic in
Octobor 1950 with a rolicf party of 17 mon. This party would
romnin in Torre «d6lic under Licutcnant Baryé ond would have as
its principal rescarch tasks, ionospheric work, toerrastrial
magnetiam, atmospheric optics, seismology nnd metecrologye.

Dr. Loowo of Melbourme University, who was sustralicn observer
»n board the "Commandant Charcot" last year, had joined the
wintoring poarty as glaciologist,

Dr. Roberts drew tho Committec's attention to the draft law
tobled in the French Notionel asecmbly on 7th May, 1951,
transforring the administration of gll Fronch gub-interctic
and .ntarctic territorics from indagescar %o Paris. Ho gdded
that it scemod unlikely that the ..ssembly would find time to
digcuse this law before the Juae elections,

ITEM 5., Oxford and Canbridge Bxpedition to Svalbard, 1951.

admiral Day said thot DeS.R.F. Committee snd the admiralty
had approved the expedition's planse. The oxpodition would gail
for Svalbard in onc of H.l. survey ships nt thc end of June 1951
poturning in Soptember. It would consist of 12 mombeors under the
lcadership of Mcesrs. Hartog and Harland. The survey ship would
carry out occansgraphic snd hydrographic roscarch and R<N. and
R.M. bocts crows would toke part in the work of the cxpoditiona

ITEM 6. Commander Simpsoit's Roconaasissance Expedition o

Enst Grocnland.

Mr., Wordic said thot CQomnnnder Simpson's plans had beon
appraved by the Roycl Socicty and by the D.S.R.F. Committce end
hnd the support of thé Royal Geographical 8ocioty. Broandly, the
intontion wae thot 2 recomeissance expedition of 4 officers
should bec flown in during mid-July and be brought out ngaing
alss by nir, 6 weaks later, The maln oxpedition, = wintoring
party, would come in by =ir in tho summer oT 1952. The
reconnnissance cxpedition wes cssential in order to discaver the
best nrea from which operntions could be undertakon.

In discussion it-wns printed out that tho ..dmliralty had not yet
~grocd to roleasc the L4 o>fficers forming tho reeonnalssnnce

party cnd thot if sanetion f£or their rolensc wns not obtained
shertly 1t would be t23 late for tho cxpedition to be mounted
this year. Tho ulr Winistry, although willing to roloasc o
gunderland flying boat t- transport the perty, had not yet
peceived confirmation that it would be required and were unlikely
to hold opon their offer indcfinitely.

/The



the Committuc was, in fact, colebrating ite 2lst birthday.

‘ The Chairman roforrcd to the death of ir. Lincoln Ellsworth.
Ho suggested that, slthough ns o sccrot Committee the Polar
Committoc eruld not pass cny wméssnge -f sympathy to kin. Ellsworth's
rolntives, it might wish thnt n rcforence should bo made in the
minutos to its scnse of the luss to antnretic cxploration caused
by ir. Ellsworth's death. The Committec ndopted the Chairmen's
gsuggestion.

ITEY 2. Norwegion-British-owedish wntnretic Expedition.

Dr. Roborits gnve an cceaunt of his visit 1o Moudheim during
the pnet sntnrotic suwmacr. The wintering party of 16 men (from
Norwny, Sweden, sustranlia, Consda nnd tho Unitcd Kingdom) had beon
corrying out an extremely succussiul programme of rescearch and
oxploration in the faec of econsidurnble difficulties. Tho basc
wns bBuilt an floating shclf iec, somc 150 milos distont from tho
ncarest rock outerap. It was porhaps tho most unintcerosting place
in whieh to live that eould presibly bo found. During the winter
the living quarters WOro deeply buricd In spow and ventilation was
tho main problein. Continued cffort wns required to kcecp all
routine obscrvatiosns going nad lock of fregh air and daylight
tended t2 cnusc npnthy.

Dr. Roberts went on to sponk of tho lossons in running an
international expedition to be learncd from the experiences gained
at Maudheim, His impression was, that apart from some very real
language difficultiss wiih conscquent inersased risk of
misunderstanding , therc did not sccu to have bocen any more friction
than is usual in a national Polar gxzpodition of comparablc sizc.

He felt that tho oxpedition had proved that tho over-riding factor
was the secleetion of the right typc of men. ALlthough therc would
ve naturally certain diffcroncos of opinion apparcnt at the
planning singe of an intcrnational oxpedition duc to the natural
dcsirc of sach nation to play a major part, these differonces

would not re-appcar oncc the crpedition had sailcd. One difficulty
with an intcernational cxpcdition was that of sponding the available
fundg roally cconomically, as much moncy would have to go on
compromiscs. On balsncs Dr. Loborté folt that the disadvantagcs

of national rivalry werc outwcighod by the sdventagus of the
pooling of knowlcdge and rEsSourcas.

Looking further shead; Dr. Roberts sald that he believed that
we should support intcranational cxpuditions when the opportunity
geceurred but in the immecdiats future the more c¢fficient dovelop-
mont would be m sorics of concuircat and botter co-ordinated
national cxpcditions cxchanzing obsarvors and gcientists onc with
another. Dr. Roborts rcicrrcd to the proscnce of Commonwcelth
personncl in the Meudhcim cxpedition end paid tributc to the
acrvices of the South .frican Govornment in arranging radio-
communication via Capec Towin. 1I1In conclusion he montioncd that the
officcre of thc South ..fricen Mecteorological Scrvice had exprossead
to him thoir high opinion of the valuo of tho sntarctic stations
and ospeeially of the upper air obgorvations from Moudheim,

ITEM 3. Mr., V.D. Corse's Expedition %o South Goorgine.

Mr. Bonnctt oxplained that this oxpedition, to be mounted in
the coming -ntarctic summcr, wos privatoly organised but had
rocoived the sanction of the Colonial Office nnd of tho Governor
of the Frnlkland Islands, Nr. carse's intontion was to carry out a
preliminary rceonnnisesrnee 2f part of tho loss known south-western
const by wnter, probably in 2 whaling company's ship, and then to
cxplorc it by land. He hnd been oftored o grant of €500 from
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i POLAR COMMITTEE

Minutos of o mooting of
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nt the Commonwenlih Relaotions Officec ot
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Friday, 1st Juné, 1951.

PRESENT :

Jed «8, Garnoer,
n )

Miss l.Jde anstec,

Mr.
(Chairn

Dr. BB, R"I_L‘Ol"t:‘.'-,

Rear-idmiral .. Day,

e

C oming hdams,

nder G.2.

Commander R Fall,

Wing-C ommnnn

iTEM 1. Stotcment by Chairman.

The Chnirman his
tha Chﬁi?h.;uhip
Commissioner in New Do
Chairmon. 4lthough’ the i
past two yearse as it hed 1

for the eirculntion of pnpers,
betwoen nll those most eloscly

The
88t up to
"Polar Committoc”

Chalrmon mentioned theot
study /nmtnretic gucstions
in Pebruary; 1930,

nlth Relations Officc.

