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The Gough Bunting is a small 

“finch-like” bird which falls 

under group of songbirds 

called Tanagers. They are a 

critically endangered species 

that are only found on Gough 

Island. 
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The preparation for our journey to 
Gough Island commenced near the end 
of August. Most of the team members 
got to meet each other for the first 
time, while others have been together 
for some time. We attended some 
training together which included, 
firefighting, cooking lessons and rope 
work. 

During that time, we were also kept in 
quarantine to ensure none of us had 
COVID-19. This was the most 
stressful thing that we had to face as 
a team and all involved personnel going 
to the island with us. 

We all checked out very well and 
moved on to the vessel. Whilst on the 
vessel, we continued bonding as a 
team and we were even able to answer 
the presidents call to perform the 
Jerusalema challenge. 

Everyone was excited as we set sail to 
the Mountains in the Sea. We left 
Cape Town on September 19th and 
arrived at Tristan da Cunha on  
September 25th. We immediately 
offloaded cargo, and the very next 
day set sail for Gough Island. 
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Here we are once again, another 
exciting expedition on Gough 
Island. While I have been here 
for a full year already, the new 
G66 is no stranger to Island life. 
Some of us have been here in the 
past, while others have been to 
either Marion Island or SANAE, 
but one thing is for certain, this 
is definitely an experienced and 
awesome team, of which I am 
proud to be a part of. Allow me 
give a brief background on why 
we are all here. Every 13 months 
a team of 6 – 10 individuals come 
together through joint 
partnerships by DEFF, SANAP 
and the RSPB to perform very 
important tasks. The team is 
usually split up into the base 
engineers (Communications 
Engineer, Electrician and Diesel 
Mechanic), the meteorological 
technicians, and the field 
biologists.  

Located at 40° 18’ S and 9° 56’ 
W, ±2700 km south-west of 
South Africa, Gough is a volcanic 
island, part of the United 
Kingdom Dependent Territory of 
Tristan da Cunha. The island has 
an area of 91 km2 and home to an 
exotic array of wildlife, most 
notably, the birds. Gough Island 

was first discovered in 1505 by 
Gonçalo Alvarez. However, the 
island was not accurately mapped 
or well known to other explorers 
at the time, until it was 
rediscovered in 1732 by Charles 
Gough.  

Also, because of its position, 
Gough Island serves as an early 
warning for experienced 
weather conditions in South 
Africa, signifying the Islands 
importance for weather 
monitoring. The first research 
base on Gough Island was 
established in 1955, on the 
eastern side of the Island, in an 
area known as The Glen. The 
base was then relocated in 1963 
to Transvaal Bay, where it sits 
currently. 

We are proud to be the 66th 
overwintering expedition on 
Gough Island, and hope that we 
will make our predecessor 
islanders proud. 
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Our estimated time of arrival at 
Gough was September 27th 14:00. We 
finally arrived to our home for the 
next 13 months. We got all our cabin 
luggage out, put them in nets to be 
flown over to the base and it was at 
this point I could see the excitement 
in the team after so many days at sea. 
The first flight included the team 
leaders and the department heads for 
base inspection. Once inspection 
ended, the rest of the personnel were 
flown over.  

There was a brief formality between 
the new and old team before going 
straight to business. The training 
days were very short and time was 
not on our side, but we pulled through. 
The takeover function went well, and 
after the handover, we were officially 
running the base. The vessel left for 
Cape Town on October 10th and we 
were left on our own, just the 10 of 
us, at the base, and it felt strange 
not having a lot of people around 
anymore.  
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Where are you from? 

Born and raised in the High Flats of 
Kwa-Zulu Natal, Umzumbe. 

What are your responsibilities on 

the island? 

I am in charge of the mechanical and 
operational maintenance of the base. 
This includes maintenance on the 
diesel engines and the crane. 

What made you decide to take 

this job? 

I wanted to try something new and 
different from what I am used to 
back home. 

What were you doing before you 

came to Gough Island? 

I was the maintenance manager of 
the Municipality. I worked on the Bulk 
Water Systems and did the 
mechanical maintenance under Stoyi 
Consulting. 

What do you hope to achieve 

during your stay on Gough 

Island? 
I hope to explore the island and live 
in the wild for the time that I am 
here. 

What are your hobbies? 
Fishing, playing pool and listening to 
music. 
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TSHIMANGADZO JUFTER MUNYAI: 

Electrician (Team Leader) 
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S’CELO NDWALANE: Diesel Mechanic 

Where are you from? 
Limpopo Province at a village called 
Tshivhulani. 

