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ot an sir route from the Union to ~uatralin and/or 

ew Zealand of possible strategical valu~. Apart fro• 

above-mentioned consideration6 the islands have little 

potential value. Their terrain and climate are most 

inhospitable. ~hey may present possibilities regarding 

1uano and sealing but these aspects have still to be 

investigated. 

The frigate "Transvaal" arrived off Marion 

Island on 25th December nt 11 a .m. South African time 

but as able to effect a l~ding and hoist the South 

African flag at 11.32 a.m. South African time on the 

29th Dec£mber only. ~be flae was hoisted on Prince 

EdWe.rd Island on the ltth January, 1948, at 3. 55 p.m. 

South fricon time. 7bis vessel landed shore parties 

on both 1£lande which will continue in occupation tor 

a tew days• pending the arrival of permanent starr to 

undcrt ke adoinistration of the islands and the provi

sion of meteorological data and wireless contact. !he 

frigate round both islands entirely unoccupied. 

e have under cnnsideration the issue of a 

Proclanation concerning which you will be further 

advised. 

Pending the issue of a public statement, 

about which you will also be advised, seer cy is being 

maintained. 
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FRO I THE INISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, PRETORIA, SOUfH AFRICA. 

TOI THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, OTT A 

CIPHER PRETORIA, J"anunry 6th, 19lta. 

no. 1 

Addressed to Ministers ot External Affairs, 

Ottnwa No. 1, Canber ra No . 2, New Delhi No. 1, Karachi No.1 , 

Wellington No. 2, repeated to Bi~h Commissioner, London, 

tor information of British Government. 

You will have noticed recent press reports 

regarding c rtain operations undertaken by the Union Govern

ent in connection with the Prince Edward Island ~oup 

(Prince Edward and Uarion Islands) situated some twelve 

hundred miles south-south- east of Capeto~n. These reports 

were unauthorized and were based entirely upon press con

jectures built up on circumstantial evidence. 

The position is that the Union Govornment have, 

tor some time, felt the need ot additional meteorological 

information to supple~ent ~hat available locally ad from 

Tristan da Cunha. Such additional information in large 

maasure would be forthcoming were meteorological data con

tinuously available from the islands in question. 

The Union Govern ent has, accordingly, resolved 

to establish a permanent eteorological station on one or 

other or both islands and after consultation with the 

Governcent of the United Kingdon to annex them. -Though pri~ry object or the operation is the 

ma~ng available of much-needed meteorological data it 

will be appreciated that possession of these islands 

might also be or value 1n the event of the establishment 
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