Conmonwo

Foreign Offico.

Foroign O0ffioco,
Rosoereh Departmeont,

LAdmiralty.
AGmirnlty.

J 'l:!tl Pl"‘..“.-“lil‘lg St':ff,

Ministry of Defenco.

ui!" i-.i.‘:i'.: tr‘:r'-

lire J.5, Bennatt, Colonial Office.
Mr. ...8. .rostrong, Hinistry of jgriculture
nnd Fisheries.
Mre. Jalis #:rdiu, Royal Geagreophienl Socisgty.
Mr. J.G. Halstesad, Coanada.
Mr. F.B. Caaper, australin,
Mr. T. Hoewitson, South Africa,
8ir Cecil Day, New Zenland,
Mr. N. Pritchaord, Commonwenlth Relations Office.
Mr. a.,H. Reod, Commonwenlth Relations Qffice.
(8ceraetary)
P logies were reccived from Mr. Broughton, admiralty, and
Mr. Prosscer, Ministry of Civil Aviation, who were unable to attend,

regrat nt having to rosign from

intiment as United Kingdom Deputy High
N. Pritchard
mittece hed
rmorly done, he felt that it had

nevertheless played s v’lu#blu vart by functioning ns a medium
and in providing =

would succocd him ns

not megt as frecquently in the

eonveniegnt link

anected with Palar nffnirs.

the interdepnrtmentnl committce

had Lormelly token the name
With the presont mecting

/the




COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE

WHitehall 2313
Byt DOWNING STREET

Your reference

Please quote in reply: F. 28?2/1 3

WMITTER
LONEAS NS Polar Committce hecld
ns Officc ot 3 p.m. ON

1ath June, 1951.

’ t 3 C :hllal.il'.‘n‘(.-".ltnl ‘,'..Ul_.\tal s OffiC'&.

At the last Polar Committee
meeting Brian Roberts referred
to the draft law tabled in the Poroim OFffios
French National Assembly on =g Rcﬂ“rrcﬁ DosewEnEt
7th May, 1951, which will oo i A -
transfer the a dninistration of Al
all French sub~-Antarctic and s D
Antarctic territories from
Madagascaer to Paris. I am

i enclosing a copy of the draft

law.
i
: / i l=_ii;iif.\'t1":‘.*-

ujk 0lonipl Office.

finistry of igriculture

e HE:’ITSON, ESQO 'l == nnd Flesherics.
SUU'TH AFRICA HOUGE,

Forelgn Qffico,

wdmirnl t:,r -

Joint Planning Staff,
kinistry of Defenca.

oyal Geogrnphiecal Society.

anndo,
ustralic.
Mr, T. Howitson, south Africa.
8ir Cecil Day, New Zoaland,
Krs No Pritchard, Commonwenlth Relations Office.
Mr». ~.H. Reoed, Commonwenlth Relantions Office.
(Scerctary) '

" _uPJl"EiOS.WQPG reccived from Mr. Broughton, admiralty, and
Mr. Prosser, Ministry of Givil Avliation, who werc unnble to attend.

ITEM 1. BStatemont by Chairman,

The Cholrmen expressed his regret at having to resign from
the Choirmanship opn his appointmeont as United Kingdom Deputy High
Commigsionor in New Delhi. Mr. N. Pritchard would succecd him as
Chnirmon, .4lthough’ the Committce had not mot cs freguently in the
pnst two yenrs os it hed formerly done, he fclt thnt it had
noverthoclose played 2 valuable part by functioning ns » medium
for the circulation of papors, mnd in providing o conveniont link
botwoon all those most claoscly connected with Polar nffairs.

The Chairman mentionsd thnt the interdepartmental committcc
ﬁut up to sﬁuay anteretic cuestions had formelly token the noame
falar Committiee" in February, 1930. With the presont mocting

/the
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SECRET 20th June, 1951.

Zolgr Oommittee

As your mimate P.M,102/2 of the 29th May unfortunately
reached ue on the 2nd June, we were unable to make use
of material contained in it and the annexure at the
Polar Committee meeting which took place on the lst June.

The swmmary of the minutes of the inter—departmental
meeting held on the 3rd April contains much that might be of
interest to the Poler Committee and we have therefore sent a
copy of the document to the Secre for circulation as a

Committee document. We have also ralsed, te informelly,
the %naatien of the contimmance of the weather station set
wp :di lt:uahein by the Norwegian-British-Swedish Antarctic
Exp on.

I enclose copies of the minutes of the meet of
the let June, together with the under-mentioned documenta:

?(51)9 ~ Heard Island and the MacDonald Islands

P(51)10 - Marion and Irince Bdward Islande

P(51)11 = French Antarotic Expedition 1949-50.

P(51)12 -~ Flace Namez in the antarctiec.

P(51) let Meeting - Agenda

1 also enclose a copy of the draft law tabled in
the Prench Natiomal Assembly on the 7th May, 1951, which
will tranefer the administration of gll French sub-antarctic

and antarctic territories from ladagascar to Paris.
draft law is mentioned under item 4 of the minutes.

¥. Mewitason

Political Secretary.

—F
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i 23e. Awafle fune, 1951.
he Tollowing amendments should be made to the ° v
Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on
18t June 1951;:

POLAR COMMIWIER

ITEM 3

Page 3 line 2 after '"geologisi" insert ", a gualifiied
surveyor" i

Page 3 line 3 delete sentence beginning "The selentific
results...." and insert new sentence "Mr. Carse wap also
being asked to make the sclentific results of his
expedition's work available to the Colonial Off'ice in
return for the assistance oifered",

mfortunately
ITEM 8 the
Page L4 line 16 insert "Detailed" before "Plans",

partmental
ht be of

Page L line 19 delete '"probably',. ‘e sent a

a7 1 ¥ 10\
COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS UFFICE 24 JUN 1951

P(51)12 - Place NHames in the Antarctic.

P(51) lst NMeeting - Agenda

1 glso enclose a copy of the draft law tebled in
the FPrench National Assembly on the 7th Nay, 1951, which
will trensfer the administrastion of sll French sub-antarctic

and anterctic territories from Madagascar to Paris.
draft law is mentioned under item 4 of the minutes.

T. Hewitaon

Political Secretary.

TH/AG —
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MEMORANDUM

A, I consider that suitable patches for growing
vegetables could be found close to the Metecorological Station.
The main considerations would be -

g1'
2,
Jis

B. There is very little true soil on the Island, Even
in vertical banks 2 to 3 feet high of Preshwater Stream
material which looked like soil proved to be fibrous peaty
material, Owing to the continuocus high rainfall and water-
retaining properties of peaty material, even comparatively
steep slopes are sodden, but if the surface vegetation i1s
cleared away in more gently slopinj; areas and small furrows
made to take away standing water I have no doubt that vegetables
could be grown successfully. The use of agricultural
drainage pipes may also be useful in this connection.

Accessibility from living quarters:
Locality sheltered from high winds:
Vegetable garden to have northern agpect.