What are your responsibilities on 

the island? 
I am in charge of maintenance, fault 
finding and repairs of all electrical 
systems and equipment on the island 
and building maintenance. As for team 
leader, I must ensure that team 
members are doing their duties, 
keeping the team in harmony, 
updating the department on what is 
happening on the island and sending 
monthly reports. 

What made you decide to take 

this job? 
The thought of being in isolation and 
the challenges made me take this job.  

What were you doing before you 

came to Gough Island? 
I was part of the SANAE 58 
overwintering team in Antarctica as 
the electrical engineer.  

What do you hope to achieve 

during your stay on Gough 

Island? 
Learn more within the engineering 
field so I can have more skills and 
knowledge in my field and to also 
learn more about the wildlife roaming 
around the island. 

What are your hobbies? 
Watching sports, playing FIFA, 
playing pool, hiking, listening to music 
and lastly socializing.  
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GOUGH BUNTING 

VONICA PEROLD: Field biologist for the RSPB 
(Royal Society for the Protection of Birds) 

Where are you from? 

I’m from Durbanville in the Western 
Cape but was living in Muizenberg 
before I came to Gough Island. 

What are your responsibilities on 

the island? 

I am part of a three-person field team 
and our responsibilities include the long
-term monitoring of seabirds and seals, 
to collect data in support of the mice 
eradication and to maintain the 
temporary infrastructure needed for 
the operation.  

What made you decide to take 

this job? 

I decided to take this job as it would 
be a once in a lifetime opportunity to 
work on a World Heritage Site and to 
be a part of the planned Gough Island 
mice eradication for 2021. Having 
witnessed first-hand the impact of 
mice on seabirds, I am determined to 
play my part in restoring the ecological 
balance on Gough Island. 

What were you doing before you 

came to Gough? 

I was doing a Ph.D. and working part-
time at the University of Cape Town. 

What do you hope to achieve 

during your stay on Gough island? 

I want to make the most of this 
opportunity by giving my all in my work 
and getting out into the field as much 
as possible. I would also like to start 
learning some of my team members 
home languages. 

What are your hobbies? 
Hiking, reading and horse riding. 

What made you decide to take this 

job? 
I wanted to experience the animals and 
landscapes of Gough Island for myself 
and, most importantly, to be a part of 
the very exciting Gough Island 
Restoration Programme (GIRP.  

What do you hope to achieve 

during your stay on Gough Island? 
I hope to make a valuable contribution 
to the RSPBs Restoration Programme 
and long-term monitoring projects and 
make some good friends while doing so! 

What are your hobbies 
Playing guitar, sewing, and tennis - when 
I am back home. 

Where are you from? 
Hilton, Kwa-Zulu Natal. 

What are your responsibilities on the 

island?  

Our job here is two-fold. On the one hand 
the RSPB field team and I will be 
monitoring the breeding success of 
various bird species on the island, some of 
which are critically endangered or 
endemic to the island. On the other hand, 
we are looking after the infrastructure 
for GIRP to make sure that everything is 
in order for when the project hits the 
ground in 2021.  

What were you doing before you 

came to Gough Island? 

I was studying towards a Ph.D. on the 
foraging ecology and population dynamics 
of the Grey-headed albatross population 
of Marion Island.  
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KIM STEVENS: Senior Field Biologist for the 
RSPB (Royal Society for the Protection of Birds)  
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Where are you from? 
Currently, staying in Potchefstroom 
on the banks of the Mooirivier.  

What are your responsibilities on 

the island? 
My duties on the island include, but 
not limited to the upkeep of the 
communications infrastructure that 
links Gough Island with South Africa. 
Basically, anything with lights and 
buttons are my responsibility. No 
communications mean that crucial 
weather data for accurate 
forecasting back home cannot happen. 
The lights must keep on blinking! 

What made you decide to take 

this job? 
Adventure and exploration have 
always been in my blood. Coming here 
has allowed me to experience a rare 
part of our planet. Everything here 
seems to have been frozen in a time-
capsule; plant-life is bigger and 
greener; birds are almost dinosaur-
sized creatures. Truly one of the few, 
un-spoilt areas on earth.   

What were you doing before you 

came to Gough Island? 
In 2007 I over-wintered on the 
South African Antarctic base as the 
Electrical Engineer and Team Leader. 
Prior to Gough, I was building and 
testing bombs. Before that, I 
developed cosmic-ray detector 
equipment at the North West 
University.  

What do you hope to achieve 

during your stay on Gough 

Island? 
Zen 

What are your hobbies? 
In my spare time, I enjoy reading, 
spending time outdoors, working with 
my hands as well as dabbling with a 
Ph.D. which I will complete upon my 
return to South Africa.  
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ROELF DALING: Field technician for the RSPB 
(Royal Society for the Protection of Birds) 
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GERT BENADÉ:  

Communications and Electronics Engineer 

Where are you from? 
I grew up in Pretoria and have been 
staying in Cape Town the past few 
years.  

