Staff Reporter

COMMODORE John
Fairbairn, former com-
manding officer of the
S A naval dockyard at Si-
mon's Town, has died in
Tygerberg Hospital after
an iliness. He was 72,

He was a greai-great-
grandson of John Fair-
bairn, an early cam-
paigner for Press
freedom in South Africa.

Commodore Fairbairn
served in a number of
naval vessels in war and
peace and planted the
flag @nnexzing Marion Is-
land to South Africa in
1948;

He was educated »{ Di-
ccesan College, Konde-
bosch, and joined the
South Africa division of
'fthe Royal Naval Volun-
fteer Reserve (RNVR) in
the 1930s.

At the outbreak of
World War 2 he became
an officer in Sout% Afri-
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- Commeodore Fairbairn

ca’s fledgling navy. He
commanded several of
South Africa’s “little
ships™ along the coast
and in the Mediterranean
and was later appointed
naval officer in com-
mand of Saldanha in
1944,
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He was put in charge
of the 5A naval contin-
gent for the victory pa-
rade in London in 1946.

Commodore Fairbairn
was in command of the
Loch-ciass frigate
HMSAS Transvaal at the .
anne:. tion of Marion and
Prince Edward islands in
1948.

Er inveiled a com-
men.cative plaque five
year. 2z0 when he revis-
ited M rion Island with
meinuer s of the National
Monu v ats Council.

He way appointed na-
val officer in command
of Simon’'s Town dock-
yard in 965 and became
the com.nanding officer
of the dockyard three’
years later. He retired in '
1972, :

His wife died in Eng-
land in 1963. He is sur-
vived by his daughter®
Tessa.