£ In two places against stecp slopes not very far from
the Meteorclogical Station I actually came across some firm
clayey soil, The extent of this soil appcared to be small
but more intensive inspection would conceivably show up
sufficicnt of this material to make tcrracing practicable.
Terrace slopes should be protected with grass and moss indigenous
to the island which prevent erosion even against very steep
slopes or ridges.

D, On many of the ridges and lknolls gravel of scoriaceous
rock, which often loocks very much like pumice end is partly
decomposed, is mixed with soil and peaty material, Such areas
are usually firm and it might be guite possible to grow crops
in them, They are generally reasonably level and in some
cases protected from winds to 4 cortain extent by higher
outecrops.

B, I do not recommend attempts to drain lsvel boggy
areas. The high and continuous rainfall, retentive nature of
material and complste lack of any firm material for a
considerable depth would make any such work very difficult to
earry out and probably cause it to be a fellure, Nor is
large scale terracing considercd to be justified at this stage.

It is recommended that experimental pataches as
outlined in B, C and D above should be tackled first under the
carc of a full time experienced gardener for one tour during
gsummer. This will indicate the potentialities before embarking
on considerable terracing or drainage work and I am convinced
that it will prove that =z variety of vegetables can be grown
on the island,

F. It may be possible that willows, poplars or other
water-loving trees may be establisned in windbreceks round the
vegetable patches. Whether such trees will be able to with-
stand the terrific winds 1s doubtful, but it is considered
to be worth trying.

Je P. Kplel,
ENGINEER,

CAPE TOWN
29th March, 1951.




12, White Foxes:

In view of the fact that the albatross and penguins
iomc to the island to breed and incidentally provide &clgﬁme
;?cah meat and that their eggs and young are totally unpro-
tected on the ground, ths meeting feclt that if white foxes
were introduced on the island they would destroy these birds.

-

13, Reports from Other Islands:

It was azreed that it would be adventageous for the
Union Government to obtain reports on horticulturs, afforesta-
tion, livestock, etc, from the authorities in charge of the
Falkland Islands and the South Shetland Islands where
conditions appear to be similar to thosc on lMarion Island.

1. Scilentific Investigations:

Before any scientific investipgations could be conducted
to explore the natural resources of the island, it was agreed,
a proper topographical survey of the igland should be under-
taken, Geological, hydrographic, soil and other necessary
surveys should follow.

1t was considered reasonable to expeet officials
conducting scientific investigations and surveys to be resident
on the island on 12-monthly reliefs. It might become necessary
to increase slightly the accommodation on the island to
provide for them,

154 Transport:

It was clear that without suitable transport, the
Government would be handiecapped in all its efforts to develop
the island. Prigates are very e-pensive to run, costing
about 510 an hour in fuel alone, and, furthermore, arc not
suitable for carrying cargo or pASSENIErS.

1t was concluded that transport requirements could
best be met by the provision of a small cargo vassel with
passenger accommodation and of sufficient endurance to enable
her to make the 2,400 mile ocean journey and to lie off the
island for the necessary period.

The view was expressced that the Government might
consider purchasing such & vesscl and manning it with naval
personnel and employing it on naval dutics when it was not
engaged on relief work for the island,



Te Farming:
(a) Horticulture

A report was handed in by an Engineer in the
Department of Irrigetion, regarding the condition
of soil on the island, the drainage position and
the possibility of growing vegetables. This
report is attached as Annexure A,

The meeting was informed that experiments were in
progress on the growing of vegetables in cold
frames end so far were proving that certain
vegetables could be grown.

It was suggested that it might be worth while to
erect a greenhouse for this purpose, It was
decided, however, to test fully the cold frame
method first.

(b) Livcstock:

It was reported that the sheep gent to the island
in 1949, which were a cross between a Dorsetshire

and a German Merino had done fairly well, The pigs |
were doing well, Fowle would do well if they were ’
properly housed and given laying meal, .
S, Afforestation:
It was stated that the Department of Transport was
in touch with the Department of Forestry rogarding the most
suitable trees for planting on the island. A report from
the officer in charge of the island was read to the effect that,
of the trees planted in November, 1950, the Pinus Pinaster and

Cypressug Iawonsoniana were growing strongly. It was
considered that when it is cstablished which trees grow best, |
these should be planted extensively as wind breaks,

9. Resident Farmer:

It was considered that an experienced official from
the Department of Agriculturc should be stationcd on the island
to conduct farming experiments in horticulture, livestock,
poultry, afforestation, ste,

10, Fishing:

It would appear that fish can be caught only on the
outer cdge of the kelp barrier. 1t was considered that -
advantage should be taken of the next visit of the frigate to
test the fishing possiblities in the vicinity of the island

i Sea-clephant 0il Industry:

1t was considepred that a census ghould be taken of
the number of sea-elephants on Marion and rfrince Edward Islands.
The census on the latter island could be taken by the forth-
coming elief ship, It would of course be a very roughs
estimate as time would be limited,

From infdbmation supplied by the official of the
Department of Transport who had been stationed on the island,
it would seem, on first sight, that the population is far too
small to warrant the establishment of en oil industry there.

/ Aes



(a) Hggticulture'

A report was handed in by an Enginecer in the
Department of Irrigation, regarding the condition
of soil on the island, the drainage position and
the possibility of growing vegetables. This
report is attached as Annexure A.

The mecting was informed that experiments were in
progress on the growing of vegetables in cold
Prames and so far were proving that certain
vegetables could be grown.

It was sugzested that it might De worth while to
erect a grecnhouse for this purpose, It was
decided, however, to test fully the eold frame
method first.

(p) Livestock:

It was reported that the sheep sent to the island

in 1949, which were a Ccross between a Dorsetshire
and a German Merino had done fairly well. The pigs
were doing well, Fowls would do well if they were
properly housed and given laying meal.

8. Afforestation:

Tt was stated that the Department of Transport was
in touch with the Department of Foresiry regarding the most
suitable trees for planting on the island, A report from
the officer in charge of the island was rend to the effect that,
of the trees planted in November, 1950, the Pinus Pinaster and
Cypressus Iawonsoniansg were growing strongly. It was
considered that when it is established which trees grow best,
these should be planted extensively as wind breaks,

9. Regident Farmer:

Tt was considered that an experienced official from
the Department of Agriculturc should be stationed on the island
to conduct farming experiments in horticulture, livestock,
poultry, afforestation, ete.

10,  Pishing:

It would appear that fish can be ceught only on the
outer edge of the kelp barrier, 1t was considered that
advantage should be taken of the next visit of the frigate to
test the fishing possiblities in the vicinity of the island

14 Sea-elephant Oil Industry:

It was considered that a census should be taken of

the number of sea-clephants on Marion and Prince BEdward Islands.