What are your responsibilities on 

the island? 
Here on Gough, I fulfil a hybrid of 
roles. Firstly, I am a field assistant. I 
collect a range of data points on eight 
different bird species around the 
island. This valuable data gets used by 
scientists in various ways, from 
determining breeding success to 
estimating population densities and 
more. Secondly, I am responsible for 
the maintenance of the 
infrastructure that was build last 
year for GIRP. The infrastructure 
consists of 6 large tents, a generator 
and 5 Moorhen pens.  

What made you decide to take 

this job? 
I see this job as the perfect 
opportunity to further develop my 
multi-disciplinary skills whilst being 
involved in an impactful project.  

What were you doing before you 

came to Gough Island? 
I am an artist who works at the 
intersection between art and science. 
My work in conservation started when 
I designed my first decoy birds used 
for scientific field studies back in 
2012. I have since assisted many 
scientists on a technical level. 

What do you hope to achieve 

during your stay on Gough 

Island? 
I am determined to help make GIRP a 
massive success. 

What are your hobbies? 
I love making things with tools and 
different materials, photography and 
hiking.  
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Where are you from? 

Born and raised in Pretoria, Gauteng. 

What are your responsibilities on 

the island? 

My primary responsibility on the 
island is the medical first responder, 
while I additionally manage logistics. 

What made you decide to take 

this job? 

I was excited about the new 
experiences and challenges that the 
island could unlock. 

What were you doing before you 

came to Gough Island? 

I was working as an Operational 
Emergency Care Practitioner in the 
Department of Defense. 

What do you hope to achieve 

during your stay on Gough 

Island? 

I hope to gain more experience in 
every field available. 

What are your hobbies? 

Still trying to find a hobby not sure 
yet what I enjoy the most. 
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MOKOTJI CATHERINE MBAZWANA: 

Medical Orderly (Deputy Team Leader) 

Where are you from? 
I am from a small developing farm called Daggakraal, in Mpumalanga . 

What are your responsibilities on the island? 
As Senior Met Tech, I am entrusted with the responsibility of providing mentorship and leadership 
to the Assistant Meteorological Technicians. I also perform the monthly data quality control and 
compile monthly reports. We have a very good and strong team of 3, hence we work together as a 
team and share the rest of the responsibilities which include managing and maintaining the Gough 
Weather Station. The duties include daily surface meteorological observations (cloud type, 
visibility, swells and present weather), upper air balloon launches (recording temperature, pressure 
and wind speed and direction), sunshine chart reduction, measuring sea surface temperature, daily 
data quality control and monthly verification and maintenance of meteorological instruments. 

ZINHLE ALENCIA SHONGWE :  

Senior Meteorological Technician 

What made you decide to take this job? 
I am interested in pursuing a Master’s in Weather and Climate (Atmospheric Sciences); hence I 
hope that - working here will bring exposure to various techniques/methods and instruments of 
observing the Earth’s atmosphere and how data is measured using upper-air and surface-based 
instruments. I strongly believe that the experiences here will help me identify my research 
interests and choose a significant and rationale study for my M.Sc. in Meteorology when I return. 
The Gough Island weather is great for me to grow my knowledge on weather and climate systems. 
Furthermore, this exposure will further boost my knowledge acquired during my B.Sc. Geography 
and Hydrology, since it is more practical than the former. I believe it is a great step and a journey 
for me to grow, and I would not like to miss such an opportunity, hence accepted the offer. 

What were you doing before you came to Gough Island? 
Following my return from Marion in 2019, I decided to spend quality time with my family and friends 
after being away for a year (Jul 2018 – Jun 2019). However, I was not aware that I would shortly 
leave them again for Gough Island this time.   

What do you hope to achieve during your stay on Gough Island? 
I hope that being here will expose me to the practicality of using various instruments which are 
used to measure different meteorological parameters, how the data quality control is done and learn 
how these instruments are maintained. This will help me to know what the reliable datasets are 
between surface-based, remotely sensed and upper-air observations, and then I could easily 
motivate for data sampling and aggregation during my MSc. 

What are your hobbies? 
Reading, experimental cooking and baking.  
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Where are you from? 
Born in Eastern Cape and Studied in 
Western Cape. 

What are your responsibilities on 

the island? 

Doing Weather Observations, Upper 
Air data and sending meteorology 
data to the South African Weather 
Services (SAWS) database. 
Additionally we here as a team 
perform verification and maintenance 
to the Gough Island Automatic 
Weather Station. 

What made you decide to take 

this job? 

My love for weather. 

What were you doing before you 

came to Gough Island? 

I was studying. 

