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GOING DOWN
SOUTH

JAPAN'S FIRST WHALE
FACTORY SHIP

AN EXPERIMENTAL
EXPEDITION

CALL WITH HER CATCHERS |
AT CAPE TOWN

retie Maru, came into dock yes-
to take supplies of fresh waier
15 for the use of her large
those in the catchers durng

their long stay on the so
ing grounds.
Captain Seizo RKobayas |1 is in com-
mand, and he is m
to the {ringe of the

a \l-"\\c

carried, also a r"'{'gl.m consu tM'tg
n and '.h.r: are Nor-
w in the flensing department.

s 165.

the Cape
Times that in many ways his vessel
was of considerable importance for|
she is the first whale oil factory ship
ever owned in Japan, all whaling
operations hitherto having been|
carried out from shore stations on the
Japanese coast and on the coastlives
of Korea and the Behring Sea.

AN EXPERIMENT |

The present expedition is in the |
nature of an experiment, he said, and
if it is successfull more ships will be
placed in the industry next seascn, |
but it is much too early to talk of
the future intentions of the company |
interested.

He said that his owners have 29
catchers operating from several shore
stations, so that many of those cn
board are well accustomed to the
work.

Three comparatively small catchers
will be in attendance on the mother
ship, which can handle a large
number of whales for she is
thoroughly equipped as a first-class
factory ship with up-to-date ofl pro-|
ducing machinery.

When the Antarctic Maru was seen
in Cape Town three or four seasons
back, she was equipped to cut in the
whales alongside, which is a Jaborious
and slow process. The vessel is now
fitted with a slipway in the sterm up
which the whales are drawn on to the |
flensing and blubber decks by power- |
ful steam winches.

One of the Japanese engineers v.hn
could spenk a smattering of English, '
seemed very proud of the fact that!
the Antarctic Maru was Scottish-built, '
Mlhn'zgh of ripe age, she was excep-'
tionally strong, so that there need be!
no anxiety when cruising among ice,
he said.




ANOTHER LOSS TO
WHALING FLEET

PROPELLER DAMAGED

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT
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LOSES: WALVIS
BAY GAINS
FUTURE BASE FOR WHALING
INDUSTRY

CAPE

Those in charge of 1he engincering
shon at Walvis Bay are now making

preparations for about 35 whale
catchers which are expected to have
their repairs eifected at the end of the
present  whaling  season in _ the
Antarctic.

The number of catchers
and refitting at Walvis Bay Is in
creasing cach year, and it may well
he the future base of the whallng
industry instead of Cape Town.

It is reported that 42 Norweglan
tracdesmen have recently arrived from
overseas Lo cope with the work.

The slipway is being equipped with
a new compressor soO that three
catchers can be deait with at the
same time—one on the eradle and one
on either side.

layving up

Various alterations and improve-
ments have been made at the whaling
station, the men's quarters, mess

rooms and kitchen being shifted to the
beach front owing to the shifting sand
dunes threatening to bury the
buildings.

The vanguard of the catchers is ex-
pected at Walvis Bay on April §, and
}hg remainder are due a lew days
ater.
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| JAPANESE WHALING |
EXPEDITIONS
CATCHERS PUT INTO
'.'I|’F'.IH“_\

FROM OUR ColiRs SIMONDENT,

CAPETOWN, Tuesdas
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LOSS OF WHALING
SHIP TRADE
COMPLAINT ABOUT
PORT DUES

| ST. HELENA AS A PLACE
| OF CALL

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT,

CAPETOWN, Tuesday.—Only three
whaling factory ships will call at
| Capetown this season for stores and
| provisions on their way to the Ant.
| arctic whaling grounds.