The census on the latter island could be takéen by the forth-
coming relief ship, It would of course be a vVery rougha
satimate as time would be limited,

Prom infdbmation supplied by the officlal of the
Department of Transport who had been stationed on the island,
it would seem, on Tirst sight, that the population is far too
small to warrant the establishment of an oil industry there.
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SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF AN INTER-DEPARTMENTAL

MESTING HELD ON THE 3RD APRIL, 1951, TO CONSIDER
THE D OPMENT OF MARION IOLAND e 8

—

A meeting of representatives of Union Government
Departments concerned with Marion Island was convened on

the 3rd April, 1951, to consider ways and means of developing
the island,

24 It was stated at the outset that the Minister of
Trensport wae interested in the development and wishes to
encouraze married men and families to live on the island so
that thie Department could draw on the older and more mature
personnel for duty there, Proper married quarters would
therefore have to be construected.

o An official of the Department of Transport who had
been stationed there, described his personal expericnces of
the weather and living conditions. He made special mention
of the following:

(a) There are at present 7 buildings on the island built
of wood asnd specially designed to withstand the
windy weather, At present 8 persons can be
accommodated. There is a good landing stage, but
no boat.

|
(b) The island is situated 1,200 miles 5.3.E. of Port ‘
Elizabeth and is on latitude L47°

(¢) Climate: Very windy with gusts sometimes 100 m.p.h.
Averaze rainfall 935 inches per year. Hardly any
evaporation, consecuently extremecly wet, Average
sunshine in summer 7 hours a day, in winter 1 hour
a day. Goldest day was 23.8°F, Icebergs are
oceasionally ssen, The cold winds make living
conditions unpleasant,

(a) Topography: BSnow-covered central peak, 3,890 feet,
Surface of island covered with layer of soggy
vegetation with no soil to speak of, making it
difficult to walk aboub. Island surrounded by
floating kelp,

(e) It is the intention to inatal a hydro-electric
plant and waterborne sewerage later in the year,

(£) There is plenty of good clean drinking water on the
island and no flics,

- Relief Periods: It was considered that twelve-
monthly rellefs to the island would be reasonable.

Be Accommodation: It was considered that as a first
step, two detached bungalows to accommodate two families should
be erected. The buildings must be detached on account of fire
hazard,

6., Modical Services: It was agreed that a doctor should
be stationed on the island if women were to live there. The

doctor could assist with routine mcteorological work in his
gpare time,

[/ Ts



SECRET

Eiillﬂt;;

,Erevious Reference P(51)10

Polar Committee

Marion Island

The attached summary of the minutes of a
Union of South Africa inter-departmental meeting to
discuss the development of Marion Island 1s circulated
for the information of the Committee by courtesy of

the South African member.
(Signed) A. H, REED

BECRETARY
Polar Committee

Commonwealth Relations Office,

July, 1951.

difficult to walk avbout,
floating kelp,

island and no flies,

hazard,

spare time,

(e) It is the intention to instal a
plant and waterborne sewerapge

T
=
JER

rgrnment
ied on
developing

ster of
shes to
lsland so
@ mature
3 would

»t who had

.ences of
11 mention

island built
ind the

1 be

stage, butb

of Port

31 100 m,p.h,
wrdly any

AVEerage
;er 1 hour
28 are

living

5,890 feet,

BOELY
ing it

¢ surrounded by
hydro-electric
in the year.
(£f) There is plenty of good clesn drinking water on the
L. Relief Periods: It was considered that twelve-
monthly reliefs to the island would be reasonable.
5a Accommodation: It was considered that as a first

step, two detached bungalows to accommodate U
be erected. The buildings must be detached on account of fire

two families should

6, Medical Services: It was agreed that a doctor should
be stationed on the island if women were to live there, 'The
doctor could mssist with routine meteorological work in his

R




Maudheim in principle, but would probably find it
difficult to justify a United Kingdom contribution
in money or material, as they are at present putting
considerable effort into meteorological arrangements
in the Palkland Islands and its dependencies whiech

- would suffer if resources were diverted to Maudhe im.

1 cannot find that the question has bean it
considered by the Swedish or Norweglan Governments,
or that it has at any time been suggested to other:
powers that the Station might be continued as &an
international one with participation from outside

the Expedition.
L\’Lﬂ_ i -L‘
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COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE
W Hiltehall 2323
Ext.: DOWNING STREET
Your reference 1 ing
Please quote in reply /'_/ ‘?_;_ /JF)SI, EONBON '5.W.2

16th August, 1951.

9(’4 “(.J.l.’;.../
In your letter 19/88/2 of 19th June you asked if 1d
there were any likelihood of the temporary Weather ¢

Station set up at Maudheim by the Norwegian - British -
Swedish Antarctic Expedition being continued on a
permanent basis. We also discussed the matter on the
telephone when I promised to make some further 1ilt
enquiries. I am sorry to have taken so long to do so,
but the people concerned have proved rather elusive.
it

The position seems to be that the National
Committees are not anxious to continue the Maudheim
Station partly because of administrative difficultles
and partly b ecause they feel that the work produced
by the Station should be first analysed before a
decision were taken to continue it. The party at y. h
Maudheim is due to be relieved in January 1952, and if
it were to be replaced guite a lot of money would have re
to be spent on new buildings and material, and & new i
team would have to be sent. I understand that the
evaluation of the work already done at Maudheim would
take perhaps two years. =

From the Antarctic Expedition's view, the %,
continuance or the re-establishment of the post would
be a practical proposition but the cost would rule it
out at any rate for the time being. The attitude of
the Meteorological Office here is that they would be
willing to support the idea of a permanent Station at

/Maudhe im

T, HEWITSON, ESQ.,

SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE. M he

= M EICTL T oL LULDS AU WOD CUlIDIUCLTW viaav WO EYET T

monthly reliefs to the island would be reasonable.,

P Accommodation: It was considered that as 8 first
step, two detached bungalows to accommodate two familiess should
be erected, The buildings must be detached on account of fire
hazard,

6., Medical Services: It was agreed that a doctor should
be stationed on the island if women were to live there. The
doctor could assist with routine metcorological work in his
spare time,

/ T



Confidential 20th August, 1951.

It does not ap that the mm been
congiderod by the or Norwe Gove g, or that
it has at any time been suggested oomrum&at
the Station might be contimued as an internagtional one
with participstion from outside the Expedition.

A. L. W. DE VILLIERS.

Politionl Secretary.

AdV/AG
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R COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE

Ext, 1
Your reference ' DOWNING STREET

Plesse quote in reply:  Fo 2872/25A LONDON S.W.1

g
20* Septenber, 1951,

The Central 0ffice of Information have mad short
Technicolor film on the Norwegian-British-Swedis pedition

called "THE #HITE CONTINENT®, I have arranged for a private
showing of the £ilm to take rlace at 3 p.m. on Thursday, the

kth October, in the C,0.I, cinema at Norgeby House, 83 Baker

Street, W.1,.

T hope you will be able to spare the time to see the
£41m and to bring with you anyone else in South ifriea House

who might like to see it, Perhaps you could give me a ring in
confirmation and let me know how many seats I should reserve?

