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I.IINISTERS have the honour to refer His 
Excellency the Governor-General to Executive Council hlinute 
No . 3085 dated 4~h January, 1956, authorisinG the Union ' s 
Ambassador in «ashin~ton at that time to aign a Protocol 
on behalf of the Union of South Africa to Sl:lend the Inter­
national Convention for the Regulation of 1haling , 1946 . 
The said Protocol provided for the rw-defining of the ter~ 
"whale ce.tcher" o.nd for the amendment of the Schedule to 
the Convention by the addition to the powers of the Inter­
national fualing Commission of "methodn of inspection" . 

IHNISTERS have the honour to state that the 
Protocol was proposed at the Seventh weeting of the Inter­
national \'The.ling Com:liission in July , 1955 , and was intended 
to enter into force on the date 11pon which instruments of 
ratification had been deposited wi ~h , or v;1·1 tten notifications 
of adherence had been received by the Government of the 
United States of America on behalf of all the Contrs.cting 
Governments to the 1946 \Iha.ling Convention . 

MINISTERS have the honour to in:for.n his 
Excellency that by the time of the Eiuhth ! eeting of the 
Commission in July , 1956 , so little progreos had , however , 
been made oy the Signatory Governinents concerned that t:ie 
Colillllission , in the interests of a.cceler~ted action, resolved 
to ask the Depository Government to open the Protocol for 
signature on the basis of acceptances received to date , 
viz . ten in number (including South Africa) out of seventeen 
~~ iatory Gov~rnttents . 
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LlINIST.i:;RS have the honour to state that the 
Protocol wad consequently amended by providinv in Article 
III . 2 that the Protocol shall enter into force ~ith res~ect 
to thooe Gover0J:1ente by which and on the dates upon which 
instruments of r~tification ucre dc10 ited with or ritt en 
notifications of adherence had been received by the Govern­
ment of the United Stntes of America on beho.l.f of ten 
Governments . ~he .Protocol shall enter into for~e with 
respect to each Goverlli~ent which subsequently ratifies or 
adheres on the date of the deposit of its inotrument of 
ratification or the receipt of ito notifi cation. 

UiiISTERS are satisfied that it is in the 
interests of the Union Government to oign the Protocol 
givin~ effect to the resolutiono adopted by the Internati onal 
Whaling Commission at its Eighth !~eeting in July , 1956 . 

L!INISTERS accordingly have the honour to 
racommend that His Excellency may be pleased to approve of 
the Honourable the ~nister of External A:ffairs being 
authorised to isnue a Full Power to the Union ' a Anbassador 
in lashington , Iur . ~ . c . du Plessis , to accept and sign the 
aforesaid Protocol , a copy of which ie attached in the for~ 
of an annexure , on behalf of the Union of South .Africa. 

~ ... 

~­
~-

=- 1 -11-1956 



~· 

The Con ractiOZ rovcrn ente to tho !nterna~iona.l 

R l ti n of ha.lin_. si med at a.ahin..,­
~onvention for the egu a o 

Of Decenber 2 , 1946 , vhich Jonvention ie 
ton undo r da.te ... 
hereinafter referr·ed to a.s the 1946 lha.lin..; Convention , 

desirinG to extend the application of that Convention to 

helicopters and other aircraft e.nd to include provisions 

on methods of inspection amon those Schedule provisions 

which may be amended by the Commisaion , aaree ao follova : 

Article I 

Subparagraph 3 of Article II of the 1946 /haling 

Convention sha.11 be C!Ilended to read a.s follows : 

11 3. ' who.1.c catcher ' meano n helicopter , or 

other aircraft, or a ship , used for the .urpose of 

huntinu, takinG , killin~ , towin~ , holdin~ on to , 

or scoutin~ for whales ." 

Article II 

Par~Jraph l of Article V of the 1946 fhaling 

Convention shell be emended by deleting the v1ord "e.nd11 

precedine cl~use (h) , substitutin~ a semicolon ~or the 

period at the end of the para.graph , and addin~ the 

followinG languaee : "and (i) methods of inspection" . 

Article III 

l . This P~otocol shall be open for oivnature and 

r~tification or ~or adherence on behalf of any Contracting 

Governcent to the 1946 Whalinu Convention . 

2 . On the date upon uhich instruments of ratification 

have been de..;>osited :ith or written notifications of 

adherence have been recei vea by the J-ovorn.:ient of the United 

States of America on behalf of ten Govern enta this Protocol 

shall ente.r into force with respect to t~.ooe Governments . 

Thia Protocol/ •.•.... 
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his Protocol ~hall enter into fore 
th re ect to eac~ 

.rover~ent ·hicl'l ub c iuently r tifie or ~erea on the 

date of the deposit of its instru .nt ot r tification or 

the receipt of itJ notification of dherence . 

3. ~he Government of the nite ~t tew of hl!lerica 

oha.11 inf or.:i all :7overnoenta signatory or J.dhering to the 

1946 llha.lin~ Convention of a.11 r~tificationn depooited 

and auherences received . 

4 . fhis Protocol shall boar the date on uhich it 

lo opened for sii;na.ture a.nd shall remain open for si!50ature 

for a period of fourteen days thereafter , fo1.lowinc... \thich 

period it shall be open for adherence . 

1; ·1rN-SS !HEllliOF tho under i~"'lled, being duly 

authorized , have siu"tled this Protocol . 

::x:nt.:: in lash in..., ton this f i:fth day of November , 

in the English langu~e , the original of which shal l be 

deposited in the archives of the 3overnoent of the United 

States of Anerica . The Government of the United States 

of A.~erica shal1 transmit certified copies thereof to all 

Governments siunatory or adheri nb to the 1946 llhaling 

Convention . 

FOR AUS.rP..ALIA : 

FOR BRAZIL : 

FOR C.\?U .. DA : 

FOR DEH!lAP.K: 

FOR FRANCE : 

FOR ICELAlCD : 

FOR J .PAN : 

FOR l!EX!CO : 

3/ ... 
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FOR 2HB N :?H.1;1RLANDS : 

OR truW ZEA.LA.ND: 

FOR lOR AY : 

FOR PAlIA:..;A: 

~OR SWEDEN : 

FOR .rHE UNION OF S:>UTH AFRICA : 

FO.rl .rHE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALii:32 P.Z.t'UrlLI .;s : 

FOR THE UliIT~iJ KIHGlX>:~ OF GREAr .dR!TAIM 
AND MOR~HBP ... l IP.ELAND: 

:h'OR THE UNI2ED S'~A'l'ES OF .MmRIC:A: 
en-