It was announced to-day that owing
to the fallure of the representations
made to the Rallways and Harbours

| Administration by the Capetown
| agents of the Norwegian whaling com-
| panies for a further reduction in port

| and lighter dues on whaling vessels mak-
ing use of Union ports, several com-
panies which had intended sending
thelr ships to Capetown If the proposed
reductions were granted have now
stated they will not send their ships
| to either Capetown or any other Union
| port. Instead the factory ships will
| bunker their catchers in the open sea,
| or under the shelter of the land. One
| vessel at least will fuel her catchers
and supply them with provisions in
the anchorage at 8t, Helena, where
there are no harbour dues

Arrangements have also been made
to enable some of the expeditions, it
necessary, to remain at sea for the
whole perlod of the whaling season,
ealling at no ports either on the way
| south or on the northward trip. The
experiment was tried by one expedis
tion last year and proved successful,
the factory ship sighting no land from
the time she left Sandfford for the
Antarctic to the time ghe returned to
| that port seven months later,

FIRST VENTURE

Only one of the three ships which
|'.\‘|11 call is Norwegian owned. Her
| owners will be making their first ven-
| ture to the Antarctic grounds
[ Everyone of the hall dozen Nor-

wegian whaling groups which formerly
used Capetown as a base has now
| abandoned the port. Even Simons-
| town, which in the last two or three
seasons attracted a few of the expedi-
tions which transferred from Cape-
town, will not be used

| The three factory ships which will
| call are the South African-owned ship
| Tafelberg, the British factory ship
Hektoris and the small Norweglan
| ship Ploner,

A [fourth, the Norwegian-owned Ole
| Wegger will lay off the port to avoid
port dues, while she sends eatchers in
for cleaning boilers. Her sister ship,
Thorshammer, which used first Cape-
town and then Simonstown as o base,
Is now belng sent down to the Ant-
arctic by another route and will not
call at either port. Another of the
sama . youp, the Solglimi, which
formerly went to Durban, will this
season Use Si. Helenn as a base on her
way pasi the Cape. She may send in
one of her calchers to plck up fresh
provisions,

i




SIXTH ANTARCTIC
CASUALTY

| WHALE-CATCHER DAMAGED
IN THE ICE

SENT T0 KERGUELEN FOR |
| REPAIRS |
ACCIDENT T0 HEKTOR 1 |

]

KERGUELEN CREEKS




| WHALING PERILS
| IN ANTARCTIC

! CRIPPLED VESSEL
! LIMPS TO CAPE

WORST WEATHER EVER
EXPERIENCED

FEOM OUR COREESPONDEN]

CAPETOWN, Tuesday.—Escorted by
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WHALE 0OIL

THREE FACTORY SHIPS SAIL
FOR F\U}\'ll AY

C\TLI[LRS REFUELLED
AT SEA

FEWER VESSELS CALLING
AT CAPE TOWN

SAVING DOUCK DUES

Haktaorie rafelbers re thkin ":'..l-
is nq indid ) in Cape Tow D 1, 15
NON-STOP VOYAGES?
continued the eapiais *We shall pro
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'MORE ANTARCTIC
CASUALTIES

FACTORY SHIP
DISABLED

Whale-Catcher in

Tow to Cape
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'WHALE FACTORY SHIPS TO
CALL AT DURBAN

SAILING SOUTH IN OCTOBER

The Argus Correspondent
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EIGHTH CASUALTY TO

WHALING FLEET

HEKTOR V. LOSES HER
PROPELLER
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WHALERS AT WALVIS
BAY

JAPAN BUYS A FACTORY
SHiP

(The Argus Correspondent)
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Walvis Ba IEXt yOar
The company spends between £25.000
{ and £30.000 ¢ ar at Walvis Bay.
Mr. Bull r stated t the
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BlG FACTORY SHIP
DISABLED

SEVENTH CASUALTY IN THE

ANTARCTIC

CATCHER TOWED BACK
10 CAPE TOWN

CAPTAIN TELLS HOW BEREA
WAS LOST

RUDDER PORT SENAPPED







WHALERS TO REFIT
AT DURBAN ,

REDUCED CHARGES MADE

FROM OUR CORRESPONDEN

DURBAN
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