ﬂﬁ“’)

(A.H, REED)

A.L,W, de VILLIERS, ESQ.,
SOUTH APRICA HOUSE,

P.3., Perhaps I should add that the film runs
for about 20 mimuteas,

£ ” 25

A. L. W. DE VILLIERS.

Political Secretary.

AAV/AG

%%



ICE
19/88/2 25th September, 1951.
EET

W.1

) Qs "QQ.Q_J 4

Thanks very mach for your
letter of the 20th. Hamilton and I
are looking forward to seeing the

of "The ¥hite Continent" on
Thuraday, 4th Octover at 3 p.m. and
will be grateful if you could reserve
two seats for us.

jm A-Hf-csuj-a_

(s)A. L. ¥, de Villiere)

A. H, R’edl mq-’
Commonwealth Relatione Office.

AQV/AG g//\/.’ éi i
o

A LW, de VIIIIHNRS, ESQ., =ghaies
SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE.

X VJ"'L‘&‘"\

P.S. Perhaps I should add that the film runs
for about 20 minutea.

£ % &5l

A. L. W. DE VILLIERS.

Political Secretary.

AQV/AG
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The Inspector-General of Overseas
Services of the National Geographical
Institute.

The Director of the Institute for
Terrestrial Physics, or his
representative,

One member elected from the National
Naotural History Musecum.

One of the members of the Scientific
Commission selected because of his
particular qualifications, and
elected by the aforesaid Commigslon.

An official of the Economic Affulrs
Directorate of the Ministry for
Overseas France.

Article 9t The Director of the Office for Overseas Scientific
Research is instructed to carry out the present
decree which will be published in the "Journal
Officiel de la Republigue Francaise",

Paris. ond August 1 S

For the Minister and on his authority
Chargd de Mission

Jacques Ponchelet.



Article 6

Article 7:

Article 8;

Geo;ogx and Physical Geog;aghx:

Member of the Inetitute, Professor of

P, Fallot
L, Lutand
L. Furon

M, Coulomb

Rev, Father
Lejay

Botony:
Prof, H, Heim

ZOOIOQ{:

Budxer:

Geology in the

College de Fruance,

Professor of Physicul Geography in

the Faculty of

Science in the Sorbonne,

Deputy Director of the Geological
Laboratory of the Museum,

Terrestrial Physics:

Professor at the Sorbonney, Director

of the Institute of
Physics,

Terrestrial

Head of the Nutional Radioelectricity
Luboratory, French Bureau of the

Ionosphere,

Member of the Institute, Director
of the National Natural History

Museum.

The Director of' the

Scientific

Institute in Madagascar,

Deputy Director of the Colonial
Fisheries Laboratory at the National
Natural History Musecum;

and three members selected becouse

of their particularp

Captain Loranchet -
Lt,-"ol, Milon -
P, Tenernia

gualifications:-

Hydrogrophy
Ornithology
Scientific
Adviger 0.
the Eu?hi Staff
(Oceanography) .

The Commission will meet on the summons of its
President, or, when he is ubsent or in cases of
difficulty; at the summons of the Vice-President.

The work of the Scientific Commission for PFrench
southern and antarctic territories is prepared

by a permanent study commission for French
southern und antarctic territories which has been
directed to study in detail methods of application
or the carrying out of decisions, or measures
proposed by the Scientific Commission for French
southern and antarctic territories,

The permanent study commission for French southern
and antarctic territories will comprise seven
membere, vig:-

The Director of the Office for Overseas
Sclentific Research, or his representative,
The Scientific Adviser for French southern or
antarctic territories, or one member of the

Section for French southern cnd antarectic

territories,

The



Article 53

The Commission will direct the scientific
activities of permanent establishments in
French southern and antarctie territories,
On their return to France members of
sclentific teams will report to the
President of the Commission on work carried
out and results obtained,

At the discretion of the President, the
work and studies will be submitted for the
examination of the Higher Council for
Overseas Seientific and Technical Ressarch.

The Scientific Commission for French southern
and antarctic territories will comprise 21
members, viz:-

1. Five members representing the Ministry
for Overseas France:-

The Director of the Office for Overseas
Scientific Research, (President)

The High Commissioner for French southern
and antarctic territories when this
poet has been set up, and until then,
the Head of the Mission in southern
territories. (Vice-President)

The Director of Economic Affairs and Planning,
or his representative,

The Director of Political Affairs, or his
representative,

The Scientific Adviser for French southern
and antarctic territories,

2 Rive representatives from Ministerial
Departments or Services interested
in scientific research, in develop-
ment and in increasing the wealth
of French southern and antarctic
territories:-

The representative from the Directorate for
Oceanic Asia in the Ministry for
Foreign Affairs,

The Engineer General in charge of the
Naval Hydrographic Service, or his
representative.

The Inspector General, Director of Oversecas
Geographic Services in the National
Geographic Institute, or his
representative,

The Head of the Signals and Coding Section
of the Combined General Staff of the

y Arm=d Forces, or his representative,

The Inspector General in charge of Overseas
Meteorological Services, or his
representuvive,

618 Eight members representing the wvarious
geientiflic controlling bodies of
the permanent estublishments carrying
out research in French southern
and antarctic territories:-

Geology and Physical Geography:



MINISTRY FOR OVERSEAS FRANCE

CREATION OF SCIENTIFIC COMMISSION FOR

FRENCH SOUTHERN AND ANTARCTIC TERRITORIES.

The Minister for Overcseas France,

Pursuant to Statute No, 550 of the 1llth October, 1943, announcing

the setting up of a Colonial Scientific Research Office,
ratitied by the order of the 24th November, 194l.

Pursuant to the Statute of the 30th April, 1946, concerning the
establishment, the financing and the execution of plans
relating to the eguipment and development of territories within
the jurisdiction of the Ministry for Overseas France.

Pursuant to the Ministerial Decree of the 24th September, 1947,
announcing the creation of a Higher Council for Overseas
Secientific and Technical Research.

Pursuant to the report No, KER/F/1708 of the 20th June; 1951,
from the Head of Mission in Southern Territories,

Article 1:

Article 2:

Article 3:

Decrees:-

Under the supreme authority of the Minister
for Overseas France a scientific commission
for French southern and antarctic territories
is to be set up within the framework of the
activities of the office for Overseas
Scientific Research.

This Commission will study all scientific
questions in French southern and antarctic
territories.

It is specifically charged:-

To direct research and study towards
the possibilities of increasing the
wealth of these territories.

To establish, in this connection, a
general programme of work and study.

To propose the measures to be taken
and the work to be carried out to
realise this programme,

To determine the total financial
provision necessary to realize
this programme.

The Commission will advise on and control the
use or the credits provided in the budget

for Overséas Scientific Research under the
heading of the Programme of Scientific

and Boonomie gtudy in French southern and
antarctic territories.