What do you hope to achieve 

during your stay on Gough 

Island? 
To learn other things that are out of 
the scope of my work. 

What are your hobbies? 
Working out and jogging. 
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DYLAN SEATON: Meteorological Technician 
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ASAVELA SOMAXAKA:  

Meteorological Technician 

Where are you from? 

Born and raised in the Southern 
Suburbs of Cape Town. 

What are your responsibilities on 

the island? 

We are responsible for observing and 
recording the weather changes on the 
island, capturing data from the 
automatic weather station, and 
maintaining the weather equipment on 
the island to ensure the data is 
accurate to be used by SAWS. 

What made you decide to take 

this job? 

This is something I’ve wanted to do 
since high school, and I could not say 
no to the opportunity to spend a 
second year on the island providing 
crucial information for weather 
forecasters.  

What were you doing before you 

came to Gough Island? 
I spent the previous year on the 
island as a Met Tech and before that 
I was busy with my Masters at the 
University of the Western Cape. 

What do you hope to achieve 

during your stay on Gough 

Island? 
I hope to publish a few scientific 
papers while I am here, and learn 
some new valuable skills from the 
other team members. 

What are your hobbies? 
Mostly gaming, some occasional 
reading and getting lost in nature. 
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On the morning of October 15th, 
Gough Island received a call from 
Cape Town, asking when last we 
observed the MV Geo Searcher (A 
fishing vessel that sails around the 
islands of Tristan da Cunha and Gough 
Island). We were told the vessel was 
taking in water and had to abandon 
ship on the northern side of the 
Island. Soon after, the G66 team 
were informed that the Geo Searcher 
had sunk and that we had to hastily 
prepare the base for the 62 crew 
members.  

By the same afternoon we had sight 
of the first power-boat arriving from 
the eastern side of the Island and 
were able to make contact. Thankfully 
there were no fatalities but, we still 
had to get the crew on to land. With 
time against us and the swells 
increasing, we had to operate quickly.  

Using the crane to hoist up the 
survivors, we were able to safely get 
everyone onto solid land.   

The crew of the Geo Searcher 
subsequently spent 6 days on the 
Island before the SA Agulhus II 
arrived to take them back to South 
Africa. Undoubtably a stressful 
situation for everyone, but a daring 
story too. 
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Stillness 

 
So far away, but still so near 

you'll find it...deep in here 
Whispering in tongues 

She sits right behind the lungs.  
 

Between mountain storm and quiet air 
I don't care.  

Just hoping to touch again the cloud  
that makes no sound.  

 
City of power, money and pride 
you need to find it again inside.  

Have you tried listening to a bird?  
Let me know once you've heard.  

 
No need to mend 

nature, body or friend.  
Open is their hearts 

and listening is where she starts. 
 

~ Roelf Daling 
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For almost 18 months Gough 
Island was unable to release 

weather balloons due to 
multiple technical difficulties. 

However, during the 2020 
takeover, our skillful SAWS 

technical staff was able to effectively 
install the hydrogen generator, a key 
piece of equipment to fill the weather 
balloons. Tireless hours of hard work 
eventually paid off when we successfully 
released our first radiosonde (an 
instrument used to measure 
temperature, pressure and humidity in 
the atmosphere) attached to the 
hydrogen filled balloon. Needless to say, 
it was a massive accomplishment for 
SAWS and for the G66 Metkassies. 
Since then, we have triumphantly been 
releasing our weather balloons twice a 
day!  
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  Average Maximum Minimum Average Max Average Min 

Temperature 10.3°C 17.6°C 2.4°C 12.8°C 7.8°C 

Pressure 1009.3 hPa 1027.7 hPa 982.7 hPa 1014.2 hPa 1004.6 hPa 

Humidity 73% 96% 44% - - 

Max Wind Gust 32.6 m.s-1 

Total Rainfall   232.6 mm 

Highest rainfall in 
24 Hours 73.8 mm 

Total days with 
rain 21 days 

Total days > 1 mm 16 days 

Total Sunshine 155 hours 

  Average Maximum Minimum Average Max Average Min 

Temperature 11.4°C 21.1°C 4.8°C 14.5°C 8.4°C 

Pressure 1010.7 hPa 1022.7 hPa 986.0 hPa 1014.9 hPa 1006.4 hPa 

Humidity 76% 94% 12% - - 

Max Wind Gust 32.6 m.s-1 

Total Rainfall   235.8 mm 

Highest rainfall in 
24 Hours 75.8 mm 

Total days with 
rain 22 days 

Total days > 1 mm 14 days 

Total Sunshine 137.4 hours 

©
 D

Y
L

A
N

 S
E

A
T

O
N

 

© ROELF DALING 
© ROELF DALING 