Article L
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The attached paper contains a translation of the text
of a decree of the Ministry for Overseas France published within

on August 30th. It is circulated for the information of
the Committee,

1947,

951,
(Signed) M, ALLEN

for A. H, REED

Secretary,
Polar Committee,

Commonwealth Relations Office,
Downing Street,

/0 /4 November 1951,

general programme of work and study.

To propose the measures to be taken
and the work to be carried out to
realise this programme,

To determine the total financiael
provision necessary to realize
this programme.

Article 3: The Commission will advise on and control the
use of the credits provided in the budget
for Oversdéas Scientific Research under the
heading of the Programme of Scientiflc
and Economic study in French southern and
antarcetic territories,

Article L:






THE FRENCH ANTARCTIC EXVEDITION, 41949-51

On 20 January 1950, landing operations were started
on Cap de Margerie at "Port-Martin" (named after the second-in-
gommand of the expedition, who died during the outward voyagze )
in lat.66°46'3,, long.141020'E,, about 40 miles west of the
hut occupied by Sir Douglas Mawson's expedition of 1911-1lL.
High winds delayed the landing operations, but in five working
days some 250 tons of stores, which included two Weasels and
prefabricated huts, were landed, On 9 February the
"Commandant Charcot', after laying depots at Pointe Géologie
and at Cape Denison, began the homeward voyage. Some difficulty
was experienced in finding & way northwards through the pack,
but Hobart was reached on 23 February. The vessel later
visited Heard Island, Iles de Kerguelen, Ile Baint-Paul and
TIle Amaterdam, and finally reached Brest on 10 June 1950,

In addition to routine meteorologlcal observations,
the wintering party (listed in P(51)11) did magnetic and
glaciologicsl work, Zoological observations were made at an
Emperor Penguin rookery discovered near the base, A large-
scale sledging programme was also undertaken. Before the
winter set in a depot was laid by the Weasels at a point some
80 Xmn, west of Port-Martin, in preparation for the spring
journeys, Between 4 and 11 June 1950 a sledging party made a
winter journey to the eastern boundary of Adékte Land in long.
1L20E, At the end of October 1950, a survey team of three men
made a spring sledging journey 100 lm, eastwards over the sea
ice, and a second three-man survey team sledged some 70 km,
westwards over the sea ice, Between 9 December 1950 and 19
January 1951 the main sledge journey to the western boundary of
Terre Adélie in long.136°E, was made, Meanwhile between 9 and
22 December, a party of four in one of the Weasels travelled to
the eastern boundary of Adélie Land, and beyond to the former
Australian base hut at Cape Denison,

On 3 October 1950 the "Commandant Charcot', again
commanded by Capitaine de Vaisseau Douguet, left DBrest on her
third antaretlc voyasge. Calls were made at Algiers, Djibouti,
Diego Buarez, Fremantle and Hobart, On 28 December the vessel
left Hobart. Open pack was encountered on 2 January 1951 in
lat.65%40'3,, long,1LOCE, No difficulty was experienced in the
ice and by midnight on L January the vessel had reached
lat,66959'S, , long,q1L5°E,, near the tongue of Mertz Glacier.
Commonwealth Bay was found to be free of ics, but Port-Martin
was still frozen, and the vesscl was unable to anchor there until

High winds delayed the landing operations, but by
417 January the stores, ineluding two more Weasels and additional
prefabricated huts, were landed and the new wintering party had
taken over the base, In the following week the "Commandant
Charcot" made hydrographic observations off Port-Martin, and on
27 January began a reconnaissance westwards along the coast,
Close pack wae encountered in long.138950'E,, and the vessel
followed the lce edge northwards to lat, 65°30'8,, long
133°20'E, , and then returned to Port-Martin.

The "Commandant Charcot" finally left Port-Martin on
6 February 1951. Calls were made at Macquarie Island and
Campbell Island, and Hobart was reached on 20 February. The
return voyage to France was made by way of the Panama Canal.

/ The
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prefabricated huts, were lande 1d the 1 rintering 1xrty had
taken over the base. u‘"d the "Commandant
Charcot! made hydrographic uugcrvatinns icvt-r&rtln. and on
27 January began a reconnaissance westw along the coast.
Close peck was encountered in loﬂé.i;Jo ! and the vessel
followed the ice edge northwards to lat, 65°30'S., long
138920'E, , and then returned to ;OPuﬂﬂuPLlu.

The "Commandant Charcot" finally left Port-lartin on
6 February 1951. Calls were made at Macquarie Island and
Campbell Island, and Hobart was reached on 20 February, The
return voyage to France was made by way of the Panama Canal,
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‘raquiroa widesprcad acrial receonnaissancao, For this type of work

tho usc of helicoptors ives promisc of being of gxcoptional
valuc

Hydro, raphy and Oceanopraphy

Tho Hydrographic Service has becn Wworking at a number of
locations in the Bastorn arctice. In tho lesufort 8eooa the
Dofonce Research Jnard oxpodition lcd by Mr. Tl linnning in the
Cancolim II has defincd tho limits of tho continontal shelf from
Domareation Point to Princc Alfrcd Capo, In 1950 Dr. Med.Dunbar
in the Calanus complotod his investisationa in Ungava Day, and in
1951 he oxtcnded his work t0 Probishecr Hay. The C.Ge.8e CeDeHove

has been collscting information on harbours by moons of photography

from the holicoptor and soundin from o speeial launche

Z00logy

The barren land caribou survey has bocn eomplotode Con-
sideration is being (iven to an invoestisation of thc presont
status of musk-oX.

Glaciolo_y

In 1948 Mr. Yalter Wood of thc iretic Instituts of North
jmerica established a ficld station in thc 8t. Elias Range mainly
for placiological work, The station was rcoccupicd in 1949 but
in 1950 the Instifutc's resourecs wors eoncentrated in
iire PeDs Daird's oxpedition to tho icc cop in ccntral Jaffin
Island. ilork at the St. Blias stotion was rcaumed in 1951,

Megdical Research

Much information of wvalue is bolng obtanined through the
incresscd medical facilities and this is indicating tho most
promiging fields for reecarch. 'fho physioloriieal investigations
carried out under tho dircetion of Drs malcolm Lrawn of Quecn's
University have continucds Particular attontion is boing paid
to parasitolosy and to the virolosy of northorm influcnza
gpldemics.

sretic Roscarch Asdvis~ry Committec

Octobor 1951,
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TRANSPORT AT ION
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Air transportation in the Arctic has continued to play an
importgnt part. 4 noteworthy feature has been the increasing use
of hel%popters, thoush these have 'met with a number of accidents
@urin; the past summer., There have also been markcd developments
in other forms of transportation. The Lackenzie Iirhway now pro-
vides an all-weather road to Great Slave Lake and is makings lay
River an important setilement. In the Yukon many miles of new
20ad have bheen built.

lost froirht is still handled by water, Tho U.8. l'avy Sca
Supply lidssion supplies the Joint weathor station progranme in the
Arctic Archipela 0. In the Bastcrn Lrctic most of the northern
posts are served by the C.D. lowe, whilc the ludson's Jay Company,
with the Rupertsland, the ort Carry and the Iort Charles, have
concentratofl more on sudson lay, lludson Straits, and James Jaye.
The Coverynment icebreskor C.G.3. wcLean is bein usecd to an
increasin_ extent for deliverin; supplics in ihidson Day and Siraits,
particularly where ice conditions arc difficult, In the Western
Zrctic the Hell.C. vessel Fort Hcarnc has boen Joinecd by a new vessel
‘the Nechelik to replace the llizalik.

SCICITEIRIC ACTIVIVIES

Durin: the past two years there havce again becn A large numbe?
of sciontific investigations in the ficld. The majority were
direct activities of Government departments, others wore private
partics, manysponsored by the avctic Inatitute of Hlorth amcrica.
This scientific work has been too widosprcad and varicd for
individual treastment in s papcr of thie scope, and can only be
deseribed in the most soneral ternis.

liappins;

Tri-camere photo_ raphic covera ¢ of the Canadian north is now
virtually complete and is leadin: to strikin: revisions in new
editions of map sheatss. Shoren is boding; usocd on An inercasing
gcale for control.

Dntomolosdcal Research

The many entomolozical partics in the north durin : tho past
few sunmers are providing a ~reat deal of informetion on the abun-
dance and distribution of insects, and particularly of bitin; flies.
Experimenta in methods of conirol hove hoon continucd and spraying
with insecticidos has lcd to marked rolicf from the pttacks of
bitins flies at cortain localitics.

Q3ophys ics

The prosrammcs of ma,mctic, ionosphoric and c¢osmic ray roscarch
continue 1o provide important datas > goismic obscrvatnry has becn
ostablished at Resnlute Day, and should be particulerly valuable in
detcrminins tho epicentres of garthguakes in northcern ro;ins.

Geooloy

liogt of tho work of tho Gooloieal Survey of Cancda has becn
concentrated in the Yukon and tho Yollowlmifo arcas Investizations
have slsc beoen carriod out in Cornwallis Island and 2affin Island,.
Tt has become incrcasingly apparcnt ihat cffoctive planning, and
cxoceution of futurc jcological mappin; in tho Procambrian arcas

/roquircs



> Za

hospital treatment is provided as quickly as can be arranged, in

this way removing a major source of infection. Bvary effort is

being made to educate the Indians and Tskimo in preventative
MEAsSUres .

The native population will be eligible for old sze pensions
under recent lepgislation. These pensions should be as successful
in providing for the welfarc of the old people as the family
allowances are proving for the children.

Provisional firures inthe rocecent conzus indieate that there
has been & normal incrcase in the Dskimo population.

ZDUCAL TON

It is too early to expect beonafit from tho expanded ecducationgl
Pro;ramme . Thero arc howcver promising indications. Tho Eskimo
proved to be unusually willing pupils and & numbgr of children are
making rapid progress in rcading and writing in English, |

ECONOMIC CONDIVIUNS

~ There has becn a recovery in tho price of white fox fur,
which had fallen vory low in 1249, This has bocn of somo benefit
to the Eskimo but the dizadventiascs of an cconomy basocd so largoly
on & single commodity of widoly fluctuaiing volue grc obvious.
The now activitics in the ‘north will in timc provide cmploymcnt for
part of tho nativc population. Tho administration is attempting
to broadon tho basis of thcir cconomy by fostoring handicrafts,
conscrving gemc rosourccs and, by the cducationsl programmc, proe-
paring thom to play an imporiant part in thc grocatcr dovelopment
of the country which scums immincnta.

MINERAL RESOURGES

The past two ycars have socen an inercasing numbor of pros—
pecting partics north of the trec linc, The moat significant
dovolopments may possibly bo the iron orc reported in Ungsva Doy,
the exploration prrticularly for nickel in tho barrcns north of
Churchill and, despitc ths low pricc of rold, thce continuing
activity in and to thc north of thc Yollowknifo arcfe , In the
Yukon the expension of tho silver-lond propcriics in tlo Mayo
district is the most striking of n numbcer of dcvclopmentss
Extensive diamond drilling, startcd near Pinc Point on the south
shorc of Grcat 8lave Lakc, is supporting thc belicf that surfi-
ciont load-zinc ore will be found to worrant o very substantial
mining oporation,

The sonrchibr oil is extcnding north from Albecrta and during
the past summer wildecat wclls have boon drilled west of Great 3lave
Lake. Prospecting for oil has not yot boen earricd out in tho
Wostcrn Arctic but it can only be n mattor of time beforc this
geologically favourasble arch is cxplorcds.

UEALYHOR STAT IONS

In 1950 the fifth woathor station in tho joint Canada/U.8.
programme was established at Alert on  the north coast of Lllesmcrc
Island, In addition to the, mcteorological and rclatcd work
carricd out at thesc stations thoy have on oceunsion provided
facilitics for othar scicntists to pursuc studies in thc arca.

/Iransportntion



ACTIVITIES I THE CAVADIAN FORTH DURING 1950 AND 1951

INTRODUCTION

Two summaries of activities in the Canadian north have
been prepared by the Arctic Research Advisory Committee. One
was written towards the end of 1948 and covered the redent
years up to that time, The other, a year later, dealt with
events in 1949. The present paper brings the series up to
ggglpreaent time by summarizing activities during 1950 and

In the first paper attention was drawn to the increased
rate of development in the north following the Second World
War. Beforc this time the greater part of the Canadian
Arctic was almost completely isolated for most of thc year,
and such changes as took place were extremely gradual.
8ince the war the whole Canadian north has become much more
closely associated with the rest of the country, and the
influence of events in the settled arecas of Canada is quickly
felt throughout the north. It appears likely that development
will proceed far more rapidly than was considered possible
before the war, or even during the immediate post-war years.

ADMINISTRATION

The menbership of the Northwest Territories Council has
been increased, and it now includes three elected members
from the Mackenzie District, The seat of government in the
Yukon Territory is being moved from Dawson City to Whitehorse
ag soon as suitable buildings have been cerected. The
Dominions Election Act has been amended to include Eskimo in
the Dominion franchisc. Iin Ottawa the administration of the
north has been ocentralized undcr the Northern Administration
Division of the Department of Resources and Development,
Within this division there are five scetions dealing with
Arctic Services, Development Services, Public Services,
Education and Welfare Services, and Conservation and
Management Services.

The new vessel built for the ammual Eastern Arctic
Patrol, the C.G.8. C.D. Howe, carried out her first northern
voyage in the summer of 1950, The second voyage was
completed this summer threce weeks ahead of gchedule after
delivering over 1500 tons of freight to various northern
settlements, For the first time for many years the Patrol
included Craig Harbour, Ellesmere Island, where an R.CeMoPo
detachment has been re-established, The helicopter carried
on board the C.D. Howe proved its value in assisting
navigation and extending the scientific work of the Patrol.

HEALTH AND WELFARE

The increased medical services in the north and the
provision of additional facilitles at short notice made
poseible by air transportation appear to be proving successful
in 1limiting the spread of epidemics, which are themselves
often the result of air transport. Tuberculosis is of
course the most serious and widesprecad disease, X-ray
surveys have demonstrated the magnitude of the problem and

hospital/
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Please quote in reply:
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COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE

DOWNING STREET

F.2872/13. LONDON S.W.1 h
One
28 November, 1951
)
' 15
L
In Reed's abserce in Paris, I am writing with
reference to his letter F,2872/13 of June 12th
coneerning the transfer of the administration of
French sub-Antarctic and Antarctic territories from ;
Madagascar to Paris.
:l
The United Kingdom Embassy in Paris have now ,ngnt
reported that this transfer of administration has
already taken place even though the draft law 1o
authorizing it has not yet been discussed by the
National Assembly. The transfer will clearly
facilitate the work of such bodies as the Seientific
Commission for French Southern and Antaretic
Territories, which is the subject of Polar Committee
paper P.(51)19 of 10th November, ¥
8e

e 2
M. & (ke

HEWITSON, ESQ., e
SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE.
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14. Nearly 90 miscellaneocus proposals Tor names on the west
coast of Graham Land are in various stages of draft. A number
of these involve corrections to existirg names; the errors
having come to light in the course of discussgions with the
United States Advisory Committee during the past year. Others
have arisen in the course of discussioas with Mr. Stephenson of
the British Graham Land Bxpedition who surveyed much of this
coast.
15. It i3 unfortunate that circumstances make it impessible to
avoid briuging a very large number of the papers described ebove
to a eonclusion more or less simultaneously. The "Juggling" of
the proposed new names from one area to apother, the necessity
for agreeing them provisionally with the Americans, and the
fact that proposals cannot be circulated to the Committee
without accompenying maps (2 number of which are not yet
available)y; precludes the more desirable procedure of completing
and circulating the proposals for one area at a time,

(Signed) DB,.B. Roberis,

Secretary, Antarctic Place-names
Committee,

7 November 1951,



by the Committee.

10. Twec papers covering proposals resulting from Mr. McNeile's
survey of the north-west coast of Graham Land between Corpe
Roguemaurel and Cape Kater have been completed and are being
circulsted to the Comnaittee with the relevant map sheete this
waeek. This work has been completed in consultation with

Mr. McNeile.

14. Proposals on the east coast of Graham Land between Lats.68°8.
and 75°5. still require further discussion with the United States
Advisory Committee on the basis of the Ronne-Butler Agreement
(circulated to the Committee as APC(L2)7, 6 December 1949), A
great advance has already been made ard there is every hope that
complete agreement will be reached in the fairly near future.

Of the 136 proposals for names on this coast, 90 are already
agreed provisionally wita the Americans and the remuinder should

now present little difficulty. 4 year 2go less than 20 were

agreed.

12, Papers covering proposals on 8igny and Coronation Islands
(South Orkneys) cannot be circulated to the Committee until
13100, 000 compilations on the correct shecet 1lines are avalilable
to show the positions of the features. Proposels for more than
100 names are, however, in an advanced draft stage.

13, Detniled discussion of names on King George Island (8outh
Shetlands) could not bz started until 1:100,000 compilatione were
available %o work on., These were received on 7 Ncvember 1951.
gource material for names prior to F.I.D.S8. has, in the meantime,
been collected together. Unfortunately, Mr. Jefford's
appointment with ¥F.I.D.S. terminated rather abruptly. It had
been hoped that permission would be given for him to work on
names in the area which he surveyed as was the case with Messrs.

Brown and Blaiklock.

/1l




N
. I.D.S. were considered, and a detailed study was madse of the

reporis, the relevant maps and the available photographs of the
Second French Artarctic Expedition, 1908-10, the British Graham

Land Expedition, 1934-37, the United States Antarctic Zervice

Expedition, 1939-41, and the Ronne Antarctic Research Expedition,

1946~48. In consultation with Mr. Stephensons the surveyor of

the British Graham Land Expedition, it proved possitle to identify

nearly all of the features previously named and to vrepars
descriptions of the localities, notes on the history and the
reasons for identification of sach nmiie. It was also agreed, in
consultation with Dp. Fuchs, that more than 50 new names will

be required for descriptive and scientific purposes, and

¥r. Brown described the features requiring new names. The

completion of this work awaits receint from the Directorate of

Colcnial Surveys of Mr. Brown's 1:200,000 compilations transferred

to the correct sheet lines and alsc further discussion with

Dr. Fuchs on the new names to be proposed both in Mr. Brown's
area, and in his own which lies further to the south.

Mr, Blaiklock assisted with the work on the names in the northern
part of Marguerite Bay. The relevant reporis, maps and photo-
graphs of the four expeditions mentioned asbove were studied and,
in consultation with Mr. Siephensony, about 50 existing nomed
features have been identified and described. In addition,

Mr, Blaiklock has described asbout 30 featuree which will reqguire
new names. The completion of this wor: also awaits receipt of
1:200,000 compilaticns from the Directorate of Colonial Surveys,
and further discussion with Dr. Fuchs on the new names to be
proposed. Meanwhile, all these provisional recommendations are
being discussed with the Americans to ensure ultimate sgreement.
9. In certain other erens, draft papers for the Cormittee are
also in varying stages of preparation. These papers follow ths

six categories of names set out in APC(48)2 and later approved

/by




L. The Americans have also given an aasurance that a new

series of 1:1,000,000 U.S. Air Force maps, which 18 at presont
being checked for names by the U.8. Board, will, when published,
demonstrate the wide agrecmen% of British and American officially
accepted names, for taey have agreed to omit all names that are
gtill in dispute except Palmer Land (Graham Land on British maps).
2 1 This situation marks an entirely new gpproach to the problem
which should ensure the use of uniform names in both countries

if it can be continued.

Co=oneration with Norway.

€. Following informal preliminary discussions betwesen the
Secretary of the Committec and the Director of Norsk Polarinstitutt
sbout coast names which overiappel the international boundary
between the Falklund Islands Dependencies and Dronning Maud Land,
official proposuis to re-adjust the limlts of these coasts were
forwarded by the Foreign Office to the Norwegian Government. The
proposed adjustments have now been agreed by all concernsd.

Research for pepers in preparation.

Ts A further considerable number of publications and manuseripts
relating to the Falkland Islands Dependencies, including werks
by Argentines, Chileans, Norwegians and Russians, have been
traced., The information about place-names, their histories,
synonyms cnd linguistic eguivalents, have in the past year been
extracted from more than 50 of these.
8. Barly in 1951, the Governor of the Falkland Islands agreed
to the extended appointment of two more F.I.D.S. surveyors =
Messrs. Brown and Blaiklock - to work on place-names, Mr. Brown
worked in the Foreipgn Office Research Department on the names in
the southern part of Marguerite Bay, to the south of 3tonington
Island, and in King George VI Sound, a8 far south as about
Lat.71°3., All the existing names given by expeditions other than
/ F.I.D.S.



